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CHAP. LVIir.

Origin and Numbers of the Firfi Crufade.—CharaBers

of the Latin Princes,—'Their March to CQ,nfiantinople,

—Policy of the Greek Emperor Alexius,—CoJtquefi of

Nice, Antioch, and Jerufaletn, by the Franks,—De-

liverance of the Holy Sepulchre,—Godfrey of Bouillon^

Firf King of Jerufalem.—Infitutions of the French

or Lati?t Kingdom.

ABOUT twenty years after the conqueil of Jerufalem by the c A F.

Turks, the holy fepulchre was vlfited by an hermit of the .
^^/^^'

.

name of Peter, a native of Amiens, in the province of Pi- ^''^ 'j'^'^

' •»• crufade,

cardy" in France. His refentment and fympathy were excited by '^^

his own Injuries and the oppreffion of the Chriftian name; he mingled Peter the

, . Hermit.
his

Whimfical enough is the origin of the which does not date earlier than A.D. 1200.

rameofP;Vfl/^, and from thence of /<-</;>, It was an academical joke, an epithet firfl

Vol. VI. applied
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his tears with thofe of the patriarch, and earneftly enquired, if no

hopes of relief could be entertained from the Greek emperors of the

Eaft. The patriarch expofed the vices and weaknefs of the fuccef-

fors of Conftantine. " I will roufe," exclaimed the hermit, " the

*' martial nations of Europe in your caufe ;" and Europe was obe-

dient to the call of the hermit. The aftonifhed patriarch difmiifed

him with epiftles of credit and complaint, and no fooner did he

land at Bari, than Peter haftened to kifs the feet of the Roman

pontiff". His ftature was fmall, his appearance contemptible ; but

his eye was keen and lively ; and he poiTeiFed that vehemence of

fpeech, which feldom fails to impart the perfuafion of the foul *.

He was born of a gentleman's family (for we muft now adopt a

modern idiom), and his military fervice was under the neighbouring

counts of Boulogne, the heroes of the firft crufade. But he foon re-

linquiihed the fword and the world ; and if it be true, that his wife,

however noble, was aged and ugly, he might withdraw, with the

lefs reludance, from her bed to a convent, and at length to an her-

mitage. In this auftere folitude, his body was emaciated, his fancy

was inflamed ; whatever he wiihed, he believed ; whatever he be-

lieved, htfaw in dreams and revelations. From Jerufalem, the pil-

grim returned an accompliihed fanatic ; but as he excelled in the

popular madnefs of the times, pope Urban the fecond received him

as a prophet, ayplauded his glorious defign, promifed to fupport it

in a general council, and encouraged him to proclaim the deliverance

of the Holy Land. Invigorated by the approbation of the pontiff",,

his zealous miflionary traverfed, with fpeed and fuccefs, the provinces

of Italy and France. His diet was abftemious, his prayers long and

fervent, and the alms which he received with one hand, he diftrt-

applied to the quarrelfome humour of perfona contcmptibilis, vivacis ingenii, et

thofe ftudents, in tlie uiiiverfity of Paris, who occulum habens perfpicacem gratumque, et

came from the frontier of France and Flan- fponte fluens ei non decrat eloquium. See

ders (Valefii Notitia Galliarum, p. 447. Albert Aquenfis, p. 185. Guibert, p. 482.

Longucrue, Defcription de la France, p, 54.)• Anna Coinnena in Alexiad, 1. >:. p. 284, &c,

William of Tyre (1. i. c. 11. p. 637, with Ducangc's notes, p. 349.

buted
(")38.) thus defcribes the herraic : pufillusj
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buted with the other : his head was bare, his feet naked, his meagre

body was wrapt in a coarfe garment ; he bore and difplayed a

weighty crucifix ; and the afs on which he rode, was fanftified in

the public eye by the fervice of the man of God. He preached to

innumerable crowds in the churches, the ftreets, and the highways

:

the hermit entered with equal confidence the palace and the cottage

;

and the people, for all was people, was impetuoufly moved by his

call to repentance and arms. When he painted the fuiFerings of the

natives and pilgrims of Paleftine, every heart was melted to com-

paffion ; every breaft glowed with indignation, when he challenged

the warriors of the age to defend their brethren and refcue their

Saviour : his ignorance of art and language was compenfated by

fighs, and tears, and ejaculations ; and Peter fupplied the deficiency

of reafon by loud and frequent appeals to Chrift and his Mother, to

the faints and angels of paradife, with whom he had perfonally con-

verfed. The moil perfedl orator of Athens might have envied the

luccefs of his eloquence : the ruftic enthufiaft infpired the paflions

which he felt, and Chriftendora expeded with impatience the coun-

fels and decrees of the fupreme pontiff.

The magnanimous fpirit of Gregory the feventh had already em- Urban II.

braced the defign of arming Europe againft Afia ; ihe ardour of his cii of Pia"-""

zeal and ambition Hill breathes in his epiftles : from either fide of ^.^"^'
^ A. D. 1095.,

the Alps, fifty thoufand Catholics had enlifted under the banner of March.

St. Peter
' ; and his fucceffor reveals his intention of marching at

their head againft the impious feftaries of Mahomet. But the glory

or reproach of executing, though not in perfon, this holy enter-

prife, was referved for Urban the fecond *, the moft faithful of his

difciples. He undertook the conqueft of the Eaft, whilft the larger

portion of Rome was poffeffed and fortified by his rival Guibert of

' Ultra quinquaginta millia, fi me pof- 31. in torn. xii. p. 322. concil.)•

funt in expediiione pro duct et pontifice ha- * See the original live: of Urban II. by

bere, armata manu volunt in inimicos Dei Pandulphus Pifanus and Bernardus Giiido, in

infurgere et ad fepulchrum Domini ipfo Muratori, Rer. Ital. Script, torn. iii. pars i.

ducente pervenire (Gregor. vii. epift. ii. p. 352, 353.

2 Ravenna,
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Ravenua, who contended with Urban for the name and honours

of the pontificate. He attempted to unite the powers of the Weft,

at a time when the princes were feparated from the church, and the

people from their princes, by the excommunication which hlmfelf

and his predeceffbrs had thundered againft the emperor and the king

of France. Philip the firft,^ of France, fupported with patience the

Genfures which he had provoked by his fcandalous life and adulte-

rous marriage. Henry the fourth, of Germany, aiTerted the right

of inveftltures, the prerogative of confirmmg his biihops by the de-

livery of the ring and crofier. But the emperor's party was cruihed

in Italy by the arms of the Normans and the countefs Mathilda 5

and the long quarrel had been recently envenomed by the revolt of

his fon Conrad and the ihame of his wife \ who, in the fynods of

Conftance and Placentia, confefled the manifold proftitutions to

which ilie had been expofed by an hufband regardlefs of her honour

and his own ". So popular was the caufe of Urban, fo weighty was

his Influence, that the council which he fummoncd at Placentia'

was compofed of two hundred biihops of Italy, France, Burgundy,

Swabia, and Bavaria. Four thoufand of the clergy, and thirty

thoufand of the laity, attended this important meeting ; and, as the

moft fpacious cathedral would have been inadequate to the multi-

tude, the feiTion of feven days was held in a plain adjacent to the

' She is known by the different names of quod ipfam tantas fpurcitias non tarn commif-

Praxes, Eupncia, Eufrafia, and Adelais

;

iiiTe quam invitam pertulifle pro certo cog-

ind was the daughter of a Ruffian prince, and noverit papa cum faniia fynodo. Apud Baron,

the widow of a margrave of Brandenburgh. A. D. 1095, N°4. 1094, N°3. A rare fub-

tjtruv. Corpus Hift. Germanics, p. 340. jedl for the infallible decifion of a pope and
* Henricus odio cam ca?pit habere: ideo council. Thefe abominations are repugnant

incarceravit earn, et conceffit ut plerique vim to every principle of human nature, which
ei inferrent; immo filium hortans ut earn is not altered by a difpute about rings

fubagitaret (Dodechin, Continual. Marian, and crofiers. Yet it ihould feem, that the

Scot, apud Baron. A.D. 1093, N"4.). In wretched woman was tempted by the prieils-

the fynod of Conftance, Ihe is defcribed by to relate or fubfcribe fome infamous ftories of
Bert-holdus, rerum infpeiilor: qu^e fe tantas herfelfand her hulband.

et tarn iiiauditas fornicationum fpurcitias, et a ' See the narrative and afls of the fynod
tantibpaiTamfuineconquefta eft.&c.and again of Placentia, Concil. torn. .\ii. p. 821, &c.
at Placentia; fatis raifericorditer fufcepit, eo

city.
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city. The ambafladors of the Greek emperor, Alexius Comnenus, ^ ^^,•^ ^•

were introduced to plead the diilrefs of their fovereign and the danger ' n
-*

of Conftantinople, which was divided only by a narrow fea from

the vi£torious Turks, the common enemies of the Chriilian name.

In their fuppliant addrefs they flattered the pride of the Latin

princes ; and, appealing at once to their policy and religion, ex-

horted them to repel the Barbarians on the confines of Afia, rather

than to expedl them in the heart of Europe. At the fad tale of the

mifery and perils of their Eaftern brethren the aifembly burft into

tears : the moft eager champions declared their readinefs to march
;

and the Greek ambaiTadors were difmifled with the aiTurance of a

fpeedy and powerful fuccour. The relief of Conftantinople was in-

cluded in the larger and moft diftant project of the deliverance of

Jerufalem ; but the prudent Urban adjourned the final decifion to a

fecond fynod, which he propofed to celebrate in fome city of France

in the autumn of the fame year. The fliort delay would propagate

the flame of enthufiafm ; and his firmeft hope was in a nation of

foldiers *, ftill proud of the pre-eminence of their name, and am-

bitious to emulate their hero Charlemagne % who, in the popular

romance of Turpin ", had atchieved the conqueft of the Holy

Land. A latent motive of affedtion or vanity might influence the

choice of Urban : he was himfelf a native of France, a monk of

Clugny, and the firft of his countrymen who aicended the throne

* Guibert himfelf, a Frenchman, praifes '" John Tilpinuf, or Turpinus, was arch-

tbe piety and valour of the French nation, bifhop of Rheims, A. D. 773. After the

the author and example of the crufades : Gens year 1000, this romance was compofed in

nobilis,prudens,bellicofa,dapiilisetnitida. . . his name, by a monk of the borders of

Quos enim Britones, Angloi, Ligures, ft bonis France and Spain : and fuch was the idea of

eos moribus videamus, noa WVico Francos ho- ecclefiaftical merit, that he dcfcribes himfelf

nines appellemus? (p. 478.) He owns, as a fighting and drinking prieft! Yet the

however, that the vivacity of the French de- book of lies was pronounced authentic by
generates into petulance among foreigners pope Calixtus II. (A. D. 1122), and is re-

(p. 483.). and vain loquacioufnefs (p. 502.)• fpeilfully quoted by the abbot Suger, in

' Per viam quam jamdudum Carolus Mag- the great Chronicles of St. Denys (Fabric,

nus mirificus rex Francoruni aptari fecit ufque Bibliot. Latin. medii.iEvi, edit. Manii, tom.iv.

C.P.(GellaFrancorum,p.i.Robert.Monach. p. 161.).

Hift. Uierof. 1. i. p. 33, &c.).

L7 of
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of St. Peter. The pope had illuftrated his family and province ; nor

is there perhaps a more exquifite gratification than to revifit, in a

oonfpicuous dignity, the humble and laborious fcenes of our youth.

Council of It may occafion fome furprife that the Roman pontiff fliould

A. alojc, ere£l, in the heart of France, the tribunal from whence he hurled
November.

|^jg anathemas againft the king. But our furprife will vaniih fo foon

as we form a juft eftimate of a king of France of the eleventh cen-

tury ". Philip the firft was the great-grandfon of Hugh Capet the

founder of the prefent race, who, in the decline of Charlemagne's

pofterity, added the regal title to his patrimonial eftates of Paris and

Orleans. In this narrow compafs, lie was poffeiTed of wealth and

jurifdidion ; but in the reft of France, Hugh and his firft defendants

were no more than the feudal lords of about fixty dukes and counts,

of independent and hereditary power '% who difdained the control

of laws and legal afi'emblies, and whofe difregard of their fovereign

was revenged by the difobedience of their inferior vaflals. At Cler-

mont, in the territories of the count of Auvergne ", the pope might

brave with impunity the refentment of Philip ; and the council

which he convened in that city was not lels numerous or refpedtable

than the fynod of Placentia '*. Befides his court and council of Ro-

man cardinals, he was fupported by thirteen archbiihops and two hun-

dred and twenty-five biftiops ; the number of mitred prelates was com-

puted at four hundred ; and the fathers of the church were bleifed by

the faints, and enlightened by the dodtors of the age. From the ad-

jacent kingdoms, a martial train of lords and knights of power and

" See Etat de la France, by the Count de drian Valef. Notitia Galliarum.

Boulainvilliers, torn. i. p. i8o— 182. aad »3 Thefe counts, a younger branch of
the fecond volume of the Obfervations fur the dukes of Aquitain, were at length de-

I'Hiftoire de France, by the Abbe de Mably. fpoiled of the greateft part of their country
" In the provinces to the fouth of the by Philip Auguftus. The bilhops of Cler-

Loire, the firft Cfl/«;ii»/ were fcarcely allowed mont gradually became princes of the city.

-a feudal fupremacy. On all fides. Nor- Melanges, tires d'une grande Bibliotheque,

mandy, Bretagne, Aquitain, Burgundy, Lor- torn, xxxvi. p. 288, &c.

raine, and Flanders, contrafled the name '* See the adls of the council of Clermont,

and limits of the fraptr France. See Ha- Concil. tom. xii. p. 829, &c.

4 renown.
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renown, attended the council ", in high expe£lation of its refolves ;
CHAP,

and fuch was the ardour of zeal and curiofity, that the city was filled

and many thoufands, in the month of November, ereded their tents

or huts in the open field. A feflion of eight days produced fome

ufeful or edifying canons for the reformation of manners ; a feverc

cenfure was pronounced againft the licence of private war ; the truce

of God '" was confirmed, a fufpenfion of hoftilities during four days

of the week ; women and priefts were placed under the fafeguard of

the church ; and a proteftion of three years was extended to hufband-

men and merchants, the defencelefs vidiims of military rapine. But

a law, however venerable be the fanQion, cannot fuddenly transform

the temper of the times ; and the benevolent efforts of Urban deferve

the lefs praife, fince he laboured to appeafe fome domeftic quarrels

that he might fpread the flames of war from the Atlantic to the

Euphrates. From the fynod of Placentia, the rumour of his great

defign had gone forth among the nations : the clergy on their return

had preached in every diocefe the merit and glory of the deliverance

of the Holy Land ; and when the pope afcended a lofty fcaffold in

the market-place of Clermont, his eloquence was addreffed to a well

prepared and impatient audience. His topics were obvious, his ex-

hortation was vehement, his fuccefs inevitable. The orator was

interrupted by the ihout of thoufands, who with one voice, and in

their ruftic idiom, exclaimed aloud, " God wills it^ God wills it
"."

" Confluxerunt ad concilium e multis re- acclamation of the clergy who underftood

gionibus, viri potentes et honcrati, innumeri Latin (Robert. IVIon. 1. i. p. 32.). By the

quamvis cingulo laicalis militiai fuperbi illiterate laity, who (poke the Pro'vindal or

(Baldric, an eye witnefs, p. 86— 88. Ro- Limou/ia idiom, it was corrupted to Deus lo

bert. Mon. p. 31, 32. Will. Tyr. i. 14, volt, or Diex el volt. See Chron. Caiinenfe,

15. p. 639—641. Guibert, p. 478—480. 1. iv. c. 11. p. 497. in Muratori, Script.

Fulcher. Carnot. p. 382.). Rerum Ital. tom.iv. and Ducange (Diflertat.

'* The Truce of God (Treva, or Treuga xi. p. 207. furjoinville, and Gloff. Latin•.

Dei) was firil invented in Aquitain, A.D. torn. ii. p. 690.), who, in his preface, pro-

1052; blamed by fome bidiops as an occa- duces a very ditScuIt fpecimen of the dialedl

fion cf perjury, and rejecl?d by the Normans of Roveigue, A. D. 1 100, very near, both in

as contrary to their privileges (Dacange, time and place, to the council of Clermont

Glofl'. Latin, torn. vi. p. of!-— 685.). (p. 15, 16.).

" Deits I'ult, Deit! •uuh! was the pure
« It
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V A P. '< It is indeed the will of God," replied the pope : " and let this
LVlll. ... I- r #

'_ -1,- _r " memorable word, the infpiration furely of the Holy Spirit, be for

" ever adopted as your cry of battle, to animate the devotion and

" courage of the champions of Chrift. His crofs is the fymbol of

" your falvation ; wear it, a red, a bloody crofs, as an external mark

" on your breads or ihoulders, as a pledge of your facred and irre-

*' vocable engagement." The propofal was joyfully accepted
j

great

numbers both of the clergy and laity impreifed on their garments

the fign of the crofs '\ and folicited the pope to march at their

head. This dangerous honour was declined by the more prudent

fucceflbr of Gregory, who alleged the fchifm of the church, and the

duties of his paftoral office, recommending to the faithful, who were

difqualified by fex or profeffion, by age or infirmity, to aid, with

their prayers and alms, the perfonal fervice of their robuft brethren.

The name and powers of his legate he devolved on Adhemar biihop

. of Puy, the firfl who had received the crofs at his hands. The fore-

moft of the temporal chiefs was Raymond count of Thouloufe, whofe

ambafladors in the council excufed the abfence, and pledged the

honour, of their mafter. After the confeiTion and abfolution of their

fins, the champions of the ciOfs were difmiiTed with a fuperfluous

admonition to invite their countrymen and friends ; and their de-

parture for the Holy Land was fixed to the feftival of the AiTumption,

the fifteenth of Auguft, of the enfuing year".
So

" Moil commonly on their ihoulclers, in bertus, Gefta Dei per Francos; though fome

gold, or filk, or cloth, fewed on their gar- critics propofe to read Gefla Diaboli per

ments. In the firfl: crufade, all were red : in Francos (Hanovias, i6i I, two vols, in folio),

the third, the French alone preferved that I (hall briefly enumerate, as they ftand in this

colour, while green crofles were adopted colleftion, the authors whom I have ufed

by the Flemings, and white by the Englilh for the firll crufade. I. Gefta Francorum.

(Ducange, torn ii. p. 651.). Yet in Eng- II. Robertus Monachus. III. Baldricus.

land, the red ever appears the favourite, and, IV. Raimundus de Agues. V. Albertus

as it were, the national, colour of our military Aquenfis. VI. Fulcherius Carnotenfis.

enfigns and uniforms. VII. Guibertus. VIII. Willielmus Tyrien-

'' Bongarfius, who has publiihed the ori- fis. Muratori has given us, IX. Radu)phu«

ginal writers of the crufades, adopts, with Cadomenfis de Geftis Tancredi (Script. Rer.

OTUch complacency, the fanatic title of Gui- Ital. tom.v, p. 285 —333•)» ^nd, X. Bernardus

Thefau-
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So familiar, and as it were fo natural to man, is the pradlice of vio- CHAP.
Jence, that our indulgence allows the ilighteft provocation, the moft ' • '

difputable right, as a fufEcient ground of national hoftility. But the crufades ?

name and nature of an holy ivar demands a more rigorous fcrutiny
;

nor can wc haftily believe, that the fervants of the Prince of peace

would uniheathe the fword of deflruilion, unlefs the motive were

pure, the quarrel legitimate, and the neceifity inevitable. ' The policy

of an action may be determined from the tardy leffbns of experi-

ence ; but, before we a£t, our confcience flaould be iiuisfied of the

juilice and propriety of our enterprife. In the age of the crufades,

the Chriftians, both of the Eaft and Weft, were perfuaded of their

lawfulnefs and merit ; their arguments are clouded by the perpetual

abufe of fcripture and rhetoric ; but they feem to infift on the right

of natural and religious defence, their peculiar title to the Holy

Land, and the impiety of their Pagan and Mahometan foes".

I. The right of a juft defence may fairly include our civil and ipi-

ritual allies : it depends on the exlftence of danger ; and that danger

muft be eftimated by the two-fold confideration of the malice, and

the power, of our enemies. A pernicious tenet has been imputed

to the Mahometans, the duty of exiirpati/tg all other religions by

the fword. This charge of ignorance and bigotry is refuted by the

Koran, by the hiftory of the Mufulman conquerors, and by their

public and legal toleration of the Chriftian worihip. But it cannot

be denied, that the Oriental churches are deprefled under their iron

Thefaurarius de Acquifitione Terr^ Sanfts into the firil anonymous writer of Bongarfius.

(torn. vii. p. 664—84.8.)• The lall of thefe II. The Metrical Hiftory of the firft Crufade,

was unknown to a late French hiftorian, in vii books (p. 890—yl2.)j is of fmall value

who has given a large and critical lift of the or account.

>vriters of the crufades (Efprit des Croifades, •° If the reader will turn to the firft fcene

torn. i. p. 13— 141.), and moft of whofe of the firft part of Henry the Fourth, he will

judgments my own experience will allow fee in the text of Shakfpeare the natural

me to ratify. It was late before I could oh- feelings of enthufiafm ; and in the notes of

tain a fight of the French hiftorians collecled Dr. Johnfon, the workings of a bigotted

by Duchefne. I. Petri Tudebodi Sacerdotis though vigorous mind, greedy of every pre-

SivraccnfisHiftoria deHierofolymitanoItinere tence to hate and perfecute thofe who diflcnt

(torn. iv. p. 773 — 815.). has been transfufed from his creed.

Vol. VI. C yoke

;
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yoke ; that, in peace and war, they alTert a divine and iadefeafible

claim of univerfal empire ; and that, in their orthodox creed, the

unbelie'ing nations are continually threatened with the lofs of reli-

gion or liberty. In the eleventh century, the vidlorious arms of the

Turks prefented a real and urgent apprehenfion of thefe lofles. They

had fubduerf in lefs than thirty years the kingdoms of Afia, as far as

Jerufalem and the Hellefpont ; and the Greek empire tottered on

the verge of deilrudion. Befides an honeft fympathy for their bre-

thren, the Latins had a right and intereft in the fupport of Conflan-

tinople, the moil important barrier of the Weft ; and the privilege

of defence muft reach to prevent, as Avell as to repel, an impending

aflault. But this falutary purpofe might have been accompliflied by

a moderate fucccur ; and our calmer reafon muft difclaim the innu-

merable hofts and remote operations, v/hich overwhelmed Afia and

depopulated Europe. II. Paleftine could add nothing to the ftrength

or fafety of the Latins ; and fanaticifm alone could pretend to juftify

the conqueft of that diftant and narrow province. The Chrlftians

affirmed that their inalienable title to the promifed land had been

fealed by the blood of their divine Saviour : it Vi^as their right and

duty to refcue their inheritance from the unjuft pofleiTors, who pro-

faned his fepulchre, and oppreiTed the pilgrimage of his difciples.

Vainly would it be alleged that the pre-em.inence of Jerufalem,

and the fan£lity of Paleftine, have been aboliihed with the Mofaic law;

that the God of the Chriftians is not a local deity, and that the re-

covery of Bethlem or Calvary, his cradle or his tomb, will not

atone for the violation of the moral precepts of the gofpel. Such ar-

guments glance afide from the leaden iliield of fuperftition ; and the

religious mind will not eafily relinquiih its hold on the facred ground

of myftery and miracle. III. But the lioly wars which have been

waged in every climate of the globe, from Egypt to Livonia, and

from Peru to Hindoftan, require the fupport of fome more general

and flexible tenet. It has been often fuppofed, and fometimes af-

8 firmed.
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firmed, that a difFerencc of religion is a worthy caufc of hoilllity ;
CHAP.

that obftinate unbelievers may be flain or fubdued by the champions " » '

of the crofs ; and that grace is the fole fountain of dominion as well

as of mercy. Above four hundred years before the firft crufade, tlie

eaftern and weftern provinces of the Roman empire had been ac-

quired about the fame time, and in the fame manner, by the Barba-

rians of Germany and Arabia. Time and treaties had legitimated the

conquefts of the Chr'iflian Franks; but in the eyes of their fubjeds i

and neighbours, the Mahometan princes were ftill tyrants and

ufurpers, who, by the arms of war or rebellion, might be lawfully

driven from their unlawful poiTefllon ".

As the manners of the Chriftians were relaxed, their dlfcipline of Spiritual mo-
tives and in-

penance " was enforced ; and with the multiplication of fms, the duigences.

remedies were multiplied. In the primitive church, a voluntary and

open confeihon prepared the work of atonement. In the middle

ages, the biihops and prieils interrogated the criminal ; compelled

him to account for his thoughts, words, and ailions ; and prefcribed

the terms of his reconciliation with God. But as this difcretionary

power might alternately he abufed by indulgence and tyranny, a

rule of difcipline was framed, to inform and regulate the fpiritual

judges. This mode of legiCatlon was invented by the Greeks ;\ penitentials'^^ were tranflated, or imitated, in the Latin church;

and, in the time of Charlemagne, the clergy of every diocefe were

provided with a code, which they prudently concealed from the

knowledge of the vulgar. In this dangerous eftimate of crimes

" The vi''' Difcourfe of Fleury on Eccle- this difix-rence, that the abufes of fuperilition

fiallical Hiilory (p. 223 — 261.) contains an are mildly, perhaps faintly, expofed by the

accurate and rational view cf the caufes and learned Italian, and peeviflily magnified by tlie

efiefts of the crufades. Dutch miniller.

^^ The penance, indulgences, &c. of the ^^ Schmidt (Hiilolre des Allemands, torn. ii.

middle ages are arap'y difcufled by Muratori p. ,--11—220. 452— 462.) gives an abftrift

(Antiquitat. Italia; medii /Evi, torn. v. dif- of the Penitential of Rhegino in the'nintli,

fcri. Ixviii. P.70Q— 76s.), and by M. Chais and of Burchard in the tenth, century. In

([."ttves fur les Jubiles et les Indulgences, one year, five-and-thiny mnrders ucie per-

•Ja.ii. iettre: 21 S; 22. p. 4-ri-- 55S.), with pctrated at V/orms.

C 2 and
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CHAP, and punifliments, each cafe was fuppofed, each diflerence was re-

< ,—-/ marked, by the experience or penetration of the monks ; fome fins

are enumerated which innocence could not have fufpefted, and

others which reafon cannot believe ; and the more ordinary offences

of fornication and adultery, of perjury and facrilege, of rapine and

murder, were expiated by a penance, which, according to the va-

rious circumftances, was prolonged from forty days to feven years»

During this term of mortification, the patient was healed, the cri-

minal was abfolved, by a falutary regimen of fails and prayers : the

diforder of his drefs was expreffive of grief and remorfe ; and he

humbly abftained from all the bufinefs and pleafure of focial life.

But the rigid execution of thefe laws would have depopulated the

palace, the camp, and the city : the Barbarians of the Weft believed

and trembled ; but nature often rebelled againft principle ; and the

magiftrate laboured without effeil to enforce the jurifdidtion of the

prieft. A literal accoraplifliment of penance was indeed impra£li-

cable ; the guilt of adultery was multiplied by daily repetition ; that

of homicide might involve the maiTacre of a whole people j each

ad was feparately numbered ; and, in thofe times of anarchy and

vice, a modeft fmner might eafily incur a debt of three hundred

years. His infolyency was relieved by a commutation, or indul-

gence : a year of penance \vas appreciated at twenty-fix folid'i
'* of

filver, about four pounds fterling, for the rich ; at three folidi, or

nine ihillings, for the indigent : and thefe alms were foon appro-

priated to the ufe of the church, which derived, from the redemption

of fins, an inexhauftible fource of opulence and dominion. A debt

of three hundred years, or twelve hundred pounds, was enough to

impoveriih a plentiful fortune ; the fcarcity of gold and filver was

fupplied by the alienation of land ; and the princely donations of

Pepin and Charlemagne are exprefsly given for the remedy of their

** Till the xi.''' century, we may fupport the weight of filver, about the pound fterling.

clear account of xii denarii, or pence, to the Our money is diminifhed to a third, and the

Jolidtis, or fhilling ; and xxfilidi to the pound French to a fiftieth, of this primitive ftandard^

foul.
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foul. It is a maxim of the civil law, that whofoever cannot pay ^ hap.

with his purfe, muft pay with his body ; and the pradice of flagel- ^_ . \f

Jation was adopted by the monks, a cheap, though painful, equiva-

lent. By a fantaftic arithmetic, a year of penance was taxed at

three thoufand laihes
^'

; and fuch was the ikill and patience of a

famous hermit, St. Dominic of the Iron Cuirals ", that in fix days

he could difcharge an entire century, by a whipping of three hun-

dred thoufand ftripes. His example was followed by many peni-

tents of both fexes ; and, as a vicarious facrifice was accepted, a

ilurdy difciplinarian might expiate on his own back the fins of his

benefadors *'. Thefe compenfations of the purfe and the perfon

introduced, in the eleventh century, a more honourable mode of

fatisfadion. The merit of military fervice againft the Saracens of

Africa and Spain, had been allowed by the predeceiTors of Urban

the fecond. In the council of Clermont, that pope proclaimed a

plenary indulgence to thofe who ihould enlift under the banner of

the crofs ; the abfolution of all their fins, and a full receipt for all

that might be due of canonical penance ''^ The cold philofophy of

modern times is incapable of feeling the impreflion that was made

on a fmful -and fanatic world. At the voice of their paftor, the rob-

ber, the incendiary, the homicide, arofe by thoufands to redeem

their fouls, by repeating on the infidels the lame deeds which they

had exercifed againit their Chriftian brethren ; and the terms of

atonement were eagerly embraced by offenders of every rank and

-' Each century of lafhes was fanilified Sancho Panza was a cheaper, and poflibly

with the recital of a pfalm ; and the whole not a more diihoneft, workman. I remember
Pfalter, with the accompaniment of 15,000 in Pere Labat (Voyages en Italie, torn. vii.

ftripes, was equivalent to five years. p. 16— 29.) ^ ^'^''y lively piilure of the i/t-A-

^^ The Life and Atchievements of St. Do- terily of one of thefe artills.

mlnic Loricatus, was compofed by his friend ^* Qiiicunque pro Tola devotione, non pro

and admirer, Peter Damianus. See Fleury, honoris vel pecunis adeptione, ad liberan-

Hift. Ecclef. tom.xiii. p. 96— 104.. Baronius, dam ecclfiiam Dei Jerufalem profeflus fuerit,

A. D. 1056, N'^ 7. who obferves from Da- iter illud pro omni poenitentia reputetur.

mianus, how fafhionable, even among ladies Canon. Concil. Claromont. ii. p. 8:9.

of quality (fublimis generis), this expiation Guibert ftyles it novum falutis genus (p. 471.),

(purgatorii genus) was grown. and is almoll philofophical on the fubjeft.

*' At a qunrter, or even half a rial a lafli,

9 denomina-
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denomination. None were pure ; none were exempt from the guik

and penalty of fin ; and thole who were the leaft amenable to the

juftice of God and the church, were the befi: entitled to the tempo-

ral and eternal recompence of their pious courage. If they fell, tlie

fpirit of the Latin clergy did not hefitate to adorn their tomb with

the crown cf martyrdom '^

; and iliould they furvive, they could

expeil without impatience the delay and encreafe of their heavenly

reward. They oifered their blood to the Son of God, who had laid

down his life for their falvation : they took up the crofs, and entered

with confidence into the way of the Lord. His providence would

vvatch over their fafety
;
perhaps his viiiblc and miraculous power

would fmooth the difficulties of their holy enterprife. The cloud

and pillar of Jehovah had marched before the Ifraelltes Into the pro-

mifed land. Might not the Chriftians more reafonably hope that the

rivers would open for their pafTige ; that the walls of the ilrongeil

cities would fall at the found of their trumpets ; and that the fun

would be arrefied in his mid-career, to allow them time for the de-

ftruiilion of the infidels ?

Temporal Of the chlcfs and foldiers who marched to the holy fepulchre, I

dare to affirm, that all were prompted by the fpirit of enthufiafm
;

the belief of merit, the hope of reward, and the affiirance of divine aid.

But I am equally perfuaded, that in }i!a/.y it was not the fole, that in

Jowc it was not the leading, principle of adion. The ufe and abufe

of religion are feeble to fcem, they are ftrong and irrefiftible to impel,

the ilream cf national manners. AgainPt the private wars of the Bar-

barians, their bloody tournaments, licentious loves, and judicial duels,

the popes and fynods might ineffedually thunder. It is a more

eafy taik to provoke the metaphyfical difpu'tes of the Greeks, to

drive into the cloifter the vidlims of anarchy or deipotifm, to fanc-

tify the patience of flaves and cowards, or to afiume the merit of

'' Such at leall was the belief of the cru- p. 477 ); but the prayers for the repofe of

faJers, and fuch is the uniform llyie of the their fouU, is inconiiuenc in orthodox theo-

hiilorians (Efprit des Croifaae£, torn. iii. logy with the merits of martyrdom.

the

and carnal
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the hiimar.Ity and benevolence of modern Chilftians. War and CHAP,
exercife were the reigning pafTions of the Franks or Latins ; they . .- _,

were enjoined, as a penance, to gratify thofe pafilons, to vifit diftant

hinds, and to draw their fwords againft the nations of the Eaft.

Their vidtory, or even their attempt, would immortalife the names

of the intrepid heroes of the crofs ; and the pureil piety could not

be infenfible to the moft fplendid profpedl of military glory. In the

p.'tty quarrels of Europe, they flied the blood of their friends and

countrymen, for the acquifition perhaps of a caftle or a village.

They could niarch with alacrity againft the diftant and hoftile nations

who were devoted to their arms ; their fancy already grafped the

golden fceptres of Afia ; and the conqueft of Apulia and Sicily

by the Normans might exalt to royalty the hopes of the moft private

adventurer. Chriftcndora, in her rudeft ftate, muft have yielded to the

climate and cultivation of the Mahometan countries ; and their na-

tural and artificial v/ealth had been magnified by the tales of pilgrims,

and the gifts of an imperfedl commerce. The vulgar, both the

great and fmall, were taught to believe every wonder, of lands flow-

ing Avith milk and honey, of mines and treafures, of gold and dia-

monds, of palaces of marble and jafper, and of odoriferous groves

of cinnamon and frankincenfe. In this earthly paradife, each

warrior depended on his fword to carve a plenteous and honourable

eftablifliment, which he meafured only by the extent of his wiihes '^

Their vaflals and foldiers trufted their fortunes to God and their

mafter : the fpoils of a Turkifh emir might enrich the meaneft fol-

lower of the camp ; and the flavour of the wines, the beauty of the

Grecian women ", VN'cre temptations more adapted to the nature,

'° The fjme hopes were difplayeii i:i ihe '' In his genuine or fi.!litious IcttL'r to the

letters of the ad\'-tnturers ad animanc?cs qui count cf Flanders, Alexius ming'cs with the

in Fiancia rcfiderant. Flugh de Reiteile could danger of the church, and the relics of faints,

boall, that his ihare amounted to one abbey the auri et argenti amor, and pulcherrima-

and ten caillcs, of the yearly value of 1500 rum fceminarum voluptas (p. 476.); as if,

marks, and that he (bould acquire an hundred fays the indignant Guibert, the Greek wo
callles by the conqueft of Akppo (Guibert, nien were liarrdfcmer than thofe of France.

P• 55+• 555)•

than
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than to the profeffion, of the champions of the crofs. The love of

freedom was a powerful incitement to the multitudes who were op-

prelTed by feudal or ecclefiaftical tyranny. Under this holy fign the

peafants and burghers, who were attached to the fervitude of the

glebe, might efcape from an haughty lord, and tranfplant themfelves

and their families to a land of liberty. The monk might releafe

himfelf from the difcipline of his convent : the debtor might fufpend

the accumulation of ufury, and the purfuit of his creditors ; and out-

laws and malefadtors of every cafl might continue to brave the laws

and elude the puniihment of their crimes ".

Influence of Thefe motives were potent and numerous : when we have fingly

computed their weight on the mind of each individual, we muft add

the infinite feries, the multiplying powers of example and fafliion.

The firft profelytes became the warmeft and moft effe£l:ual mif-

fionaries of the crofs : among their friends and countrymen they

preached the duty, the merit, and the recompence, of their holy

vow ; and the moft reluftant hearers were infennbly drawn within

the whirlpool of perfuafion and authority. The martial youths were

fired by the reproach or fufpicion of cowai'dice ; the opportunity of

vifiting with an army the fepulchre of Chrift, was embraced by the

old and infirm, by women and children, who confulted rather their

zeal than their ftrength ; and thofe who in the evening had derided

the folly of their companions, were the moft eager, the enfuing day,

to tread in their footfteps. The ignorance, which magnified the

hopes, diminlihed the perils, of the enterprife. Since the Turkiih

-conqueft, the paths of pilgrimage v/ere obliterated ; the chiefs them-

felves had an imperfed notion of the length of the way and the

ftate of their enemies ; and fuch was the ftupidlty of the people,

that, at the fight of the firft city or caftle beyond the limits of their

knowledge, they were ready to aili whether that v/as not the Jeru-

^* See the privilegesof the C^-ari/^g-ffi;.'/, free- Sec. The pope was their perpetual guardian

dom from debt, ufury, injury, fecular juHice, (Ducange, tom. ii. p. 051,652.].

falem,
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il\lcm, the term and objciil of their labours. Yet the more prudent CHAP,
of the crufaders, who were not fare that they fliould be fed from v—v—

^

heaven with a fliowcr of quails or manna, provided themfelves

with thofe precious metals, which, in every country, are the repre-

fentatives of every commodity. To defray, according to their rank,

the expences of the road, princes alienated their provinces, nobles

their lands and caftles, peafants their cattle and the inftfuments of

hufbandry. The value of property was depreciated by the eager

competition of multitudes ; while the price of arms and horfes was

raifed to an exorbitant height by the wants and impatience of the

buyers ". Thofe who remained at home, with fenfe and money,

were enriched by the epidemical difeafe : the fovereigns acquired at

a cheap rate the domains of their vaifals ; and the ecclefiaftical pur-

chafers completed the payment by the alTurance of their prayers.

The crofs, which was commonly fewed on the garment, in cloth

or filk, was infcribed by fome zealots on their ikin : an hot iron, or

indelible liquor, was applied to perpetuate the mark j and a crafty

monk, who ihewed the miraculous impreflion on his breaft, was re-

paid with the popular veneration and the richeft benefices of Pa-

leftine ".

The fifteenth of Auguft had been fixed in the council of Clermont Departure of

,
the firil cru-

for the departure 01 the pilgrims : but the day was anticipated by faders,

the thoughtlefs and needy crowd of plebeians ; and I iliall briefly March, May»

difpatch the calamities which they inflicted and fufFered, before I
'^'

enter on the more ferious and fuccefsful enterprife of the chiefs. Early

in the fpring, from the confines of France and Lorraine, above fixty

thoufand of the populace of both fexes flocked round the firfl: mif-

^' Gnibert (P.4S1.) paints in lively co- videre miraculum caro omnes emere, atque
Jours this general emotion. He was one vili vendere, &c.
of the few contemporaries who had genius '+ Someinilances of thefeyi/^Wij/a are given
enough to feel the aftoniHiing fcenes that in the Efprit des Croifadei (torn. iii. p. 169,
were pafling before their eyes. Erat itaque &c.), from authors whom I have not feen.

. Vol. VI. D fionary
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^ Lvm ^" ^^°"*^y ^^ ^'^^ crufade, and preiied him with clamorous importunity

^. -..- m^ to lead them to the holy fepulchre. The hermit, alTuming the cha-

rader, -without the talents or authority, of a general, impelled or

obeyed the forward impulfe of his votaries along the banks of the

Rhine and Danube. Their wants and numbers foon compelled

them to feparate, and his lieutenant, Walter the Pennylefs, a valiant

though necjJy foldier, conducted a vanguard of pilgrims, whofe con-

dition may be determined from the proportion of eight horfemen to

fifteen thoufand foot. The example and footfteps af Peter were

clofely purfued by another fanatic, tlie monk Godefcal, whofe fer-

mons had fwept away fifteen or twenty thoufand peafants from the

villages of Germany. Their rear was again preifed by an herd of

two hundred thoufand, the moft ftupid ami favage refufe of the

people, who mingled with their devotion a brutal licence of rapine»

proftitution, and drunkennefs. Some counts and gentlemen, at the

head of three thoufand horfe, attended the motions of the multitude

to partake in the fpoil ; but their genuine leaders (may we credit

fuch folly ?) were a goofe and a goat, who w'ere carried in the front,

and to whom thefe worthy Chriftians afcribed an infufion of the

divine fpirit ^^ Of thefe, and of other bands of enthufiafts, the firfe

and moft eafy warfare was againft the Jews, the murderers of the

Son of God. In the trading cities of the Mofelle and the Rhine^

their colonies were numerous and rich ; and they enjoyed, under

the proteftion of the emperor and the bifhops, the free exercife of

their religion '^ At Verdun, Treves, Mentz, Spires, Worms, many

'^ Fuit et aliutl fcclus deteftabile in hac glofled over with fome fpecious and fubtle

rongregatione pedelliis populi lluiti et vcfaiire allegory.

Jevitatis, anftrem quendam divino fpiritu af- ^* Benjamin of Tudela defcribes the (late

ierebant afflatum, et cafcUam non minus of his Jewiih brethren from Cologne along

eodem repletam, et has fibi duces fecundas the Rhine : they were rich, generous, Jearn-

vis iecerant, &c. (Albert. Aquenfis, 1. i. ed, hofpitable, and lived in the eager hope

c. 31. p. 196.) Had thefe peafants founded of the Mefllah (Voyage, tom. i. p. 243—245.

an empire, they might have introduced, as par Baratier). In fevcnty years (he wrote

in Egypt, the worftiip of animals, which about A. I>. 1170) they had recovered from

iheii- philofopljic defendants would ha\e thefe maflacrfts.

thoufands
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thoufands of that unhappy people were pillaged and maiTacred":

nor had they felt a more bloody ilroke fiiice the perfeciuion of

Hadrian. A remnant was faved by the fivmnefs of their biihops, who

accepted a feigned and tranficnt converfion ; but the more obltinate

Jews oppofed their flinaticlfm to the fanaticifm of the Chrillians,

barricadoed their houles, and precipitating themfelves, their families,

and their wealth, into the rivers or the flames, difappointed the malice,

or at leaft the avarice, of their implacable foes.

Between the frontiers of Auftria and the feat of the Byzantine Their de-

monarchy, the crufaders were compelled to travcrie an interval of lix Hungary and

hundred miles ; the wild and defolate countries of Hungary ^' and ^, d_ jooo.

Bulgaria. The foil is fruitful, and interfeded with rivers ; but it

was then covered with moraifes and forefts, which fpread to a bound-

lefs extent, whenever man has ceafed to exercife his dominion over

the earth. Both nations had imbibed the rudiments of Chriftianity

;

the Hungarians were ruled by their native princes ; the Bulgarians

by a lieutenant of the Greek emperor ; but, on the fiighteft provo-

cation, their ferocious nature was rekindled, and ample provocation

was afforded by the diforders of the firft pilgrims. Agriculture rauil

have been unikilful and languid among a people, vhoe cities were

buik of reeds and timber, which were deferted in the fummer feafon

for the tents of hunters and fhepherds. A fcanty fupply of provi-

fions was rudely demanded, forcibly fei:^ed, and greedily confumed

;

and on the firft quarrel, the crufaders gave a loofe to indignation and

revenge. But their Ignorance of the country, of war, and of difci-

pline, expofed them to every fnare. The Greek prasfed of Bul-

garia commanded a regular force ; at the trumpet of the Hungarian

" Thefe maflacres and depredations on the dofirine had been preached by a ri'v^.' monk.
Jews, which were renewed at each crufade, ^" See the contemporary defcription of
are fio//)) related. It is true, that St. Ber- Hungary in Otho of Friiingen, I. ii. cji.in
nard (epift. 363. torn. i. p. 329.) admonlihes Muratori, Script. Rerum italicarum, tom.vi.
the Oriental Franks, non funt perfequendi p. 665, 666.

Judsi, non iunt trucidandi. The contrary

D 2 king,
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king, the eighth or the tenth of his martial fubjedts bent their bows

and mounted on horfeback ; their policy was infidious, and their re-

taliation on thefe pious robbers was unrelenting and bloody". About

a third of the naked fugitives, and the hermit Peter was of the num-

ber, efcaped to the Thracian mountains ; and the emperor, who

refpedled the pilgrimage and fuccour of the Latins, conduded them

by fecure and eafy journies to Conftantinople, and advifed them to

await the arrival of their brethren. For a while they remembered

their faults and lofies ; but no fooner were they revived by the

hofpitable entertainment, than their venom was again inflamed ;

they ilung their benefador, and neither gardens, nor palaces, nor

churches, were fafe from their depredations. For his own fafety,

Alexius allured them to pafs over to the Afiatic fide of the Bof-

phorus ; but their blind impetuofity foon urged them to defert the

ftation which he had affigned, and to ruih headlong againfh the

Turks, who occupied the road of Jerufalem. The hermit, confcious

of his ihame, had withdrawn from the camp to Conilantinople ; and

his lieutenant, Walter the Pennylefs, who was worthy of a better

command, attempted without fuccefs to introduce fome order and

prudence among the herd of favages. They feparated in queft of

prey, and themfelves fell an eafy prey to the arts of the fultan. By

a rumour that their foremoft companions were rioting in the fpoils

of his capital, Soliman tempted the main body to defcend into the

plain of Nice ; they were overwhelmed by the Turkiih arrows ; and

a pyramid of bones "" informed their companions of the place of their

defeat. Of the firil crufaders, three hundred thoufand had already

39 The old Hungarians, without excepting Lintax, Leith; Me/ebroch.OTMer/eburg, Ouar,

Tiirotzius, are ill informed of the firft cru- or Mofon ; ToUenburg, Pragg (de Regibus

fade, which they involve in a fingle paiTage. Himgarias, torn. iii. p. 19— 53•)•

Katona, like ourfelves, can only quote the *° Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1.x. p. 2S7.)

writers of France; but he compares with local defcribes this as a mountain C^rM-j

fcience the ancient and modern geography, xai& In the fiege

Jnte fortam Cyperon, is Sopron or ;
of Nice, fuch were ufed by the Franks them-

MallevilUt, ZemUn i fluviui Marce, Sivas i felves as the materials of a wall.

6 periihed,
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perlilied, before a fingle'city was refcued from the infidels, before CHAP.
their graver and more noble brethren had completed the preparations < .

'

of their enterprife "'.

None of the great fovereigns of Europe embarked their perfons in The chiefs of

j.^ ^ the firil cru-

the firft crufade. The emperor Henry the rourth was not dilpoled fade,

to obey the fummons of the pope : Philip the firft of France was

occupied by his pleafures ; William Rufus of Englancl by a recent

conqueft ; the kings of Spain were engaged in a domeftic war againft

the Moors ; and the northern monarchs of Scotland, Denmark *",

Sweden, and Poland, were yet ftrangers to the paffions and interefts

of the South. The religious ardour was more ftrongly felt by the

princes of the fecond order, who held an important place in the

feudal fyftem. Their fituation will naturally caft under four diftinct

heads the review of their names and charadlers ; but I may efcape

fome needlefs repetition, by obferving at once, that courage and the

exercife of arms are the common attribute of thefe Chriftian adven-

*' To fave time and fpace, I iliall reprefent, in a fhort table, the particular references to

the great events of the firft crufade.

I. Oerta Francovum

II. RobertusMonachu!

lil. Baldric-JS - -

IV. RaimunJus des ?

Ag'iles - 5

V. Albertus Aquenfis

VI. Fulcherlus Car- 7

nctenfis - i

Vn. Guibsrtus - .

Vni. VVUIemus 7

Tyrenhs - -l
IX. Radulphus Ca-

7

domenCs - S

X. Bcrnardus The-
^J

faurarius - ^

I The

p. I,;.

••3. 34•
p.Sg.

I.i. C.7-31.

p. 3S4.

p. 481.485,

l.i.c.iS-30,

p. 2.

p- 35. 36•

The R ad tc

Conilantinople.

I.i. c. 17

C.I--;, i;

p. a, 3.

p. 36, 37.
p. 91—93.

p. 139, 140.

c. i-S.

S5, 386.

p. 485. 489.

l.ii.c.1-4.
I

13.17.22.5

4. 5•

P-37, 38•

p. 91—94.

p.li. C.7

i 9—9• S

p. 386.

P.4S5-490.

l.'ii.c. 5-23.

Cc.8-,3.7

C. I I — 2.

Nice .md Afia

Minor.

p. 5—7.
P• 39—45•
p. 94— J 01.

n.li.c.20-43.7

tl.iii. c.,.4.i

p. 387-389.

5 P-49I--493•?

ri.iii.c.5-32.-i

< 1. iv. 9. 12. >

C'• V. 15-22.3

9—15.
•45— Si-
p. lOI, III

p. 142-14«

n.ui.c.i-i2.7
il.iv.c.i3-25.S,'

Cc. 14—16. 7

221—47. S\

p. 389, 390.

p. 496, 497.

iv. c. I—.6.

Antiocli. The Battle.

l.lii.c.337
— 66. iv. >
1—26. i

p. 390—392.

C p. 498. )

1506.5.2.;
Jl.iv.9-24. ?

ll.v. 1-23. I

c. 4S-71.

C.27—38.

p. 15— 22.

p. 56—66.

p. 1•^22.

p.i49—'55-

17-56^5

p• 392-395•

512-523.

c. 72-91.

c. 39—52.

The Holy
Lance.

p. 18 —20.

p. 61, 62.

p. 116—119.

«p. 150. 7

ii52. 156.5

1. iv. c. 43.

Cp. 520. ?
1530• 533-5

l.vi. c. 14.

c. 100—109.

C.45.

Conqueft of Je
rul'alem.

p. 26—29.

p. 74-8..
p. 130— 138.

p. 173-1S3.

5 l.v.c. 45,46
.' I•

45;46• 7
1-50.5

400.

537•

Cl.vii.c.i-25. 7

I
i.viii.c.i-24. $

p. 396—400

P• 5-3— 537•

*^ The author of the Efprit des Croifades by fultan Soliman in Cappadocia, but who
has doubted, and might have diibelieved, ilill lives in the poem of Tafib (torn. iv.

the crufade and tragic death of prince Sueno, p. 111— i 15.).

with 1500 or 15,000 Danes, who was cut off

turers.
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^ ^^, d ^• turers. L The firfl rank both in war and council is iuftly due to
LVIII,

_ .

•
>. ' Godfrey of Bouillon ; and happy would it have been for the cru-

BouilloB. iaderSj if they had trufled themfelves to the fole conduct of that

accompliihed hero, a worthy reprefentative of Charlemagne, from

whom he was deicended in the female line. His father was of the

noble race of the counts of Boulogne : Brabant, the lower province

of Lorraine "', was the inheritance of his mother ; and by the em-

peror's bounty, he was himfelf invefted with that ducal title, which

has been improperly transferred to his lordfliip of Bouillon in the

Ardennes ''\ In the fervice of Henry the fourth, he bore the great

flandard of the empire, and pierced with his lance the breaft of

Rodolpli, the rebel king : Godfrey was the firft who afcended the

walls of Rome ; and his ficknefo, his vow, perhaps his remorfe for

bearing arms againft the pope, confirmed an early refolution of

vifiting the holy fepulchre, not as a pilgrim, but a deliverer. His

valour was matured by prudence and moderation ; his piety, though

blind, was fincere ; and, in the tumult of a camp, he praftifed the

real and fiftitious virtues of a convent. Superior to the private fac-

tions of the chiefs, he referved his enmity for the enemies of Chrifi:

;

and though he gained a kingdom by the attempt, his pure and difm-

terefted zeal was acknowledged by his rivals. Godfrey of Bouillon*'

was accompanied by his two brothers, by Euilace the elder, who had

fucceeded to the county of Boulogne, and by the younger, Baldwin,

a charader of more ambiguous virtue. The duke of Lorraine was

alike celebrated on either fide of the Rhine : from his birth and edu-

cation he was equally converfant with the French and Teutonic

'^ The fragments of the kingdoms of Lo- logne, part i. p. 54. Brabant, part ii.

tharingia, or Lorraine, were broken into the p. 4.7, 48. Bouillon, p. 134. On his de-

two duchies, of ihe Mofelle, and of the parture, Godfrey fold or pawned Bouillon to

Meui'e; the firft has preferved its name, which the church for 1300 marks,

in the latter has been changed into that of *' See the family charafler of Godfrey,

Brabant (Valef. Notit. Gall. p. 283— 2S8.). in William of Tyre, 1. ix. c. 5— 8.; his pre-

*'' See, in the Defcription of France, by vious defign on Guibert (p. 485.), his fick-

the Abbe de Longuerue, the articles oi Bou- nefs and vow, in Bernard. Thetaur. (c. 78.).

languages

:
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ianguagts : the barons of France, Germany, and Lorraine, aiTcinbled ^ ^^ ''^ ''•

their vaiTals ; and the confederate force that marched under his banner " .
'

was compofed of fourfcore thouland foot and about ten thou (and liorfe.

II. In the parliament that was held at Paris, in the king's prefence, . Hugh of

about two months after the council of Clermont, Hugh count of Robert of

Vermandois was the moil confpicuous of the princes who afllimcd RobTrt"o/'

the crofs. But the appellation of the great was applied, not fo much F'-fn'-^ers,

to his merit or pofleiTions (though neither were contemptible), as to Chanres.&c.

the royal birth of the brother of the king of France Robert

duke of Normandy was the eldeft fon of William the Conqueror

;

but on his father's death he v/as deprived of the kingdom of Eng-

land, by his own indolence and the ailivity of his brother Rufus.

The worth of Robert was degraded by an exceffive levity and eafr-

r.efs of temper: his cheerfulnefs feduced him to the indulgence of

pleafure ; his profufe liberality impoveriflied the prince and people

;

his indilcriminate clemency multiplied the number of offenders ; and

tlie amiable qualities of a private man became the elfential defeds of

a fovereign. For the trifling fum of ten thoufand marks he mort-

gaged Normandy during his abfence to the Englilh ufurper *'
; but

his engagement and behaviour in the holy war, announced in Robert

a reformation of manners, and refbored him in fome degree to the

public efteem. Another Robert was count of Flanders, a royal

province, which, in this century, gave three queens to the thrones

of France, England, and Denmark : he was furnamed the fword and

lance of the Chriftians ; but in the exploits of a foldier, he fome-

times forgot tlxe duties of a general. Stephen, count of Chartres, of

Blois, and of Troyes, was one of the riclieft princes of the age

;

*' Anna Comnena fuppofes, that Hugh 67•;. in Camden. Normanicis. He pawned
was proud of bis nobility, riches, and power the duchy for one hnndreiith part of the pre-

(I.»;. p. 288.): the two lall articles appear fent yearly revejiiie. Ti'n thoufand marks may
more equivocal ; but an £17» la, which feven be equal to five hundred thoufhnd livrcs, and
hundred years ago was famous in the palace Normandy annually yields fifty-fcven mil-

of Conftantinople, attefts the ancient dignity lions to the king (Necfcer, Adminiftrationdes
of the Capetian family of France. Finances, tofn. i. p. ?.S-•)•

' Will. Gemeticenfis, 1. vii. c. 7. p. 6-z,

io
'

and
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and the number of his caftles has been compared to the three hun-

dred and fixty-five days of the year. His mind was improved by

literature ; and in the council of the chiefs, the eloquent Stephen"'

was chofen to difcharge the ofiice of their prefident. Thefe four

were the principal leaders of the French, the Normans, and the pil-

grims of the Britiih ifles : but the lift of the barons who were pof-

fefled of three or four towns, would exceed, fays a contemporary,

III. Ray. the catalogue of the Trojan w^ar*'. III. In the fouth of France, the
inond of ° "^

_

'I'hoioufe. command was aifumed by Adhemar, biihop of Puy, the pope's le-

gate, and by Raymond, count of St. Giles and Tholoufe, who added

the prouder titles of duke of Narbonne and marquis of Provence.

The former was a refpeitable prelate, alike qualified for this world

and the next. The latter was a veteran warrior, who had fought

againft the Saracens of Spain, and who confecrated his declining age,

not only to the deliverance, but to the perpetual fervice, of the holy

fepulchre. His experience and riches gave him a ftrong afcendant

in the Chriftian camp, whofe diftrefs he was often able, and fome-

times willing, to relieve. But it was eafier for him to extort the

praife of the Infidels, than to preferve the love of his fubjeds and

aiTociates. His eminent qualities were clouded by a temper, haughty,

envious, and obftinate ; and, though he refigned an ample patri-

mony, for the caufe of God, his piety, in the public opinion, was

not exempt from avarice and ambition^". A mercantile, rather than

a martial fpirit, prevailed among his provhicials ^\ a common name,

which included the natives of Auvergne and Languedoc ^\ the vaflals

of
*' His original letter to his wife, is in- hiftory of the crufades, ihould ihine as the

ferted in the Spicilegium of Dom. Luc. firft of heroes in the writings of the Greeks
d'Acheri, torn. iv. and quoted in the Efpiit (Anna Comnen. Alexiad, 1. x, x\.) and the

dcs Croifades, torn. i. p. 63. Arabians (Longueruana, p. 129.).

*' Unius enim, duiim, trium feu quatuor '' Omnes de Burgundia, et Alvernia, at

oppidorum dominos quis numeret.? quorum Vafconia, et Gothi {of LanguedocJ, provin-

tanta fuit copia, ut non vix totidem Trojana ciales appellabantur, casteri vero Francigense

obfidio coegifle putetur (Ever the lively and et hoc in exercitu ; inter hoiles autem Franci

interefting Guibert, p. 486.). dicebantur. Raymond des Agiles, p. 144.
'° It is Angular enough, that Raymond of si 'pjjg tQ^^,[, of his birth, or firft appanage,

St. Giles, a fecond charader in the genuine was confecrated to St. /Egidius, whofe name,
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of the kingdom of Burgundy or Aries. From the adjacent frontier

of Spain, he drew a band of hardy adventurers ; as he marched

through Lombardy, a crowd of Italians flocked to his ftandard, and

bis united force confifted of one hundred thoufand horfe and foot.

If Raymond was the firft to enlift and the laft to depart, the delay

may be excufed by the greatnefs of his preparation and the pro-

mife of an everlafting fare\vell. IV. The name of Bohemond, the ^"^• ^^^'''

raond and
fon of Robert Guifcard, was already famous by his double vidtory Tancred.

over the Greek emperor : but his father's will had reduced him to

the principality of Tarentum, and the remembrance of his Eaftern

trophies, till he was awakened by the rumour and pafTage of the

French pilgrims. It is in the perfon of this Norman chief that we
may feek for the cooleft policy and ambition with a fmall allay of

religious fanaticifm. His conduit may juilify a belief that he had

fecretly direded the defign of the pope, which he affeded to fecond

with aftoniihment and zeal : at the fiege of Amalphi, his example

and difcourfe inflamed the pafllons of a confederate army ; he in-

ftantly tore his garment to fupply crofl^s for the numerous candi-

dates, and prepared to vifit Conftantinople and Afia at the head of

ten thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand foot. Several princes of

the Norman race accompanied this veteran general ; and his coufm

Tancred " was the partner, rather than the fervant, of the war. In

the accompliflied charafter of Tancred, we difcover all the virtues

of a perfed knight '*, the true fpirit of chivalry, which infpired the

generous

as early as the firft crufade, was corrupted enongh, that the family and country of fo

by the French into St. Gilles, or St. Giles, illuftrious a perfon ihould be unknown; but

It is fituate in the Lower Languedoc, between Muratori reafonably conjectures that he was
Nifmes and the Rhone, and ilill boafts a an Italian, and perhaps of the race of the

collegiate church of the foundation of Ray- marquiflesof Montferrat in Piedmont (Script.

mond (Melanges tires d'une grande Biblio- tom• v. p. 281, 282.).

theque, tom.xxxvii. p. ;i.). 5* To gratify the childifh vanity of the
" The mother of Tancred was Emma, houfe of Efte, TaiTo has inferted in his

fifterofthegreatRobert Guifcard; his father, poem, and in the firil crufade, a fabulous
the marquis Odo the Good. It is firgular hero, the brave and amorous Rinaldo (x. 75.
Vol. VI. XVa.
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generous fentiments and fecial offices of man, far better than the

bafe philofophy, or the bafer religion, of the times.

Chivalry. Between the age of Charlemagne and that of the crufades, a re-

volution had taken place among the Spaniards, the Normans, and

the French, which was gradually extended to the reft of Europe.

The fervice of the infantry was degraded to the plebeians ; the ca-

valry formed the ftrength of the armies, and the honourable name

mi/es, or foldier, was confined to the gentlemen" who ferved on

horfeback, and were invefted with the charadter of knighthood»

The dukes and counts, who had ufurped the rights of fovereignty,

divided the provinces among their faithful barons : the barons diftri-

buted among their vaflals the fiefs or benefices of their jurifdidion ;.

and thefe military tenants, the peers of each other and of their lord,

compofed the noble or equeftrian order, which difdained to conceive

the peafant or burgher as of the fame fpecies with themfelves. The

dignity of their birth was preferved by pure and equal alliances

;

their fons alone, who could produce four quarters or lines of an-

ceftry, without fpot or reproach, might legally pretend to the ho-

nour of knighthood ; but a valiant plebeian was fometimes enriched

and ennobled by the fword, and became the father of a new race*

A fingle knight could impart, according to his judgment, the cha-

ra£ter which he received ; and the warlike fovereigns of Europe de-

rived more glory from this perfonal diftindion, than from the luftre

of their diadem. This ceremony, of which fome traces may be

xvii. 66—94.). He might borrpw his name not lefs chimerical than the hero of Taflb

fromaRinaldo.withtheAquilabiancaEftenfe, (Muratori, AntichitaEftenfe, tom.i. p.350.).

who vanquiihed, as the ftandard-bearer of '' Of the words gentilis, gentilhomme,

the Roman church, the emperor Frederic I. gentleman, two etymologies are produced

(Storia Imperiale di Ricobaldo, in IVIuratori i. From the Barbarians of the fifth century.

Script. Ital. tom.ix. p. 360, Ariollo, Orlando the foldiers, and at length the conquerors of

Furiofo, iii. 30.)• But. I . The diiiance offixty the Roman empire, who were vain of their

years between the youth of the two Rinaldos, foreign nobility; and, 2. From the fenfe

deftroy^ their identity. 2. The Storia Im- of the civilians, who confider ^i«///// as fy-

periale is a forgery of the conte Boyardo, at nonymous with ingenuus. Selden inclines to

theendofthexv^'century (Muratori, p.281

—

the firrt, but the latter is more pure, as well

j8g.). 3. This Rinaldo, and his exploits, are as probable.

4 found
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found in Tacitus and the woods of Germany'*, was in its origin CHAP,
fimple and profane ; the candidate, after fome previous trial, was

invefted with his fword and fpurs ; and his cheek or ihoulder were

touched with a flight blow, as an emblem of the lail affront, which it

was lawful for him to endure. But fuperftition mingled in every public

and private a£lion of life ; in the holy wars, it fan£tified the profeflion

of arms ; and the order of chivalry was aiTimilated in its rights and

privileges to the facred orders of prieilhood. The bath and white

garment of the novice, were an indecent copy of the regeneration of

baptifm : his fword, which he offered on the altar, was blefled by the

minifters of religion ; his folemn reception was preceded by fails and

vigils ; and he was created a knight in the name of God, of St.

George, and of St. Michael the archangel. He fwore to accomplifli

the duties of his profeflion ; and education, example, and the public

opinion, were the inviolable guardians of his oath. As the champion

of God and the ladies (I blufh to unite fuch difcordant names), he

devoted himfelf to fpeak the truth ; to maintain the right ; to protedt

the diftreffed ; to pradife courtefy, a virtue lefs familiar to the ancients

;

to purfue the infidels ; to defpife the allurements of eafe and fafety

;

and to vindicate in every perilous adventure the honour of his cha-

rafter. The abufe of the fame fpirit provoked the illiterate knight

to difdain the arts of induflry and peace ; to efleem himfelf the fole

judge and avenger of his own injuries ; and proudly to negle£t the

laws of civil fociety and military difcipline. Yet the benefits of this

inflitution, to refine the temper of Barbarians, and to infufe fome

principles, of faith, juftice, and humanity, were ftrongly fdt, and

have been often obferved. The afperity of national prejudice was

foftened ; and the community of religion and arms fpread a fimilar

colour and generous emulation over the face of Chriflendom.

Abroad, in enterprife and pilgrimage, at home in martial exercife,

^* Framea fcutoque juvenem ornant. Tacitus, Germania, c. 13.

2 the
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the warriors of every country were perpetually afibciated ; and im-

partial taile muil; prefer a Gothic tournament to the Olympic games

of claflic antiquity ". Inftead of the naked fpe£tacles which cor-

rupted the manners of the Greeks, and baniilied from the ftadium

the virgins and matrons ; the pompous decoration of the lifts was

crowned with the prefence of chafte and high-born beauty, from

whofe hands the conqueror received the prize of his dexterity and

courage. The ikill and ftrength that were exerted in wreftling and

boxing, bear a diftant and doubtful relation to the merit of a fol-

dier; but the tournaments, as they were invented in France, and

eagerly adopted both in the Eail and Weft, prefented a lively image

of the bufmefs of the field. The fmgle combats, the general ikic-

miih, the defence of a pafs, or caftle, were rehearfed as in adtual

fervice ; and the conteft, both in real and mimic war, was decided

by the fuperior management of the horfe and lance. The lance

was the proper and peculiar weapon of the knight : his horfe was of

a large and heavy breed ; but this charger, till he was roufed by the

approaching danger, was ufually led by an attendant, and he quietly

rode a pad or palfrey of a more eafy pace. His helmet, and fword,

his greaves, and buckler, it would be fuperfluous to defcribe ; but I

may remark, that at the period of the crufades, the armour was lefs

ponderous than in later times ; and that, inftead of a mafly cuirafs,

his breaft was defended by an hauberk or coat of mail. When their

long lances were fixed in the reft, the warriors furioufly fpurred

their horfes againft the foe j and the light cavalry of the Turks and

Arabs could feldom ftand againft the diredt and impetuous weight

of their charge. Each knight was attended to the field by his faith-

ful fquire, a youth of equal birth and fimilar hopes ; he was fol-

" The athletic excrcifes, particularly the weigh the apology of Lucian, in the charac-

cceflus and pancratium, were condemned by ter of Solon. See Weft on the Olympic
Lycurgus, Phllopcemea. and Galen, a law- Games, in his Pindar, . ii. p. 86—96.
giver, a general, and a phyfician. Againft 245—248.

their authority and reafons, the reader may

3 lowed
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lowed by his archers and men at arms, and four, or five, or fix ^ ^ ^ P.

foldiers, were «computed as the furniture of a complete lance. In t -,-'_/

the expeditions to the neighbouring kingdoms or the Holy Land

the duties of the feudal tenure no longer fubfifted ; the voluntaiy

fervice of the knights and their followers was either prompted by

zeal or attachment, or purchafed with rewards and promifes; and the

numbers of each fquadron were meafured by the power, the wealth,

and the fame of each independent chieftain. They were diftin-

guiflied by his banner, his armorial coat, and his cry of war j and

the moft ancient families of Europe muft feek in thefe atchievements

the origin and proof of their nobility. In this rapid portrait of chi-

valry, I have been urged to anticipate on the ftory of the crufades,

at once an effed:, and a caufe, of this memorable inftitution *^

Such were the troops, and fuch the leaders, who aifumed the crofs J^.-rcli of the
princes to

for the deliverance of the holy fepulchre. As foon as they were Coniland-

relieved by the abfence of the plebeian multitude, they encouraged A^'u.'iogo,

each other, by interviews and meifages, to accompliili their vow ^'^,'
and haften their departure. Their wives and fillers were defirous ^^^'

of partaking the danger and merit of the pilgrimage ; their portable

treafures was conveyed in bars of filver and gold ; and the princes

and barons were attended by then- equipage of hounds and hawks to

amufe their leifure and to fupply their table. The difficulty of pro-

curing fubfiftence for fo many myriads of men and hories, engaged

them to feparate their forces ; their choice or fituation determined

the road ; and it v>ras agreed to meet in the neighbourhood of Con-

ftantinople, and from thence to begin their operations againfl: the

Turks. From the banks of the Meufe and the Mofelle, Godfrey of

Bouillon followed the direcil way of Germany, Hungary, and Bul-

garia : and, as long as he exercifed the fole command, every ftep

-^ On the curious fubjeils of knighthood, c. i. -,. 5. 8.), Ducange (GIofT. Latin.
knights-ft-rvice, nobility, arms, cry of war, torn. iv. p. 398—412, &c. DiiTertations fur

banners, and tournaments, an ample fund of Joinville (i. vi—xii. p. 127— 142. p. 165—
information may be fought in Selden (Opera, 222.), and M. de St. Palaye (MemoLres fur la

torn. iii. parti. Titles of Honour, part ii. Chevalerie).

afforded
"



30 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, afforded fome proof of his prudence and virtue. On the confines

V—.—-» of Hungary he was flopped three weeks by a Chriftian people, to

whom the name, or at leaft the abufe, of the crofs was juftly odious.

The Hungarians ftill fmarted with the wounds which they had re-

' ceived from the firft pilgrims : in their turn they had abufed the

right of defence and retaliation ; and they had reafon to apprehend

a fevere revenge from an hero of the fame nation, and who was

engaged in the fame caufe. But, after weighing the motives and

the events, the virtuous duke was content to pity the crimes and

misfortunes of his worthlefs brethren ; and his twelve deputies, the

meifengers of peace, requefted in his name a free paflage and an

equal market. To remove their fufpicions, Godfrey trufted himfelf,

and afterwards his brother, to the faith of Carloman king of Hun-

gary, who treated them with a fimple but hofpitable entertainment

:

the treaty was fandtified by their common gofpel ; and a proclama-

tion, under pain of death, reftrained the animofity and licence of the

Latin foldiers. From Auilria to Belgrade, they traverfed the plains

of Hungary, without enduring or offering an injury ; and the

proximity of Carloman, who hovered on their flanks with his nu-

merous cavalry, was a precaution not lefs ufeful for their fafety than

for his own. They reached the banks of the Save ; and no fooner

had they paffed the river, than the king of Hungary reftored the

hoftages, and faluted' their departure with the faireft wiihes for the

fuccefs of their enterprife. With the fame condudl and difcipline,

Godfrey pervaded the woods of Bulgaria and the frontiers of Thrace

;

and might congratulate himfelf, that he had almoft reached the firft

term of his pilgrimage, without drawing his fword againft a Chrif-

tian adverfary. After an eafy and pleafant journey through Lom-
bardy, from Turin to Aquileia, Raymond and his provincials marched

forty days through the favage country of Dalmatia " and Sclavonia.

The

" The FamiliK Dalmaticae of Ducange hiftorians are recent and fabulous, the Greeks

are meagre and imperfedl ; the national remote and careiefs. In the year 1104,

Coloman
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The weather was a perpetual fog ; the land was mountainous and CHAP.
defolatc ; the natives were either fugitive or hoftile : loofe in their > ,,—/
religion and government, they refufed to furniih provifions or guides

;

murdered the ftragglers ; and exercifed by night and day the vigi-

lance of the count, who derived more fecurity from the puniih-

ment of fome captive robbers than from his interview and treaty

with the prince of Scodra *°. His march between Durazzo and

Conftantinople was harafled, without being flopped, by the peafants

and foldiers of the Greek emperor ; and the fame faint and ambigu-

ous hoftility was prepared for the remaining chiefs, who paiTed the

Adriatic from the coaft of Italy. Bohemond had arms and veflels,

and forefight and difcipline ; and his name was not forgotten in the

provinces of Epirus and Theffaly. Whatever obftacles he encoun-

tered were furmounted by his military condud: and the valour of

Tancred j and if the Norman prince affedled to fpare the Greeks, he

gorged his foldiers with the full plunder of an heretical caftle ".

The nobles of France preifed forwards with the vain and thought-

lefs ardour of which their nation has been fometimes accufed. From

the Alps to Apulia the march of Hugh the Great, of the two Ro-

berts, and of Stephen of Chartres, through a wealthy country, and

amidft the applauding Catholics, was a devout or triumphant pro-

grefs : they kiifed the feet of the Roman pontiff; and the golden

ftandard of St. Peter was delivered to the brother of the French

Coloman reduced the maritime country as Militare del Impero Ottomano, p. 12S.)•

far as Trau and Salona (Katona, Hift. Crit. *' in Pelagonia caftrum haireticum

tom.iii. p• 195—207.). fpoliatum cum fuis habitatoribus igne com-
*° Scodras appears in Livy as the capital buffere. Nee id eis injuria contigit : quia

and fortrefs of Gentius king of the lllyrians, illorum deteftabilis fermo et cancer ferpebat,

arx munitifllma, afterwards a Roman colony jamque circumjacentes regiones fuo pravo

(Cellarius, tom.i. p. 393, 394.)• It is now dogmate fcedaverat (Robert. Mon.p.36, 37.)-

called Ifcodar, or Scutari (d'Anville, Geo- After coolly relating the fail, the archbilhop

graphie Ancienne, torn. i. p. 164.). The Baldric adds, as a praife, Omnes fiquidem
fanjiak (now a pafha) of Scutari, or Schen- i!li viatores, Judeos, hxreticos, Saracenos
deire, was the !'"" under the Beglerbeg of squaliter habent exofo»; quos omnes appel-

Romania, and furnilhed 600 foldiers on a lant inimicos Dei (p. 92.).

revenue of 78,787 rix-doUars (Marligli, Stato

monarch.
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^"

l" III
^' '^^°"^^"<^^ "• ^^^ i" this vifit of piety and pleafure, they negleaecl

^^—^—J to fecure the feafon, and the means, of their embarkation : the

winter was infenfibly loft ; their troops were fcattered and corrupted

in the towns of Italy. They feparately accompliihed their paflage,

regardlefs of fafety or dignity : and within nine months from the

feaft of the Aflumption, the day appointed by Urban, all the Latin

princes had reached Conftantinople. But the count of Vermandois

was produced as a captive ; his foremoft veflels were fcattered by a

tempeft ; and his perfon, againft the law of nations, was detained

by the lieutenants of Alexius. Yet the arrival of Hugh had been

announced by four-and-twenty knights* in golden armour, who

commanded the emperor to revere the general of the Latin Chrifti-

ans, the brother of the King of kings ".

Policy of the In fome Oriental tale I have read the fable of a fhepherd, who
emperor • j » i

AlexiusCom- was rumed by the accompliihment of his own wiflies : he had
r.enus.

A. 0/1096, prayed for water; the Ganges was turned into his grounds, and his

A. D. 1097, flock and cottage wer« fwept away by the inundation. Such was
May.

the fortune, or at leaft the apprehenfion, of the Greek emperor

Alexius Comnenus, whofe name has already appeared in this hif-

tory, and whofe condu£l is fo differently reprefented by his daughter

Anne''*, and by the Latin writers^'. In the council of Placentia,

**
ewo ,, rr.t --, Ts 'A^«a haps married to the younger NIcephorus Bry-- (Alexiad, 1. X. p. z88.). ennius, whom ihe fondly flyles tu.'^^

*^ <£{ , nxi «.(- (. . . zgS) zg6.). Some moderns have ;/aa-

4>fa7"/i«a TfaTEUfiaToi ---.. This Oriental gineJ, that her enmity to Bohemond was the

pomp is extravagant in a count of Verman- fruitof difappointedlove. In the tranfaflionsof

dois; but the patriot Ducarge repeats with Conftantinople and Nice, her partial accounts

much complacency (Not. ad Alexiad. p. 352, (Alex. 1. x, xi. p. 283—317-) may be op-

353. Differt. xxvii. fur JoinviDe, p. 315.), pofed to the partiality of the Latins, but in

the palTages of Matthew Paris (A. D. 1254.) their fubfequent exploits Ihe is brief and ig-

and FroiiTard (vol. iv. p. 201.), which llyle norant.

the king of France, rex' regum, and chef ^^ In their views of the charafter and con-

de tous les rois Chretiens. du£l of Alexius, Maimbourg has favoured

^* Anna Comnena was born the i^' of the Catholic Franks, and Voltaire has beea

December, A.D. 1083, indiftion vii. (Alex- partial to \.\ie /chijmatic Greeks. The pre-

iad, l.vi. p. 166, 167.). At thirteen, the time judice of a philofopher is lefs excufable than

iif the firft cnifade, ihe was nubile, and per- that of a Jefuit.

his
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his ambafladors had foliclted a moderate fuccour, perhaps of ten

thoufand foldiers : but he was ailoniihed by the approach of fo many-

potent chiefs and fanatic nations. The emperor fluftuated between

hope and fear, between timidity and courage ; but in the crooked

policy which he miftook for wifdom, I cannot believe, I cannot dif-

cern, that he malicioufly confpired againil the life or honour of the

Fi-ench heroes. The promifcuous multitudes of Peter the hermit

were favage beafts, alike deftitute of humanity and reafon : nor was

it was poffible for Alexius to prevent or deplore their deftrudion.

The troops of Godfrey and his peers were lefs contemptible, but not

lefs fufpicious, to the Greek emperor. Their motives might be pure

and pious ; but he was equally alarmed by his knowledge of the

ambitious Bohemond, and his ignorance of the Tranfalpine chiefs

:

the courage of the French was blind and headftrong ; they might be

tempted by the luxury and wealth of Greece, and elated by the view

and opinion of their invincible ftrength j and Jerufalem might be

forgotten in the profped of Conilantinople. After a long march

and painful abftinence, the troops of Godfrey encamped in the plains

of Thrace ; they heard with indignation, that their brother, the

count of Vermandois, was imprifoned by the Greeks; and their

reludant duke was compelled to indulge them in fome freedom of

retaliation and rapine. They were appeafed by the fubmiifion of

Alexius ; he promifed to fupply their camp ; and as they refufed in

the midft of winter, to pafs the Bofphorus, their quarters were af-

figned among the gardens and palaces on the ihores of that narrow

fea. But an incurable jealoufy ftill rankled in the minds of the two

nations, who defpifed each other as Have» and Barbarians. Igno-

rance is the ground of fufpicion, and fufpicion was inflamed into

daily provocations : prejudice is blind, hunger is deaf; and Alexius

is accufed of a defign to ftarve or aiTauIt the Latins in a dangerous

poft, all fides encompafled with the waters ". Godfrey founded

his

•' Between the Black Sea, the Bofphorus, fummer, and runs fifteen miles through a flat

and the river Barbyfes, whieh is deep in meadow. Its communication with Europe

Vol. VI. F and

33
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CHAP, his trumpets, burft the net, overfpread the plain, and Infulted the

> ^,
I fuburbs : but the gates of Conilantinople were ftrongly fortified

;

the ramparts were lined with archers ; and after a doubtful confiidt,

both parties liftened to the voice of peace and i-eligicn. The gifts

and promifes of the emperor infenfibly foothed the fierce fpirit of

the weilern ilrangers ; as a Chriflian warrior, he rekindled their zeal

for the profecution of their holy enterprife, which he engaged to

fecond with his troops and treafures. On the return of fpring,

Godfrey was perfuaded to occupy a pleafant and .plentiful camp in

Afia ; and no fooner had he paiTed the Bofphorus, than the Greek

veiTels were fuddenly recalled to the oppofite iliore. The fame policy

was repeated with the fucceeding chiefs, who were fwayed by the

example, and weakened by the departure, of their foremoil compa-

nions. By his ikill and diligence, Alexius prevented the union of

any two of the confederate armies at the fame moment under the

walls of Conilantinople ; and before the feail of the Pentecoft not a

Latin pilgrim was left on the coafl of Europe.

He obtains The fame arms which threatened Europe, might deliver Afia, and

of the cru- repel the Turks from the neighbouring Ihores of the Bofphorus and
faders.

Hellefpont. The fair provinces from Nice to Antioch were the

recent patrimony of the Roman emperor ; and his ancient and per-

petual claim ftill embraced the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt. In

his enthufiafm, Alexius indulged, or aifeded, the ambitious hope of

leading his new aUies to fubvert the thrones of the Eaft : but the

calmer dictates of reafon and temper dilluaded him from expofing

his royal perfon to the faith of unknown and lawlefs Barbarians.

His prudence, or his pride, was content with extorting from the

French princes an oath of homage and fidelity, and a folemn pro-

mife, that they would either reftore, or hold, their Afiatic conquefts,

as the humble and loyal vaifals of the Roman empire. Their inde-

and Conilantinople is by the (lone bridge of Bofphoro Thracio, 1. ii. c. 3. Ducangej

the Blacherna:, which in fucceflive ages was C. P. Chriiliana, l.iv. C. 2. p. 179•)•

iellored'by Juilinian and Bafil (Gyllias de

S pendcBt
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pendent ipirit was fired at the mention of tliis foreign and voluntary CHAP.
fervltude : they fuccefllvely yielded to the dextrous application of Vi -— ->

gifts and flattery ; and the firft profelytes became the moil eloquent

and efiedual miflionaries to multiply the companions of their ihamc.

The pride of Hugh of Vermandois was foothed by the honours of

his captivity ; and in the brother of tlie French king, the example

of fubmiffion was prevalent and weighty. In the mind of Godfrey

of Bouillon every human confideration was fubordlnate to the glory

of God and the fuccefs of the crufade. He had firmly refilled the

temptations of Bohemond and Raymond, who urged the attack and

conquefl of Conftantinople. Alexius eileemed his virtues, deferv-

edly named him the champion of the empire, and dignified his

homage with the filial name and the rites of adoption *^ The

hateful Bohemond \vas received as a true and ancient ally ; and if the

emperor reminded him of former hoflilities, it was only to praife the

valour that he had difplayed, and the glory that he had acquired, in

the fields of Durazzo and LariiTa. The fon of Guifcard was lodged

and entertained, and ferved with Imperial pomp : one day, as he

paiTed through the gallery of the palace, a door was carelefsly left

open to expofe a pile of gold and filver, of filk and gems, of curious

and coilly furniture, that was heaped in feeming diforder, from the

floor to the roof of the chamber. " What conquefts," exclaimed

the ambitious mifer, " might not be atchieved by the poflefllon of

" fuch a treafure ?" " It is your own," replied a Greek attendant

who watched the motions of his foul ; and Bohemond, after fome

hefitation, condefcended to accept this magnificent prefent. The

Norman was flattered by the afliirance of an independent principality,

and Alexius eluded, rather than denied, his daring demand of the

ofRce of great domellic, or general, of the Eaft. The two Roberts,

the fon of the conqueror of England, and the kinfman of three

" There were two forts of adoption, the Ducange (fur Joinville, diiT. . p. 270.)

one by arms, the other by introducing the fuppofes Godfrey'^ adoption to have been of

fon between the fliirt and friln of his father, the latter fort.

F 2 queens,
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^
LVifi

^' ^"^^^^"» bowed in their turn before the Byzantine throne. A
« >r—' private letter of Stephen of Chartres attefts his admiration of the em-

peror, the moil excellent and liberal of men, who taught him to

believe that he was a favourite, and promifed to educate and efta-

blifli his youngeft fon. In his fouthern province, the count of St.

Giles and Tholoufe faintly recognized the fupremacy of the king of

France, a prince of a foreign nation and language. At the head of

an hundred thoufand men, he declared, that he was the foldier and

fervant of Chrift alone, and that the Greek might be fatisfied with

an equal treaty of alliance and friendihip. His obftinate refiftance

enhanced the value and the price of his fubmiflion ; and he ihone,

fays the princefs Anne, among the Barbarians, as the fun amidft the

ftars of heaven. His difguft of the noife and infolence of the

French, his fufpicions of the defigns of Bohemond, the emperor im-

parted to his faithful Raymond ; and that aged flatefman might

clearly difcern, that however falfe in friendihip, he was fmcere in his

enmity ". The fpirit of chivalry was laft fubdued in the perfon of

Tancred ; and none could deem themfelves difhonoured by the imi-

tation of that gallant knight. He difdained the gold and flattery of

the Greek monarch ; aflaulted in his prefence an infolent patrician ;

efcaped to Afia in the habit of a private foldier ; and yielded with a

figh to the authority of Bohemond and the intereft of the Chriftian

caufe. The beft and moft oftenfible reafon was the impoiTibility of

paffing the fea and accomplifhing their vow, without the licence

and the velTels of Alexius ; but they cheriflied a fecret hope, that as

foon as they trod the continent of Afia, their fwords would obliterate

their ihame, and diflblve the engagement, which on his fide might

not be very faithfully performed. The ceremony of their homage

was grateful to a people who had long fince confidered pride as the

fubftitute of power. High on his throne, the emperor fat mute and

*' After his retarn, Robert of Flanders the firll aft in Rymer's Foedera.

became the ma» of the king of England, *' Senfit vetus regnandi, falfos in amore,

for a penfion of four hundred marks. See odia non fingere. Tacit, vi. 44.

immovable

:
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immovable : his majefty was adored by the Latin princes ; and CHAP,
they fubmitted to kifs either. his feet or his knees, an indignity which > -.- j

their own writers are aihamed to confefs and unable to deny '°.

Private or public intereft fuppreffed the murmurs of the dukes

and counts : but a French baron (he is fuppofed to be Robert of '«"« of
the Franks.'

Paris ") prefumed to afcendj' the throne, and to place himfelf by

the fide of Alexius. The fage reproof of Baldwin provoked him

to exclaim, in his barbarous idiom, " Who is this ruftic, that keeps

" his feat, while fo many valiant captains are ftanding round

" him ?" The emperor maintained his filence, diifembled his in-

dignation, and queflioned his interpreter concerning the meaning of

the words, which he partly fufpe£ted from the univerfal language of

gefture and countenance. Before the departure of the pilgrims, he

endeavoured to learn the name and condition of the audacious

baron. " I am a Frenchman," replied Robert, " of the pureft and

*' moft ancient nobility of my country. All that I know is, that

" there is a church in my neighbourhood '\ the refort of thofe who
" are defirous of approving their valour in fingle combat. Till an

" enemy appears, they addrefs their prayers to God and his faints.

" That church I have frequently vifited, but never have I found

" an antagonift who dared to accept my defiance." Alexius dif-

'" The proud hiftorians of the crufades wounded, after fighting in the front in the

fiide and Humble over this humiliating ilep. battle of Dorylsum (1. xi. p. 317.)• This

Yet, fince the heroes knelt to falute the em- circumftance may juftify the fufpicion of Du-
peror as he fat motionlefs on his throne, it is cange (Not. p. 362 ), that he was no other

clear that they muft have kilTed either his feet than Robert of Paris, of the dillrift moll pe-

er knees. It is only fingular, that Anna cuiiarly ftyled the Duchy or Ifland of France

fliould not have amply fiipplied the filence or (Ulfle de France).

ambiguity of the Latins. The abafement '"With the fame penetration, Ducange dif-

of their princes, would have added a fine covers his church to be that of St. Draufus,

chapter to the Ceremoniale Aula: Byzantina;. or Drofin, of Soiflbns, quern duello dimica^

" He called himfelf (Dpyyo? turi folent invocare: pugiles qui ad memo-
tii>£vw» (Alexias, 1. x. p. 301.). What a title riam ejus (his tomb) pernoftant invidos red-

of nobleffe of the xi'•' century, if any one dit, ut et deBurgundia et Italia tali neceffitate

could now prove his inheritance! Anna re- confugiatur ad eunii Joan. Sariberienfis,

.

lates, with vifible pleafure, that the Avelling epift, 139,

Barbarian, T(Tt«pc(«voc, was killed, or

mifled
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mlfTed the challenger with prudent aJvice for his conduib in

the Turkiih warfare ; and hiftory repeats with pleafure this lively

example of the manners of his age and country.

Their review The conquefl of Afia was undertaken and atchieved by Alexander,
and numbers,

, 1/^13
A. D. 1097, with thirty-five thoufand Macedonians and Greeks ' ; and his heft
May.

hope was in the ftrength and difcipline of his phalanx of infantry.

The principal force of the crufaders confided in their cavalry ; and

when that force was muftered in the plains of Bithynia, the knights

and their martial attendants on horfeback amounted to one hundred

thoufand fighting men, completely armed with the helmet and coat

of mail. The value of thefe foldiers deferved a ftrid and authentic

account ; and the flower of European chivalry might furniili, in a

firfl: eifort, this formidable body of heavy horfe. A part of the in-

fantry might be enrolled for the fervice of fcouts, pioneers, and

archers ; but the promifcuous crowd were loft in their own diforder

;

and we depend not on the eyes or knowledge, but on the belief and

fancy, of a chaplain of count Baldwin '*, in the eftimate of fix

hundred thoufand pilgrims able to bear arms, befides the priefts and

monks, the women and children, of the Latin camp. The reader

ftarts ; and before he is recovered from his furprife, I ihall add, on

the fame teftimony, that if all who took the crofs had accomplifhed

their vow, above six millions would have migrated from Europe

to Afia. Under this oppreflion of faith, I derive fome relief from a

more fagacious and thinking writer ", who, after the fame review

of the cavalry, accufes the credulity of the prieft of Chartres, and

even doubts whether the Cifalpine regions (in the geography of a

Frenchman) were fufficient to produce and pour forth fuch incre-

" There is fome diverfity on the numbers apprehend his difference between the Franci

«f his army: but no authority can be com- znaGaUi,Ita!i znayipuli. Elfewhere (p. 385.)

pared with that of Ptolemy, who ftates it at he contemptuoudy brands the deferters.

iive thoufand horfe and thirty thoufand foot " Guibert, p. 556. Yet even his gentle

<fee Ulher's Annales, p. 152.)• oppoiition implies an immenfe multitude. By
'+ Fulcher. Carnotenfis, p. 387. He enu- Urban \[. in the fervour of his zeal, it is only

merates nineteen nations of different names rated at 300,000 pilgrims (epiil. xvi. Concil.

and languages (p. 389.) ; but I do not dearly torn. xii. 731.).

dible
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dible multitudes. Tlie cooled: fceptlcifm will remember, that of thefe CHAP,
religious volunteers great numbers never beheld Conftantinople and _ .

'

/

Nice. Of enthufiafm the influence is irregular and tranfient : many-

were detained at home by reafon or cowardice, by poverty or weak-

nefs ; and many were repulfed by the obftacles of the way, the more

infuperable as they were unforefeen to thefe ignorant fanatics. The

favage countries of Hungary and Bulgaria were whitened with their

bones : their vanguard was cut in pieces by the Turkiih fultan ; and

the lofs of the firft adventure by the fword, or climate, or fatigue,

has already been ftated at three hundred thoufand men. Yet the

myriads that furvived, that marched, that preiTed forwards on the

holy pilgrimage, were a fubjedt of aftonifliment to themfelves

and to the Greeks. The copious energy of her language finks

under the efforts of the princefs Anne '"
: the images of locufts, of

leaves and flowers, of the fands of the fea, or the ftars of heaven, im-

perfedly reprefent what ihe had feen and heard ; and the daughter of

Alexius exclaims, that Europe was loofened from Its foundations^

and hurled againft Afia. The ancient hofts of Darius and Xerxes

labour under the fame doubt of a vague and indefinite magnitude

;

but I am inclined to believe, that a larger number has never been

contained within the lines of a fingle camp than at the fiege of Nice,

the firft operation of the Latin princes. Their motives, their cha-

rafters, and their arms, have been already difplayed. Of theit

troops, the moft numerous portion were natives of France : the Low
Countries, the banks of the Rhine, and Apulia, fent a powerful re-

inforcement : fome bands of adventurers were drawn from Spain,

Lombardy, and England " ; and from the diftant bogs and moun-

tains

" Alexias, 1. x. p. 283. 305. Her fafti- one example, Sangeles, for the count of St.

dious delicacy complains of their ftrange and Giles.

imrticulate names, and indeed there is fcarce- " William of Malmibury (who wrote about

ly ne that (he has not contrived to disfigure the year 1130) has inferted in his hiftory

with the proud ignorance, fo dear and fami- (1. iv. p. 130—154) a narrative of the firft

liar to a poliihed people. I lliall feleft only crufade : but I wiih that, inftead of liftening
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tains of Ireland or Scotland'' iflued fome naked and favage fanatics,

ferocious at home but unwarlike abroad. Had not fuperftition con-

demned the facrileglous prudence of depriving the pooreft or weakeft

Chriftian of the merit of the pilgrimage, the ufelefs crowd, with

mouths, but without hands, might have been ftationed in the Greek

empire, till their companions had opened and fecured the way of the

Lord. A fmall remnant of the pilgrims, who paiTed the Bofphorus,

was permitted to vifit the holy fepulchre- Their northern conftitu-

tion was fcorched by the rays, and infeiled by the vapours, of a

Syrian fun. They confumed, with heedlefs prodigality, their ftores

of water and provifion : their numbers exhaufted the inland coun-

try ; the fea was remote, the Greeks were unfriendly, and the Chrif-

tians of every fe£t fled before the voracious and cruel rapine of their

brethren, in the dire neceflity of famine, they fometimes roafted

and devoured the fleih of their infant or adult captives. Among the

Turks and Saracens, the idolaters of Europe were rendered more

odious by the name and reputation of cannibals : the fpies who in-

troduced themfelves into the kitchen of Bohemond, were fliewn

feveral human bodies turning on the fpit ; and the artful Norman

encouraged a report, which encreafed at the fame time the abhorrence

and the terror of the infidels ".

Siege of I have expatiated with pleafure on the firft fteps of the crufaders,

a!*D. ICQ7 ^^ *^^y P^ii^t tlie manners and charadter of Europe : but I ihall

^lay !4— abridge the tedious and uniform narrative of their blind atchievc-
jiine JO. "-*

to the tenue murmur which had pafled the apply to the Iriih bogs. William of Malmibury

Britiih ocean (p. 143.)) he had confined him- exprefsly mentions the Welih and Scots, &c.

felf to the numbers, families, and adven- (1. iv. p. 133.) whoquitted, the formervenatio-

cures of his countrymen. I find in Dugdale, nemfaltuum,thelatterfamiliaritatem pulicum.

that an Englifh Norman, Stephen earl of " This cannibal hunger, fometimes reaf,

r Ibemarle and HolderneiTe, led the rear- more frequently an artifice or a lye, may be

I'uard with duke Robert, at the battle of An- found in Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1. x,

doch (Baronage, parti, p. 61.). p. 288.), Guibert (p. 46.). Radulph. Ca-
'*VideresScotorumapudfefcrocium alias im- dom. (c. 97.). The ftr^tagem is related by
belliumcuneos (Guibert,p.47i.): ihe ai/s in- the author of the Gella Francoruni, the monk
f^'iilum, and hi/jiii/ach/amys, may fun theUigh- Robert Baldric, and Raymond des Agues,
linden ; but the finibus uliginofis, may rather in the fiege and famine of Antioch.

I ^ ments.
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ments, which were performed by ilrength and are defcrlbed by ^ " ^ ^•

i"-norance. From their firil ftation in the neighbourhood of Nico- >, *

media, they advanced in fucceflive divifions
;

paiTed the contracted

Hmit of the Greek empire ; opened a road through the hills, and

commenced by the fiege of his capital, their pious warfare againft

the Turkifli fultan. His kingdom of Roum extended from the

Hellefpont to the confines of Syria, and barred the pilgrimage of

Jerufalem : his name wms Kilidge-Arflan, or Soliman '°, of the

race of Seljuk, and fon of the firft conqueror; and in the defence of

a land which the Turks confidered as their own, he deferved the

praife of his enemies, by whom alone he is known to pofterity.

Yielding to the firft impulfe of the torrent, he depofited his family

and treafure in Nice ; retired to the mountains with fifty thoufand

horfe ; and twice defcended to aflault the camps or quarters of the

Chriftian befiegers, which formed an imperfedl circle of above fix

miles. The lofty and folid walls of Nice were covered by a deep

ditch, and flanked by three hundred and feventy towers ; and on the

verge of Chriftendom, the Moflems were trained in arms and in-

flamed by religion. Before this city, the French princes occupied

their ftations, and profecuted their attacks without correfpondence

or fubordination : emulation prompted their valour ; but their valour

was fullied by cruelty, and their emulation degenerated into envy

and civil difcord. In the fiege of Nice, the arts and engines of an-

tiquity were employed by the Latins ; the mine and the battering-

ram, the tortoife, and the belfrey or moveable turret, artificial fire,

and the catapult and bal'tfl^ the fling, and the crofs-bow for the caft-

ing of fl:ones and darts ". In the fpace of feven weeks, much labour

and

His Mufulman appellation of Soliman but little more than his name can be found
is ufed by the Latins, and his charafter is in the Mahometan writers, who are dry and
highly embelliihed by Taflb. His Turkilh fulky on the fubjeft of the firft crufade (de
name of Kilidge-Arflan (A. H. 485—;oo. Guignes, torn. iii. p. ii. p. 10—30.)•
A.D. 1192— 1106. See deGuignes's Tables, »' On the fortifications, engines, and
torn. i. p. 245.) is employed by the Orien- fieges of the middle ages, fee Muratori (An-
tals, and with fome corruption by the Greeks: tiquitat.Italis, torn. ii. dilTerc. xxvi. p. 452—

Vol. VI. Q
524.).
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CHAP, and blood were expended, and feme progrefs, efpeclally by count

«—

V

' Raymond, was made on the fide of the befiegers. But the Turks

could protradt their refiftance and fecure their efcape, as long as

they were mafters of the lake " Afcanius, which ftretches feveral

miles to the weilward of the city. The means of conqueft were

fupplied by the prudence and induftry of Alexius ; a great number

of boats was tranfported on fledges from the fea to the lake ; they

were filled with the moil dextrous of his archers ; the flight of the

fultana was intercepted ; Nice was invefl:ed by land and water; and a

Greek emifllary perfuaded the inhabitants to accept his mafl:er's protec-

tion, and to fave themfelves, by a timely furrender, from the rage of the

favages of Europe. In the moment of victory, or at leaft of hope, the

crufaders, thirfl:ing for blood and plunder, were awed by the Imperial

banner that ftreamed from the citadel ; and Alexius guarded with jea-

lous vigilance this important conqueft. The murmurs of the chiefs were

ftifled by honour or intereft ; and after an halt of nine days, they

direded their march towards Phrygia under the guidance of a Greek

general, whom they fufpeiled of a fecret connivance with the fultan.

The confort and the principal fervants of Soliman had been honour-

ably reftored without ranfom ; and the emperor's generofity to the

mifcreants
"' was interpreted as treafon to the Chriftian caufe.

Battle of Soliman was rather provoked than difraayed by the lofs of his

A°D.To'^7, capital : he admoniihed his iubjeds and allies of this fl:range inva-

^"'^ ^-
fion of the weftern Barbarians ; the Turkiih emirs obeyed tlie call

of loyalty or religion ; the Turkman hords encamped round his

ftandard ; and his whole force is loofely ftated by the Chriftians at

524.)• The ^f^rf«W, from whence our bel- " A/^rrcaw/, a word invented by the French

frey, was the moveable tower of the ancients crufaders, and confined in that language to

(Ducan^e, torn. i. p. 608.)• its primitive fenfe. it (hould feem, that the

'^ I cannot forbear remarking the refem- zeal of our anceilors boiled higher, and that

blance between the iiege and lake of Nice, they branded every unbeliever as a rafcal.

with the operations of Herman Cortez before A iimilar prejudice ftill lurks in the minds of

Me«ico. See Dr, Robenfon, Hill, of Ame- many who think tiierafelves Ciiriilians.

ricai . v.

7 »
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two hundred, or even three hundred and fixty, thoufand horfe. Yet

he patiently waited till they had left behind them the fea and the

Greek frontier; and hovering on the flanks, obferved their carelefs and

confident progrefs in two columns beyond the view of each other.

Some miles before they could reach DorylrEum in Phrygia, the left,

and leaft numerous, divifion was furprifed, and attacked, and almoft

opprefled, by the Turkiih cavalry **. The heat of the weather, the

clouds of arrows, and the barbarous onfet, overwhelmed the crufaders;

they loft their order and confidence, and the fainting fight was fuftain-

ed by the perfonal valour, rather than by the military condud, of Bo-

hemond, Tancred, and Robert of Norntandy. They were revived

by the welcome banners of duke Godfrey, who flew to their fuc-

cours with the count of Vermandois, and fixty thoufand horfe ; and

was followed by Raymond of Tholoufe, the biihop of Puy, and the

remainder of the facred army. Without a moment's paufe, they

formed in new order, and advanced to a fecond battle. They were

received with equal refolution ; and, in their common difdain for

the unwai-like people of Gi-eece and Afia, it was confefl'ed on both

fides, that the Turks and the Franks were the only nations entitled

to the appellation of foldiers''. Their encounter was varied and

balanced by the contraft of arms and difcipline ; of the diredl charge,

and wheeling evolutions ; of the couched lance, and the brandiihed

javelin ; of a weighty broad-fword, and a crooked fabre ; of cum-

brous armour, and thin flowing robes j and of the long Tartar bow,

and the or crofs-bow, a deadly weapon, yet unknown to the

Orientals **. As long as the horfes were freih and the quivers full,

Soliman

**Baronius has produced averydoubtful let- ^' Veruntamen dicunt fe eiTe de Franco-
tcr to his brother Roger (A. D. logS, N°i5,)• rum generatione; et quia nullus homo na-
The enemies confifted of Medes, Perfians, turaliter debet effe miles nifi Franci et Turci
Chaldsans: be it fo. The firft attack vvas (Gefta Francorum, p. 7.)• The fame com-
cum noftroincommodo; true and tender. But munity of blood and valour is atteiled by
why Godfrey of Bouillon and Hugh brothers? archbilhop Baldric (p. 99.).
Tancred is ftyled///ai; of whom? certainly '^, Bakfira, Arbaleflrc. See Me-
not of Roger, norofBohemond. ratori, Antiq. torn. ii. p. 517-52+. Du-

G 2 cange.
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CHAP. Sollman maintained the advantage of the day ; and four thoufand

V, .-., 1 Ciiriftians were pierced by the Turkiih arrows. In the evening,

fwiftnefs yielded to ftrength ; on either fide, the numbers were

equal, or at leaft as great as any ground could hold, or any generals

could manage ; but in turning the hills, the laft divifion of Ray-

mond and his provincials was led, perhaps without defign, on the

rear of an exhaufted enemy ; and the long conteft was determined.

Befides a namelefs and unaccounted multitude, three thoufand Pagan

knights were flain in the battle and purfuit ; the camp of Soliman

\vas pillaged ; and in the variety of precious fpoil, the curiofity of

the Latins was amufed with foreign arms and apparel, and the new

afped of dromedaries and camels. The importance of the vidlory

was proved by the hafty retreat of the fultan : referving ten thou-

fand guards of the relics of his army, Soliman evacuated the king-

dom of Roum, and haftened to implore the aid, and kindle the

March refentment, of his Eaftern brethren. In a march of five hundred

LeffeAfia! "^iles, the crufaders traverfed the Lefler Afia, through a wafted land

July—Sep- ^j^(j deferted towns, without finding either a friend or an enemy.
tember, "

_

'

The geographer '' may trace the pofition of DorylcEum, Antioch

of Pifidia, Iconium, Archelais, and Germanicia, and may compare

thofe claffic appellations with the modern names of Eiliiihehr the old

city, Akihehr the white city, Cogni, Erekli, and Maraih. As the

pilgrims pafled over a defert, where a draught of water is exchanged

for filver, they were tormented by intolerable thirft ; and on the

banks of the firft rivulet, their hafte and intemperance were ftiil

more pernicious to the diforderly throng. They climbed with toil

and danger the fteep and flippery fides of mount Taurus : many of

cangc, GlolT- Latin, tom.i. p• 53i> 532•

In the time of Anna Comnena, this weapon,

which Ihe defcribes under the name of

txangra, was unknown in the Eaft (1. x.

p. 291.). By an humane inconfiftency, the

pope ilrove to prohibit it in Chrillian wars.

" The curious reader may compare the

claffic learning of Cellarius, and the geogra-

phical fcience of d'Anville. William of Tyre

is the only hiftorian of the crufades who has

any knowledge of antiquity; and M. Otter

trod almoll in the footileps of the Franks

from Conftantinople to Antioch (Voyage en

Turquie et en Perfe, tom.i. p. 35—SS.).

the
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the foldiers caft away their arms to fecure their footfteps ; and had

not terror preceded their van, the long and trembling file might

have been driven down the precipice by an handful of refolute ene-

mies. Two of their moft refpeftable chiefs, the duke of Lorraine

and the count of Tholoufe, were carried in litters : Raymond was

raifed, as it is faid by miracle, from an hopelefs malady j and God-

frey had been torn by a bear, as he purfued that rough and perilous

chace in the mountains of Piildia.

To improve the general confternation, the coufm of Bohemond Baldwin
founds the

and the brother of Godfrey were detached from the main army with principality

their refpedive fquadrons of five, and of feven, hundred knights. a.d/

They over-ran in a rapid career the hills and fea-coaft of Cilicia,
'°97—»•5'

from Cogni to the Syrian gates : the Norman ftandard was firft

planted on the walls of Tarfus and Malmiftra ; but the proud in-

juftice of Baldwin at length provoked the patient and generous

Italian ; and they tm-ned their confecrated fwords againil each other

in a private and profane quarrel. Hoaour was the motive, and fame

the reward, of Tancred ; but fortune fmiled on the more felfiih en- '

terprife of his rival ". He was called to the affiftance of a Greek

or Armenian tyrant, who had been fuffered under the Turkifli yoke

to reign over the Chriftians of Edefla. Baldwin accepted the cha-

rader of his fon and champion ; but no fooner was he introduced

into the city, than he inflamed the people to the maflacre of his

father, occupied the throne and treafure, extended his conquefts

over the hills of Armenia and the plain of Mefopotamia, and

founded the firft principality of the Franks or Latins, which fub-

fifted fifty-four years beyond the Euphrates "".

°' This detached conquell of Edefla is beil prince with Tancred, his partiality is en-
reprefented by Fulcherius Carnotenfis, or of countered by the partiality of Radulphus
Chanres (in the colleflions of Bongarfius, Cadomenfis, the foldier and hiftorian of the
Duchefne, andMartenne), the valiant chap- gallant marquis.
kin of count Baldwin (Efprit de; Croifades, «» See de Gulgnes, Hift. des Hans, tom.i.
lom.i. p. 13, 14.). In the difputes of that p. 456.

Before
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CHAP.
LVllI.

Before the Franks could enter Syria, the fummer, and even the

autumn, were completely wafted : the fiege of Antloch, or the fe-

Antioch, paration and repofe of the army during the winter feafon, was

oiiobe'ra^—
^rongly debated in their council : the love of arms and the holy

A. D. 1098, fepulchre urged them to advance ; and reafon perhaps was on the

fide of refolution, fmce every hour of delay abates the fame and

force of the invader, and multiplies the refources of defenfive war.

The capital of Syria was protected by the river Orontes ; and the

iron bridge, of nine arches, derives its name from the maify gates

of the two towers which are conftruded at either end. They were

opened by the fword of the duke of Normandy : his vidlory gave

entrance to three hundred thoufand crufaders, an account which may-

allow fome fcope for loifes and defertion, but which clearly deteds

much exaggeration in the review of Nice. In the defcription of

Antioch '°, it is not eafy to define a middle terra between her ancient

magnificence, under the fucceiTors of Alexander and Auguftus, and

the modern afped of Turkilh defolation. The Tetrapolis, or four

cities, if they retained their name and pofition, muft have left a

large vacuity in a circumference of twelve miles ; and that meafure,

as well as the number of four hundred towers, are not perfedtly con-

fiftent with the five gates, fo often mentioned in the hiftory of the

fiege. Yet Antioch muft have ftill flourifhed as a great and populous

capital. At the head of the Turkiih emirs, Baghifian, a veteran

chief, commanded in the place : his garrifon was compofed of fix or

feven thoufand horfe, and fifteen or twenty thoufand foot : one hun-

dred thoufind Moflems are faid to have fallen by the fword ; and

their numbers were probably inferior to the Greeks, Armenians, and

Syrians, who had been no more than fourteen years the flaves of the

houfe of Seljuk. From the remains of a folid and ftately wall, it

'° For Antioch, fee Pococke (Defcription Otter's notes), the Index Geographicus of

of the Eart, vol. ii. p. i. p. 188 — 193•)» Schultens (ad calcem Bohadin. Vit. Saladin.),

Otter (Voyage ea Turquie, &c. torn. i. and Abuifeda (Tabula Syrise, p. 115, 116.

p. 81, &c.)> the Turkifh geographer (in verf. Reilke).

appears
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appears to have arifen to the height of threefcore feet in the vallies ; CHAP,
and wherever lefs art and labour had been applied, the ground was '

fuppofed to be defended by the river, the morafs, and the moun-

tains. Notvi'ithftanding thefe fortifications, the city had been re-

peatedly taken by the Perfians, the Arabs, the Greeks, and the

Turks ; fo large a circuit muft have yielded many pervious points of

attack ; and in a fiege that was formed about the middle of Odober,

the vigour of the execution could alone juftify the boldnefs of the

attempt. Whatever ftrength and valour could perform in the field

was abundantly difcharged by the champions of the crofs : in the

frequent occafions of fallies, of forage, of the attack and defence of

convoys, they were often vi£lorious j and we can only complain,

that their exploits are fometimes enlarged beyond the fcale of pro-

bability and truth. The fword of Godfrey " divided a Turk from

the ihoulder to the haunch j and one half of the infidel fell to the

ground, while the other was tranfported by his horfe to the city

gate. As Robert of Normandy rode againft his antagonift, " I de-

" vote thy head," he pioufly exclaimed, " to the demons of hell
;"

and that head was inftantly cloven to the breaft by the refiftlefs

ftroke of his defcending faulchion. But the reality or the report

of fuch gigantic prowefs '* muft have taught the Moilems to keep

within their walls ; and againft thofe Avails of earth or ftone, the

fword and the lance were unavailing weapons. In the flow and

fucceffive labours of a fiege, the crufaders were fiiTune and ignorant

without ikill to contrive, or money to purchafe, or induftry to ufe,

the artificial engines and implements of afiault. In the conqueft of

9' Enfem elevat, eunnque a finiftra parte ra'ne nataret (Radu!ph. Cadom. c.^j. p.304.)•
fcapularum, tanta virtute intorfit ut quod Yet he jurtifies the ased hy the /u/ietidis viri-

peftus medium disjunxit fpinam et vitalia in- bus of Godfrey; and William ofTyre covers
terrupi:, et fic iubricus enfis fuper crus de.x- it by oftupuit populus fafli novitate . . . . mira-
trum integer exivit ; ficque caput integrum bilis (1. v. c.6. p.-joi.). Yec it muft not have
cum dextra parte corporis immerfit gurgiie, appeared incredible to tlie knights of that

partemquequ^equoprsfidebat remific civiiaii age.

(Robert. Mon. p. .). Cujusenle trsjedas, "^ See the exploits of Robert, Raymond,
Turcus duofaauseftTurci; ut inferior alter and the moJeft Tancred, who impofed IJlence

in urbem equitaret, alter arcitenens in fiu- on his fquire (Radulph. Cadom. c. 53.).

Nice,
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Nice, they had been powerfully affifted by the wealth and knowledge

of the Greek emperor : his abfence was poorly fupplied by fome

Genoefe and Pifan veflels, that were attrafled by religion or trade to•

the coaft of Syria : the ftores were fcanty, the I'eturn precarious, and

the communication difficult and dangerous. Indolence or weaknefs

had prevented the Franks from inveiling the entire circuit ; and the

perpetual freedom of two gates relieved the wants and recruited the

garrifon of the city. At the end of feven months, after the ruin of

thjeir cavalry, and an enormous lofs by famine, defertion, and fatigue,

the progrefs of the crufaders was imperceptible, and their fuccefs

remote, if the Latin UlylTes, the artful and ambitious Bohemond,

had not employed the ai-ms of cunning and deceit. The Chriftians

of Antioch were numerous and difcontented : Phirouz, a Syrian

renegado, had acquired the favour of the emir and the command of

three towers ; and the merit of his repentance difguifed to the

Latins, and perhaps to himfelf, the foul defign of perfidy and trea-

fon. A fecret correfpondence, for their mutual intereft, was foon

eftablifhed between Phirouz and the prince of Tarento ; and Bohe-

mond declared in the council of the chiefs, that he could deliver the

city into their hands. But he claimed the fovereignty of Antioch as

the reward of his fervice ; and the propofal which had been rejedled

by the envy, was at length extorted from the diilrefs, of his equals.

The nodlurnal furprife was executed by the French and Norman

princes, who afcended in perfon the fcaling-ladders that were thrown

from the walls : their new profelyte, after the murder of his too fcru-

pulous brother, embraced and introduced the fervants of Chrift ; the

army ruihed through the gates ; and the Moflems foon found, that

although mercy was hopelefs, refiftance was impotent. But the ci-

tadel ftill refufed to furrender ; and the vidors themfelves were

fpeedily encompafled and befieged by the innumerable forces of Ker-

boga, prince of Moful, who, with twenty- eight Turkiih emirs, ad-

vanced to the deliverance of Antioch. Five-and-twenty days the

Chriftians
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Chriftians fpcnt on the verge of deftiudion ; and the proud lieu- CHAP.
tenant of the caHph and the fultan left them only the choice of fer- L-»

vitude or death ". In this extremity they collected the relics of Viaory of

their ftrength, fallied from the town, and in a fingle memorable A. D. 1098?

day annihilated or difperfed the hoft of Turks and Arabians, which
^^'

they might fafely report to have confifted of fix hundred thoufand

men °*. Their fupernatural allies I fliall proceed to confider : the

human caufes of the viQory of Antioch were the fearlefs defpair of

the Franks ; and the furprife, the difcord, perhaps the errors, of fheir

unikilful and prefumptuous adverfaries. The battle is defcribed with as

much diforder as it was fought ; but we may obferve the tent of Ker-

boga, a moveable and fpacious palace, enriched with the lu.xury of

Afia, and capable of holding above two thoufand perfons ; we may

diftinguiih his three thoufand guards, who were cafed, the horfes as

well as the men, in complete ftcel.

In the eventful period of the fiege and defence of Antioch, the Theirfamine

crufaders were alternately exalted by vidory or funk in defpair ; at Antioch!

either fwelled with plenty or emaciated with hunger. A fpecula-

tive reafoner might fuppofe, that their faith had a ftrong and fe-

rious influence on their pradice ; and that the foldiers of the crofs,

the deliverers of the holy fepulchre, prepared themfelves by a fober

and virtuous life for the daily contemplation of martyrdom. Ex-

perience blows away this charitable illufion : and feldom does the

hiftory of profane war difplay fuch fcenes of intemperance and

proftitution as were exhibited under the walls of Antioch. The

'^ After mentioning the dirtrefs and humble Tyre (I. vi. c. 3. p. 714.), Bernard Thefau-
petition of the Franks, Abulpharagius adds rarius (0.39. p.ogij.), are content with the

the haughty reply of Codbukay or Kerboga; vague expreiTions of infinita multitudo, im-
non evafuri eilis nifi per gladium (Dynall. menfum agmen, innumers copix or ge.ntes,

p. 242.)• which correfpond with the ^, a,xfiuiA.r,Tw•

'* In defcribing the hoft of Kerboga, moil ^ of Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1. xi.

of the Latin hiftorians, the author of the p. 3 18—320.). The numbers of the Turks
Gefta (p. 17.), Robert Monachus (p. 56.), are fixed by Albert Aquenfis at 200,000
Baldric (p. ill.). Fulcherius Carnotenfis (1. iv. c. 10. p. 242.), and by Radulphus
(p. 392.). Guibert (p. 512.), William of Cadomenfisat 400,000 horfe (c. 72. 309.).

Vol. VI. grove
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P• grove of Daphne no longer flouriihed ; but the Syrian air was ftUl

impregnated with the fame vices ; the Chriftians were feduced by

every temptation °' that nature either prompts or reprobates ; the

authority of the chiefs was defpifed ; and fermons and edi6ts were

alike fruitlefs againft thofe fcandalous diforders, not lefs pernicious

to military difcipline, than repugnant to evangelic purity. In the

firft days of the fiege and the poiTeiTion of Antioch, the Franks

confumed with wanton and thoughtlefs prodigality the frugal fub-

fiftence of weeks and months : the defolate country ho longer yield-

ed a fupply ; and from that country they were at length excluded

by the arms of the befieging Turks. Difeafe, the faithful compa-

nion of want, was envenomed by the rains of the winter, the fum-

mer heats, unwholefome food, and the clofe imprifonment of mul-

titudes. The pi£lures of famine and peftilence are always the fame,

and always difguftful ; and our imagination may fuggeft the nature

of their fuiferings and their refources. The remains of treafure or

fpoil were eagerly laviihed in the purchafe of the vileil: nourifhment

;

and dreadful mufi; have been the calamities of the poor, fince, after

paying three marks of filver for a goat and fifteen for a lean cameP',

the count of Flanders was reduced to beg a dinner, and duke God-

frey to borrow an horfe. Sixty thoufand horfes had been reviewed

in the camp : before the end of the fiege they were diminilhed to

two thoufand, and fcarcely two hundred fit for fervice could be

muftered on the day of battle. Weaknefs of body, and terror of

mind, extinguifhed the ardent enthufiafm of the pilgrims ; and

every motive of honour and religion was fubdued by the defire of

95 See the tragic and fcandalous fate of a kid or lamb, from one (hilling to eighteen

an archdeacon of royal birth, who was (lain of our prefent money: in the fecond famine,

by the Turks as he repofed in an orchard, a loaf of bread, or the head of an animal,

playing at dice with a Syrian concubine. fold for a piece of gold. More examples
** The value of an ox rofe from five folidi might be produced ; but it is the ordinary,

(fifteen (hillings) at Chriftmas to two marks not the extraordinary, prices, that deferve

(four pounds), and afterwards much higher: the notice of the philofopher.

1

6

life.
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life ". Among the chiefs, three heroes may be found without fear C H A p.

or reproach : Godfrey of Bouillon was fupported by his magnani- ^ .

'

•

mous piety ; Bohemond by ambition and intereft ; and Tancred de-

clared, in the true fpirit of chivalry, that as long as he was at the

head of forty knights, he would never relinquifh the enterprife of

Paleftine. But the count of Tholoufe and Provence was fufpedted

of a voluntary indifpofition ; the duke of Normandy was recalled

from the fea-ihore by the cenfurcs of the church ; Hugh the Great

though he led the vanguard of the battle, embraced an ambiguous

opportunity of returning to France ; and Stephen count of Chartres

bafely deferted the ftandard which he bore, and the council in which

he prefided. The foldiers were difcouraged by the flight of William

vifcount of Melun, furnamed the Carpetiter^ from the weighty

ftrokes of his axe ; and the faints were fcandalifed by the fall of

Peter the Hermit, who, after arming Europe againft Afia, attempted

to efcape from the penance of a neceiTary fail:. Of the multitude of

recreant warriors, the names (fays an hiftorian) are blotted from

the book of life ; and the opprobrious epithet of the rope-dancers

was applied to the deferters who dropt in the night from the walls

of Antioch. The emperor Alexius °', who feemed to advance to the

fuccour of the Latins, was dlfmayed by the aflxirance of their hope-

lefs condition. They expedted their fate in filent defpair ; oaths and

punifliments were tried without effedl ; and to roufe the foldiers to

the defence of the walls, it was found neceiTary to fet fire to their

quarters.

For their falvation and viftory, they were indebted to the fame Legfnd of

fanaticifm which had led them to the brink of ruin. In fuch a
i^ance°^•

caufe, and in fuch an army, vifions, prophecies, and miracles, were

" Alii multi, quorum nomina non tene- '^ See the progrefs of the crufade, the re-

mus, quia deleta de libro vitt prafenti operi treat of Alexius, the viilory of Antioch, and
non funt inferenda (Will. Tyr. 1. vi. c. 5. the conqueft of Jerufalem, in the Alexiad,

p. 715 ). Guibert (p. 518. 523.) attempts 1. xi. ^ . ,^-^-,•] . Anna was fo prone to

to excufe Hugh the Great, and even Stephen exaggeration, that ihe magnifies the exploits

of Chartres. of the Latins.

2 frequent
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frequent and familiar. In the diftrefs of Antioch, they were re-

peated with unufual energy and fuccefs : St. Ambrofe had affured a

pious ecclefiaftic, that two years of trial muft precede the feafon of

deliverance and grace ; the deferters were flopped by the prefence

and reproaches of Chrifl; himfelf ; the dead had promifed to arife

and combat with their brethren ; the Virgin had obtained the pardoa

of their fms ; and their confidence was revived by a vifible fign, the

feafonable and fplendid difcovery of the holy lance. The policy

of their chiefs has on this occafion been admired, and might furely

be excufed ; but a pious fraud is feldom produced by the cool con-

fpiracy of many perfons; and a voluntary impoftor might depend on

the fupport of the wife and the credulity of the people. Of the

diocefe of Marfellles, there was a prieft of low cunning and loofe

manners, and his name was Peter Bartholemy. He prefented him-'

felf at the door of the council-chamber, to difclofe an- apparition of

St. Andrew, which had been thrice reiterated in his fleep, with a

dreadful menace, if he prefumed to fupprefs the commands of

heaven. " At Antioch," faid the apoftle, " in the church of my
" brother St. Peter, near the high altar, is concealed the fteel head

" of the lance that pierced the fide of our Redeemer. In three days,

" that inftrumeni of eternal, and now of temporal, falvation, will

" be manifefted to his difciples. Search and ye fliall find : bear it

" aloft in battle ; and that myftic weapon ihall penetrate the fouls of

" the mifcreants." The pope's legate, the biiliop of Puy, alfeited

to liften with coldnefs and diftruft ; but the revelation was eagerly

accepted by count Raymond, whom his faithful fuhjed, in the name

of the apoftle, had chofen for the guardian of the holy lance. Tiie

experiment was refolved ; and on the third day, after a due prepa-

ration of prayer and failing, the prieft of MarfciUes introduced

twelve trufty fpedators, among whom were the count and his chap-

lain ; and the church-doors were barred againil the impetuous mul-

titude. The ground was opened in the appointed place ; but the

\yorkmen.
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workmen, who relieved each other, dug to the depth of twelve feet CHAP,
without dilcovering the objeiTt of their fearch. In the evening, when < „ »

count Raymond had withdrawn to his poft, and the weary affiftants

began to murmur, Bartholemy, in his ihirt,, and without his ihoes,,

boldly defcended into the pit ; the darknefs of the hour and of the

place enabled him to fecrete and depofit the head of a Saracen

lance ; and the firll found, the firft gleam, of the ileel, was fainted

with a devout rapture. The holy lance was drawn from its recefs,.

wrapt in a veil of filk and gold, and expofed to the veneration of the

cruiliders ; their anxious fufpenfe burft forth in a general ihout of

joy and hope, and the defponding troops were again inflamed with

the euthufiafm of valour. Whatever had been the arts, and what-

ever might be the fentiments of the chiefs, they ikilfully improved

this fortunate revolution by every aid that difcipline and devotion

could afibrd. The foldiers were difmifled to their quarters with an

injundion to fortify their minds and bodies for the approaching

conflidl, freely to beftow their lail pittance on themfelves and their

horfes, and to expeft with the dawn of day the fignal of vidory.

On the feftival of St. Peter and St. Paul, the gates of Antioch were

thrown open ; a martial pfalm, " Let the Lord arife, and let his

" enemies be fcattered !" was chaunted by a proceffion of priefts and

monks ; the battle array was marfhalled in twelve divifions, in ho-

nour of the twelve apoftles ; and the holy lance, in the abfence of

Raymond, was entrufted to the hands of his chaplain. The influ-

ence of this relic or trophy was felt by the fervants, and perhaps by

the enemies, of Chrifl: '" ; and its poteat energy was heightened by

an accident, a ftratagem, or a rumour, of a miraculous complexion.

Three knights, in white garments and refplendent arms, either Celediar

ifliied, or leemed to iiTi.ie, from the hills ; the voice of A.dhemar, the

»9 The Mahometan Aboulmahafen (apud pharagius: the Greek princefs confounds it

ie Guigncs, torn. ii. p. ii. p, 95.) is more with a nail of the crofs (I xi. p. :;:6 ); the
correa in his account of the holy lance than Jacobite primate, with St. Peter silalf (p. 242.)•
the Chriftians, Anna Comncna and Abul-

S pope'^s
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^
/vin

^' P^P^'^ legate, proclaimed them as the martyrs St. George, St. The-

« y—_/ odore, and St. Maurice ; the tumult of battle allowed no time for

doubt or fcrutiny ; and the welcome apparition dazzled the eyes or

the imagination of a fanatic army. In the feafon of danger and

triumph, the revelation of Bartholemy of Marfeilles was unaui-

moufly aflerted ; but as foon as the temporary fervice was accom-

pliflied, the perfonal dignity and liberal alms which the count of

Tholoufe derived from the cuftody of the holy lance, provoked the

envy, and awakened the reafon, of his rivals. A Norman clerk

prefumcd to lift, with a philofophic fpirit, the truth of the legend,

the circumftances of the difcovery, and the character of the pro-

phet ; and the pious Bohemond afcribed their deliverance to the

merits and interceffion of Chrift alone. For a while, the Provin-

cials defended their national palladium with clamours and arms ; and

new vifions condemned to death and hell the profane fceptlcs, who pre-

fumed to fcrutinife the truth and merit of the difcovery. The prevalence

of incredulity compelled the author to fubmit his life and veracity

to the judgment of God. A pile of dry faggots, four feet high,

and fourteen long, was ereded in the midft of the camp ; the flames

burnt fiercely to the elevation of thirty cubits ; and a narrow path

of twelve inches was left for the perilous trial. The unfortunate

prieil of Marfeilles traverfed the fire with dexterity and fpeed ; but

his thighs and belly were fcorched by the intenfe heat ; he expired

the next day ; and the logic of believing minds pay fome re-

gard to his dying proteftations of innocence and truth. Some ef-

forts were made by the Provincials to fubftitute a crofs, a ring, or a

tabernacle, in the place of the holy lance, which foon vaniihed in

contempt and oblivion ""'. Yet the revelation of Antioch is gravely

'°° The two antagoniils who exprefs the Fulcherius Carnotenfis prefumes to fay, au-

iroll int'mate knowledge and the ftrongcft dite fraudem et non fraudem ! and after-

convidlion of the miracle, and of \)fraud, are wards, invenit lanceam, faliaciter occultatam

Raymond des Aglles, and Radulphus Cado- forfitan. The reft of the herd are loud and

menfis, the one attached to the count of ftrenuous.

Thouloufe, the other to the Norman prince.

aiTerted
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/ aiTerted by fucceeding hiftorians ; and fuch is the progrefs of ere- CHAP.
'

dulity, that miracles, moft doubtful on the fpot and at the moment, i. -.- '_/

• will be received with implicit faith at a convenient diilance of time

and fpace.

The prudence or fortune of the Franks had delayed their inva- The ftate of

. . .01 ^^^ Turks
fion till the decline of the Turkifh empire ' . Under the manly and caliphs

government of the three firft fultans, the kingdoms of Afia were ° ^'^ "

united in peace and juftice ; and the innumerable armies which they

led in perfon were equal in courage, and fuperior in difcipline, to

the Barbarians of the Weft. But at the time of the crufade, the in-

heritance of Malek Shaw was difputed by his four fons ; their pri-

vate ambition was infenfible of the public danger ; and, in the vi-

ciffitudes of their fortune, the royal vafliils were ignorant, or regard-

lefs, of the true objecil of their allegiance. The twenty-eight emirs,

\^ho marched with the ftandard of Kerboga, were his rivals or ene-

mies
J

their hafty levies were drawn from the towns and tents of

Mefopotamia and Syria ; and the Turkifh veterans were employed

or confumed in the civil wars beyond the Tigris. The caliph of

Egypt embraced this opportunity of weaknefs and difcord, to recover

his ancient poifeiTions ; and his fultan Aphdal befieged Jerufalem

and Tyre, expelled the children of Ortok, and reftored in Paleftine

the civil and ecclefiaftical authority of the Fatimites'". They heard

with aftoniihment of the vaft armies of Chriftians that had palled

from Europe to Afia, and rejoiced in the fieges and battles which

broke the power of the Turks, the adverfaries of their fed and mo-
narchy. But the fame Chriftians were the enemies of the prophet

;

and from the overthrow of Nice and Antioch, the motive of their

enterprile, which was gradually underftood, would urge them for-

' ' SeeM. deGuignes(fom ii. p. ii. p. 223, Hift. Patriarch. A'exandrin. p. 478. de
iic.);-jnd the 2nk]es of Bariiaroi,Mi>/}ammeJ, Gufgnes, torn, i (j. 249. from Abulfeda and
Saitgiar, in d'Herbelot. Ben Schounahl. jerufalem ante adventiim

The emir, or fultan Aphdal, recovered veltrum reci|jera•. imus, Turcos ejecimus, fay
Jerufalem and Tyre, A, H. 489 (Renaudot, the Fatimitc ambdfi^u'ors.

wards
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wards to the banks of the Jordan, or perhaps of the Nile. An in-

tercourfe of epiftles and embaffies, which rofe and fell with the

events of war, was maintained between the throne of Cairo and the

camp of the Latins ; and their adverfe pride was the refult of igno-

rance and enthufiafm. The minifters of Egypt declared in an

haughty, or infinuated in a milder, tone, that their fovereign, the

true and lawful commander of the faithful, had refcued Jerufalem

from the Turkiih yoke ; and that the pilgrims, if they would divide

their numbers, and lay afide their arms, Ihould find a fafe and

hofpitable reception at the fepulchre of Jefus. In the belief of their

loft condition, the caliph Moftali defpifed their arms and impri-

foned their deputies : the conqueft and vi£lory of Antioch prompted

him to folicit thofe formidable champions with gifts of horfes and

filk robes, of vafes, and purfes of gold and filverj and in his eftimate

of their merit or power, the firft place was aifigned to Bohemond,

and the fecond to Godfrey. In either fortune, the anfwer of the

crufaders was firm and uniform : they difdained to enquire into the

private claims or pofleffions of the followers of Mahomet : what-

foever was his name or nation, the ufurper of Jerufalem was their

enemy ; and inftead of prefcribing the mode and terms of their pil-

grimage, it was only by a timely furrender of the city and province,

their facred right, that he could deferve their alliance, or deprecate

their impending and irrefiftible attack "".

Delay of the Yet this attack, when they were within the view and reach of

a.^d!''io98, their glorious prize, was fufpended above ten months after the de-

\"' f^^*^ °f Kerboga. The zeal and courage of the crufaders were chilled

^"y• in the moment of vidory : and, inftead of marching to improve the

confternation, they haftily difperfed to enjoy the luxury, of Syria.

The caufes of this ftrange delay may be found in the want of ftrength

°' See the tranfaflions between the caliph Aquenfis (1. iii. c. 59.). who are more fen-

of Egypt and the crufaders, in William of lible of their importance, than the contem-

Tyre (1. iv. c. 24. 1. vi. c. 19.) and Albert porary writers.

and
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and fubordinatlon. In the painful and various fervice of Antloch, CHAP,
, . LVIII.

the cavahy was annihilated ; many thoufands of every rank had been

loft by famine, ficknefs, and defertion : the fame abufe of plenty had

been produdtive of a third famine ; and the alternative of intempe-

rance and diftrcfs, had generated a peftilerice, which fvvept away above

fifty thoufand of the pilgrims» Few were able to command, and

none were willing to obey : the domeilic feuds, which had been

ftifled by common fear, were again renewed in ads, or at leaft in

fentiments, of hoftility ; the fortune of Baldwin and Bohemond

excited the envy of their companions ; the bravefl: knights were en-

lifted for the defence of their new principalities; and count Raymond

exhaufted his troops and treafures in a idle expedition into the heart

of Syria. The winter w^as confumed in difcord and diforder ; a

fenfe of honour and religion was rekindled in the fpring ; and the

private foldiers, lefs fuiceptible of ambition and jealoufy, awakened

with angry clamours the indolence of their chiefs. In the month of Their march

May, the relics of this mighty hoft proceeded from Antioch to a/d.^'iopS".'

Laodicea ; about forty thoufand Latins, of whom no more than ^^y '3—
^ ' June o.

fifteen hundred horfe, and twenty thoufand foot, were capable of

immediate fervice. Their eafy march was continued between mount
Libanus and the fea-fhore ; their wants v/ere liberally fupplied by
the coafting traders of Genoa and Pifa ; and they drew large con-

tributions from the emirs of Tripoli, Tyre, Sidon, Acre, and Cx-fa-

rea, who granted a free paiTage, and promifed to follow the example

of Jerufalem. From Ccefarea they advanced into the midland coun-

try ; their clerks recognifed the facred geography of Lydda, Ramla,

Emaus, and Bethlem, and as foon as they defcribed the holy city,

the crufaders forgot their toils and claimed their reward '"*.

Jerufalem has derived fome reputation from the number and im- siege and

c 1 1 1 r' -r ... ,-
conquell of

portance ot her memorable fieges. It was not till after a long and jerufalem,

'°+ Thegreateft part of the march of the falem (p. 11—67.), "n ^^^ meilleurs mor-
Franks is traced, and moil accurately traced, ceau.v, fans contredit, qu'on ait dans ce genre
iQ Maundrell's Journey from Aleppo to Jeru- (d'Anville, Memoire fur Jerufalem, p. 27.).

Vol. VI. I obftinate



5 THE DECLINE AND FALL

obflinat• centeft that Babylon and Rome could prevail againft tbe

obftinacy of the people, the craggy ground that might iliperfede the

June 7— ' neceffity of fortifications, and the walls and towers that would have
J^y'5•

fortified the moft acceffible plain "'. Thefe obftacles were diminifhed

in the age of the crufades. The bulwarks had been completely de-

ftroycd and imperfedlly reftored : the Jews, their nation and wor-

ihip, were for ever baniihed ; but nature is lefs changeable than

man, and the fite of Jerufalem, though fomewhat foftened and fome-

what removed, was ftill ilrong againft the aiTaults of an enemy.

By the experience of a recent fiege and a three years poiieffion, the

Saracens of Egypt had been taught to difcern, and in fome degree

to remedy, the defeats of a place, which religion as well as honour

forbade them to refign. Aladin or Iftikhar, the caliph's lieutenant,

was entrufted with the defence : his policy ftrove to reftrain the na-

tive Chriftians by the dread of their own ruin and that of the holy

fepulchre ; to animate the Moilems by the aflurance of temporal

and eternal rewards. His garrifon is faid to have confiiled of forty

thoufand Turks and Arabians ; and if he could mufter twenty thou-

fand of the inhabitants, it muft be confeffed that the beficged were

more numerous than the befieging army "'^ Had the diminiflied

ilrength and numbers of the Latins allowed them to grafp the whole

circumference of four thoufand yards (about two Engliih miles

and an half "°'), to what ufeful purpofe ihould they have defcended

•°5 See the mafterly defcription of Tacitus citus himfelf at 600,000, and that the largeft

(Hift. V. 11, 12, 13.), who fuppofes. that defalcation, that his accepimus can juftify,

the Jewiih lawgivers had provided for a per- will ftill leave them more numerous than the

petual ftate of hoftility againft the reft of man- Rom an army,

kind. '°' Maundrell» who diligently perambu-
'"^ The lively fcepticifm of Voltaire is lated the walls, found a circuit of 4630

balanced with fenfe and erudition by the paces, or 4167 Engliih yards (p. 109, no.):

French author of the Efprit des Croifades from an authentic plan, d'Anviile concludes

(tom.iv. p. 386 — 388.), who obferves, that a meafure nearly fimilar of i960 French /ffz/fj

according to the Arabians, the inhabitants (p. 23— 29.), in his fcarce and valuable

of Jerufalem muft have exceeded 200,000; tradl. For the topography of Jerufalem, fee

that in the fiege of Titus, Jofephus collefls Reland (Paleftina, tom.ii. p. 832—S60.).

1,300,000 Jews; that they are ftated by Ta--

intO'
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into the valley of Ben Himmon and torrent of Cedrpn ''\ or ap- C A P,

proached the precipices of the South and Eaft, from whence they '..
" >

had nothing either to hope or fear ? Their fiege was more reafon-

ably direded againft the northern and weftern fides of the city.

Godfrey of Bouillon eredled his ftandard on the firil fwell of mount

Calvary : to the left, as far as St. Stephen's gate, the line of attack

was continued by Tancred and the two Roberts ; and count Ray-

mond eftabliihed his quarters from the citadel to the foot of mount

Sion, which was no longer Included within the precinds of the city.

On the fifth day, the crufaders made a general aflault in the fanatic

hope of battering down the walls without engines, and of fcaling

them without ladders. By the dint of brutal force, they burft the

firft barrier, but they were driven back with fliame and ilaughter

to the camp : the influence of vifion and prophecy was deadened

by the too frequent abufe of thofe pious ftratagems ; and time and

labour were found to be the only means of vi£tory. The time of

the fiege was indeed fulfilled in forty days, but they were forty days

of calamity and anguiih. A repetition of the old complaint of fa-

mine may be imputed in fome degree to the voracious or diforderly

appetite of the Franks ; but the ftony foil of Jerufalem is almoft

deftitute of water ; the fcanty fprings and hafty torrents were dry

in the fummer feafon ; nor was the thiril of the befiegers relieved, as

in the city, by the artificial fupply of cifterns and aqueduds. The

circumjacent country is equally deftitute of trees for the ufes of ihade

cr building ; but fome large beams were difcovered in a cave by the

crufaders : a wood near Sichem, the enchanted grove of TaiTo '%

"" Jerufalem was pofleiTed only of the terns for rain water. The aqueduft was

torrent of Kedron, dry in fummer, and of conveyed from the rivulet Tekoe or Etham,

the little fpring or brook of i-i!oc (Reland, which is likewife mentioned by Bohadin (ia

torn. i. p. 294. 300.). Both llrangers and Vit. Saladin. p. 238.).

natives complained of the want of water, '"' Gierufalemme Liberata, cantoxiii. It

which in time of war was ftudiouiiy aggra- h pleafant enough to obferve how TaiTo has

vatcd. Within the city, Tacitus mentions copied and efiibelliihed the minutcrt details

a perennial fountain, an aquedud, and cif- of the fiege,

1 2 was
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was cut down : the neceffary timber was tranfported to the camp

by the vigour and dexterity of Tancred ; and the engines were

framed by fome Genoefe artifts, who had fortunately landed in the

harbour of JaiFa. Two moveable turrets were conftruded at the

expence, and in the ftations, of the duke of Lorraine and the count

of Tholoufe, and rolled forwards with devout labour, not to the

moft acceflible, but to the moil neglefted, parts of the fortification.

Raymond's tower was reduced to aihes by the fire of the befieged,

but his colleague was more vigilant and fuccefsful ; the enemies were

driven by his archers from the rampart ; the draw-bridge was let

down ; and on a Friday at three in the afternoon, the day and hour

of the Paifion, Godfrey of Bouillon ftood victorious on the walls of

Jerufalem. His example was followed on every fide by the emulation

of valour ; and about four hundred and fixty years after the conqueft

of Omar, the holy city was refcued from the Mahometan yoke. In the

pillage of public and private wealth, the adventurers had agreed to

refpeit the exclufive property of the firft occupant ; and the fpoils

of the great mofch, feventy lamps and malTy vafes of gold and

filver, rewarded the diligence, and difplayed the generofity,. of Tan-

cred. A bloody facrifice was offered by his miftaken votaries to the

God of the Chriilians : refiftance might provoke, but neither age

nor fex could mollify, their implacable rage : they indulged them-

felves three days in a promifcuous maflacre
"°

; and the infedion of

the dead bodies produced an epidemical difeafe. After feventy thou-

fand Moflems had been put to the fvvord, and the harmlefs Jews

had been burnt in their fynagogue, they could ftill referve a multi-

tude of captives, whom Intereft or laiLtude perfuaded them to fpare.

Of thefe favage heroes of the crofs, Tancred alone betrayed fome

fentiments of compaifion
;
yet we may praife the more felfiili lenity

of Raymond, who granted a capitulation and fafe condud to the

"" Befides the Latins, who are not alhamed and M. de Guignes (torn. ii. p. ii. p. 99. )s

of the maiTacre, fee Elmacin (Hlft. Saracen, from Aboulmahafen,

p. 363.), Abulpharagius (Dynall. p. 243-)»

garrifon
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garrilon of the citadel "'. The holy fepulchre was now free ; and ^ ^ ''^ ^•

the bloody vidors prepared to accompliHi their vow. Bareheaded '-— "*

and barefoot, with contrite hearts, and in an humble poilure, they

afcended the hill of Calvary, amidft the loud anthems of the clergy

;

kifled the ftone which had covered the Saviour of the world ; and

bedewed with tears of joy and penitence the monument of their

redemption. This union of the fierceft and moil tender paifions

has been varioufly confidered by two philofophers ; by the one'",

as eafy and natural ; by the other "\ as abfurd and incredible. Per-

haps it is too rigcrouily applied to the fame perfons and the fame

hour : the example of the virtuous Godfrey awakened the piety of

his companions ; while they cleanfed their bodies, they purified theh

minds ; nor fliall I believe that the moft ardent in flaughter and

rapine were the foremoft in the proceffion to the holy fepulchre.

Eieht days after this memorable event, which pope Urban did Eleaion and
° •' » i J. reign of

not live to hear, the Latin chiefs proceeded to the eleftion of a king, Godfrey of

to guard and govern their conquefts in Paleftine. Hugh the Great, . D. 1099,

and Stephen of Chartres, had retired with fome lofs of reputation, a. !^,
which they ftrove to r-egain by a fecond crufade and an honourable ^" ^

''^"

death. Baldwin was eftabliihed at Edeffa, and Bohemond at An-

tioch, and two Roberts, the duke of Normandy "* and the count

of Flanders, preferred their fair inheritance in the Weft to a doubtful

competition or a barren fceptre. The jealoufy and ambition of

Raymond were condemned by his own followers, and the free, the

juft, the unanimous voice of the army, proclaimed Godfrey of

'" The old tower Pfephina, in the middle "^ Voltaire, in his EiTai fur I'Hiftoire Ge-
ages Neblofa, was named Cafiellum Pifa- nerale, torn. ii. 0.54. p. 345, 346.

num, from the patriarch Daimbert. It is "* The Engliih afcribe to Robert of

ftill the citadel, the refidence of the Turkilh Normandy, and the Provincials to Raymond
aga, and commands a profpecl of the Dead of Tholoufe, the glory of refufing the

Sea, Judea, and Arabia (d'Anville, p. 19

—

crown; but the honeil voice of tradition has

23). It was likewife called the Tower of preferved the memory of the ambition and
David, wijp/o; 7(,.79£-:. revenge (Villehardouin, N° 136.) of the count

"* Hume, in his Hiftory ofEngland, vol. i. ofSt.^Giles. He died at the fiege of Tri-.

p. 311, 312. oaavo edition. poli, which was poflefled by his defendants.

Bouillon
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-c A P. Bouillon the firil and moil v/oithy of the champions of Chilflendom.

w—

^

' His magnanimity accepted a truft as full of danger as of glory ; but

in a city where his Saviour had been crowned with thorns, the de-

vout pilgrim rejeded the name and enfigns of royalty ; and the

founder of the kingdom of Jerufalem contented himfelf with the

modeft title of Defender and Baron of the Holy Sepulchre. His

government of a fmgle year "% too ihort for the public happinefs,

was interrupted in the firft fortnight by a fummons to the field, by

the approach of the vizir or fultan of Egypt, who had been too flow

to prevent, but was impatient to avenge, the lofs of Jerufalem.

His total overthrow in the battle of Afcalon fealed the eftabliihment

of the Latins in Syria, and fignalized the valour of the French

princes, who in this adlion bade a long farewel to the holy wars.

B.ntle of Some glory might be derived from the prodigious inequality of

!^°", numbers, though I fliall not count the myriads of horfe and foot on
Auguil 12. ^^g j-jg q£ j.j^g Fatimites; but, except three thoufand Ethiopians or

blacks, who were armed with flails or fcourges of iron, the Bar-

barians of the South fled on the fnPi onfet, and afforded a pleafing

comparifon between the adive valour of the Turks and the floth and

effeminacy of the natives of Egypt. After fufpending before the

holy fepulchre the fword and ftandard of the fultan, the new king

(he deferves the title) embraced his departing companions, and could

retain only with the gallant Tancred three hundred knights, and two

thoufand foot foldiers, for the defence of Paleftine. His fovereignty

was foon attacked by a new enemy, the only one againft whom God-

frey was a coward. Adhemar, biihop of Puy, who excelled both in

council and adion, had been fv^-ept away in the lafl: plague of An-

tioch : the remaining ecclefiaftics preferved only the pride and

avarice of their charader ; and their feditious clamours had required

that the choice of a biihop fhould precede that of a. king. The re-

venue and jurifdidion of the lawful patriarch were ufurped by the

"' See the eleftion, the battle of Afca- and in the conclufion of the Latin hiftorians

ion, &c. in William of Tyre, I. ix. c. I— 12. of the firft crufade.

8 Latin
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Latin clergy: the exclufion of the Greeks and Syrians was CHAP,
juftified by the reproach of herefy or fchifiu "°

; and, under the iron ... -, -
' j

yplce of their deliverers, the Oriental Ghriilians regretted the tolerat-

ing goverrunent of the Arabian caliphs. Daimbert, archbiihop of

Pifa, had long been trained in the fecret policy of Rome : he brought

a fleet of his countrymen to the fuccour of the Holy Land, and was

inftalled, without a competitor, the fpiritual and temporal head of the

church. The new patriarch "' immediately grafped the fceptre

which had been acquired by the toil and blood of the vidlorious

pUgrims ; and both Godfrey and Bohemond fubmitted to receive at

his hands the inveftiture of their feudal poiTeffions. Nor was this

fufficient ; Daimbert claimed the immediate property of Jerufalem

and Jaffa : inftead of a firm and generous refufal, the hero nego-

ciated with the pricft ; a quarter of either city was ceded to the

church ; and the modeft bifhop was fatisfied with an eventual re-

verfion of the reft, on the death of Godfrey without children,

or on the future acquifition of a new feat at Cairo or Damafcus.

Without this indulgence, the conqueror would have almoft been The kiog.

ftripped of his infant kingdom, Avhich confifted only of Jerufalem rufalem,

and Jaffa, with about twenty villages and towns of the adjacent coun- ,099— lis'.

try '". Within this narrow verge, the Mahometans were ilill lodged

in fome impregnable caftles ; and the hufbandman, the trader, and

the pilgrim, were expofed to daily and domeftic hoftility. By the arms

of Godfrey himfelf, and of the two Baldwins, his brother and coufin,

who fucceeded to the throne, the Latins breathed with more eafe and

fafety ; and at length they equalled, in the extent of their dominions,

though not in the millions of their fubjeds, the ancient princes of

"* Renaudot, Hill. Patriarch. Alex. p. 479.
"^ Willerm. Tyr. J. x. 19. The Hiftoria

'" See the claims of the patriarch Daim- Hierofolimita of Jacobus a Vi;riaco (1. j.

bert, in William of Tyre (I. i.\'. c.15—18. C.21— ;o.), and the Secreta Fidelium Crucis

X. 4. 7. 9.), who aflerts with marvellous can- of Marinus Sanutus (1. iii. p. i.), defcribe

dour the independence of the conquerors acd the lUte and conquells of the Latin kingdom

iings of Jerufalem. ofjerufakm.

Judah
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Judah and Ifrael '". After the redudtion of the maritime cities of

Laodicea, Tripoli, Tyre, and Afcalon "°, which were powerfully

affifted by the fleets of Venice, Genoa, and Pifa, and even of Flan-

ders and Norway"", the range of fea-coaft from Scanderoon to

the borders of Egypt was poiTeiTed by the Chrifti'an pilgrims. If

the prince of Antioch difclaimed his fupremacy, the counts of Edefla

and Tripoli owned themfelves the vaflals of the king of Jerufalem :

the Latins reigned beyond the Euphrates ; and the four cities of

Hems, Hamah, Damafcus, and Aleppo, were the only relics of

the Mahometan conquefts in Syria'". The laws and language, the

manners and tides, of the French nation and Latin church, were in-

troduced into thefe tranfmarine colonies. According to the feudal

juriiprudence, the principal ftates and fubordinate baronies defcended

in the line of male and female fucceihon
'^'

; but the children of the

firft conquerors ^% a motley and degenerate race, were diifolved by

"' An ailual mufter, not including the

tribes of Levi and Benjamin, gave David an

army of 1,300,000, or 1,574,000 fighting

men ; which, with the addition of women,

children, and Haves, may imply a popula-

tion of thirteen millions, in a country fixty

leagues in length, and thirty broad. The
honeft and rational Le Clerc (Comment, on
2"• Samuel xxiv. and 1^' Ctironicles xxi. aeiiuat

anguflo in limite, and mutters his fufpicion

of a falfe tranfcript ; a dangerous fufpi-

cion !

'" Thefe fieges are related, each in its

proper place, in the great hiftory of William

of Tyre, from the ix''' to the xviil''' book,

and more briefly told by Bernardus Thefau-
rarius (de Acquifitione Terra; Sanfta;, c. 89
•^98. p. 732— 740.). Some domeftic fafts

are celebrated in the Chronicles of Pifa,

Genoa, and Venice, in the vi'*", ix'"", and
'"" tomes of Muratori.

"' Quidam populus de infulis occidentis

egrelTus, et maxime de ea parte qu» Nor-
vegia dicitur. William of Tyre (I. xi. c. 14.

p. 804.) marks their courfe per Britannicum

mare et Calpen to the fiege of Sidon,

'^^ Benelathir, apud de Guignes, Hill, des

Huns, tom.ii. partii. p. 150, 15 1. A.D. 1127.

He muft fpeak of the inland country.

"^ Sanut very fenfibly defcants on the

mifchiefs of female fucceflion, in a land

hoftibus circumdata, ubi cunfta virilia et vir-

tuofa elTe deberent. Yet, at the fummons,

and with the approbation, ofher feudal lord,

a noble damfel was obliged to chufe a huf-

band and champion (Affifes de Jerufalem,

c. 242, &c.). See in M. de Guignes (torn. i.

p. 441—471•) the accurate and ufeful tables

of thefe dynafties, which are chiefly drawn
from the Lignnges d^Oiitremer.

"+ They were called by derifion PouUains,

Pullani, and their name is never pronounced

without contempt (Ducange, GloiT. Latin.

torn. V. p. 535. and Obfervations fur Join-

ville, p. 84, 85. Jacob a Vitriaco, Hift.

Hierofol. 1. i. c. 67. 72. and Sanut, 1. iii,

p. viii. c. 2. p. 182.). IlluHrium virorum

qui ad Terra: Sanilae .... liberationem in ipfa

manferunt degeneres filii .... in deliciis enu-

triti, molles et eUxminati, &c.

the
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the luxury of the climate ; the arrival of new crufaders from Europe, CHAP.
was a doubtful hope and a cafual event. The fervice of the feudal ' >r—

^

tenures
"' was performed by fix hundred qnd fixty-fix knights, who

might espeft the aid of two hundred more under the banner of the

count of Tripoli ; and each knight was attended to the field by four

fquires or archers on horfeback '". Five thoufand and feventy-five

ferjeants^ moft probably foot-foldiers, were fupplied by the churches

and cities ; and the whole legal militia of the kingdom could not

exceed eleven thoufand men, a flender defence againft the furround-

ing myriads of Saracens and Turks '". But the firmeft bulwark of

Jerufalem was founded on the knights of the hofpital of St.

John'", and of the temple of Solomon"' ; on the ftrange aiTociation of

a monaftic and military life, which fanaticifm might fuggeft, but

which policy muft approve. The flower of the nobility of Europe

afpired to wear the crofs, and to profefs the vows, of thefe refpeil-

able orders ; their fpirit and difcipline were immortal ; and the

fpeedy donation of twenty-eight thoufand farms, or manors'^", ena-

bled them to fupport a regular force of cavalry and infantry for the

defence of Paleftine. The aufterity of the convent foon evaporated

"' This authentic detail is extrafted from afiumed the profeilion of arms about the year
the Aflifes de Jerufalem (c. 324. 326—331.)• 1 120; the Hofpital was mater, the Temple,
Sanut (I. iii. p. viii. c. i. p. 174.) reckons filia; the Teutonic order was founded A. D.
only 8 knights, and 5775 followers. iigo, at thefiegeof Acre (Moflieim, Inllituc.

'" The fum total, and the divifion, afcer- p. 389, 390.).

tain the fervice of the three great baronies « See St. Bernard de Laude ,- Mi-
at too knights each; and the text of the litia; Templi, compofed A. D. 1132—1136,
Aflifes, which extends the number to 500, in Opp. torn. i. p. ii. p. 547_j;63. edit.
can only be juftified by this fuppofition. Mabillon, Venet. 1750. Such an encomium,

'" Yet on great emergencies (fays Sanut) which is thrown away on the dead Templars,
the barons brought a voluntary aid, decentem would be highly valued by the hillorians of
comitivam militum juxta ftatum fuum. Malta.

'" William of Tyre (1. xviii. c. 3, 4, 5.) 'J» Matthew Paris, Hill. Major, p, 544.
relates the ignoble origin, and early infolence. He afligns to the Hofpitalers 19,000, to the
of the Hofpitalers, who foon dcferted their Templars 9,000 maneria, a word of much
humble patron. St. John the Eleemofynary, higher import (as Ducange has rightly ob-
for the more auguft charafter of St. John the fetved) in the Englifh than in the French
Baptill (fee the ineffeaual ftruggles of Pagi. idiom. Ma^er is a lordlhip, ?nanoir a
Critica, A. D. 1099, N" 14^18.), They dwelling.

Vol. VI. in



66 THE DECLINE AND FALL

in the exercife of arms ; the world was fcandalifed by the pride,

avarice, and corruption of tliefe Chriftian foldiers ; their claims of

immunity and jurifdidlon difturbed the harmony of the church and

ftate ; and the public peace was endangered by their jealous emula-

u tion. But in their moil diflblute period, the knights of the hofpital

/ and temple maintained their fearlefs and fanatic chara£ler : they ne-

gleded to live, but they were prepared to die, in the fervice of Chrift

;

and the fpirit of chivalry, the parent and offspring of the crufades,

has been tranfplanted by this inilitution from the holy fepulchre to

the ifle of Malta "\

Affife of Je- The fpirit of freedom, which pervades the feudal inflitutions, was

A. D. felt in its ftrongeft energy by the volunteers of the crofs, who eled-
1099—13 9. ^j ^^^ their chief the moil deferving of his peers. Amidil the flaves

of Afia, unconfcious of the leifon or example, a model of political

liberty was introduced : and the laws of the French kingdom are

derived from the pureil fource of equality and jullice. Of fuch

laws, the firil and indifpenfable condition is the aifent of thofe,

whofe obedience they require, and for whofe benefit they are de-

figned.
' No fooner had Godfvcy of Bouillon accepted the oiFice of

fupreme magiilrate, than he folicited the public and private advice of

the Latin pilgrims, who were the beil ikilled in the ilatutes and cuf-

toms of Europe. From thefe materials, with the counfel and approba-

tion of the patriarch and barons, of the clergy and laity, Godfrey com-

pofed the assise of Jerusalem'", a precious monument of feudal

jurifprudence. The new code, attefted by the feals of the king, the

patriarch, and the vifcount of Jerufalem, was depofited in the holy

fepulchre, enriched with the improvements of fucceeding times, and

'3• In the three firft books of the Hilloire French, were printed with Beaumanoir's

des Chevaliers de Maltha, parl'Abbe de Ver- Coutumes de Beauvoifis (Bourges and Paris,

tot, the reader may amufe himfelf with a 1690, in folio), and illuftrated by Gafpard

fair, and fometimes flattering, piflure of the Thaumasde la Thaumafllere, with a comment
order, while it was employed for the defence and gloflary. An Italian verfion had been

of Paleftine. The fubfequent books purfue publiihed in 1535, at Venice, for the ufe of

their emigrations to Rhodes and Malta. the kingdom of Cyprus.
"^ The Aflifes de Jerufalem, in old law

7 refpedt-
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refpeilfully confulted as often as any doubtful queillon arofe in the

tribunals of Paleftine. With the kingdom and city, all was loft '"

:

the fragments of the written law were preferved by jealous tradition "*

and variable pradice till the middle ofthe thirteenth century: the code

was reftored by the pen of John d' Ibelin, count of Jaffa, one of the

principal feudatories '"
; and the final revifion was accompliihed in

the year thirteen hundred and fixty-nine, for the ufe of the Latin

kingdom of Cyprus '^^

The juftice and freedom of the conftitution were maintained by Court of

two tribunals of unequal dignity, which were inftituted by Godfrey
^^^"'

of Bouillon after the conqueft of Jerufalem. The king, in perfon,

prefided in the upper-court, the court of the barons. Of thefe the four

moft confpicuous were the prince of Galilee, the lord of Sidon and

Cxfarea, and the counts of Jaffa and Tripoli, who, perhaps with the

coftftable and marihal '", were in a fpecial manner the compeers and

judges of each other. But all the nobles, who held their lands im-

mediately of the crown, were entitled and bound to attend the king's

court ; and each baron exercifed a fimilar jurifdidlion in the fubor-

dinate affemblies of his own feudatories. The connexion of lord

'" A la terre perdue, tout fut perdu, is Baruth (Berytus) and Rames, and died A.D.
tTie vigorous expreflion of tlie Aflife (0.281.)• 1266 (Sanut, 1. iii. p. ii. c. 5. 8.)• The
Yet Jerufalem capitulated with Saladin ; the family of Ibelin, which defcended from a
queen and the principal Chriftians departed younger brother of a count of Chartres in

in peace; and a code fo precious and fo France, long flourilhed in Paleftine and Cy-
portable could not provoke the avarice of the prus (fee the Lignages de deya Mer, or d'Ou-

. conquerors. I have fometimes fufpefted the tremer, c. 6. at the end of the Affifes de Je-
exiftence of this original copy of the Holy rufalem, an original book, which record»

Sepulchre, which might be invented to fane- the pedigrees of the French adventurers),

tify and authenticate the traditionary cuftoms '3" By lixteen commiflioners chofen in the
of the French in Paleftine. ftates of the ifland : the work was finiihed the

'^* A noble lawyer, Raoul de Tabarie, 3'' of November 1369, fealed with four feals,

denied the prayer of king Amauri (A. D. and depofited in the cathedral of Nicofia

119;— 1205), that he would commit his (fee the preface to the Aflifes).

knowledge to writing, and frankly declared, '"The cautious John d'Ibelin argues,
que de ce qu'il favoit, ne feroit-il ja nul rather than afiirms, that Tripoli is the fourth
borjois fon pareill, ne nul fage homme lettre barony, and expreifes fome doubt concerning
("^• '^'•)• the right or pretenfion of the conftable and

35 The compiler of this work, Jean d'lbe- marihal (c. 323.).
lin, was count of Jaffa and Afcalon, lord of

2 and
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C ^^ P• and vaiTal was honourable and voluntary : reverence was due to the

«^—-v—^ benefador, protedion to the dependent ; but they mutually pledged

their faith to each other ; and the obligation on either fide might be

fulpended by negledl or diflolved by injury. The cognizance of

marriages and teilaments was blended with religion, and ufurped by

the clergy ; but the civil and criminal caufes of the nobles, the in-

heritance and tenure of their fiefs, formed the proper occupation of

the fupreme court. Each member was the judge and guardian both

of public and private rights. It was his duty to aifert with his

tongue and fword the lawful claims of the lord ; but if an unjuft

fuperior prefumed to violate the freedom or property of a valfal,

the confederate peers ftood forth to maintain his quarrel by word

and deed. They boldly affirmed his innocence and his wrongs ; de-

manded the reftitution of his liberty or his lands ; fufpended, after a

jfruitlefs demand, their own fervice ; refcued their brother from

prifon ; and employed every weapon in his defence, without offering

diredt violence to the perfon of their lord, which was ever facred in

their eyes '^'. In their pleadings, replies, and rejoinders, the advocates

of the court were fubtle and copious ; but the ufe of argument and

evidence was often fuperfeded by judicial combat ; and the AfTife of

Jerufalem admits in many cafes this barbarous inilitution, which has

been flowly abolifhed by the laws and manners of Europe.

Lawof judi- The trial by battle was eftabliihed in all criminal cafes, which af-

fected the life, or limb, or honour, of any perfon ; and in all civil trani^

adions, of or above the value of one mark of filver. It appears, that

in criminal cafes the combat was the privilege of the accufer, who, ex-

cept in a charge of treafon, avenged his perfonal injury, or the death of

thofe perfons whom he had a right to reprefent ; but wherever, from

"* Entre feignor et homme ne n'a que la face mettre au cors ou au fie d'aucun d'yaus
foi; mais tant que I'liomme doit a fon fans efgard et fans connoiflance de court,
feignor reverence en toutes chofes (c. 206.)• que tous les autres doivent venir devant le
Tous les hommes dudit royaume font par feignor. Sec. {212.). The form of their re-
ladite Affife tonus les uns as autres et en monilrances is conceived witii the noble
celle maniere que le feigner mette maia ou fimplicity of freedom,

I the
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the nature of the charge, teftimony could be obtained, it was neceflary ^
^jj^

^-^

for him to produce witnefles of the fail. In civil cafes, the combat «-^—./—

^

was not allowed as the means of eftabliihing the claim of the de-

mandant ; but he was obliged to produce witneifes who had, or

alTumed to have, knowledge of the fiidl. The combat was then the

privilege of the defendant ; becaufe he charged the witnefs with an

attempt by perjury to take away his right. He came therefore to be in

the fame fituation as the appellant in criminal cafes. It was not then

as a mode of proof that the combat was received, nor as making

negative evidence (according to the fuppofition of Montefquieu '")

;

but in every cafe the right to offer battle was founded on the right to

piiriue by arms the redrefs of an injury ; and the judicial combat

was fought on the fame principle, and with the fame fpirit, as a

private duel. Champions were only allowed to women, and to men

maimed or paft the age of fixty. The confequence of a defeat was

death to the perfon accufed, or to the champion or witnefs, as well

as to the accufer himfelf ; but in civil cafes, the demandant was

puniihed with infamy and the lofs of his fuit, while his witnefs and

champion fuffered an ignominious death. In many cafes it was in

the option of the judge to award or to refufe the combat ; but two

are fpecified, in which it was the inevitable refult of the challenge ;.

if a faithful vaffal gave the lie to his compeer, who unjuftly

claimed any portion of their lord's demefnes ; or if an unfuccefsful

fuitor prefumed to impeach the judgment and veracity of the court.

He might impeach them, but the terms were fevere and perilous

:

in the fame day he fucceilively fought all the members of the

tribunal, even thofe who had been abfent : a fmgle defeat was fol-

lowed by death and infamy j and where none could hope for vidory,

it is highly probable that none would adventure the trial. In the

Aifife of Jerufalem, the legal fubtlety of the count of Jaffa is more

•^' See I'Efprit desLoix, l.xxviii. In the of enquiry which it has excited, is not the

forty years fince its publication, no work has leaft of our obligations to the author,

been more read and criticifed ; and the fpirit

laudably
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Court of

burgefles.

Syrians.

P• laudably employed to elude, than to facilitate, the judicial combat,

which he derives from a principle of honour rather than of fuper-

ftition
*".

Among the caufes which enfranchifed the plebeians from the yoke

of feudal tyranny, the inftitution of cities and corporations is one of

the moft powerful ; and if thofe of Paleftine are coeval with the firil

crufade, they may be ranked with the moil ancient of the Latin world.

Many of the pilgrims had efcaped from their lords under the ban-

ner of the crofs ; and it was the policy of the French princes to

tempt their ftay by the afTurance of the rights and privileges of free-

men. It is exprefsly declared in the Aflize of Jerufalem, that after

inftituting, for his knights and barons, the court of peers, in which

he prefided himfelf, Godfrey of Bouillon eftabliihed a fecond tri-

bunal, in which his perfon was reprefented by his vifcount. The

jurifdi£lion of this inferior court extended over the burgefles of the

kingdom ; and it was compofed of a feledt number of the moft dif-

creet and worthy citizens, who were fworn to judge, according to

the laws, of the adions and fortunes of their equals '^'. In the con-

queft and fettlement of new cities, the example of Jerufalem was

imitated by the kings and their great vaiTals ; and above thirty fimilar

corporations were founded before the lofs of the Holy Land. Another

clafs of fubjedls, the Syrians '*\ or Oriental Chriftians, were opprefled

by the zeal of the clergy, and proteiled by the toleration of the ftate.

Godfrey liftened to their reafonable prayer, that they might be judged

'*"' For the intelligence of this obfcure

and obfolete jurifprudence (c. 80— III.). I

am deeply indebted to the friendfliip of a

learned lord, who, with an accurate and
difcerning eye, has furveyed the philofo-

phic hiftory of law. By his ftudies, polle-

rity might be enriched: the merit of the

orator and the judge can be felt only by his

contemporaries.
'*' Lou:s le Gros, who is confidered as

the father of this inftitution in France, did

ot begin his reign till nine years (A. D.

1 108) after Godfrey of Bouillon (Aflifes,

c. 2. 324.). For its origin and efFedls, fee

the judicious remarks of Dr. Robertfoti

(Hillory of Charles V. vol. i. p. 30—36.

251 — 265. quarto edition).

'+* Every reader converfant with the hifto-

rians of the crufades, will underftand by the

peuble des Suriens, the Oriental Chriilians,

Melchitcs, Jacobites, or Neftorians, who
had all adopted the ufe of the Arabic lan-

guage (vol. iv. p. 593.).

by



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 71

by their own national laws. A third court was InRituted for then• CHAP,
life, of limited and domeftic jurifdiition : the fworn members were "_^

Syrians, in blood, language, and religion ; but the office of the pre-

fident (in Arabic, of the )-ais) was fometimes exercifed by the

vifcount of the city. At an immeafurable diflance below the nobles villains and

the biirgcjfes, and the ^rafigefs^ the Affife of JeruHxlem condefcends

to mention the villains and Jlaves, the peafants of the land and the

captives of war, who were almoft equally confidered as the objeds

of property. The relief or protedion of thefe unhappy men was

not efteemed worthy of the care of the legiilator ; but he diligently

provides for the recovery, though not indeed for the punifliment, of

the fugitives. Like hounds, or hawks, who had ftrayed from the

lawful owner, they might be loft and claimed : the flave and falcon

were of the fame value ; but three flaves, or twelve oxen, were ac-

cumulated to equal the price of the war-horfe ; and a fum of three

hundred pieces of gold was fixed, in the age of chivalry, as the

equivalent of the more noble animal '*\

« See the Aflifesde Jerufalem (310, 311, ward I. I underftand, from a late publica.
312.)• Thefe laws were enaded as late as tion (of his Book of Account), that the price
the year 1350, in the kingdom of Cyprus, of a war-horfe was not lefs exorbitant in
In the fame century, in the reign of Ed- England.
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CHAP. LIX.

Prefervation of the Greek E?npi?'e.—Numbers^ Pajfage^

and Eve?tt, of the Second and "Third Crtfades.—St.

Bernard.—Reign of Saladin in Egypt and Syria.—
His Conquef of ferufalem.—Naval Crufades.—Rich-

ard the Firf of E?igland.—Pope hinocejit the Third ;

and the Fourth and Fifth Crufades.—The Emperor

Frederic the Second.—Louis the Ninth of France', and

the two Crtfades.—Expulfton of the Latins or

Franks by the Mamalukes.

IN a ftyle lefs grave than that of hlftory, I ihould perhaps com-

pare the emperor Alexius ' to the jackall, who is faid to follow

the fteps, and to devour the leavings, of the lion. Whatever had

been his fears and toils in the paiTage of the firft crufade, they were

amply recompenfed by the fubfequent benefits which he derived

from the exploits of the Franks. His dexterity and vigilance fecured

their firil conqueft of Nice ; and from this threatening ftation the

Turks were compelled to evacuate the neighbourhood of Conftanti-

nople. While the crufaders, with blind valour, advanced into the

midland countries of Afia, the crafty Greek improved the favour-

able occafion when the emirs of the fea-coail were recalled to the

ftandard of the fultan. The Turks were driven from the iiles of

Rhodes and Chios ; the cities of Ephefus and Smyrna, of Sardes,

Anna Comnena relates her father's con- 342. ; the war of Epirus, with tedious pro.

quells in Afia Minor, Alexiad, 1. xi. p. 321 lixity, 1. xii, xiii. p. 345—406. ; the death of
— 325. I. xiv. p. 419.; his Cilician war Bohemond, 1. xiv. p. 419.

againft Tancred and Eohemond, p. 328

—

Philadel-
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Philadelphia, and Laodlcea, were reiloied to the empire, which C A

Alexius enlarged from the Hellefpont to the banks of the Maeander

and the rocky ihores of Pamphylia. The churches refumed their

fplendour ; the towns were rebuilt and fortified ; and the defert

country was peopled with colonies of Chriftians, who were gently

removed from the more diftant and dangerous frontier. In thefe

paternal cares, we may forgive Alexius, if he forgot the deliverance

of the holy fepulchre ; but, by the Latins, he was ftigmatized with

the foul reproach of treafon and defertion. They had fworn fidelity

and obedience to his throne j but he had promifed to afllft their en-

terprife in perfon, or, at leaft, with his troops and treafures : his

bafe retreat diiTolved their obligations ; and the fword, which had

been the inftrument of their vi<£tory, was the pledge and title of their

juft independence. It does not appear that the emperor attempted

to revive his obfolete claims over the kingdom of Jerufalem ^
; but

the borders of Cilicia and Syria were more recent in his pofleifion,

and more acceflible to his arms. The great army of the crufaders

was annihilated or difperfed ; the principality of Antioch was left

without a head, by the furprife and captivity of Bohemond : his

ranfom had opprefled him with a heavy debt ; and his Norman fol-

lowers were infufficient to repel the hoftilities of the Greeks and

Turks. In this diftrefs, Bohemond embraced a magnanimous refo-

lution, of leaving the defence of Antioch to his kinfman, the faithful

Tancred ; of arming the Weft againft the Byzantine empire, and of

executing the defign which he inherited from the leifons and ex-

ample of his father Guiicard. His embarkation was clandeftine :

and if we may credit a tale of the princefs Anne, he pafled the hoftilc

fea, clofely fecreted in a coffin'. But his reception in France was

* The kings of Jerufalem fubmitted how- ' Anna Cemnena adds, that to complete
ever to a nominal dependence, and in the dates the imitation, he was Ihut up with a dead
of their infcriptions (one is ftill legible in the cock; and condefcends to wonder how the

church of Bethlem), they refpeftfully placed Barbarian could endure the confinement and
before their own, the name of the reigning putrefaftion. This abfurd tale is unknowa
emperor (DucangejDiiTertatioBs fur Joinville, to the Latins,
xxvii. p. 319.)•

Vol. VI. L dignified
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CHAP, dignified by the public applaufe, and his marriage with the king^s
Lix

daughter : his return was glorious, fince the braveft fpirits of the

age enlifted under his veteran command j and he repafled the Adria-

tic at the head of five thoufand horfe and forty thoufand foot, af-

fembled from the moft remote climates of Europe*. The ftrength

of Durazzo, and prudence of Alexius, the progrefs of famine, and

approach of Winter, eluded his ambitious hopes; and the venal

confederates were feduced from his ftandard. A treaty of peace
'

fufpended the fears of the Greeks ; and they were finally delivered

by the death of an adverfary, whom neither oaths could bind, nor

dangers could appal, nor profperity could fatiate. His children fuc-

ceeded to the principality of Antioch ; but the boundaries were

ftridly defiiied, the homage was clearly ftipulated, and the cities

of Tarfus and Malmiftra were reftored to the Byzantine emperors.

Of the coaft of Anatolia, they poffefled the entire circuit from Tre-

bizond to the Syrian gates. The Seljukian dynafly of Roum * was

feparated on all fides from the fea and their Mufulman brethren

;

the power of the fultans was ihaken by the viilories, and even the

defeats of the Franks ; and after the lofs of Nice, they removed their

throne to Cogni or Iconium, an obfcure and inland town above three

hundred miles from Conftantinople \ Inftead of trembling for their

capital, the Comnenian princes waged an ofFenfive war againft the

Turks, and the firft crufade prevented the fall of the declining empire;

* Awo ^»;;, in the Byzantine Geography, Latins, and Arabians. The laft are igno-

niuft mean England; yet we are more ere- rant or regardlefs of the affairs of ^oam.

dibly informed, that our Henry I. would not ' Iconium is mentioned as a ftation by

fuffer him to levy any troops in his kingdom Xenophon, and by Strabo, with the ambi-

(Ducange, Not. ad Alexiad, p. 41.). guous title of Kwf<oToAi,• (Ccllarius, torn. ii.

' The copy of the treaty (Alexiad, 1. xiii. p. 121.). Yet St. Paul found in that place

p. 406—416.) is an original and curious a multitude {,&) of Jews and Gentiles.

piece, which would require, and might Under the corrupt name of Kunijah, it is

afford, a good map of the principality of An- defcfibed as a great city, with a river and

tioch. gardens, three leagues from the mountains,
* Seein the learned workofM.deGuignes and decorated (I know not why) with Plato's

(torn. ii. part ii.), the hiftory of the Selju- tomb (Abulfeda, tabul. xvii. p. 303. verf,

Itians of Iconium, j\leppo, and Damafcus, Reiike; and the Index Geographicus of

as £ar as it may be collefled from the Greeks, Schultens from Ibn Said).

In
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. In the twelfth century, three great emigrations marched by land CHAP-
from the Weft to the relief of Paleftine. The foldiers and pilgrims ' -^ '

of Lombardy, France, and Germany, were excited by the example by hnd'°"'

and fuccefs of the firft crufade'. Forty-eight years after the deli-
fa^e''''^

""'

verance of the holy fepulchre, the emperor, and the French kine;, ^-^• "°'•

, ,
thefecond.of

Conrad the third, and Louis the feventh, undertook the fccond cru- Conrad ill.

fade to fupport the falling fortunes of the Latins'. A grand divifion vii.

of the third crufade was led by the emperor Frederic Barbarofla "",
the third' '^o:

who fympathifed with his brothers of France and England in the
^''^'^^"<= ^

common lofs of Jerufalem. Thefe three expeditions may be com-

pared in their refemblance of the greatnefs of numbers, their palTage

through the Greek empire, and the nature and event of their

Turkiih warfare, and a brief parallel may fave the repetition of a

tedious narrative. However fplendid it may feem, a regular ftory

of the crufades would exhibit the perpetual return of the fame caufes

and eifefls ; and the frequent attempts for the defence or recovery

of the Holy Land, would appear fo many faint and unfuccefsful

copies of the original.

I. Of the fwarms that fo clofely trod in the footfteps of the firft Their num

pilgrims, the chiefs were equal in rank, though unequal in fame

and merit, to Godfrey of Bouillon and his fellow adventurers. At

tlieir head were difplayed the banners of the dukes of Burgundy,

Bavaria, and Aquitain : the firft a defcendant of Hugh Capet, the

fecond a father of the Brunfwick line : the archbilhop of Milan, a

' For this Tupplement to the firft cru- nuel, 1. i. c.4, j, 6. p. 41— 4S. Cinnamus,
fade, fee Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1. xi. 1. ii. p. 41—49.

p. 331, &-C. and the \'\}^ book of Albert " For the third crufade, of Frederic Bar-
Aquenfis). baroffa, fee Nicetas in Ifaac. Angel. 1. ii,

9 For the fecond crufade of Conrad III. c. 3— 8. p. 257— 266. Struv. (Corpus, Hift.
and Lewis VIJ. fee William of Tyre (1. xvi. Germ. p. 414.), and two hilicrians, who
c.18-29.), Otho of Frifingen (1. i. c. 34— probably were fpeclators, Tagino (in Scriptor.

45. 59, 60), Matthew Paris (Hift. Major. Freher. torn. i. p. 406—416. edit. Struv.),

p. 68.), Struvius (Corpus, Hift. Germanics, and the Anonymus de Expeditione Afiatica.

P• 372. 373•). Scriptores Rerum Francicarum Fred. I. (in Canifii, Antiq. Leflion. torn. iii.

aDuchefne, torn. Lv. Nicetas, in Vit. Ma- p. ii. p. 498—526. edit. Bafnage).

L 2 temporal
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CHAP, temporal prince, tranfported, for the benefit of the Turks, the trea-

»- ',,' » fures and ornaments of his church and palace ; and the veteran cru-

faders, Hugh the Great, and Stephen of Chartres, returned to con-

fummate their unfiniihed vow. The huge and diforderly bodies of

their followers moved forwards in two columns ; and if the firft con-

fifted of two hundred and fixty thoufand perfons, the fecond might

poffibly amount to fixty thoufand horfe, and one hundred thoufand

foot". The armies of the fecond crufade might have claimed the

conqueft of Afia : the nobles of France and Germany were animated

by the prefence of their fovereigns ; and both the rank and perfonal

chara£l:ers of Conrad and Louis, gave a dignity to their caufe, and a

difcipline to their force, which might be vainly expeiled from the

feudatory chiefs. The cavalry of the emperor, and that of the king,.

was each compofed of feventy thoufand knights and their immediate

attendants in the field " ; and if the light-armed troops, the peafant

infantry, the women and children, the priefts and monks, be rigo--'

roufly excluded, the full account will fcarcely be fatisfied with four

hundred thoufand fouls. The Weft, from Rome to Britain, was

called into a£lion ; the kings of Poland and Bohemia obeyed the

fummons of Conrad ; and it is affirmed by the Greeks and Latins,,

that in the paflage of a ftreight or river, the Byzantine agents, after•

a tale of nine hundred thoufand, defifted from the endlefs and for-

midable computation ". In the third crufade, as the French and'

Engliih preferred the navigation of the Mediterranean, the hoft of

Frederic Barbarofla was lefs numerous. Fifteen thoufand knights^

" Anne, who ftates thefe later fwarms at firmed by Odo de Diogilo apud Ducange ad

40,000 horfe, and 100,000 foot, calls them Cinnaniim, with the more precife fum of
Normans, and places at their head two bro- 900,556. Why muft therefore the verfion'

thers of Flanders. The Greeks were ilrangely and comment fuppofe the modert and infuf-

ignorant of the names, families and poiTeiEons ucient reckoning of 90,000.' Does not God-
cf the Latin princes. frey of Viterbo (Pantheon, p. xix. in Mura-

'' William of Tyre, and Matthew Paris, tori, torn. vii. p. 462.'} exclaim ?

reckon 70,000 loricati in each of the armies. Numerum li pofcere quxras.
" The imperfeft enumeration is mention- Millia milJena niilitcs agmen erat^

cd by Cinnamus {•.^ /;;), and con-

and
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and as many fquires, were the flower of the German chivalry
: fixty CHAP,

thoufand horfe, and one hundred thoufand foot, were muftered by '.

the emperor in the plains of Hungary ; and after fuch repetitions we
fhall no longer be ilartled at the fix hundred thoufand pilgrims, which

credulity has afcribed to this laft emigration '*. Such extravagant

reckonings prove only the aftoniihment of contemporaries ; but their

aftoniihment moft ftrongly bears teftimony to the exiftence of an en-

ormous though indefinite multitude. The Greeks might applaud their

fuperior knowledge of the arts and ftratagems of war, but they con-

fefled the ftrength and courage of the French cavalry and the infantry

of the Germans "
; and the ftrangers are defcribed as an iron race, of

gigantic ftature, who darted fire from their eyes, and fpilt blood like

water on the ground. Under the banners of Co-nrad, a troop of

females rode in the attitude and armour of men ; and the chief of

thefe Amazons, from her gilt fpurs and buikins, obtained the epithet

of the Golden-footed Dame.

II. The numbers jnd charader of the ftrangers was an objeil of Paflage

terror to the effeminate Greeks, and the fentiment of fear is nearly Greek em-

allied to that of hatred. This averfion was fufpended or foftened by
^"^^'

the apprehenfion of the Turkilh power ; and the invectives of the

Latins will not biafs our more candid belief, that the emperor

Alexius diifembled their infolence, eludetl their hoftilities, counfelled

their ralhnefs, and opened to their ardour the road of pilgrimage

and conqueft. But when the Turks had been driven from Nice and

the fea-coaft, when the Byzantine princes no longer dreaded the

diftant Sultans of Cogni, they felt with purer indignation the free

'* This extravagant accouTit is given by '' I muil obferve, that in the fecond and
Albert of Stade (apud Struvium, p. 414.); third crufades, the fuhjefts of Conrad and
my calculation is borrowed from Godfrey of Frederic are ftyled by the Greeks and Orien-

Viterbo, Arnold of Lubeck, apud eundem, tals Alatr.anni. The Lechi and Tzechi of

and Bernard Thefaur^ (c. 169. p. 804.). Cinnamus, are the Poles and Bohemians;

The original writers are filent. The Maho- and it is for the French, that he referves the

Bietans gave him 200,000, or 260,003 men ancient appellation of Germans. He like-

fBohadin, in Vit. Saladin. p. no.}. - wifg names the Cfilrc!» or«.
and
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CHAP, aiid frequent paflage of the weftern Barbarians, who violated the

V -.-
1 .f majefty, and endangered the fafety, of the empire. The fecond and

third crufades were undertaken under the reign of Manuel Com-

nenus and Ifaac Angelus. Of the former, the paflions were always

impetuous, and often malevolent ; and the natural union of a

cowardly and a mifchievous temper was exemplified in the latter,

who, without merit or mercy, could puniih a tyrant, and occupy

his throne. It was fecretly, and perhaps tacitly, refolved by the

prince and people to deftroy, or at leaft to difcourage, the pilgrims,

by every fpecies of injury and oppreffion ; and their want of pru-

dence and difcipline continually afforded the pretence or the oppor-

tunity. The Weftern monarchs had ftipulated a fafe paiTage and

fair market in the country of their Chriftian brethren; the treaty

had been ratified by oaths and hoftages ; and the pooreft foldier of

Frederic's army was furniihed with three marks of filver to defray

his expences on the road. But every engagement was violated by

treachery and injuftice; and the complaints of the Latins are attefted

by the honeft confeifion of a Greek hiftorian, who has dared to

prefer truth to his country '\ Inftead of an hofpitable reception,

the gates of the cities, both in Europe and Afia, were clofely barred

againft the crufaders ; and the fcanty pittance of food was let down

in bafkets from the walls. Experience or forefight might excufe

this timid jealoufy; but the common duties of humanity prohibited

the mixture of chalk, or other poifonous ingredients, in the bread
;

and ihould Manuel be acquitted of any foul connivance, he is guilty

of coining bafe money for the purpofe of trading with the pilgrims.

In every ftep of their march they were flopped or mifled : the go-

vernors had private orders to fortify the paiTes and break down the

bridges againft them : the ftragglers were pillaged and murdered ; the

"^ Nicetas was a child at the fecond cru- polls. Cinnatnus is infeiled with national

fade, but in the third he commanded againft prejudice and pride,

the Franks the important poft of Philippo-

foldlers
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foldlers and horfes were pierced in the woods by arrows from an C A P•.

invifible hand ; the fick were burnt in their beds
; and the dead ^ ^— . j

bodies were hung on gibbets along the highways. Thefe injuries

exafperated the champions of the crofs, who were not endowed

with evangelical patience ; and the Byzantine princes, who had

provoked the unequal conflidt, promoted the embarkation and march

of thefe formidable guefts. On the verge of the Turkiih frontier

BarbaroiTa fpared the guilty Philadelphia ", rewarded the hofpitable

Laodicea, and deplored the hard neceffity that had ftained his fword

with any drops of Chriftian blood. In their intercourfe with the

monarchs of Germany and France, the pride of the Greeks was

expofed to an anxious trial. They might boaft that on the firft

interview the feat of Louis was a low ftool, befide the throne of

Manuel "
; but no fooner had the French king ti-anfported his army

beyond the Bofphorus, than he refufed the offer of a fecond con-

ference, unlefs his brother would meet him on equal terms, either on

the fea or land. With Conrad and Frederic, the ceremonial was ftill

nicer and more difficult : like the fucceflbrs of Conftantine, they

ftyled themfelves emperors of the Romans ''
; and firmly maintained

the purity of their title and dignity. The firft of thefe reprefenta-

tives of Charlemagne would only converfe with Manuel on horfe-

back in the open field ; the fecond, by paffing the Hellefpont rather

than the Bofphorus, declined the view of Conftantinople and its fd-

vereign. An emperor, who had been crowned at Rome, was re^

duced in the Greek epiftles to the humble appellation of Rex, or

" The conduit of the Phuadelphians is from fuch ignominy (for JoinviJie, difTertat.

blamed by Nicetas, while the anonymous xxvii. p. 317— 320.)• Louis afterwards in-

German accufestherudenefsofhiscountrymen filled on a meeting in mari ex xquo, not ex
(culpa ncftra). Hillory would be pleafant, ifwe equo, according to the laughable readings
were embarrafled only hy/uci contradidions. of fome MSS.
It is likewife from Nicetas, that v/e learn the ''Ego Romanorum imperator fum, iltfi

pious and humane forrow of Frederic. Romaniorum (Anonym. Canif. p. 512.). The^,» ,, which Cinnamus tranf- public and hiftorical ftyle of the Greeks was
lates into Latin by the word». Ducange -4 .. .priticeps. Yet Cinnamus owns, that

works very hard to fav.e his king and country ,^^^ is fynonymous to ^.^?.
prince
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CHAP, pnnce of the Alemanni ; and the vain and feeble Angelas afFeded

u. -^—.mj to be ignorant of the name of one of the greateft men and monarchs

of the age. While they viewed with hatred and fufpicion the

Latin pilgrims, the Greek emperors maintained a ftrid:, though fe-

cret, alliance with the Turks and Saracens. Ifaac Angelas com-

plained, that by his friendihlp for the great Saladin he had incurred

the enmity of the Franks ; and a mofch was founded at Gonftan-

tinople for the public exercife of the religion of Mahomet ".

Turkiih war- . The fwarms that followed the firft crufade, were deftroyed in

Anatolia by famine, peftilence, and the Turkiih arrows : and the

princes only efcaped with fome fquadrons of horfe to accompliih

their lamentable pilgrimage. A juft opinion maybe formed of their

knowledge and humanity ; of their knowledge from the defign of

fubduing Perfia and Chorafan in their way to Jerufalem ; of their

humanity from the maflacre of the Chriftian people, a friendly city,

who came out to meet them with palms and crofles in their hands.

The arms of Conrad and Louis were lefs cruel and imprudent ; but

the event of the fecond crufade was ftill more ruinous to Chriften-

dom ; and the Greek Manuel is accufed by his own fubje£ls of giv-

ing feafonable intelligence to the fultan, and treacherous guides to

the Latin princes. Inftead of cruihing the common foe, by a double

attack at the fame time but on different fides, the Germans were

urged by emulation, and the French were retarded by jealoufy. Louis

had fcarcely pafled the Bofphorus when he was met by the returning

emperor, who had loft the greateft part of his army in glorious,

but unfuccefsful, adlion on the banks of the Maeander. The con-

traft of the pomp of his rival haftened the retreat of Conrad : the

<3efertlon of his independent vaffals reduced him to his hereditary

troops ; and he borrowed fome Greek veffels to execute by fea the

pilgrimage of Paleftine. Without ftudying the leffons of experience,

"In the Epiftles of Innocent III. (xiii. 130.), fee the views of a pope and acadhi on

p. 184.), and the Hiftory of Bohadin (p. 129, ^xifingular toleration.

or
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or the nature of the war, the king of France advanced throut^li the CHAP
t) LIX.

fame country to a fimilar fate. The vanguard, ' which bore the '_ . j

royal banner and the oriflamme of St. Denys ", had doubled their

march with raih and inconfiderate fpeed ; and the rear which the

king commanded in perfon no longer found their companions in

the evening camp. In darknefs and diforder they were encompaffed,

aflaulted, and overwhelmed, by the innumerable hoil of Turks,

who in the art of war were fuperior to the Chriftians of the

twelfth century. Louis, who climbed a tree in the general difcom-

fiture, was faved by his own valour and the ignorance of his ad-

A'erfaries ; and with the dawn of day he efcaped alive, but almoft

alone to the camp of the vanguard. But initead of purfuing his ex-

pedition by land, he was rejoiced to ihelter the relics of his army

in the friendly fea-port of Satalia. From thence he embarked for

Antioch ; but fo penurious was the fupply of Greek veflels, that

they could only afford room for his knights and nobles ; and the

plebeian crowd of infantry was left to perifh at the foot of the Pam-

phylian hilk. The emperor and the king embraced and wept at

Jerufalem ; their martial trains, the remnant of mighty armies, were

joined to the Chriilian powers of Syria, and a fruitlefs fiege of Da-

mafcus was the final effort of the fecond crufade. Conrad and Louis

embarked for Europe with the perfonal fame of piety and courage ;

but the Orientals had hraved thefe potent monarchs of the Franks,

with whofe names and military forces they had been fo often threat-

ened"". Perhaps they had flill more to fear from the veteran genius

of Frederic the firft, who in his youth had ferved in Afia under his

uncle Conrad. Forty campaigns in Germany and Italy had taught

*' As counts of Vexin, the kings of Joinville, differt. xviii. p. 244— 253.).

France were the vaflals and advocates of "^ The original French hillories of the

the monaftery of St. Denys. The faint's fecond crufade, are the Gefta Ludovici VII.

peculiar banner, which they received from publiihed in the i\''' volume of Duchefne's

the abbot, was of a fquare form, and a red CoIIeftion. Tlie fame volume contains many
or flaming colour. The oriflamme appeared original letters of the king, of Suger hii

at the head of the French armies from the niinifter, S.-c. the be!t documctits of authentic

3iii"» to the xv'"» century (Ducange fur hiftory.

Vol. VI. ,

'

Barbaroffa
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C HA P. BarbaroiTa to command ; and his foldiers, even the pnnces of the

^—'v^^-J empire, were accuftomed under his reign to obey. As foon as he

ioil fight of Philadelphia and Laodicea, the laft cities of the Greek

frontier, he plunged into the fait and barren defert, a land (fays the

hiftorian) of horror and tribulation '^ During twenty days, every

ftep of his fainting and fickly march was befieged by the innu-

merable hords of Turkmans ""*, whofe numbers and fury feemed

after each defeat to multiply, and inflame. The emperor continued

to ftruggle and to fuiFer ; and fuch was the meafure of his cala-

mities, that when he reached the gates of Iconium, no more than

one thoufand knights were able to ferve on horfeback. By a fudden

and refolute aflault, he defeated the guards, and ftornied the capital

of the fultan ""', who humbly fued for pardon and peace. The road

was now open, and Frederic advanced in a career of triumph, till he

was unfortunately drowned in a petty torrent of Cilicia ^^ The

remainder of his Germans was confumed by ficknefs and defertion

;

and the emperor's fon expired with the greateft part of his Swabian

vafl^als at the fiege of Acre. Among the Latin heroes, Godfrey of

Bouillon and Frederic Barbarofl^a could alone atchieve the paifage

of the Lefl'er Afia
;
yet even their fuccefs was a warning ; and in

the laft and moft experienced age of the crufades, every nation pre-

ferred the fea to the toils and perils of an inland expedition "'.

ObfiJnacy of The euthufiafm of the firft crufade is a natural and fimple event,

afra oTthe' whilc hope was freih, danger untried, and enterprife congenial to

cfD fades

*' Terram horroris et falfuginis, terrain ** The deiire of comparing two great men,

ficcam, fterileuiinanicEnam. Anonym. Canif. has tempted many writers to drown Frederic

p. 517. The emphatic language of a fuf- in the river Cydnus, in which Alexander fo

ferer. imprudently bathed (Q^ Curt. ). iii. c. 4, 5.).

** Gens innumera, fylveftris, indomita. But from the march of the fmperor, I rather

praedones fine duftorc. The fultan of Cogni judge, that his Saleph is the Calycadnus, a

might fincerely rejoice in their defeat. A- ftream of lefs fame, but of a longer courfe.

nonym. Canif. p. 517, 518. *' Marinus Sanutus, A. D. 1321, lays it

^' Seein theanonymouswriterin the collec- down as a precept, Quod llolus Ecclefias per

tion of Canifius, Tagino, and Bohadin (Vit. terram nullatenus eft ducenda. He refolves,

Saladin. p. 1 19, 120.), thea.Tibiguous conduit by the Divine aid, the objedlion, or rather

of Kilidge Arilan, fultan of Cogni, whghated exception, of the firft crufade (uecreta Fide-

and feared both Saladin and Frederic. _ lium Crucis, 1. ii. parsii. c. i. p. 37.).

the
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the fp'iiit of the times. But the obftinate perfeverance of Europe CHAP,
may indeed excite our pity and admiration ; that no inftrudion \_ -,-'- j

iliould have been drawn from conftant and adverfe experience
; that

the fame confidence ihould have repeatedly grown from the fame

failures ; that fix fucceeding generations ihould have rufhed headlong

down the precipice that was open before them ; and that men of every

condition ihould have ftaked their public and private fortunes, on the

defperate adventure of poiTefling or recovering a tomb-ftone two thou-

fand miles from their country. In a period of two centuries after the

council of Clermont, each fpring and fummer produced a new emigra-

tion of pilgrim warriors for the defence of the Holy Land ; but the

feven great armaments or crufades were excited by fome impending

or recent calamity : the nations were moved by the authority of

their pontiffs, and the example of their kings : their zeal was

kindled, and their reafon was filenced, by the xdice. of their holy

orators ; and among thefe, Bernard ''', the monk, or the faint, may Charaaer

claim the moil honourable place. About eight years before the st. Bernard,

firft conqueft of Jerufalem, he was born of a noble family in Bur- 1-3.
gundy ; at the age of three-and-twenty, he buried himfelf in the

monaftery of Citeaux, then in the primitive fervour of the infti-

tution ; at th© end of two years he led forth her third colony, or

daughter, to the valley of Clairvaux^' in Champagne ; and was con-

tent, till the hour of his death, with the humble ftation of Abbot of

his own community. A philofophic age has aboliihed, with too

liberal and indifcriminate difdain, the honours of thefe fpiritual

*' The moil authentic information of St. *' Clairvaux, furnamed the Valley of Ab-
Bernard muft be dtawn from his own writ- fynth, is fituate among the woods near Bar

ings, publiihed in a correil edition by Pere fur Aube in Champagne. St. Bernard would

Mabillon, and reprinted at Venice 1750, in blufh at the pomp of the church and mona-
fix volumes in folio. Whatever friendfhip ftery ; he would aflc for the library, and I

could recoiled, or fuperftition could add, is know not whether he would be much edified

contained in the two lives, by his difciples, in by a tun of 800 muids (914; hoglheads),

the vi''' volume: whatever learning and criti- which almort rivals that of Heidelberg (Me-

cifra could afcertain, may be found in the langes Tires d'une Grande Bibliotheque,

prefaces of the Benediftine editor, torn. .xlvi. p. 15—20.}.

2 heroes.
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heroes. The meaneft among them are difthigulfhed by fome energies

of the mind ; they were at leaft fuperior to their votaries and dif-

ciples ; and, in the race of fuperftition, they attained the prize for

\vhich fuch numbers contended. In fpeech, in writing, in adion,

Bernard flood high above his rivals and contemporaries ; his com-

pofitions are not devoid of wit and eloquence ; and he feems to have

preferved as much reafon and humanity as may be reconciled with

the character of a faint. Li a fecular life, he would have ihared the

feventh part of a private inheritance ; by a vow of poverty and

penance, by clofing his eyes againil the vifihle world ^°, by the

refufal of all ecclefiaftical dignities, the abbot of Clairvaux became

the oracle of Europe, and the founder of one hundred and fixty

convents. Princes and- pontiiFs trembled at the freedom of his apo-

ftollcal cenfures : France, England, and Milan, confulted and obeyed

his judgment in a fchlfm of the church : the debt was repaid by the

gratitude of Innocent the fecond ; and his fucceffbr Eugenius the

third was the friend and difciple of the holy Bernard. It was in the

proclamation of the fecond crufade that he ihone as the miifionary

and prophet of God, who called the nations to the defence of his

holy fepulchre ^'. At the parliament of Vezelay he fpoke before the

king ; and Louis the feventh, with his nobles, received their crofles

from his hand. The abbot of Clairvaux then marched to the lefs

eafy conqueft of the emperor Conrad : a phlegmatic people, igno-

rant of his language, was tranfported by the pathetic vehemence of

his tone and geftures ; and his progrefs, from Conftance to Cologne,

was the triumph of eloquence and zeal. Bernard applauds his own
fuccefs in the depopulation of Europe ; afhrms that cities and caftles

^° The dirdples of the faint (Vit. i""', eiTet ; et mirati funt univerfi. To admire or
1. iii. c. 2. p. 1232. Vit. •^^, c. 16. N" 45. defpife St. Bernard as he ought, the reader,

p. 1383.) record a marvellous example of like myfelf, fliould have before the windows
his pious apathy. Juxta lacum etiam Lau- of his library the beauties of that incompar-
fannenfem totiusdiei itinere pergens, penitus able landikip.

non attendit aut fe videre non vidit. Cum ^' Otho Frifing. I. i. c. 4. Bernard, Epiil.

eoim vefpere fafto de codem lacu focii col- 363. ad Francos Orientales, Opp. torn. i.

ioquerentur, interrogabat eos iibi laciis ille p. 328. Vit. 1% 1. iii. c. 4. tom.vi. •23;.
were
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were emptied of their inhabitants ; and computes, that only one nian CHAP.
was left behind for the confolation of {even widows ^\ The blind > „-.^

fanatics were defirous of eleding him for their general ; but the

example of the hermit Peter was before his eyes ; and while he

aflured the Cruiaders of the divine favour, he prudently declined a

military command, in which failure and vidtory would have been

almoft equally difgraceful to his charadler". Yet, after the cala-

mitous event, the abbot of Qairvaux was loudly accufed as a falfe

prophet, the author of the public and private mourning ; his

enemies exulted, his friends blufhed, and his apology was flow

and unfatisfadory. He juftifies his obedience to the commands, of

the pope ; expatiates on the myfterious ways of providence ; im-,

putes the misfortunes of the pilgrims to their own fins ; and modeftly. _

infinuates, that his miffion had been approved by figns and won-

ders ^*. Had the fa£t been certain, the argument would be decifive

;

and his faithful difciples, who enumerate twenty or thirty miracles

in a day, appeal to the public aflemblies of France and Germany^.

in which they were performed ". At the prefent hour, fuch pro-

digies will not obtain credit beyond the precinds of Clairvaux ; but

in the preternatural cures of the blind, the lame, and the fick, who
"were prefented to the man of God, it is impofllble for us to afcertain

the feparate fhares of accident, of fancy, of impofture, and of fidion.

Omnipotence itfelf cannot efcape the murmurs of its difcordant Progrefs of

votaries ; fince the fame difpenfation vhich was applauded as a deli- nietans.

^^ Mandaftis et obedivi . . . . miiltiplicati ^* Sic dicunt forfuan ifte, unde fcimus

funt fuper numerurn ; vacuantur urbes et ca- quod a Domino fermo egreiTus fit? Qus
ftella ; et/fwi• jam non inveniunt quern appre- figni tu facis ut credamus tibi ? Non eft quod
hendant feptem mulieres unum virum ; adeo ad ifta ipfe refpondeam

;
percendum vere-

ubjque vidua; vivis remanent viris. Bernard, cundise mea;, refponde tu pro me, et pro te

Epift. p. Z47. We mull be careful not to ipfo, fecundum quas vidilH et audifti, et fe-

conftrue/ as a fubftantive. ciuidum quod te infpiraverit Deus. Con-
^' Quis ego fum ut difponam acies, ut folat. 1. ii. c. i. Opp. torn. ii. p. 421—

egrediar ante facies armatorum, aut quid 423.
tam remotum a profeffiotie mea, fi vires, fi " See the teftimonies in Vita i"" 1. iv.

peritia, &c. eplft. 256. torn. i. p. 259. He c. 5,6. Opp. torn. vi. p. i 258— 126!.. 1. vi=

fpeaks with contempt of the hermit Peter, c. 1—17, p. 1286—1314.
virquidam, epift. 363.

17 verance
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CHAP, verance in Europe, was deplored, and perhaps arraigned, as a cala-

\^..^^-^.^ mity in Afia. After the lofs of -Jerufalem, the Syrian fugitives

diffufed their confternation and forrow : Bagdad mourned in the

duft ; the cadhi Zeineddin of Damafcus tore his beard in the ca-

liph's prefence ; and the whole divan fhed tears at his melancholy

tale ^^ But the commanders of the faithful could only weep ; they

were themfelves captives in the hands of the Turks : fome tem-

poral power was reftored to the laft age of the Abbaffides ; but their

humble ambition was confined to Bagdad and the adjacent pro-

vince. Their tyrants, the Seljukian fultans, had followed the com-

mon law of the Afiatic dynailies, the unceafing round of valour,

greatnefs, difcord, degeneracy, and decay : their fpirit and power

were unequal to the defence of religion ; and, in his diftant realm

of Perfia, the Chriilians were ilrangers to the name and the arms

The Atabeks of Sangiar, the laft hero of his race ". While the fultans were in-
of Syria.

Zenglii,

A. D.
1127— 1145.

volved in the filken web of the haram, the pious taik was under-

taken by their flaves, the Atabeks '' ; a Turkiih name, which, like

the Byzantine patricians, may be tranflated by Father of the Prince.

Afcanfar, a valiant Turk, had been the favourite of Malek Shaw,

from whom he received the privilege of ftanding on the right-hand

of the throne ; but, in the civil wars that enfued on the monarch's

death, he loft his head and the government of Aleppo. His do-

meftic emirs perfevered in their attachment to his fon Zenghi, who

proved his iirft arms againft the Franks in the defeat of Antioch

;

^° Abulmahafen apud de Guignes, Hiil.

des Huns, torn. ii. P. ii. p. 99.
^' See his arlicle in the Bibliotheque Orien-

tale of d'Herbelot, and de Guignes, torn. ii.

P. i. p. 230—261. Such was his valour,

that he was ftyled the fecond Alexander; and
fuch ihe extravagant love of his fubjefls,

that they prayed for the fultan a year after

his deceafe. Yet Sangiar might have been
made prifoner by the Franks, as well as by
the Uzes. He reigned near fifty years (A.D.

110',— 1152.), and was a munificent patron

of Periian poetry.

^" See the Chronology of the Atabeks of

Ii.-ik and Syria, in de Guignes, torn. i.

p. 254; and the reigns of Zenghi and Nou-

reddin in the fame writer (torn. ii. P. ii. p. 147
— 221.), v.'ho ufes the Arabic text of Benela-

thir, Ben Schounah, and Abulfeda; the Bi-

bliotheque Orientale, under the articles

Atabeki and Nourcddin, and the Dynafties of

Abulpharagius, p. 250—267. verf. Pocock.

18 thirty



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 87

thirty campaigns in the fervice of the caliph and fultan eftabhihed CHAP,
his military fame ; and he was invefted with the command of Mo- *.. „ *

fill, as the only champion that could avenge the caufe of the pro-

phet. The public hope was not difappointed : after a fiege of

twenty-five days, he ftormed the city of Edefla, and recovered from

the Franks their conquefts beyond the Euphrates "
: the martial

tribes of Curdiftan were fnbdued by the independent fovereign of

Moful and Aleppo : his foldiers were taught to behold the camp as

their only country ; they trufted to his liberality for their rewards

;

and their abfent families were proteded by the vigilance of Zenghi.

At the head of thefe veterans, his fon Noureddin gradually united Noureddin,

the Mahometan powers; added the kingdom of Damafcus to that 1143—1174.

of Aleppo, and waged a long and fuccefsful war againfi: the Chrif-

tiaus of Syria; he fpread his ample reign from the Tigris to the

Nile, and the Abbaffides rewarded their faithful fervant with all the

titles and prerogatives of royalty. The Latins themfelves were com-

pelled to own the wifdom and courage, and even the juftice and

piety, of this implacable adverfary *°, In his life and government,

the holy warrior revived the zeal and fimpUcity of the firft caliphs.

Gold and filk were baniihed from his palace ; the ufe of wine from

his dominions ; the public revenue was fcrupuloufly applied to the

public fervice ; and the frugal houfehold of Noureddin was main-

tained from his legitimate ihare of the fpoil which he vefted in the

purchafe of a pri\^ate ertatc. His favourite Sultana fighed for fome

female obj eft of expence. " Alas," replied the king, " I fear God,

" and am no more than the treafurer of the Moflems. Their pro-

^' William of Tyre (1. xvi. c. 4, 5. 7.) vldus, et fecundum gentis fua; traditiones re-

defcribes the lofs of Edeffa, and the death ligiofus. To this catholic witnefs, we may
of Zenghi. The corruption of his name add the primate of the Jacobites (Abulpharag.

into SnKguiti, afforded the Latins a com- p. 267.), quo non alter erat inter reges vitae

fonable allufion to his fanguinary charader ratione magis laudabili, aut qu» pluribus

and end, fit fanguine fanguinolentus. jullitias experimentis abundaret. The true

+° Noradinus (fays William of Tyre, I.xx. praife of kings is after their death, and from

33.) maximus nominis et fidei Chriftiana: the mouth of their enemies,

perfecutor; princep; tamen juftus, vafer, pro-
" perty
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'^' perty I cannot alienate ; but I ftill pcflefs three ihops in the city

" of Hems : thefe you may take ; and thefe alone can I beftow."

His chamber of juftice was the terror of the great and the refuge of

the poor. Some years after the fultan's death, an oppreffed fubje£t

called aloud in the ftreets of Damafcus, " Noureddin, Noureddin,

" where art thou now ? Arife, arife, to pity and proted: us !" A
tumult was apprehended, and a living tyrant bluihed or trembled at

the name of a departed monarch.

Conqueft of By the arms of the Turks and Franks, the Fatimites had been

Tu^L, deprived of Syria. In Egypt, the decay of their charadter and in-

1163— 1169. fluence was ftill more eflential. Yet they were ftill revered as the

defcendants and fucceflbrs of the prophet ; they maintained their

invifible ftate in the palace of Cairo ; and their perfon was feldom

violated by the profane eyes of fubjedls or ftrangers. The Latin

ambaffadors "' have defcribed their own introdudion through a feries

of gloomy paffages, and glittering porticoes : the fcene was enlivened

by the warbling of birds and the murmur of fquntains : it was en-

riched by a difpky of rich furniture, and rare animals ; of the Im-

perial treafures, fomething was ihewn, and much was fuppofed ; and

the long order of unfolding doors was guarded by black foldiers and

domeftlc eunuchs. The fan£luary of the prefence chamber was

veiled with a curtain ; and the vizir, who conducted the ambaifa-

dore, laid afide his fcymetar, and prortrated himfelf three times on

the ground ; the veil was then removed j and they beheld the com-

mander of the faithful, who ilgnified his pleafure to the firft flave of

' the throne. But this ilave was his mailer : the vizirs or fultans had

iifurped the fupreme adminiftration of Egypt ; the claims of the

rival candidates were decided by arms ; and the name of the moil

worthy, of the ftrongeil, was inferted in the royal patent of com-

' From the ambaflador, WiUlam of Tyre weighing feventeen Egyptian drams, an eme-

(I. XIX. c. 17, 18.) defcribes the palace of raid a palm and an half in length, and many
Cairo. In the caliphs treafure were found a vafes of chryfta! and porcelain of China

' pearl as large as a pigeon's egg, a ruby (Renaudot, p. 536.).

mand.
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mand. The fadions of Dargham and Shawer alternately expelled CHAP,
each other from the capital and country ; and the weaker fide im- » ^ u>

plored the dangerous protedion of the fultan of Damafcus or the

king of Jerufalcm, the perpetual enemies of the fed and monarchy

of the Fatimites. By his arms and religion, the Turk was moil

formidable ; but the Frank, in an eafy dired march, could advance

from Gaza to the Nile ; while the intermediate fituation of his realm

compelled the troops of Noureddin to wheel round the ikirts of

Arabia, a long and painful circuit, which expofed them to thirft,

fatigue, and the burning winds of the defert. The fecret zeal and

ambition of the Turkifh prince afpired to reign in Egypt under the

name of the Abbaifides ; but the reftoration of the ilippliant Shawer

was the oilenfible motive of the firil expedition ; and the fuccefs was

entrufted to the emir Shiracouh, a valiant and veteran commander.

Dargham was opprefled and fiain ; but the ingratitude, the jealoufy,

the juft apprehenfions, of his more fortunate rival, foon provoked

him to invite the king of Jerufalem to deliver Egypt from his in-

folent benefadors. To this union, the forces of Shiracouh were un-

equal ; he relinquiihed the premature conqueft ; and the evacuation

of Belbeis or Pelufium was the condition of his fafe retreat. As the

Turks defiled before the enemy, and their general clofed the rear,

with a vigilant eye, and a battle-axe in his hand, a Frank prcfumed

to aik him he were not afraid of an attack ? " It is doubtlefs in

" your power to begin the attack," replied the intrepid emir ; " but

" reft aiTured, that not one of my foldiers will go to paradife till

" he has fent an infidel to hell." Flis report of the riches of the

land, the effeminacy of the natives, and the diforders of the govern-

ment, revived the hopes of Noureddin ; the caliph of Bagdad ap-

plauded the pious defign ; and Shiracouh defcended into Egypt a

feccnd time with twelve thoufand Turks and eleven thoufand Arabs.

Yet his forces were ftill inferior to the confederate armies of the

Vol. VI. Franks
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Franks and Saracens ; and I can difcern an unufual degree of mili-

tary art, in his paffage of the Nile, his retreat into Thebais, his

mafterly evolutions in the battle of Babain, the furprife of Alex-

andria, and his marches and counter-marches in the flats and valley

of Egypt, from the tropic to the fca. His condu£t was feconded

by the courage of his troops, and on the eve of atition a Mama-

luke"* exclaimed, " If we cannot wreft Egypt from the Chriftian

" dogs, why do we not renounce the honours and rewards of the

" fultan, and retire to labour with the peafants, or to fpin with the

" females of the haram ?" Yet, after all his efforts in the field *',

after the obftinate defence of Alexandria*" by his nephew Saladin,

an honourable capitulation and retreat concluded the fecond enter-

prife of Shiracotih ; and Noureddin referved his abilities for a third

and more propitious occafion. It was foon offered by the ambition

and avarice of Amalric or Amaury, king of Jerufalem, who had im-

bibed the pernicious maxim, that no faith ihould be kept with the

enemies of God. A religious warrior, the great mailer of the hof-

pital, encouraged him to proceed ; the emperor of Conflantinople,

either gave, or promifed, a fleet to ait with the armies of Syria
;

and the perfidious Chriflian, unfatisfied with fpoil and fubfidy,

afpired to the conqueft of Egypt. In this emergency, the Moflems

turned their eyes towards the fultan of Damafcus ; the vizir, whom
danger encompaiTed on all fides, yielded to their unanimous wiilies,

and Noureddin feemed to be tempted by the fair offer of one third

of the revenue of the kingdom. The Franks were already at the

*'^ Mamluc, TpluT. Mamalic, is defined by king of Jenifalem no more than 374 knights.

Pocock (Prolegom. ad Abulpharag. p. 7.), Both the Franks and the Moilems report the

and d'Herbelot (p. 545.), fervum empti- fuperior numbers of the enemy ; a difference

tium, feu qui pretio numerato in domini which may be folved by counting or omitting

pofleflionem cedit. They frequently occur in the unwarlike Egyptians.

the wars of Saladin (Bohadin, p. 236, &c.)

;

** It was the Alexandria of the Arabs, a
and it was only the Bahartie Mamalukes middle term in extent and riches between
that were firil introduced into Egypt by his the period of the Greeks and Romans,
defccndants. and that of the Turks (Savary, Lettrcs fur

*' Jacobus a Vitriaco (p. 16.) gives the I'Egypte, tom.i. p. 25, 26.).

gates
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gates of Cairo ; but the fuburbs, the old city, were burnt on their CHAP.
approach ; they were deceived by an inlidious negociation ; and their '

'

veiFels were unable to furmount the barriers of the Nile. They pru-

dently declined a conteft with the Turks, in the midft of an hoftile

country ; and Amaury retired into Paleftine, with the fhamc and

reproach that always adhere to unfuccefsful injuftice. After this de-

liverance, Shiracouh was inverted with a robe of honour, which he

foon ilained with the blood of the unfortunate Shawer. For a while,

the Turkiih emirs condefcended to hold the office of vizir ; but this

foreign conqueft precipitated the fall of the Fatimites themfelves
;

and the bloodlefs change was accompliflied by a meifage and a

word. The caliphs had been degraded by their own weaknefs and

the tyranny of the vizirs : their fubjeils bluihed, when the defend-

ant and fucceiTor of the prophet prefented his naked hand to the

rude gripe of a Latin ambaflador; they wept when he fent the hair

of his women, a fad emblem of their grief and terror, to excite the

pity of the fultan of Damafcus. By the command of Noureddin, End of ihe

and the fentence of the do.dtors, the holy names of Abubeker, Omar, liphs,

and Othman, were folemnly reftored : the caliph Mofthadi, of Bagdad, '
*'''''

was acknowledged in the public prayers as the true commander of

the faithful ; and the green livery of the fons of Ali was exchanged

for the black colour of the Abbaffides. The laft of his race, the

caliph Adhed, who furvived only ten days, expired in happy ignorance

of his fate : his treafures fecured the loyalty of the foldiers and

filenced the murmurs of the fedlaries ; and in all fubfequent revolu-

tions, Egypt has never departed from the orthodox tradition of the

Moilems*'.

1' For this great revolution of Egypt, fee naudot (Hiil. Patriarch. Alex. p. 522—525.
V.'iiliam of Tyre (I. xix. 5, 6, 7. 12—31. 532—537.), Vertot (Hift. des Chevaliers
XX. 5—12.), Bohadin (in Vit. Saladin. p.30 de Malthe, torn. i. p. iij.i— 163. in 4""),—39-), Abulfeda (in Excerpt. Schultens, and IVT. de Guignes (com. ii. p. ii. p. iSj

p. 1—12.), d'Herbeloc (Bibliot. Orient. —215).
Adhtd, Faihetnah, but very incorrefl). Re-

2 The
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The hilly country beyond the Tigris is occupied by the pailoral

tribes of the Curds *°
: a people hardy, ftrong, favage, impatient of

Reign and
i i i• i • • c r

charaaer of the yokc, addiiled to rapine, and tenacious of the government of

A.D. their national chiefs. The refemblance of name, fituation, and man-

ners, feem to identify them with the Carduchians of the Greeks *'
;

and they ftill defend againft the Ottoman Porte the antique freedom

which they aflerted againft the iucceiTors of Cyrus. Poverty and

ambition prompted them to embrace the profeflion of mercenary

foldiers : the fervice of his father and uncle prepared the reign of the

great Saladin ***
; and the fon of Job or Ayub, a fimple Curd, mag-

nanimoufly fmiled at his pedigree, which flattery deduced from

the Arabian caliphs '^^ So unconfcious was Noureddin of the

impending ruin of his houfe, that he conftrained the reludlant

youth to follow his uncle Shlracouh into Egypt : his military cha-

vadler was eftabliihed by the defence of Alexandria ; and if we may

believe the Latins, he folicited and obtained from the Chriftian ge-

neral Uit profane honours of knighthood ''. On the death of Shira-

couh, the oflice of grand vizir was beftowed on SSladin, as the

youngeft and leaft powerful of the emirs ; but with the advice of

his father, whom he invited to Cairo, his genius obtained the

+' For the Curd?, fee de Guignes, torn. i. rlchcf! and moft authentic materials, a life of

p. 416, 417. the Index Geographicus of Saladin by his friend and minifter the Cadhi

Sehultens, and Tayernier, Voyages, p. i. Bohadln, and copious extrails from the hillory

p. 308, 309. The Ayoubltes defcended from of his kinfman the prince Abulfeda of Ha-
ihe tribe of the Ra-.vadixi, one of the nobleft; mah. To thefe we may add, the article cf

Ibut s.% ihey were infeiled with the herefy of Salahedd'in in the Bibliotheque Orientale,

the Metempfychoiis, the orthodox fultans in- and all that may be gleaned from the Dy-
f.nuated, that their defcent was only on the nailies of Abulpharagius.

mother's fide, and that their anceilor was a *' Since Abulfeda was himfelf an Ayou-
ftrangcr who fettled among the Curds. bite, he may fiiare the praife, imitating•,

*' See the the iv"> book of the Anabafis of at leail tacitly, the modeily of the founder.

Xenophon. The ten thoufand fufFered more =" Hill. Hierofol. in the Geila Dei per

from the arrows of the free Carduchians, than Francos, p. 11 52. A fimilar example may
from the fplendid weakncfs of the great be found in Joinville (p. 42. edition du Lou-
king, vre); but the pious St. Louis rcfufed to dig-

*' We are indebted to the profeiTor Schul- nify infidels with the order of Chrilliaa

teni (Lugd. Bat. 1755, in folio) for the knighthood (Ducange, Gbfervations, p. 70.).

afcendant
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afcendant over his equals, and attached tlie army to his perfon and CHAP,
intcreft. AVhile Noureddin lived, thefe ambitious Curds were the ^^—,—

^

moft humble of his Haves ; and the indilcreet murmurs of the divan

were filenced by the prudent Ayub, who loudly protefted that at

the command of the fultan he himfelf would lead his fon in chains

to the foot of the throne. " Such language," he added in private,

" was prudent and proper in an affembly of your rivals ; but we
" are now above fear and obedience ; and the threats of Noureddin

" ihall not extort the tribute of a fugar-cane." His feafonable

death relieved them from the odious and doubtful conflid: : his fon, a

minor of eleven years of age, was left for a while to the emirs of

Damafcus ; and the new lord of Egypt was decorated by the caliph

with every title
^' that could fandify his ufurpation in the eyes of the

people. Nor was Saladin long content with the poffeffion of Egypt

;

he defpoiled the Chriftians of Jerufalem, and the Atabeks of Da-

mafcus, Aleppo, and Diarbekir : Mecca and Medina acknowledged

him for their temporal protedor : his brother fubdued the diftant

regions of Yemen, or the happy Arabia ; and at the hour of his

death, his empire was fpread from the African Tripoli to the Tigris,

and from the Indian ocean to the mountains of Armenia. In the

judgment of his character, the reproaches of treafon and ingratitude

ftrike forcibly on oui- minds, imprefled, as they are, with the prin-

ciple and experience of law and loyalty. But his ambition may
in fome meafure be excufed by the revolutions of Afia ^^, which had

erafed every notion of legitimate fucceffion ; by the recent example

of the Atabeks themfelves ; by his reverence to the fon of his be-

nefador, his humane and generous behaviour to the collateral

' In thefe Arabic titles, >-f//f/o«ii muilal- '* Abulfeda, who defcended from a bro-

ways be underftood ; Noureddin, lumen r. ; ther of Saladin, obferves from many ex-

Ezxodin, decus ; Amadoddin, columen: our amples, that the founders of dynafties took

hero's proper n.ime was Jofeph, and he was the guilt for themfelves, and left the re-

ftyled Salahoddin, falus ; Al Malichtis, Al ward to their innocent collaterals (Exccrpc
Nafirus, rex defenfor; Abu Moda£ir, pater p. 10.)•

viitoris, Schultens, Praefat.

branches 5
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CHAP, branches ; by their incapacity and his merit ; by the approbation of

"-^—1^
' the cahph, the fole fource of all legitimate power ; and, above all,

by the wiihes and interefl: of the people, whofe happinefs is the

iiril object of government. In his virtues, and in thofe of his pa-

tron, they admired the fingular union of the hero and the fiiint

;

for both Noureddin and Saladin are ranked among the Mahometan

faints ; and the conftant meditation of the holy war appears to have

ilied a ferious and fober colour over their lives and adions. The

youth of the latter " was addided to wine and women ; but his

afpiring fpirit foon renounced the temptations of pleafure, for the

graver follies of fame and dominion : the garment of Saladin was

a coarfe woollen ; water was his only drink ; and, while he emulated

the temperance, he furpafled the chaftity, of his Arabian prophet.

Both in faith and pradice he was a rigid Mufulman ; he ever de-

plored that the defence of religion had not. allowed him to accom-

pliih the pilgrimage of Mecca ; but at the ftated hours, five times

each day, the fultan devoutly prayed with his brethren : the invo-

luntary omiflion of failing was fcrupuloufly repaid ; and his perufal

of the Koran, on horfeback between the approaching armies, may be

quoted as a proof, however oftentatious, of piety and courage '*.

The fuperftitious dodrine of the fed of Shafei was the only iludy

that he deigned to encourage : the poets were fafe in his contempt

;

but all profane fcience was the objed of his averfion ; and a philo-

fopher, who had vented fome fpeculative novelties, was feized and

ftrangled by the command of the royal faint. The juftice of his

divan was acceifible to the meaneil fuppliant againft himfelf and his

minifters ; and it was only for a kingdom that Saladin would deviate

from the rule of equity. While the defcendants of Seljuk and Zenghi

held his ftirrup and fmoothed his garments, he was affable and pa-

tient with the meaneft of his fervants. So boundlefs was his libe-

" See his life and charafter in Renaudot, brated in the firil chapter of Eohadin (p. 4

—

p. 537—548. 30.), himfelf an eye-wicnefs, and an honeil

5* His civil and religious virtues arc cele• bigot.

6 rality,
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rality, that he diftributed twelve thoufand horfes at the fiep-e of Acre• CHAP.
. .

> LIX
and, at the time of his death, no more than forty-feven drams of ' -.- _f

filver and one piece of gold coin were found in the treafury
; yet in

a martial reign, the tributes vere diminiihed, and the wealthy

citizens enjoyed without fear or danger the fruits of their induftry.

Egypt, Syria, and Arabia, were adorned by the royal foundations of

hofpitals, colleges, and mofchs ; and Cairo was fortified with a wall

and citadel ; but his works were confecrated to public ufe ", nor did

the fultan indulge himfelf in a garden or palace of private luxury.

In a fanatic age, himfelf a fanatic, the genuine virtues of Saladin

commanded the efteem of the Chriftians : the emperor of Germany

gloried in his friendihip'° : the Greek emperor folicited his alliance";

and the conqueft of Jerufalem diffufed, and perhaps magnified, his

fame both in the Eaft and Weft.

During its iliort exiftence, the kingdom of Jerufalem '' was fup- His conqueft

iiiit-"'^ '^^ king-
ported by the difcord of the Turks and Saracens ; and both the Fa- dom.

timite caliphs and the fultans of Damafcus were tempted to iacrifice uw j.

"'*

the caufe of their religion to the meaner confiderations of private and

prefent advantage. But the powers of Egypt, Syria, and Arabia,

were now united by an hero, whom nature and fortune had armed

againft the Chriftians. All without, now bore the moft threatening

afpe£t ; and all was feeble and hollow in the internal ftate of Jeru-

falem. After the two firft Baldwins, the brother and coufin of God-

frey of Bouillon, the fceptre devolved by female fucceifion to Meli-

fenda, daughter of the fecond Baldwin, and her huiband Fulk,

count of Anjou, the father, by a former marriage, of our Englifh

Plantagenets. Their two fons, Baldwin the third and Amaury,

'' In many works, particularly Jofeph's '^ For tlie Latin kingdom of Jerufalem,

well in the caftle of Cairo, the fultan and fee William of Tyre, from the ix'*" to the

the patriarch have been confounded by the xxii'' book. Jacob, a. Vitriaco, Hiil. Hiero-

ignorance of natives and travellers. folem. 1. i. and Sanutus, Secreta Fidelium
5* Anonym. Canifii, tom. ill. p. ii, p. 504. Crucis, 1. iii. p. vi, vii, viii, i.x.

^' Bohadin, p. 129, 130,

waged
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CHAP, waited a ftrenuous, and not unfuccefsful, war againft the infidels

;

LIX.
' 03 I

V. -,-'__/ but the fon of Araaury, Baldwin the fourth, was deprived, by the

leprofy, a gift of the crufades, of the facuUies both of mind and

body. His fifter Sybilla, the mother of Baldwin the fifth, was his

natural heirefs : after the fufpicious death of her child, llie crowned

her fecond hufband, Guy of Lufignan, a prince of a handfome per-

fon, but of fuch bafe renown, that his own brother Jeffrey was

heard to exclaim, " Since they have made him a king, furely thdy

*' would have made 7ne a god !" The choice was generally blamed;

and the moft powerful vaiTal, Raymond count of Tripoli, who had been

excluded from the fucceifion and regency, entertained an implacable

hatred againft the king, and expofed his honour and confcience to

the temptations of the fultan. Such were the guardians of the holy

city ; a leper, a child, a woman, a coward, and a traitor : yet its

fate was delayed twelve years by fome fupplies from Europe, by the

valour of the military orders, and by the diftant or domeftic avoca-

tions of their great enemy. At length, on every fide the finking

ilate was encircled and preifed by an hoftile line ; and the truce was

violated by the Franks, whofe exiftence it protected. A foldier of

fortune, Reginald of Chatillon, had feized a fortrefs on the edge of

the deiert, from whence he pillaged the caravans, infulted Mahomet,

and threatened the cities of Mecca and Medina. Saladin conde-

fcended to complain ; rejoiced in the denial of juftice ; and at the

head of fourfcore thoufand horfe and foot, invaded the Holy Land.

The choice of Tiberias for his firft fiege was fuggefted by the count

of Tripoli, to whom it belonged ; and the king of Jerufakm was

perfuaded to drain his garrifons, and to arm his people, for the relief

of that important place ". By the advice of the perfidious Ray-

" Templarii ut apes bombabant et Hofpi- hani de Expugnatione Kudfuica, p. i8. apud
talarii utventi iliidebant, et barones fe exitio Scluilten ); a fpecimen of Arabian eloquence,

ufFerebant, et Turcopuli (ihe Clirillian light fooiewhat different from tJie ftyle of Xe-
troops) femet ipfi in ignem injiciebant ((- nophon!

1

6

mond.
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mond, the Chriftlans were betrayed into a camp deftitutc of water

:

he fled on the firft onfet with the curfes of both nations °°
: Lufig-

nan was overthrown with the lofs of thirty thouilmd men ; and the

wood of the true crofs, a dire misfortune ! was left in the power of

the infidels. The royal captive was conducted to the tent of Saladin

;

and as he fainted with thirft and terror, the generous viitor prefented

him with a cup of iherbet cooled in fnow, without fufiering his com-

panion, Reginald of Chatillon, to partake of this pledge of hofpitaliiy

and pardon. " The perfon and dignity of a king," faid the fultan,

" are facred ; but this impious robber muft inftantly acknowledge

*' the prophet, whom he has blafphemed, or meet the death which

" he has fo often deferved." On the proud or confcientious refufal

of the Chriftian warrior, Saladin ftruck him on the head with his

fcymetar, and Reginald was difpatched by the guards '^'. The

trembling Lufignan was fent to Damafcus to an honourable prifon

and fpeedy ranfom ; but the vidory was ftained by the execution of

two hundred and thirty knights of the hofpital, the intrepid cham-

pions and martyrs of their faith. The kingdom was left without a

head ; and of the two grand mailers of the military orders, the one

was flain and the other was a prifoner. From all the cities, both

of the fea-coaft and the inland country, the garrifons had been drawn

away for this fatal field : Tyre and Tripoli alone could efcape the

rapid inroad of Saladin ; and three months after the battle of Tibe-

rias he appeared in arms before the gates of Jerufalem '"'.

'" The Latins affirm, the Arabians in- din, of never putting to death a prifoner

finuate, the trgafon of Raymond ; but had who liad tailed his bread and fait. Some
he really embraced their religion, he would of the companions of Arnold had beea
have been a faint and a hero in the eyes of flaughlered, and almoft facrificed, in a valley

the latter. of Mecca, ubi facrificia maflantur (Abulfeda^
^' Renaud, Reginald, or Afnold de Cha- p. 32.)•

tillon, is celebrated by the Latins in his life ''- Vertot, who well defcribes the lofs of
and death ; but the circumftances of the the kingdom and city (Hift. des Chevaliers

Jgtter are Diore diftinftly related by Bohadin de Malthe, torn. i. 1. ii. p. zzb-^2yS.), in-

and Abulfeda ; and Joinville (Hill•, de St. ferts two original epiftles of a knight tern-

Louis, p. 70.) alludes to the praftice of Sala- plar.

Vox. VI. Pie



98 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP. He might expefl:, that the fiege of a city, fo venerable on earth
LiX

and in heaven, fo iatereiling to Europe and Afia, would rekhidle

jiufilemf the laft fparks of enthufiafm ; and that, of fixty thoufand Chrlftians,,

0'>^'»"^''' every man would be a foldicr, and every foldier a candidate for

martyrdom. But queen Sybilla trembled for herfelf and her captive

huiband ; and the barons and knights, who had efcaped from the

fvvord and chains of the Turks, difplayed the fame fadious and

felfifh fpirit in the public ruin. The moil numerous portion of

the inhabitants was compoied of the Greek and Oriental Chriftians,

whom experience had taught to prefer the Mahometan before the

Latin yoke"; and the holy fepulchre attrafted a bafe and needy

crowd, without arms or courage, who fubfifted only on the charity

of the pilgrims. Some feeble and hafty efforts were made for the

defence of Jerufalem ; but in the fpace of fourteen days, a vidorious

army drove back the fallies of the befieged, planted their engines,,

opened the v/ail to the breadth of fifteen cubits, applied their fcaling-

ladders, and ere£led on the breach twelve banners of the prophet

and the fultan. It was in vain that a bare-foot proceffion of the

queen, the women, and the monks, implored the Son of God to fave

his tomb and his inheritance from impious violation. Their fole

hope was in the mercy of the conqueror, and to the firft fuppliant

deputation that mercy was ftcrnly denied. " He had fworn to

" avenge the patience and long-fuffering of the Moilems ; the hour

" of forgivenefs was elapfed, and the moment was now arrived to

" expiate in blood, the innocent blood, which had been fpilt by God-

*' frey and the firft crufaders." But a defperate and fuccefsful

ftruggle of the Franks admoniflied the fultan that his triumph was

not yet fecure ; he liftened with revei-ence to a folemn adjuration in

the name of the common father of mankind ; and a fentiment of

human fympathy mollified the rigour of fanaticifm and conqueft.

He confented to accept the city, and to fpare the inhabitants. The

*^ Renaudot, Hiil. Patriarch. Alex. p. 545,

Greek
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Greek and Oriental Chriftians were permitted to live under his do-

minion ; but it was ftipulaied, that in forty days all the Franks and

T^atins ihould evacuate Jeruialem, and be fafely conduded to the

lea-ports of Syria and Egypt ; that ten pieces of gold ihould be paid

for each man, live for each woman, and one for every child ; and

that thofe who were unable to purchafc their freedom ihould be de-

tained in perpetual flavery. Of fomc writers it is a favourite and

.invidious theme to compare the humanity of Saladin with the

maflacre of the firft; crufade. The difference would be merely per-

fonal ; but we fliould not forget that the Chriftians had offered to

capitulate, and that the Mahometans of Jerufaleni fuftained the Lift

.-extremities of an aftault and ftorm. Juftice is indeed due to the

fidelity with which the Turkifli conqueror fulfilled the conditions

of the treaty ; and he may be defervedly praifed for the glance of

pity which he caft on the mifery of the vanquiihed. Inftead of a

rigorous exatlion of his debt, he accepted a fum of thirty thoufand

byzants, for the ranfom of feven thoufand poor ; two or three thou-

fand more were difmiffed by his gratuitous clemency; and the number

of flaves was reduced to eleven or fourteen thoufand perfons. In his

interview with the queen, his words, and even his tears, fuggefted

the kindeft confolations ; his liberal alms were diftributed among

thofe who had been made orphans or widows by the fortune of war;

and while the knights of the hofpltal were in arms againft him, he

allowed their more pious brethren to continue, during the term of a

year, the care and fervice of the Tick. In thofe afts of mercy the

-virtue of Saladin deferves our admiration and love: he was above the

neceffity ofdiffimulation, and his ftern fanaticifm would have prompted

him to diffemble, rather than to affetit, this profane compaffion for the

enemies of the Koran. After Jerufalem had been delivered from the

prefence of the ftrangers, the fultan made his triumphant entry,

his banners waving in the wind and to the harmony of martial

mufic. The great mofch of Omar, which had been converted into

2 a church,

99
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c A p. a church, was again confecrated to one God and his prophet Ma-

'

'^—' hornet ; the walls and pavement were purified with rofe water ; and

a pulpit, the labour of Noureddin, was ereiled in the fandtuary.

But when the golden crofs that glittered on the dome was caft down,

and dragged through the ftreets, the Chriftians of every fe£l uttered

a lamentable groan, which was anfwered by the joyful iliouts of the

Moflems. In four ivory chefts the patriarch had colleded the crofles,

the images, the vafes, and the relics, of the holy place : they were

feized by the conqueror, who was defirous of prefenting the caliph

with the trophies of Chriilian idolatry. He was perfuaded however

to entruft them to the patriarch and prince of Antioch ; and the

pious pledge was redeemed by Richard of England, at the expence

of fifty-tvt^o thoufand byzants of gold **.

The third The nations might fear and hope the immediate and final expul-
cTuiade, by

^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Latins from Syria ; which v^as yet delayed above a cen-

A.D. iiSS.
^yj.y. ^£,.gj. j.}^£ death of Saladin"'. In the career of vidory, he was

firft checked by the refiftance of Tyre ; the troops and garrifons,

which had capitulated, were imprudently conduded to the fame

port : their numbers w^ere adequate to the defence of the place ; and

the arrival of Conrad of Montfeirat Infpired the diforderly crowd

with confidence and union. His father,, a venerable pilgrim, had

been made prifoner in the battle of Tiberias ; but that difafter was

unknown in Italy and Greece, when the fon was urged by ambi-

tion and piety to vifit the inheritance of his royal nephew, the in-

fant Baldwin. The view of the Turkiih banners warned him from

the hoftile coaft of Jaffa ; and Conrad was unanimoufly hailed as

the prince and champion of Tyre, which was already befieged by

the conqueror of Jerufalem. The firmnefs of his zeal, and perhaps

** For the conqueft ofJerufalem, Bohadin *' The iieges of Tyre and Acre are moft

(p. 67— 75.) and Abulfeda (p. 40—43.) copioufly defcribed by Bernard Thefaurarius

are our Mofiem witnefles. Of the Chriftian, (deAcquifitioneTerrx Sanflas, c. 167— 179•)»

Bernard Thefaurarius (c. 151— 167.) is the the author of the Hilforia Hierofolymitana

moil copious and authentic; fee likewife (p. 11 50— 1172. in Bongarfius), Abulfeda

Matthew Paris (p. 120— 124.). (•43—S°•)» an^i Bohadin (p. 75— 179.).

12 his
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his knowledge of a generous foe, enabled him to brave the threats C a

of the fultan, and to declare, that fliould his aged parent be ex- s_. -J—•,

poled before the walls, he himfelf would difcharge the Hrft arrow

and glory in his defcent from a Chriftian martyr ". The Egyptian

fleet was allowed to enter the harbour of Tyre ; but the chain was

fuddenly drawn, and five gallies were either funk, or taken : a thou-

fand Turks were flain in a fally ; and Saladin, after burning his en-

gines, concluded a glorious campaign by a difgraceful retreat to Da-

mafcus. He was foon aifailed by a more formidable tempeft. The

pathetic narratives, and even the pidlures, that reprefented in lively

colours the fervitude and profanation of Jerufalem, awakened the

torpid fenfibility of Europe : the emperor, Frederic Rarbaroila, and

the kings' of France and England, affumed the crofs ; and the

tardy magnitude of their armaments was anticipated by the maritime

ftates of the Mediterranean and the Ocean. The ikilful and provi-

dent Italians firfl: embarked in the ihips of Genoa, Pifa, and Venice.

They were Ipeedily followed by the moil eager pilgrims of France,

Normandy, and the Weftern IHes. The powerful fuccour of Flan-

ders, Frife, and Denmark, filled near an hundred veflels ; and the

northern warriors were diftinguifhed in the field by a lofty ftature

and a ponderous battle-axe ". Their encreafing multitudes could

no longer be confined within the walls of Tyre, or remain obedient

to the voice of Conrad. They pitied the misfortunes, and revered

the dignity, of Lufignan, who was releafed from prifon, perhaps, to

divide the army of the Franks. He propofed the recovery of Pto-

lemais, or Acre, thirty miles to the fouth of Tyre ; and the place

was firft inverted by two thoufand horfe and thirty thoufand foot

under his nominal command. I fliall not expatiate on the ftory of

** I have followed a moderate and pro- infularum quae inter occidentem et feptem-

bable reprefentation of the fail; by A'ertot, trionem fitx funt, genres benicofa;, corporis

who adopts without reluflance a romantic proceri, mortis intrepid», bipennibus armat^e,

tale, the old marquis is aftually e.xpofed to navibus rotundis (jtisc Yfnachiic dicuntur-ad-
the.darts of the befieged. veil*.

*' Northmanni et Gothi, et csteri populi

thia
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CHAP, tills memorable fiege ; which lafted near two years, and confumedj

< ; in a narrow fpace, the forces of Europe and Afia. Never did the

Acfe," flame of enthufiafm burn with fiercer and more deftrudive rage;

ii.D^iiSj,
^^^ could the true believers, a common appellation, who confecrated

. D. 1191, ti^oji- own martyrs, refufe fome applaufe to the miftaken zeal and
July. ' ^ '

courage of their adverfaries. At the found of the holy trumpet, the

Moflems of Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the Oriental provinces, af-

fembled under the fervant of the prophet" : his camp was pitched

and removed within a few miles of Acre; and he laboured, night

and day, for the relief of his brethren and the annoyance of the

Franks. Nine battles, not unworthy of the name, were fought in

the neighbourhood, of mount Carmel, with fuch viciilitude of for-

tune, that in one attack, the fultan forced his way into the city

;

that in one fally, the Chriftians penetrated to the royal tent. By the

means of divers and pigeons, a regular correfpondence was main-

tained with the befieged ; and, as often as the fea was left open, the

eshaufted garrlfon was withdrawn, and a frefh fupply was poured

into the place. The Latin camp was thinned by famine, the fword,

and the climate ; but the tents of the dead were repleniihed with

new pilgrims, who exaggerated the ilrength and fpeed of their ap-

proaching countrymen. The vulgar was aftoniihed by the report,

that the pope himfeli^ v/ith an innumerable crufade, was advanced

as far as Conftantlnople. The march of the emperor filled the Eaft

with more ferious alarms ; the obftacles which he encountered in

Afia, and perhaps in Greece, were raifed by the policy of Saladin

;

his joy on the death of Barbaroffa was meafured by his efteem ; and

the Chriftians were rather difmayed than encouraged at the fight of

the duke of Swabia and his way-worn remnant of five thoufand

.Germans. At length, in the Ipring of the fecond year, the royaj

'' The hiftorian of Jerufalem (p. i!o8.) and Gctiilians, fo that ACa and Africa fought

adds the nations of the Eaft from the Tigris againll Europe.

to India, and the fwafthy trijbes of Moors

fleets

10
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fleets of France and England call: anchor in the bay of Acre, and the ^ A V.

Lix.
fiege was more vigorouily profecuted by the youthful emulation of

the two kings, Philip Auguilus and Richard Plantagenet. After

every refource had been tried, and every hope was exhaufted, the

defenders of Acre fubmitted to their fate; a capitulation was granted,,

but their lives and liberties were taxed at the hard conditions of a

ranfom of two hundred thouland pieces of gold, the deliverance of

one hundred nobles and fifteen hundred inferior captives, and the

reftoratlon of the wood of the holy crofs. Some doubts in the agree-

ment, and fome delay in the execution, rekindled the fury of the

Franks, and three thoufand Moflems, almoft in the fultan's view,

were beheaded by the command of the fanguinary Richard ". By

the conqueft of Acre, the Latin powers acquired a ftrong town and

a convenient harbour ; but the advantage was raoft dearly purchafed.

The minifter and hiftorian of Saladin computes, from the report of

the enemy, that their numbers, at different periods, amounted to

five or fix hundred thoufand ; that more than one hundred thoufand

Chriftians were iiain ; that a far greater number was loft by difeafe

or ihipwreck ; and that a fmall portion of this mighty hoft could re-

turn in fafety to their native countries '°.

Philip Auguftus, and Richard the firft, are the only kings of Kic^.ar^l of
^ England, iu

France and England, who have fought under the fame banners ; but PaieiUne,

A. D
the holy fervice, in which they were enlifted^ was inceiTantly dlf- 1191*1192,

turbed by their national jealoufy ; and the two fadlions, which they

proteded in Paleftine, were more averfe to each other than to the

*' Bohadin, p. rgo.; and this maflacre is '" Bohadin, p. 14. He quotes the jodg-

neither denied nor bbmed by the Chrillian ment of Balianus, and the prince of Sidon,

hilloriars. Alacriter joffa ccmplentes (the and adds, ex iilo mundo quafi hominum
Englifti foldiers), fays Gilfrii^us a Vinefauf pauciiTimi reuierunt. Among the Chriftians

(1. iv. c. 4. p. 346.), who fixes at 2700 the who died before St. John d'Acre, I find the

number of viain>s ; who are multipliid to Englilh names of de Ferrers earl of Derby

5CO0 by Roger Hoveden (p. 697, 698.)• (Dugdale, Baronage, parti, p. 260.). Mcw-
The humanity or avarice of Philip Auguftus bray (idem, p. 124.), de Mandevil, de

was perfuaded to ranfom his prifoners (Jacob. Fiennes, St. John, Scrope, Pigot, Tal~

a Yitriaco, l.i. c. 98. p. 1122.). bot, &c.

commoa
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common enemy. In the eyes of the Orientals, the French monarch

was fuperior in dignity and power ; and in the emperor's abfence,

the Latins revered him as their temporal chief". His exploits were

not adequate to his fame. Philip was brave, but the ftatefman pre-

dominated in bis character ; he was foon weary of facrificing his

health and intereft on a barren coaft; the furrender of Acre became the

fignal of his departure ; nor could he juftify this unpopular defertion,

by leaving the duke of Burgundy, with five hundred knights and ten

thoufand foot, for the fervice of the Holy Land. The king of England,

though inferior in dignity, furpaffed his rival in wealth and military

renown '"^; and if heroifm be confined to brutal and ferocious valour,

Richard. Plantagenet will ftand high among the heroes of the age.

The memory of Cisur de Lion^ of the lion-hearted prince, was long

dear and glorious to his Engliili fubjeQs; and, at the diftance of

fixty years, it was celebrated in proverbial fayings by the grandfons

of the Turks and Saracens, againft whom he had fought : his tre-

mendous name was employed by the Syrian mothers to filence their

infants ; and if an horfe fuddenly ftarted from the way, his rider

was wont to exclaim, " Doft thou think king Richard is in that

" buih"?" His cruelty to the Mahometans was the efFeifl of temper

and zeal ; but I cannot believe that a foldier, fo free and fearlefs in

the ufe of his lance, would have defcended to whet a dagger againft

his valiant brother Conrad of Montferrat, who was flain at Tyre by

fome fecret airairuis'\ After the furrender of Acre, and the depar-

'' Magnus hie apud eos, interque reges ^^ Joinville, p. 17. Cuidc-s-tu que ce foit

eorum tumvirtute, turn majeftate eminens. ... le roi Richart?

fumraus rerum arbiter (Bohadin, p. 159.). '* Yet he was guilty in the opinion of the

He does not feem to have known the names Moilems, who atteft the confeflion of the

either of Philip or Richard. aiTafiins, that they were fent by the king of
'* Rex Anglia;, pr^llrenuus. . . .rege Gal- England (Bohadin, p. 225.) ; and his only de-

lorum minor apud eos cenfebatur ratione fence is an abfurd and palpable forgery (Hift.

regni atque dignitatis; fed turn divitiis flo- de I'Academie des Infcripiions, torn. xvi.

reniiors torn bellica vlrtute multoeratcelebrior p.l5S— 163•)' ^ pretended letter from the

(Bohadin, p. lOi.). A llranger might ad- prince of the aiTaiTins, the Shelch, or old man
mire thofe riches; the national hillorians will of the mountain, who juliified Richard, by

tell with what lawlefs and waileful oppref- afiuming to himfelf the guilt or merit of the

/ion they were collefted. murder.

ture
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ture of Philip, the king of England led the crufaders to the recovery ^ P.

cf the fea-coaft ; and the cities of CcEilirea and Jaffa were added to ' '

the fragments of the kingdom of Lufignan. A march of one hun-

dred miles from Acre to Afcalon, was a great and perpetual battle

of ele\'ea da)'^. In the difordcr of his troops, Saladin remained on

the field with fcventeen guards, without lowering his ftandard, or

fufpending the found of his brazen kettle-drum : he again rallied

and renewed the charge ; and his preachers or heralds called aloud

on Xhc unitarians^ manfully to iland up againft the Chriftian idola-
'^'^•'^ "^^

ters. But the progrefs of thefe idolaters was irrefiftible : and it was

only by demoliihing the walls and buildings of Afcalon, that the

fiiltan could prevent them from occupying an important fortrefs on

the confines of Egypt. During a fevere winter, the armies fiept;

but in the fpring, the Franks advanced within a day's march of Je-

rufalem, under the leading ftandard of the Englifli king ; and his

aitlve fpirit intercepted a convoy, or cara^1n, of feven thoufand camels,

Saladin" had fixed his ilation in the holy city; but the city was

ftruck with confternation and difcord : he fafted ; he prayed ; he

preached ; he offered to fliare the dangers of the fiege ; but his Ma-
malukes, who remembered the fate of their companions at Acre,

preffed the fultan with loyal or feditious clamours, to referve his

perfon and their courage for the future defence of the religion and

empire '^ The Moflems were delivered by the fudden, or, as they

deemed, the miraculous, retreat of the Chriftians " ; and the laurels

of Richard were blafted by the prudence, or envy, of his compa-

" See the dillrefs and pious iirmnefs of a corner of the political curtain.

Saladin, as they are defcribed by Bohadin " Bohadin (p. 237.) and even Jeffiey de

(P• 7— 9- ^35— 237.), who himfelf ha- Vinifauf (l.vi. c. i — 8. p.403—409.) afcribe

rangued the defenders of Jerufalem ; their the retreat to Richard himfelf; and Jacobus
fears were not unknown to the enemy (Jacob, a Vitriaco obferves, that in his impatience to

a Vitriaco, 1. 1. c. 100. p. 1123. Vinifauf, depart,inalterum virum mutatus ellfp.i 12;.).

1. V. c. 50. p. 399.). Yet Joinville, a French knight, accufes "the

'^ Yet unlefs the fultan, or an Ayoubite envy of Hugh duke of Burgundy (p. 116.),

prince, remained in Jerufalem, nee Curdi, without fuppofing, like Matthe^v Paris, that

Turcis, nee Turci eifent obtempcraturi Cur- he was bribed by Saladin.

dis (Bohadin, p. 236.)- He draws afide

Vol. VI. tiions.
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nlons. The hero, afcending an hill, and veiling his face, exclaimed

with an indignant voice, " Thofe who are unwilling to refcue, are

" unworthy to view, the fepulchre of Chrift !" After his return to

Acre, on the news that Jaffa was furprifed by the fultan, he failed

with fome merchant veifels, and leaped foremoft on the beach ; the

caftle was relieved by his prefence ; and fixty thoufand Turks and

Saracens fled before his arms. The difcovery of his weaknefs pro-

voked them to return in the morning ; and they found him care-

lefsly encamped before the gates with only feventeen knights and

three hundred archers. Without counting their numbers, he fuf-

tained their charge ; and we learn from the evidence of his enemies,

that the king of England, grafping his lance, rode furioufly along

their front, from the right to the left wing, without meeting an ad-

verfary who dared to encounter his career ''. Am I writing the

hiftory of Orlando or Amadis ?

His treaty During thefe hoftilities, a languid and tedious negociation '' be-
an^ epart-

ty^^gg^ ([^q Franks and Moflems, was ftarted, and continued, and

A. D. 1 192, broken, and again refumed, and again broken. Some ads of royal

courtefy, the gift of fnow and fruit, the exchange of Norway hawks

and Arabian horfes, foftened the afperity of religious war : from the

viciflitude of fuccefs, the monarchs might learn to fufpecil: that

Heaven was neuter in the quarrel ; nor, after the trial of each other,

could either hope for a decifive vidtory *°. The health both of

Richard and Saladin appeared to be in a declining ftate ; and they

" The expeditions to Afcalon, Jerufalem, dared his intention of returning with new
and Jaffa, are related by Bohadin (p. 184— armies to the conqueft of the Holy Lsnd ;

249.) and Abulfeda (p. 51, 52.). The and Saladin anfwered the menace with a civil

authorof the Itinerary, or the monk of St. Al- compliment (Vinifauf, 1. vi. C.23.P.423.).
ban's, cannot exaggerate the Cadhi's account *° The molt copious and original account
of the prowefs of Richard (Vinifauf, l.vi. of this holy war, is Galfridi a Vinifauf Iti-

c. l+— 24. p. 412—421. Hilt. Major, p. 137 nerarium Regis Anglorum Richardi et alio-

— 143.); and on the whole of this war, there rum in Terram Hierofolymorum, in fix books^
is a marvellous agreement between the Chrif- publiihed in the ii'' volume of Gale's Scrip-
tian and Mahometan writers, who miJtuaUy toresHifl. Anglicana: (p. 247—429.). Roger
praife the virtues of their enemies. Hoveden and Matthew Paris afford likewife

" See the progrefs of negociation and many valuable materials; and the former
hoftility in Bohadin (p. 207— 260.), whowas defcribes, with accuracy, the difcipline and
himfelf an ailor in the treaty. Richard de- navigation of the Englilh fleet.

refpedively
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refpedllvely fufiered the evils of diftant and domeftic warfare : Plan- CHAP.
tagenet was impatient to punifii a perfidious rival who had invaded «——— '

Normandy in his abfence ; and the indefatigable fultan was fubdued

by the cries of the people, who was the vidim, and of the foldlers,

who were the inftruments, of his martial zeal. The firft demands

of the king of England were the reftitution of Jerufalem, Paleiline,

and the true crofs ; and he firmly declared, that himfelf and his

brother pilgrims would end their lives in the pious labour, rather

than return to Europe with ignominy and remorfe. But the con-

fcience of Saladin refufed, without fome weighty compenfation, to

reftore the idols, or promote the idolatry, of the Chriftians ; he af-

ferted, with equal firmnefs, his religious and civil claim to the fo-

vereignty of Paleiline ; defcanted on the importance and fandtity

of Jerufalem ; and rejefted all terms of the eilabliihment, or par-

tition, of the Latins. The marriage which Richard propofed, of

his fifter with the fultan's brother, was defeated by the difference of

faith : the princefs abhorred the embraces of a Turk ; and Adel, or

Saphadin, would not eafily renounce a plurality of wives. A per-

fonal interview was declined by Saladin, who alleged their mutual

jgnorance of each other's language ; and the negociation was ma-

naged with much art and delay by their interpreters and envoys.

The final agreement was equally difapproved by the zealots of both

parties, by the Roman pontiff and the caliph of Bagdad. It was

ftipulated that Jerufalem and the holy iepulchre ihould be open,

without tribute or vexation, to the pilgrimage of the Latin Chrif-

tians ; that, after the demolition of Afcalon, they ihould inclufively

pofTefs the fea-coail from Jaffa to Tyre ; that the count of Tripoli

and the prince of Antioch ihould be comprifed in the truce ; and

that, during three years and three months, all hoililities ihould ceafe.

The principal chiefs of the two armies fwore to the obfervance of

the treaty ; but the monarchs were fatisfied with giving their word

and their right-hand ; and the royal majeily was excufcd from an

oath, which always implies fome fufpicion of falfehood and difho-

P 2 nour.
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March 4.

iiour. Richard embarked for Europe to feek a long captivity and

a premature grave ; and the fpace of a few months conckided the

Death of Sa- Hfe and glories of Saladin. The Orientals defcribe his edifying
ladin,

_

y

A. D. 1193, death, which happened at Damafcus ; but they feem ignorant of the

jcqual diftrlbution of his alms among the three religions ^', or of the

difplay of a fliroud, inftead of a ftandard, to adraoniih the Eaft of

the inftability of human greatnefs. The unity of empire was dif-

folved by his death ; his fons were oppreiTed by the ftronger arm of

their uncle Saphadin ; the hoftile interefts of the fultans of Egypt,

Damafcus, and Aleppo ", were again revived ; and the Franks or

Latins ftood, and breathed, and hoped, in their fortreffes along the

Syrian coafi:.

The nobleft monument of a conqueror's fame, and of the terror

which he infpired, is the Saladine tenth, a general tax, v/hich was

impofed on the laity, and even the clergy, of the Latin church for

the fervice of the holy war. The praftice was too lucrative to ex-

pire with the occafion ; and this tribute became the foundation of

all the tithes and tenths on ecclefiaftical benefices, which have been

granted by the Roman pontiffs to Catholic fovereigns, or referved

for the immediate ufe of the apoftolic fee ^\ This pecuniary emo-

lument muil have tended to encreafe the intereft of the popes in the

recovery of Paleftine ; after the death of Saladin they preached the

crufade, by their epiftles, their legates, and their miffionaries ; and

the accomplifhment of the pious work might have been expeded

from the zeal and talents of Innocent the third \ Under that

Innocent III.

A.D.
1108— 1216.

" Even Vertot (torn. i. p. 251.) adopts

the fooliih notion of the indifference of Sa-

ladin, who profeifed the Koran with his laft

breath.

'* See the fuccefilon of the Ayoubites, in

Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 277, &c.), and
the tables of M. de Guignes, I'Art de Verifier

Jes Dates, and the Bibliotheque Orientale.

*^Thomaffin(DifciplinederEglife, tom.iii.

p. 311— 374-•) has copiouily treated of the

origin, abiifes, and reflriftions of ihefe unih.

A theory was ftarted, but not purfued, that

they were rightfully due to the pope, a tenth

of the Levites' tenth to the high pried (Sel-

den on Tithes; fee his Works, vol. iii. p. ii.

p. 10S3.).

'"' SeetheGeftalnnocentiilll. in Muratori,

Script. Rer.ItaJ. (torn. iii, p.i. p. 486—568.},

9 young
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young and ambitious pricfl:, the lucceiTors of St. Peter attained the CHAP.
full meriiiian of their greatnefs ; and in a reign of eighteen years, .

'

"

lie exercifed a defpotic command over the emperors and kings

whom he railed and depofed ; over the nations, whom an interdidt

of months or years deprived, for the offence of their rulers, of the

exercife of Chriftian worfhip. In the council of the Lateran he

adled as the ecclefiaftical, almoft as the temporal, fovereign of the

Eail and Weft. It was at the feet of his legate that John of England

furrendered his crown ; and Innocent may boaft of the two moft

fignal triumphs over fenie and humanity, the eftabliihment of tran-

fubftantiation, and the origin of the inquifition. At his voice, two

crufades, the fourth and the fifth, were undertaken ; but, except a

king of Hungary, the princes of the fecond order were at the head

of the pilgrims; the forces were inadequate to the defign ; nor did

the cffe£ts correfpond with the hopes and wifhes of the pope and

the people. The fourth crufade was diverted from Syria to Con- The founh-

ftantinople 5 and the conqueft of the Greek or Roman empire by .. ^.
the Latins will form the proper and important fubjedl of the next

chapter. In the fifth ^', two hundred thoufand Franks were landed The fifth,
^

.

~

A.D. j2iS.

at the eaftern mouth of the Nile. They reafonably hoped that Pa-

kftine muft be fubdued in Egypt, the feat and ftorehoufe of the

fultan ; and, after a fiege of fixteen months, the Moilems deplored

the lofs of Damietta. But the Chriftian array was ruined by the

pride and infolence of the legate Pelagius, who, in the pope's name,

affumed the charader of general : the fickly Franks were encompafted

by the waters of the Nile and the Oriental forces ; and it was by the

evacuation of Damietta that they obtained a fafe retreat, fome con-

ceffions for the pilgrims, and the tardy reftitution of the doubtful

'' See the \'^ crufade, and the fiege of Fidel. Cruel;, I. iii. p. xi. €.4—9.), a dili-

Dainietta,in jacobus a Vitriaco (l.ili. p. 1 125 gent compiler ; and of the Arabians, Abul-

— 1 149. in the Gefta Dei of Bongarfius), an pharagius (Dynall. p. 294.), and the Ex-

eye-witnefs, Bernard Thefaurarius (in Script, trails at the end of Joinville (p. 533• 537•

Muratori, torn. vii. p. 825— 846. c. 190

—

540. 547, Ic).
207.), a contemporary, and Sanutus (Secreta

relic



no THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, relic of the tine crofs. The failure may in fome meafure be afciibed

^_»v~>»' to the abufe and muUipHcation of the crufades, which were preached

at the fame time againft the Pagans of Livonia, the Moors of Spain,

the Albigeois of France, and the kings of Sicily, of the Imperial

family °*. In thefe meritorious fervices, the volunteers might acquire

at home the fame fpiritual indulgence, and a larger meafure of tem-

poral rewards ; and even the popes, in their zeal againfc a domeilic

«nemy, were fometimes tempted to forget the diftrefs of their Syrian

brethren. From the laft age of the crufades they derived the oc-

cafional command of an army and revenue ; and fome deep rea-

foners have fufpe£ted that the whole enterprife, from the firft fynod of

Placentia, was contrived and executed by the policy of Rome. The

fufpicion is not founded, either in nature or in fadl. The fucceflbrs

of St. Peter appear to have followed, rather than guided, the impulfe

of manners and prejudice ; without much forefight of the feafons, or

cultivation of the foil, they gathered the ripe and fpontaneous fruits

of the fuperftition of the times. They gathered thefe fruits without

toil or perfonal danger : in the council of the Lateran, Innocent the

third declared an ambiguous refolution of animating the crufaders by

his example ; but the pilot of the facred veifel could not abandon

the helm 4 nor was Paleftine ever bleifed with the prefence of

a Roman pontiff.

The emperor The perfons, the families, and eftates of the pilgrims, were under

fn^PaTeftine, ^^^ immediate prote£lion of the popes ; and thefe fpiritual patrons

A. D. 1228. foon claimed the prerogative of direding their operations, and en-

forcing, by commands and cenfures, the accompliihment of their

vow. Frederic the fecond", the grandfon of Barbaroifa, was fuc-

ceflively

^ To thofe Who took the crofs againll for the reafon of the xiii'•' century.

Mainfroy, the pope (A.D. 1255) granted ^' This fimpte idea is agreeable to the

pleniffimam peccatorum remiffionem. Pi- good fenfe of Molheim (Inilitut. Hift. Ecclef.

deles mirabantur quod tantum eis promit- p. 332.) and the fine philofophy of Hume
teret pro fanguine Chrillianorum effundendo (Hill, of England, vol. i. p. 330.).

quantum pro cruore infidelium aliquando '' The original materials for the crufade

(Matihew Paris, p. 785.). A high flight of Frederic II. may be drawn from Richard
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cefllvely the pupil, the enemy, and the vidim, of the church. At ^ ^^ ^ P.

the age of twenty-one years, and in ohedience to his guardian In- . /

nocent the third, he aiTumed the crofs ; the fame promife was re-

peated at his royal and imperial coronations ; and his marriage \v\u\

the heirefs of Jerufalcm for ever bound him to defend the kingdom

of his fon Conrad. But as Frederic advanced in age and authority,

he repented of the raih engagements of his youth : his liberal fenfe

and knowledge taught him to defpife the phantoms of fuperftition

and the crowns of Afia : he no longer entertained the fame reve-

rence for the fucceflbrs of Innocent ; and his ambition was occupied

by the reiloration of the Italian monarchy from Sicily to the Alps.

But the fuccefs of this projed: would have reduced the popes to

their primitive fimplicity ; and, after the delays and excufes of

twelve years, they urged the emperor, with intreaties and threats,

to fix the time and place of his departure for Paleftine. In the har-

bours of Sicily and Apulia, he prepared a fleet of one hundred gal-

lies, and of one hundred veiTels, that were framed to tranfport and

land two thoufand five hundred knights, with their horfes and at-

tendants ; his vaffals of Naples and Germany formed a powerful

army ; and the number of Engliih crufaders was magnified to fixty

thoufand by the report of fame. But the inevitable, or affcded,

flownefs of thefe mighty preparations, confiimed the ftrength and

provifions of the more indigent pilgrims : the multitude was thinned

by ficknefs and defertion, and the fultry fummer of Calabria antici-

pated the mifchiefs of a Syrian campaign. At length the emperor

hoifted fan at Brundufium, with a fleet and army of forty thoufand

men ; but he kept the fea no more than three days ; and his hafty

retreat, which was afcribed by his friends to a grievous indifpofition,

was acGufed by his enemies as a voluntary and obilinate difobedi-

«ie St. Germane (in Muratori, Script. Rerum Ecclef. torn, xvi.), Verrot (Chevaliers de

Ital. torn. vii. p. 1002— 1013.) and Mat- Malthe, torn. i. ). iii.), Giannone (Irtoria

thew Paris (p. 2S6. 291. 300. 302. 304.). Civile di Napoli, torn. ii. 1. xvi.), and Mu-
Themoft rational moderns are, Fleury (HilK ratori (^Annali d'ltalia, torn. x.).

1 encev
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LIX.
HAP. ence. For fufpending his vow, was Frederic excommunicated by

Gregory the ninth ; for prefuming, the next year, to accompUfh

his vow, he was again excommunicated by the fame pope "'. While

he fervcd under the banner of the crofs, a crufade was preached

againft him in Italy ; and after his return he was compelled to aik

pardon for the injuries which he had fuffered. The clergy and

military orders of Paleftine were previoufly inftruded to renounce

his communion and difpute his commands ; and in his own king-

dom, the emperor v>'as forced to confent that the orders of the camp

ihould be iiTued in the name of God and of the Chriftian republic.

Frederic entered Jerufalem in triumph ; and with his own hands

(for no prieft would perform the office) he took the crown from the

altar of the holy fepulchre. But the patriarch caft an interdiil on

the church which his prefence had profaned ; and the knights of the

hofpital and temple informed the fultan how eafily he might be fur-

prifed and flain in his unguarded vifit to the river Jordan. In fuch

a ftate of fanaticifm and faiillon, vidlory was hopelefs and defence

was difficult; but the conclufion of an advantageous peace may be im-

puted to the difcord of the Mahometans and their perfonal efteem

for the character of Frederic. The enemy of the church is ac-

cufed of maintaining with the mifcreants an intercourfe of hof-

pitality and friendihip, unworthy of a Chriftian ; of defpifmg the

barrennefs of the land ; and of indulging a profane thought, that if

Jehovah had ken the kingdom of Naples, he never would have fe-

leded Paleftine for the inheritance of his chofen people. Yet Frederic

obtained from the fultan the reftitution of Jerufalem, of Bethlem

and Nazareth, of Tyre and Sidon : the Latins were allowed to in-

habit and fortify the city ; an equal code of civil and religious free-

dom was ratified for the fedaries of Jefus and thofe of Mahomet

;

and, while the former worlhipped at the holy fepulchre, the latter

^' Poor Muratori knows what to think, but knows not what to fay, " Chino qui
'' il capo," &c. p. 322.

might
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might pray and preach in the mofch of tTie temple''', from

whence the prophet undertook his nodlurnal journey to heaven.

The ' clergy deplored this fcandalous toleration ; and the weaker

Moflems were gradually expelled ; but every rational obje£l of the

crufades was accompliflied without bloodfhed ; the churches were

reftored, the monafteries were repleniflied ; and, in the fpace of

fifteen years, the Latins of Jerufalem exceeded the number of fix

thoufand. This peace and profperity, for which they were ungrate-

ful to their benefactor, was terminated by the irruption of the

ftrange and favage hords of Carizmians". Flying from the arms of Invafion of

the Moguls, thofe ihepherds of the Caipian rolled headlong on Syria ; mians,

and the union of the Franks with the fultans of Aleppo, Hems, ' '
'^"'^'

and Damafcus, was infufficient to ftem the violence of the torrent.

Whatever flood againft them, was cut off by the fword, or dragged

into captivity ; the military orders were almoft exterminated in a

fingle battle ; and in the pillage of the city, in the profanation of

the holy fepulchre, the Latins confefs and regret the modefty and

difcipline of the Turks and Saracens.

Of the feven crufades, the two laft were undertaken by Louis the St. Louis,

•L 1 • C r• 1 1 1 • . T-.
*"<^ the fix th

nmth, kmg ot France ; who loft his liberty in Egypt, and his life on crufade.

the coaft of Africa. Twenty-eight years after his death, he was ca- 12+8— 1254.

nonized at Rome ; and fixty-five miracles were readily found, and

folemnly attefted, to juftify the claim of the royal faint °\ The

voice of hiftory renders a more honourable teftimony, that he united

the virtues of a king, an hero, and a man ; that his martial fpirit

was tempered by the love of private and public juftice ; and that

Louis was the father of his people, the friend of his neighbours, and

9" The clergy artfully confounded the (p. 546, 547,), and by Joinville, Nangis,
mofch or church of the temple with the and the Arabians (p. in, 112, igi, 192.
holy fepulchre, and their wilful error has 528. 530.).
deceived both Vertot and Muraiori. 9» Rend, if you can, the life and miracles

9' The irruption of the Carizmians, or of St. Louis, by the confeifor of queen Mar-
Corafmins, is related by Matthew Paris garet (p. 291—523, Joinville^ du Louvre).

Vol. VI. q^ the
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CHAP, the terror of the infidels. Superillrion alone, in all the extent of

\ —^
'. J her baleful infiuence '^, co) rupted his underftanding and his heart;

his devotion ftooped to admire and imitate the begging friars of

Francis and Dominic ; he purfued with blind and cruel zeal the

enemies of the faith ; and the beft of kings twice defcended from

his throne to feek the adventures of a fpiritual knight-errant. A
monkifh hiftorian would have been content to applaud the moft

defpicable part of his charader; but the noble and gallant Joinville'*,

who ihared the friendihip and captivity of Louis, has traced with

the pencil of nature the free portrait of his virtues as well as of his

failings. From this intimate knowledge, we may learn to fufpe£l

the political views of depreffing their great vaiTals, which are fa

often imputed to the royal authors of the crufades. Above all the

princes of the middle ages, Louis the ninth fuccefsfully laboured to

reftore the prerogatives of the crown ; but it was at home, and not

in the Eaft, that he acquired for himfelf and his pofterity ; his vow

was the refult of enthufiafm and ficknefs ; and if he were the pro-

moter, he was likewife the victim, of this holy madnefs. For the

invafion of Egypt, France was exhauiled of her troops and trea-

fures ; he covered the fea of Cyprus with eighteen hundred fails; the

moft modeft enumeration amounts to fifty thoufend men ; and, if we

might truft his own confeflion, as it is reported by Oriental vanity,

he difembarked nine thoufand five hundred horfe, and one hundred

and thirty thoufand foot, who performed their pilgrimage under the

iliadow of his power ^\

«' He believed all that mother church tions of Dacange ; the other (Paris au Loii-

taught (Joinville, p. lo.)> but he cautioned vre, 1761) moll precious for the pure and

Joinville againft difputing with infidelf. authentic text, a MS. of which has been re.

" L'omme lay (faid he in his old language) cently difcovered. The lail editor prove•;,

" quand il ct medirede la loy Creilienne, ne that the hiilory of St.Louis was finiihed A.D.
" doit pas deffendre la loy Creilienne ne mais 1309, without explaining, or even admiring,

" que de I'efpee, dequoi il doit donner parmi the age of the author, which mullh<nveex-
" le ventre dedens, tant comme elle y peut ceeded ninety years (Preface, p. xi. Obferva-
" entrer" (p. 12.). tions de Ducange, p. 17.).

*+ I have editions of Joinville, the one ** Joinville, p. 32. Arabic Extrails, p. 549.

(Paris, 166S) moil valuable for the obferva-

In
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In complete armour, the oriflamme waving before him, Louis

leaped foremoft on the beach ; and the ftrong city of Damietta

which had coil his predeceflbrs a fiege of fixteen months, was aban- Damietta,

doned on the firft aflault by the trembling Moflems. But Damietta
^'^' '^'^^*

was the firfi: and the laft of his conquefts ; and in the fifth and fixth

crufades, the fame caufes, ahnoft on the fame ground, were pro-

dudive of fimilar calamities '*. After a ruinous delay, which intro-

duced into the camp the feeds of an epidemical difeafe, the Franks

advanced from the fea-coaft towards the capital of Egypt, and

ftrove to furmount the unfeafonable inundation of the Nile, which

oppofed their progrefs. Under the eye of their intrepid monarch,

the barons and knights of France difplayed their invincible contempt

of danger and difcipline : his brother, the count of Artois, ftormed

with inconfiderate valour the town of MaiToura; and the carrier

pigeons announced to the inhabitants of Cairo, that all was loft.

But a foldier, who afterwards ufurped the fceptre, rallied the flying-

troops : the main body of the Chriftians was far behind their van-

guard ; and Artois was overpowered and flain. A ihower of Greek

fire was inceflantly poured on the invaders ; the Nile was com-

manded by the Egyptian gallies, the open country by the Arabs

;

all provifions were intercepted ; each day aggravated the fickneis

and famine ; and about the fame time a retreat v/as found to be ne-

ceflary and impracticable. The Oriental writers confefs, that Louis

might have efcaped, if he would ha\'e deferted his fubjeds : he was

made prifoner, with the greatefl: part of his nobles ; all who could

not redeem their lives by fervice or ranfom, were inhumanly maf-

facred ; and the walls of Cairo were decorated with a circle of

Chriftian heads". The king of France was loaded with chains; h;s_ captivity

but
5' The lad editors have enriched their name of ReJc/mns. Matthew Paris (p. 6S3,

Joinville with large and curious extrafts from 684.) has defcribed the rival folly of the
the Arabic hillorians, Macrizi, Abulfeda, French and Englilh who fought and fell at
&c. See iikewife Abulpharagius (Dynaft. Maflbura.

p. 322-325.), who calls him by the corrupt s' Savary, in his agreeable Lettres fur

Q.Z I'Egypte,

in Egypt,
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CHAP, but the generous vidor, a great grandfon of the brother of Saladlriy

* -^ , fent a robe of honour to his royal captiA-e ; and his dehverance, with
I 9 r )

April 5— ' that of his foldiers, was obtained by the reftitution of Damietta "

"^ and the payment of four hundred thoufand pieces of gold. In a

foft and luxurious climate, the degenerate children of the companions

of Noureddin and Saladin were incapable of refifting the flower of

European chivalry : they triumphed by the arms of their flaves or

Mamalukes, the hardy natives of Tartary, who at a tender age had

been purchafed of the Syrian merchants, and were educated in the

camp and palace of the fultan. But Egypt foon afforded a new ex-

ample of the danger of praetorian bands ; and the rage of thefe fe-

rocious animals, who had been let loofe on the ftrangers, was pro-

voked to devour their benefadlor. In the pride of conqueft, Touran

Shaw, the laft of his race, was murdered by his Mamalukes ; and the

moft daring of the aiTaflins entered the chamber of the captive king,

with drawn fcymetars, and their hands imbrued in the blood of their

fultan. The firmnefs of Louis commanded their refpe£l''; their

avarice prevailed over cruelty and zeal ; the treaty was accompliihed ;

and the king of France, with the relics of his army, was permitted

to embark for Paleftine. He wailed four years within the walls of

Acre, unable to vifit Jerufalem, and unwilling to return without

glory to his native country.

The memory of his defeat excited Louis, after fixteen years of

wifdom and repofe, to undertake the feventh and laft of the crufades.

I'Egypte, has given a defcription of Damietta '' The idea of the emirs to chufe Louis

(torn. i. lettre xxiii. p. 274—290.), and a for their fultan, is feriouily attefted by Join-

narrative of the expedition of St. Louis (xxv. ville (p.77, 78.), and does not appear to me
p. 306— 350.). fo abfurd as to IVL de Voltaire (Hift. Gene-

''' For the ranfom of St. Louis, a million rale, tom. ii. p. 386, 387.). The Mama-
of byzants was aiked and granted ; but lukes themfelves were flrangers, rebel?,

the fultan's genercfity reduced that fum to and equals; they had felt his valour, they

800,000 byzantJ, which are valued by Join- hoped his converfion ; and fuch a motion,

ville at 400,000 French livres of his own which was not feconded, might be made,
time, and exprefled by Matthew Paris by perhaps by a fecret Chriftian, in their tumult-

100,000 marks of filver (Ducange, Difierta- uous alTembly.

tion XX. far Joinville).

6 His
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His finances were reflored, his kingdom was enlarged ; a new gene- CHAP.
ration of warriors had arilen, and he embarked with freih confidence.

at the head of fix thoufand horfe and thirty thoufand foot. The lofs

of Antioch had provoked the enterprife : a wild hope of baptifing the

king of Tunis, tempted him to fteer for the African coaft ; and the

report of an immenfe treafure reconciled his troops to the delay of

their voyage to the Holy Land. Inftead of a profelyte, he found a His death be-

fiege; the French panted and died on the burning fands; St. Louis in^hefeventh

expired in his tent ; and no fooner had he clofed his eyes, than his ""i^'^^•^ •' ' A.D. 1270,

fon and fucceffor gave the fignal of the retreat '°°. " It is thus," Augull 25.

fays a lively writer, " that a Chriftian king died near the ruins of

" Carthage, waging war againft the feftaries of Mahomet, in a land

" to which Dido had introduced the deities of Syria'"'."

A more unjuft and abfurd conftitution cannot be devifed, than TheMama-

that which condems the natives of a country to perpetual fervitude, £„"°

under the arbitrary dominion of ftrangers and ilaves. Yet fuch has ^•^•
1250—1517.

been the ftate of Egypt above five hundred years. The moil illul-

trious fijltans of the Baharite and Borgite dynafi:ies'", were them-

felves promoted from the Tartar and Circaflian bands; and the four-

and-twenty beys or military chiefs, have ever been fucceeded, not:

by their fons, but by their fervants. They produce the great char-

ter of their liberties, the treaty of Selim the firft with the republic'"^;,

and the Othman emperor ftill accepts from Egypt a flight ackncw-

'°° See the expedition in the Annals of the xv''' century, by the fame M.de Guignes

St. Louis, by William de Nangis, p. 270— (torn. iv. p. no— 328.).

287. and the Arabic Extradls, p. 545- 555•
'°' Savary, Lettres fur I'Egypte, torn. ii.

of the Louvre edition of Joinville. lettrexv. p. 1S9— 2c8. I much queftion the

"" Voltaire, Hift. Generale, torn. ii. authenticity of this copy ; yet it is true, that

p. 391. fultan Selim concluded a treaty with the
'"* The chronology of the two dynafties Circaflians or Mamalukes of Egypt, and

of Mamalukes, the Baharites, Turks or left them in pofleflion of arms, riches, and
Tartars of Kipzak, and the Borgites, Cir- power. See a new Abrege de I'Hiiloire Ot-
caffians, is given by Pocock (Prolegcm. ad tomane, compofed in Egypt, and' tranflated

Abulpharag. p. 6— 31.) and de Guignes by M. Digeon (torn. i. p. 55—58. Paris,

(torn. i. p. 264— 270.) ; their hiilory from 1781), a curious, authentic, and national

Abulfeda, fvlacrizi, &.c. co the beginning of hiftory.

ledjriTienii
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CHAP, iedgment of tribute and fubjedlon. With fome breathing intervals

« ir-^ of peace and order, the two dynafties are marked as a period of

rapine and bloodihed '°*
: but their throne, however ihaken, repofed

on the two pillars of difcipline and valour ; their fway extended

over Egypt, Nubia, Arabia, and Syria ; their Mamalukes were mul-

tiplied from eight hundred to twenty-five thoufand horfe ; and their

numbers were encreafed by a provincial militia of one hundred and

feven thoufand foot, and the occafional aid of fixty-fix thoufand

Arabs '°\ Princes of fuch power and fpirit could not long endure on

their coaft an hoftile and independent nation ; and if the ruin of

the Franks was poftponcd about forty years, they were indebted to

the cares of an unfettled reign, to the invafion of the Mogols, and

to the occafional aid of fome warlike pilgrims. Among thefe, the

Engliih reader will obferve the name of our firft Edward, who

aifumed the crofs in the lifetime of his father Henry. At the head

of a thoufand foldiers, the future conqueror of Wales and Scotland

delivered Acre from a fiege; marched as fiir as Nazareth with an

army of nine thoufand men ; emulated the fame of his uncle Richard

;

extorted, by his valour, a ten years truce ; and efcaped, with a dan-

dodi°'^^""
gerous wound, from the dagger of a fanatic ^7^/^//°^ Antioch'°',

A. D. 1268, vvhofe fituation had been lefs expofed to the calamities of the holy
June 12. _

war, was finally occupied and ruined by Bondocdar, or Bibars, lultan of

Egypt and Syria ; the Latin principality was extinguiihed ; and the

firft feat of the Chriftian name was difpeopled by the flaughter of

'"+ Si totutn quo regnutn occuparunt tern- '"^ See Carte's Hiilory of England, vol. ii.

pus refpicias, prefertim quod fini propius, p. 165— 175. and his original authors, Thomas

reperlcs lUud bellis, pugnif,injuriis,ac rapinis Wikes and Walter Hemingford (!. iii. c. 34,

lefertum (1 Jannabi, apud Pococlt, p. 31.)• 35•)» '" Gale's Colleftion (torn. ii. p. 97.

The reign of Mohammed (A. D. 1311

—

589—592). They are both ignorant of

1341) affordsl an happy exception (de the princefs Eleanor's piety in fucking the

Guignes, torn. iv. p. 208— 210.). poifoned wound, and faving her huiband at

•''5 They are now reduced to 8500: but the riik of her own life.

the expence of each Mamaluke may be "^' Sanutus, Secret. Fidelium Crucis, 1. iii,

lated at 100 louis; and Egypt groans under p. xii. c. 9. and de Guignes, Hill, des Huns,

the avarice and infolence of thefe ftrangers tom. iv. p. 143. from the Arabic hillorians.

(Voyages deVolney, tom.i. p. 89— 187.).

1

1

feventeen,
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feventeen, and the captivity of one hundred, thoufand of her inha- CHAP,
bitants. The maritime towns of Laodicea, Gabala, Tripoli, Bery- '

tus, Sidon, Tyre, and Jaffa, and the ilronger caftles of the Hofpi-

talers and Templars, fucceifively fell ; and the whole exiftence of

the Franks was confined to the city and colony of St, John of Acre

which is fometimes defcribed by the more claffic title of Ptolemais,

After the lofs of Jerufalem, Acre '"'', which is diftant about feventy

miles, became the metropolis of the Latin Chriftians, and was

adorned with ftrong and ftately buildings, with aqueduvils, an ar-

tificial port, and a double wall. The population was encreafed by

the inceiTant ftreams of pilgrims and fugitives : in the paufes of

hoftility, the trade of the Eaft and Weil was attracted to this con-

venient ftation ; and the market could offer the produce of every

clime and the interpreters of every tongue. But in this confiux of

nations, every vice was propagated and pradtlfed : of all the dif-

ciples of Jefus and Mahomet, the male and female inhabitants of

Acre were efteemed the moil corrupt ; nor could the abufe of reli-

gion be corrected by the difcipline of law. The city had many
fovereigns, and no government. The kings of Jerufalem and Cy-

prus, of the houfe of Lufignan, the princes of Antioch, the counts

of Tripoli and Sidon, the great mailers of the hofpital, the temple,

and the Teutonic order, the republics of Venice, Genoa, and Pifa,

the pope's legate, the kings of France and England, alfumed an in-

dependent command : feventeen tribunals exercifed the power of life

and death; every criminal was proteiled in the adjacent quarter;,

and the perpetual jealoufy of the nations often buril forth in a£ls of

violence and blood. Some adventurers, who difgraced the enfign of

the crols, compeniated their want of pay by the plunder of the Ma-

hometan villages : nineteen Syrian merchants, who traded under the

public faith, were defpoiled and hanged by the Chriftians ; and the

'"^" The ftate of Acre is reprefented in all ScriptoresRerumltalicarum, tora.xili. •337.
tlie chronicles of ihe times, and moil accurately 73 8.

in John Villani, 1. vii. c. 144. in Muratori,

denial



120 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, denial of fatlsfadion iuftified the arms of the fultan Khalll. He
LIX.

,^
-^_' . marched againil Acre, at the head of fixty thoufand horfe and one

hundred and forty thoufand foot : his train of artillery (if I may

ufe the word) was numerous and weighty ; the feparate timbers of

a fmgle engine were tranfported in one hundred waggons ; and the

royal hiftorian Abulfeda, who ferved with the troops of Hamah,

was himfelf a fpedator of the holy war. Whatever might be the

vices of the Franks, their courage was rekindled by enthufiafm and

defpair ; but they were torn by the difcord of feventeen chiefs, and

The lofs of overwhelmed on all fides by the powers of the fultan. After a fiege

Holy Land/ of thirty-three days, the double wall was forced by the Moilems ;

Ma^iS^^"' ^^^ principal tower yielded to their engines ; the Mamalukes made a

general aflault ; the city was ftormed ; and death or flavery was the

lot of fixty thoufand Chriftians. The convent, or rather fortrefs, of

the Templars refilled three days longer ; but the great mafter was

pierced with an arrow ; and, of five hundred knights, only ten were

left alive, lefs happy than the victims of the fword, if they lived to

fuifer on a fcaffold in the unjuft and cruel profcription of the whole

order. The king of Jerufalem, the patriarch, and the great mafter

of the hofpital, eifedled their retreat to the ihore ; but the fea was

rough ; the veiTels were infufficient ; and great numbers of the fugi-

tives were drowned before they could reach the ifle of Cyprus, which

might comfort Lufignan for the lofs of Paleftine. By the command

of the fultan, the churches and fortifications of the Latin cities were

demoliihed : a motive of avarice or fear ftill opened the holy fe-

pulchre to fome devout and defencelefs pilgrims ; and a mournful

and folitary filence prevailed along the coaft which had fo long re-

founded with the world's debate "".

'"' See the final expulfion of the Franks, in Macrizi, &c. in de Guignes, torn. iv. p. 162-

Sanutus, 1. iii. p. xii. c. 11—22, Abulfeda, 164. and Vertot, tom.i. I. iii. p. 407—428,



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. i2I

CHAP. LX.

Schifm of the Greeks and Lat'ms.—State of Confanti-

7Wple.—Revolt of the Btdgariajn.—Ifaac Angelus de-

throned by his Brother Alexius.—Origi7i of the Fourth

Crufade,—Alliance of the Frefich a?td Ve77etians with

the Son of Ifaac.—'Their naval Expedition to Confaji-

tinople.—The two Sieges andfnal Conquefi of the City

hy the Latifts.

THE reftoratlon of the Weftern empire by Charlemagne, was CHAP,
fpeedily followed by the feparation of the Greek and Latin . "

'
.

churches '. A religious and national animofity ftill divides the two fhe"Greeks

largefl: communions of the Chriftian world ; and the fchifm of Con-

ilantinople, by alienating her moft ufeful allies and provoking her

moil dangerous enemies, has precipitated the decline and fall of

the Roman empire in the Eaft.

In the courfe of the prefent hiftory, the averfion of the Greeks for Their aver-

the Latins has been often vifible and confpicuous. It was originally Latins,

derived from the difdain of fervitude, inflamed, after the time of

Conilantine, by the pride of equality or dominion j and finally ex-

afperated by the preference which their rebellious fubjedls had given

to the alliance of the Fi'anks. In every age, the Greeks were proud

of their fuperiority in profane and religious knowledge ; they had

firft received the light of Chriftianity ^ they had pronounced the de-

crees of the feven general councils : they alone poiTefled the language

" In the fueceiTiTe centuries, from the ix'*" partiality: the //iojue (Inftitut. Hift. Ecclef.

to the xviii"', Mofheim traces the fchifm of p. 277.). Leo III. p. 303. Photius, p. J07,
the Greeks, with learning, clearnefs, and im- 308. Michael Cerularius, p. 370, yi, &c.

¥oL. VL R of
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CHAP, of fcripture and philofophy ; nor ihould the Barbarians, immerfed

V -,- ' in the darknefs of the Weft % prefume to argue on the high and

myfterious queftions of theological fcience. Thofe Barbarians de-

fpifed in their turn the reftlefs and fubtle levity of the Orientals, the

authors of every herefy ; and bleifed their own fimplicity, which

was content to hold the tradition of the apoftolic church. Yet in

the feventh century, the fynods of Spain, and afterwards of France,

improved or corrupted the Nicene creed, on the myfterious fubjedt

Proceffion of of the third perfon of the Trinity ^ In the long controverfies of the

Ghoii, Eaft, the nature and generation of the Chrift had been fcrupuloufly

defined; and the well-known relation of father and fon feemed to con-

vey a faint image to the human mind. The idea of birth was lefs analo-

gous to the Holy Spirit, who, inftead of a divine gift or attribute, was

confidered by the Catholics, as a fubftance, a perfon, a god ; he was

not begotten, but in the orthodox ftyle \\& proceeded. Did he proceed

from the Father alone, perhaps by the Son ? or from the Father and the

Son ? The firft of thefe opinions was aflerted by the Greeks, the fe-

cond by the Latins'; and the addition to the Nicene creed of the word

fiUoque^ kindled the flame of difcord between the Oriental and the Gallic

churches. In the origin of the difpute, the Roman pontiffs affedled

a character of neutrality and moderation*: they condemned the in-

novation, but they acquiefced in the fentiment, of their Tranfalpine

brethren : they feemed defirous of cafting a veil of filence and cha-

rity over the fuperfluous refearch ; and in the correfpondence of

Charlemagne and Leo the third, the pope alTumes the liberality of

' » «ut airoTfoiram, ( ix. Theologica, torn. ii. 1. vii. p. 362—440.).

rKoTUi a'jaSvnu, »; ya( --/^ lvr,^yj,t * Before the Ihrine of St. Peter, he placed

7in>if<,5!Ta (Phot. Epift. p.47.eclit.Montacut.). two fliields of the weight of 94^ pounds of
The Oriental patriarch continues to apply pure filver; on which he infcribed the text of
the images of thunder, earthquake, hail, both creeds (utroque fymbolo), pro amore et
wld-boar, prsecurfors of Antichrift, &c. &c. cautela orthodoxy fidei ( Anaftaf. in Leon. III.

3, myfterious fubjeft of the proceffion of in Muratori, torn. iii. pars i. p. 208.). His
the Holy Ghoft, is difcufled in the hiftorical, language moft clearly proves, that neither
theological, and controverfial fenfe, or non- the filioque, nor the Athanafian creed, were
©nfe, by the Jefuit Petavius (Dogmata received at Rome about the year 830.

8 a ftatefman.
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a ilatefman, and the prince defcends to the paifions and prejudices CHAP,
of a prieft'. But the orthodoxy of Rome fpontaneoufly obeyed the -^- _f

impulfe of her temporal policy ; and the fUoqiie^ which Leo wiflied

to erafe, was tranfcribed in the fymbol and chaunted in the liturgy

of the Vatican. The Nicene and Athanafian creeds are held as the Ca-

tholic faith, without which none can be faved ; and both Papifts and

Proteftants muft now fuftain and return the anathemas of the Greeks,

who deny tlie prcceffion of the Holy Ghoft from the Son, as well as

from the Father. Such articles of faith are not fufceptible of treaty ; ^'ariety of

but the rules of difcipline will vary in remote and independent difgipiiae!

churches ; and the reafon, even of divines, might allow, that the dif-

ference is inevitable and harralefs. The craft or fuperftition of Rome
has impofed on her priefts and deacons the rigid obligation of celi-

bacy ; among the Greeks, it is confined to the biihops ; the lofs is

compenfated by dignity or annihilated by age ; and the parochial

clergy, the papas, enjoy the conjugal fociety of the wives whom
they have married before their entrance into holy orders. A queftion

concerning the A-zyms was fiercely debated in the eleventh century,

and the eflence of the Eucharift was fuppofed in the Eaft and Weft,

to depend on the ufe of leavened or unleavened bread. Shall I men-

tion in a ferious hiftory the furious reproaches that were urged

againft the Latins, who, for a long while remained on the defenfive?

They negleded to abftain, according to the apoftolical decree, from

things ftrangled, and from blood : they fafted, a Jewiih obfervance !

on the Saturday of each week: during the firft week of Lent they per-

mitted the ufe of milk and cheefe*; their infirm monks were indulged

in the tafte of fleih ; and animal greafe was fubftituted for the Avant

' The Miffi of Charlemagne preiTed him would leave a large loop-hole of fahation !

to declare, that all who rejedled x.\\e flioque, * Jn France, after fome harlher laws, ths

at leail the doitrine, muft be damned. All, ecclefiailical difcipline is now relaxed : miJlc,

replies the pope, are not capable of reaching cheefe, and butter, are become a perpe-

the altiora myfleria
; qui potuerit, at non ' tual, and eggs an annual, indulgence in

voluerit, falvus effe non poteft (Collet. Lent (Vie privcs des Franjois, torn. ii.

Concil. tom.ix. p. 277— zS6.). The fotuerii p• 27 — 3S.J.

R 2 of
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of vegetable oil : the holy chrifm or undion in baptifm, was referved

to the epifcoparl order : the biihops, as the bridegrooms of their

churches, were decorated with rings ; their priefts ihaved their faces,

and baptized by a fingle immerfion. Such were the crimes which

provoked the zeal of the patriarchs of Conftantinople ; and which

were juftified with equal zeal by the dodors of the Latin church'.

Ambitious Bigotry and national averfion are powerful magnifiers of every

Phm^us!pa- objed of difpute ; but the immediate caufe of the fchifm of the

Co"ftan°dno. Greeks may be traced in the emulation of the leading prelates, who
pie, with the maintamed the fupremacy of the old metropolis fuperior to all, and

A. D. of the reigning capital, inferior to none, in the Chriftian world.

About the middle of the ninth century, Photms , an ambitious

layman, the captain of the guards and principal fecretary, was pro-

moted by merit and favour to the more defirable office of patriarch

of Conftantinople. In fcience, even ecclefiaftical fcience,. he fur-

paifed the clergy of the age ; and the purity of his morals has never

been impeached: but his ordination was hafty, his rife was irregular;

and Ignatius, his abdicated predeceiTor, was yet fupported by the

public compaffion and the ohftinacy of his adherents. They ap-

pealed to the tribunal of Nicholas the firft, one of the proudeft and

moft afplring of the Roman pontiffs, who embraced the welcome

opportunity of judging and condemning his rival of the Eaft.

Their quarrel was embittered by a confli£l of jurifdidion over the

king and nation of the Bulgarians ; nor was their recent converfion

to Chriftianity of much avail to either prelate, unlefs he could num-

ber the profelytes among the fubjeds of his power. AVith the aid

of his court the Greek patriarch was viclorious ; but in the furious

conteft he depofed in his turn the fucceflbr of St. Peter, and involved.

' The original monuments of the fchifm, prolix anfwer of cardinal Humbert),

of the charges of the Greeks againft the La- " The x''' volume of the Venice edition of
tins, are depofued in the Epiilles of Photius the Councils, contains all the ads of the

(Epift.Encyclica.ii.p 47—6i.)andofMichael fynods, and hiftory of Photius: they are

Cerularius (Canifii Antiq. Leiiiones, tom.iii. abridged, with a faint tinge of prejudice or

p. i. p. z8i—324. edit. Eafnage, with the prudence, byDupin and Fleur/.

the
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tbe Latin church in the reproach of herefy and fchifm. Photius CHAP.
LX.

facrificed the peace of the world to a Ihort and precarious reign : he v—v-^—».

fell with his patron, the Ca:far Bardas ; and Bafil the Macedonian

performed an of juftice in the reftoration of Ignatius, whofe age

and dignity had not been fufficiently refpedled. From his monaftery,

or prifon, Photius folicited the favour of the emperor by pathetic

complaints and artful flattery ; and the eyes of his rival were fcarcely

clofed, when he was again reftored to the throne of Conftantinople.

After the death of Bafil, he experienced the viciflitudes of courts

and the ingratitude of a royal pupil : the patriarch was again de-

pofed, and in his laft folitary hours he might regret the freedom of

a fecular and ftudious life. In each revolution, the breath, the nod,

of the fovereign had been accepted by a fubmiffive clergy; and a

fynod of three hundred biihops was always prepared to hail the

triumph, or to ftigmatize the fall, of the holy, or the execrable, Pho-

tius '. By a delufive promife of fuccour or reward, the popes were

tempted to countenance thefe various proceedings ; and the fynods

of Conftantinople were ratified by their epiftles or legates. But the

court and the people, Ignatius and Photius, were equally adverfe to

their claims ; their minifters were infulted or imprifoned ; the pro-

ceflion of the Holy Ghoft was forgotten ; Bulgaria was for ever

annexed to the Byzantine throne ; and the fchifm was prolonged by

their rigid cenfure of all the multiplied ordinations of an Irregular

patriarch. The darknefs and corruption of the tenth century

fufpended the intercourfe, without reconciling the minds, of the two

nations. But when the Norman fword reftored the churches of

Apulia to the jurlfdiilion of Rome, the departing flock was warned,

by a petulant epiftle of the Greek patriarch, to avoid and abhor the

errors of the Latins. The rifing majefty of Rome could no longer

' The fynod of Conftantinople, held in jeils the fynods of Conftantinople of the

the year 869, is the viii''' of the general years 867 and 879, which were, however,

councils, the laft aflembly of the Eaft which equally numerous and noify; but they were

«recognlfed by the Roman church. She re- favourable to Photius.

9 brook
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CHAP, brook the inlblence of a rebel ; and Micbael Cerularius was excom-

*— > municated in the heart of Conftantinople by the pope's legates.

excommuni- Shaking the duft fi-om their feet, they depofited on the altar of St.

cate the pa- Sophia a direful anathema '", Avhich enumerates the feven mortal

Conftaiuino- herefies of the Greeks, and devotes the guilty teachers, and their un-
ple and the

. .

Greeks, happy fedaries, to the eternal fociety of the devil and his angels.

July 16.
^ ' According to the emergencies of the church and ftate, a friendly

correfpondence was fometimes reiumed ; the language of charity and

concord was fometimes aiFeded ; but the Greeks have never re-

canted their errors ; the popes have never repealed their fentence :

and from this thunderbolt we may date the confummation of the

fchifm.. It was enlarged by each ambitious ftep of the Roman

pontiffs : the emperors bluflied and trembled at the ignominious fate

of their royal brethren of Germany ; and the people was fcandalized

by the temporal power and military life of the Latin clergy".

Enmity of The averfion of the Greeks and Latins was nouriflied and rtiani-

Ind Ladns ^^^^<^ i" the three firft expeditions to the Holy Land. Alexius Com-
^•^• nenus contrived the abfence at leaft of the formidable pilgrims: his

I 100 1300.
. . .

fuccefiors, Manuel and Ifaac Angelus, confpired with the Moflems

for the ruin of the greateft princes of the Franks ; and their crooked

and malignant policy was feconded by the adive and voluntary

obedience of every order of their fubjeds. Of this hoftile temper,

a large portion may doubtlefs be afcribed to the difference of lan-

guage, drefs, and manners, which fevers and alienates the nations

of the globe. The pride, as well as the prudence, of the foverelgn,

was deeply wounded by the intrufion of foreign armies, that claimed

a right of traverfmg his dominions and paffing under the walls of

his capital : his fubjeds were infulted and plundered by the rude

ftrangers of the Weft ; and the hatred of the pufillanimous Greeks

'° See this anathema in the Councils, the popes, and the Latin communion. The
torn. xi. p. 1457 — 1460. llyle of Cinnamus and Nicetas is ftill more
" Anna Comnena (Alexlad, I. i. p. 31

—

vehement. Vet how calm is the voice of

33.) reprefents theabliorrence, not onlyofthe hiiiory compared with that of polemics!

church, but of the palace, for Gregory VII.

was
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was fharpened by Iccret envy of the bold and pious enterprifes of the ^ ^^ ^ ^•

Franks. But thefe profane caufes of national enmity were fortified u.—v-—

/

and inflamed by the venom of religious zeal. Inftead of a kind em-

brace, an holpitable reception from their Chriillan brethren of the

Eaft, every tongue was taught to repeat the names of fchifmatic and

heretic, more odious to an orthodox ear than thofe of pagan and

infidel : inflead of being loved for the general conformity of faith

and worihip, they were abhorred for fome rules of difcipline, fomc

queftions of theology, in which themfelves or their teachers might

difter from the Oriental church. In the crufade of Louis the feventh,

the Greek clergy v/aihed and purified the altars which had been

defiled by the facrifice of a French prieft. The companions of Fre-

deric BarbaroiTa deplore the injuries which they endured, both in

word and deed, from the peculiar rancour of the bifhops and monks.

Their prayers and fermons excited the people againft the impious

Barbarians ; and the patriarch is accufed of declaring, that the faith-

ful might obtain the redemption of all their fins by the extirpation

of the fchifmatics '\ An enthufiaft, named Dorctheus, alarmed the

fears, and reftored the confidence, of the emperor, by a prophetic

aiTurance, that the German heretic, after affaulting the gate of Bla-

chernes, would be made a fignal example of the divine vengeance^

The paflage of thefe mighty armies were rare and perilous events ;.

but the crufades introduced a frequent and familiar intercourfe be-

tween the two nations, which enlarged their knowledge, without

abating their prejudices. The wealth and liuxury of Conftantinople

'* His an~nymous hiilorran (de Expciiit. of the emperor Baldwin fifteen years afcer-

Afiat. Fred. I. in Canifii Leftion. Antiq. «ards : Hrac eii fgensj qux Latinos omnes

tom. iii. pars ii. p. 511. edit. Bafnage) men- ncn hominiim nomine, fed canum dignabatur;

tions the fermons of the Greek patriarch, quo- quorum fanguinem efFundere pene inter me-

jnodo Grxcis injunxerat in remiffionem pecca- rita reputabant (Gella Innocent. 111. c, 92. in

tcrura peregrines occidere et delere de terra. Muratari, Script. Rcrum Italicarum. tom. iii,

Tagino obferves (in Scriptures Frehpr. tom. i. pars i. p. 536.). There may be fome ex-

p. 409• edit. Struv.), Grsci hsreticos nos aggeration, but it was as effectual for the

appellant: clerici et monachi dictis et faflis aition and re-ailiqn of hatred,

psiiequuntur. We may add the^ declaration

demanded
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CHAP, demanded the produdions of every climate : thefe imports were

* J , balanced by the art and labour of her numerous inhabitants ; her

at Conftanti- fituation invites the commerce of the world ; and, in CA'-ery period

nopic:
^|• j^^j. exiftence, that commerce has been in the hands of fo-

reigners. After the decline of Amalphi, the Venetians, Pifans, and

Genoele, introduced their fadories and fettlements into the capital

of the empire : their fervices were rewarded v/ith honours and im-

munities; they acquired the poiTeiTion of lands and houfesj their

families were multiplied by marriages with the natives j and, after

the toleration of a Mahometan mofch, it was impofiible to interdidt

the churches of the Roman rite ". The two wives of Manuel

Comnenus '* were of the race of the Franks ; the firft, a fifter-in-

law of the emperor Conrad ; the fecond, a daughter of the prince

of Antioch : he obtained for his fon Alexius a daughter of Philip

Auguftus king of France ; and he bellowed his own daughter on a

marquis of Montferrat, who was educated and dignified in the palace

of Conftantinople. The Greek encountered the arms, and afpired

to the empire, of the Weft ; he efteemed the valour, and trufted the

fidelity, of the Franks " ; their military talents were unfitly recom-

penfed by the lucrative offices of judges and treafurers ; the policy

of Manuel had folicited the alliance of the pope ; and the popular

voice accufed him of a partial bias to the nation and religion of the

Latins '°. During his reign, and that of his fucceflbr Alexius, they

" See Anna Comnena {Alexiad, I. vi. abundabat. , ,cx omni orbe ad eum tanquam

p. i6i, 162.), and a remarkable paiTage of ad benefailorem nobiies et ignobiles concur-

Nicetas (in Manuel. !, v. C. 9.)> ^^° °^' rebant. Willcrm. Tyr, xxii. c. to.

ferves of the Venetians, , »«( ^• '' Thefufpicions of the Greeks would have

TftaiTrt Kiirc-jTiiB wAiv tm; oiKnecf^^, &c, been confirmed, if they had feen the political

' Pucange, Fam. Byzant. p, 8, 187. epiftles of Manuel to pope Alexander III,

'^ Nicetas in Manuel. 1. vii. c. z. Reg- the enemy of his enemy Frederic I. in which

nantc enim (Manuele) . , ,. apud eum tantam the emperor declares his wifii of uniting the

Latinuspopulusrepereratgratiam ut negleftis Greeks and Latins as one flock under one

Grsculis fuis tanquam viris raoilibus et effce- fhepherd, &c. (See Fleury, Hift. Ecdef,

ininatis, folis Latinis grandia commit- tom.xv. p, 187. 213. 2^3.)

leret negotia .... erga eos profufa liberalitate

•were
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%vere ercpofed at Conftantinople to the reproach of foreigners, here-

tics, and favourites ; and this triple guilt vv^as feverely expiated in

the tumult, which announced the return and elevation of Androni-

cus ". The people rofe in arms ; from the Afiatic ihore the tyrant their maf-

difpatched his troops and gallies to aifift the national revenge; a"d, ,,83.

and the hopelefs refiflance of the ftrangers ferved only to juftify the

rage, and iharpen the daggers, of the affainns. Neither age, nor fex,

nor the ties of friendihip or kindred, could fave the vidtims of na-

tional hatred, and avarice, and religious zeal : the Latins vi^ere

ilaughtered in their houfes and in the ftreets ; their quarter was re-

duced to aihes ; the clergy was burnt in their churches, and the fick

in their hofpitals ; and fome eftimate may be formed of the flain from

the clemency which fold above four thoufand Chriftians in perpetual

flavery to the Turks. The priefts and monks were the loudeft and

moll active in the deftrudion of the fchifmatics ; and they chaunted

a thankfgiving to the Lord, when the head of a Roman cardinal,

the pope's legate, was fevered from his body, faftened to the tail of

a dog, and dragged, with favage mockery, through the city. The

more diligent of the ilrangers had retreated, on the firfl: alarm, to

their veflels, and efcaped through the Hellefpont from the fcene of

blood. In their flight, they burnt and ravaged two hundred miles

of the fea-coaft ; infliiled a fevere revenge on the guiltlefs fubjefts

of the empire; marked the priefts and monks as their peculiar ene-

mies ; and compenfated, by the accumulation of plunder, the lofs

of their property and friends. On their return, they expofed to

Italy and Europe the wealth and weaknefs, the perfidy and malice,

of the Greeks, whofe vices were painted as the genuine charadlers

of herefy and fchlfm. The fcruples of the firft crufaders had ne-

gleded the faireft opportunities of fecuring, by the polfeifion of Con-

ftantinople, the way to the Holy Land : a domeftic revolution in-

" See the Greek and Latin narratives in the firfl foft and concife, the fecond loud,

Nicetas (in Alexio Comneno, c. lo.) and copious, and tragical.

William of Tyre (I. xxii. c. lo, 1 1, 12, 13.)

;

Vol. VI. S vited,
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vlted, and almofi: compelled, the French and Venetians to atchieve

the conqueft of the Roman empire of the Eaft.

Reign and Jn the ferles of the Byzantine princes, I have exhibited the hypo-

ifaac Ange- ctify and ambition, the tyranny and fall, of Andronicus, the laft

A. D, ^^ of the Comnenian family who reigned at Conftantinople. The
1185— 1 195, revolution, which call him headlong from the throne, faved and
Sopt° 12*

exalted Ifaac Angelus '% who defcended by the females from the fame

Imperial dynafty. The fucceflbr of a fecond Nero might have found

it an eafy taik to deferve the efteem and affeftion of his fubjeds

;

they fometimes had reafon to regret the adminiftration of Andro-

nicus. The found and vigorous mind of the tyrant was capable of

difcerning the conneflion between his own and the public intereft

;

and while he was feared by all who could infpire him with fear, the

unfufpeited people, and the remote provinces, might blefs the in-

exorable juftice of their mafter. But his fucceflbr was vain and

jealous of the fupreme power, which he wanted courage and abi-

lities to exercife; his vices were pernicious, his virtues (if he pof-

fefled any virtues) were ufelefs, to mankind ; and the Greeks, who

imputed their calamities to his negligence, denied him the merit of

any tranfient or accidental benefits of the times. Ifaac flept on the

throne, and was awakened only by the found of pleafure : his va-

cant hours were amufed by com^Uans and buffoons, and even to

thefe bufioons the emperor was an objed of contempt ; his feafts

and buildings exceeded the examples of royal luxury ; the number

of his eunuchs and domeilics amounted to twenty thoufand ; and a

daily fum of four thoufand pounds of filver would fwell to four

millions fterling the annual expence of his houfehold and table.

His poverty was relieved by oppreflion ; and the public difcontent

was inflamed by equal abufes in the colledion, and the application,

" The hiftory of the reign of Ifaac An- and judge of the veil or palace, could not

gelus is compofed, three books, by the bribe the impartiality of the hillorian. He
fenator Nicetas (p. 228—290.) ; and his wrote, it is true, after the fall and death of

offices of logothete, or principal fecretary, his benefailor.

of
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of the-. While the Greeks numbered the days of their fer- C

vitude, a flattering prophet, whom he rewarded with the dignity of

patriarch, affiired him of a long and vidorious reign of thirty-two

years ; during which he fliould extend his fway to mount Libanus,

and his conquefts beyond the Euphrates. But his only ftep to-

wards the accomplifhment of the predidlion, was a fplendid and

fcandalous embafly to Saladin", to demand the reftitution of the

holy fepulchre, and to propofe an offenfive and defenfive league

with the enemy of the Chriftian name. In thefe unworthy hands,

of Ifaac and his brother, the remains of the Greek empire crumbled

into duft. '^ The ifland of Cyprus, whofe name excites the ideas of

elegance and pleafure, was ufurped by his namefake, a Comnenian

prince : and by a ftrange concatenation of events, the fword of our

Engliih Richard beftowed that kingdom on the houfe of Lufignaff,^

a rich compenfation for the lofs of Jerufalem. ' "-^

The honour of the monarchy, and the fafety of the capital, 'were Reviilfeftirl

deeply wounded by the revolt of the Bulgarians and Walachians. '..
Since the vidory of the fecond Bafil, they had fupported, above an.

hundred and feventy years, the loofe dominion of the Byzantine

princes ; but no eifedtual meafures had been adopted to impofe the

yoke of laws and manners on thefe favage tribes. By the command

of Ifaac, their fole means of fubfiftence, their flocks and herds, were

driven away, to contribute towards the pomp of the royal nuptials
;

and their fierce warriors were exafperated by the denial of equal

rank and pay in the military fervice. Peter and Afan, two power-

ful chiefs, of the race of the ancient kings", aflierted their own

rights and the national freedom : their daimoniac impoftors prg-

claimed to the crowd, that their glorious patron St. Demetrius had

•' See Bohadin, Vit. Saladin. p. 129

—

feft, and reported with fcandal in the Welt.

1.31. 226. verf. Schultens. The ambaiTador '''' Ducange, Familia; Dalmaticas, p. 318,
of Ifaac was equally verfed in the Greek, 319,320. The original correfpondence of
French, and Arabic languages; a rare in- the Bulgarian king and the Roman pontiff, is

ftance in thofe rimes. His embailjes were infcribed in the Gefta Innocent. III. c. 6—
^

received with honour, difmifled without ef- 82i'p,'^i^^i^:• ^'o••^
' "-'-J t^' s,di.':';o. .•

'

S 2 for
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CHAP, for ever deferted the caufe of the Greeks ; and the conflagration

t. >- _> fpread from the banks of the Danube to the hills of Macedonia and

Thrace. After fome faint efforts, Ifaac Angelas and his brother

acquiefced in their independence ; and the Imperial troops were foon

difcouraged by the bones of their fellow-foldiers, that were fcattered

along the paffes of mount Hsemus. By the arms and policy of John

or Joannices, the fecond kingdom of Bulgaria was firmly eftabliihed.

The fubtle Barbarian fent an embaffy to Innocent the third, to ac-

knowledge himfelf a genuine fon of Rome in defcent and religion "
;

and humbly received from the pope, the licence of coining money,

the royal title, and a Latin archbiihop or patriarch. . The Vatican

exulted in the fpiritual conqueft of Bulgaria, the firft objeil of the

fchifm ; and if the Greeks could have preferved the prerogatives of

the church, they would gladly have refigned the rights of the mo-

narchy.

Ufurpadon The Bulgarians were malicious enough to pray for the long life

of Alexius of Ifaac Angelus, the fureil pledge of their freedom and profperity.

Angeius,
y^^ their chiefs could involve in the fame indifcriminate contempt,

ii9;--i203,
jj^g family and nation of the emperor. " In all the Greeks," faid

Afan to his troops, " the fame climate, and chara£ter, and educa-

" tion, will be produdlive of the fame fruits. Behold my lance,"

continued the warrior, " and the long ftreamers that float in the

*' wind. They differ only in colour ; they are formed of the fame

" filk and faihioned by the fame workman ; nor has the ftripe that

** is ftained in purple, any fuperior price or value above its fel-

" lows''\" Several of thefe candidates for the purple fucceilively

*' The pope acknowledges his pedigree, by another wave from the Volga to the Da-
a nobili urbis Romi:; profapia genitores tui nube. Poflible, but ftrange

!

originem traxerunl. This tradition, and the '* This parable is in the befi favage llyle;

ftronr; lefemblance of the Latin and Wiua- but I vviih theWalach had not introduced the

chian idioms, is explained by M. d'Anville clafiic name of Myfians, the experiment of
(Etats de I'Europe, p. 250—262.)• The the magnet or losdllone, and the paffage of
Italian colonies of the Dacia of Trrjan, were an cid comic poet (Nicetas, in Alex. Com-
fwept away by the tide of emigration from neno, l.i. p. 299, 300.).

the Danube to the Volga, and brought back

rofe
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rofe and fell under the empire of Ifaac : a general who had repelled C A

the fleets of Sicily, was driven to revolt and ruin by the ingratitude » -.-

of the prince ; and his luxurious repofe was difturbed by fecret con-

fpiracies and popular infurredlions. The emperor was faved by ac-

cident, or the merit of his fervants : he was at length opprefled by

an ambitious brother, who, for the hope of a precarious diadem,

forgot the obligations of nature, of loyalty, and of friendfliip ",

While Ifaac in the Thracian vallies purfued the idle and folitary

pleafures of the chace, his brother, Alexius Angelus, was invefted

with the purple, by the unanimous fuifrage of the camp : the capi-

tal and the clergy fubfcribed to their choice ; and the vanity of the

new fovereign rejected the name of his fathers, for the lofty and

royal appellation of the Comnenian race. On the defpicable cha-

rader of Ifaac, I have exhauiled the language of contempt ; and can

only add, that in a reign of eight years, the bafer Alexius ^* was

fupported by the mafculine vices of his wife Euphrofyne. The firfl:

intelligence of his fall was conveyed to the late emperor by the

hoftile afpe£l: and purfuit of the guards, no longer his own : he fled

before them above fifty miles as far as Stagyra in Macedonia ; but

the fugitive, without an objedt or a follower, was arrefl:ed, brought,

back to Conftantinople, deprived of his eyes, and confined in a

lonefome tower, on a fcanty allowance of bread and water. At the

moment of the revolution, his fon Alexius, whom he educated in

the hope of empire, was twelve years of age. He was fpared by

the ufurper, and reduced to attend his triumph both in peace and

war ; but as the army was encamped on the fea-ihore, an Italian

vefl'el facilitated the efcape of the royal youth ; and, in the difguife

of a common failor, he eluded the fearch of his enemies, pafled the

Hellefpont,, and found a fecure refuge in the ifle of Sicily. After

*' The Latins aggravate the ingratitude not readily difcover it grounds in the Greek
of Alexius, by fuppofing that he had been hiftorians.

releafed by his brother Ifaac from Turkiih ^+ See the reign of Alexius Angelus, or
captivity. This pathetic tale had doubtlefs Ccmnenus, in the three books of Nicetas,
been repeated at Venice and Zara; but I do p. 291—352.

faluting
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falutlng the threfliold of the apoftles, and imploring tlie protection

of pope Innocent the third, Alexius accepted the kind invitation of

his fitter Irene, the wife of Philip of Swabia, king of the Romans.

But in his paiTage through Italy, he heard that the flower of Wettern

chivalry v>ras aflembled at Venice for the deliverance of the Holy

Land ; and a ray of hope was kindled in his bofom, that their in-

vincible fwords might be employed in his father's reftoration.

The fourth About ten or twelve years after the lofs of Jerufalem, the nobles

.. 1198. of France were again fummoned to the holy war by the voice of a^

third prophet, lefs extravagant, perhaps, than Peter the hermit, but

far below St. Bernard in the merit of an orator and a ftatefmah.

An illiterate prieft of the neighbourhood of Paris, Fulk of Neuilly*',

forfook his parochial duty, to aiTume the more flattering charadler

of a popular and itinerant miflionary. The fame of his fandlty

and miracles was fpread over the land ; he declaimed, with feverity^

and vehemence, againft the vices of the age ; and his fermons,

which he preached in the ftreets of Paris, converted the robbers, the

ufurers, the proftitutes, and even the dodlors and fcholars of the

univerfity. No fooner did Innocent the third afcend the chair of

St. Peter, than he proclaimed in Italy, Germany, and France, the

obligation of a new crufade ". The eloquent pontifl" defcribed thV

ruin of Jerufalem, the triumph of the Pagans, and the ihame of

Chriftendom : his liberality propofed the redemption of fins, a ple-

nary indulgence to all who ihould ferve in Paleftine, either a year

in perfon, or two years by a fubfl;itute^' ; and among his legates

and orators v;ho blew the facred trumpet, Fulk of Neuilly was the

^' See Floury, Hill. Fcclef. torn. xvi. p. 26, ferted in the text. The bull of the crufade

Sec. and Villehardoum, N" 1. with the obfer- may be read, c. 84, 8;.

vations of Ducange, which I always mean to *' Por-ce que cil pardon fut ifli gran, fi

quote with the original text. s'en efmeurent mult li cuers des genz, et

" The contemporary life of pope Inno- mult s'en croifierent, porce que li pardons

cent III. publifhed by Baluze and Muratori ere ii gran. Villehardouin, N° i. Our phi-

'

(Scriptores Rerum Italicarum, torn. iii. pars i. lofophers may refine on the caufes of the crQ-

p.486—568.), is moft valuable for the im- fades, but fuch were the genuine feelings of

portant and original documents which are in- a French knight.

loudeft
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loudeft and moft fuccefsful. The fituation of the principal monarchs C A P•

was averfe to the pious fummons. The emperor Frederic the fe- • ^- -J

cond was a child ; and his kingdom of Germany was difputed

by the rival houfes of Brunfwick and Swabia, the memorable

fadions of the Guelphs and Ghibelines. Philip Auguftus of

France had performed, and could not be peri'uaded to renew, the

perilous 'ow ; but as he was not lefs ambitious of praife than of

power, he chearfully inilituted a perpetual fund for the defence of

the Holy Land. Richard of England was fatiated with the glory

and misfortunes of his firft adventure, and he prefumed to deride

the exhortations of Fulk of Neuilly, who was not abafhed in the

prefence of kings. " You advife me," fald Plantagenet, " to dif-

" mlfs my three daughters, pride, avarice, and incontinence : I be-

" queath them to the moil deferving ; my pride to the knights-

" templars, my avarice to the monks of Cifteaux, and my incon-

*' tinence to the prelates." But the preacher was heard and obeyed

by the great vaflals, the princes of the fecond order ; and Theobald,

or Thibaut, count of Champagne, was the foremoft in the holy

race. The valiant youth, at the age of twenty-two years, was en-

couraged by the domeftic examples of his father, who marched in

the fecond crufade, and of his elder brother, who had ended his days embraced by

. , .
, ,

.
, ^ , . - the barons of

in Palemne with the title of king of Jerufalem : two thoufand two France,

hundred knights owed ferviet and homage to his peerage""': the

nobles of Champagne excelled in all the exercifes of war""' ; and, by

his marriage with the heirefs of Navarre, Thibaut could draw a

band of hardy Gafcons from either fide of the Pyrensean mountains.

His companion in arms was Louis, count of Blois and Chartres ; like

himfelf of regal lineage, for both the princes were nephews, at the

This number of iiefs (of which 1800 ^» Campania .... militis privilegio fingu-

cwed liege homage) was enrolled in the larius exceliit.. . .in tyrociniis prolufione

church of St. Stephen at Troyes, and atteiled armorum, &c. Ducange, p. 249. from tha

A. D. IZ13, by the marihal and butler of old Chronicle of Jerufalem, A.D. 1177•—
Champagne (Ducange, Obferv. p. 254.). U99.

lame
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CHAP, fame rime, of the kings of France and England. In a crowd of pre-

» .- , _y lates and barons, who imitated their zeal, I diftinguiili the birth

and merit of Matthew of Montmorency ; the famous Simon of

Montfort, the fcourge of the Albigeois ; and a valiant noble, JeftVey

of Villehardouin ^°, marihal of Champagne^', who has condeicended,

in the rude idiom of his age and country ^^, to write or didate " an

original narrative of the councils and adtions, in which he bore a

memorable part. At the fame time, Baldwin count of Flanders,

who had married the fifter of Thibaut, afilimed the crofs at Bruges,

with his brother Henry and the principal kniglits and citizens of that

rich and induftrious province ". The vow which the chiefs had

pronounced in churches, they ratified in tournaments : the opera-

tions of the war were debated in full and frequent aifemblies ; and

it was refolved to feek the deliverance of Paleftine in Egypt, a

country, fmce Saladin's death, v/hich \^5 ahnoft ruined by famine

and civil war. But the fate of fo many royal armies difplayed the

toils and perils of a land expedition ; and, if the Flemings dwelt

along the ocean, the French barons were deftitute of fliips and ig-

norant of navigation. They embraced the wife refolution of chufmg

fix deputies or reprefentatives, of whom Villehardouin was one, with

^° The name of Ville-hardouin, was taken fident des Brofies (Mechanifme des Langues,

from a village and caftle in the diocefe of torn. ii. p. 83.) gives it as the example of a

Troyes, near the river Aube, between Bar language which has ceafed to be French, and

and Arceis. The family was ancient and is underftood only by grammarians,

noble; the elder branch of our hiftorian ex- 33 His age, and his own expreflion, moi
ilted after the year 1400; the younger, which qui cefte oeuvre :3 (N° 62, &c.), may
acquired the principality of Achaia, merged juftify the fufpicion (more probable than Mr.
in the houfe of Savoy (Ducange, p. 235

—

Wood's on Homer), that he could neither

24?•)• read nor write. Vet Champagne may boaft
^' This office was held by his father and of the two firft hillorians, the noble authors

his defcendants, but Ducange has not hunted of French profe, Villehardouin and Join-
it with his ufual fagacity. I find that, in the ville.

year 1356, it was in the family of Conflans ; 3* The crufade and reigns of the counts of
but thefe provincial, have been long fince Flanders, Baldwin and his brother Henry, are
edipfed by the national, marlhals of France. the fubjed of a particular hiftory by the Jefuit

3' This language, of whichi ftall produce Doutremens (Conftantinopolis Belgica; Tur-
fome fpecimens, is explained by Vigenere and naci, 1638, in4"), which I have onlyfeen with
Ducange in a verfton and gloifary. The pre- the eyes of Ducange.

^ a difcre-
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a dlicredonary truft to dired the motions, and to pledge the faith, CHAP,
of the whole confederacy. The maritime ftates of Italy were alone \- - i\j
pofleiTed of the means of tranfporting the holy warriors with their

arms and horfes ; and the fix deputies proceeded to Venice to folicit,

on motives of piety or intereft, the aid of that powerful republic.

In the invafion of Italy by Attila, I have mentioned " the flight State of the

of the Venetians from the fallen cities of the continent, and their a.'d7'

obfcure ihelter in the chain of iilands that line the extremity of the
^97—«zoo-

Adriatic gulf. In the midft of the waters, free, indigent, labo-

rious, and inaccefllble, they gradually coalefced into a republic : the

firft foundations of Venice were laid in the ifland of Rialto ; and

the annual eledlion of the twelve tribunes was fuperfeded by the

permanent office of a duke or doge. On the verge of the two em-

pires the Venetians exult in the Tjelief of primitive and perpetual

independence ^*. Againft the Latins, their antique freedom has

been aiferted by the fword, and may be juftified by the pen.

Charlemagne himfelf refigned all claims of fovereignty to the iflands

of the Adriatic gulf; his fon Pepin was repulfed in the attacks of

the lagunas or canals, too deep for the cavalry, and too fhallow for

the veiTels ; and in every age, under the German Casfars, the lands

of the republic have been clearly diftinguiihed from the kingdom of

Italy. But the inhabitants of Venice were confidered by themfelves,

by ftrangers, and by their fovereigns, as an inalienable portion of the

Greek empire "
; In the ninth and tenth centuries, the proofs of

3' Hiftory, &c. vol. iii. p. 420—422. ra Pujaaiav (Conftantin, Porphyroge-
^* The foundation and independence of nit. da Adminiftrat. imperii, parsii. c. zS.

Venice, and Pepin's invafion, are difcuiTed p. 85.); and the report of the ix'*', eftabliihes•

¥y Pagi (Critica, torn. iii. A. D. 810, N°4, the fadl of the x'•» century, which is confirme4

&c.) and Beretti (Diflert. Chorograph. Ita- by the embafly of Liutprand of Cremona.
Ji» medii iEvi, in Muratori, Script, tom.x. The annual tribute, which the emperor al-

p. 153.). The two critics have a flight bias, lows them to pay to the king of Italy, alle-

the Frenchman adverfe, the Italian favour- viates, by doubling, their fervitude ; but

able, to the republic. the hateful word hh'.i. muft be tranflated, as

" When the fon of Charlemagne afferted in the charter of 827 (Laugier, Hill, de

his right of fovereignty, he was anfwered by Venife, torn. i. p. 67, &c.), by the fofter

the loyal Venetians, iri iftii; ^^, £i«> appellation ai/ubditi, oi fJeles.

Vol. VI. their
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C HA P. their fubjedion are numerous and unqueftionable ; and the vain

'—V ' titles, the fQrvile honours, of the Byzantine court, fo ambitioufly

folicited by their dukes, would have degraded the magiftrates of a

free people. But the bands of this dependence, which was never

abfolute or rigid, were imperceptibly relaxed by the ambition of

Venice and the weaknefs of Conftantinople. Obedience was foft-

ened into refpeft, privilege ripened into prerogative, and the free-

dom of domeftic government was fortified by the independence of

foreign dominion. The maritime cities of Iftria and Dalmatia bowed

to the foverelgns of the Adriatic ; and when they armed againft the

Normans in the caufe of Alexius, the emperor applied, not to the

duty of his fubjeds, but to the gratitude and generofity of his faith-

ful allies. The fea was their patrimony '°
: the weftern parts of the

Mediterranean, from Tufcany to Gibraltar, were indeed abandoned

to their rivals of Pifa and Genoa ; but the Venetians acquired ari

early and lucrative ihare of the commerce of Greece and Egypt.

Their riches encreafed with the encreafing demand of Europe : their

manufaftures of filk and glafs, perhaps the inftitution of their bank,

are of high antiquity ; and they enjoyed the fruits of their induftry

in the magnificence of public and private life. To aflert her flag,

to avenge her injuries, to protedt the freedom of navigation, the re-

public could launch and man a fleet of an hundred gallies j and the

Greeks, the Saracens, and the Normans, were encountered by her

naval arms. The Franks of Syria were afl^ifted by the Venetians is

the redudicn of the fea-coaft ^ but their zeal was neither blind nor

difinterefted ; and in the conqueft of Tyre, they ihared the fove-

reignty of a city, the firft feat of the commerce of the world. The

policy of Venice was marked by the avarice of a trading, and the

3' See the xxv"» and xxx'*• differtations of flourifhing ftate of their wealth and commerce

the Antiquitates medii ^vi of Muratori. in the beginning of the xv"" century, is

From Anderfon's Hiftory of Commerce, I agreeably defcribed by the Abbe Dubos (Hift.

underlland that the Venetians did not trade de la Ligue de Cambray, torn. ii. p. 443—
, to England before the year 1323. The moll 4.80.).

2 iafolence
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infolence of a maritime, power
;
yet her ambition was prudent ; nor ^ ^ J^

P-

did ihe often forget that if armed galUes were the eiieifl and fafeguard, ' » '

merchant veifels were the caufe and fupply, of her greatnefs. In her

religion, flie avoided the fchifm of the Greeks, without yielding a fer-

vile obedience to the Roman pontiff"; and a free intercourfe with the

infidels of every clime appears to have allayed betimes the fever of

fuperilition. Her primitive government was a loofe mixture of de-

mocracy and monarchy : the doge was eledled by the votes of the

general aifembly ; as long as he Avas popular and fuccefsful, he

reigned with the pomp and authority of a prince ; but in the fre-

quent revolutions of the ftate, he was depofed, or bauifhed, or ilain,

by the juftice or injuftice of the multitude. The twelfth century pro-

duced the firft rudiments of the wife and jealous ariilocracy, which

has reduced the doge to a pageant and the people to a cypher '".

When the fix ambailadors of the French pilgrims arrived at Venice, ^"""^^e of
the Frencli

they were hofpitably entertained in the palace of St. Mark, by the ^.'"^ Venc-

reigning duke : his name was Henry Dandolo "'
; and he ihone in A.D. 1201.

the lafl: period of'human life as one of the moft illuftrious charaders

of the times. Under the weight of years, and after the lofs of

his eyes*', Dandolo retained a found underftanding and a manly

" The Venetians have been flow in writ- But this extraordinary longevity is not ob-

ing and publiiliing their hiftory. Their moil ferved by the original writer?, nor does there

ancient monuments are, i. The rude Chro- exift another example of an hero near an
nicle (perhaps) of John Sagorninus (Venezia, hundred years of age. Theophraftus might

1765, in oftavo), which reprefents the ftate afford an inftance of a writer of ninety-nine;

and manners of Venice in the year looS. butinlli-adof ;:>£r>;xj«-£t(Proosm.adCharadter.),

2. The larger hiftory of the doge (1343

—

I am much inclined to read i3lw.T,y.'y.-ru, with

1354) Andrew Dandolo, puMiflied for the his lalt editor Fifcher, and the firft thoughts

firft time in the xii•*" torn, of Muratori, A. D. of Cafaubcn. It is fcarcely poilible that the

1728. The Hiftory of Venice by the Abbe powers of the mind and body (hould fupport

Laugier (Paris, 1728), is a work of fome themfelves till fuch a period of life.

merit, which I have chiefly ufed for the con- *' The modern l^en-tians (Laugier, torn. ii.

ftitutional part. p. 119.) accufe the emperor Manuel: but
•^ Henry Dandolo was eighty-four at his the calumny is re.*'uted by V'illehardoiiin and

eledion (A.D. 1192), and ninety-feven at the older writers, who fuppofe that Dandolo
his death (A.D. 1205). See the Obferva- loH his eyes by a wound (N° 34. and Du-
tions ofDucange fur Villehardouin, N°204. cange).

2 courage

;
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CHAP, courage; the fpirit of an hero, ambitious to figoalize his reign by

< u * fome memorable exploits, and the wifdom of a patriot, anxious to

build his fame on the glory and advantage of his country. He
praifed the bold enthufiafm and liberal confidence of the barons and

their deputies ; in fuch a caufe, and with fuch aflbciates, he ihould

afpire, were he a private man, to terminate his life ; but he w^as the

fervant of the republic, and fome delay was requifite to confult, on

this arduous bufinefs, the judgment of his colleagues. The pro-

pofal of the French was firft debated by the ivyifages who had been

recently appointed to control the adminiftration of the doge : it

was next difclofed to the forty members of the council of ftate ; and

finally communicated to the legiflative aflembly of four hundred and

fifty reprefentatives, who were annually chofen in the fix quarters

of the city. In peace and war, the doge was ftill the chief of the

republic ; his legal authority was fupported by the perfonal reputa-

tion of Dandolo : his arguments of public intereft were balanced and

approved ; and he was authorifed to inform the ambafladors of the

following conditions of the treaty *\ It was propofed that the crufaders

ihould aflemble at Venice, on the feail of St. John of the enfuing year

:

that flat-bottomed veflels ihould be prepared for four thoufand five

hundred horfes, and nine thoufand fquires, with a number of ihips

fufficient for the embarkation of four thoufand five hundred knights,

and twenty thoufand foot : that during a term of nine months they

ihould be fupplied with provifions, and tranfported to whatfoever

coaft the fervice of God and Chriilendom ihould require ; and that

the republic iliould join the armament with a fquadron of fifty gallies.

It was required that the pilgrims ihould pay, before their departure, a-

fum of eighty-five thoufand marks of filver ; and that all conquefts,

by fea and land, ihould be equally divided between the confederates.

The terms were hard ; but the emergency was prelfing, and the French.

** See the original treaty in the Chronicle of Andrew Dandolo, p. 323—326.

barons.
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barons were not lefs profufe of money than of blood. A general CHAP.
aireinbly was convened to ratify the treaty : the ftately chapel and ^_ .- -i'

place of St. Mark were filled with ten thoufand citizens ; and the

noble depnties were taught a new leflbn of humbling themfelvcs be-

fore the majefty of the people. " Illuftrious Venetians," faid the

marilial of Champagne, " we are fent by the greateft and moft power-

*' ful barons of France, to implore the aid of the mailers of the fea

*' for the deliverance of Jeruialem. They have enjoined us to fall

" proftrate at your feet ; nor will we rife from the ground, till you

" have promifed to avenge with us the injuries of Chrift." The

eloquence of their words and tears*^ their martial afped, and fup-

pliant attitude, were applauded by an univerfal ihout ; as it were,,

fays Jeffrey, by the found of an earthquake. The venerable doge

afcended the pulpit to urge their requeft by thofe motives of honour'

and virtue, which alone can be offered to a popular aifembly : the-

treaty was tranfcribed on parchment ; attefted with oaths and feals,

mutually accepted by the weeping and joyful reprefentatives of

France and Venice ; and difpatched to Rome for the approbation of

pope Innocent the third. Two thoufand marks were borrowed of

the merchants for the firft expences of the armament. Of the fix

deputies, two repaffed the Alps to announce their fuccefs, while

their four companions made a fruitlefs trial of the zeal and emula-

tion of the republics of Genoa and Pifaw.

The execution of the treaty was ftill oppofedby unforefeen diffi- AiTemblyand

1 • 111 n-.! 1 ' -. departure of
culties and delays. Ihe marlhal, on his return to Troyes, was em- the crufaJe

braced and approved by Thibaut count of Champagne, who had a°d. j^Oz?

been unanimouily chofen general of the confederates. But the
^^°^^' ^•

health of that valiant youth already declined, and foon became

*' A reader of Villehardouin itiuft ob- orent mult pitie et plorerent mult durement
ferve the frequent tears of the marihal and his (N'ooOj i ot maint lerme ploree de pitie

brother knights. Sachiez que la ot mainte (N°202.). They weep on every occafion of
lerme ploree de pitie (N^ij.); mult plorant grief, joy, or devotion,
(ibid.); mainte lerme ploree (N°34.); fi

topelefs j.
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hopelefs ; and he deplored the untimely fate, which condemned him

to expire, not in a field of battle, but on a bed of ficknefs. To his

brave and numerous vaflals, the dying prince diftributed his trea-

fures : they fwore in his prefence to accomplifh his vow and their

own ; but fome there were, fays the marflial, who accepted his gifts

and forfeited their word. The more refolute champions of the crofs

held a parliament at SoiiTons for the eleftion of a new general ; but

fuch was the incapacity, or jealoufy, or reludance, of the princes of

France, that none could be found both able and willing to ailimie

the conduit of the enterprife. They acquiefccd in the choice of a

ftranger, of Loniface marquis of Montferrat, defcended of a race

of heroes, and himfelf of confpicuous fame in the wars and ne-

gociations of the times "'^; nor could the piety or ambition of the

Italian chief decline this honourable invitation. After vifiting the

French court, where he was received as a friend and kinfman, the

marquis, in the church of Soiifons, was inveiled with the crofs of

a pilgrim and the ftaiF of a general ; and Immediately repafled the

Alps, to prepare for the diftant expedition of the Eaft. About the

feftival of the Pentecoft he difplayed his banner, and marched to-

wards Venice at the head of the Italians : he was preceded or fol-

lowed by the counts of Flanders and Blois, and the moft refped:able

barons of France ; and their numbers were fwelled by the pilgrims

of Germany *', whofe objedl and motives were fimilar to their own.

The Venetians had fulfilled, and even furpaifed, their engagements:

ftables were conftruded for the horfes, and barracks for the troops
;

the magazines were abundantly repleniflied with forage and pro-

vifions ; and the fleet of tranfports, ihips, and gallies, was ready

"'' By a viflory (A. D. 1 191) over the citi- Hiftoria C. P. of Gunther (Canifii Antiq.

zens of Afti, by a crufade to Paleftine, and Left. torn. iv. p. — viii.), who celebrates

by an embafly from the pope to the German the pilgrimage of his abbot Martin, one of

princes (Muratori, Annali d'ltalia, torn. x. the preaching rivals of Fulk of Neuilly. His

p. 163. 202.). monallery, of the Ciftercian order, vVas fituate

*' See the crufade of the Germans in the in the diocefe of Bafil.

to
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to hoift fail, as foon as the republic had received the price of the ^ ^^ ^ P.

freight and armament. But that price far exceeded the wealth of v- -.- ~>

the crufaders who were aifembled at Venice. The Flemings, whofe

obedience to their count was voluntary and precarious, had embarked

in their veflels for the long navigation of the ocean and Mediter-

ranean ; and many of the French and Italians had preferred a

cheaper and more convenient paiTage from Marfeilles and Apulia to

the Holy Land. Each pilgrim might complain, that after he had

furnifhed his own contribution he was made refponfible for the de-

ficiency of his abfent brethren : the gold and filver plate of the

chiefs, which they freely delivered to the treafury of St. Mark, was

a generous but inadequate facrifice ; and after all their efforts, thirty-

four thoufand marks were ftill wanting to complete the ftipulated

fum. The obftacle was removed by the policy and patriotifm of the

doge, who propofed to the barons, that if they would join their

arms in reducing fome revolted cities of Dalmatia,^ he would expofe

his perfon in the holy war, and obtain from the republic a long in-

dulgence, till fome wealthy conqueft fiiould aiford the means of

fatisfying the debt. After much fcruple and hefitation they chofe

rather to accept the offer than to relinquiih the enterprife ; and the siege of,

firft hoftiiicies of the fleet and army were direded againft Zara^', a Nov.'io,.

flrong city of the Sclavonian coail, which had renounced its alle-

giance to Venice, and implored the protedion of the king of Hun-
gary *'. The crufaders buril the chain or boom of the harbour

;

landed their horfes, troops, and military engines ; and compelled the

^^ Jadera» now Zara, was a Roman co- Seflertia for Sefertii, values an arch with

lony, which acknowledged Auguftus for its ftatues and columns at twelve pounds. If, in

parent. It is no* only two miles round, his time, there were no trees near Zara, the
and contains five or fix thoufand inhabit- cherry-trees were not yet planted which prc-
ants ; but the fortifications are ftrong, and duce our incomparable marafquin.
it is joined tothe main land by abridge. See *' Katona (Hift. Critica Reg. Hungari»,
the travels of the two companions, Spon Stirpis Arpad. torn. iv. p. 536— 558.) col-
and Wheeler (Voyage deD-ilmatie, de Grece, lefls all the facls and teftimonies moil auverfe,

&c. tom.i. p. 64—70. Journey into Greece, to the conijuerors of Zara.
p. 8— 14.); the laft of whom, by millaking

InhabitantSj,,
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inhabitants, after a defence of five days, to furrender at dlfcretion

;

their Uves were fpared, but the revolt wis puniflied by the pillage of

their houfes and the demolition of their walls. The feafon was far

advanced ; the French and Venetians refolved to pafs the winter in a

fecure harbour and plentiful country ; but their repofe was difturbed

by national and tumultuous quarrels of the foldiers and mariners.

The conqueft of Zara had fcattered the feeds of difcord and fcandal

:

fhe arms of the allies had been ftained in their outfet with the blood,

not of infidels, but of Chriftians : the king of Hungary and his

new fubjefts were themfelves enlifted under the banner of the crofs

;

and the fcruples of the devout, were magnified by the fear or lafli-

tude of the reluftant, pilgrims. The pope had excommunicated the

falfe crufaders who had pillaged and maffacred their brethren *\ and

only the marquis Boniface and Simon of Montfort efcaped thefe

fpiritual thunders ; the one by his abfence from the fiege, the other

by his final departure from the camp. Innocent might abfolve the

fimple and fubmiffive penitents of France ; but he was provoked by

the ftubborn reafon of the Venetians, who refufed to confefs their

guilt, to accept their pardon, or to allow, in their temporal con-

cerns, the interpofition of a prieft.

Alliance of The affembly of fuch formidable powers by fea and land, had

iith'the"^'" revived the hopes of young ^' Alexius; and, both at Venice and

^i"'' T, Zara, he folicited the arms of the crufaders, for his own reftoration
prince, the — >

young and his father's '" deliverance. The royal youth was recommended

by Philip king of Germany : his prayers and prefence excited the

^ See the whole tranfaftion, and the fen- (Villehardouin and Ducange, N^jo.).

timents of the pope, in the Epillles of lnn.0- s° The emperor Ifaac is ftyled by \^ille-

cent III. Gefta, c. 86, 87, 88. hardouin, Sur/ac (N° 35, &c.), which may
*' modern reader is furprifed to hear of be derived from the French Sire, or the

tne valet de Conftantinople, as applied to Greek Kvp {nvftoc) melted into his proper

young Alexius, on account of his youth, like name; the farther corruptions of Turfac and

the ;»/i;«/j of Spain, and the noii/ij/imui fiier Con ferae will inftrucl us what licence may
of the Romans. The pages and njakis of have been ufedin the old dynaflies of AiTy ria

ihe knightj were as noble as themfelves and Egypt.

5 compaffioa

Alexias.
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compaflion of the camp ; and his caufe was embraced and pleaded CHAP,
by the marquis of Montferrat and the doge of Venice. A double v——v^—

'

alliance, and the dignity of Caefar, had conneded with the Imperial

family the two elder brothers of Boniface "
: he expeded to derive

a kingdom from the important fervice ; and the more generous am-

bition of Dandolo was eager to fecure the ineilimable benefits of

trade and dominion that might accrue to his country '\ Their in-

fluence procured a favourable audience for the ambaifadors of Alexius;

and if the magnitude of his offers excited fome fufpicion, the mo-

tives and rewards which he difplayed might juftify the delay and

diverfion of thofe forces which had been confecrated to the deliver-

ance of Jerufalem. He promifed, in his own and his father's name,

that as foon as they ihould be feated on the throne of Conftanti-

nople, they would terminate the long fchifm of the Greeks, and

fubmit themfelves and their people to the lawful fupremacy of the

Roman church. He engaged to recompenfe the labours and merits

of the crufaders, by the immediate payment of two hundred thou-

fand marks of filver ; to accompany them in perfon to Egypt ; or,

if it ihould be judged more advantageous, to maintain, during a

year, ten thoufand men, and, during his life, five hundred knights,

for the fervice of the Holy Land. Thefe tempting conditions were

accepted by the republic of Venice ; and the eloquence of the doge

and marquis perfuaded the counts of Flanders, Blois, and St. Pol,

with eight barons of France, to join in the glorious enterprife. A
treaty of offenfive and defenfive alliance was confirmed by their

oaths and feals ; and each individual, according to his fituatioa and

charader, was fwayed by the hope of public or private advantage

;

" Reinier and Conrad; the former mar- cange, Fam. Byzant. p. 187. 203.).

ried Maria, daughter of the emperor Manuel ^* Nicetas (in Alexio Comneno, ] iii.

Comnenus ; the latter was the huiband of c. 9.) accufes the doge and Venetians as the

Theodora Angela, fitter of the emperors lirft authors of the war againtt Conllanti-

Ifaac and Alexius. Conrad abandoned the nople, and confiders only as a kvia-x vmf
Greek court and princefs for the glory „^, the arrival and Ihameful offers of the

of defending Tyre againft Saladin (Du- royal exile.

Vol. VI. U by
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by the honour of reftoring an exiled monarch ; or by the fincere

and probable opinion, that their efforts in Paleftine would be fruit-

iefs and unavaihng, and that the acquifition of Conftantinople muft

precede and prepare the recovery of Jerufalem. But they were the

chiefs or equals of a valiant band of freemen and volunteers, who
thought and a£leJ for themfelves : the fcldiers and clergy were di-

vided } and, if a large majority fubfcribed to the alliance, the num-

bers and arguments of the diflidents were ftrong and refpedable ".

The boldeft hearts were appalled by the report of the naval power

and impregnable ftrength of Conftantinople ; and their apprehen-

llons were difguifed to the world, and perhaps to themfelves, by the

more decent objedlions of religion and duty. They alleged the

fandlity of a vow, which had drawn them from their families and

homes to the refcue of the holy fepulchre ; nor fliould the dark and

crooked counfels of human policy divert them from a purfuit, the

evept of which was in the hands of the Almighty. Their firft of-

fence, the attack of Zara, had been feverely punifhed by the re-

proach of their confcience and the cenfures of the pope ; nor would

they again imbrue their hands in the blood of their fellow-chriftians.

The apoftle of Rome had pronounced ; nor would they ufurp the

right of avenging with the fword the fchifm of the Greeks and the

doubtful ufurpation of the Byzantine monarch. On thefe principles

or pretences, many pilgrims, the moft diftinguifhed for their valour

and piety, withdrew from the camp ; and their retreat was lefs per-

nicious than the open or fecret oppofition of a difcontented party,

that laboured, on every occaiion, to feparate the army and difappoint

the enterpnie.

Voyage from Notwithftandlng this defedlon, the departure of the fleet and

ilalifinopie"'
^rmy was vigoroufly preffed by the Venetians ; whofe zeal for the

''--—^' ^^^^^'^^ °^ ^^^ ^°y^' youth concealed a juft rcfentment to his nation

June 24.
55 Villehardouin and Gunther reprefent Paleftine, was fent ambaffador to Conftan-

the fentiments of the two parties. The abbot tinople, and became a reluilunt witnefs of
Martin left the army at Zara, proceeded to the fecond fiege.
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and family. They were mortified by the recent preference which ^ ^^ ^ P.

had been given to Pifa the rival of their trade ; they had a long _ [- _/,

arrear of debt and injury to liquidate with the Byzantine court ; and

Dandolo might not difcourage the popular tale, that he had been

deprived of his eyes by the emperor Manuel, who perfidiouily vio-

lated the fandity of an ambaflador. A fimilar armament, for ages,

had not rode the Adriatic : it was compofed of one hundred and

twenty flat-bottomed veiFels or palanders for the horfes ; Xwo hun-

dred and forty tranfports filled with men and arms ; feventy ftore-

ihips laden with provifions ; and fifty ftout gallies, well prepared for

the encounter of an enemy ". While the wind was favourable, the

iky ferene, and the water fmooth, every eye was fixed with wonder

and delight on the fcene of military and naval pomp which over-

fpread the fea. The ihields of the knights and fquires, at once an

ornament and a defence, were arranged on either fide of the ihips ;

the banners of the nations and families were difplayed from the

ftern ; our modern artillery was fupplied by three hundred engines

for carting ftone-s and darts : the fatigues of the way w^ere cheered

with the found of mufic ; and the fpirits of the adventurers were

raifed by the mutual aiTurance, that forty thoufand chriftian heroes

were equal to the conqueft of the world''. In the navigation '" from

Venice and Zara, the fleet was fuccefsfully fleered by the ikill and

experience of the Venetian pilots : at Durazzo, the confederates firft

landed on the territories of the Greek empire : the ifle of Corfu

afforded a ftation and repofe ; they doubled without accident the

perilous cape of Malea, the fouthern point of Peloponefus or the

^* The birth and dignity of Andrew Dan- he rejoices in the glories and perils of war
dok) gave him the motive and the means of with a fpirit unknown to a fedentary writer,

fearching in the archives of Venice the me- ss j^ j^ij voyage, almoft all the geogrS-
morable ftory of his anceftor. His brevity phical names are corrupted by the Latins,
feems to accufe the copious and more recent The modern appellation of Chalcis, and all

narratives of Sanudo (in Muratori, Script. Eubcea, is derived from its Euripus, E-vripo,
Rerum Italicarnm, tom.xxii.), Elondus, Sa- ]^egri^po, Negropont, which dilhonours our
bell.cus and Rhamnufius. „3p5 (d'Anville, Geographie Ancienne,
" Villehardouin, N°62. His feelings and torn. j. p. 263.)•

expreiTions are original ; he often weeps, but

U 2 Moreaj
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Morea ; made a defcent In the iflands of Negropont and Andros

;

and caft anchor at Abydus on the Afiatic fide of the Hellefpont.

Thefe preludes of conqueil were eafy and bloodlefs ; the Greeks of

the provinces, without patriotifni or courage, were cruihed by an

irrefiftible force ; the prefence of the lawful heir might juftify their

obedience ; and it was rewarded by the modefty and difcipline of

the Latins. As they penetrated through the Hellefpont, the mag-

nitude of their navy was comprefled in a narrow channel ; and the

face of the waters was darkened with innumerable fails. They again

expanded in the bafon of the Propontis, and traverfed that placid

fea, till they approached the European ihore, at the abbey of St.

Stephen, three leagues to the weft of Conftantinople. The prudent

doge diifuaded them from difperfing themfelves in a populous and

hoilile land ; and, as their ftock of provifions was reduced, it was

refolved, in the fcafon of harveft, to repleniih their ftoreihips in

the fertile iflands of the Propontis. With this refolution, they di-

reded their courfe; but a ftrong gale, and their own -impatience,

drove them to the eaftward ; and fo near did they run to the ihore

and the city, that fome vollies of ftones and darts were exchanged

between the fliips and the rampart. As they paiTed along, they gazed

with admiration on the capital of the Eaft, or, as it ihould feem,

of the earth ; rifmg from her feven hills, and towering o\^er the

continents of Europe and Afia. The fwelling domes and lofty

fpires of five hundred palaces and churches, were gilded by the fun

and refleded in the waters ; the walls were crowded with foldiers

and fpeilators, whofe numbers they beheld, of whofe temper they

were ignorant ; and each heart was chilled by the refledtion, that»

fnice the beginning of the world, fuch an enterprife had never been

undertaken by fuch an handful of warriors. But the momentary

apprehenfion was difpelled by hope and valour ; and every man,

fays the marihal of Champagne, glanced his eye on the fword or

lance
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lance which he muft fpeedily ufe in the glorious confiift". The CHAP,
LX

Latins caft anchor before Chalcedon ; the mariners only were left in '

the veiTels ; the foldiers, horfes, and arms, were fafely landed
; and,

in the luxury of an Imperial palace, the barons tailed the firft fruits

of their fuccefs. On the third day, the fleet and army moved to-

wards Scutari, the Afiatic fuburb of Conilantinople ; a detachment

of five hundred Greek horfe was furprifed and defeated by four-

fcore French knights ; and in a halt of nine days, the camp was

plentifully fupplled with forage and provifions.

In relating the invafion of a great empire, it may feem ftrange that Fruitiefs ne

.

Ti ir-i-ii ini • iii 111 gociation of
I have not defcnbed the obftacles which ihould have checked the pro- the emperor,

grefs of the ftrangers. The Greeks, in truth, were an unwarlike

people ; but they were rich, induftrious, and fubjecSt to the will of a

fingle man : had that man been capable of fear, when his enemies

were at a diftance, or of courage, when they approached his perfon.

The firft rumour of his nephew's alliance with the French and Ve-

netians was defpifed by the ufurper Alexius ; his flatterers per-

fuaded him, that in this contempt he was bold and fmcere ; and

each evening in the clofe of the banquet, he thrice difcomfited the

Barbarians of the Weft. Thefe Barbarians had been juftly terrified

by the report of his naval power ; and the fixteen hundred fiihing-

boats of Conftantinople '" could have manned a fleet, to fink them

in the Adriatic, or flop their entrance in the mouth of the Helle-

fpont. But all force may be annihilated by the negligence of the

prince and the venality of his minifters. The great duke, or ad-

miral, made a fcandalous, almoft a public, audion of the fails, the

mafts, and the rigging : the royal forefts were referved for the more

important purpofe of the chace j and the trees, fays Nlcetas, were

5' Et fachiez que il ne ot fi hard! cui !e pifcatorum abundare, quam illos in toto na-

cuer ne fremift (c. 67.) Chafcuns re- vigio. Habebat enim mille.et fexcentas pif-

gardoit fes armes que par terns en aront catorias naves Bellicas autem five merca-

meftier (c. 68.). Such is the honefty of cou- torias habebant infinitae multitudinis et por-

"g«• turn tutiffimum, Gunther, Hilt. C. P. c. 8.

" Eandem urbem plus in folis navibas p. lo,

I guarded
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CHAP, guarded by the eunuchs, like the groves of religious worihip ".

'_ ^- _' From his dream of pride, Alexius was awakened by the fiege of

Zara and the rapid advances of the Latins ; as foon as he faw the

danger was real, he thought it inevitable ; and his vain prefumption

was loft in abje<3: defpondency and defpair. He fufFered thefe con-

temptible Barbarians to pitch their camp in the fight of the palace
;

and his apprehenfions were thinly difguifed by the pomp and me-

nace of a fuppliant embaiTy. The fovereign of the Romans was

aftoniihed (his ambaifadors were inftrudled to fay) at the hoftile

appearance of the ftrangers. If thefe pilgrims were fincere in their

vow for the deliverance of Jerufalem, his voice muft applaud, and

his treafures ihould affift, their pious defign ; but fhould they dare

to invade the fan£tuary of empire, their numbers, were they ten

times more confiderable, ihould not protedt them from his juft re-

fentment. The anfwer of the doge and barons was fimple and mag-

nanimous. " In the caufe of honour and juftice," they faid, " we
*^ defpife the ufurper of Grece, his threats, and his offers. Our

*' friendlhip and bis allegiance are due to the lawful heir, to the

" young prince who is feated among us, and to his father^ the em-
*' peror Ifaac, who has been deprived of his fceptre, his freedom,

*' and his eyes, by the crime of an ungrateful brother. Let that

*' brother confefs his guilt, and implore forgivenefs, and we our-

*' felves will intercede, that he may be permitted to live in affluence

" and fecurity. But let him not infult us by a fecond meifage:

" our reply will be made in arms, in the palace of Conftantinople."

PaiTage of On the tenth day of their encampment at Scutari, the crufaders•
the Bol'pho- ^ ,. If r i rr c
rus, prepared themfelves, as foldiers and as catholics, ior the paliage ot

^"'^ ^'
the Bofphorus. Perilous indeed was the adventure ; the ftream was

broad and rapid ; in a calm the current of the Euxine might drive

down the liquid and unextinguiihable fires of the Greeks ; and the

oppofite ihores of Europe were defended by feventy thoufand horfe

" ief« », iiTrsi» is •nufuhtauii efiiJciTe TbTain. Nicetas in Alex.

.Comneno, 1. Hi. c 9. p. 348.

and



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 151

and foot in formidable array. On this memorable day, which hap- CHAP.
pened to be bright and pleafant, the Latins were diitributcd in fix >_ - . - _f

battles or divifions ; the firft, or vanguard, was led by the count of

Flanders, one of the moil powerful of the Chriftian princes in the

ikill and number of his crofs-bovvs. Tlie four fucceifive battles of

the French Avere commanded by his brother Henry, the counts of

St. Pol and Blois, and Matthew of Montmorency, the laft of whom
was honoured by the voluntary fervice of the marihal and nobles of

Champagne. The fixth divifion, the rear-guard and referve of the

army, was conduded by the marquis of Montferrat, at the head of

the Germans and Lombards. The chargers, faddled, with their long

caparifons dragging on the ground, were embarked in the flat

pdanders " ; and the knights flood by the fide of their horfes, in

complete armour, their helmets laced, and their lances in their

hands. Their numerous train oi fcrjcants''^ and archers occupied the

tranfports ; and each tranfport was towed by the ftrength and fwift-

nefs of a galley. The fix divifions traverfed the Bofphorus, without

encountering an enemy or an obftacle ; to land the foremoft was the

wiih, to conquer or die was the refolution, of every divifion and of

every foldier. Jealous of the pre-eminence of danger, the knights

in their heavy armour leaped into the fea, when it rofe as high as

their girdle ; the ferjeants and archers were animated by their valour;

and the fquires, letting down the draw-bridges of the palanders, led

the horfes to the ihore. Before the fquadrons could mount, and

form, and couch their lances, the feventy thoufand Greeks had

°° From the verfion of Vignere I adopt vDle, p. 27, 28. edit, du Louvre),

the well-founding word palander, which is *' To avoid the vague expreflions of fol-

ftill ufed, I believe, in the iVlediterranean. lowers, ice. I ufe, after Villehardouin, the

But had I written in French, I ihould have wora ferjeants for all horfemen who were not

preferred the original and expreffive de- knights. There were ferjeants at arms, and
nomination of •ueffiers or butters, from ferjeants at law; and if we vifit the parade

the huis, or door, which was let down and Weftminfter-hall, we may obferve the

as a draw- bridge ; but which, at fea, was ftrange refult of the diftinflion {Ducange,
ciofed into the fide of the (hip (fee Du- Gloii'ar. Latin. Servients, &c. torn. vi.

cange au Villehardouin, N° 14. and Join- p. 226— 231.).

vaniihed
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vanillied from their fight ; the timid Alexius gave the example to

his troops ; and it was only by the plunder of his rich pavillions

that the Latins were informed that they had fought againft an em-

peror. In the firft confternation of the flying enemy, they refolved

by a double attack to open the entrance of the harbour. The tower

of Galata ", in the fuburb of Pera, was attacked and ilormed by the

French, while the Venetians aflumed the more difficult tafk of

forcing the boom or chain that was ilretched from that tower to the

Byzantine fhore. After fome fruitlefs attempts, their intrepid per-

feverance prevailed : twenty ihlps of war, the relics of the Grecian

navy, were either funk or taken : the enormous and maify links of

iron were cut afunder by the ihears, or broken by the weight, of the

gallies " ; and the Venetian fleet, fafe and triumphant, rode at anchor

in the port of Conilantinople. By thefe daring atchievements, a

remnant of twenty thoufand Latins folicited the licence of befieging

a capital which contained above four hundred thoufand Inhabitants **,

able, though not willing, to bear arms in the defence of their coun-

try. Such an account would indeed fuppofe a population• of near

two millions ; but whatever abatement may be required in the

numbers of the Greeks, the belief of thofe numbers will equally

exalt the fearlefs fpirit of their afliiilants.

" It is needlefs to obferve, that on the bour. The fouth-eall would have been a

fubjeft of Galata, the chain, &c. Ducange more efFeftual wind.

is accurate and full. Confult likewife the ^^ Quatre cans mil homes ou plus (Ville-

proper chapters of the C. P. Chriftiana of hardouin, N°i34.), mull be underftood of

the fame author. The inhabitants of Ga- wi» of a military age. Le Beau (Hill, du Bas

lata were fo vain and ignorant, that they ap- Empire, torn. xx. p. 417.) allows Conftanti-

plied to themfelves St. Paul's Epiftle to the nople a million of inhabitants, of whom
Galatians. 60,000 horfe, and an infinite number of foot

*3 The veflel that broke the chain was foldiers. In its prefent decay, the capital of

named the Eagle, Aquila (Dandol. Chroni- the Ottoman empire may contain 400,000

con. p. 322.), which Blondus (de Geftis fouls (Bell's Travels, vol.ii. p. 401, 402.) ;-

Venet.) has changed \ato Jquilo the north- but as the Turks keep no regillers, and as

wind. Ducange, Obfervations, N° 83. main- circumitances are fallacious, it is impoffible

tains the latter reading; but he had not feen to afcertain (Niebuhr, Voyage en Arable,

the refpeflable text of Dandolo, nor did he torn. i. p. 18, 19.) the real populoufnefs of

«nough confider the topography of the har- their cities.

In
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In the choice of the attack, the Freich and Venetians were di- CHAP.
vided by their habits of Hfe and warfare. The former affirmed with — —

'

ti-uth, that Conftantinople was moft acceifiljle on the fide of tlie fca and cuTq^npft

and the harbour. The latter might aiTert with honour, that they ^^ "h=

had lone: enouah truiled their lives and fortunes to a frail bark and Lacins,

. - . J'^'y 7— '"•

a precarious element, and loudly demanded a trial of knighthood, a

iirm ground, and a clofe onfet, either on foot or horfeback. After

a prudent compromife, of employing the two nations by fea and

land, in the fervice beft fuited to their charafter, the fleet covering

the army, they both proceeded from the entrance to the extremity

of the harbour : the ilone bridge of the river was haftily repaired
;

and the fix battles of ihe, French formed their encampment againft

the front of the capital, the bafis of the triangle which runs about

four miles from the port to the Propontis "'. On the edge of a broad

ditch, at the foot of a lofty rampart, they had leifure to contemplate

the diiKculties of their enterprife. The gates to the right and left

of their narrow camp poured forth frequent fallies of cavalry and

light-infantry, which cut off their ftragglers, fwept the country of

provifions, founded the alarm five or Cix times in the courfe of each day,

and compelled them to plant a palliilide, and fink an entrenchment,

for their immediate fafety. In the fupplies and convoys the Vene-

tians had been too fparing, or the Franks too voracious : the ufual

complaints of hunger and fcarcity were heard, and perhaps felt

:

their flock of flour would be exhaufted in three weeks ; and their

difguft of fait meat tempted them to tafce the fleih of their horfes.

The trembling ufurper was fupported by Theodore Lafcaris, his fon-

in-law, a valiant youth, who afpired to fave and to rule his country

;

the Greeks, regardlefs of that country, were awakened to the defence

of their religion ; but their firmed: hope v-as in the fl:rength and

*^ On the moft correft plans of Conftan- his eye were not deceived, he muit reckon

tlnople, I know not how to meafure more by the old Gallic league of 1500 paces,

than 4000 paces. Yet Villehardouin com- which might ilill be ufed in Champagne,

putes the fpace at three leagues (N'' 36.)• If

Vol. VI. X fpirit
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fpirit of the Varangian guards, of the Danes and EngHih, as they

are named in the writers of the times ""^, After ten days inceffant

labour, the ground was lev^;l!ed, the ditch filled, the approaches of

the befiegers were regularly made, and two hundred and fifty en-

gines of aifault exercifed their various powers to clear the rampart,

to batter the walls, and to fap the foundations. On the firft appear-

ance of a breach, the fcaling-ladders were applied : the numbers

that defended the vantage ground repulfed and oppreifed the adven-

turous Latins ; but they admired the refolution of fifteen knights

and ferjeants, who had gained the afcent, and maintained their

perilous ftation till they were precipitated or made prifoners by the

Imperial guards. On the fide of the harbour the naval attack was

more fuccefsfully conduiled by the Venetians ; and that induftrious

people employed every refource that was known and pradtifed be-

fore the invention of gunpowder. A double line, three bow-ihots

in front, was formed by the gallies and fliips ; and the fwift motioa

of the former was fupported by the weight and loftinefs of the latter,

whofe decks, and poops, and turret, were the platforms of military

engines, that difcharged their ihot over the heads of the firft line. The

foldiers, who leaped from the gallies on iliore, immediately planted and

afcended their fcaling-ladders, while the large fhips, advancing more

flowly into the intervals, and lowering a draw-bridge, opened a way

through the air from their marts to the rampart. In the midft of

the conflid, the doge, a venerable and confpicuous form, ftood aloft

in complete armour on the pro\v of his galley. The great ftandard

of St. Mark was difplayed before him ; his threats, promifes, and

exhortations, urged the diligence of the rowers ; his veiTel was the

firft that ftruck ; and Dandolo was the firft warrior on the ihore^

The nations admired fhe magnanimity of the blind old man, with-

out reflefting that his age and infirmities diminiflied the price of

*" The guards, the Varangi, are fiyled by been their origin, a French pilgrim could

Villehardouin (N° 89. 95, &c.), Eoglois ei not be miHaken in the nations of which they

Danois avec leurs haches. Whatever had were at that time coilipofed,

2 life.
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fife, and enhanced the value of immortal glory. On a fudden, by

an invifible hand (for the ftandard-bearer was probably flain), the

banner of the republic was fixed on the rampart : twenty- five towers

were rapidly occupied ; and, by the cruel expedient of fire, the

Greeks were driven from the adjacent quarter. The doge had dif-

patched the intelligence of his fuccefs, when he was checked by the

danger of his confederates. Nobly declaring that he would rather

die with the pilgrims than gain a vidtory by their deftrudlion, Dan-

dolo relinquifhed his advantage, recalled his troops, and haftened to

the fcene of aftion. He found the fix weary diminutive battles of
*

the French encompaficd by fixty fquadrons of the Greek cavalry,

the lead of which was more numerous than the largefl: of their di-

vifions. Shame and dcfpair had provoked Alexius to the lafl: effort

of a general fally ; but he was awed by the firm order and manly

afpeit of the Latins ; and, after ikirmlihing at a diftance, withdrew

his troops in the clofe of the evening. The filence or tumult of the

night exafperated his fears ; and the timid ufurper, colleding a

treafure of ten thoufand pounds of gold, bafely deferted his wife, his

people, and his fortune ; threw himfelf into a bark, fl;ole through

the Bofphorus, and landed in ihameful fafety in an obfcure harbour

of Thrace. As foon as they were apprifed of his flight, the Greek

nobles fought pardon and peace in the dungeon where the blind

Ifaac expected each hour the vifit of the executioner. Again favcd

and exalted by the viciiTitudes of fortune, the captive in his Impe-

rial robes was replaced on the throne, and furrounded with pro-

ftrate flaves, whofe real terror and affedted joy he was incapable

of difcerning. At the dawn of day, hoftilities were fufpended
;

and the Latin chiefs were furprifed by a meifage from the lawful

and reigning emperor, who was impatient to embrace his fon and

to reward his generous deliverers ".

But

*' For the firft fiege and conqueft of Con- of the crufaders to Innocent . Gefta,

ftantinople, we may read the original letter c.91. p. 533, 534• Villehardouin, N";;—
X •9-
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C A P. But thefe generous deliverers were unwlUinp; to releafe their
LX. - .

> . / hoilage, till they had obtained from his father the payment, or at leail

oftheempe- the promife, of their recompenfe. They chofe four ambaffadors,

g°eh''s',tncih"is
Matthew of Montmorency, our hiftorian the marihal of Champagne,

fen Alexius,
^^j^^ ^^^^ Venetians, to congri^tulate the emperor. The eates were

July 19.
JO 1.

thrown open on their approach, the ilreets on both fides were lined

with the battle-axes of the Daniih and Engliih guard : the prefence-

chamber glittered with gold and jewels, the falfe fubftitutes of virtue

and power ; by the fide of the blind Ilaac, his wife was feated, the

fifter of the king of Hungary ; and by her appearance, the noble

matrons of Greece were drawn from their domeftic retirement, and

mingled with the circle of fenators and foldiers. The Latins, by

the mouth of the marihal, fpoke like men, confcious of their merits,

but who refpeded the work of their own hands ; and the emperor

clearly underftood, that his fon's engagements with Venice and the

pilgrims muft be ratified without hefitation or delay. Withdrawing

into a private chamber with the emprefs, a chamberlain, an inter-

preter, and the four ambaffadors, the father of young Alexius en-

quired with fome anxiety into the nature of his ftipulations. The

fubmifllon of the Eaftern empire to the pope, the fuccour of the

Holy Land, and a prefent contribution of two hundred thoufand

marks of filver
—" Thefe conditions are weighty," v/as his prudent

reply ; " they are hard to accept, and difficult to perform. But no

*' conditions can exceed the meafure of your fervices and deferts."

After this fatisfadory aiTurance, the barons mounted on horfeback,

and introduced the heir of Conftantinople to the city and palace : his

youth and marvellous adventures engaged every heart in his favour,

and Alexius was folemnly crowned with his father in the dome of

St. Sophia. In the firft days of his reign, the people, already blefied

99. Nicetas in Alexio Comnen. 1. iii. c. 10. to Jerufalem, or St. John d'Acre, where the

p. 349 —352. Dandolo, in Chron. p. 322. greatell part of ihe company had died of the

Gunther, and his abbot Martin, were not plague,

yet returned from their obftinate pilgrimage

With
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^vlth the reftoration of plenty and peace, was delighted by the joy-

ful cataftrophe of the tragedy ; and the difcontent of the nobles,

their regret, and their fears, were covered by the poliilied furface of

pleafure and loyalty. The mixture of two difcordant nations in the

fame capital, might have been pregnant with mifchief and danger
;

and the fuburb of Galata, or Pera, was aiTigned for the quarters of

the French and Venetians. But the liberty of trade and familiar inter-

courfe was allowed between the friendly nations ; and each day the

pilgrims were templed by devotion or curiofity to vifit the churches

and palaces of Conftantinople. Their rude minds, infenfible perhaps of

the finer arts, were aftoniihed by the magnificent fcenery : and the

poverty of their native towns enhanced the populoufnefs and riches

of the firft metropolis of Chriftendom"'. Deicending from his ftate,

yoimg Alexius was prompted by intereft and gratitude to repeat his

frequent and familiar vifits to his Latin allies ; and in the freedom

of the table, the gay petulance of the French fometimes forgot the

emperor of the Eaft*'. In their more ferious conferences, it was

agreed, that the re- union of the two churches muft be the refult of

patience and time ; but avarice was lefs tradable than zeal ; and a

large fum was inftantly diiburfed to appeafe the wants, and filence

the importunity, ot the crufaders '°. Alexius was alarmed by the

approaching: hour of their departure : their abfence might have re-

lieved him firom the engagenient which he was yet incapable of per-

** Compare, the rude energy of Ville- it \v\s the infolence of trade and a common-
hardouin (^. lOO.). 'he infide and out- we.ilrh.

fide views of Conftantinople, and their im- '° Villeh.irdouin, N" loi. Dandolo, p.

prcflion on the minds oi the pilgrims: cette 322. The dnge affirms, that the Vene-
ville (fays he) que de totes les auires ere tians were paid more (lowly than the French

;

fouveraine. See the parallel palTa^es of Ful- but he owns, that the hiflories of the two
cherius Camoteufis, Hill. Hierofol. 1. i. c. 4. nations differed en that fubjcd. Hjd he

and Will. Tyr. ii. 3. xx. 26. read Villehardouin ? The Greeks complain-
^^ As they played at dice, the Latins took ed, however, quod totius Gficiae opes tranf-

©fF his diadem, and clapped on his head a tuliifet (Gunther, Hift. C. P. c. 13.)• See

woollen or hairy cap, f.iyax wpsTTii xa. the lamentations and inveilives of Nicetas

wi.-/!:;.i-.ro».a7;ffw.«u,.»o..f/,^. (Nicetas, 358.). (p. 355.).
if thefe merry companions were Venetians,

i-o forming ^
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C HA P. forming; but his friends would have left him, naked and alone, to

v^.—«"—' the caprice and prejudice of a perfidious nation. He wiilied to

bribe their ftay, the delay of a year, by undertaking to defray their

expence, and to fatisfy, in their name, the freight of tlie Venetian

veiTels. The offer was agitated in the council of the barons ; and,

after a repetition of their debates and fcruples, a majority of votes

again acquiefced in the advice of the doge and the prayer of the

young emperor. At the price of fixteen hundred pounds of gold,

he prevailed on the marquis of Montferrat to lead him with an army

round the provinces of Europe ; to eftabliih his authority, and pur-

fue his uncle, while Conftantinople was awed by the prefence of

Baldwin and his confederates of France and Flanders. The expe-

dition was fuccefsful ; the blind emperor exulted in the fuccefs of

his arms, and liilened to the predictions of his flatterers, that the

fame Providence which had raifed him from the dungeon to the

throne, would heal his gout, reftore his fight, and watch over the

long profperity of his reign. Yet the mind of the fufpicious old

man was tormented by the rifing glories of his fon : nor could his

pride conceal from his envy, that, while his own name was pro-

nounced in faint and reludlant acclamations, the royal youth was the

theme of fpontaneous and univerfal praife ".

Quarrel of By the recent invafion, the Greeks were awakened from a dream

and Latins, of nine Centuries ; from the vain prefumption that the capital of the

Roman empire was impregnable to foreign arms. The fl:ra,ngers of

the Weft had violated the city, and beftowed the fceptre, of Con-

ftantine : their Imperial clients foon became as unpopular as them-

felves : the well-known vices of Ifaac were rendered ftill more con-

temptible by his infirmities ; and the young Alexius was hated as

an apoftate who had renounced the manners and religion of his

country. His fecret covenant with the Latins v/as divulged or fuf-

'' The reign of Alexius Comnenus oc- The Ihort reftoration of Ifaac and his fon is

cupies three books in Nicetas, p. 291—352. difpatched in five chapters, p. 352— 362.

pedted
j
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peded ; the people, and efpecially the clergy, were devoutly attach-

ed to their faith and fuperftition ; and every convent, and every

fliop, refounded v\ath the danger of the church and the tyranny of

the pope '\ An empty treafury could ill fupply the demands of

regal luxur)' and foreign extortion : the Greeks refufed to avert, by

a general tax, the impending evils of fervitude and pillage ; the op-

preifion of the rich excited a more dangerous and perfonal refent-

ment ; and if the emperor melted the plate, and defpoiled the images,

of the fandluary, he feemed to juftify the cemplaints of herefy and

facrilege. During the abfence of marquis Bonif;;ice and his Imperial

pupil, Conftantlnople was vifited with a calamity which might be

juilly imputed to the zeal and indilcretion of the Flemiih pilgrims '^

In one of their vifits to the city, they were fcandalized by the afped:

of a mofch or fynagogue, in which one God was worfhipped, without

a partner or a fon. Their effeilual mode of controverfy was to at-

tack the infidels with the fword, and their habitation with fire: but the

infidels, and fome Chriftian neighbours, prefumed to defend their lives

and properties j and the flames which bigotry had kindled confumed

the moft orthodox and innocent ilrudures. During eight days and

nights, the conflagration fpread above a league in front, from the

harbour to the Propontis, Over the thickeft and moil populous re-

gions of the city. It is not eafy to count the fl:ately churches and

palaces that were reduced to a fmoking ruin, to value the mer-

chandife that periihed in the trading fl;reets, or to number the

iamilies that were involved in the common defl:ru£lion. By this

outrage, \vhich the doge and the barons in vain aSeded to difclaim,

'* When Nicetas reproaches Alexius for '^ Nicetas (p. 55;.) is pofitive in the

his impious league, he bellows the harlhell charge, and fpecifies the Flemings (OA^/z-iovsr),

names on the pope's new religion; Kxt though he is wrong in fuppofing it an ancient--» . . , wafEKTfoTrw 7»{- . . . Tw T« name. Villehardouin (N° 107.) exculpates

wf-.tof/.iuv xem^fio»..,- xai (-' the
^
barons, and is ignorant (perhaps af-

Ti.» 7ra?,2.iji. Pwfta.o.j », (p. 3^8.). Siich was feiledly ignorant) of the names of the

the fincere language of every Greek to the guilty,

laft gafp of the empire.

the

^59
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^ '^ "^ ^• the name of the Lathis became illll more unpopular; and the

*. ,—_/ colony of that nation, above fifteen thoufand perfons, confulted their

fafety in a hafty retreat from the city to the proteition of their

ftandard in the fuburb of Pera. The emperor returned in triumph
j

but the firmeft and moil dextrous policy would have been infuffi-

clent to fleer him through the tempeft, which overwhelmed the per-

fon and government of that unhappy youth. His own inclination,

and his father's advice, attached him to his benefadlors ; but Alexiua

hefitated between gratitude and patriotifm, between the fear of his

fubje£ts and of his allies '*. By his feeble and fluiluating conduit

he loft the efteem and confidence of both ; and, while he invited

the marquis of Montferrat to occupy the palace, he fuiFered the

nobles to confpire, and the people to arm, for the deliverance of their

country. Regardlefs of his painful fituation, the Latin chiefs re-

peated their demands, refented his delays, fufpedled his intentions,

and exaded a decifive anfwer of peace or war. The haughty funi-

mons was delivered by three French knights and three Venetian

deputies, who girded their fwords, mounted their horfes, pierced

through the angry multitude, and entered with a fearlefs coun-

tenance the palace and prefence of the Greek emperor. In a per-

emptory tone, they recapitulated their fervices and his engage-

ments ; and boldly declared, that unlefs their juft claims were fully

and immediately fatisfied, they ihould no longer hold him either as

a fovereign or a friend. After this defiance, the firft that had ever

woun Jed an Imperial ear, they departed without betraying any

fymptoms of fear ; but their efcape from a fervile palace and a

furious city aftoniihed the ambaifadors themfelves ; and their return

to the camp was the fignal of mutual hoftility.

The war re- Among the Greeks, all authority and wifdom were overborne by

A. 0/1204. the impetuous multitude, who miftook their rage for valour, their

' Compare the fufpicions and complaints nocent. . c. 92. p. 534 ), cum patriarcha

of Nicetas (p. 3i;9 -^joz ) with the blunt et mole nobilium, nobis promiflls perjurus et

charges of Baldwin of Flanders (Geila In- Hiendax.

numbers



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ,6r

numbers for ftrength, and-their fanaticlfm for the fupport and infpi- C A p.

ration of Heaven. In the eyes of both nations Alexius was falfe _ .

"

._r

and contemptible : the bafe and fpurlous race of the Angeli was re-

jedted with clamorous difdain ; and the people of Conftantinople

encompafled the fenate, to demand at their hands a more worthy

emperor. To every fenator, confpicuous by his birth or dignity,

they fucceflively prefented the purple : by each fenator the deadly

garment was repulfed : the conteft lafted three days ; and we may

learn from the hiftorian Nicetas, one of the members of the aflera-

bly, that fear and weaknefs were the guardians of their loyalty. A
phantom, who vanifhed in oblivion, was forcibly proclaimed by the

crowd "
; but the author of the tumult, and the leader of the war,

was a prince of the houfe of Ducas ; and his common appellation of

Alexius muft be difcriminated by the epithet of Mourzoufle '*,

which in the vulgar idiom exprefled the clofe jundlion of his black

and ihaggy eye-brows. At once a patriot and a courtier, the per-

fidious Mourzoufle, Vvho was not deilitute of cunning and courage,

oppofed the Latins both in fpeech and action, inflamed the paflions

and prejudices of the Greeks, and infinuated himfelf into the favour

and confidence of Alexius, who truiled him with the office of great

chamberlain, and tinged his buikins with the colours of royalty.

At the dead of night he ruihed into the bed-chamber with an

affrighted afpeft, exclaiming, that the palace was attacked by the

people and betrayed by the guards. Starting from his couch, the

unfufpeding prince threw himfelf into the arms of his enemy, who
had contrived his efcape by a private ftaircafe. But that ftaircafe

terminated in a prifon ; Alexius was feized, ftripped, and loaded

with chains ; and, after tailing fome days the bitternefs of death,

" His name was Nicholas Canabus ; he a prince of the blood, Angelus and Ducas.

deferved the praife of Nicetas and the venge- Ducange, who pries into every corner, be-

ance of Mourzoufle (p. 362.). lieves him to be the fon of Ifaac Ducas Se-
'* Villehardouin (N°ii6.) fpeaks of him baftocrator, and fecond couitn of young

as a favourite, without knowing that he was Alexius.

Vol. VI. he
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C HA P. he was polfoned, or ilrangled, or beaten with clubs, at the command,

>_-, -'
. and in the prefence, of the tyrant. The emperor Ifaac Angelas

his^fa"her'cle- foon foUowed his fon to the grave, and Mourzoufle, perhaps, might

Momz^oufle ^P^re the fuperfluous crime of haftening the extiudion of impotence

February 8. ^nd blindnefs.

Second fiege, The death of the emperors, and the ufurpatlon of Mourzoufle, had

^pril. changed the nature of the quarrel. It was no longer the difagreement

of allies who over-valued their fervices, or negleded their obligations :

the French and Venetians forgot their complaints againft Alexius,

dropt a tear on the untimely fate of their companion, and fwore re-

venge againft the perfidious nation who had crowned his aflaffin.

Yet the prudent doge was ftill inclined to negociate ; he aiked as a

debt, a fubfidy, or a fine, fifty thoufand pounds of gold, about two

millions fterling ; nor would the conference have been abruptly

broken, if the zeal, or policy, of Mourzoufle had not refufed to fa-

crifice the Greek church to the fafety of the ftate". Amidft the in-

vedives of his foreign and domeftic enemies, ve may difcern, that

he was not unworthy of the charader which he had aiTumed, of

the public champion : the fecond fiege of Conftantinople was far

more laborious than the firft ; the treafury was repleniihed, and

difcipline was reftored, by a fevere inquifition into the abufes of the

former reign ; and Mourzoufle, an iron mace in his hand, vifiting

the pofts, and affeding the port and afped of a warrior, was an ob-

jed of terror, to his foldiers, at leaft, and to his kinfmen. Before

and after the death of Alexius, the Greeks made two vigorous and

W'ell-conduded attempts to burn the navy in the harbour ; but the

ikill and courage of the Venetians repulfed the fire-ihips ; and the

vagrant flames wafted themfelves without injury in the fea '\ In a

^' This negociation, probable in itfelf, the fleet (Geft. c. 92. p- 534> 535•) ! Ville-

and attefted by Nicetas (p. 365.)> is omitted hardouin (N^iij— 1 15.) only defcribes the

as fcandalous by the delicacy of Dandolo and firil. It is remarkable, that neither of thefe

Villehardouin. warriors obferve any peculiar properties in

'^ Baldwin mentions both attempts to fire the Greek fire.

7 nodurnal
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nodiirnal fally, the Greek emperor was vanquifhed by Henry CHAP,
brother of the count of Flanders : the advantages of number and ._ -.-

, _f

furprife aggravated the ihame of his defeat ; his buckler was found

on the field of battle ; and the Imperial ftandard ", a divine image

of the Virgin, was prefented, as a trophy and a relic, to the

Ciftercian monks, the difciples of St. Bernard. Near three months,

without excepting the holy feafon of Lent, were confumed in ikir-

miilies and preparations, before the Latins were ready or refolved

for a general aiTault. The land-fortifications had been found im-

pregnable ; and the Venetian pilots reprefented, that, on the ihore

of the Propontis, the anchorage was unfafe, and the ihips muft be

driven by the current far away-to the ftreights of the Hellefpont

;

a profpedt not unpleafing to the reludtant pilgrims, who fought every

opportunity of breaking the army. From the harbour, therefore,

the affault was determined by the afiailants, and expected by the

befieged ; and the emperor had placed his fcarlet pavillions on a

neighbouring height, to direit and animate the efforts of his troops,

A fearlefs fpedator, whofe mind could entertain the ideas of pomp
and pleafure, might have admired the long array of two embattled

armies, which extended above half a league, the one on the ihips

and gallies, the other on the walls and towers raifed above the

ordinary level by feveral ftages of wooden turrets. Their firft fury-

was fpent in the difcharge of darts, ftones, and fire, from the

engines ; but the water was deep ; the French were bold ; the Ve-

netians were flcilful ; they approached the walls ; and a defperate

conflict of fwords, fpears, and battle-axes, was fought on the trem-:

bling bridges that grappled the floating, to the ftable, batteries. In

more than an hundred places, the affault was urged, and the de-

fence was fuftained ; till the fuperiority of ground and numbers

finally prevailed, and the Latin trumpets founded a retreat. On

"' Ducange (N°ii9.) pcurs forth a tor- as a trophy and relic: if it be genuine, the

rent of learning on the Gonfanon Imperial, pious doge rauft have cheated the monks of

This banner of the \^irgin is ihewn at Venice Citeaux.

2 the



i64 THE DECLINE AND FALL

the enfuing days, the attack was renewed with equal vigour and a

fimilar event ; and, in the night, the doge and the barons held a

council, apprehenfive only for the public danger : not a voice pro-

nounced the words of efcape or treaty ; and each warrior, according

to his temper, embraced the hope of vidory or the affurance of a

glorious death *°. By the experience of the former fiege, the Greeks

were inilrudled, but the Latins were animated ; and the knowledge,

that Conftantinople might be taken, was of more avail than the local

precautions which that knowledge had infpired for its defence. In

the third aifault, two fliips were linked together to double their

ftrength ; a ftrong north wind drove them on the ihore ; the biihops

of Troyes and Soiflbns led the van ; and the aufpicious names of

the pilgrim and the paradife refounded along the line °'. The epi-

fcopal banners were difplayed on the walls ; an hundred marks of

filver had been promafed to the firft adventurers ; and if their reward

was intercepted by death, their names have been immortalifed by

fame. Four towers were fcaled ; three gates were burfl: open ; and

the French knights, who might tremble on the waves, felt them-

felves invincible on horfeback on the folid ground. Shall I relate

that the thoufands who guarded the emperor's perfon fled on the

approach and before the lance of a fmgle warrior ? Their ignomi-

nious flight is attefted by their countryman Nicetas ; an army of

phantoms marched with the French hero, and he was magnified to

a giant in the eyes of the Greeks '\ While the fugitives deferted

their polls and caft away their arms, the Latins entered the city

under the banners of their leaders ; the ftrcets and gates opened for

^° Villehardouin (N° 126.) confefles, that ^* With an allufion to Homer, Nicetas

mult ere grant peril ;. and Guntherus (Hlft, calls him h;ta ofyvtac, nine orgyae, or eighteen

C. P. c. 13.) affirms, that nulla fpes vidlorioe yards high, a Hature which would indeed

arridere poterat. Yet the knight defpifes have excufed the terror of the Greek. On
thofe who thought of flight, and the monk this occafion, the hillorian feems fonder of

praifes his countrymen who were refolved. on the marvellous, than of his country, or per-

death. haps of truth. Baldwin exclaims in the words
" Baldwin, and all the writers, honour of the pfalmift, perlequitur unus ex nobis

ths names of thcfe two gallies, felici aufpicio. centum alienos.

iheir
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the! I• pafliige ; and either defign or accident kindled a third confla- CHAP.
gration, which conl'umed in a few hours the meafure of three of the « A—»,

larn-eft cities of France". In the clofe of evening, the barons checked

their troops and fortified their ftatious ; they were awed by the ex-

tent and populoufnefs of the capital, which might yet require the

labour of a month, if the churches and palaces were confcious of

their internal ftrength. But in the morning, a fuppliant proceflion,

with croiTes and images, announced the fubmiifion of the Greeks,

and deprecated the wrath of the conquerors : the ufurper efcaped

through the golden gate ; the palaces of Blachernai and Boucoleon

were occupied by the count of Flanders and the marquis of Mont-

ferrat ; and the empire which ftill bore the name of Conftantine,

and the title of Roman, was fubverted by the arms of the Latin

pilgrims'*.

Conftantinople had been taken by ftorm ; and no reftralnts, except Pillage of

. .
Conftantino-

thofe of religion and humanity, were impoled on the conquerors pie.

by the laws of war. Boniface marquis of Montferrat ftill a£l:ed as

their general ; and the Greeks, who revered his name as that of

their future fovereign, were heard to exclaim in a lamentable tone,

" Holy marquis-king, have mercy upon us !" His prudence or

compaffion opened the gates of the city to the fugitives ; and he ex-

horted the foldiers of the crofs to fpare the lives of their fellow-

Chriftians. The ftreams of blood that flow down the pages of

•Nicetas, may be reduced to the flaughter of two thoufand of his un-

r^fiftlng countrymen ^'
j and the greater part was maiTacred, not by

the

*' Villehardouin (N° 130.) is again igno- 375•) ; and borrow fome hints from Dandolo

rant of the authors of ihis more legitimate (Chron. Venet. p. 323—330.) and Gun-
fire, which is afcribed by Gunther to a ther (Hill. C. P. c. 14— 18.), who add the

quidam connes Teutonicus (c. 14-). They decorations of prophecy and vifion. The
feem afhamed, the incendiaries! former produces an oracle of the Erythraian

*•• For the fecond fiege and conqueft of fybil, of a great armament on the Adriatic,

Conftantinople, fee Villehardouin (N° 1 13

—

under a blind chief, againft Byzantium, &c.

132.), Baldwin's ii*Epiftle to Innocent in. Curious enough, were the predidlion anterior

(Gefta, c. gz. p. 534—537.), with the whole to the fail,

leign of Mourzoufle, in Nicetas (p. 363— " Ceciderunt tamen ea die civium quafi

duo
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CHAP, the ilrangers, but by the Latins, who had been driven from the

«——V

—

-J city, and who exercifed the revenge of a triumphant fadion. Yet

of thefe exiles, fome w^ere lefs mindful of injuries than of benefits

;

and Nicetas himfelf was indebted for his fafety to the generofity of

a Venetian merchant. Pope Innocent the third accufes the pilgrims

of refpeding, in their luft, neither age nor fex, nor religious pro-

feiTion ; and bitterly laments that the deeds of darknefs, fornication,

adultery, and inceft, were perpetrated in open day ; and that noble

matrons and holy nuns were polluted by the grooms and peafants

of the Catholic camp^^ It is indeed probable that the licence of

vidtory prompted and covered a multitude of fins : but it is certain,

that the capital of the Eafl: contained a flock of venal or willing

beauty, fufficient to fatiate the defires of twenty theuiand pilgrims
;

and female prifoners were no longer fubjed; to the right or abufe of

domeftic ilavery. The marquis of Montferrat was the patron of

difcipline and decency ; the count of Flanders was the mirrour of

chaftity : they had forbidden, under pain of death, the rape of mar-

ried women, or virgins, or nuns ; and the proclamation was fome-

times invoked by the vanquiflied" and refpeded by the vidors.

Their cruelty and luft were moderated by the authority of the chiefs,

and feelings of the foldiers ; for we are no longer defcribing an ir-

ruption of the northern favages ; and however ferocious they might

ftill appear, time, policy, and religion, had civilized the manners of

the French, and ftill more of the Italians. But a free fcope was

allowed to their avarice, which was glutted, even in the holy vcek,

by the pillage of Conftantinople. The right of vidory, unihackled

duo millia, &c. (Gunther, c. i8.) Arith- tronas et virgincsDeoquedicatas, e.vpofuerunt

metic is an excellent touchllone to try tlie fpurtitiis garcionum. A^illehardcuin takes

amplifications of paflion and rhetoric. no notice of tliefe common incidents'.

' 8" Qiiidam (fays Innocent III. Gelia, " Nicetas faved, and afterwards married,

c. 94. p. 538.) nee religion), nee, aetati nee a noble virgin (p. 380.), whom a foldier ewi

fexui pcperccrunt: fed fornicationes, adulte- f/.c-frycji ',; c!/,io» i-i£(Df,wi/.i>o;, had almou

ria, et incellus in occulis omnium exercentes, violated in fpite of the, inu'h^'.ata. w
non folum maritatatas et viduas, fed et ma- •>.=>;;«.

by
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by any promlfe or treaty, had confifcatcd the public and private

weahh of the Greeks ; and every hand, according to its fize and

ilrength, might lawfully execute the fentence and feize the forfeiture.

A portable and univerfal ftandard of exchange was found in the

coined and uncoined metals of gold and filver, which each captor at

home or abroad might convert into the poiTeihons moil fuitable

to his temper and fituation. Of the treafures, which trade and

luxury had accumulated, the filks, velvets, furs, the gems, fpices,

and rich moveables, w^ere the moil precious, as they could not be

procured for money in the ruder countries of Europe. An order of Diviiion of

rapine was inftituted ; nor was the ihare of each individual aban-

doned to induftry or chance. Under the tremendous penalties of

perjury, excommunication and death, the Latins were bound to

deliver their plunder into the common ilock : three churches were

feledted for the depofit and diftribution of the fpoil: a fingle ihare was

allotted to a foot foldier ; two for a ferjeant on horfeback ; four to a

knight; and larger proportions according to the rank and merit of the

barons and princes. For violating this facred engagement, a knight

belonging to the count of St. Paul was hanged with his ihield and

coat of arms round his neck: his'lsxample might render fimilar of-

fenders more artful and difcreet ; but avarice was more powerful

than fear ; and it is generally believed, that the fecret far exceeded

the acknowledged plunder. Yet the magnitude of the prize fur-

paifed the largeft fcale of experience or expeftation ^^ After the

whole had been equally divided between the French and Venetians,

fifty thouiand marks were deduded to fatisfy the debts of the

former and the demands of the latter. The refidue of the French

amounted to four hundred thoufand marks of filver °', about eight

hundred
'^ Of the general mafs of weahlr. Gun- win (Gefta, c. 92.), ut tantum tota non vi-

ther obferves, ut de pauperibus et advcnis deatur poilidere Latinitas.

civesditiffimiredderentur (Huh C.P. c.iS.); "» Villehardouin, N" 133— 135. Inflead

Vilkhardouin (N" 132.), that Hncf the crea- of 400,000, there is a various reading of

tion, nefu lantgaaignie daas uneviUe; Bald- 5.0,000. The Venetians had oiFercd to toke
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CHAP, hundred thoufand pounds fterling ; nor can I better appreciate the

,
'

• value of that fum in the pubUe and private tranfadions of the age,

than by defining it as feven times the annual revenu» of the king-

dom of England '°.

Miferyof the In tbis great revolution wre enjoy the fmgular felicity of com-
"^" ^'

paring the narratives of Villehardouin and Nicetas, tbe oppofite feel-

ings of the marihal of Champagne and the Byzantine fenator °'.

At the firft view it ihould feem that the wealth of Conftantinople

was only transferred from one nation to another ; and that the lofs and

forrow of the Greeks is exadtly balanced by the joy and advantage

of the Latins. But in the miferable account of war, the gain is

never equivalent to the lofs, the pleafure to the pain : the fmiles of

the Latins were tranfient and fallacious ; the Greeks for ever wept

over the ruins of their country ; and their real calamities were ag-

gravated by faciilege and mockery. What benefits accrued to the

conquerors from the three fires which annihilated fo vail a portion of

the buildings and riches of the city ? What a flock of fuch things,

as could neither be ufed nor tranfported, was malicioufly or wan-

tonly deftroyed ? How much treafure was idly wailed in gaming,

debauchery, and riot ? And what precious objedls were bartered

for a vile price by the impatience or ignorance of the foldiers,

whofe reward was ftolen by the bafe induilry of the laft of the

Greeks ? Thefe alone, who had nothing to lofe, might derive fome

profit from the revolution ; but the mifery of the upper ranks of

fociety is ilrongly painted in the perfonal adventures of Nicetas him-

the whole booty, and to give 400 marks to year (Matthew Paris, p. 451. Hume's Hiilory

each knight, 200 to each prieft and horfe- of England, vol. ii. p. 170.).

man, and 100 to each foot-foldier: they s• The diforders of the fack of Conftanti-

, would have been great lofers (Le Beau, Hift. nople, and his own adventures, are feelingly

du Bas-Empire, tom. xx, p. 506. I know defcribed by Nicetas, p. 367— 369. and in

not from whence). the Status Urb. C. P. p. 375—384. His
9° At the council of Lyons (A. D. 1245), complaints even of facrilege are juftified by

the Engliih ambaffadors ftated the revenue Innocent ill. (Gefta, c. 92.); but Ville-

of the crown as below that of the foreign hardouin does not betray a fymptom of pity

clergy, which amounted to 60,000 marks a or remorfe.

9 felf.
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felf. His ftately palace had been reduced to aflies in the fecond con- CHAP,
flagration ; and the lenator, with his family and friends, found an '' ^

'

^

obfcure ihelter in another houfe which he poflefled near the church

of St. Sophia. It was the door of this mean habitation that his

friend the Venetian merchant guarded in the difguife of a foldier,

till Nicetas could fave, by a precipitate flight, the relics of his fortune

and the chaftity of his daughter. In a cold wintry feafon, thefe

fugitives, nurfed in the lap of profperity, departed on foot ; his wife

was with child ; the defertion of their flaves compelled them to carry

their baggage on their own ihoulders ; and their women, whom
they placed in the centre, were exhorted to conceal their beauty

with dirt, inftead of adorning it with paint and jewels. Every ftep

was expofed to infult and danger : the threats of the ftrangers were

lefs painful than the taunts of the plebeians, with whom they were

now levelled ; nor did the exiles breathe in fafety till their mourn-

ful pilgrimage was concluded at Selymbria, above forty miles from

the capital. On the way they overtook the patriarch, without at-

tendance and almofi: without apparel, riding on an afs, and reduced

to a ftate of apoftolical poverty, which, had it been voluntary, might

perhaps have been meritorious. In the mean while, his defolate

churches were profaned by the licentioufnefs and party zeal of the

Latins. After ftripping the gems and pearls, they converted the Sacrilege and

chalices into drinking-cups ; their tables, on which they gamed and

feafted, were covered with the pldures of Chrift and the faints

;

and they trampled under foot the moft venerable objeds of the

Chriftian worfhip. In the cathedral of St. Sophia, the ample veil of

the fanduary was rent afunder for the fake of the golden fringe ; and

the altar, a monument of art and riches, M-as broken in pieces and

ihared among the captors. Their mules and horfes were laden with

the wrought filver and gilt carvings, which they tore down from the

doors and pulpit; and if the beads ftumbled under the burthen,

they were ftabbed by their impatient drivers, and the holy pavement

Vol. \T. Z ftreamed
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ftreamed with their impure blood. A proftitute was feated on thir

throne of the patriarch ; and that daughter of Beiial, as ihe is ftyled,

fung and danced in the church, to ridicule the hymns and proceffions'

of the Orientals. Nor were the repofitories of the royal dead fecure-

from violation : in the church of the apoftles, the tombs of the

emperors were rifled ; and it is faid, that after fix centuries the•

corpfe of Juftinian was found without any figns of decay or putre-

fadion. In the ftreets^ the French and Flemings clothed themfelves-

and their horfes in painted robes and flowing head-drefi'es of linen j

and the coarfe intemperance of their feafts" infulted the fplen-

did fobrietj of the Eaft. To expofe the arms of a people of fcribes

and fcholars, they afFefted to difplay a pen, an ink-horn, and a iheef

of paper, without difcerning that the infl:ruments of fcience and'

•valour were alike feeble and ufelefs in the hands of the modem
Greeks.

Deilruftion Their reputation and their language encouraged them, however,

to defpife the ignoranCe, and to overlook the progrefs, of the Latins'V

In the love of the arts, the national difference was ftill more ob-

vious and real; the Greeks preferved with reverence the works of'

their ancefl:ors,. \vhich they could not imitate ; and, in the deftruc—

tion of the ftatues of Conft^antinople, we are provoked to join in.

the complaints and invediives of the Byzantine hifl:orian'*. We•

have feen how the rifing city was adorned by the vanity and dcfpot*

ifm of the Imperial founder: in the ruins of paganifm, fome gods

and heroes were faved from the axe of fuperilition ; and the forum..

'^ If I rightly apprehend the Greek of guage, the Latins of the xii'•' and !"» cen-

Nicetas's receipts, their favourite diihes were turies were not deflitute of literature. See

boiled buttocks of beef, fait pork and peafe, Harris's Philological Inquiries, p. iii. c. 9,
and foup made of garlic and iharp or four 10, 11.

herbs (p. 38:.). »+ Nicetas was of Chona; in Phrygia (the
'^ Nicetas ufes very harfti expreffions, ? old Coloffe of St. Paul): he raifed himfelf«// BafiS^fHK» Jiai / to the honours of fenator, judge of the veil,

(Fragment, apud Fabric. Fibliot. Graec. and great logothete; beheld the fall of the

tom.vi. p. 414..). This reproach, it is true, empire, retired to Nice, and compofed an
applies moll ftrongly to their ignorance of elaborate hiftory from the death of Alexius

Greek and of Homer. In theis own Ian- Coir.aenus to the rcigt» of Henry.

and

cf t.heilatues.
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«ncl hippodrome were dignified with the relics of a better age. Se- chap,
veral of thefe are defcribed by Nicetas ", in a florid and affeded '

ilyle ; and, from his defcriptions, I ihall feleft iome interefting par-

ticulars. I. The vidorious charioteers were <:aft in bronze, at their

own, or the public, charge, and fitly placed in the hippodrome

:

ihey flood aloft in their chariots, wheeling round the goal ; the fpcc-

tators could admire their attitude, and judge of the refemblance

;

and of thefe figures, the moft perfedl might have been tranfported

from the Olympic ftadium. 2. The fphynx, river-horie, and» cro-

codile, denote the climate and manufadure of Egypt, and the fpoils

of that ancient province. 3. The ihe-wolf fuckling Romulus and

'Remus ; a fabjeil alike p'eafing to the old and the new Romans
;

but which could rarely be treated before the decline of the Greek

fculpture. 4. An eagle holding and tearing a ferpent in his talons
;

a domeftic monument of the Byzantines, which they afcribed, not

to a human artift, but to the magic power of the philofopher Apol-

lonius, who, by this talifman, delivered the city from fuch venomous

reptiles. 5. An afs and his driver; which were ereded by Au-

guftus in his colony of Nicopolis, to commemorate a verbal omen

of the victory of Adium. 6. An cqueftrian ftatue ; which paiTed,

in the vulgar opinion, for Jofliua, the Jewilh conqueror, ftretching

out his hand to flop the courfe of the defcending fun. A more

clailical tradition recognifed the figures of Bellerophon and Pegafus

;

and the free attitude of the fteed feemed to mark that he trod on

air, rather than on the earth. 7. A fquare and lofty obeliik of brafs
;

the fides were emboiTed with a variety of pidurefque and rural

fcenes : birds fmging ; ruftics labouring, or playing on their pipes
;

Cieep bleating ; lambs ikipping ; the fca, and a fcene of fiih and

iiihing ; little naked cuplds laughing, playing, and pelting each other

with apples ; and, on the fummit, a female figure turning with the

" A manufcript of Nicetas in the Bodleian Fabricius (Bibliot. Grsc. totn. vi. p. 40;

—

Tibrary, contains this curious fragment on the 416.). and immoderately praifed by the late

ftatues of Conftantinople, which fraud, or ingenious Mr. Harris of Saiiibury (Pliilolo-

fiiame, or rather careleifHefs, has dropt in gical Inquiries, p. iii. c. 5. p. 301— 312•)•

dte common editions. It is publifhed by

2 fiisrhtefl
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CHAP, flighteft breath, and thence denominated the 's aitcndant,

\ .
_ 8. The Phrygian ihepherd prefenting to Venus the prize of beauty,

the apple of difcord. 9. The incomparable ftatue of Helen ; which

is delineated by Nicetas in the words of admiration and love : her

well-turned feet, fnowy arms, rofy lips, bewitching fmiles, fwim-

ming eyes, arched eye-brows, the harmony of her ihape, the light-

nefs of her drapery, and her flowing locks that waved in the wind

:

a beauty that might have moved her Barbarian deilroyers to pity

and^emorfe. 10. The manly or divine form of Hercules °*, as he

was reftored to life by the mafter-hand of Lyfippus ; of fuch mag-

nitude, that his thumb was equal to the waift, his leg to the ftature,

of a common man °'
; his cheft ample, his ihoulders broad, his limbs

ftrong and mufcular, his hair curled, his afpeil commanding. "With-

out his bow, or quiver, or club, his lion's fkin carelefsly thrown over

him, he was feated on an ofier bafltet, his right leg and arm ftretched

to the utmofl:, his left knee bent, and fupporting his elbow, his head

reclining on his left hand, his countenance indignant and penfive.

II. A coloflal ftatue of Juno, which had once adorned her temple

of Samos ; the enormous head by four yoke of oxen was labori-

oufly drawn to the palace. 12. Another coloflTus, of Pallas or

Minerva, thirty feet in height, and reprefenting with admirable

fpirit the attributes and charader of the martial maid. Before we

accufe the Latins, it is juft to remark, that this Pallas was deftroyed

after the firft fiege, by the fear and fuperftition of the Greeks them-

felves °\ The other ftatues of brafs which 1 have enumerated, were

broken and melted by the unfeeling avarice of the crufadei-s : the

coft and labour were confumed in a moment ; the foul of genius

evaporated in fmoke ; and the remnant of bafe metal was coined

«" To illuftrate the ftatue of Hercules, Mr. may poffibly fliew, that the boafled tafte of

Harris quotes a Greek epigram, and engraves Nicetas was no more than affeoUtion and
a beautiful gem, which does not however vanity.

copy the attitude of the ftatue: in the latter, 5' Nicetas in Ifaaco Angelo et Alexlo,

Hercules had not his club, and his right leg c. 3. p. 359. The Latin editor very properly

and arm were extended. obferves, that the hiftorian, in his bombaft
" I tranfcribe thefe proportions, which ap- ftyle, produces ex pulice elephantem.

pear to me inconfillent with each other j and

into
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into money for the payr-.ent of the troops. Bronze is not th^ mQft ^

durable of monuments: from the marble forms of Phidias and v_

Praxiteles, the Latins might turn alide with ftupid contempt " ; but

unlefs they were cruflied by fome accidental injury, thofe ufelefs

ftones itood fecure on their pedeftals "°°. The moft enlightened of

the ftrangers, above the grofs and fenfual purfuits of their country-

men, more pioufly exercifed the right of conqueft in the fearch and

ieizure of the relics of the faints "". Immenfe was the fupply of

heads and bones, crofles and images, that were fcattered by this re-

volution over the churches of Europe ; and fuch was the encreafe

of pilgrimage and oblation, that no branch, perhaps, of more lu-

crative plunder was imported from the Eaft '". Of the writings of

antiquity, many that ftill exifted in the twelfth century are now

loft. But the pilgrims were not folicitous to fave or tranfport the

volumes of an unknown tongue : the periihable fubftance of paper or

parchment can only he preferved by the multiplicity of copies ; the

literature of the Greeks had almoft centered in the metropolis ; and,

without computing the extent of our lofs, we may drop a tear over the

libraries that have periihed in the triple fire of Conftantinople'°\

•

" In two paflages of Nicetas (edit. Paris,

360. F-bric. p. 408.), the Latins are

branded wi'h the lively reproach of ii ts »
a»£far«i (3^':•, and their avarice of brafs

is clearly exprefled. Yet the Venetians had

the merit of r-^moving four bronze horfes from

Conftantinople to the place of St. M.irk (Sa-

nuto, Vite del Dcgi, in I\Iuratori, Script. Re-

rum Italicarum, torn. xxii. p. 534.).
•"" Winckelman, Hift. de I'Art, torn. iii.

p. 269, 270.
'°' See the pious robbery of the abbot

Martin, who transferred a rich cargo to his

monaftery of Paris, diocefe of Bafil (Gun-
tber,. Hift. C. P. c. 19. 23, 24.). Yet in

lecreting this booty, the faint incurred an ex-

communication, and perhaps broke his 03th.
'°* Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. torn. xvi. p. 139— 145.
'"' I ihali conclude this chapter with the

notice of a modern hiftory, which illuftrates

i8

the taking of Conftantinople by the Latins;

but which has fallen fomewhat late into my
hands. Paolo Ramufio, the fon of the com-

piler of voyages, was direfted by the fenate

of Venice to » rite the hiftory of the conqueft ;

and this order, which he received in his

youth, he executed in a mature age, by an

elegant Latin work, de Bc-IIo Conftantinopo-

litano ec Impcratoribus Comnenis per Gallos

et Venetos reftitntis (Venet. 1635, in folio).

RamuflO, or Rhamnufus, tranfcribes and

tranflates fequitur ad unguem, a MS. of Ville-

hardouin, which he pofleiTed ; but he en-

riches his narrative with Greek and Latin

materials, and we are indebted to him for a

corredl ftate of the fleet, the names of the

fifty Venetian nobles who commanded the

gallies of the republic, and the patriot oppo-

fition of Pantaleon Barbus to the choice of

the doge for emperor,
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€ A P. LXL

Partition of the Empire by the French and Venetians.—^

Five Latin Emperors of the Houfes of Flanders and

Courtenay,—'Their Wars agai7ifi the Bulgarians and

Greeks.—Weaknefs and Poverty of the Latin Empire.

—Recovery of Confiantinople by the Greeks.—General

Co7feque7ices of the Crufades.

^
Lxf

^* A FTER the death of the lawful princes, the French and Vene-
' ' •* -*- tlans, confident of juftice and vidory, acreed to divide and
Eleftion of 11•/- rr m «

JO
the emperor regulate their future . It was ftipulated by treaty, that

A. ^]\\, twelve eledors, fix of either nation, ihould be nominated ; that a
Ma/9— i6. majority ihould chufe the emperor of the Eaft ; and that, if the

votes were equal, the decifion of chance ihould afcertain the fucceiT-

ful candidate. To him, with all the titles and prerogatives of the

Byzantine throne, they affigned the two palaces of Boucoleon and

Blachernse, with a fourth part of the Greek monarchy. It was de-

fined that the three remaining portions ihould be equally ihared be-

tween the republic of Venice and the barons of France ; that each

feudatory, with an honourable exception for the doge, ihould

acknowledge and perform the duties of homage and military fer-

vice to the fupreme head of the empire : that the nation which

gave an emperor, ihould refign to their brethren the choice X)f a

• See the original treaty of partition, in in his Obfervations, and the i" book of his

the Venetian Chronicle of Andrew Dandolo, Hiftoire de Conftantinople fous rEmpire de»

p. 316— 330. and 'tlie fubfequent eleflion in Franjois.

Villehardouin, N° 136— 140. with Ducange

patriarch
\
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patriarch ; and that the pilgrims, whatever might be their impatience CHAP.,

to vifit the Holy Land, ihould devote another year to the con- >- y
'

»

queft «nd defence of the Greek provinces. After the conqueil of

Conftantinople by the Latins, the treaty was confirmed and exe-

cuted ; and the firft and moil important ftep was the creation of an

emperor. The fix eledors of the French nation were all ecclefiaftics,

the abbot of Loces, the archbiihop eled of Acre in Paleftine, and

the biihops of Troyes, Soifibns, Halberftadt, and Bethlehem, the laft

of whom exercifed in the camp the office of pope's legate : their

profeifion and knowledge were refpeitable ; and as they could

be the objeds, they were beft qualified to be the authors, of the

choice. The fix Venetians were the principal fervants of the ftate,

and in this lift the noble families of Querini and Contarini are ftill

proud to difcover their anceftors. The twelve aflembled in the

chapel of the palace ; and after the folemn invocation of the Holy

Ghoft, they proceeded to deliberate and vote. A juft impulfe of

refpe(it and gratitude prompted them to crown the virtues of the

doge ; his wifdom had infpired their enterprife ; and the moft youth-

ful knights might envy and applaud the exploits of blindnefs' and

age. But the patriot Dandolo was devoid of all perfonal ambition,

and fully fatisfied that he had been judged worthy to reign. His

nomination was over-ruled by the Venetians themfelves : his coun-

trymen, and perhaps his friends % reprefented, with the eloquence

of truth, the mifchiefs that might arife to national freedom and the

common caufe, from the union of two incompatible charailers, of

the firft magiftrate of a republic and the emperor of the Eaft. The

exclufion of the doge left room for the more equal merits of Boni-

face and Baldwin ; and at their names all meaner candidates re-

fpe£tfully withdrew. The marquis of Montferrat was recommended

After mentioning the BOmination of the tione fatis probabili, S:c. which has been
doge by a French eledlor, his kinfman An- embroidered by modern writers from Blondus •

drew Dandolo approves his exclufion, 'qnidam to Le Beau,
Venetorum lidelis et nobilis fenex, ufus ora-

by-
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CHAP, by his mature age and fair reputation, by the choice of the adven-

.- . ' turers and the wiihes of the Greeks ; nor can I beUeve that Venice,

the miftrefs of the fea, could be ferioufly apprehenfive of a petty lord

at the foot of the Alps '. But the count of Flanders was the chief of a

wealthy and warlike people ; he was valiant, pious, and chafte ; in the

prime of life, fuice he was only thirty-two years of age ; a defcend-

ant of Charlemagne, a coufin of the king of France, and a compeer

of the prelates and barons who had yielded with reludlance to the

command of a foreigner. Without the chapel, thefe barons, with

the doge and marquis at their head, expedled the decifion of the

twelve eledlors. It was announced by the biihop of SoiiTons, in the

name of his colleagues :
" Ye have fworn to obey the prince whom

" we ihould chufe ; by our unanimous fuffrage, Baldwin count of

" Flanders and Hainault is now your fovereign, and the emperor of

" the Eaft." He was faluted with loud applaufe, and the procla-

mation was re-echoed through the city by the joy of the Latins and

the trembling adulation of the Greeks. Boniface was the firft to

kifs the hand of his rival, and to raife him on the buckler ; and

Baldwin \vas tranfported to the cathedral, and folemnly inverted

with the purple bufluns. At the end of three weeks he was

crowned by the legate, in the vacancy of a patriarch ; but the Ve-

netian clergy foon filled the chapter of St. Sophia, feated Thomas

Morofini on the ecclefiaftical throne, and employed every art to per^

petuate in their own nation the honours and benefices of the Greek

church*. Without delay, the fucceffor of Conftantine inftruded

Paleftine, France, and Rome, of this memorable revolution. To

Paleftine he fent, as a trophy, the gates of Conftantinople, and the

' Nicetas (p. 3^4. ), with the vain ig- rofini to appoint no canons of St. Sophia,

norance of a Greek, defcribes the marquis the l;i\vful eledlors, except Venetians who

of Montferrat as a maritime power. Aa,xry.p- had lived tea years at Venice, &c. But the

h ..LvticrS^i T£ifK?.io!-. Was he deceived foreign clergy was envious, the pope difap-

by the Byzantine theme of Lombardy, which proved this national monopoly, and of the

extended along the coaft of Calabria? fix Latin patriarchs of Conftantinople^ only

* Ttey exadled an oaih from Thomas Mo- the firft and the laft were Venetians.

chain
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chain of the harbour '
; and adopted, from the AiTife of Jerufalem, the ^ _A P.

laws or cuftoms beft adapted to a Ercnch colony and conqucft In the ^- —->

Eaft. In his epiftles, the natives of France are encouraged to fwcll

that colony, and to fecure that conqueft, to people a magnificent city

and a fertile land, which will reward the labours both of the prieft

and the foldier. He congratulates the Roman pontiff on the rcfto-

ration of his authority in the Eail ; invites him to extinguiili the

Greek fchifm by his prefence in a general council ; and implores his

.bleihng and forgivenefs for the difobedient pilgrims. Prudence and

dignity are blended in the anfwer of Innocent ^ In the fubverfion

of the Byzantine empire, he arraigns the vices of man, and adores

the providence of God : the conquerors will be abfolved or con-

demned by their future condudl ; the validity of their treaty de-

pends on the judgment of St. Peter ; but he inculcates their moft

lacred duty of eftabliihing a juft fubordination of obedience and

tribute, from the Greeks to the Latins, from the magiilrate to the

clergy, and from the clergy to the pope.

In the divificn of the Greek provinces ^, the ihare of the Vene- Divlfion of

tians was more ample than that of the Latin emperor. No more empire.

than one fourth w^as appropriated to his domain ; a clear moiety of

the remainder was referved for Venice ; and the other moiety was

diilributed among the adventurers of France and Lombardy. The

venerable Dandolo was proclaimed defpot of Romania, and inverted

after the Greek fafhion with the purple buitins. He ended at

Conftantinople his long and glorious life ; and if the prerogative

was perfonal, the title was ufed by his fucceffors till the middle of

the fourteenth century, with the fmgular though true addition of

5 Nicetas, p. 383. Italicarum, torn. iii. p. i. c. 94— 105.

® The Epiiiles of Innocent III. are a rich ' In the treaty of partition, moft of the

fund for the ecclefiaftical and civil inilitu- names are corrupted by the fcribes: they

tion of the Latin empire of Coniiantinople; might be reftored, and a good map fuited to

and the moll important of thefe epiftles (of the laft age of the Byzantine empire, would

which the collection in 2 vols, in folio, is be an improvement of geography. But,

publiihed by Stephen Baluze) are inferted alaJ d'Anville is no more! ^

in his Gefta, iu Muratori, Script. Rerum

Vot. VI. A a lords
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CHAP, lords of one fourth and a half of the Roman empire'. The doge,

\_ —^ _• a Have of ftate, was feldoni permitted to depart from the helm of

the republic ; but his place was fupplied by the bai/ or regent, who

exercifed a fupreme jurifdidion over the colony of Venetians: they

poflefled three of the eight quarters of the city; and his inde-

pendent tribunal was compofed of fix judges, four counfellors, two

chamberlains, two fifcal advocates, and a conftable. Their long ex-

perience of the Eaftern trade enabled them to feled their portion

with difcernment : they had raihly accepted the dominion and de-

fence of Adrianople; but it was the more reafonable aim of their

policy to form a chain of factories, and cities, and iflands, along the

maritime coaft, from the neighbourhood of Ragufa to the Hellefpont

and the Bofphorus. The labour and coft of fuch extenfive con-

quefts exhaufted their treafury : they abandoned their maxims of

government, adopted a feudal fyftem, and contented themfelves with

the homage of their nobles ', for the poiTeifions which thefe private

vaflals undertook to reduce and maintain. And thus it was, that

the family of Sanut acquired the dutchy of Naxos, which in-

volved the greateft part of the Archipelago. For the price of ten

thoufand marks, the republic purchafed of the marquis of Mont-

ferrat the fertile ifland of Crete or Candia with the ruins of an

hundred cities
'°

j but its improvement was ftinted by the proud and

narrow fpirit of an ariftocracy " ; and the wifeft fenators would

* Their ftyle was dominus quarts partis et iz, A. D. 1204. See the aft in Sanuto,

dimidia: imperii Romani, till Giovanni Dol- p• 533• : but I cannot underftand how it

fino who was elefted doge in the year 1356 could be his mother's portion, or how Ihe

(Sanuto, 530. 641.). For the govern- could be the daughter of an emperor Alexius,

ment of Conftantinople, fee Ducange, Hif- " In the year 1212, the doge Peter

toire de C. P. i. 37. Zani fent a colony to Candia, drawn from
9 Ducange (Hill, de C. P. ii. 6.) has every quarter of Venice. But in their favage

marked the conquefts made by the ftate or manners and frequent rebellions, the Can-
nobles of Venice of the iflands of Candia, diots may be compared to the Corlicans

Corfu, Cephalonia, Zante, Naxos, Paros, under the yoke of Genoa ; and when I com-
Melos, Andres, Mycone, Scyro, Cea, and pare the accounts of Belon and Tournefort,
Lemnos. I cannot difcern much difference between the
" Boniface fold the ifle of Candia, Augull Venetian and the Turkilh ifland.

12 confefs
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confefs that the fea, not the land, was the treafury of St. Mark. In C A P,

the moiety of the adventurers, the marquis Boniface might claim

the moil liberal reward ; and, befides the ifle of Crete, his cxclufion

from the throne was compenfated by the royal title and the pro-

vinces beyond the Hellefpont. But he prudently exchanged that

diftant and difficult conqueft for the kingdom of Theflalonica or

Macedonia, twelve days journey from the capital, where he might

be fupported by the neighbouring powers of his brother-in-law the

king of Hungary. His progrefs was hailed by the voluntary or

reludant acclamations of the natives ; and Greece, the proper and

ancient Greece, again received a Latin conqueror ", who trod with

indifference that claffic ground. He viewed with a carelefs eye the

beauties of the valley of Tempe ; traverfed with a cautious ftep the

ftreights of Thermopylie ; occupied the unknown cities of Thebes,

Athens, and Argos ; and aflaulted the fortifications of Corinth and

Napoli ", which refifted his arms. The lots of the Latin pilgrims

were regulated by chance, or choice, or fubfequent exchange ; and

they abufed, with intemperate joy, their triumph over the lives and

fortunes of a great people. After a minute furvey of the provinces,

they weighed in the fcales of avarice the revenue of each diftridl, the

advantage of the fituation, and the ample or fcanty fupplies for the

maintenance of foldiers and horfes. Their prefumption claimed and

divided the long-loft dependencies of the Roman fceptre : the Nile

and Euphrates rolled through their imaginary realms; and happy

was the warrior who drew for his prize the palace of the Turkiih

" A'^illehardoin (N« 159, 160. 173—177.) leian MS. of Nicetas (Fabric. Bibliot. Gisc.
and Nicetas (p. 387—394.) defcribe the ex- torn. vi. p. 405.), and would have deferved
pedition into Greece of the marquis Boni- IVIr. Harris's enquiries,

face. The Choniate might derive his in- '^ Napoli di Romania, or Naupiia, the
formation from his brother Michael, arch- ancient fea-port of /^rgos, is ftill a place of
biihop of Athens, whom he paints as an ftrength and confideration, fituate on a rocky
orator, a ftatefman, and a faint. His en- peninfula, with a good harbour (Chandler's
comium of Athens, and the defcription of Travels into Greece, p.zzy.).
Tempe, (hould be publiiV.ed from the Bod-

A a 2 fultan



i8o THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, fultan of Iconium "\ I ihall not defcend to the pedigree of families
LXI.

.« w
' and the rent-roll of eftates, but I wiih to fpecify that the counts of

Blois and St. Pol were invefted with, the dutchy of Nice and the

lordfliip of Demotica "
: the principal fiefs were held by the fervice

of conftable, chamberlain, cup-bearer, butler, and chief cook ; and

our hiilorian, Jeffrey of Villehardouin, obtained a fair eftablifhment

on the banks of the Hebrus, and united the double office of marihal

of Champagne and Romania. At the head of his knights and

archers, each baron mounted on horfeback to fecure the poiTcffion

of his ihare, and their firft efforts were generally fuccefsful. But

the public force was weakened by their difperfion ; and a thoufand

quarrels muft arife under a law, and among men, whofe fole umpire

was the fword. Within three months after the conqueft of Con-

ftantinople, the emperor and the king of Theifalonica drew their

hoftile followers into the field ; they were reconciled by the authority

of the doge, the advice of the marihal, and the firm freedom of

their peers '".

Revolt of the Two fugitives, who had reigned at Conftantinople, ftill aiferted

a'd'^\'o4 the title of emperor ; and the fubjeds of their fallen throne might

*=• be moved to pity by the misfortunes of the elder Alexius, or excited

to revenge by the fpirit of Mourzoufle. A domeftic alliance, a com-

mon intereft, a fimilar guilt, and the merit of extinguiiliing his ene-

mies, a brother and a nephew, induced the more recent ufurper to

unite with the former the relics of his power. Mourzoufle was re-

ceived with fmiles and honours in the camp of his father Alexius
j

'+ I have foftened the expreflien of Nice- of Demotica. This place was the laft Turkifn

tas, who ftrives to expofe the prefumption of lefidence of Charles XII.

the Franks. See de Rebus poll C. P. expug- " Their quarrel is told by Villehardouia

natam, p. 375— 384. (N° 146 — 158.) with the fpirit of freedom.

" A city furrounded by the river Hebrus, The merit and reputation of the marihal are

and fix leagues to the fouth of Adrianople, acknowledged by the Greek hiilorian (p.387.),

received from its double wall the Greek name ftsya itxfo. «; a^thics ^via;/.nu rpxTivjjixar, un-

of Didymoteichos, infenfibly corrupted into like feme modern heroes, whofe exploits are,

Demotica and Dimot. I have preferred only vifible in their own memoirs,

the more convenient and modern appellation
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but the wicked can never love, and ihould rarely truft, their fellow- CHAP.
criminals : he was feized in the bath, deprived of his eyes, ftripped ' ^—^

of his troops and treafures, and turned out to wander an obje<Sl; of

horror and contempt to thofe who with more propriety could

hate, and with more juftice could puniih, the aiFa/Tm of the emperor

Ifaac, and his fon. As the tyrant, purfued by fear or remorfe, was

ftealing over to Afia, he was feized by the Latins of Conftanti-

nople, and condemned, after an open trial, to an ignominious death.

His judges debated the mode of his execution, the axe, the wheel,

or the ftake ; and it was refolved that Mourzoufle " fhould afcend

the Theodofian column, a pillar of white marble of one hundred

and forty- feven feet in height '\ From the fummit he was cafl:

down headlong, and dafhed in pieces on the pavement, in the pre-

fence of innumerable fpeclators, who filled the forum of Taurus,

and admired the accompliihment of an old predidlion, which was

explained by this fingular event ". The fate of Alexius is lefs tra-

gical : he was fent by the marquis a captive to Italy, and a gift to

the king of the Romans ; but he had not much to applaud his for-

tune, if the fentence of imprifonment and exile were changed from

a fortrefs in the Alps to a monailery in Afia. But his daughter,

before the national calamity, had been given in marriage to a young

hero who continued the fucceflion, and reftored the throne, of

the Greek princes '°. The valour of Theodore Lafcaris was figna- Theodore

^ Lafcaris, enr-

lifed perorofNigej

*' See the fate of Mourzoufle, in Nicetas Tournefort (Voyage du Levant, torn. il. let-

(p. 393. ), Villeharduuin(N°i4i— 145.163.), tre xii. p. 231.).

and Guntherus (c. 20, 21.). Neither the '" The nonfenfe of Gunther and the mo-
marfhal nor the monk afford a grain of pity dern Greeks concerning this columna fatidica,

for a tyrant or rebel, whofe punifhment, ho.v- is unworthy of notice: but it is fingular

ever, was more unexampled than his crime. enough, that fifty years before the Latin con-
" The column of Arcadius, which repre- queft, the poet Tzetzes (Chiliad, ix. 277.)

fents in baflo-relievo his viftories, or thofe relates the dream of a matron, who faw an

of his father Theodofius, is ftill extant at army in the forum, and a man fitting oa
Conilantinople. It is defcribed and mea- the column, clapping his hands, and uttei-

fured, Gyllius (Topcgraph. iv. 7.), Banduri ing a loud exclamation.

(ad L i. Anticjuit. C. P. p. 507, &.}, ajid »" The dynafties of Nice, Trebiaond, and

£pirut
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CHAP, lifed in the two fieges of Conftantiaople. After the flight of Mour-

» / zoufle, when the Lathis were ah'eady the city, he offered himfelf

1204—1222. as their emperor to the foldiers and people : and his ambition, which

might be virtuous, was undoubtedly brave. Could he have infufed

a foul into the multitude, they might have criiihed the ftrangers

under their feet : their abjedl defpair refufed his aid, and Theodore

retired to breathe the air of freedom in Anatolia, beyond the imme-

diate view and purfuit of the conquerors. Under the title, at firft

of defpot, and afterwards of emperor, he drew to his ftandard the

bolder fpirits, who were fortified againft flavery by the contempt of

life ; and as every means was lawful for the public fafety, implored

without fcruple the alliance of the Turkiih fultan. Nice, where

Theodore eftabliflied his refidence, Prufa and Philadelphia, Smyrna

and Ephefus, opened their gates to their deliverer : he derived

ftrength and reputation from his vidlories, and even from his de-

feats ; and the fucceiTor of Conftantine preferved a fragment of the

empire from the banks of the Mseander to the fuburbs of Nicomedia,

The dukes and at length of Conilantinople. Another portion, diftant and ob-

of Trebi- fcure, was pofTeiTed by the lineal heir of the Comneni, a fon of the

"^^" '

virtuous Manuel, a grandfon of the tyrant Andronicus. His name

was Alexius ; and the epithet of great was applied perhaps to his

ftature, rather than to his exploits. By the indulgence of the Angeli,

he was appointed governor or duke of Trebizond
"

: his birth gave

him ambition, the revolution independence ; and without changing

his title, he reigned in peace from Sinope to the Phafis, along the

coaft of the Black Sea. His namelefs ibn and fucceflbr is defcribed

Epirus (of which Nicetas faw the origin cipality of the ,»/; and among the Latins,

without much pleafure or hope), are learnedly it is confpicuous only in the romances of the

explored, and clearly reprefented, in the Fa- xiv'*" or xv'*" centuries. Yet the indefatigable

miliae Byzantines of Ducange. Ducange has dug out (Fam. Byz. p. 192.)

*' Except fome fails in Pachymer and two authentic paiTages in Vincent of Beauvais

Njcephorus Gregoras, which will hereafter (1. xxxi- c. 144), and the protonotary Oge-

be ufed, the Byzantine writers difdain to rius (apud Wading, A. D. 1179, N''4.).

ipeak of the empire of Trebizond, orprin-

as
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as the vaflal of the fultan, whom he ferved with two hundred lances ; C A P.

that Comnenian prince was no more than duke of Trebizond, and <—-% '

the title of emperor was firft aflumed by the pride and envy of the

grandfon of Alexius. In the Weft, a third fragment was faved Thedefpou

from the common ihipwreck by Michael, a baftard of the houfe of °^ '^P"'"'•

Angeli, who, before the revolution, had been known as an hoftage,

a foldier, and a rebel. His flight from the camp of the marquis

Boniface fecured his freedom ; by his marriage with the governor's

daughter, he commanded the important place of Durazzo, aflumed

the title of defpot, and founded a ftrong and confpicuous prin-

cipality in Epirus, ^tolia, and Thefl!aly, which have ever been

peopled by a warlike race. The Greeks, who had offered their

ferv'ice to their new fovereigns, were excluded by the haughty

Latins " from all civil and military honours, as a nation born to

tremble and obey. Their refentment prompted them to ihew that

they might have been ufeful friends, fmce they could be dangerous

enemies : their nerves were braced by adverfity : whatever was

learned or holy, whatever was noble or valiant, rolled away into the

independent ftates of Trebizond, Epirus, and Nice ; and a Angle

patrician is marked by the ambiguous praife of attachment and

loyalty to the Franks^ The vulgar herd of the cities and the

country, would have gladly fubmitted to a mild and regular fer-

vitude ; and the tranfient diforders of war would have been oblite-

rated by fome years of induftry and peace. But peace was baniihed,

and induftry was cruflied, in the diforders of the feudal fyftem. The

Roman emperors of Conftantinople, if they were endowed with abi-

lities, were armed with power for the protedion of their fubjeds

:

their laws were wife, and their adminiftration was fimple. The
Latin throne was filled by a titular prince, the chief, and often the

«»TheportraitoftheFrenchLatins,isdrawn ^ya-u, prafa ,.;.^, «
inNicetasbythehandof prejudiceandrefent- wap^ .,*. .< -, ^, ««» »
ment: «» tu«> Am £15£ tpya ffapatri/ft- ^ ^^,^, « ah 15 xccfnut »

fervant,
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CHAP, fervant, of his licentious confederates : the fiefs of the empire, from
LXI.

*—I/
' a kingdom to a caftle, were held and ruled by the fword of the

barons : and their difcord, poverty, and ignorance, extended the

ramifications of tyranny to the mofl: fequeftered villages. The Greeks

were opprefled by the double weight of the prieft, who was invefted

with temporal power, and of the foklier, who was inflamed by fa-

natic hatred ; and the infuperable bar of religion and language for

ever feparated the ftranger and the native. As long as the crufaders

were united at Conftantinople, the memory of their conqueft, and

the terror of their arms, impofed filence on the captive land : their

difperfion betrayed the fmallnefs of their numbers and the defedls

of their difcipllne ; and fome failures and mifchances revealed the

fecret, that they were not invincible. As the fear of the Greeks

abated, their hatred encreafed. They murmured j they confpired

;

and before a year of flavery had elapfed, they implored, or accepted,

the fuccour of a Barbarian, whofe power they had felt, and whofe

gratitude they trufted^^

The Bulga- The Latin conquerors had been faluted with a folemn and early

A. D. 1Z05. embafl'y from John, or Joannice, or Calo-John, the revolted chief

of the Bulgarians and Walachians. -Pie deemed himfelf their bro-

ther, as the votary of the Roman pontiff, from whom he had re-

ceived the regal title and an holy banner ; and in the fubverfion of

the Greek monarchy, he might afpire to the name of their friend

and accomplice. But Calo-John was aflonilhed to find, that the

count of Flanders had affumed the pomp and pride of the fucceffors

of Conilantine ; and his ambaffadors were dlfmlfled with an haughty

meffage, that the rebel iTiuft deferve a pardon, by touching with his

forehead the footftool of the Imperial throne. His refentment
"*

^'
1 here begin to ufe, with freedom and con- praife of an original and clallic work,

fidence, theeight books of theHiftoiredeC.P. '* In Calo-John's anfwer to the pope, we
fous i'EmpiredesFranjois, whichDucangehas may find his claims and complaints (Gefta

given as a fupplement to Villehardouin ; and Innocent. III. c. 108, 109.); he was cherifh.

wJiich, in a barbarous ftyle, deferves the ed at Rome as the prodigal fon.

8 would
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would have exhaled in adls of violence and blood ; his cooler policy CHAP,
watched the rifing difcontent of the Greeks ; afle£led a tender con- ^ -.- t

cern for their fufferings ; and promifed, that their firft ftruggles for

freedom fliould be fupported by his perfoa and kingdom. Tlie cori-

Ipiracy was propagated by national hatred, the firmefc band of aiTo-

ciation and fecrecy : the Greeks were impatient to iheath their

daggers in the breafts ofthe vidorious ftrangers ; but the execution was

prudently delayed, till Henry, the emperor's brother, had traniported

the flower of his troops beyond the Hellefpont. Moil of the towns and

villages of Thrace were true to the moment and the fignal : and the

Latins, without arms or fufpicion, were flaughtered by the vile and

mercilefs revenge of their flaves. From Demotica, the firft fccne of

the maifacre, the furviving vaiTals of the count of St. Fol cfraped

to Adrianople ; but the French and Venetians, who occupied that

city, were flain or expelled by the furious multitude ; the garrifons

that could eifeft their retreat, fell back on each other towards the

metropolis ; and the fortreifes, that feparately ftood againfl the re-

bels, were Ignorant of each other's and of their fovereign's fate. The

voice of fame and fear announced the revolt of the Greeks and the

rapid approach of their Bulgarian ally ; and Calo-John, not de-

pending on the forces of his own kingdom, had drawn from the

Scythian wildernefs a body of fourteen thoufand Comans, who

drank, as it was faid, the blood of their captives, and facrificed the

Chriftians on the altars of their gods''.

Alarmed by this fudden and growing danger, the emperor dif-

patched a fwift melfenger to recall count Henry and his troops ; and

had Baldwin expedted the return of his gallant brother, \ a •-
ply of twenty thoufand Armenians, he might have encountered tlie

invader with equal numbers and a decifive fupcriority of arms and

^^ The Comans were a Tartar or Turk- were Maliomctnns, and the whole hori? was

man honi, which encamped in the xi.•'' and converted to Chritlinnity (.i.D. Mjc) by
!'*• centuries on the verge of Mold^vii. Lewis king of Hungary,
The greater part were pagans, but fume

Vol. VI. b difcipline.
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C HA P. difcipline. But the fpirit of chivalry could feldom difcrlmlnate cau-

tion from cowardice j and the emperor took the field with an hun-

dred and forty knights, and their train of archers and ferjeants.

The marfhal, who diifuaded and obeyed, led the vanguard in their

m;arch to Adrianople ; the main body was commanded by the count

of Blois ; the aged doge of Venice followed with the rear ; and

their fcanty numbers were encreafed from all fides by the fugitive

Latins. They undertook to befiege the rebels of Adrianople ; and

fuch was the pious tendency of the crufades, that they employed

the holy week in pillaging the country for their fubfiftence, and in

framinsr endnes for the deftrudtion of their fellow-chriftians. But

the Latins were foon interrupted and alarmed by the light cavalry

of the Comans, who boldly ikirmiflied to the edge of their imper-

fedt lines : and a proclamation was iifued by the marihal of Roma-

nia, that, on the trumpet's found, the cavalry fliould mount and

form ; but that none, under pain of death, ihould abandon them-

felves to a defultory and dangerous purfuit. This wife injundion

was firft difobeyed by the count of Blois, who involved the empe-

ror in his rafhnefs and ruin. The Comans, of the Parthian or Tar-

tar fchool, fled before their firft charge ; but after a career of two

leagues, when the knights and their horfes were almoft breathlefs,

they fuddenly turned, rallied, and encompail'ed the heavy fquadrons

Defeat ard of the Franks. The count was flain on the field ; the empeiOr was

Bal(!win, made prifoner ; and if the one difdained to fly, if the other refufed

April ('5.
^' to yield, their perfonal bravery made a poor atonement for their ig-

norance, or negleil, of the duties of a general ".

Proud of his vi£lory and his royal prize, the Bulgarian advanced

to relieve Adrianople and atchieve the deftrudiion of the Latins.

They muft inevitably have been deftroyed, if the marijb..\l of Ro-

" Nicetas, from ignorance or malice, im- glory with his venerabfe iriend, qui viels

putes the defeat to the cowardice of Dandolo home ere et gote ne veoir, mais mult ere figes

* (•3^3; but Villehardouin fliares his own et preus et vigueros (>J" J93.).

1

6

mania
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mania had not dirplayed a cool courage and confummatc flcill ; un- ^' ^' P.

common in all ages, but moil; uncommon in thofe times, when war ' ^—

•

\vas a paiTicn, rather than a faience. His grief and fears were poured Retreat of

into tlie firm and faithful bofom of the doge ; but in the camp he

difiufed an ailurance of fafety, which could only be realized by the

general belief. All day he maintained his perilous ftation between

the city and the Barbarians : Villehardouin decamped in filence, at

the dead of night ; and his mafterly retreat of three days would

have deferved the praife of Xenophon and the ten thoufand. In

the rear, the marihal fupported the weight of the purfuit ; in the

front, he moderated the impatience of the fugitives ; and wherever

the Comans approached, they w-ere repelled by a line of impene-

trable fpears. On the third day, the weary troops beheld the fea,

the folitary town of Rodoflo ^', and their friends, who had landed

from the Afiatic fliore. They embraced, they w-ept; but they united

their arms and counfels ; and, in his brother's abfence, count Henry

aiTumed the regency of the empire, at once in a ilate of childhood

and caducity ". If the Comans withdrew from the fummer heats,

feven thoufand Latins, in the hour of danger, deferted Conftanti-

•nople, their brethren, and their vows. Some partial fuccefs was

overbalanced by the lofs of one hundred and twenty knights in the

field of Rufium ; and of the Imperial domain, no more was left,

than the capital, with two or three adjacent fortreifes on the ihores

of Europe and Aha. The king of Bulgaria was refiftlefs and inex-

orable ; and Calo-John refpedtfully eluded the demands of the pope,

•who conjured his new profelyte to reftore peace and the emperor to

the afflidled Latins. The deliverance of Baldwin was no longer,

'' The truth of geography, and the ori- whofe names I (hall fpare.

ginal text of Villehardouin (N° 194. )i place '" The reign and end of Baldwin are re-

Rodofto three days journey (trois jornees) lated by Villehardouin and Nicetas (p. 386—
from Adrianople ; but Vigenere, in his ver- 416.): and their omiffions are fupplied by
Con, has moll abfurdly fubftituted ticis heurcs; Ducange in his Obfervations, and to the end
and this error, which is not correiled by of his firft book,
Ducange, has entrapped feveral moderns,

b 2 lie .
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C A P. lie faid, in the power of man ; that prince had died in prifon j and

<
.. ' the manner of his death is varioufly related by ignorance and cre-

emperor. duuty. The lovers of a tragic legend will be pleafed to hear, that

the royal captive was tempted by the amorous queen of the Bulga-

rians ; that his chafte refufal expofed him to the falfehood of a wo-

man and the jealoufy of a favage ; that his hands and feet were

fevered from his body ; that his bleeding trunk was caft among the

carcafes of dogs and horfes ; and that he breathed three days, before

he was devoured by the birds of prey ""^. About twenty years af-

terwards, in a wood of the Netherlands, an hermit announced him-

felf as the true Baldwin, the emperor of Conflantinople, and lawful

fovereign of Flanders. He related the wonders of his efcape, his

adventures, and his penance, among a people prone to believe and

to rebel ; and, in the firft tranfport, Flanders acknowledged her long-

loft fovereign. A iliort examination before the French court de-

te(iled the impoftor, \vho w^as puniihed with an ignominious death

;

but the Flemings ftill adhered to the pleafmg error ; and the countefs

Jane is accufed by the graveft hiftorians of facrilicing to her ambition

the life of an unfortunate father ^°.

Keign and In all civilized hoftility, a treaty Is eftablifhed for the exchange or

Henry, raufom of prifoncrs ; and if their captivity be prolonged, their con-

Auguil 20— '^itioii is known, and they are treated according to their rank with
A. D. 1216, }m]-nanity or honour. But the favage Bulgarian was a ftranger to

the laws of war ; his prifons were involved in darknefs and filence

;

and above a year elapfed before the Latins could be aiTured of the

death of Baldwin, before his brother, the regent Heiiry, would con-

fent to aikime the title of emperor. His moderation was applauded

'' After bruihing away all doubtful and carcere teneretur(Geila Innocent. III. c. 109.).

improbable cfrcumilances, we may prove the '^ See the ffory of this impoftor from the

death of Baldwin, i. By the firm belief of French and Flemilh writers in Ducange,

the French barons (Villeha'-douin, N°230.). Hift. de C. P. iii. 9. and the ridiculous fables

z. By the declaration of Calo-John himfelf, that were believed by the monks of St. Al-

who excufes his not releafing the captive em- ban's, in MatthewParis, Hift. Major, p. 271,

peror, quia debitum carnis exfolverat cum 272.

13 by
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by the Greeks as an adt of rare and inimitable virtue. Their light C A

and perfidious ambition was eager to feize or anticipate tlie moment "—

—

—
of a vacancy,, while a law of fuccefllon, the guardian both of the

prince and people, was gradually defined and confirmed in the here-

ditary monarchies of Europe. In the funport of the Eaftern em-

pire, Henry was gradually left without an affbciate, as the heroes of

the crufade retired from the world or from the war. The doge of

A^enice, the venerable Dandolo, in the fulnefs of years and glory,

funk into the grave. The marquis of Montferrat was flowly re-

called from the Peloponnefian war to the revenge of Baldwin and

the defence of Theflalonica. Some nice difputes of feudal ho-

mage and fervice, were I'econciled in a perfonal interview between

the emperor and the king : they were firmly united by mutual efteem.

and the common danger ; and their alliance was fealed by the nup-

tial of Henry with the daughter of the Italian prince. He foon

deplored the lofs of his friend and father. At the perfuafion of iome

faithful Greeks, Boniface made a bold and fuccefsful inroad among

the hills of Rhodope : the Bulgarians fled on his approach ; they

aifembled to harafs his retreat. On the intelligence that his rear was

attacked, without waiting for any defenfive armour, he leaped on

horfeback, couched his lance, and drove the enemies before him ;

but in the raih purfuit he was pierced with a mortal wound; and

the head of the king of TheiTalonica was prefented to Calo-John,

who enjoyed the honours, without the merit, of vidory. It is here,

at this melancholy event, that the pen or the voice of Jeffrey of

Villehardouin feems to drop or to expire ''
; and if he ilill exerclicd

his military office of marfhal of Romania, his fubfequent exploits

are buried in oblivion ". The character of Henry was not unequal.

to

'• Villehardouin, N°257. I quote, with Epiilles to Innocent HI. (Geila, c. ic6,
regret, this lamentable conclufion, where we 107.)

lofe at once the original hiftory, and the rich " The marihal was alive in iziz, but

iliuftrations of Ducange. The laft pages he probably died foon afterwards, without
may derive fome light from Henry's two returning to France (Ducange, Obfervatior.s

fur
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CHAP, to his arduous fituation : in the fiege of Conftantinople, and beyond

>
, _ \ _f the Hellefpont, he had deferved the fame of a vahant knight and a

ikilful commander ; and his courage was tempered with a degree

of prudence and mildnefs unknown to his impetuous brother. In

the double war againft the Greeks of Afia and the Bulgarians of

Europe, he was ever the foremoft on ihipboard or on horfeback

;

and though he cautiouily provided for the fuccefs of his arms, the

drooping Latins were often roufed by his example to fave and to

fecond their fearlefs emperor. But fuch eifcrts, and fome fupplies

of men and money from France, were of lefs avail than the errors,

the cruelty, and death, of their moft formidable adverfary. When

the dcfpair of the Greek fubjeils invited Calo-John as their deli-

verer, they hoped that he would proted their liberty and adopt

their laws : they were foon taught to compare the degrees of na-

tional ferocity, and to execrate the favage conqueror, who no longer

diflembled his intention of difpeopling Thrace, of demolifliing the

cities, and of tranfplanting the inhabitants beyond the Danube.

ISIany towns and villages of Thrace were already evacuated : an

heap of ruins marked the place of Philippopolis, and a fimilar cala-

mity was expeQed at Demotica and Adrianople, by the firft authors

of the revolt. They raifed a cry of grief and repentance to the

throne of Henry ; the emperor alone had the magnanimity to for-

give and truft them. No more than four hundred knights, with

their ferjeants and archers, could be affembled under his banner; and

v/ith this ilcnder force he fought and repulfed the Bulgarian, who,

befides his infantry, was at the head of forty thoufand horfe. In

this expedition, Henry felt the difference between an hoftile and a

friendly country ; the remaining cities were preferved by his arms

;

and the favage, with iliame and lofs, was compelled to relinquiih

his prey. The fiege of Theflalonica v/as the laft of the evils which

fiir Villehardouin, p. 238.). His fief of the time of Ammianus Marcellinus, among
Meffinople, the gift of Boniface, was the the cities of Thrace (N" 141.)•

ancient Maximianoplisj which flouriihed in

Caio-
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Calo-John infllded or fuflcrcd : he was ftabbed in the night in his C n^ A P.

tent ; and the general, perhaps the ailaflln, who found him-welter- ' -.- _v

ing in his blood, afcrihcd the blow with general applaufe to the lance

of St. Demetrius ". After leveral vidories, the prudence of Henry-

concluded an honourable peace with the fucceflbr of the tyrant, and

with the Greek princes of Nice and Epirus. If he ceded fome

doubtful limits, an ample kingdom was referved for himfelf and his

feudatories j and his reign, which lafted only ten years, afforded a

ihort interval of profperity and peace. Far above the narrow policy

of Baldwin and Bonifiice, he freely entrufted to the Greeks the moil

important offices of the ftate and army : and this liberality of fen-

timent and pra£lice, was the more feafonable, as the princes of Nice

and Epirus had already learned to feduce and employ the mercenary

valour of the Latins. It was the aim of Henry to unite and reward

his deferving fubjefts of every nation and language ; but he ap-

peared lefs folicitous to accomplifli the imprafticable union of the

two churches. Pelagius, the pope's legate, who adled as the fove-

reign of Conftantinople, had interdided the worlliip of the Greeks,

and fternly impofed the payment of tithes, the double proceiTion of

the Holy Ghoft, and a blind obedience to the Roman pontiff. As

the weaker party, they pleaded the duties of confcience, and implored

the rights of toleration :
" Our bodies," they faid, " are Cxiar's,

" but our fouls belong only to God." The perfecution was checked

by the firmnels of the emperor"; and if we can believe that the lame

prince was poiibned by the Greeks themfelves, we muft entertain a

contemptible idea of the I'enfe and gratitude of inankind. His valour

was a vulgar attribute, which he Ihared with ten thoufand knights ^

but Henry poifeifed the fuperior courage to oppofe, in a fuperftitioua

age, the pride and avarice of the clergy. In the cathedral of St.

3' The church of this patron of ThciTalo- (Ducangc, Hift de C P. ii. 4.).

nica was ferved by the canons of the holy ^* Acrcpolita (c. 17.) obferves the per/e-

fepulchre, and contained a divine ointment cution of the lega'e, and the toleration of

which dUlilled daily and ftupcndous miracles Henry (Ej» as he calls him),^.
Sophia
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C A P, Sophia he prefumed to place his throne on the riglit-hand of the

*—-v—

—

> patriarch ; and this prefuinption excited the iharpeft cenfure of pope

Innocent the third. By a falutary ediil, one of the firft examples

of the laws of mortmain, he prohibited the alienation of fiefs

;

many of the Latins, defirous of returning to Europe, refigned their

eftates to the church for a fpiritual or temporal reward ; thefe holy

lands w^ere immediately difcharged from military fervice ; and a

colony of foldiers would have been gradually transformed into a

college of priefts ".

Peter of The virtuous Henry died at TheiTalonica, in the defence of that

emperor of Kingdom, and of an infant, the fon of his friend Boniface. In the

ple^
'

tvv^o iirft emperors of Conilantinople the male line of the counts of
A.O.jziy, Flanders was extindt. But their fifher Yolande was the wife of a

g.

French prince, the mother of a numerous progeny ; and one of her

daughters had married Andrew king of Hungary, a brave and pious

champion of the crols. By feating him on the Byzantine throne,

the barons of Romania would have acquired the forces of a neigh-

bouring and warlike kingdom ; but the prudent Andrew revered the

laws of fucceffion ; and the princefs Yolande, with her hufband

Peter of Courtenay, count of Auxerre, was invited by the Latins

to aiTume the empire of the Eaft. The royal birth of his father, the

noble origin of his mother, recommended to the barons of France

the firft coufm of their king. His reputation was fair, his poflef-

fions were ample, and, in the bloody crufade againft the Albigeois,

the foldiers and the prieils had been abundantly fatisfied of his zeal

and valour. Vanity might applaud the elevation of a French

emperor of Conftantinople ; but prudence muft pity, rather than

envy, his treacherous and Imaginary greatnels. To ailert and adorn

2' See the reign of Henry, in Ducange torn. xxi. p. 120— 122.) has found, perhaps in

(Kift. de C. P. 1. i. c. 35—41. ). ii. c. i

—

Doutreman, fome laws of Henry, which de-

tz.), who is much indebted to the Epiftles termined the fervice of fiefs, and the prero-

oi the Popes. Le Beau (Hill, du Bas-Empire, gatives of the emperor.

his
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his title, he was reduced to fell or mortgage the beft of his patri- CHAP.
moiiy. By thefe expedients, the liberality of his royal kinfman '- -l- -J

Philip Auguftus, and the national fpirit of chivalry, he was enabled

to pafs the Alps at the head of one hundred and forty knights, and

five thoufand five hundred ferjeants and archers. After fome hefi-

tation, pope Honorius the third was perfuaded to crown the fuc-

ceiTor of Conftantine ; but he performed the ceremony in a church

without the walls, left he ihould feem to imply or to beftow any

right of fovereignty over the ancient capital of the empire. The

Venetians had engaged to tranfpoit Peter and his forces beyond the

Adriatic, and the emprefs, with her four children, to the Byzantine

palace ; but they required, as the price of their fervice, that he

ihould recover Durazzo from the defpot of Epirus. Michael An-

gelus, or Comnenus, the firft of his dynafty, had bequeathed the

fucceflion of his power and ambition to Theodore, his legitimate

brother, who already threatened and invaded the eftabliihments of

the Latins. After difcharging his debt by a fruitlefs affault, the

emperor raifed the fiege to profecute a long and perilous journey

over land from Durazzo to TheflTalonica. He was foon loft in the

mountains of Epirus : the pafles were fortified ; his provifions ex-

haufted : he was delayed and deceived by a treacherous negociation;

and, after Peter of Courtenay and the Roman legate had been ar- His captivity

refted in a banquet, the French troops, without leaders or hopes, a.D.'

were eager to exchange their arms for the dclufive promife of mercy '^'7— •2'9•

and bread. The Vatican thundered ; and the impious Theodore

was threatened with the vengeance of earth and heaven ; but the

captive emperor and his foldiers \vere forgotten, and the reproaches

of the pope are confined to the imprifonment of his legate. No
fooner was he fatisfied by the deliverance of the prieft and a pro-

mife of fpiritual obedience, than he pardoned and protedled the

defpot of Epirus. His peremptory commands fufpended the ardour

of the Venetians and the king of Hungary ; and it was only by a

^ Vol. VI. C c natural



THE DECLINE AND FALL

natural or untimely death '' that Peter of Courtenay was releafed

from his hopelefs captivity ".

The long ignorance of his fate, and the prefence of the lawful fo-

vereign, of Yolande, his wife or widow, delayed the proclamation of

a new emperor. Before her death, and in the midft of her grief,

ihe was delivered of a fon, who was named Baldwin, the laft and

moft unfortunate of the Latin princes of Conftantinople. His birth

endeared him to the barons of Romania ; but his childhood would

have prolonged the troubles of a minority, and his claims were

fuperfeded by the elder claims of his brethren. The firft of thefe,

.Philip of Courtenay, who derived from his mother the inheritance

of Namur, had the wifdom to prefer the fubftance of a marquifate

to the fhadow of an empire ; and on his refufal, Robert, the fecond

of the fons of Peter and Yoland, was called to the throne of Con-

ftantinople. Warned by his father's mifchance, he purfued his flow

and fecure journey through Germany and along the Danube : a pafl"age

was opened by his filler's marriage with the king of Hungary ; and

the emperor Robert was crowned by the patriarch in the cathedi-al of

St. Sophia. But his reign was an asra of calamity and difgrace ;

and the colony, as it was ftyled, of New France yielded on all

fides to the Greeks of Nice and Epirus. After a vi£tory, which he

owed to his perfidy rather than his courage, Theodore Angelus en-

tered the kingdom of Theffalonica, expelled the feeble Demetrius,

the fon of the marquis Boniface, ere£led his ftandard on the walls

of Adrianople ; and added, by his vanity, a third or a fourth name to

the Hft of rival emperors. The relics of the Afiatic province were

fwept away by John Vataces, the fon-in-law and fucceffor of Theo-

dore Lafcaris, and who, in a triumphant reign of thirty-three years,

^* AcropoHta (c. 14.) affirms, that Peter death till the year 1219; and Auxerre is ia

of Courtenay died by the fword (jfyo»,^ the neighbourhood of Courtenay.

yeie^Sai): but from his dark exprefiions, I 3? See the reign and death of Peter of

Ihould conclude a previous captivity, ^; Courtenay, in Ducange (Hift. de C. P. l.ii.

«firi»^ Kwr.iTai aw - -. The C. 22—28.), who feebly ftrives tO excufe the

Chronicle of Auxerre delays the emperor^s neg.ledl of the emperor by Honorius HI.

1

8

difplayed
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difplayed the viitiies both of peace and war. Under his dlfcipUne CHAP.
the fwords of the French mercenaries were the moil efFedual inftru- ' ir—<,

ment of his conquefts, and their defertion from the fervice of their

country was at once a fymptom and a caufe of the rifing afcendant

of the Greeks. By the conftrudion of a fleet, he obtained the

command of the Hellefpont, reduced the iflands of Leibos and

Rhodes, attacked the Venetians of Candia, and intercepted the rare

and pariimonious fuccours of the Weil. Once, and once only, the

Latin emperor fent an army againil Vataces ; and in the defeat

of that army, the veteran knights, the laft of the original conquerors,

were left on the field of battle. But the fuccefs of a foreign ene-

my was lefs painful to the pufiilanimous Robert than the infolence

of his Latin fubjedls, who confounded the weaknefs of the emperor

and of the empire. His perfonal misfortunes will prove the anarchy

of the government and the ferocioufnefs of the times. The amor-

ous youth had negledled his Greek bride, the daughter of Vataces,

to introduce into the palace a beautiful maid, of a private, though

noble, family of Artois ; and her mother had been tempted by the

luilre of the purple to forfeit her engagements with a gentleman of

Burgundy. His love was converted into rage; he aflembled his

friends, forced the palace gates, threw the mother into the fea, and

inhumanly cut off the nofe and lips of the wife or concubine of

the emperor. Inftead of puniihing the offender, the barons avowed

and applauded the favage deed ", which, as a prince and as a man,

it was irapoflible that Baldwin ihould forgive. He efcaped from the

guilty city to implore the juftice or compaflionof the pope: the em-

peror was coolly exhorted to return to his ilation ; before he could

obey, he funk under the weight of grief, ihame, and impotent re-

fentment ".

" Marinus Sanutus (Secreta Fldelium emplum. Yet he acknowledges the damfel
Cruris, 1. ii. p. iv. c. 18. p. 73.) is much for the lawful wife of Robert,
delighted with this bloody deed, that he has " gee the reign of Robert, in Dticange
uanfcribed it in his margin as a bonum ex- (Hift. de C. P. 1. iii. c. t— 12 ).

C C 2 It
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CHAP. It was only in the age of chivalry, that valour could afcend froni

" > ' a private ftation to the thrones of Terufalem and Conftantinople.
Baldwin II. ^

.
.

•' ^

and John of The titular kingdom of Jerufalem had devolved to Mary, the

perors of daughter of Ifabella and Conrad of Montferrat, and the grand-

pie^
' daughter of Almeric or Amaury. She was given to John of Brienne,

122^— 12^7 °^^ noble family in Champagne, by the public voice, and the judg-

ment of Philip Auguftus, who named him as the moft worthy cham-

pion of the Holy Land*". In the fifth crufade, he led an hundred

thoufand Latins to the conqueft of Egypt ; by him the fiege of Da-

mietta was atchieved ; and the fubfequent failure was juftly afcribed

to the pride and avarice of the legate. After the marriage of his

daughter with Frederic the fecond*', he was provoked by the em-

peror's ingratitude to accept the command of the army of the church

;

and though advanced in life and defpoiled of royalty, the fword

and fpirit of John of Brienne were ilill ready for the fervice of

Chriftendom. In the feven years of his brother's reign, Baldwin of

Courtenay had not emerged from a ftate of childhood, and the

barons of Romania felt the ftrong neceifity of placing the fceptre in

the hands of a man and an hero. The veteran king of Jerufalem

might have difdained the name and office of regent ; they agreed to

inveft him for his life with the title and prerogatives of emperor, on

the fole condition, that Baldwin fhould marry his fecond daughter,

and fucceed at a mature age to the throne of Conftantinople. The

expeotation, both of the Greeks and Latins, was kindled by the re-

nown, the choice, and the prefence of John of Brienne : and they

admired his martial afpeit, his green and vigorous age of more than

fourfcore years, and his fize and ftature, which furpafled the com-

*° Rex Jgitur Francis, deliberatione ha- p. 205. Matthew Paris, p^ i^,
bita refpondit nuntiis, fe daturum hominem » Giannone (Illoria Civile, tom.ii. l.xvi.

Syria: partibus aptum ; in armis probum p. 380—385.) difcuffes the marriage of
(preuxj,\n bellis fecurum, in agendis provi- Frederic II. with the daughter of John of
dum, Johannem comitem Brennenfem. Sa- Brienne, and the double union of the crowns
nut. Secret. Fideiium, 1. iii. p. xi. c. 4. of Naples and Jerufalem,

S mon
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mon meafurc of mankind *\ But avarice, and the love of eafe, ap-

pear to have chilled the ardour of enterprife : his troops were dif-

banded, and two years rolled away without adion or honour, till

he was awakened by the dangerous alliance of Vataces emperor of

Nice, and of Azan king of Bulgaria. They befieged Conftanti-

nople by fea and land, with an army of one hundred thoufand menj

and a fleet of three hundred ihips of war ; while the entire force of

the Latin emperor was reduced to one hundred and fixty knightSj

and a fmall addition of ferjeants and archers. I tremble to relate, that

inftead of defending the city, the hero made a fally at the head of his

cavalry ; and that of forty-eight fquadrons of the enemy, no more

than three efcaped from the edge of his invincible fword. Fired by

his example, the infantry and the citizens boarded the veflels that

anchored clofe to the walls ; and twenty-five were dragged in triumph

into the harbour of Conitantinople. At the fummons of the emperor,

the vaiTals and allies armed in her defence ; broke through every ob-

ftacle that oppofed their palfage ; and, in the fucceeding year, ob-

tained a fecond vidory over the fame enemies. By the rude poets

of the age, John of Brienne is compared to Hedlor, Roland, and

Judas Machabseus
*'

: but their credit, and his glory, receives fome

abatement from the filence of the Greeks, The empire was foon

deprived of the laft of her champions; and the dying monarch was

ambitious to enter paradife in the habit of a Francifcan friar **..

* Acropolita, c. 27. The hiftorian was end of Villehardouin ; fee p. 224. for the

at that time a boy, and educated at Conftan- prowefs of John of Brienne.

tinopie. In 1233, when he was eleven years N'Aie, Edlor, Roll' ne Ogiers

old, his father broke the Latin chain, left a Ne Judas Machabeus li fiers

fplendid fortune, and efcaped to the Greek Tant ne fit d'armes en eftors

ceurt cf Nice, where his fon was raifed to Com fift li Rois Jehans eel jors-

the higheft honours, Et il defors et il dedans

*^ Philip Mouflces, biihopof Tournay (A.D. La paru fa force et fes fens

1274—1282), has compofed a poem, or ra- Et li hardiment qu'il avoit.

ther a firing of verfes, in bad old Flemiih * See the reign of John de Brienne, in

French, on the Latin emperors of Conllanti- Ducange, Hiil. de C. P. 1. iii. c. 13 26.
nople, which Ducange has publiihed at the

In
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In the double vidtory of John, of Brienne, I cannot difcover the

name or exploits of his pupil Baldwin ; who had attained the age of

A. D. 1237, military fervice, and who fucceeded to the Imperial dignity on the de-

A ^d'' I'z^oT
ceafe of his adoptive father *'. The royal youth was employed on a corn-

July 25. miifion more fuitable to his temper ; he was fent to vifit the Weftern

courts, of the pope more efpecially, and of the king of France ; to

excite their pity by the view of his innocence and diftrefs ; and to

obtain fome fupplies of men or money, for the relief of the finking

empire. He thrice repeated thefe mendicant vifits, in which he

feemed to prolong his ftay and poilpone his return ; of the five-and-

twenty years of his reign, a greater number were fpent abroad than

at home ; and in no place did the emperor deem himfelf lefs free

and fecure, than in his native country, and his capital. On fome

public occafions, his vanity might be foothed by the title of Auguftus,

and by the honours of the purple ; and at the general council of

Lyons, when Frederic the fecond was excommunicated and depofed,

his Oriental colleague was enthroned on the right-hand of the pope.

But how often was the exile, the vagrant, the Imperial beggar, hum-

bled with fcorn, infulted with pity, and degraded in his own eyes

and thofe of the nations ? In his firft vifit to England, he was

ilopped at Dover, by a fevere reprimand, that he ihould prefume,

without leave, to enter an independent kingdom. After fome delay,

Baldwin however was permitted to purfue his journey, was enter-

tained with cold civility, and thankfully departed with a prefent of

feven hundred marks **. From the avarice of Rome, he could only

obtain the proclamation of a crufade and a treafure of indulgences
;

a coin, whofe currency was depreciated by too frequent and indif-

criminate abufe. His birth and misfortunes recommended him to

*^ See the reign of Baldwin II. till his Baldwin II. to the Englifh court, p. 396. 637.:

expulfion from Conftantinople, in Ducange, his return to Greece armata maiiu, p. 407.:

Hift, de C. P. 1. iv. c. i—34. the end I. v. his letters pf his nomen formidabilej &c.
c• — 33« p. 481, (a paiTage which had efcaped Da-
• Matthew Paris relates the two vifits of cange) : his expalfion, 850.

the
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the frenerofity of his coufin Louis the ninth ; but the maitial zeal of C A p.
LXIf

the faint was diverted from Conftantinople to Egypt and Paleftine ;
' . _f

and the public and private poverty of Baldwin was alleviated, for a

moment, by the alienation of the marquifate of Namur and the

lordihip of Courtenay, the laft remains of his inheritance *\ By

fuch fhameful or ruinous expedients, he once more returned to Ro-

mania, with an army of thirty thoufand foldiers, whofe numbers

were doubled in the apprehenfion of the Greeks. His firft difpatches

to France and England announced his victories and his hopes : he

had reduced the country round the capital to the diilance of three

days journey ; and if he fucceeded againft an important, though

namelefs, city (moft probably Chiorli), the frontier would be fafe

and the paflage acceffible• But thefe expe£l:ations (if Baldwin was

fincere) quickly vaniihed like a dream ; the ti-oops and treafures of

France melted away in his unikilful hands ; and the throne of the

Latin emperor was protefted by a diihonourable alliance with the

Turks and Comans. To fecure the former, he confented to beilow

his niece on the unbelieving fultan of Cogni ; to pleafe the latter,

he complied with their Pagan rites ; a dog was facrificed between

the two armies ; and the contradling parties tailed each other's

blood, as a pledge of their fidelity *'. In the palace or prifon of

Conftantinople, the fucceifor of Auguftus demoliflied the vacant

houles for \vinter-fuel, and ftripped the lead from the churches for

the daily expence of his family. Some ufurious loans were dealt

with a fcanty hand by the merchants of Italy ; and Philip, his fon

and heir, was pawned at Venice as the fecurity for a debt '", Thirft,

hunger, and nakedneis, are pofitive evils; but wealth is relative;

*' Louis IX. difapproved and flopped the grand Bibliotheque, torn. xlv. p. 74—77.

alienation of Courtenay (Ducange, 1. iv. *' Joinville, p. 104. edit, du Louvre,

c. 23.)• It is now annexed to the royal de- A Coman prince, who died without baptifm,

mefne, but granted for a term (etigage) to was buried at the gates of Conftantinople

the family of Boulainvilliers, Courtenay, in with a live retinue of ilaves and horfes.

the eleftion of Nemours in the Iflede France, *' Sanut. Secret. Fidel. Crucis, l.ji. p.iv•

is a town of goo inhabitants with the re- c. 18, p. 73.
mains of a caille (Melanges tires d'une

and
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and a prince, who would be rich in a private ftation, may be expoied

by the encreafe of liis wants to all the anxiety and bitternefs of poverty.

The holy .But in this abjed diftrefs, the emperor and empire were ftill pof-

tho-ns. fefled of an ideal treafure, which drew its fantafiic value from the

fuperftition of the Chriftian world. The merit of the true crofs

was fomewhat impaired by its frequent divifion ; and a long cap-

tivity among the infidels might ihed fome fufpicion on the frag-

ments that were produced in the Eaft and Weft. But another relic

of the Paifion was preferved in the Imperial chapel of Conftanti-

nople ; and the crown of thorns which had been placed on the

head of Chrift was equally precious and authentic. It had formerly

been the pradice of the Egyptian debtors to depofit, as a fecurity,

the mummies of their parents ; and both their honour and religion

were bound for the redemption of the pledge. In the fame man-

ner, and in the abfence of the emperor, the barons of Romania bor-

rowed the fum of thirteen thoufand one hundred and thirty-four

pieces of gold '°, on the credit of the holy crown : they failed in the

performance of their contract ; and a rich Venetian, Nicholas Que-

rini, undertook to fatisfy their impatient creditors, on condition that

the relic ihould be lodged at Venice, to become his abfolute pro-

perty, if it were not redeemed within a ihort and definite term. The

barons apprifed their fovereign of the hard treaty and impending

lofs ; and as the empire could not afford a ranfom of feven thou-

fand pounds fterling, Baldwin was anxious to fnatch the prize from

the Venetians, and to veft it with more honour and emolument in

the hands of the moft Chriftian king ". Yet the negociation was

attended with fome delicacy. In the purchafe of relics, the faint

'° Under the words, Perparus, Perpera, would be too contemptible.

Hyperperum, Ducange is fhort and vague: '' For the tranflation of the holy crown.

Monetae genus. From a corrupt paiTage of &c. from Conftantinople to Paris, fee Du-
Guntherus (Hift. C. P. c. 8. p. lo.), I guefs, cange (Hift. de C. P. 1. iv. c. ii— 14. 24.

that the Perpera was the nummus aureus, 35.) and Fleury (Hill. Ecclef. torn. xvii.

the fourth part of a mark of filver, or about p. zoi —204.)•

ten ihillings fterling in value. In lead, it

would
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would have ftarted at the guilt of; but if the mode of ck- C H p.

LXI.
prelTion were changed, he might lawfully repay the debt, accept ' >r—

'

the gift, and acknowledge the obligation. His ambafladors, two

Dominicans, were difpatched to Venice, to redeem and receive the

holy crown, which had efcaped the dangers of the fea and the gallies

of Vataces. On opening a wooden box, they recognifed the feals

of the doge and barons, which were applied on a flirine of filver

:

and within this flirine, the monument of the Paffion was inclofed in

a golden vafe. The reludtant Venetians yielded to juftice and power :

the emperor Frederic granted a free and honourable paffage ; the

court of France advanced as far as Troyes in Champagne, to meet

with devotion this ineftimable relic : it was borne in triumph through

Paris by the king himfelf, barefoot, and in his fhirt ; and a free

gift of ten thoufand marks of filver reconciled Baldwin to his lofs.

The fuccefs of this tranfadtion tempted the Latin emperor to offer

with the fame generofity the remaining furniture of his chapel "

;

a large and authentic portion of the true crofs ; the baby-linen of

the Son of God ; the lance, the fpunge, and the chain, of his Paf-

fion ; the rod of Mofes, and part of the ikull of St. John the baptift.

For the reception of thefe fpiritual treafures, twenty thoufand marks

were expended by St. Louis on a (lately foundation, the holy chapel

of Paris, on which the mufe of Boileau has bellowed a comic im-

mortality. The truth of fuch remote and ancient relics, which

cannot be proved by any human teilimony, mull be admitted by

thofe who believe in the miracles which they have performed.

About the middle of the laft age, an inveterate ulcer was touched

and cured by an holy prickle of the holy crown " : the prodigy is

attefted by the moil pious and enlightened Chriilians of France ; nor

'* Melanges tires d'une grande Biblio- " It was performed A. D. 1656, March 24, on

theque, torn, xliii. p. 201— 205. The Lu* the niece of Pafcal ; and that fuperior genius,

trin of Boileau exhibits the infide, the foul with Arnauld, Nicole, &c, were on the fpot

and manners of the Sainfe Chapellt ; and to believe and atteft a miracle which con-

many fails relative to the inftitution are col- founded the Jefuits, and faved Port Royal

leiled and explained by his commentators, (Oeuvres de Racine, torn. vi. p. 176— 187.

Broffette and de St. Marc, in his eloquent Hiftory of Port Royal).

Vol. VI. D d witl
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^
?yf

^• win the fa£l be eafily difproved, except by thofe who are armed with

« V ' a general antidote agalnft religious credulity ".

Progrefs of The Latins of Conftantlnople" were on all fides encompaifed and
the Greeks,

A.D. preifed : their fole hope, the laft delay of their ruin, was in the divi-

fion of their Greek and Bulgarian enemies ; and of this hope they

were deprived by the fuperlor arms and policy of Vataces emperor

of Nice. From the Propontis to the rocky coafl of Pamphylia, Afia

was peaceful and profperous under his reign : and the events of

every campaign extended his influence in Europe. The ftrong cities

of the hills of Macedonia and Thrace, were refcued from the Bulga-

rians ; and their kingdom was circumfcribed by its prefent and pro-

per limits, along the fouthern banks of the Danube. The fole em-

peror of the Romans could no longer brook that a lord of Epirus, a

Comnenian prince of the Weft, ihould prefume to difpute or fhare

the honours of the purple ; and the humble Demetrius changed the

colour of his buikins, and accepted with gratitude the appellation of

defpot. His own fubje£ls were exafperated by his bafenefs and in-

capacity : they implored the protedion of their fupreme lord. After

fome refiftance, the kingdom of Theflalonica was united to the em-

pire of Nice ; and Vataces reigned without a competitor from the

Turkiih borders to the Adriatic gulf. The princes of Europe re-

vered his merit and power ; and had he fubfcribed an orthodox

creed, it il:iould feem that the pope would have abandoned without

reludance the Latin throne of Conilantinople. But the death of

Vataces, the ihort and bufy reign of Theodore his fon, and the

helplefs infancy of his grandfon John, fufpended the reftoration of

'* Vuhaire (Siecle de Louis XIV. c. 37. of the Greek conquefts he has dropped many
Oeuvres, torn. ix. p. 1-8, 179 ) iirives to circumftances, which may be recovered from

invalidate the faft: bat Hume (Eflays, vol.il. the larger hillory of George Acropolita, and

p. 483, 48+.), with more (kill and fuccefs, the three nril books of Nicephorus Gregoras,

feizes the battery, and turns the cannon againft two writers of the Byzantine feries, who
his enemies. have had the good fortune to meet with

" The gradual loiTes of the Latins may learned editors, Leo Allatius at Rome, and

be traced in the third, fourth, and fifth John Boivin in the Academy of Infcriptions

books of the compilation of Ducange: but of Paris.

16 the
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the Greeks. In the next chapter, I fliall explain their domeftic re-

volutions ; in this place, it will be fuiFicient to obferve, that the

young prince was opprcfled by the ambition of his guardian and

colleague Michael Palceologus, who difplayed the virtues and vices Michael Pa-

that belong to the founder of a new dynafty. The emperor Baldwin
G°e'ek em' e-

had flattered himfelf, that he might recover fome provinces or cities
'^°''

by an impotent negociation. His ambafiadors were difmifled from DccemXjer i.

Nice with mockery and contempt. At every place which they

named, Palseologus alleged fome fpecial reafon, which rendered it

dear and valuable in his eyes : in the one he was born ; in another

he had been firft promoted to military command ; and in a third

he had enjoyed, and hoped long to enjoy, the pleafures of the chacc.

" And what then do you propofe to give us ?" faid the aftoniflied

deputies. " Nothing," replied the Greek, " not a foot of land. Tf

" your mailer be defirous of peace, let him pay me as an annual

" tribute, the fum which he receives from the trade and cuftoms of

" Conftantinople. On thefe terms, I may allow him to reign. If

" he refufes, it is war. I am not ignorant of the art of war, and I

" truft the event to God and my fword'*." An expedition againft

the defpot of Epirus was the firft prelude of his arms. If a vidory

was followed by a defeat ; if the race of the Comneni or Angeli

furvived in thofe mountains his efforts and his reign ; the captivity

of Villehardouin, prince ofAchaia, deprived the Latins of the moft **

adive and powerful vaiTal of their expiring monarchy. The re-

publics of Venice and Genoa difputed, in the firft of their naval wars

the command of the fea and the commerce of the Eaft. Pride and

intereft attached the Venetians to the defence of Conftantinople

:

their rivals were tempted to promote the defigns of her enemies, and

the alliance of the Genoefe with the Ichifmatic conqueror provoked

the indignation of the Latin church ".

Intent

5* George Acropolita, c. 78. p. 89, 90. " The Greeks, alhamed of any foreign

edit. Paris. aid, difguife the alliance and fuccour of the

D d 2 Genoefej
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Intent on his great objed, the emperor Michael vifited In perfon

and ilrengthened the troops and fortifications of Thrace. The re-

mains of the Latins were driven from their laft pofleflions : he

aflaulted without fuccefs the fuburb of Galata ; and correfponded

with a perfidious baron, who proved unwilling, or unable, to open

the gates of the metropolis. The next fpring, his favourite general,

Alexius Strategopulus, whom he had decorated with the title of

Cccfar, pafi'ed the Hellefpont with eight hundred horfe and fome in-

fantry^', on a fecret expedition. His inftrudlions enjoined him to

approach, to liften, to watch, but not to rifk any doubtful or danger-

ous enterprife againft the city. The adjacent territory between the

Propontis and the Black Sea, was cultivated by an hardy race of pea-

fants and outlaws, exercifed in arms, uncertain in their allegiance,

but inclined by language, religion, and prefent advantage, to the

party of the Greeks. They were ftyled the volunteers^^, and by

their free fervice, the army of Alexius, with the regulars of Thrace

and theComan auxiliaries °°, was augmented to the number of five-and-

twenty thoufand men. By the ardour of the volunteers, and by his

own ambition, the Caefar was ilimulated to difobey the precife orders

of his mafter, in the juft confidence that fuccefs would plead his

pardon and reward. The weaknefs of Conftantinople, and the dif-

trefs and terror of the Latins, were familiar to the obfervation of the

volunteers : and they reprefented the prefent moment as the moil

propitious to furprii'e and conqueft. A rafh youth, the new go-

Ger.oefe ; but the fail is proved by the tefti-

riony of J. Villani (Chron. 1. vi. c. 71. in

uratori, Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom.xiii.

p. 202, 203.) and William de Nangis (An-
nalcs de St. Loui;, p. 248. in the Louvre

Joinville), ,two impartial foreigners; and

Urban IV. threatened to deprive Genoa of

her archbilhop.

" Some precautions muft be ufed in re-

conciling the difcordant numbers; the 800

ioidiers of Nicetas, the 25,000 of Spanflugino

(aptid Ducange, L v. c. 24.); 'he Greeks

and Scythians of Acropolita, and the nu-

merous army of Michael, in the Epillles of

Pope Urban IV. (i. 129.)

" (\,(>. They are defcribed and
named by Pachymer (I. ii. c. 14.).

'" It is needlefs to feek thefe Comans ia

the deferts of Tartary, or even of Moldavia.
A part of the hord had fubmitted to Johtv
Vataces, and was probably fettled as a nur-
{ery of foldiers on feme waile lands of
Thrace (Cantacuzeoj 1. i, c. 2.).

vernor
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Ternor of the Venetian colony, had failed away with thirty gallles CHAP,
and the beft of the French knights, on a wild expedition to Daph- '

nufia, a town on the Black Sea, at the diftance of forty leagues
j

and the remaining Latins were without ftrength or fufpicion. They

were informed that Alexius had paiTed the Hellefpont ; but their

apprehenfions were lulled by the fmallnefs of his original numbers
;

and their imprudence had not watched the fubfequent encreafe of his

army. If he left his main body to fecond and fupport his operations^

he might advance unperceived in the night with a chofen detach-

ment. AVhile fome applied fcaling-ladders to the loweft part of the

walls, they were fecure of an old Greek, who would Introduce their

companions througli a fubterraneous paiTage into his houfe ; they

could foon on the infide break an entrance through the golden gate,

which had been long obftruded j and the conqueror would be in the

heart of the city, before the Latins were confcious of their danger.

After fome debate, the Cccfar refigned himfelf to the faith of the

volunteers; they were trufty, bold, and fuccefsful ; and in defcribing

the plan, I have already related the execution and fuccefs*'. But no

fooner had Alexius pafled the threihold of the golden gate, than he

trembled at his own railinefs ; lie paufed, he deliberated ; till the

defperate volunteers urged him forwards, by the aiTurance that in

retreat lay the greateft and moil: inevitable danger. Whilft the-

Csefar kept his regulars in firm array, the Comans difperfed them-

felves on all fides ; an alarm was founded, and the threats of fire

and pillage compelled the citizens to a decifive refolution. The

Greeks of Conftantinople remembered their native fovereigns ; the

Genoefe merchants their recent alliance and Venetian foes ; every

quarter was in arms ; and the air refounded with a general accla-

mation of " Long life and vidory to Michael and John, the auguft

*' The lofs of Conftantinople is brJedy 27.), Nicephorus Gregoras (I. iv. c. i, 2.).

told by the Latins: the conqueil is defcribed See Dccange, Hift. de C. P. 1. v. c. 19—
with more fatisfaftion by the Greeks ; by 27.

Acropolita (c. 85.), Pachymer (1. ii, c. z6,

*• emperors
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" emperors of the Romans !" Their rival, Baldwhi, was awakened

by the found ; but the moil preffing danger could not prompt him

to draw his fword in the defence of a city which he deferted, perhaps,

with more pleafure than regret : he fled from the palace to the fea-

ihore, where he defcried the welcome fails of the fleet returning

from the vain and fruitlefs attempt on Daphnufia. Confl:antinople

was irrecoverably loft ; but the Latin emperor and the principal fa-

milies embarked on board the Venetian gallies, and fl:eered for the

ifle of Euboea, and afterwards for Italy, where the royal fugitive

was entertained by the pope and Sicilian king with a mixture of

contempt and pity. From the lofs of Conftantinople to his death,

he confumed thirteen years, foliciting the Catholic powers to join in

his reftoration ; the leflbn had been familiar to his youth ; nor was

his laft exile more indigent or lliameful than his three former pil-

grimages to the courts of Europe. His fon Philip was the heir of

an ideal empire ; and the pretenfions of /jIs daughter Catherine were

tranfported by her marriage to Charles of Valois, the brother of

Philip the Fair king of France. The houfe of Courtenay was repre-

fented in the female line by fuccefllve alliances, till the title of em-

peror of Conftantinople, too bulky and fonorous for a private name»

modeftly expired in filence and oblivion *\

General con- After this narrative of the expeditions of the Latins to Paleftinc
fequences of

thecrufades. and Conftantinoplc, I cannot difmifs the fubjedl without revolving

the general confequences on the countries that were the fcene, and

on the nations that were the aftors, of thefe memorable crufades '^

As foon as the arms of the Franks were withdrawn, the impreflionj

** See the three laft books (]. —viii.). It is uncertain whether he left any pofierity,

and the genealogical tables of Ducange. In ''^ Abulfeda, who faw the conclufion of

the year 1382, the titular emperor of Con- thecrufades, fpeaks of the kingdoms of the

ftantinople was James de Baiix, duke of An- Franks, and thofe of the Negroes, as equally

dria in the kingdom of Naples, the fon of unknown (Prolegom. ad Geograph.). H»d
Margaret, daughter of Catherine de Valois, he not difdained the Latin language, ho.v

daughter of Catherine, daughter of Philip, fo" ealily might the Syrian prince have found
cf Baldwin II. (Ducange, 1. viii. c. 37, 38.) books and interpreters?

though
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though not the memory, was erazed in the Mahometan realms of C A P.

Egypt and Syria. The faithful difciples of the prophet were never '_ -,- _j

tempted by a prophane defire to ftudy the laws or language of the

idolaters ; nor did the fimplicity of their primitive manners receive

the flightefl: alteration from their intercourfe in peace and war with

the unknown ftrangers of the Weft. The Greeks, who thought

themfelves proud, but who were only vain, fhewed a difpofition

fomewhat lefs inflexible. In the efforts for the recovery of their

empire, they emulated the valour, difcipline, and taftics, of their

antagonifts. The modern literature of the Weft they might juftly

defpife ; but its free fpirit would inftrudt them in the rights of man
;

and fome inftitutions of public and private life were adopted from

the French. The correfpondence of Conftantinople and Italy dlf-

fufed the knowledge of the Latin tongue ; and feveral of the fathers

and claflics were at length honoured with a Greek verfion**. But the

national and religious prejudices of the Orientals were inflamed by

perfecution ; and the reign of the Latins confirmed the feparation of

the two churches.

If we compare, at the aera of the crufades, the Latins of Europe

with the Greeks and Arabians, their refpedtive degrees of know-
ledge, induftry, and art, our rude anceftors muft be content with the

third rank in the fcale of nations. Their fucceifive improvement

and prefent fuperiority may be afcribed to a peculiar energy of cha-

ra£ter, to an ailive and imitative fpirit, unknown to their more po-

liftied rivals, who at that time were in a ftationary or retrograde

ftate. Wiih fuch a difpofidon, the Latins ihould have derived the

moft early and efl'ential benefits from a feries of events which opened

to their eyes the profpedl of the world, and introduced them to a

long and frequent intercourfe with the more cultivated regions of the

* A (hort and fiiperficial account of thefe 1327— 1353), has tranilated Ca:far's Com-
verfions from Laiin into Geek, is given by mentaries, the Somnium Scipionis, the Me-
Huet (de Interpretatione et de claris IntPr- tamorphofes and Heroides of Ovid, &c.
pretibus, p. 131-135.). Maximus Pla- (Fabric. Bib. Grsc. torn. x. 533.)
nudes, a monk of Cofiilantiuople (A. D.

Eaft,
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Eaft. The firil and moil obvious progrefs was in trade and manu-

fadiures, ia the arts which are ftrongly prompted by the thiril of

wealth, the calls of neceffity, and the gratification of the fenle or

vanity. Among the crowd of unthinking fanatics, a captive or a

pilgrim might fometimes obferve the fuperior refinements of Cairo

and Conftantinople : the firft importer of wind-mills" was the bene-

fadtor of nations ; and if fuch bleifings are enjoyed without any

grateful remembrance, hiftory has condefcended to notice the more

apparent luxuries of filk and fugar, which were tranfported into

Italy from Greece and Egypt. But the intelleftual wants of the

Latins were more flowly felt and fupplied ; the ardour of ftudious

curiofity was awakened in Europe by different caufes and more re-

cent events ; and, in the age of the crufades, they viewed with care-

lefs indifference the literature of the Greeks and Arabians. Some

rudiments of mathematical and medicinal knowledge might be im-

parted in pradlice and in figures ; neceffity might produce fome

interpreters for the grofler bufinefs of merchants and foldiers ; but

the commerce of the Orientals had not diffufed the ftudy and know-

ledge of their languages in the fchools of Europe'". If a fimilar

principle of religion repulfed the idiom of the Koran, it ihould have

excited their patience and curiofity to underftand the original text

of the Gofpel; and the fame grammar would have unfolded the fenfe

of Plato and the beauties of Homer. Yet in a reign of fixty years

the Latins of Conftantinople difdained the fpeech and learning of

their fubjedls ; and the manufcripts were the only treafures which

the natives might enjoy without rapine or envy. Ariftotle was in-

deed the oracle of the Weftern univerfities ; but it was a barbarous

Ariftotle ; and, inftead of afcending to the fountain-head, his Latin

*^ windmills, firft invented in the dry (Biographia Britannica, vol. i. p. 418. Kip-
country of Afia Minor, were ufed in Nor- pis's edition). If Bacon himfelf, or Ger-
inandy as early as the year 1105 (Vie privee bert, underftood feme Greeks, they were pro-

(Ics Francois, torn. i. p. 42, 43. Ducange, digies, and owed nothing to the commerce
Gloff. Latin, torn. iv. p. 474.). of the Eaft.

'"^ See the complaints of Roger Bacon

votaries

14
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votanes humbly accepted a corrupt and remote verfion from the C A P.

Jews and Moors of Andalufia. The principle of the crulades was a '—v- '

favage fanaticifm ; and the moil important effeds were analogous to

the caufe. Each pilgrim was ambitious to return with his facred

fpoils, the relics of Greece and Paleftine^'; and each relic was pre-

ceded and followed by a train of miracles and vifions. The belief

of the Catholics was corrupted by new legends, their pra£lice by new

fuperftitions ; and the eftablifhment of the inquifition, the mendi-

cant orders of monks and friars, the lail abufe of indulgences, and

the final progrefs of idolatry, flowed from the baleful fountain of

the holy war. The adive fpirit of the Latins preyed on the vitals

of their reafon and religion ; and if the ninth and tenth centuries

were the times of darknefs, the thirteenth and fourteenth were the

age of abfurdity and fable.

In the profeffion of Chriilianity, in the cultivation of a fertile

land, the northern conquerors of the Roman empire infenfiblv

mingled with the provincials, and rekindled the embers of the arts

of antiquity. Their fettlements about the age of Charlemagne had

acquired fome degree of order and ftability, when they were over-

whelmed by new fwarms of iuA'aders, the Normans, Saracens", and

Hungarians, who replunged the weflern countries of Europe into

their former ftate of anarchy and barbarifm. About the eleventh

century, the fecond tempeft had fubfided by the expulfion or con-

verfion of the enemies of Chriilendom : the tide of civilization

which had fo long ebbed, began to flow with a fl;eady and acce-

lerated courfe ; and a fairer profped was opened to the hopes and

efforts of the rifmg generations. Great was the increafe, and rapid

*' Such was the opinion of the great Leib- *' If I rank the Saracens with the Bar-
nitz (Oeuvres deFontenelle, torn. V. P.45S.), barians, it is only relative to their wars, or

a mailer of the hiftory of the middle ages. I rather inroads, in Italy and France, where
ihall only inftance the pedigree of the Car- their fole purpofe was to plunder and de-
melites, ^nd the flight of the houfe of Loret- ftroy.

10, which were both derived from Paleftine.

Vol. VI. e the
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c A P. the progrefs, during the two hundred years of the crufades ; and

V-

—

\f^—j fome philofoph^rs have applauded the propitious influence of thefe

holy wars, which appear to me to have checked rather than for-

warded the maturity of Europe "'. The lives and labours of millions,

which were buried in the Eaft, would have been more profitably

employed in the improvement of their native country : the accumu-

lated ilock of indufl;ry and wealth would have overflowed in navi-

gation and trade ; and the Latins would have been enriched and

enlightened by a pure and friendly correfpondence with the climates

of the Eafl:. In one refped I can indeed perceive the accidental

operation of the crufades, not fo much in producing a benefit as in

removing an evil. The larger portion of the inhabitants of Europe

was chained to the foil, without freedom, or property, or know-

ledge ; and the two orders of ecclefiafliics and nobles, whofe num-

bers were comparatively fmall, alone deferved the nam-e of citizens

and men. This oppreflive fyfl:em was fupported by the arts of the

clergy and the fwords of the barons. The authority of the priefl:s

operated in the darker ages as a falutary antidote : they prevented

the total extin£lion of letters, mitigated the ficrcenefs of the times,

Iheltered the poor and defencelefs, and preferved or revived the peace

and order of civil fociety. But the independence, rapine, and dif-

cord, of the feudal lords were unmixed with any femblance of good

;

and every hope of induftry and improvement was cruihed by the

iron weight of the martial ariilocracy. Among the caufes that

undermined that Gothic edifice, a confpicuous place muft be allowed

to the crufades. The eilates of the barons were difllpated, and their

race was often extinguiihed, in thefe coftly and perilous expeditions.

Their poverty extorted from their pride thofe charters of free-

dom which unlocked the fetters of the flave, . fecured the farm of

*5 On this intereiling fubjedl:, the progrefs own times; and it is with private, as well as

of fociety in Europe, a llrong ray of phiio- public regard, that I repeat the names of

fophic light has broke from Scotland in our HumCj Robertfon, and Adam Smuh.

ihe



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 211

the peafant and the ihop of the artificer, and gradually reilored a C A P.

fubftance and a foul to the moil numerous and ufeful part of the v,—,~.i^

community. The conflagration which deilroyed the tall and barren

trees of the foreft gave air and fcope to the vegetation of the fmaller

and nutritive plants of the foil.

A. D. 1020.

O'igrefft07i 07i the Family of Courtenay.

THE purple of three emperors, who have reigned at Conftantl-

neple, will authorife or excufe a digreifion on the origin and fingular

fortunes of the houfe of Courtenay '°, in the three principal

branches, I. Of Edeifa ; II. Of France ; and, III. Of England, of

which the laft only has furvived the revolutions of eight hundred

years.

I. Before the introdudion of trade, which fcatters riches, and of Origin of

the family of

knowledge, which difpels prejudice, the prerogative of birth is moil Courtenay,

ilrongly felt and moil humbly acknowledged. In every age, the

laws and manners of the Germans have difcriminated the ranks of

fociety : the dukes and counts, who ihared the empire of Charle-

magne, converted their office to an inheritance ; and to his children,

each feudal lord bequeathed his honour and his fvvord. The proudefl:

families are content to lofe in the darkneis of the middle ages, the

tree of their pedigree, which, however deep and lofty, mull ulti-

mately rife from a plebeian root ; and their hiftorians mufi: defcend

ten centuries below the Chriftian sera, before they can afcertaia any

lineal fucceifion by the evidence of furnamcs, of arms, and of authentic

'° I have applied, but not confined, my- the fecond from Bouchet's French hlftory;

felf to A gexealogical Hiflory of the noble and and ihe third from various memorials, public,

illi'flrious Family cf Courtenay, hy Ezra Clea-ue- provincial, and private, of the Courtenays

land. Tutor to Sir William Courtenay, and of Devonlhire. The redlor of Honiton has

ReHor of Hcniton ; Exon. 173;. infolio. The more gratitude than induflry, and more in-

firft part is extraded from William of Tyre, duilry than criticifm.

e 2 records.
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C HA p. j-ecords. With the firfl; rays of light", we difcern the nobility and

*—V——' opulence of Atho, a French knight : his nobility, in the rank and

title of a namelefs father ; his opulence, in the foundation of the

caftle of Courtenay in tlie diilriil of Gatinois, about fifty-fix miles

to the fouth of Paris. From the reign of Robert, the fon of Hugh
Capet, the barons of Courtenay are confpicuous among the imme-
diate vaiTals of the crown; and Jofcelin, the grandfon of Atho and a

noble dame, is enrolled among the heroes of the firft crufade. A
domeilic alliance (their mothers were fifters) attached him to the

I. Thecounts fl:andard of Baldwin of Bruges, the fecond count of Edefla : a

A. D.' princely fief, which he was worthy to receive, and able to maintain,
5.101—1152,

^j-mounces the number of his martial followers : and after the de-

parture of his coufin, Jofcelin himfelf was invefted with the county

of Edefla on both fides of the Euphrates. By the CEConomy ia.

peace, his territories were repleniihed with Latin and Syrian fub—

jefts ; his magazines with corn, wine, and oil; his cafl;les with gold,

and filver, with arms and horfes. In a holy warfare of thirty years,

he was alternately a conqueror and a captive ; but he died like a

foldier, in an horfe-litter at the head of his troops ; and his laft

glance beheld the flight of the Turkiih invaders who had prefumed

on his age and infirmities. His fon and fucceflfor, of tlK fame

name, was lefs deficient in valour than in vigilance ; but he fome-

times forgot that dominion is acquired and maintained by the fame

arts. He challenged the hofl:iUty of the Turks, without fecuring

the friendihip of the prince of Antioch ; and, amidfl: the peaceful

luxury of Turbeflel, in Syria''", Jofcelin negleiled the defence of

the Chriftian frontier beyond the Euphrates. In his abfence, Zenghi,.

the firfl: of the Atabeks, befieged and ftormed his capital, Edefla,,

which was feebly defended by a timorous and difloyal crowd of

" The primitive record of the family, is a '* Turbeflel, or as it is now flyled Tel-
paflageof the cominiiator of Aimoin, a monk befher, is fixed by d'Anville four-and-twenty

of Fleury, who wrote in the xii"" century, miles from the great paffage over the Eu-
See his Chronicle, in the Hiftorians of France phrates at Zeugma,
(torn. xi. p. 276.)•

Orientals;
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Orientals : the Franks were opprefled in a bold attempt fpr Its re-

covery, and Courtenay ended his days in the prifon of Aleppo,

He ilill left a fair and ample patrimony. But the vidlorious Turks

oppreiTed on all fides the weaknefs of a widow and orphan ; and

for the equivalent of an annual penfion, they refigned to the Greek

emperor the charge of defending, and the ihame of lofing, the laft

relics of the Latin conqueft. The countefs-dowager of EdeiTa re-

tired to Jerufalem \vith her two children : the daughter, Agnes, be-

came the wife and mother of a king ; the fon, Jofcelin the third,,

accepted the office of fenechal, the firfl: of the kingdom, and held

his new eftates in Paleftine by the fervice of fifty knights. His

name appears with honour in all the tranfaftions of peace and war

;

but he finally vaniihes in the fall of Jeruf.\lem ; and the name of

Courtenay, in this branch of EdeiTa, was loft by the marriage of

his two daughters with a French and a German baron ".

II. While JofceHn reigned beyond the Euphrates, his elder bro- . The

ther Milo, the fon of Jofcelin, the fon of Atho, continued, near the of France.

Seine, to poiTefs the caftle of their fathers, which was at length in-

herited by Rainaud, or Reginald, the youngeft of his three fons.

Examples of genius or virtue muft be rare in the annals of the

oldeft families j and, in a remote age, their pride will embrace a

deed of rapine and violence ; fuch, however, as could not be per-

petrated without fome fuperiority of courage, or, at leaft, of power•.

A defcendant of Reginald of Courtenay may bluih for the public

robber, who ftripped and imprifoned feveral merchants, after they had

fatisfied the king's duties, at Sens and Orleans. He will glory in

the offence, fince the bold offender could not be compelled to obe-

dience and reftitution till the regent and the count of Champagne

prepared to march againft him at the head of an army '*. Reginald

beftowed

^' His poiTellions are diftinguidied in the years 1153 and 1187. His pedigree may be
Affifes of Jerufalem (c. 326.) among the feu- found in the Lignages d'Outremer, c. i6.

dal tenures of the kingdom, which muft '+ The rapine and fatisfaftion of Reginald
therefore have been colleded between the de Courtenay, are prepofteroufly arranged in

the-
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beftowed,his eftates on his eldeft daughter, and his daughter on the

feventh fon of king Louis the Fat ; and their marriage was crowned

with a numerous offspring. We might exped that a private ihould

have merged in a royal name ; and that the defcendants of Peter of

France and EHzabeth of Courtenay would have enjoyed the title

and honours of princes of the blood. But this legitimate claim was

long negle£led and finally denied ; and the caufes of their difgrace

will reprefent the ftory of this fecond branch, i . Of all the fami-

lies now extant, the moil ancient, doubtlefs, and the moft illuilrious,

is the houfe of France, which has occupied the fame throne above

eight hundred years, and defcends, in a clear and lineal feries of

males, from the middle of the ninth century "; In the age of the

crufades, it was already revered both in the Eaft and Weft. But

from.Hugh Capet to the marriage of Peter, no more than five reigns

or generations had elapfed ; and fo precarious was their title, that

the eldeft fons, as a ncceifary precaution, were previoufly crowned

during the lifetime of their fathers. The peers of France have long

maintained their precedency before the younger branches of the royal

line ; nor had the princes of the blood, in the twelfth century, ac-

quired that hereditary luftre which is now diffufed over the moft

remote candidates for the fucceffion. 2. The barons of Courtenay

muft have ftood high in their own eftimation, and in that of the

the Epiftles of the abbot and regent Suger is conjeilure or fable. -It is a probable con-

(cxiv. cxvi.), the beft memorials of the age jeflure, that the third race defcended from

(Duchefne, Scriptores Hift. Franc, torn. iv. the fecond by Childebrand, the brother of

P-530•)• Charles Mawel. It is an abfurd fable, that

'' In the beginning of the xi"" century, the fecond was allied to the firft by the mar-
after naming the father and grandfather of riage of Anlbert, a Roman fenator and the

Hugh Capet, the monk Glaber is obliged anceftorof St. Arnoul, with Blitilde, a daughter
to add, cujus genus valde in-ante reperitur ofClotaire I. The Saxon origin of the houfe

obfcurum. Yet we are aflured that the great of France is an ancient but incredible cpi-

grandfather of Hugh Capet was Robert the nion. See a judicious memoir of M. de
Strong, count of Anjou (A.D. 863—873), Foncemagne (Memoires de I'Academie des

a noble Frank of Neuftria.Neuftricus ge- Infcriptions, torn. xx. p. 548— 579). He
nerofa: ilirpis, who was (lain in the defenc? had promifeJ to declare his own opinion in a

of his country againft the Normans, dum fecond roentoir, which ha never appeared.

painx fines tuebatur. Beyoad Robert, iill

4 "world,
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•world, fince they could impofe on the fon of a king the obligation

of adopting for himfelf ahd all his defccndants the name and arms

of their daughter and his wife. In the marriage of an heirefs with

her inferior or her equal, fucli exchange was often required and al-

lowed : but as they continued to diverge from the regal ftem, the

ions of Louis the Fat were infenfibly confounded with their ma-

ternal anceftors ; and the new Courtenays might deferve to forfeit

the honours of their birth, which a motive of interefl had tempted

them to renounce. 3. The ihame was far more permanent than the

reward, and a momentary blaze was followed by a long darknefsw

The eldeft fon of thefe nuptials, Peter of Courtenay, had married,

as I have already mentioned, the fifter of the counts of Flanders, the

two firft emperors of Conftantinople : he raihly accepted the invita-

tion of the barons of Romania ; his two fons, Robert and Baldwinj

fucceiTively held and loft the remains of the Latin empire in the

Eaft, and the grand-daughter of Baldwin the fecond again mingled

her blood with the blood of France and of Valois. To fupport the

expences of a troubled and tranfitory reign, their patrimonial eftates

•were mortgaged or fold ; and the laft emperors of Conftantinople

depended on the annual charity of Rome and Naples.

While the elder brothers diifipated their wealth in romantic ad-

ventures, and the caftle of Courtenay was profaned by a plebeian

owner, the younger branches of that adopted name were propagated

and multiplied. But their fplendour was clouded by poverty and

time : after the deceafe of Robert, great butler of Fran<:e, they de-

fcended from princes to barons ; the next generations v^'ere con-

founded with the fimple gentry ; the defcendants of Hugh Capet

could no longer be vifible in the rural lords of Tanlay and of

Champignelles» The. more adventurous embraced without diiho-

nour the profeffion of a foldier : the leaft adive and opulent might

fmk, like their coufms of the branch of Dreux, into tiie condition of

peafants, Their royal defcent, in a dark period of four hundred

years».
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C HAP. years, became each day more obfolete and ambiguous : and their pe-

»„—

,

, digree, inftead of being enrolled in the annals of the kingdom, muft

be painfully fearched by the minute diligence of heralds and genea-

logifts. It was not till the end of the fixteenth century on the ac-

ceffion of a family, almoft as remote as their own, that the princely

fpirit of the Courtenays again revived ; and the queilion of the no-

bility, provoked them to aflert the royalty, of their blood. They ap-

pealed to the juftice and compaffion of Henry the fourth ; obtained

a favourable opinion from twenty lawyers of Italy and Germany,

and modeftly compared themfelves to the defcendants of king David,

whofe prerogatives were not impaired by the lapfe of ages or the trade

of a carpenter '°. Bat every ear was deaf, and every circumftance

was adverfe, to their lawful claims. The Bourbon kings were jufti-

fied by the neglect of the Valois : the princes of the blood more re-

cent and lofty, difdained the alliance of this humble kindred : the

parliament, without denying their proofs, eluded a dangerous pre-

cedent by an arbitrary diftindion, and eftabliihed St. Louis as the

firft father of the royal line ". A repetition of complaints and pro-

teils was repeatedly difregarded : and the hopelefs purfult was ter-

minated in the prefeiit century by the death of the laft male of the

family ''. Their painful and anxious fituation was alleviated by the

pride

'* Of the various petitions, apologies, &c. " The fenfe of the parliaments is thus

publilhed by the princes of Courtenay, I have expreiled by Thuanui : Principis nomen nuf-

ieen the three following, all in octavo: l.De quam in Gallia tributum, nifi iis qui per

Stirpe at Origine Domus de Courtenay: ad- mares e regibus nollris originem repetunt:

dita funt Pvefponfa celeberrimorum Europe qui nunc tantum a Ludovico nono bcat^e

Jurifccrifultorum : Paris, 1607. 2. Repre- memoriie numerantur: nam COi7/««•/ et Dro-

fentation du Precede lenu a i'inilance faide cenfes, a Ludo\aco crafib genus ducentes,

devant le Roi, par MeiTieurs de Courtenay, hodie iiuer eos minime recenfentur. A dif-

'pour la confervation de I'Honneur et Dig- tinftion of expediency, rather than juftice.

nite de leur Maifon, branche de la royalle The fanftity of Louis IX. could not inveft

Maifon de France: a Paris, 1613. 3. Re- him with any fpecial prerogative, and ail

prefentation du fubjed qui a porte Meffieurs the defcendants of Hugh Capet mull be in,

de Salles ei de Fraville, de la Maifon de eluded in his original compaft with the

Courtenays, a fe retirer hors du Royaume, French nation.

1614. It v.as an homicide, for which the
''^ The laft male of the Courtenays was

Courtenays expedled to be pardoned, or tried, Charles Roger, who died in the year 1730,

iis princes 0/ the blood. without leaving any fons. The laft female

>vns
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pride of confcious virtue: they fternly rejeited the temptations of C HAP.
fortune and fiwour ; and a dying Courtenay would have facrificed y / •

his fon, if the youth could have renounced, for any temporal intereft,

the right and title of a legitimate prince of the blood of France'".

III. According to the old regifter of Ford Abbey, the Courtenays ifi- The

of Devonfliire are defcended from prince Florus, the fecond fon of of England.

Peter, and the grandfon of Louis the Fat'". This fable of the grate-

ful or venal monks was too refpeflfully entertained by our anti-

quaries, Cambden" and Dugdale^^ : but it is fo clearly repugnant to

truth and time, that the rational pride of the family now refufes to

accept this imaginary founder. Their moft faithful hiftorians believe,

that after giving his daughter to the king's fon, Reginald of Cour-

tenay abandoned his poiTeiTions in France, and obtained from the

Engliih monarch a fecond wife and a new inheritance. It is cer-

tain, at leaft, that Henry the fecond diftinguiihed in his camps and

councils, a Reginald, of the name and arms, and, as it may be

fairly prefumed, of the genuine race, of the Courtenays of France.

The right of wardfliip enabled a feudal lord to reward his vaflal with

the marriage and eilate of a noble heirefs ; and Reginald of Cour-

tenay acquired a fair eftabliihment in Devonihire, where his pofterity

has been feated above fix hundred years". From a Norman baron,

Baldwin

was Helene de Courienay, who married to Ford abbey, was followed by oppreffion

Louis de Beaufremont. Her title of Princeffe on one fide and ingratitude on the other;

du Sang Royal de France, was fuppreiTed and in the fixth generation, the monks ceafed

(February f^, 1737) by an arr^t of the par- to regiller the births, aftions, and deaths of

liament of Paris. their patrons.

'» Thefingular anecdote to which I allude, " In his Britannia, in the lift of the earls

is related in the Recueil des Pieces interef- of Devonihire. Hisexpreffion,eregiofanguine

fantes et peu connues (Maeftricht, 1786, in ortos credunt, betrays however fome doubt

4 vols. 12°">) ; and the unknown editor or fufpicion.

quotes his author, who had received it from ^^ In his Baronage, P. i. p. 634. he re-

Helene de Courtenay, marquife de Beaufre- fers to his own Monafticon. Should he not
tnom. have correiled the regular of Ford abbey,

'" Dugdale, Monafticon Anglicanum, vol. i. and annihilated the phantom Florus, by the

p. 786. Yet this fable muft have been in- unqueftionable evidence of the French hifto-

vented before the reign of Edward III. The rians .?

profufe devotion of the three firft generations «s Befides the third and moft valuable book
Vol. VI. F f of
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CHAP. Baldwin de Bnoniis, who had been invefted by the Conqueror,

i^—V—-* Hawife, the wife of Reginald, derived the honour of Okehampton,

which was held by the fervice of ninety-three knights ; and a female

might claim the manly oiTices of hereditary vifcount or iheriff, and

of captain of the royal caftle of Exeter. Their fon Robert married

the filler of the earl of Devon ; at the end of a century, on the failure

of the family of Rivers '"'*, his great-grandfon, Hugh the fecond,

fucceeded to a title which was ftill confidered as a territorial dignity ;

The earls of and twelve earls of Devonihire, of the name of Courtenay, have flou-

riihed in a period of two hundred and twenty years. They were

ranked among the chief of the barons of the realm ; nor was it till

after a flrenuous difpute, that they yielded to the fief of Arundel,

the firft place in the parliament of England : their alliances were

contracted with the nobleft families, the Veres, Defpenfers, St. Johns,

Talbots, Bohuns, and even the Plantagenets themfelves ; and in a

conteft with John of Lancafter, a Courtenay, biihop of London,

and afterwards archbifhop of Canterbury, might be accufed of pro-

fane confidence in the ftrength and number of his kindred. Li

peace, the earls of Devon refided in their numerous caftles and

manors of the weft : their ample revenue was appropriated to devo-

tion and hofpitality ; and the epitaph of Edward, furnamed, from

his misfortune, the hlind^ from his virtues, the good^ earl, inculcates

with much ingenuity a moral fentence, which may however be abufed

by thoughtlefs generofity. After a grateful commemoration of the

fifty-five years of union and happinefs, which he enjoyed with Mabel

his wife, the good earl thus fpeaks from the tomb

:

What we gave, we have;

What we l]pent, we had j

What we left, we loft".

But

of Cleaveland's Hidory, I have confulted Firft's time, in Ifabella de Fortibus, a fa-

Dugdale, the father of our genealogical mous and potent dowager, who long fur-

fcience (Baronage, P. i. p. 634.— 643.). vived her brother and hu/band (Dugdale,
' This great family, de Ripuariis, de Baronage, P. i. p. 254—257.).

Redvers, de Rivers, ended, in Edward the '^ CleaTeland, p. 142. By fome, it is

afiigned
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But their lo[fcs, in tliis fenfe, were far fuperior to their gifts and ex- C A P.

pences; and their heirs, not lefs than the poor, were the objcdts of ^.-^- ^
their paternal care. The fums which they paid for livery and

feifin, atteft the greatnefs of their poiTeifions ; and feveral eftates

have remained in their family fince the thirteenth and fourteenth

centuries. In war, the Courtenays of England fulfilled the duties,

and deferved the honours, of chivalry. They were often entrufted

to levy and command the militia of Devonihire and Cornwall ; they

often attended their fupreme lord to the borders of Scotland ; and in

foreign fervice, for a ftipulated price, they fometimes maintained

fourfcore men at arms and as many archers. By fea and land they

fought under the ftandard of the Edwards and Henries : their names

are confpicuous in battles, in tournaments, and in the original lift of

the order of the garter ; three brothers ihared the Spaniih vidory of

the Black Prince ; and in the lapfe of fix generations, the Engliih

Courtenays had learned to difpife the nation and country from which

they derived their origin. In the quarrel of the two rofes, the earls of

Devon adhered to the houfe of Lancafter, and three brothers fucceifively

died, either in the field or on the fcafFold. Their honours and eftates

were reftored by Henry the feventh ; a daughter of Edward the fourth

was not difgraced by the nuptials of a Courtenay ; their fon, who was

created marquis of Exeter, enjoyed the favour of his coufin Henry the

eighth; and in the camp of Cloth of Gold, he broke a lance againft the

French monarch. But the favour ofHenry was the prelude of difgrace;

his difgrace was the fignal of death; and of the vidims of the jealous

tyrant, the marquis of Exeter is one of the moft noble and guiltlefs.

His fon Edward lived a prifoner in the Tower, and died an exile at

Padua ; and the fecret love of queen Mary, whom he flighted, perhaps

for the princefs Elizabeth, has ihed a romantic colour on the ftory

of this beautiful youth. The relics of his patrimony were con-

veyed into ftrange families by the marriages of his four aunts ; and

^ffigned to a Rivers earl of Devon : but the Engliih denotes the xv''•, rather than the xiii'\

century.

F f 2 his
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CHAP. Ills perfonal honours, as if they had been legally extnift, were re-

—«V—-< vived by the patents of fucceeding princes. But there ftill furvived

a lineal defcendant of Hugh the firft earl of Devon, a younger

branch of the Courtenays, who have been feated at Powderham

caftle above four hundred years from the reign of Edward the third

to the prefent hour. Their eilates have been encreafed by the grant

and improvement of lands in Ireland, and they have been recently

reftored to the honours of the peerage. Yet the Courtenays ftill re-

tain the plaintive motto, which aflerts the innocence, and deplores

the fall, of their ancient houfe^°. While they figh for paft greatnefs,

they are doubtlefs fenfible of prefent bleflings : in the long feries of

the Courtenay annals, the moft fplendid sera is Kkewife the moft un-

fortunate ; nor can an opulent peer of Britain be inclined to envy

the emperors of Conftantinople, who wandered over Europe to folicit

alms for the fupport of their dignity and the defence of their ca»

pital.

'* Vbilaffus! ^idfed? a motto which Courtenays were, or, three torteaux, gules,

was probably adopted by the Powderham which feem to denote their affinity with God-
branch, after the lofs of the earldom of De- frey of, and the ancient counts of
vonihire, &c. The primitive arms of the Boulogne.
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CHAP. LXII.

'The Greek Emperors of Nice and Co7iflantinople.—Ele-

vation and Reign of Michael Palceologus.—His falfe

Union with the Pope and the Latin Church.—Hofiile

Defgns of Charles of Anjou.—Revolt of Sicily.—War

of the Catalans 7 Afia a7id Greece.—Revolutions and

prefent State of Athens,

THE lofs of Conftantlnople reftored a momentary vigour to the CHAP.
Greeks. From their palaces, the princes and nobles were -.,_l_j

driven into the field ; and the fragments of the falling monarchy of fhe Greek

were grafped by the hands of the moil vigorous or the moil ikilful ^nr^f^•

candidates. In the long and barren pages of the Byzantine annals', it

would not be an eafy taik to equal the two chara£lers of Theodore Laf- Theodore

caris and John Ducas Vataces^, vcho replanted and upheld the Roman ' a.D.

ftandard at Nice in Bichynia. The difference of their virtues was 1204—1222..

happily fuited to the diverfity of their fituation. In his firil efforts,

the fugitive Lafcaris commanded only three cities and two thoufand

foldiers : his reign was the feafon of generous and adive defpair :

in every military operation he flaked his life and crown ; and his

enemies, of the Hellefpont and the M.xander, were furprifed by his

' For the reigns of the Nicene emperors, 460.)• Yet the hiik>ry of Nicephorus Gre-

more efpecially of John Vataces and his fon, goras, though of the xiv'*" century, is a va-

their miniiler, George Acropolita, is the only luable narrative from the taking of Con-

genuine contemporary: but George Pachy- ftantinople by the Latins.

mer returned to Conllantinople with the ^ Nicephorus Gregoras (I. ii. c. i.) diftin-

Greelcs, at the age of nineteen (Hanckius, guifhes between the ^, if^r, of Lafcaris^

de Script. Byzant. c. 33, 34. p. 564— 578. and the ivrcc^im of Vataces. The twQ por-

fabric. Bibliot. Graec. com. vi. p. 44S

—

traits are in a very good ftyle.

celerity
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celerity and fubdued by his boldnefs. A victorious velgn of eighteen

years expanded the principaUty of Nice to the magnitude of an

empire. The throne of his fucceflbr and fon-in-law Vataces was

founded on a more folid bafis, a larger fcope, and more plentiful

refources ; and it was the temper, as well as the intereft, of Vataces

to calculate the riik, to expeil the moment, and to enfure the fuc-

cefs, of his ambitious defigns. In the decline of the Latins, I have

briefly expofed the progrefs of the Greeks ; the prudent and gradual

advances of a conqueror, who, in a reign of thirty-three years,

refcued the provinces from national and foreign ufurpers, till he

prefled on "all fides the Imperial city, a leaflefs and faplefs trunk which

muft fall at the firft ftroke of the axe. But his interior and peaceful

adminiftration is ftill more deferving of notice and praife \ The

calamities of the times had wailed the numbers and the fubftance

of the Greeks : the motives and the means of agriculture were ex-

tirpated ; and the moil fertile lands were left without cultivation or

inhabitants. A portion of this vacant property was occupied and

improved by the command, and for the benefit, of the emperor : a

powerful hand and a vigilant eye fupplied and furpafled, by a ikilful

management, the minute diligence of a private farmer : the royal

domain became the garden and granary of Afia ; and without ira-

poverifhing the people, the fovereign acquired a fund of innocent

and produdive wealth. According to the nature of the foil, his

lands were fown with corn or planted with vines: the pailures were

filled with horfes and oxen, with iheep and hogs; and when Vataces

prefented to the emprefs a crown of diamonds and pearls, he in-

formed her with a fmile that this precious ornament arofe from the

fale of the eggs of his innumerable poultry. The produce of his

domain was applied to the maintenance of his palace and hofpitals,

the calls of dignity and benevolence : the leffon was ilill more ufe-

3 Pachymer, 1. i. c. 23, 24. Nic. Greg, mull obferve how rarely we are indulged

1. ii. c. 6. The reader of the Byzantines with fuch precious details.

10 ful
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ful than the revenue : the plough was reftored to its ancient fecurity

and honour j and the nobles were taught to feek a fure and inde-

pendent revenue from their eftates, inftead of adorning their fplendid

beggary by the oppreffion of the people, or (what is almoft the

fame) by the favours of the court. The fuperfluous ftock of corn

and cattle was eagerly purchafed by the Turks, with whom Vataces

preferved a ftridt and fmcere alliance ; but he difcouraged the im-

portation of foreign manufadlures, the coftly filks of the Eaft, and

the curious labours of the Italian looms. " The demands of nature

" and necefllty," was he accuftomed to fay, " are indifpenfable
;

" but the influence of faihion may rife and fink at the breath of a

" monarch ;" and both his precept and example recommended fim-

plicity of manners and the ufe of domeftic induftry. The educa-

tion of youth and the revival of learning were the moft ferious

objefts of his care ; and, without deciding the precedency, he pro-

nounced with truth, that a prince and a philofopher* are the two

moil eminent characlers of human fociety. His firft wife was Irene,

the daughter of Theodore Lafcaris, a woman more illuftrious by

her peribnal merit, the milder virtues of her fex,. than by the blood

of the Angeli and Comneni, that flowed in her veins, and tranf-

mitted the inheritance of the empire. After her death he was con-

trailed to Anne or Conftance, a natural daughter of the emperor

Frederic the fecond ; but as the bride had not attained the years of

puberty, Vataces placed in his folitary bed an Italian damfel of her

train ; and his amorous weaknefs bellowed on the concubine the

honours, though not the title, of lawful emprefs. His frailty was

cenfured as a flagitious and damnable fin by the monks ; and their

rude invedives exercifed and difplayed the patience of the royal

lover. A philofophic age may excufe a fingle vice, which was re-

deemed by a crowd of virtues ; and in the review of his faults, and

* Moioi yap a-iranm «.9f«irw ma^afinarat amined and encouragcd the fludies of his fu-

|37;< xai (Greg. Acropol. C.3Z.). ture logothete.
Tl^ emperor, in a familiar converfation, ex-

the

223
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^
i^VH

^' ^^^^ more intemperate paffions of Lafcaris, the judgment of their

c—v——' contemporaries was foftened by gratitude to the fecond founders of

the empire ^ The ilaves of the Latins, without law or peace, ap-

plauded the happinefs of their brethren who had refumed their na-

tional freedom ; and Vataces employed the laudable policy of con-

vincing the Greeks of every dominion that it was their intereft to be

enrolled in the number of his fubjeds.

Theodore A ftrong fhade of degeneracy is vifible between John Vataces and

A. D. 1255, his fon Theodore ; between the founder who fuftained the weight,

A. D. 1259, 2nd the heir who enjoyed the fplendour, of the Imperial crown^ Yet

" "^" the character of Theodore was not devoid of energy ; he had been

educated in the fchool of his father, in the exercife of war and hunting:

Conftantinople was yet fpared ; but in the three years of a fhort

reign, he thrice led his armies into the heart of Bulgaria. His

virtues were fullied by a choleric and fufpicious temper: the firft of

thefe may be afcribed to the ignorance of controul ; and the fecond

might naturally arife from a dark and imperfedl view of the cor-

ruption of mankind. On a march in Bulgaria, he confulted on a

queftion of policy his principal minifters ; and the Greek logothete,

George Acropolita, prefumed to offend him by the declaration of a

free and honeft opinion. The emperor half-uniheathed his fcyme-

tar ; but his more deliberate rage referved Acropolita for a bafer

puniihment. One of the firft officers of the empire was ordered

to difmount, ftripped of his robes, and extended on the ground in

the prefence of the prince and army. In this pofture he was

chaftifed with fo many and fuch heavy blows from the clubs of two

guards or executioners, that when Theodore commanded them to

ceafe, the great logothete was fcarcely able to arife and crawl away

' Compare Acropolita (c. 18. ;z.)> ^"^ Darius for the cruel Cambyfes, defpot or

the tw(j^firll books of Nicephorus Gregoras. tyrant of his people. By the inftitution of
* Perfian faying, that Cyrus was the taxes, Darius had incurred the lefs odious,

father, and Darius the ,-/?•)•, of his fubjedls, but more contemptible, name of 7>,
was applied to Vataces and his fon. But merchant or broker (Herodotus, iii. 89.)•

Pachymer (l.i. c. 23.) has midaken the mild

7 to
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to his tent. After a feclufion of fomc days, he was recalled by a CHAP,
peremptory mandate to his feat in council ; and fo dead were the v.—-v—

'

Greeks to the fenfe of honour and fliamc, that it is from the narrative

of the fuffercr himfdf that we acquire the knowledge of his difgrace '.

The cruelty of the emperor was exafperated by the pangs of ftck-

nefs, the approach of a premature end, and the fufpicion of poifon

and magic. The lives and fortunes, the eyes and limbs, of his

kinfmen and nobles, were facriliced to each fally of paffion; and before

he died, the fon of Vataces might deferve from the people, or at

leaft from the court, the appellation of tyrant. A matron of the

family of the Palaeologi had provoked his anger by refufmg to be-

ftow her beauteous daughter on the vile plebeian who was recom-

mended by his caprice. Without regard to her birth or age, her *

body, as high as the neck, was inclofcd in a fack with feveral cats,

who were pricked with pins to irritate their fury againft their un-

fortunate fellow-captive. In his lad hours, the emperor teftified a

wiih to forgive and be forgiven, a juft anxiety for the fate of John

his fon and fucceflbr, who, at the age of eight years, was condemned

to the dangers of a long minority. His laft choice entrufted the Minority of

, , , r •
John Lafca-

office of guardian to the fan£lity of the patriarch Arfenius, and to Hs,

the courage of George Muzalon, the great domeftic, who was Auguil.
^

equally diftingulfhed by the royal favour and the public hatred.

Since their conneition with the Latins, the names and privileges of

hereditary rank had infinuated themfelves into the Greek monarchy;

and the noble families ° were provoked by the elevation of a worth-

lefs favourite, to whofe influence they imputed the errors and ca-

' Acropolita (c. 63.) feems to admire his * Pachymer (1. 1, c. 21.) names and dif-

own firmnefs in futtaining a beating, and criminates fifteen or twenty Greek families,

not returning to council till he was called, vzi iaot ?, n'-, -,, .\ xfw)
He relates the exploits of Theodore, and his• cvyxixp-imo. Does he mean, by this decora-

own fervices, from c. 53. to c. 74. of his tion, a figurative, or a real golden chain

r

hirtory. See the third book of Nicephorus Perhaps, both,

Gregoras.

Vol. VI. G 2: lamities
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CHAP, lamides of the late re'ign. In the firft council, after the emperor's
LXII.

s^—y-.^ death, Muzalon, from a lofty throne, pronounced a laboured apo-

logy of his condud and intentions : his modcfty was fubdued by aa

luianimous aflurance of efteem and fidelity ; and his moil inveterate,

enemies were the loudeft to falute him as the guardian and faviour

of the Romans. Eight days were fufficient to prepare the execution.

of the confpiracy. On the ninth, the obiequies of the deceafed

monarch were folemnifed in the cathedral of Magnefia % an Afiatic

city, where he expired, on the banks of the Hermus and at the

foot of mount Sipylus. The holy rites were interrupted by a fedi-

tion of the guards : Muzalon, his brothers, and his adherents, were

maflacred at the foot of the altar ; and the abfent patriarch was af-

fociated with a new colleague, with Michael Palasologus, the moil

illuftrious, in birth and merit, of the Greek nobles "°.

Family and Of thofe who are proud of their anceftors, the far greater part

Michfem*^ muft be content with local or domeftic renown ; and few there are

who dare truft the memorials of their family to the public annals of

their country. As early as the middle of the eleventh century, the

noble race of the Pateologi " ftands high and conipicuous in the

Byzantine hiftory : it was the valiant George Palasologus who placed

the father of the Comneni on the throne ; and his kinfmen or de-

fendants continue, in each generation, to lead the armies and coun-

cils of the ftate. The purple was not difhonoured by their alliance

;

and had the law of fucceffion, and female fucceffion, been ftridly ob-

» The old geographers,, with Cellarius '° See Acropolita (c. 75, 76, &c.), who

and d'Anville, and our travellers, particularly lived too near the times; Pachymer (1. i.

Pocock and Chandler, will teach us to diftin- c. 13—25.), Gregoras (I. iii. c. 3, 4, 5.).

guilh the two Magnefias of Afia Minor, of " The pedigree of Palsologus is explain-

the Maeander and of Sipylus. The latter, ed by Ducange (Famil. Byzant. p.230, &c.):

our prefent objeft, is itill flourifhing for a the events of his private life are related by

Turkiih city, and lies eight hours, or leagues, Pachymer (1. i. c. 7— 12.) and Gregoras

to the north-eaft of Smyrna (Tournefort, .(1. ii. 8. 1. iii. 2. 4. 1. iv. i.), with vifible

Voyage du Levant, torn. iii. lettre xxii. favour to the father of the reigning dy-.

p, 365—370. Chandler's Travels into Afia aafly.

Minor, p. 267.).

ierved,.
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ferved, the wife of Theodore Lafcaris muft have yielded to her elder ^ HA P.

fifter, the mother of Michael Paloeologus, who afterwards raifed his <- u
'

'.

family to the throne. In his perfon, the fplendour of birth was dig-

nified by the merit of the foldier and ftatefman : in his early youth

he was promoted to the office of coti/lablc or commander of the

French mercenaries ; the private expence of a day never exceeded

three pieces of gold ; but his ambition was rapacious and profufe

;

and his gifts were doubled by the graces of his converfation and

manners. The love of the foldiers and people excited the jealoufy

of the court ; and Michael thrice efcaped from the dangers in which

he was involved by his own imprudence or that of his friends.

I. Under the reign of Juftice and Vataces, a difpute arofe "* be-

tween two officers, one of whom accufed the other of maintaining

the hereditary right of the PalGcologi. The caufe was decided, ac-

cording to the new jurifprudence of the Latins, by fingle combat:

the defendant was overthrown ; but he perfifted in declaring that

himfelf alone was guilty ; and that he had uttered thefe raih or trea-

fonable fpeeches without the approbation or knowledge of his patron.

Yet a cloud of fufpicion hung over the innocence of the conftable :

he was ftill purfued by the whifpers of malevolence ; and a fubtle

courtier, the archbiihop of Philadelphia, urged him to accept the

judgment of God in the fiery proof of the ordeal". Three days be-

fore the trial, the patient's arm was enclofed in a bag, and fecured

by the royal fignet ; and it was incumbent on him to bear a red-hot

ball of iron three times from the altar to the rails of the fandluary,

without artifice and without injury. Palieologus eluded the dan-

gerous experiment with knk and pleafantry. " I am a foldier,"

faid he, " and will boldly enter the lifts with my accufers : but a

'^ Acropolita (c. 50.) relates the circum- perfons who had fuftained, without injury,

flances of this curious adventure, which feem the fiery ordeal. As a Greek, he is credu-

to have efcaped the more recent writers. lous: but the ingenuity of the Greeks might:

" Pachymer (1. i. c. 12.), who fpeaks furniih fome remedies of art or fraud againft

with proper contempt of this barbarous trial, iheir own fuperftiiion, or that of their tyrant,

affirms, that he had feen in his youth many

G g 3 " layman,
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" layman, a finner like myielf, Is not endowed with the gift of

" miracles. Tour piety, moil holy prelate, may deferve the inter-

" pofition of heaven, and from yom• hands I will receive the fiery

" globe, the pledge of my innocence." The archbiihop ftarted

;

the emperor fmiled ; and the abfolution or pardon of Michael was

approved by new rewards and new fervices. II. In the fucceeding

reign, as he held the government of Nice, he v/as fecretly informed,

that the mind of the abfent prince was poifoned with jealoufy ; and

that death, or bUndnefs, would be his final reward. Inftead of

awaiting the return and fentence of Theodore, the conftable, with

fome followers, efcaped from the city and the empire ; and though

he was plundered by the Turkmans of the defert, he found an

hofpltable refuge in the court of the fultan. In the ambiguous Hate

of an exile, Michael reconciled the duties of gratitude and loyalty ;

drawing his fword againft the Tartars ; admoniihing the garrifons of

the Roman limit ; and promoting by his influence, the reftoration of

peace, in which his pardon and recall were honourably included.

III. While he guarded the Weft againft the defpot of Epirus, Mi-

chael was again fufpedled and condemned in the palace ; and fuch

was his loyalty or weaknefs, that he fubmitted to be led in chains

above fix hundred miles from Durazzo to Nice. The civility of the

meifenger alleviated his difgrace ; the emperor's ficknefs difpelled his

danger ; and the Lift breath of Theodore, which recommended his

infant fon, at once acknowledged the innocence and the power of

Palxologus.

His elevation But his innocence had been too unworthily treated, and his power

was too ftrongly felt, to curb an afpiring fubjeil in the fair field that

was opened to his ambition'*. In the council after the death of

Theodore, he was the firft to pronounce, and the firft to violate, the

'* Without comparing Pachymer to Thu- perfpicuity, and tolerable freedom. Acro-
cydides or Taciius, I will pralfe his narrative polita is more cautious, and Gregoras more
(l.i. c. 13—32. l.ii. c. 1—9.), which pur- conciie,

fues the afcent of Palxologus with eloquence^

6 oath
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oath of allegiance to Muzalon ; and fo dextrous was his condud CHAP.
• •

'
LXIl

that he reaped the benefit, without incurring the guilt, or at leaft . -.- _/

the reproach, of the fubfequent maiTiicre. In the choice of a reo-ent

he balanced the interefts and paffions of the candidates ; turned their

envy and hatred from himfelf againil each other, and forced every

competitor to own, that after his own claims, thofe of Palaeologus

were heft entitled to the preference. Under the title of great duke,

he accepted or aiTumed, during a long minority, the adlive powers of

government ; the patriarch was a venerable name ; and the fa£tIous

nobles were feduced, or opprefled, by the aicendant of his genius.

The fruits of the oeconomy of Vataces were depofited in a ftrong

caftle on the banks of the Hermus, in the cuftody of the faithful

Varangians : the conftable retained his command or influence over

the foreign troops ; he employed the guards to poffefs the treafure,

and the treafure to corrupt the guards ; and whatfoever might be

the abufe of the public money, his charadter was above the fufpi-

cion of private avarice. By himfelf, or by his emiflaries, he ftrove

to perfuade every rank of fubjedls, that their own profperity would

rife in juft proportion to the eftablifhment of his authority. The

weight of taxes was fufpended, the perpetual theme of popular com-

plaint ; and he prohibited the trials by the ordeal and judicial com-

bat. Thefe Barbaric inftitutions were already abolilhed or under-

mined in France " and England "*
; and the appeal to the fword

offended the fenfe of a civilized ", and the temper of an unwarlike,

people.

'' The judicial combat was abolifhed by '' Yet an ingenious friend has urged to

St. Louis in his own territories; and his ex- me in mitigation of this pradlice, i. 'I'fpat in

ample and authority were at length prevalent nations emerging from barbarifm, it mode-

in France (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxviii. c. 29)• rates the licence of private war and arbitrary

'* In civil cafes Henry II. gave an option revenge. 2. That it is lefs abfurd than the

to the defendant : Glanville prefers the proof trials by the ordeal, or boiling water, or the

by evidence, and that by juaicial combat is crofs, which it has contributed to aboliih.

reprobated in the Fleta. Yet the trial by 3. 9"-6/ it ferved at leaft as a tell of perfonal

battle has never been abrogated in the Englilh courage; a quality fo feldom united with a

)aw, and it was ordered by the judges as late bafe difpofition, that the danger of the trial

as the beginning of the laft century. might be fome check to a malicious prcfecu-

tor.
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people. For the future maintenance of their wives and children, the

veterans were grateful : the prieft and the philofopher applauded his

ardent zeal for the advancement of religion and learning ; and his

vague promife of rewarding merit, was applied by every candidate

to his own hopes. Confcious of the influence of the clergy, Michael

fuccefsfully laboured to fecure the fuifrage of that powerful order.

Their expenfive journey from Nice to Magnefia, afforded a decent

and ample pretence : the leading prelates were tempted by the li-

berality of his nodlurnal vifits ; and the incorruptible patriarch was

flattered by the homage of his new colleague, who led his mule

by the bridle into the town, and removed to a refpedful diftance

the importunity of the crowd. Without renouncing his title by

royal defcent, Palseologus encouraged a free difcuffion into the ad-

vantages of eledive monarchy ; and his adherents aiked, with the

infolence of triumph, what patient would truft his health, or what

merchant would abandon his vefl^el, to the hereditary ikill of a phy-

fician or a pilot ? The youth of the emperor, and the impending

dangers of a minority, required the fupport of a mature and expe-

rienced guardian ; of an aflociate, raifed above the envy of his equals,

and invefted with the name and prerogatives of royalty. For the

intereft of the prince and people, without any felfiih views for him-

felf or his family, the great duke confented to guard and inftrud

the fon of Theodore ; but he fighed for the happy moment when

he might reilore to his firmer hands the adminiftration of his patri-

mony, and enjoy the blefllngs of a private ftation. He was firil

invefted with the title and prerogatives of defpot^ which beftowed

the purple ornaments, and the fecond place in the Roman monarchy.

It was afterwards agreed that John and Michael ihould be proclaimed

as joint-emperors, and raifed on the buckler, but that the pre-emi-

nence fliould be referved for the birth-right of the former. A

tor, and an ufeful barrier againft injuftice have efcaped his unmerited fate, had not his

fupported by power. The gallant and un- demand of the combat againil his acculer

fortunate eail of Surrey might proJjabl)' been over-ruled.

mutual
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mutual league of amity was pledged between the royal partners; C HA P.

and in cafe of a rupture, the fubjeds were bound, by their oath of <-, ', ' t

allegiance, to declare themfelves againft the aggreifor, an ambiguous

name, the feed of difcord and civil war. Palieologus was content

;

but on the day of the coronation, and in the cathedral of Nice, his

zealous adherents moil vehemently urged the juft priority of his

age and merit. The unfeafonable difpute was eluded by poftponing

to a more convenient opportunity the coronation of John Lafcaris

;

and he walked with a flight diadem in the train of his guardian, Michael Pa-

T • r r
l:iolo?us cm-

who alone received the Imperial crown from the hands of the pa- perorr

triarch. It was not without extreme reludlance that Arfenius aban- Januarys.
'

doned the caufe of his pupil ; but the Varangians brandifhed their

battle-axes ; a fign of aifent was extorted from the trembling youth

;

and fome voices were heard, that the life of a child fliould no

longer impede the fettleraent of the nation. A full harveft of ho-

nours and employments was diftributed among his friends by the

grateful Palasologus. In his own family he created a defpot and two

febaftocrators ; Aiexius Strategopulus was decorated with the title of

Csefar ; and that veteran commander foon repaid the obligation, by

reftoring Conftantinople to the Greek emperor.

It was in the fecond year of his reign, while he refided in the Recovery of

palace and gardens of Nymphacum '° near Smyrna, that the firft' pie,

meiTenger arrived at the dead of night; and the ftupendous intelli-
fji^^

'^^'''

genee was imparted to Michael, after he had been gently waked by

the tender precaution of his fifter Eulogia. The man was unknown

or obfcure ; he produced no letters from the victorious Csefar ; nor

could it eafily be credited after the defeat of Vataces and the recent

failure of Palccologus himfelf, that the capital had been furprifed by

a detachment of eight hundred foldiers. As an hoftage, the doubt-

'^ The fite of Nymphsum is not clearly gardens of his favourite refiJence were in the

defined in ancient or modern geography, neighbourhcod of Smyrna. Nymphaeum
But from the lall hours of Vataces (Acropo- might be loofeiy placed in Lydia (Gregoras,

lita, c. 52.), it is evident the palace and l.vi. 6.).
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^ ^^.^ ^• ful author was confined, with the aflurance of death or an ample

V—-V——/ vccompenfe ; and the court was left fome hours in the anxiety of

hope and fear, till the meffengers of Alexius arrived with the

authentic intelligence, and difplayed the trophies of the conqueft,

the fword and fceptre "', the buiklns and bonnet ", of the ufurper

Baldwin, which he had dropt in his precipitate flight. A general

aifembly of the bifhops, fenators, and nobles, was immediately con-

vened, and never perhaps was an event received with more heartfelt

and univerfal joy. In a ftudied oration, the new fovereign of Con-

flantinople congratulated his own and the public fortune. " There

*' was a time," faid he, " a far diftant time, when the Roman em-
" pire extended to the Adriatic, the Tigris, and the confines of

" ^Ethiopia. After the lofs of the province?, our capital itfelf, in

" thefe laft and calamitous days, has been wrefl:ed from our hands

" by the Barbarians of the Weft. From the loweft ebb, the tide of

" profperity has again returned in our favour ; but our profperity

" was that of fugitives and exiles ; and when we were afked, which

" was the country of the Romans, we indicated with a bluih the

*' climate of the globe and the quarter of the heavens. The divine

" Providence has now reftored to our arms the city of Conftantine,

" the facred feat of religion and empire ; and it will depend on our

" \''alour and conducl to render this important acquifition the pledge

Pveturnofthe " and omen of future vidlories." So eager was the impatience of

peror,"^ the prince and people, that Michael made his triumphal entry into

Auguft'L.'' Conftantinople only twenty days after the expulfion of the Latins.

The golden gate was thrown open at his approach ; the devout

conqueror difmounted from his horfe ; and a miraculous image of

'' This fceptre, the emblem of juftice and bonnet was after the French fafhion ; but

power, was a long ftafF, fuch as was ufed by from the ruby at the point or fummit, Du-
the heroes in Homer. By the latter Greeks cange (Hift. de C. ?. 1. v. c. 28, 29.) be-

lt was named Dicanice, and the Imperial lieves that it was the high-crowned hat of
iceptre was dillinguifhed as ufual by the red the Greeks. Could Acropolita miilake the
or purple colour. drcfs of his own court?
" Acropolita afErms (c. 87.), that this

Mary
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IMary the ConcUidrcfs was borne before him, that tlie divhie Virgin CHAP,
in perfon might appear to concluil him to the temple of her fon _ . _•

the cathedral of St. Sophia. But after the firft tranfport of devo-

tion and pride, he fighed at the dreary profpedl of folitude and ruin.

The palace was defiled with fmoke and dirt, and the grofs intempe-

rance of the Franks; whole ftreetshad beenconfumed by fire, or were

decayed by the injuries of time; the facred and profane edifices were

ftripped of their ornaments ; and, as if they were confcious of their

approaching exile, the induftry of the Latins had been confined

to the work of pillage and deftrudion. Trade had expired under

the preflTure of anarchy and diftrefs ; and the numbers of inhabitants

had decreafed with the opulence of the city. It was the firft care

of the Greek monarch to reinftate the nobles in the palaces of their

fathers ; and the houfes or the ground which they occupied were

reftored to the families that could exhibit a legal right of inheritance.

But the far greater part was extindl or loft ; the vacant property had

devolved to the lord ; he repeopled Conftantinople by a liberal in-

vitation to the provinces ; and the brave volunteers were feated in

the capital which had been recovered by their arms. The French

barons and the principal families had retired with their emperor

;

but the patient and humble crowd of Latins was attached to the

country, and indifferent to the change of mafters. Inftead of

baniihing the fadories of the Pifans, Venetians, and Genoefe, the

prudent conqueror accepted their oaths of allegiance, encouraged their

induftry, confirmed their privileges, and allowed them to live under the

jurifdidion of their proper magiftrates. Of thefe nations, the Pifans

and Venetians preferved their refpedtive quarters in the city j but the

fervices and power of the Genoefe deferved at the fame time the

gratitude and the jealoufy of the Greeks. Their independent colony

\vas firft planted at the fea-port town of Heraclea in Thrace. They

were fpeedily recalled and fettled in the exclufive poifeflion of the

Vol. VI. h fuburb
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fuburb of Galata, an advantageous poft, in which they revived the

commerce, and infulted the majefty, of the Byzantine empire*'.

The recovery of Conilantinople was celebrated as the jera of a

new empire: the conqueror, alone, and by the right of the {woraj

renewed his coronation in the church of St. Sophia ; and the name

and honours of John Lafcaris, his pupil and lawful fovereign, were

infenfibly aboliihed. But his claims flill lived in the minds of the

people ; and the royal youth muft fpeedily attain the years of man-

hood and ambition. By fear or confcience, Palaeologus was reftrained

from dipping his hands in innocent and royal blood ; but the anxiety

of an ufurper and a parent urged him to fecure his throne, by one

of thofe imperfeiSl crimes fo familiar to the modern Greeks. The

lofs of fight incapacitated the young prince for the adive bufinefs of

the world : inftead of the brutal violence of tearing out his eyes,

the vifual nerve was deftroyed by the intenfe glare of a red-hot

bafon ", and John Lafcaris was removed to a diftant caftle, where

he fpent many years in privacy and oblivion. Such cool and deli-

berate guilt may feem incompatible with remorfe ; but if Michael

could truft the mercy of heaven, he w^as not inacceflible to the re-

proaches and vengeance of mankind, which he had provoked by

cruelty and treafon. His cruelty impofed on a fervile court the

duties of applaufe or filence ; but the clergy had a right to fpeak ia

the name of their invifible mafter ; and their holy legions were led

by a prelate, whofe chara£ler was above the temptations of hope or

fear. After a ihort abdication of his dignity, Arfenius" had con-

fented

" SeePachymer (1. ii. c. 28— 33.), Aero- and Italian, has furnifhed Ducange (GloiT.

polita (c. 88.), Nicephorus Gregoras (1. iv. Latin.) with an opportunity to review the va-

7.), and for the treatment of the fubjeft rious modes of bunding: the more violent

Latins, Ducange (1. v. c. 30» 31.). were fcooping, burning with an iron, or hot

" This milder invention for extinguidiing vinegar, and binding the head with a ftrong

the fight, was tried by the philcfopher De- cord till the eyes burft from their fockets.

mocritus on himfelf, when he fought to with- Ingenious tyrants !

draw his mind from the vifible world: a *' See the firil retreat and refloration of

foolifh ftory ! The/ al/ad/iaie, L&ua Arfenius, ia Pachymer (I. ii. c. 15. I. iii.

c. I,
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fented to aicend the ecclefiaftical throne of Conftantinople, and to CHAP.
LXIl.

prefide in the reiteration of the church. His pious fimplicity was -. _f

long deceived by the arts of Palxologus ; and his patience and fub-

miflion might foothe the ufurper and protedl the fafety of the young

prince. On the news of his inhuman treatment, the patriarch un-

iheathed the fpiritual fword ; and fiiperftition, on this occafion, vas

enlifted in the caufe of humanity and juftice. In a fynod'of bifliops, >s excommu-
nicated by

who were ftimulated by the example of his zeal, the patriarch pro- the patriarch

nounced a fentence of excommunication ; though his prudence ftill a. d'.

repeated the name of Michael in the public prayers. The eailern

prelates had not adopted the dangerous maxims of ancient Rome ;

nor did they prefume to enforce their cenfures, by depofing princes,

or abfolvlng nations from their oaths of allegiance. But the Chrif-

tian, who had been feparated from God and the church, became an

objeil of horror ; and, in a turbulent and fanatic capital, that horror

might arm the hand of an aflaffin, or inflame a fedition of the

people. Palaeologus felt his danger, confefled his guilt, and depre-

cated his judge : the a£t was irretrievable ; the prize was obtained
;

and the moil rigorous penance, which he folicited, would have

raifed the fmner to the reputation of a faint. The unrelenting pa-

triarch refufed to announce any means of atonement or any hopes

of mercy ; and condefcended only to pronounce, that, for fo great a

crime, great indeed muil be the fatisfadion. " Do you require,"

faid Michael, " that I ihould abdicate the empire ?" And at thefe

words, he offered, or feemed to offer, the fword of ftate. Arfenius

eagerly grafped this pledge of fovereignty ; but when he perceived

that the emperor was unwilling to purchafe abfolution at fo dear a

rate, he indignantly efcaped to his cell, and left the royal fmner

kneeling and weeping before the door ^*.

c. I, 2.)^, and Nicephorus Gregoras (I. iii. * The crime and excommunication of Mi•
c. I. 1. IV. c. I.). Pofterity juftly accufed chael are fairly told by Pachymer (1. iii. c. lo.

the ?)=. and ^aSi,ft,a of Arfenius, the vir- 14. 19, Sec.) and Gregoras (I. iv. c. 4.).
tues of an hermit, the vices of a miniller His confeflion and penance reftored their

(I.xii. c. z.). freedom.

h 2 The
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CHAP. The danger and fcandal of this excovnmunication fubfifted above

« , ' three years, till the popular clamour was afliiaged by time and re-

Arfenites, pcntance ; till the brethren of Arfenius condemned his inflexible

1266—12. fp"'it) fo repugnant to the unbounded forgivenefs of the gofpel. The

emperor had artfully infmuated, that, if he were flill rejeded at

home, he might feek, in the Roman pontiff, a more indulgent judge

;

but it was far more eafy and eiFedtual to find or to place that judge

at the head of the Byzantine church. Arfenius was involved in a

vague rumour of confpiracy and difaifedlion ; fome irregular ileps

in his ordination and government were liable to ceniure ; a fynod

depofed him from the epifcopal office ; and he was tranfported under

a guard of foldiei's to a fmall ifland of the Propontis. Before his

exile, he fullenly requefted that a ftridt account might be taken of

the treafures of the church ; boafted that his fole riches, three pieces-

of gold, had been earned by tranfcribing the pfalms ; continued to

alTert the freedom of his mind ; and denied, with his lafl: breath, the

pardon which was implored by the royal fniner'''. After fome delay,

Gregory, biihop of Adrianople, was tranflated to the Byzantine

throne ; but his authority was found infufficient to fupport the ab-

folution of the emperor; and Jofeph, a reverend monk, was fubfti-

tuted to that important fundion. This edifying fcene was repre-

fented in the prefence of the fenate and people ; at the end of fix

years, the humble penitent was reftored to the communion of the

faithful ; and humanity will rejoice, that a milder treatment of the

captive Lafcarls was ftipulated as a proof of his remorfe. But the

fpirit of Arfenius ftill furvived in a powerful fadion of the monks

and clergy, who perfevered above forty-eight years in an obftinate

fchifm. Their fcruples were treated with tendernefs and refpedt by

Michael and his fon ; and the reconciliation of the Arfenites was the

ferious labour of the church and ftate. In the confidence of fanati-

" Pachymer relates the exile of Arfenius The laft teilament of the unforgivfng pa-

(1. iv. c. I— 16): he was one of the com- triarch is ftill extant (Dupin, Bibliotheque

aiiffaries wlio.vifited him in the defert ifland. Ecdefiaftiq^ue, torn. x. p. 95•)•

cifm.
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cifm, they had propofed to try their caufe by a miracle
; and when C A P.

the two papers, that contained their own and the adverlc caufe, were u—IL,—

^

caft into a fiery brafier, they expedied that the CathoHc verity would

be reipeded by the flames. Alas ! the two papers were indifcrimi-

nately confumed, and this unforefeen accident produced the union

of a day, and renewed the quarrel' of an age". The final treaty

difplayed the victory of the Arfenites : the clergy abftained during

fcuty days from all ecclcfiaftical fundlions ; a flight penance was

impofed on the laity ; the body of Arfenius was depofited in the

fan£tuary ; and in the name of the departed faint, the prince and

people were rcleaied from the fins of their fathers^'.

The eftabiillintent of his family was the motive, or at leaft the Reign of

r 1 • r r. 1 i i •
Michael Pr-

pretence, of the crime or ralseologus ; and he was impatient to con- isoiogus,

firm the fucceffion, by iharing with his eldeft fon the honours of the Dec. 1—

purple. Aadronicus, afterwards furnamed the Elder, was proclaimed Dec. u! '

and crowned emperor of the Romans, in the fifteenth year of his• Andr'onicus

age ; and, from the firft :Era of a prolix and inglorious reign, he ''|'^ J-''^^'"'

held that auguft title nine years as the colleague, and fifty as the ^^l:
^~

fucceilor, of his father. Michael himfelf, had he died in a private February 13,

ftation, would have been thought more worthy of the empire : and

the aflaults of his temporal and fpiritual enemies, left him few mo-
ments to labour for his own fame or the happinefs of his fubjeds.

He wrefted from the Franks feveral of the nobleft iflands of the

Archipelago, Lefbos, Chios, and Rhodes : his brother Conftantine

w^as fent to command in Malvafia and Sparta ; and the eaftern fide

of the Morea, from Argos and Napoli to Cape Txnarus, was repof-

feffed by the Greeks. This effufion of Chriftian blood was loudly

** Pachymer (I.vii. c. 22.) relates this mi- cures of a deaf and a mute patient (I. xi.

raculous trial like a philofopher, and treats c. 37. ).

with fimilar contempt a plot of the Arfenites, »? The ftory of the Arfenites is fpread

to hide a revelation in the coffin of fome old through the thirteen books of Pachymer.
faint (1. vu. c. 13.). He compenfates this Their union and triumph are re erved for

incredulity by an image that weeps, another Nicephorus Gregoras (1. vii 9.), who neither

that bleeds (1. vii. c. 30.), and the miraculous loves nor efttems thefe fedaries.

1 condemned
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CHAP, condemned by the patriarch ; and the infolent prieft prefumed to in-

v... ,
'

/ terpofe his fears and fcruples between the arms of princes. But in

the profecution of thefe weftern conquefts, the countries beyond the

Hellefpont were left naked to the Turks ; and their depredations

verified the prophecy of a dying fenator,' that the recovery of Con-
_

ftantinople would be the ruin of Afia. ' The viftories of Michael

were atchieved by his lieutenants ; his fvvord rufted in the palace
;

and in the tranfodions of the emperor with the popes and the king

of Naples, his political arts were itained with cruelty and fraud ".

His union I. The Vatican was the moil natural refuge of a Latin emperor,

tin church, who had been driven from his throne ; and pope Urban the fourth

1274—1277. appeared to pity the misfortunes, and vindicate the caufe, of the

fugitive Baldwin. A crufade, with plenary indulgence, was preached

by his command againft the fchifmatic Greeks ; he excommunicated

their allies and adherents ; folicited Louis the ninth in favour of

his kinfman ; and demanded a tenth of the ecclefiaftic revenues of

France and England for the fervice of the holy war ""'. The fubtle

Greek, who watched the rifmg tempeft of the Weft, attempted to

fufpend or foothe the hoftility of the pope, by fuppliant embaffies

and refpedlful letters ; but he infmuated that the eftablifhment of

peace muft prepare the reconciliation and obedience of the Eaftern

church. The Roman court could not be deceived by fo grofs an

artifice ; and Michael was admoniihed, that the repentance of the

fon Ihould precede the forgivenefs of the father ; and that /aitb (an

ambiguous word) was the only bafis of friendihip and alliance.

After a long and afFefted delay, the approach of danger, and the

importunity of Gregory the tenth, compelled him to enter on a

more ferious negociation : he alleged the example of the great Va-

*^ Of the xiii books of Pachymer, the Pere Pouffin, his hiftory into txvo parts, I

firft fix (as the iv'*" and v»•" of Nicephorus follow Ducange and Coufin, who number the

Gregoras) contain the reign of Michael, at xiii books in one ftries.

the time of whofe death he was forty years of *' Ducange, Hiil. de C. P. 1. v. c. 33, &c.

aps. inftead of breaking, like his editor the frc-a\ the Epiftlcs of Urban IV.

taces,
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taces : and the Greek clergy, who underflood the intentions of their CHAP.
LXII.

prince, were not alarmed by the firft fteps of reconciliation and _ , __•

refpe^St. But when he preffed the conclufion of the treaty, they

ilrenuouily declared, that the Latins, though not in name, were

heretics in fail, and that they defpifed thofe ftrangers as the vileft

and moil defpicable portion of the human race ^°. It was the taik

of the emperor to perfuade, to corrupt, to intimidate, the moft po-

pular ecclefiaftics, to gain the vote of each individual, and alter-

nately to urge the arguments of Chriftian charity and the public

welfare. The texts of the fathers and the arms of the Franks were

balanced in the theological and political fcale ; and without approv-

ing the addition to the Nicene creed, the moft moderate were taught

to confefs, that the tw^o hoftile propofitions of proceeding from the

Father by the Son, and of proceeding from the Father and the

Son, might be reduced to a fafe and Catholic fenfe ". The fupre-

macy of the pope was a doftrine more eafy to conceive, but more

painful to acknowledge
;

yet Michael reprefented to his monks and

prelates, that they might fubmit to name the Roman biihop as the

firft of the patriarchs ; and that their diftance and difcretion would

guard the liberties of the Eaftern church from the mifchievous con-

fequences of the right of appeal. He protefted that he would facrifice

his life and empire, rather than yield the fmalleft point of orthodox

faith or national independence ; and this declaration was fealed and '

ratified by a golden bull. The patriarch Jofeph withdrew to a>

monaftery, to refign or refume his throne, according to the event

of the treaty : the letters of union and obedience were fubfcribed by

the emperor, his fon Andronicus, and thirty-five archbiihops and.

^^ From their mercantile Jntercourfe with ^' In this clafs, we may place Pachymer
the Venetians and Genoefe, they br;inrfe(i die himfelf, whofe copious anJ candid nsrrraive

Latins as .•,, and ^^.'jx-.c'.! (Pachymer, occupies the v'•^ and vi'•' books of his hiftory.

1. V. CIO.). " Some are heretics in name; Yet the Greek is filent on the council of
" others, like the Latins, in faQ," faid the Lyons, and fecms to believe that the popes

learned Veccos (1. v. c. 12.), who foon after- always refided in Rome and Italy (l.v. c. 17.

wards became a convert (c. ij, iG.) and a 21..).

patriarch (0. 24.].

4 metro-
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C P. metropolitans, with their refpedlive fynods ; and the epifcopal lift

>,_ \
'

_. was multiplied by many diocefes which were annihilated under the

yoke of the infidels. An embafly was compofed of fome trufty

minifters and prelates ; they embarked for Italy, with rich orna-

ments and rare perfumes, for the altar of St. Peter ; and their fe-

cret orders authorifed and recommended a boundlefs compliance.

They were received in the general council of Lyons, by pope Gre-

gory the tenth, at the head of live hundred biiliops ^\ He em-

braced with tears his long-loft and repentant children ; accepted the

oath of the ambaffadors, who abjured the fchifm in the name of

the two emperors ; adorned the prelates with the ring and mitre

;

chaunted in Greek and Latin the Nicene creed with the addition of

fil'ioque ; and rejoiced in the union of the Eaft and Weft, which had

been referved for his reign. To confummate this pious work, the

Byzantine deputies were fpeedily followed by the pope's nuncios

;

and their inftrudion difclofes the policy of the Vatican, which could

not be fatisfied with the vain title of fupremacy. After viewing the

temper of the prince and people, they were enjoined to abfolve the

fchifmatic clergy, who fliould fubfcribe and fwear their abjuration

and obedience ; to eftabliih in all the churches the ufe of the perfcdl

creed ; to prepare the entrance of a cardinal legate, with the full

powers and dignity of his office ; and to hiftrud the emperor in

the advantages which he might derive from the temporal proteibion

X)f the Roman pontiff".

His perfecu- But they found a country without a friend, a nation in which

GreekV^ ^^^ names of Rome and Union were pronounced with abhorrence.

The patriarch Jofeph was indeed removed ; his place was filled by

Veccus, an ecclefiaftic of learning and moderation ; and the emperor

3* See the afts of the council of Lyons in been drawn with more or lefs honefty by

the year 1274. Fleury, Hift. Ecclefiaftique, Wading and Leo Allatius from the archives

torn, xviii. p. 181— 199. Dupin, Bibliot. of the Vatican, is given in an abftraft or ver-

t'cclef. torn. X. p. 13;. fion by Fleury (torn, xviii. p. 252— 258.)•

5 This curious inftruilion, which has

was

A.D
1277—1282.
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was ft'ill urged by the iiimc motives, to pcrfevere in the fame pro- ^ A P.

feifions. But in his private language, Palccologus affeded to deplore '

the pride, and to blame the innovations, of the Latins ; and while

he debafed his charader by this double hypocrify, he juftified and

puniilted the oppofition of his fubjeds. By the joint fuffrage of the

new and the ancient Rome, a fentence of excommunication was pro-

nounced againft the obftinate fchifmatics : the cenfures of the church

were executed by the fword of Michael ; on the failure of perfua-

fion, he tried the arguments of prifon and exile, of whipping and

mutilation ; thofe touch-ftones, fays an hiftorian, of cowards and

the brave. Two Greeks ftill reigned in iEtolia, Epirus, and Thef-

faly, with the appellation of defpots : they had yielded to the fove-

reign of Conftantinople, but they rejeded the chains of the Roman
pontiff, and fupported their refufal by fuccefsful arms. Under their

proteftion, the fugitive monks and biihops affembled in hoftile

fynods ; and retorted the name of heretic with the galling addition

of apoftate : the prince of Trebizond was tempted to affume the

forfeit title of emperor ; and even the Latins of Negropont, Thebes,

Athens, and the Morea, forgot the merits of the convert, to join,

with open or clandeftine aid, the enemies of Palxologus. His fa-

vourite generals, of his own blood and family, fucceffively deferted,

or betrayed, the facrilegious truft. His fifter Eulogia, a niece, and

two female coufins, confpired againft him ; another niece, Mary

queen of Bulgaria, ncgociated his ruin with the fultan of Egypt

;

and, in the public eye, their treafon was confecrated as the moft

fublime virtue ^\ To the pope's nuncios, who urged the confum-

mation of the work, Palieologus expofed a naked recital of all that

he had done and fuffered for their fake. They were affured that the

'* This frank and authentic confei?ion of 1278, N^j.). His Annals of the Francifcan

Michael's diftrefs, is exhibited in barbarous order, the Fratres Minores, in xvii volumes in

Latin by Ogerius, who figns himfelf Proto- folio (Rome, 1741), I have now accidentally

noiarius Interpretum, and tranfcribed by feen among the wafte paper of a bookfeller.

Wading from the MSS. of the Vatican (A.D.

Vol. VI. I i guilty
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A P,

LXir.

The union

diffolved,

.. 1283.

trCharles of

Anjou fub-

dues Naples

and Sicil)i,

guilty fe£tanes, of both fexes and every rank, had been deprived

of then- honours, their fortunes, and their hberty ; a fpreading Uft

of confifcation and puniiliment, which involved many perfons, the

dearcft to the emperor, or the beft deferving of his favour. They

were conduded to the prifon, to behold four princes of the royal

blood chained in the four corners, and fhaking their fetters in aa

agony of grief and rage. Two of thefe captives were afterwards

releafed ; the one by fubmiiTion, the other by death ; but the obfti-

nacy of their two companions was chaftifed by the lofs of their eyes

;

and the Greeks, the leaft adverfe to the union, deplore that cruel

and inaufpicious tragedy ". Perfecutors mufl expeit the hatred of

thofe whom they opprefs ; but they commonly find feme confolatioa

in the teftimony of their confcience, the applaufe of their party, and,

perhaps, the fuccefs of their undertaking. But the hypocrify of

Michael, which was prompted only by political motives, muft have

forced him to hate himfelf, to defpife his follov.-ers, and to efteenv

and envy the rebel champions by whom he was detefted and de-

fpifed. While his violence was abhorred at Conftantinople,. at Rome-

his flownefs was arraigned and his fmcerity fufpeded ; till at length

pope Martin the fourth excluded the Greek emperor from the pale

of a church, into which he was ftriving to reduce a fchifmatic

people. No fooner had the tyrant expired, than the union was dif-

folved, and abjured by unanimous confent ; the churches were pu-

rified ; the penitents were reconciled ; and his fon Andronicus, after

weeping the fins and errors of his youth, moft pioully denied his

father the burial of a prince and a Chriilian '*.

. In the Jiftrefs of the Latins, the walls and towers of Conftan-

tinople had fallen to decay : they were reftored and fortified by the

'* See the "" book of Pachymer, parti-

cularly the chapters, i. 11. 16. 18. 24— 27.

He is the more credible, as he fpeaks of this

fcrfecution with lefs anger than forrow.

^' Pachymer, 1. vii. c. i—u. 17. The

fpeech of Andronicus the elder (1. xii. c. 2.)

is a curious record, wJiich proves, that if the

Greeks were the flaves of the emperor, the

emperor was not lefs the flave of fuperftitioa

and the clergy,

policy
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policy of Michael, who depoiited a plenteous ftore of corn and fait chap.
provifions, to fuftain the fiege which he might hourly expe£l from . - \j
the refentment of the Weftern powers. Of thefe, the fovereiga of FeSaitfzL

the two Sicilies was the moft formidable neighbour ; but as long as

they were poilefled by Mainfroy, the baftard of Frederic the fecond,•

his monarchy was the bulwark rather than the annoyance of the

Eaftern empire. The ufurper, though a brave and adlive prince,

was fufficiently employed in the defence of his throne : his profcrip-

tion by fucceifive popes had feparated Mainfroy from the common
caufe of the Latins ; and the forces that might have befieged Con-

ftantinople, were detained in a crufade againft the domeilic enemy

of Rome. The prize of her avenger, the crown of the two Sicilies»

was won and worn by the brother of St, Louis» by Charles count of

Anjou and Provence, who led the chivalry of France on this holy

expedition ". The difaiFeftion of his Chriftian fubjefts compelled

Mainfroy to enlift a colony of Saracens whom his father had planted

in Apulia : and this odious fuccour will explain the defiance of the

Catholic hero, who rejeded all terms of accommodation. " Bear
«' this meflage," faid Charles, " to the fultan of Nocera, that God
" and the fword are umpire between us ; and that he ihall either

" fend me to paradife, or I will fend him to the pit of hell." The
armies met, and though I am ignorant of Mainfroy's doom in the

other world, in this he loft his friends, his kingdom, and his life, in

the bloody battle of Benevento. Naples and Sicily were immediately

peopled with a warlike race of French nobles ; and their afpiring

leader embraced the future conqueft of Africa, Greece, and Palef-

tine. The moft fpecious reafons might point his firft arms againft

the Byzantine empire j and Palsologus, diffident of his own ftrength,

3' The bell accounts, the neareft the time, lifhed by Muratori in the -"• and !"" vo-

the raoft full and entertaining, of the conqueft lumes of thehiftorians of Italy. In his Annals
of Naples by Charles of Anjou, may be found (torn. xi. p. 56—72.), he has abridged thele

in the Florentine Chronicles of Rico'-dano great events, which are likewife defcribed

Malefpina (c. 175— 19J.) and Giovanni Vil- in the Iftoria Civile of Giannone, torn. ii.

lani (l.vii.c.i~io. 25— 30.), whicharepub- 1. xix. torn. iii. l.xx.

I i 2 repeatedly
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CHAP, repeatedly appealed from the ambition of Charles to the humanity of

u „—^ St. Louis, who ftill preferved a jufl afcendant over the mind of his fero-

cious brother. For a while the attention of that brother was confined

at home by the invafion of Conradin, the laft heir of the Imperial

houfe of Swabia : but the haplefs boy funk in the unequal conflict

;

and his execution on a public fcaffold taught the rivals of Charles to

tremble for their heads as well as their dominions. A fecond re-

fpite was obtained by the laft crufade of St. Louis to the African

coafi: ; and the double motive of interefl: and duty urged the king of

Naples to aiTift, with his powers and his prefence, the holy enter-

prife. The death of St. Louis releafed him from the importunity of

a virtuous cenfor ; the king of Tunis confeiTcd himfelf the tributary

Threatens and vaiTal of the crown of Sicily ; and the boldeft of the French
the Greek

. , . a /^ i

empire, knights Were free to enlift under his banner againft the Greek em-

&c.
*

pife• A treaty and a marriage united his intereft with the houfe of

Courtenay ; his daughter Beatrice was promifed to Philip, fon and

heir of the emperor Baldwin ; a penfion of fix hundred ounces of

gold was allowed for his maintenance ; and his generous• father dif-

tributed among his allies the kingdoms and provinces of the Eafl;,

referving only Conftantinople, and one day's journey round the city,

for the Imperial domain^'. In this perilous moment, Patseologus

was the moft eagel• to fubfcribe the creed, and implore the protec-

tion, of the Roman pontiflf, who aiTumed, with propriety and

weight, the character of an angel of peace, the common father of

the Chriftians. By his voice, the fword of. Charles was chained in

the fcabbard ; and the Greek ambaiTadors beheld him, in the pope's

antichamber, biting his ivory fceptre in a tranfport of fury, and deeply

refenting the refufal to enfranchife and confecrate his arms. He ap-

pears to have refpeded the difinterefted mediation of Gregory the

tenth; but Charles was infenfibly difgufted by the pride and partiality

of Nicholas the third ; and his attachment to his kindred, the Urfini

" Ducange, Hift. de C. P. 1. v. 0,49— c. 29. 1. v. c. 7— 10. 25. J.vi. c, 30. 32,33.

56..4. vi. c. I— 13• See Pachymer, 1. iv. and Nicephorus Gregoras, l.iv. 5. 1. v. 1.6.

7 family,
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family, alienated the moil ftrenucus champion from the fcrvlce of »" A p.
. LXII

the church. The hoftile league againft the Greeks, of Philip the -.-'_r

Latin emperor, the king of the two Sicilies, and the republic of

Venice, was ripened into execution ; and the eleuiion of Martin the

fourth, a French pope, gave a lanition to the caufe. Of the allies,

Philip fupplied his name, Martin, a bull of excommunication, the

Venetians, a fquaJron of forty galliesj and the formidable powers of

Charles confifted of forty counts, ten thoufand men at arms, a nu-

merous body of infantry, and a fleet of more than three hundred

fliips and tranfports. A diftant day was appointed for aflembling

this niighty force in the harbour of Brindifi : and a previous attempt

was riiked with a detachment of three hundred knights, who in•*

vaded Albania and befieged the fortrefs of Belgrade. Their defeat

might amufe with a triumph the vanity of Conftantinople ; but the

more fagacious Michael, defpairing of his arms, depended on the

eiFeds of a confpiracy ; on the fecret workings of a rat, who gnawed

the bow-ftring^' of the Sicilian tyrant.

Among the profcribed adherents of the houfe of Swabia, John of Palsologus

Procida forfeited a fmall ifland of that name in the bay of Naples, thefevoitof

His birth was noble, but his education was learned; and in the a ^1/1280

poverty of exile, he was relieved by the pradlice of phyiic, which

he had ftudied in the fchool of Salerno. Fortune had left him no-

thing to lofe, except life ; and to defpife life is the firft qualification

of a rebel. Procida was endowed with the art of negociation, to

enforce his reafons, and difguife his motives ; and in his various

tranfadlions with nations and men, he could perfuade each party

that he laboured folely for their intereft. The new kingdoms of

XTharles were afflided by every fpecies of fifcal and military oppref-

ijon*°; and the lives and fortunes of his Italian fubjeils were facri-

ficed

'9 The reader of Herodotus will recolleil *" According to Saba•; Malafpina (Hift.

how miracolouily the Aflyrian holl of Sen- Sicula, 1. iii. c. i6. in Murntori, torn. viii.

nacherib was difarmed and dellroyed (1. ii. p. 832.), a zealous Guelph, the fubjefls of

C. 14«•)• Charles, who had reviled Mainfroy as a wolf,

began
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ficed to the greatnefs of their mailer and the licentloufnefs of his

followers. The hatred of Naples was repreffed by his prefence ; but

the loofer government of his vicegerents excited the contempt, as

well as the averfion, of the Sicilians : the ifland was roufed to a

fenfe of freedom by the eloquence of Procida ; and he difplayed to

every baron his private intereft in the common caufe. In the con-

fidence of foreign aid, he fucceflively vifited the courts of the Greek

emperor, and of Peter king of Arragon *\ who poflefled the mari-

time countiues of Valencia and Catalonia. To the ambitious Peter

a crown was prefented, which he might juftly claim by his marriage

with the fifter of Mainfroy, and by the dying voice of Conrad in,

who from the fcafFold had call a ring to his heir and avenger,

Palceologus was eafily perfuaded to divert his enemy from a foreign

war by a rebellion at home ; and a Greek fubfidy of twenty-five

thoufand ounces of gold was moil profitably applied to arm a Catalan

fleet, which failed under an holy banner to the fpecious attack of

the Saracens of Africa. In the difguife of a monk or beggar, the

indefatigable miffionary of revolt flew from Conftantinople to Rome,

and from Sicily to Saragoffa ; the treaty was fealed with the fignet

of pope Nicholas himfelf, the enemy of Charles ; and his deed of

gift transferred the fiefs of St. Peter from the houfe of Anjou to

that of Arragon. So widely diffufed and fo freely circulated, the

fecret was preferved above two years with impenetrable difcretion
;

and each of the confpirators imbibed the maxim of Peter, who de-

clared that he would cut off" his left-hand if it were confcious of the

intentions of his right. The mine was prepared with deep and

dangerous artifice ; but it may be queilioned, whether the inilant

explofion of Palermo were the effedl of accident or defign.

began to regret him as a lamb: and he juili- *' See the charafter and counfels of Peter

fies their difcontent by the oppreffions of ihe king of Arragon, in Mariana (Hift. Hifpan.

French government (1. vi. c. 2. 7.). See the I. xiv. c. 6. torn. ii. p. 133 ). The reader

Sicilian manifefto in Nicholas Specialis (1. i. forgives the Jefuit's defeils, in favour, always

c. II. in Muratori, tom.x. p. o^o.). of his ftyle, and ofl«n of his fenfe.

4 On
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On the vigil of Eafter, a proceiTion of the difarmed citizens vifited C A P.

a church witliout the walls ; and a noble damfel was rudely infulted "^ -—j

by a French foldier''\ The raviiher was inftantly puniihed whh Vefpers^,"*"

death; and if the people was at firft fcattered by a military force, March'*^^*

their numbers and fury prevailed : the confpii-ators feized the op-

portunity ; the flame fpread over the ifland ; and eight thoufixnd

French were exterminated in a promifcuous maifacre, which has ob-

tained the name of the Sicilian Vespers *'. From every city

the banners of freedom and the church were difplayed : the revolt

was infpired by the prefence or the foul of Procida ; and Peter of

Arragon, who failed from the African coail to Palermo, was faluted

as the king and faviour of the ifle. By the rebellion of a people

on whom he had fo long trampled with impunity, Charles was^

aftoniihed and confounded ; and In the firil agony of grief and de-

votion, he was heard to exclaim, " God ! if thou has decreed to

*' humble me, grant me at leaft a gentle and gradual defcent from

" the pinnacle of greatnefs !" His fleet and army, which already

filled the fea-ports of Italy, were haftily recalled from the fervice of

the Grecian war ; and the fituation of Mefllna expofed that town to

the firil ftorra of his revenge. Feeble in themfelves, and yet hope-

lefs of foreign fuccour, the citizens would have repented, and fub-

mitted on the aifurance of full pardon and their ancient privileges.

But the pride of the monarch was already rekindled ; and the moft

fervent intreaties of the legate could extort no more than a promife,

that he would forgive the remainder, after a chofen lift of eight

hundred rebels had been yielded to his difcretion. The defpair of

the Meifinefe renewed their courage : Peter of Arragon approached

** After enumerating the fufFerings of his " The French were long taught to re-

country, Nicholas Specialis adds, in the true member this bloody ]ei1bn : " If I am pro-
fpirit of Italian jealoufy, Qus omnia et " voiced (faid Henry the fourth), I will
graviora quidem, ut arbilror, patienti animo " breakfaft at Milan, and dire at Naples."
Siculi toleraflent, nifi (quod primum cunftis " Your majefty (replied the Spaniih ambaf-
domin ntibuscavendum eft), aiieaasfceminas " fador) may perhaps arrive in Sicily for

iBvaffiirent (1, i. c. 2. p. 934.). " vefpers."

to
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Defeat of

Charles,

Odober z.

The fervice

and war of

the Catalans

in the Greek -—

empire,

A. D.
1303-1307.

to their relief
**

; and his rival was driven back by the failure of

provifion and the terrors of the equinox to the Calabrian ihore.

At the fame moment, the Catalan admiral, the famous Roger de

Loria, fwept the channel with an invincible fquadron : the French

fleet, more numerous in tranfports than in gallies, was either burnt

or deilroyed ; and the fame blow aiTured the independence of Sicily

and the fafety of the Greek empire. A few days before his death,

the emperor Michael rejoiced in the fall of an enemy whom he

hated and efteemed ; and perhaps he might be content with the

popular judgment, that had they not been matched with each other,

Conftantinople and Italy muft fpeedily have obeyed the fame mailer '*^

From this difaftrous moment, the life of Charles was a feries of mif-

fortunes j his capital was infulted, his fon was made prifoner, and

he funk into the grave without recovering the ifle of Sicily, which,

after a war of twenty years, was finally fevered from the throne of

Naples, and transferred, as an independent kingdom, to a younger

branch of the houie of Arragor»**.

I ihall not, I truft, be accufed of fuperftition : but I muft re-

mark, that, even in this world, the natural order of events will

fometimes aiFord the flrong appearances of moral retribution. The

firft Palceologus had faved his empire by involving the kingdoms

of the Weft in rebellion and blood ; and from thefe feeds of dif-

cord, uprofe a generation of iron men, who aflaulted and en-

dangered the empire of his fon. In modern times, our debts and

taxes are the fecret poifon, which ftill corrodes the bofom of peace
;

** This revolt, with the fubfequentvidory,

are related by two national writers, Bartho-

lemy a Neocaftro (in Muratori, torn xiii.)

and Nicholas Specialis (in Muratori, tom.x.),

the one a contemporary, the other of the

pext century. The patriot Specialis dif-

claims the name of rebellion, and all pre-

vious correfpondence with Peter of Ar-

ragon (nullo communicato confilio), who
happenid to be with a fleet and army on

the African coaft (1. i. c. 4. 9.).

*' Nicephorus Gregoras (1. v. c. 6.) ad-

mirebthe wifdom of Providence in thii equal

balance of ilates and princes. For the honour
of PaliEoIogus, I had rather this balance had
been obferved by an Italian writer.

'*''' See the Chronicle of Villani, the xi'*"

volume of the Annali d'ltalia of Muratori,

and the xx''' and xx,"' books of tbe Irtorla

Civile of Giannone.

but
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but in the weak and diforderly government of the middle ages, it

was agitated by the prefent evil of the dilhanded armies. Too idle to

work, too proud to beg, the mercenaries were accuilomed to a life

ef rapine : they could rob with more dignity and effed under a ban-

ner and a chief; and the fovereign, to whom their fervice was ufe-

lefs and their prefence importunate, endeavoured to difcharge the

torrent on fome neighbouring countries. After the peace of Sicily,

many thoufands of Genoefe, Catalans *\ &c. who had fought, by

fea and land, under the ftandard of Anjou or Arragon, were blended

into one nation by the refemblance of their manners and intereiL

They heard that the Greek provinces of Afia were invaded by the

Turks : they refolved to fliare the harveft of pay and plunder ; and

Frederic king of Sicily moft liberally contributed the means of their

departure. In a warfare of twenty years, a ihip, or a camp, was

become their country ; arms were their fole profeifion and property
;

valour was the only virtue which they knew ; their women had im-

bibed the fearlefs temper of their lovers and hufbands : it was re-

ported, that, with a ftroke of their broad-fword, the Catalans could

cleave a horfeman and an horfe ; and the report itfelf was a power-

ful weapon. Roger de Flor was the moil popular of their chiefs ^

and his perfonal merit overfhadowed the dignity of his prouder rivals

of Arragon. The offspring of a marriage between a German

gentleman of the court of Frederic the fecond and a damfel of

Brindifi, Roger was fucceihvely a templar, an apoftate, a pirate, and

at length the richeft and moft powerful admiral of the Mediterranean.

He failed from Meffina to Conftantinople, with eighteen gallies, four

great ihips, and eight thoufand adventurers ; and his previous treaty

was faithfully accompliihed by Andronicus the elder, who accepted

with joy and terror this formidable fuccour. A palace was allotted

^" In this motley multitude, the Catalans from the Goths, and Pachymer (I.xi. c. 22.)

and Spaniards, the braveft of the foldiery, from the Arabs; and in fpite of national and
were ftyled, by themfelves and the Greeks, religious pride, I am afraid the latter is in the

Amogavares. Moncada derives their origin right.

V.OX. VL k for
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CHAP, for his reception, and a niece of the emperor was given in mar•-
LXII. . .

V ^-' . riage to the valiant ftranger, who was immediately created great

duke or admiral of Romania. After a decent repofe, he tranfported

his troops over the Propontis, and boldly led them againft the

Turks : in two bloody battles thirty thoufand of the Moflems were

llain : he railed the fiege of Philadelphia, and deferved the name

of the deliverer of Afia. But after a ihort feafon of profperity,.

the cloud of flavery and ruin again burft on that unhappy province.

The inhabitants cfcaped (fays a Greek hiftorian) from the fmoke into

the flames ; and the hoftility of the Turks was lefs pernicious than

the friendihip of the Catalans. The lives and fortunes which they

had refcued, they confidered as their own : the willing or reludant

maid was faved from the race of circumcifion for the embraces of

a Chriftian foldier : the exadion of fines and fupplies was enforced

by licentious rapine and arbitrary executions ; and, on the refiftance

of Magnefia, the great duke befieged a city of the Roman empire *^

Thefe diforders he excufed by the wrongs and pafllons of a vi£to-

rious army ; nor would his own authority or perfon have been fafe,-

had he dared to punifli his^faithful followers, who were defrauded

of the juft and covenanted price of their ferviccs. The threats and

complaints of Andronicus difclofed the nakednefs of the empire-

His golden bull had invited no more than five hundred horfe and

a thoufand foot foldiers
;
yet the crowds of volunteers, who migrated

to the Eaft, had been enliiled and fed by his fpontaneous bounty.

While his braveit allies were content with three byzants, or pieces

ef gold, for their monthly pay, an ounce, or even two ounces^ of

gold were aihgned to the Catalans, whofe annual penfion would

thus amount to near an hundred pounds fterling : one of their chiefs

had modeftly rated at three hundred thoufand crowns the value of

his future merits ; and above a million had been iffued from the

' Some idea may be formed of the popu- ceding reign, was rebuilt by the emperor,

lation of thefe cities, from the 36,000 in- and ruined by the Turks (Pacbymer, 1. vi^

habitants of Tralles, which, in the pre- c. zo, 2i.)>

treafury
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treafury for the maintenance of thefe coftly mercenaries. A cruel

tax had been impofed on the corn of the hufbandman ; one third

was retrenched from the falaries of the public officers ; and the

llandard of the coin was fo ihamefully deb.ifed, tbat of the four-

and-twenty parts only five were of pure gold "'. At the fummons

of the emperor, Roger evacuated a province which no longer fup-

plied the materials of rapine ; but he refufed to difperfe his

troops ; and while his ftyle was refpe£tful, his conduiil was inde-

pendent and hoilile. He protefted, that if the emperor fliould march

againft him, he would advance forty paces to kifs the ground before

him, but in rifmg from this proftrate attitude Roger had a life and

fwprd at the fervice of his friends. The great duke of Romania con-

defcended to accept the title and ornaments of Ca;far; but he rejefted

the new propofal of the government of Afia with a fubfidy of curn

and money, on condition that he Ihould reduce his troops to the

harmlefs number of three thoufand men. Aflaffination is the lail

refource of cowards. The Cxfar was tempted to vifit the royal re-

fidence of Adrianople : in the apartment, and before the eyes, of the

emprefs, he was ftabbed by the Alani guards ; and, though the deed

was imputed to their private revenge, his countrymen, who dwelt at

Conftantinople in the fecurity of peace, were involved in the fame

profcription by the prince or people. The lofs of their leader inti-

midated the crowd of adventurers, who hoifted the fails of flight,

and were foon fcattered round the coafts of the Mediterranean.

a veteran band of fifteen hundred Catalans or French flood firm in

the llrong fortrefs of Gallipoli on the Hellefpont, difplayed the

*' I have colle£led thefe pecuniary circuni- parts, or carats, of gold, and fifteen of cop-
ftances from Pachymer (!. xi. c. 21. 1. xji. per alloy. After his death, the ftandard

c. 4, 5. 8. 14. 19.), who defcribes the pro- rofe to ten cartas, till in the public diilrefe

greffive degradation of the gold coin. E\en it was reduced to the moiety. The prince

in the profperous times of John Ducas Va- was relieved for a moment, while credit and
races, the byzants were compofed in equal commerce were for ever blailed. In France,
proportions of the pure and the bafer metal, the gold coin is of twenty-two carats (one-
The poverty of Michael Palaeologus com- twelfth alloy), and the ftandard of England
pelled him to ftrike a new coin, with nine and Holland is ftill higher.

k 2 banners
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CHAP, banners of Arragon, and offered to revenge and juilify their chief

by an equal combat of ten or an hundred warriors. Inftead of ac-

cepting this bold defiance, the ernperor Michael, the fon and colleague

of Andronlcus, refolved to opprefs them with the weight of mul-

titudes : every nerve was ftralned to foi-m an army of thirteen thou-

fand horfe and thirty thoufand foot ; and the Propontls was covered

with the ihlps of the Greeks and Genoefe. In two battles by fea

and land, thefe mighty forces were encountered and overthrown by

the defparr and dlfcipllne of the Catalans ; the young emperor fled

to the palace ; and an infufficient guard of light-horfe was left for

the protedtlon of the open country. Viitory renewed the hopes

and numbers of the adventurers : every nation was blended under

the name and ftandard of the great company ; and three thoufand

Turkiih profelytes deferted from the Irapei-lal fervica to join this

military aiTociation. In the poffeffion of Galllpoll, the Catalans

intercepted the trade of Conftantinople and the Black Sea, while

they fpread' their devaftations on either fide of the Hellefpont over

the confines of Europe and Afia. To prevent their approach, the

greateft part of the Byzantine territory was laid wafte by the Greeks

themfelves : the peafants and their cattle retired into the city ; and

myriads of Iheep and oxen, for which neither place nor food could

he procured, were unprofitably flaughtered on the fame day. Four

times the emperor Andronlcus fued for peace, and four times

he was inflexibly repulfed, till the want of provlfions, and the

difcord of the chiefs, compelled the Catalans- to evacuate the banks of

the Hellefpont and the neighbourhood of the capital. After their

feparatlon from the Turks, the remains of the great company pur-

fued their march through Macedonia and TheflTaly, to feek a new

eftabliihment in the heart of Greece '°.

After

'' The Catalan war is moft copioudy re- Nicephorus Gregoras (I, vii. 3— 6.) is more

Jated by Pachymer, in the xi''', '•", and .xiii''' concife and complete. Ducange, who adopts

books, till he breaks off in the year 130S. thefe adventurers as French, has hunted their

footflepr.
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After fome a<?es of oblivion, Greece was awakened to new mlf- CHAD,
fortunes by the arms of the Latins. In the two hundred and fifty ' -, '_

r

years between the firft and the laft conqueft of Conftantinople, that //
venerable land was difputed by a multitude of petty tyrants ; with- j^o^lf^' 5

out the comforts of freedom and genius, her ancient cities were

again plunged in foreign and inteiline war ; and, if fervitude be

preferable to anarchy, they might repofe with joy under the Turkilh

yoke. I ihall aot purfue the obfcure and various dynafties, that rofe

and fell on the continent or in the ifles ; but our filence on the fate

of Athens ", would argue a ilrange ingratitude to the firfk and pureil

fchool of liberal fcience and amufement. In the partition of the em-

pire, the principality of Athens and Thebes was ailigned to Otho

de la Roche, a nobie warrior of Burgundy '\ with the title of great

duke", which the Latins underftood in their own fenfe, and the

Greeks more fooliibly derived from the age of Conilantine '*. Otho

followed the ftandard of the marquis of Montferrat ; the ample ilate

which he acquired by a miracle of conduit or fortune ", was peace-

ably inherited by his fon and two grandfons, till the family, though

footfteps with his ufujl diligence (Hift. ds

C• P. I. vi. c. 22—46.). He quotes an Ar-

ragonefe hiftory, which I have read with

pleafure, and which the Spaniards extol as a

nodel of llyle and compofition (Expedlcion de

!os Catalanes y Arragonefes contra Turcos y

Griegos; Barcelona, 1O23, in quarto; Madrid,

1777, in oftavo). Don Francifco de Mon-
cada, Conde de Ofona, may imitate C:efar or

Salluft; he may tranfcribe the Greek or Ita-

lian contemporaries: but he never quotes his

authorities, and I cannot difcern any national

records of the exploits of his countrymen.
*' See the laborious hiftory of Ducanga,

whofe accurate table of the French dynafties,

recapitulates the thirty-five paflages in which

he mentions the dukes of Athens.
5^ He is twice mentioned by Villehardouin

with honour (N^iji. 23.); and under the

i.rft paiTage, Ducange obferves all that can

be kaown of his perfon and family.

'' From thefe Latin princes of the xiv'*"-

century, Boccace, Chaucer, and Shakefpeare,

have borrowed their Thefeus duke of Athens.
An ignorant age transfers its own language
and manners to the moft dirtant times.

^* The fame Conilantine gave to Sicily 3
king, to Ruifia the magnus dapifer of the

empire, to Thebes i\\e primieeritis: and theft

abfurd fables are properly laihed by Ducin"e
(ad Nicephor. Greg. I. vii c. 5.). By the

Latins, the Lord of Thebes was ftyled by
corruption the Megas Kurios, or Grand Sire!

'5 ^uodam miracuh, fays Alberic. He was
probably received by Michael Choniates, the

archbilhop who had defended Athens again

the tyrant Leo Sgurus (Nicetas in Baldwino).

Michael was the. brother of the hiflorian

Nicetas; and his encomium of Athens is ftill

extant in MS. in the Bodleian library (Fa-

bric. Bibliot. GrsEC. torn. vi. 405.).

not.
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not the nation, was changed, by the marriage of an heirefs, into the

elder branch of the houfe of Briennc. The fon of that marriage,

Walter de Brienne, fucceeded to the dutchy of Athens ; and, with

the aid of fome Catalan mercenaries, whom he invefted with fiefs,

reduced above thirty cailles of the vaiTal or neighbouring lords. But

when he was informed of the approach and ambition of the great

company, he collefted a force of feven hundred knights, fix thou-

fand four hundred horfe, and eight thoufand foot, and boldly met

them on the banks of the river Cephifus in Boeotia. The Catalans

amounted to no more than three thoufand five hundred horfe, and

four thoufand foot^ but the deficiency of numbers was compenfated

by ftratagem and order. They formed round their camp an artificial

inundation : the duke and his knights advanced without fear or pre-

caution on the verdant meadow : their horfes plunged into the bog

;

and he was cut in pieces, with the greateft part of the French ca-

valry. His family and nation were expelled ; and his fon Walter

ide Brienne, the titular duke of Athens, the tyrant of Florence, and

the conftable of France, loft his life in the field of Poitiers. Attica

and Boeotia were the rewards of the vidiorious Catalans : they mar-

jied the widows and daughters of the flain ; and during fourteen

years, the great company was the terror of the Grecian ftates. Their

fadions drove them to acknov>^ledge the fovereigniy of the houfe of

Arragon ; and during the remainder of the fourteenth century,

Athens, as a government or an appanage, was fucceffively beftowed

by the kings of Sicily. After the French and Catalans, the third

dynafty was that of the Accaloli, a family, plebeian at Florence,

potent at Naples, and fovereign in Greece. Athens, which they

.embelUihed with new buildings, became the capital of a ftate, that

.extended over Thebes, Argos, Corinth, Delphi, and a part of Thef-

ialy; and their reign was finally determined by Mahomet the fecond,

who ilrangled the laft duke, and educated his fons in the difcipling

and religion of the feraglio.

Athens..
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Athens '", though no more than the ihadow of her former felf, CHAP.
ftill contains about eight or ten thoufand inhabitants : of thefe, three- •

'—

'

fourths are Greeks in religion and language ; and the Turks, who !^
eompofe the remainder, have relaxed, in their intercourfe with the

citizens, fomewhat of the pride and gravity of their national cha-

radler. The olive-tree, the gift of Minerva, flouriihes in Attica
;

nor has the honey of mount Hymettus loft any part of its exquifite

flavour " : but the languid trade is monopolifed by ftrangers ; and

the agriculture of a barren land is abandoned to the vagrant Wala-

chians. The Athenians are ftill diflinguifhed by the fubtlety and

acutenefs of their underftandings : but thefe qualities, unlefs ennobled•

by freedom and enlightened by ftudy, will degenerate into a low and•

felfifti cunning : and it is a proverbial faying of the country, " From•

" the Jews of Theifalonica, the Turks of Negropont, and the Greeks'

** of Athens, good Lord deliver us !" This artful people has eluded

rhe tyranny of the Turkiih balhaws, by an expedient which alle-

viates their fervitude and aggravates their ihame. About the middle

of the laft century, the Athenians chofe for their protedor the Kiflar"

Aga, or chief black eunuch of the feraglio. This ^Ethiopian flave,,

who poflefles the fultan's ear, condefcends to accept the tribute of

thirty thoufand crowns : his lieutenant, the Waywode, whom he

annually confirms, may referve for his own about five or fix thou-

fand more ; and fuch is the policy of the citizens, that they feldom•

fail to remove and puniih an oppreflive governor. Their private

differences are decided by the archbiihop, one of the richeft prelates-

of the Greek church, fince he poflefles a revenue of one thoufand'

5' The modern account of Athens, and the produced much difference in thetranquilfcene.

Athenians, is extradled from Spon (Voyage en " The ancients, or at leall the Athenians,

Grece, torn. ii. p. 79— 199.) and Wheeler believed that all the bees in the world had•

(Travels into Greece, p. 337—414•)» Stuart been propagated from mount Hymettus.

(Antiquities of Athens, paffim) and Chandler They taught, that health might be preferved,.

(Travels into Greece, p. 23— 172.). Thefirft and life prolonged, by the external ufe of oil,•

of thefe travellers vifited Greece in the year and the internal ufe of honey (Geoponica,.

1676, the laft 1765 ; and ninety years had not 1. xv. c 7. p. 1089—1094. edit. Niclas).

pounds

'
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pounels fterllng ; and by a tribunal of the eight geront'i or elders,

chofen in the eight quarters of the city : the noble families cannot

trace their pedigree above three hundred years ; but their principal

members are diftinguiihed by a grave demeanour, a fur-cap, and

the lofty appellation of archon. By fome, who delight in the con-

trail, the modern language of Athens is reprefented as the moft cor-

rupt and barbarous of the feventy dialeds of the vulgar Greek'':

this pidture is too darkly coloured ; but it would not be eafy, in the

country of Plato and Demofthenes, to find a reader, or a copy, of

their works. The Athenians walk with fupine indifference among

the glorious ruins of antiquity ; and fuch is the debafement of their

charadler, that they are incapable of admiring the genius of their

predeceflbrs".

" Ducange, Glofiar. Grxc. Praifat. p. 8. vourable opinion of the Attic dialeft.

who quotes for his author Theodofius Zygo- *» Vet we muft not accufe them of cor•"

malas, a modern grammarian. Yet upon rupting the name of Athens, which they ftill

{torn. ii. p. 194.) and Wheeler (p. 355•). call Athini. From the a? » aO>;»w, we have
BO incompetent judge:, entertain a more fa- formed our own barbarifm of Setinu,
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CHAP. LXIII.

Civil Wars^ and Ruijt of the Greek Empire,—Reigns of

Andro7iicus^ the Elder and Younger^ and fohn Palceo-

logus.—Regency, Revolt, Reign, afid y^bdicatio?i of

fohn Cantacuzene.—Ejlahlifhment of a Ge?ioefe Co-

lony at era or Galata.—Their Wars with the Empire

and City of Conflantinople.

THE long reign of Andronicus ' the elder is chiefly memorable, CHAP,
by the difputes of the Greek church, the invafion of the

Catalans, and the rife of the Ottoman power. He is celebrated as

the moft learned and virtuous prince of the age ; but fuch virtue,

and fuch learning, contributed neither to the perfedtion of the indi-

vidual, nor to the happinefs of fociety. A flave of the moft abjedl

fuperftition, he was furrounded on all fides by vifible and invifible

enemies ; nor were the flames of hell lefs dreadful to his fancy, than

thofe of a Catalan or Turkiih war. Under the reign of the Pa-

lasologi, the choice of the patriarch was the moft important bufinefs

of the ftate ; the heads of the Greek church were ambitious and

fanatic monks ; and their vices or virtues, their learning or igno-

rance, were equally mifchievous or contemptible. By his intempe-

rate difcipline, the patriarch Athanafius ^ excited the hatred of the

' Andronicus himfelf will juftify our free- fee Pachymer (1. ix. c. 24.), who relates the

dom in the inveilive (Nicephorus Gregoras, general hiftory of Athanafius (1. viii. c. 13—
Li. c. I.), which he pronounced againll 16. 20— 24. '• ^'• c. 27— 29. 31—36. 1. xi.

hiftoric falfehood. It is true, that his cen- c. I— 3. 5, 6. 1. xiii. c. 8. 10. 23. 35.),

fure is more pointedly urged againll calumny and is followed by Nicephorus Gregoras

than againft adulation. (1. vi, 5, 7. ]. vii. c. 1. 9.), who incluJes

* For the anathema' in the pigeon's neft, the fecond.retreat of this feccnd Chry.'bftom.

Vol. VI. . L 1 clergy
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clergy and people : he was heard to declare, that the firmer fhoulJ

fwallow the laft dregs of the cup of penance ; and the foolifh tale

was propagated, of his puniihing a facrilcgious ais that had tailed

the lettuce of a convent garden. Driven fiOm the throne by the

univerfal clamour, Athanafius compofed before his retreat two papers

of a very oppofite caft. His public teftament was in the tone of

chanty and refignation ; the private codicil breathed the direft ana-

themas againft the authors of his difgrace, whom he excluded for

ever from the communion- of the holy trinity, the angels, and the

faints. This laft paper he inclofed in an earthen pot, which was

placed, by his order, on the top of one of the pillars in the dome

of St. Sophia, in the diftant hope of dlfcovery and revenge. At

the end of four years, fome youths, climbing by a ladder in fearch

of pigeons nefts, dete£led the fatal fecret ; and, as Andronicus felt

himfelf touched and bound by the excommunication, he trembled

on the brink of the abyfs which had been fo treacherouily dug

under his feet. A fynod of biihops was inftantly convened to debate

this important queftion : the raihnefs of thefe clandeftine anathemas

was generally condemned ; but as the knot could be untied only by

the fame hand, as that hand was now deprived of the crofier, it

appeared that this pofthumous decree was irrevocable by any earthly

power. Some faint teftimonies of repentance and pardon were ex-

torted from the author of the mifchief ; but the confcience of the

emperor was ftill wounded, and he defired, with no lefs ardour than

Athanafms himfelf, the reftoration of a patriarch, by whom alone

he could be healed. At the dead of night, a monk rudely knocked

at the door of the royal bed-chamber, announcing a revelation of

plague and famine, of inundations and earthquakes. Andronicus

'ftarted from his bed, and fpent the night in prayer, till he felt, or

thought that he felt, a flight motion of the earth. The emperor on

foot led the bifliops and monks to the cell of Athanafius ; and, after

a proper refiftance, the faint, from whom this meifage had been fent,

confented to abfclve the prince, and govern the church, of Con-

ftantinople.
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.Hantinople. Untamed by difgrace, and hardened by folitude the C a p.
LXIir

fliepherd was again odious to the flock ; and his enemies contrived »_ -,-
' j

a fmgular, and as it proved a fuccefsful, mode of revenge. In the

night, they ftole away the footftool or foot-cloth of his throne

which they fecretly replaced with the decoration of a fatirlcal pic-

ture. The emperor was painted with a bridle in his mouth, and

Athanafius leading the tradable beaft to the feet of Chrift. The

authors of the libel were deteded and puniihed ; but as their lives

had been fpared, the Chriilian prieft in fullen indignation retired to

his cell ; and the eyes of Andronicus, which had been opened for a

moment, were again clofed by his fucceffor.

If this tranfadlion be one of the moft curious and important of a

reign of fifty j-ears, I cannot at leaft accufe the brevity of my ma-
terials, fmce I reduce into fome few pages the enormous folios of

Pachymer ', Cantacuzene *, and Nicephorus Gregoras ', who have

compofed the prolix and languid itory of the times. The name and

fituation of the emperor John Cantacuzene might infpire the moft

lively curiofity. His memorials of forty years extend from the re-

volt of the younger Andronicus to his own abdication of the empire;

and it is obferved, that, like Mofes and Caifar, he was the principal

a£tor in the fcenes which he defcribes. But in this eloquent work,

we fhould vainly fcek the fincerity of an hero or a penitent. Retired

in a cloyfter from the vices and pafllons of the world, he prefents

not a confeflion, but an apology, of the life of an ambitious ilatef-

man. Inftead of unfolding the true counfels and charaders of men,

^ Pachymer, in feven books, 377 folio and the eight lafl years of the elder Andro-
pages, defcribes the iirll twenty-fix years of nicus. The ingenious comparifon with Mofes
Andronicus the Elder; and marks the date and Csfar, is fancied by his French tranf-

of his compofition by the current news or lye lator, the prefident Coufin.

of the day (A.D. 1308). Either death or ' Nicephorus Gregoras more briefly in-

-difguft prevented him from refuming the pen. eludes the entire life and reign of Andronicui
* After an interval of twelve years, the Elder (I. vi. c. i— 1. x. c. i. p. 96—

from the conclufion of Pachymer, Canta- 291 .). This is the part of which Cantacuzene
cuzenub takes up the pen ; and his firll book complains as a falfe and malicious reprefenta-

(c. 1—59. p. 9—150.) relates the civil wr.r, tion of his conduft.

LI 2 he
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CHAP, lie dlfplays the fmoodi and fpecious furface of events, highly var-

i -.- ' niihed with his own pralies and thofe of his friends. Their motives

are always pure; their ends always legitimate : they confpire and rebel

without any views of intereft ; and the violence which they inflict

or fuffer is celebrated as the fpontaneous effed: of reafon and virtue.

Firft difputes After the example of the fnii of the PaliEologl, the elder Andro-

elder and nicus aflociated his fon Michael to the honours of the purple ; and

dron^u's
'^""

f^O'^ ^^^^ age of eighteen to his premature death, that prince was

A.D. 1320. acknowledged, above twenty-five years, as the fecond emperor of

the Greeks *. At the head of an army, he 'excited neither the fears

of the enemy nor the jealoufy of the court : his modefty and pa-

tience were never tempted to compute the years of his father ; nor

was that father compelled to repent of his liberality either by the

virtues or vices of his fon. The fon of Michael was named An-

dronicus from his grandfather, to \vhofe early favour he was intro-

duced by that nominal refemblance. The bloiToms of wit and.

beauty encreafed the fondnefs of the elder Andronicus ; and, with

the common vanity of age, he expedled to realize in the fecond, the

hope which had been difappointed in the firft, generation. The boy-

was educated in the palace as an heir and a favourite ; and, in the

oaths and acclamations of the people, the augiifi triad was formed

by the names of the father, the fon, and the grandfon. But the

younger Andronicus was fpeedily corrupted by his infant greatnefs,

v/hile he beheld with puerile impatience the double obftacle that

hung, and might long hang, over his rifing ambition. It was not to

acquire fame, or to diffufe happinefs, that he fo eagerly afpired

:

wealth and impunity were in his eyes the moil precious attributes

of a monarch ; and his firft indifcreet demand was the fovereignty

* He was crowned May 21", '295» and nca -., xcti ysmav Kcci vcij-t» luiriD

died Oilober 12''', 1320 (Ducange, Fam. w axfatpvnq. Nic. Greg. 1. ix. c. i.)»

Byz. p. 239.). His brotlier Theodore, by a and founded a dynafty of Italian princes,

fecond marriage, inherited the marquifate of which wasextinguifhed A. 0.1533 (Ducange,
Montferrat, apoftatifed to the religion and Fam. Byz. p. 149—253.).
manners of the Latins (St• x«t ytuiAr, xm tutu

of
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of Ibme rich and fertile, where he might lead a life of inde- CHAP,
pendence and pleafure. The emperor was offended by the loud and '

—

^—-'

frequent intemperance which difturbed his capital : the fums which

his parlimony denied were fupplied by the Genoefe ufurers of Pera
;

and the oppreilive debt, which confolidated the intereft of a faition,

could be difcharged only by a revolution. A beautiful female, a

matron in rank, a proftitute in manners, had inftruiled the younger

Andronicus in tire rudiments of love ; but he had reafon to fufpedl

the nodlurnal viilts of a rival ; and a ftranger paffing through the

ftreet was pierced by the arrows of his guards, who were placed in

ambuih at her door. That ftranger was his brother, prince Manuel,

who languiilied and died of his wound ; and the emperor Michael,

their common father, whofe health was in a declining ftate, expired

on the eighth day, lamenting the lofs of both his children '. How-
ever guiltlefs in his intention, the younger Andi'onicus might im-

pute a brother's and a father's death to the confequence of his ^
vices ; and deep was the figh of thinking and feeling men, when

they perceived, inftead of forrow and repentance, his ill-diifembled

joy on the removal of two odious competitors. By thefe melan-

choly events, and the increafe of his diforders, the mind of the

elder emperor was gradually alienated ; and, after many fruitlefs re-

proofs, he transferred on another grandfon ' his hopes and affection.

The change was announced by the new oath of allegiance to the

reigning fovereign, and the per/on whom he ihould appoint for his

fucceffor ; and the acknowledged heir, after a repetition of infults

and complaints, was expofed to the indignity of a public trial. Be-

fore the fentence, which would probably have condemned him to a

dungeon or a cell, the emperor was informed that the palace courts

"< We are indebted to Nicephorus Gie- ^ His deftined heir was Michael Catharus,

goras (l.viii. c. i.) for the knowledge of this the baftard of Conllantine his fecond ion. In

tragic adventure; while Cantacuzene more this projeft of excluding his grandfon An-
difcreetly conceals the vices of Andronicus dronicus, Nicephorus Gregoras (l.viii. c. 3.)

the Younger, of which he was the witnefs, agrees with Cantacuzene (1. i. c. i, 2.)•

and psxhaps the aiTociate (1. i. c. i, &c.),

wera



262 THE DECLINE AND FALL

Three civil

wars between
the two em-
jjerors,

A. D. 1321,
April 20

—

A. D. 1328,
Ivlay 24..

Coronation

of the

younger An-

dronicus,

A.D. 1325,

February 2.

were filled with the armed followers of his grandfon ; the judgment

was foftened to a treaty of reconciliation ; and the triumphant efcape

of the prince encouraged the ardour of the younger fa£lion.

Yet the capital, the clergy, and the fenate, adhered to the perfon,

or at leaft to the government, of the old emperor ; and it was only

in the provinces, by flight, and revolt, and foreign fuccour, that

the malecontents could hope to vindicate their caufe and fubvert his

throne. The foul of the enterprife was the great domeftic John

Cantacuzene : the fally from Conftantlnople is the firfl: date of his

adlions and memorials ; and if his ov^^n pen be moil defcrlptive of

his patriotifm, an unfriendly hlftorian has not refufed to celebrate

the zeal and ability which he difplayed in the fervice of the young

emperor. That prince efcaped from the capital under the pretence

of hunting; ereited his ftandard at Adrianople ; and, in a few days,

alTembled fifty thoufand horfe and foot, whom neither honour nor

duty could have armed againft the Barbarians. Such a force might

have faved or commanded the empire ; but their counfels were dlf-

cordant, their motions were flow and doubtful, and their progrefs

was checked by intrigue and negociation. The quarrel of the two

Andronici was protradted, and fufpended, and renewed, during a

ruinous period of feven years. In the firft treaty, the relics of the

Greek empire were divided : Confliantinople, Theflalonlca, and the

iflands, were left to the elder, while the younger acquired the fo-

verelgnty of the greatefl: part of Thrace, from Philippl to the Byzan-

tine limit. By the fecond treaty, he fi;ipulated the payment of his

troops, his immediate coronation, and an adequate ihare of the

power and revenue of the fl;ate. The third civil war was terminated

by the furprife of Conftantinople, the final retreat of the old emperor,

and the fole reign of his vidtorious grandfon. The reafons of this

delay may be found in the chara£lers of the men and of the times.

When the heir of the monarchy firfl: pleaded his wrongs and his ap-

prehenfions, he was heard with pity and applaufe : and his adhe-

rents repeated on all fides the inconfiftent promife, that he would

increafe
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increafc the pay of the foldicis and alleviate the bunhens of the

people. The grievances of forty years were mingled in his revolt •

and the rifing generation was f^itigued by the endlefs profpeit of a

reign, whofe favourites and maxims were of other times. The
youth of Andronicus had been without fpirit, his age was without

reverence : his taxes produced an annual revenue of five hundred

thoufand pounds
;
yet the richeft of the fovereigns of Chriftendom

was incapable of maintaining three thoufand horfe and twenty

gallies, to refift the deflrudtive progrefs of the Turks '. " How dif-

" ferent," iaid the younger Andronicus, " is my fituation from that

•' of the fon of Philip ! Alexander might complain,, that his father

" would leave him nothing to conquer : alas ! my grandfire will•

" leave me nothing to lofe." But the Greeks were foon admo-

niihed, that the public diforders could not be healed by a civil war j

and that their young favourite was not deftined to be the faviour

of a falling empire. On the firil repulfe, his party was broken by

his own levity, their inteftlne difcord, and the intrigues of the an-

cient court, which tempted each malecontent to defert or betray

the caufe of rebellion. Andronicus the younger was touched with

remorfe, or fatigued with bufinefs, or deceived by negociation : plea-

fure rather than power was his aim ; and the licence of maintaining

a thoufand hounds, a thoufand hawks, and a thoufand huntfmen, was

fuiEclent to fully his fame and difarm his ambition.

Let us now furvey the cataftrophe of this bufy plot, and the final "^^^ e'*^^»•

r • c -L•
• • 1 10

Andronicus
fituation of the prmcipal aitors . The age of Andronicus was con- abdicates the

fumed in civil difcord; and, amidft the events of war and treaty, A. D. 1328,*

his power and reputation continually decayed, till the fatal night in ^^
'^'

» See Nicephorus Gregoras, 1. viii. c. 6. to fqueeze the farmers of the revenue.

The younger Andronicus complained, that '" I follow the chronology of Nicephorus
in four years and four months, a fum of Gregoras, who is remarkably cxaiff. It is

350,000 byzants of gold was due to him for proved, that Cantacuzene has millaken the

the expences of his houfehold (Cantacuzen. dates of his own aaions, or rather that hii

1. i. C.48.). Yet he would have remitted text has beea corrupted by ignorant tran-

the debt, if he might have been allowed fcribers.

whicb
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C A P. vvhich tlie gates of the city and palace were opened without refiil-

<— -w- - > ance to his grandfon. His principal commander fcorned the repeat-

ed warnings of danger ; and retiring to reft in the vain fecurity of

ignorance,- abandoned the feeble monarch, with fome priefts and

pages, to the terrors of a fleeplefs night. Thefe terrors were quickly

realized by the hoftile ihouts, which proclaimed the titles and vic-

tory of Andronicus the younger ; and the aged emperor, falling

proftrate before an image of the "Virgin, difpatched a fuppliant mef-

fage to reiign the fceptre, and to obtain his life at the hands of the

conqueror. The anfwer of his grandfon was decent and pious ; at

the prayer of his friends, the younger Andronicus aiTumed the fole

" adminiftration ; but the elder ftill enjoyed the name and pre-emi-

nence of the firft emperor, the ufe of the great palace, and a pen-

fion of twenty-four thoufand pieces of gold, one half of which was

affigned the royal treafure, and the other on the fiihery of Con-

ftantinople. But his impotence was foon expofed to contempt and

oblivion ; the vaft filence of the palace 3 difturbed only by the

cattle and poultry of the neighbourhood, which roved with im-

punity tlirough the folitary courts ; and a reduced allowance of ten

thoufand pieces of gold" was all that he could afk, and more than

he could hope. His calamities were embittered by the gradual ex-

tindlion of fight ; his confinement was rendered each day more ri-

gorous j and during the abfence and ficknefs of his grandfon, his

inhuman keepers, by the threats of inftant death, compelled him to

exchange the purple for the monaftic habit and profeifion. The monk

vi;//o;7y had renounced the pomp of the world: yet he had occa-

fion for a coarfe fur in the winter feafon, and as wine was forbidden

by his confelTor, and water by his phyficlan, the iherbet of Egypt

was his common drink. It was not without difiiculty that the late

" I have endeavoured to reconcile the (I. ix. c. 2); the one of whom wiilied to

;:4,ooo pieces of Cantacuzene (1. ii. c. i.) foften, the other to magnify., the hardlhipkS

v.ith the 10,000 of Nicephorus Gregorai of the old emperors,

4 tmperor
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emperor could procure three or four pieces to fatisfy thefc fimple C A p.

wants ; and if he beftowed the gold to relieve the more painful u—-^.-.Iv

diftrefs of a friend, the facrifice is of fome weight in the fcalc of

humanity and religion. Four years after his abdication, Androulcus His Heath,

or Antony expired in a cell, in the feventy-fourth year of his age : Februa!^Vj.

and the lafl: ilrain of adulation could only promife a more fplendid

crown of glory in heaven, than he had enjoyed Upon earth '%

Nor was the reign of the younger, more glorious or fortunate than Reign of An-

that of the elder, Andronicus '\ He gathered the fruits of ai;9bition ; youni^er,

but the tafte was tranfient and bitter : in the fupreme Ration he loft ^sy 24—
*

the remains of his early popularity; and the defefts of his charader
fuci'-i

'"'*"'

became ftill more confpicuous to the world. The public reproach

urged him to march in perfon againft the Turks ; nor did his cou-

rage fail in the hour of trial ; but a defeat and a wound were the

only trophies of his expedition in Afia, which confirmed the eila-

bliihment of the Ottoman monarchy. The abufes of the civil go-

Ternment attained their full maturity and perfection : his neglefl of

forms, and the confufion of national drefles, are deplored by the

Greeks as the fatal fymptoms of the decay of the empire. Andro-

nicus was old before his time : the intemperance of youth had acce-

lerated the infirmities of age ; and after being refcued from a dan-

gerous malady by nature, or phyfic, or the Virgin, he was fnatched

away before he had accompliihed his forty-fifth year. He was tvvace His two

married ; and as the progrefs of the Latins in arms and arts had "
.

foftened the prejudices of the Byzantine court, his two wives were

chofen in the princely houfes of Germany and Italy. The firfi:,

Agnes at home, Irene in Greece, was daughter of the duke of

"* See Nicephorus Gregoras (1. ix. 6, 7, " hireling, a proilitute to praife."

8. 10. 14. 1.x. c. I.). The hiftorian had '3 The fole reign of Andrenicus the
tailed of the profperity, and ihared the re- younger is defcribed by Cantaciizene (I. ii.

treat, of his benefaaor; and that friendihip, c. i—40. p. 191—339.) and Nicephorus
which " waits or to the fcaffbld or the Gregoras (1. ix. c.7—I.xi. c. ii. p. 262—
•• cell," Ihould not lightly be accufed as " a 361.).

Vou VI. ra Brunfwitk,
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CHAP.
LXIII.

Brunfwlck. Her father '* was a petty lord " in the poor and favage

rc^^ions of the north of Germany'^: yet he derived forae revenue

from his filver-iniaes " ; and his family is celebrated by the Greeks

as the moil ancient and noble of the Teutonic name '*. After the

death of this childlefs princefs, Andronicus fought in marriage Jane,

the fifter of the count of Savoy '°; and his fuit was preferred to

that of the French king". The count refpedted in his filler the

fupeiior majefty of a Roman emprefs : her retinue was compoled of

'•• Agnes, or Irene, was the daughter of

doke Henry the Wonderful, the chief of the

houfe of Brunfwick, and the fourth in de-

fcent from the famous Henry the Lion, duke

of Saxony and Bavaria, and conqueror of the

Slavi on .the Baltic coaft. Her brother Henry

was furnamed the Greek, from his two jour-

nies inR) the Eaft: but thefe journies were

fubfequent to his filler's marriage; and I am

ignorant hoiv Agnes was difcovered in the

heart of Germany, and recommended to the

Byzantine court (Riniius, Memoirs of the

Houfe of Brtinfwick, p. 126—137.)•
'5 Henry the Wonderful was the founder

of the branch of Grubenhagen, extinil in

the year 1596 (Rimius, p. 287.). He refided

jn the cattle of Wolfenbuttel, and pcfiefled

no more than a fi^th part of the allodial

eftates of Brunfwick and Luneburgh, which

the Guelph family had faved from the confif-

cation of their great fiefs. The frequent par-

titions among brothers, had almoft ruined the

princely houfes of Germany, till that juft, but

pernicious, law was flowly fuperfeded by the

right of primogeniture. The principality of

Grubenhagen, one of the lall remains of the

Hercynian forell, is a woody, mountainous,

and barren tradl (Bufching's Geography,

vol. vi. p. 270— 286. Engliih tranflation).

'* The royal author of the Memoirs of

Brandenburgh willteach us, how juftly, in a

much later period, the north of Germany

deferved the epithets of poor and barbarous

(EiTai fur les Mosurs, &c.). In the year

1306, in the woods of Luneburgh, fome

wild people of the Vened race were allowed

to bury alive their infirm and ufelefs parents

(Rimius, p. 136.).

" The aflertion of Tacitus, that Germany
was deftitute of the precious metals, muil be

taken, even in his own time, with fome limit-

ation (Germania, c. 5. Annal. xi. 20.).

According to Spener (Hill. Germanix Prag-

matica, tom. i. p. 351.), Argentifodime in

Hercyniis montibus, imperance Othone meg-

no (A. D. 968) primum aperta;, largam

etiam opes augendi dederunt copiam: but

Rimius (p. 258, 259.) defers till the year

1016 the difcovery of the filver mines of

Grubenhagen, or the Upper Hartz, which

were produftive in the beginning of the .\iv''^

century, and which ftill yield a conliderable

revenue to the houfe of Brunfwick.

'^ Cantacuzene has given a moll honour-

able telliraony, w J'ex r;ff<.avi'» Siyurrif

iTi .7< (the modern Greeks employ

the -Jl for the 0, and the jau for the ~, and the

whole will read in the Italian idiom di Brun-

Zuic), Ta Traif' airoic^, » 3(/3«,
vasTo-i Ta; (? « ^. The
praife is jull in itfelf, and plealing to an Eng-

liih ear.

's Anne, or Jane, was one of the four

daughters of Amedee the Great, by a fecond

marriage, and half fillet of his fucceflbr Ed-

ward count of Savoy (Anderfon's Tables,

p. 650.). See Cantacuzene (1. i. c. 40—42.).

'•" That king, if the fa£l be true, muft

have been Charles the Fair, who in five years

(1321— 1326) was married to three wives

(Anderfon, p. 628.). Anne of Savoy ar-

rived at Conftantinople in February 1326.

knights
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.knights and ladies; ilie was regenerated and crowned in St. Sophia, ^ ii A P.

under the more orthodox appellation of Anne ; and, at the nuptial s-—«r——»,

feaft, the Greeks and Italians vied with each other in the martial

exercifes of tilts and tournaments.

The emprefs Anne of Savoy furvived her huiband : their fon, ^«'2" of
' ' ' John Paiaeo-

John Palxologus, was left an orphan and an emperor, in the ninth Ogus,

year of his age ; and his weaknefs was proteQed by the firft and June 15—

moft deferving of the Greeks. The long and cordial friendihip of
portunecf'

his father for [ohn Cantacuzene is alike honourable to the prince and J'^•'"
Cjnta-

•'

^
cuzenus.

the fubjedl. It had been formed amidft the pleafures of their youth:

their families were almoft equally noble "
; and the recent luftre of

the purple was amply compenfated by the energy of a private edu-

cation. We have feen that the young emperor was faved by Can-

tacuzene from the power of his grandfather ; and, after fix years of
'

civil war, the fame favourite brought him back in triumph to the

palace af Conftantinople. Under the reign of Andronicus the

younger, the great domeftic ruled the emperor and the empire ; and

it was by his valour and conduit that the iile of Lefbos and the

principality of iEtolia were reftored to their ancient allegiance. His

enemies confefs, that, among the public robbers, Cantacuzene alone

was moderate and abftemious ; and the free and voluntary account

which he produces of his own wealth'''' may fuftain the prefumptloa

that it was devolved by inheritance, and not accumulated by rapine.

He does not indeed fpecify the value of his money, plate, and jewels;

yet, after a voluntary gift of two hundred vaCes of filver, after much

had been fecreted by his friends and plundered by his foes, his forfeit

treafures were fufficient for the equipment of a fleet of fevenly gal-

lies. He does not meafure the fize and number of his eftates ; but

The noble race of the Cantacuzeni (il- in the xiii''' century were tranflated and read
luilnous from the x.''> century in the Byzan- by the Greeks (Ducange, Fam. Byzant.

tine annals) was drawn from the Paladins of p. 258.).

Prance, the heroes of thofe romances which -^ See Caucacuzcn? (1. iii, c. 24. 30. 36.)•

m 2 his



268 THE DECLINE AND FALL

^
LXin

^' ^*'^ granaries were heaped with an incredible ftore of wheat and

i.. -V- ~.' barley ; and the labour of a thoufand yoke of oxen might culti-

vate, according to the pratitice of antiquity, about fixty-two thou-

fand five himdred acres of arable land '\ His paftures were flocked

with two thoufand five hundred brood mares, two hundred camels,

three hundred mules, five hundred afles, five thoufand horned cattle,

fifty thoiifand hogs, and feventy thoufand fheep '*
: a precious record

of rural opulence, in the laft period of the empire, and in a land,

moft probably in Thrace, fo repeatedly wafted by foreign and do-

meftic hollility. The favour of Cantacuzene was above his fortune.

In the moments of familiarity, in the hour of ficknefs, the emperor

was defirous to level the diftance Jjetween them, and preffed his

He is left re- friend to accept the diadem and purple. The virtue Of the great
gent of the

empire. domeftic, which is attefted by his own pen, refifted the dangerous

propofal ; but the laft teftament of Andronicus the younger named

him the guardian of his fon, and the regent of the empire.

His regency Had the regent found a fultable return of obedience and gratitude,

A. D. 1341, perhaps he would have aded with pure and zealous fidelity in the

fervice of his pupiP'. A guard of five hundred foldiers watched

over his perfon and the palace ; the funeral of the late emperor was

decently performed ; the capital was filent and fubmiftuve ; and five

hundred letters, which Cantacuzene difpatched in the fii-ft month,

informed the provinces of their Ibfs and their duty. The proipedl

of a tranquil minority was blafted by the great duke or admiral

*' Saferna, in Gaul, and Columella, in ing oxen. 2. He interprets the^
Italy cr Spain, allow two yoke of oxen, two . ,.-,;, by the number of fifteen hun-

drivers, and fix labourers, for two hundred dred. 3. He confounds myriads with chiliads,

'j"g?''3• (125 Englifh acres) of arable l.ind, and gives Cantacuzene no more than 5003
and three more men muft be added if there hogs. Put not your truil in tranilations

!'

be much underwood. (Columella de Re " See the regency and reign of John Can-
Ruftica, 1. ii. c. 13. p. 441. edit. Gefner). tacuzenus, and the whole progrefs of the

''* In this enumeration (I. iii. c. 30.), the civil war, in his own hiiiory (i. iii. c. 1—
French tranflation cf the preudent Coufin is 100. p. 348— 700.), and in that of Nice-

blotted with three palpable and eifential phoius Gregoras (1. xii, c. 1— I.xv. c. 9.

errors. 1. He omits the 1000 yoke of work- p. 353—492)•

1

7

Apocaucus j
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Apocaucus; and to exaggerate ///V perfidy, the Imperial lililorian- is ^ '^ ^ P.

pleafed to magnify his own imprudence, in raifing him to that office '
—-^

againft the advice of his more fagacious fovereign. Bold and fubtle, I'y Apocau-

rapacious and profufe, the avarice and ambition of Apocaucus were

by turns fubfervient to each other ; and his talents were applied to

the ruih of his country. His arrogance was heightened by the com-

mand of a naval force and an impregnable caftle, and under the

mafic of oaths and flattery he fecretly confpired agai-nft his bene-

faflor. The female court of the emprefs was bribed and directed :
by tl-.e em-

he encouraged Anne of Savoy to afiert, by the law of nature, the Savoy

;

tutelage of her fon ; the love of power was difguifed by the anxiety

of maternal tendernefs ; and the founder of the Pal;^clogi had in-

ftrufted his pofterity to dread the example of a perfidious guardian.

The patriarch JohnofApri, was a proud and feeble old man, en- by the pa-

compafled by a numerous and hungry kindred. He produced an

obfolete epiftle of Andronicus, which bequeathed the prince and

people to his pious care : the fate of his predeceiTor Arfenius

prompted him to prevent, rather thaa punilh, the crimes of aa

ufurper ; and Apocaucus fmiled at the fuccefs of his own flattery,

when he beheld the Byzantine prieil afiliming, the ftate and tem-

poral claims of the Roman pontiff"". Between three perfons fo differ-

-

ent in their fituation and chaj-ader, a private league was concluded :

a.lhadow of authority was reftored to the fenate ; and the people was

tempted by the name of freedom. By this powerful confederacy,

,

the great domeftic was affaalted at firfl: with clandeftine, at length

with open, arms. His prerogatives were difputed ; his opinions

flighted ; his friends perfecuted j and his fafety was. tlureatened both .

jp the camp and city. In his abfence on the public fervice, he was

accufed of treafon; profcribedas an enemy of the. church and ftate;,

** He aiTumed the royal privilege of red new, whatever Conilantine had given to the •

(hoes or buikirs; placed on his head a mitre ancient, Rome (Cantacuzen. 1. iii. c 36.

of filk and gold ; fubfcribed his epiftles with Nic. Giegoras, 1. xiv. C. 3.).

hyacinth or green ink, and claimed for the
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and delivered, with all his adherents, to the fword of juftlce, the ven-

geance of the people, and the power of the devil : his fortunes were

confifcated ; his aged mother was cail into prifon ; all his pail fer-

vlces were buried in oblivion ; and he was driven by injuftice to

perpetrate the crime of which he was accufed". From the review

of his preceding condudl, Cantacuzene appears to have been guilt-

lefs of any treafonable defigns ; and the only fufpicion of his Inno-

cence muft arife from the vehemence of his proteftations, and the

fublime purity which he afcribes to his own virtue. While the em-

prefs and the patriarch ftill aifeQed the appearances of harmony, he

repeatedly folicited the permiffion of retiring to a private, and even

a monaftic, life. After he had been declared a public enemy, it was

his fervent wiih to throw himfelf at the feet of the young emperor,

and to receive without a murmur the ftroke of the executioner : it

was not without reludance that he liftened to the voice of reafon,

which inculcated the facred duty of faving his family and friends,

and proved that he could only fave them by drawing the fword and

alTuming the Imperial title.

Cantacuzene In the ftrong city of Demotica, his peculiar domain, the emperor

pur^"
' * John Cantacuzenus was inverted with the purple buikins : his r'lght-

QcF: '54». leg was clothed by his noble kinfmen, the left by the Latin chiefs,

on whom he conferred the order of knighthood. But even in this:

aft of revolt, he was ftill ftudious of loyalty ; and the titles of John

Palasologus and Anne of Savoy were proclaimed before his own

name and that of his wife Irene. Such vain ceremony is a thin

difguife of rebellion, nor are there perhaps any pcrfonal wrongs that

can authorife a fubjeit to take arms againft his fovereign : but the

want of preparation and fuccefs may confirm the affiirance of the

ufurper, that this decifive ilep v/as the efieot of ncceflity rather than of

*' Nic. Gregcras (1. xii. c. 5.) confeiTes fcnni and religious enmity to the former;

the innocence and virtues of Cantacuzenus, •• h xxy.txt ^., «itioc ',; tui

the guilt and flagitious vices of Apocaucus

;

^ *!» umi f Oofa;.

nor does he diflemblc the motive of his per-

I choice.
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choice. Conftantinople adhered to the young emperor : the king of C A P.

Bulgaria was invited to the relief of Adrianople : the principal cities u—v—1_*

of Thrace and Macedonia, after fome hefitation, renounced their

obedience to the great domeilic ; and the leaders of the troops and

provinces were induced, by their private intereft, to prefer the

loofe dominion of a woman and a prieft. The army of Canta-

cuzene, in fixteen divifions, was ftationed on the banks of the Melas

to tempt or intimidate the capital : it was difperfed by treachery or

fear ; and the officers, more efpecially the mercenary Latins, ac-

cepted the bribes, and embraced the fervice, of the Byzantine court.

After this lofs, the rebel emperor (he fludiuated between the two

charadlers) took the road of Theifalonica with a chofcn remnant

;

but he failed in his enterprife on that important place; and he was

elbfely purfued by the great duke, his eneniy Apocaucus, at the head

of a fuperior power by fea and land. Driven from the coaft, ia

his march, or leather flight, into the mountains of Servia, Canta-

cuzene alTembled his troops to fcrutinize thofe who were Vorthy

and willing to accompany his broken fortunes. A bafe majority

bowed and retired ; and his trufty band was diminiihed to two

thoufand, and at laft to live hundred^ volunteers. The craV^^ or defpot

of the Servians, received hirri with generous hoipitality ; but the

ally was infenfibly degraded to a fuppliant, an hoftage, a captive ;

i>nd, in this miferable dependence, he waited .at the door of the Bar-

barian, who could difpofe of the life and liberty of a Roman emperor.

The moft tempting offers could not perfiiade the cral to violate

his truft ; but he foon inclined to the ftronger fide ; and his friend

was difmifled without injury to a new viciffitude of hopes and perils.

" The princes of Servia (Ducr.ige, Famil. modern Greeks, and even by the Turks
Dalmatica:, &c. c. 2, 3, 4. 9.) were ftyled (Leunclavius, Pandeft. Turc. p. 422.), who
Defpots in Greek, and Cral, in thtir native referve the name of Padifliah for the emperor,
idiom (Ducange, Gloff. Grac. p. 751.). To obtain the latter inftead of the former, is

That title, the equivalent of king, appears the ambition of the French at Conftantinople

to be of Sclavonic origin, from whence it (Avertiflement a I'Hiftoire de Timur Bee,

has been borrowed by the Hungarianr, the p. 39.).

Near
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^ ^^ ^• Near fix years the flame of difcord burnt with various fuccefs and
< —

' unabated rage : the cities were diftraded bv the fadion of the nobles
The. civil j 1 1 1 • 1 /-.

'

war, and the plebeians ; the Cantacuzeni and Pal^eologi : and the Bul-
A D . .

1341—1347. garians, the Servians, and the Turks, were invoked on both fides

as the inftruments of private ambition and the common ruin. The

regent deplored the calamities, of which he was the author and vic-

•tim : and his own experience might didate a juil and lively remark

on the different natui^ of foreign and civil war. " The former,"

faid he, " is the external warmth of fummer, always tolerable, and

" often beneficial ; the latter is the deadly heat of a fever, which

" confumes without a remedy the vitals of the conftitution"',"

Viaory of The introdudion of barbarians and favages into the contefts of

civilized nations, is a meafure pregnant with ihame and mifchief j

which the interefl of the moment may compel, but which is repro-

bated by the beft principles ofhumanity and reafon. It is the prac-

tice of both fides to accufe their enemies of the guilt of the firft

alliances ; and thofe who fail in their negociations, are loudeft in

their cenfure of the example which they envy, and would gladly

imitate. The Turks of Afia were lefs barbarous perhaps than the

fliepherds of Bulgaria and Servia ; but their religion rendered them

the implacable foes of Rome anti Chriftianity. To acquire the

friendihip of their emirs, the two fadions vied with each other in

bafenefs and profufion : the dexterity of Cantacuzene obtained the

preference ; but the fuccour and vidory were dearly purchafed by

the marriage of his daughter with an infidel, the captivity of many

thoufand Chriftians, and the paiTage of the Ottomans into Europe,

the laft and fatal ftroke in the fall of the Roman empire. The in-

clining fcale was decided in his favour by the death of Apocaucus,

the juft, though fingular, retribution of his crimes. A crowd of nobles

.or plebeians, whom he feared or hated, had been feized by his orders

*' Nic. Gregoras, 1. xii. c. 14. It is furpxifing, that Cantacuzene has not inferred this

juft and lively image in his own writings.

in
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in the capital and the provinces ; and the old palace of Conftantine

was afllgned for the place of their confinement. Some alterations

in raifing the walls, and narrowing the cells, had been ingeniouily

contrived to prevent their efcape, and aggravate their mifery ; and

the work was inceflantly preiled by the daily vifits of the tyrant.

His guards watched at the gate, and as he flood in the inner-court

to overlook the architedts, without fear or fufpicion, he was aflaulted

and laid breathlefs on the ground, by two refolute prifoners of the

Palieologian race ^°, who were armed with ilicks, and animated by

defpair. On the rumour of revenge and liberty, the captive multi-

tude broke their fetters, fortified their prifon, and expofed from the

battlements the tyrant's head, prefuming on the favour of the people

and the clemency of the emprefs. Anne of Savoy might rejoice in

the fall of an haughty and ambitious miniiler, but while ihe de-

layed to refolve or to a£t, the populace, more el'pecially the mariners,

were excited by the widow of the great duke to a fedition, an

aflault, and a maflacre. The prifoners (of whom the far greater

part were guiltlefs or inglorious of the deed) efcaped to a neigh-

bouring church : they were flaughtered at the foot of the altar
j

and in his death the monfter was not lefs bloody and venomous

than in his life. Yet his talents alone upheld the caufe of the young

emperor ; and his furviving aflbciates, fufpicious of each other,

abandoned the condudl of the war, and rejedled the faireft terms

of accommodation. In the beginning of the difpute, the emprefs

felt and complained, that ihe was deceived by the enemies of

Cantacuzene : the patriarch was employed to preach againft the for-

givenefs of injuries ; and her promife of immortal hatred was fealed

by an oath, under the penalty of excommunication ". But Anne

'° The two avengers were both Palsologi, ^' Cantacuzene accufes the patriarch, and
who might refent, with royal indignation, fpares the emprefs, the mother of his fo-

the fliame of their chains. The tragedy of vereign (1. iii. 33,34.), againft whom Nic.

Apocaucus may deferve a peculiar reference Gregoras exprefles a particular animofity

to Cantacuzene (1. iii. c. 86.) and Nic. Gre- (I. xiv. 10, 11. xv. 5.). It is true, that

goras (1. xiv. c. to.). they do not fpeak exaftly of the fame time.

Vol. VI. foon

273
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C A P. foon learned to hate without a teacher : ihe beheld the misfortunes

*
u ' of the empire with the iudiiTerence of a ftranger : her jealoufy was

exafperated by the competition of a rival emprefs ; and on the firft

fymptoms of a more yielding temper, flie threatened the patriarch

to convene a fynod, and degrade him from his office. Their inca-

pacity and difcord would have afforded the moft decifive advantage

;

but the civil war was protraQed by the weaknefs of both parties

;

and the moderation of Cantacuzene has not efcaped the reproach of

timidity and indolence. He fucceffively recovered the provinces and

cities ; and the realm of his pupil was meafured by the walls of

Conftantinople ; but the metropolis alone counterbalanced the reft of

the empire ; nor could he attempt that important conqueft till he

had fecured in his favour the public voice and a private corre-

fpondence. An Italian, of the name of Facciolati ^\ had fucceeded

Here-enters to the office of great duke : the ihips, the guards, and the golden

Dople, g^t^^j were fubjeft to his command ; but his humble ambition was

linaary^^^' ^^^^cd to become the inftrument of treachery ; and the revolution

was accompliihed without danger or bloodihed. Deftitute of the

powers of refiftance, or the hope of relief, the inflexible Anne

would have ftill defended the palace, and have fmiled to behold the

capital in flames, rather than in the pofl'effion of a rival. She

yielded to the prayers of her friends and enemies; and the treaty

was di£tated by the conqueror, who profefl'ed a loyal and zealous

attachment to the fon of his benefadtor. The marriage of his

daughter with John Pala^ologus was at length confummated : the

hereditary right of the pupil was acknowledged ; but the fole admi-

niftration during ten years was vefted in the guardian. Two em-

perors and three empreffes were feated on the Byzantine throne

;

and a general amnefty quieted the apprehenfions, and confirmed the ^

property, of the moft guilty fubjedls. The feftival of the corona-

'* The traitor and treafon are revealed by is more difcreetly fupprefled by his great ac-

Nic. Giegoras (1. xv. c. 8.): but the name complice (Cantacuzen, 1. iii. c. 99 ).

10 tion
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tlon and nuptials was celebrated with the appearances of concord

and magnificence, and both were equally fallacious. During the

late troubles, the treafures of the ftate, and even the furniture of the

palace, had been alienated or embezzled : the royal banquet was

ferved in pewter or earthen-ware ; and fuch was the proud poverty

of the times, that the abfence of gold and jewels was fupplied by

the paltry artifices of glafs and gilt-leather ".

I haften to conclude the perfonal hiilory of John Cantacuzene '\ Reign of

He triumphed and reigned ; but his reign and triumph were clouded cuzene,

by the difcontent of his own and the adverfe fadlion. His followers January ^s^Il

might ftyle the general amnefly, an adl of pardon for his enemies, f^^^
'^^^'

and of oblivion for his friends^' : in his caufe, their eftates had been

forfeited or plundered ; and as they wandered naked and hungry

through the ilreets, they curfed the felfiih generofity of a leader

;

who, on the throne of the empire, might relinquifli without merit

his private inheritance. The adherents of the emprefs blufhed to

hold their lives and fortunes by the precarious favour of an ufurper;

and the thirft of revenge was concealed by a tender concern for the

fucceifion, and even the fafety, of her fon. They were juftly

alarmed by a petition of the friends of Cantacuzene, that they might

be releafed from their oath of allegiance to the Palseologi ; and en-

trufted with the defence of fome cautionary towns ; a meafure fup-

ported with argument and eloquence ; and which was rejeded (fays

the Imperial hiftorian) " by my fublime, and almoft incredible,

*' virtue." His repofe was difturbed by the found of plots and fe-

.ditibns; and he trembled, left the lawful prince ihould be ftclen

'^ Nic. Greg. I. xv. 1 1- There were to the conclufion of the xxiv"> book, p. 717,
however fome true pearls, but very thinly is all controverfy) ; and his fourteen laft

fprinkled. The reft of the ftones had only books are Hill MSS. in the king of France's
n-an-oisTT.;», ..; 'Sicvyi-., library.

3* From his return to Conftantinople, Can- 35 -^ emperor (Cantacuzen, 1. iv. c. i.)

«cuzene continues his hiftory, and that of reprefents his own virtues, and Nic. Gre-
the empire, one year beyond the a'odication goras (1. xv. c. 11.) the complaints of his

of his fon Matthew, A. D. 1357 (1. iv. c. i friends, who fulTered by it's effeas. I have
—50. p. 705—911.). Nicephorus Gregoras lent them the words of our poor cavaliers

ends with the fynod of Conftantinople, in after the reftoration.

ihe year 1351 (1. xxii. c. 3. p. 660. the reft

2 away
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away by fome foreign or domeftic enemy, who would infcrlbe his

name and his wrongs in the banners of rebellion. As the fon of

Andronicus advanced in the years of manhood, he began to feel and

to act for himfelf ; and his rifing ambition was rather ftimulated than

checked by the imitation of his father's vices. If we may truil his own

profefllons, Cantacuzene laboured with honeft induftry to corre£t thefe

fordid and fenfual appetites, and to raife the mind of the young prince

to a level with his fortune. In the Servian expedition, the two em-

perors ihewed themfelves in cordial harmony to the troops and

provinces ; and the younger colleague was initiated by the elder

in the myfteries of war and government. After the conclufion

of the peace, Palseologus was left at Theifalonica, a royal reii-

dence, and a frontier ftation, to fecure by his abfence the peace of

Conftantinople, and to withdraw his youth from the temptations

of a luxurious capital. But the diftance weakened the powers of

control, and the fon of Andronicus 'was furrounded with artful or

unthinking companions, who taught him to hate his guardian, to

deplore his exile, and to vindicate his rights. A private treaty with

the cral or defpot of Servia, was foon followed by an open revolt j

and Cantacuzene, on the throne of the elder Andronicus, defended

the caufe of age and prerogative, which in his youth he had fo vi-

gorouily attacked. At his requeft, the emprefs mother undertook

the voyage of Theifalonica, and the office of mediation : ihe re-

turned without fuccefs ; and uulefs Anne of Savoy was inftrudted by

adverfity, we may doubt the fmcerity, or at leail the fervour, of her

zeal. While the regent grafped the fceptre with a firm and vigorous

hand, ihe had been inftruded to declare, that the ten years of his legal

admh-iifcration would foon elapfe ; and that after a full trial of the

vanity of the vvxrld, the emperor Cantacuzene fighed for the repofe

of a cloyfter, and was ambitious only of an heavenly crown. Had
thefe fentiments been genuine, his voluntary abdication would have

reftored the peace of the empire, and his confcience would have

been relieved by an ad of juitice. Palneologus alone was refponfible

for his future government ; and whatever might be his vices, they

were
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were furely lefs formidable than the calamities of a civil war. In C A p.

LXIII.
which the Barbarians and infidels were again invited to aiTift the •

'—^

Greeks in their mutual deftrudion. By the arms of the Turks, who io°gu" ta^es""

now ftriick a deep and everlafting root in Europe, Cantacuzene "^
^'JTl•>^ ° ^ ' againit him,

prevailed in the third conteft in whigh he had been involved ; and -'^• ^• '353•

the young emperor, driven from the fea and land, was compelled to

take ihelter among the Latins of the ifle of Tenedos. His infolence

and obftinacy provoked the vi£tor to a ftep which muft render the

quarrel irreconcilable : and the aifociation of his fon Matthew, whom
he invefted with the purple, eilablilhed the fucceifion in the family

of the Cantacuzeni. But Conftantinople was ftill attached to the

blood of her ancient princes : and this laft injury accelerated the re-

ftoration of the rightful heir. noble Genoefe efpoufed the caufe

of Palaiologus, obtained a promife of his fifter, and atchieved the

revolution with two gallies and two thoufand five hundred auxilia-

ries. Under the pretence of diftrefs, they were admitted into the

lelTer port ; a gate was opened, and the Latin ihout of, " long life

" and vidory to the emperor, John Palaeologus !" was anfwered by

a general rifing in his favour. A numerous and loyal party yet ad-

hered to, the ftandard of Cantacuzene : but he aflTerts in his hifiory

(does he hope for belief?) that his tender confcience rejedled the

aifurance of conqueft ; that, in free obedience to the voice of reli-

gion and philofophy, he defcended fropi the throne, and embraced

with pleafiire the inonaftic habit and profeffion^^ So foon as he

ceafed to be a prince, his fucceffor was not unwilling that he flaould

be a faint : the remainder of his life was devoted to piety and learn- Abdication

ing ; in the cells of Conllantinople and mount Athos, the monk zene,

Joafaph was refpedled as the temporal and fpiritual father of the
january^^^'

emperor ; and if he ifiued from his retreat, it was as the minifi;er of

^* The awkward apo'ogy of Cantacuzene tives of Matthew Villani (I. iv. c. 46. in

(1. iv. c. 39—4: ); who relates, with vifible the Script. Rerum Ital. tom. xiv. p. 268.)

confufion, hii own downfall, may b fiipplied and Ducas (c. 10, 11.).

by the lefs accurate, but more honeft narra-

peace,
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peace, to fubdue the obftinacy, and follcit the pardon, of his re-

bellious fon".

Dlfpute con- Yet in the cloyfter, the mind of Cantaciizene was ftill exercifed by

light of theological war. He iliarpened a controverfial pen againft the Jews
mount a-

^^^ Mahometans ^^
; and in every ftate, he defended with equal zeal

A'D.
tjjg divine lis;ht of mount Thabor, a memorable queftion which con-

'3+' — •35'•
. . .

fummates the religious follies of the Greeks. The fakirs of India'*,

and the monks of the Oriental church, were alike perfuaded, that,

in total abftrailion of the faculties of the mind and body, the purer

fpirit may afcend to the enjoyment and vifion of the Deity. The

opinion and pradlice of the monafteries of mount Athos *° will be

beft reprefented in the words of an abbot, who flourlfhed in the

eleventh century. " When thou art alone in thy cell," fays the

afcetic teacher, " fhut thy door, and feat thyfelf in a corner ; raife

*' thy mind above all things vain and tranfitory ; recline thy beard

" and chin on thy breaft ; turn thy eyes and thy thought towards

" the middle of thy belly, the region of the navel ; and fearch the

" place of the heart, the feat of the foul. At firft, all will be dark

" and comfortlefs ; but if you perfevere day and night, you will

*' feel an ineffable joy; and no fooner has the foul difcovered the

*' place of the heart, than it is involved in a myftic and etherial

" light." This light, the produilion of a diftempered fancy, the

creature of an empty ftomach and an empty brain, was adored by

^' Cantacuzcne, in the year 1375, was letters from his friends of Ifpahan. Canta-

honoured with a letter from the pope (Fleury, cuzene had read the Koran; but I under-

Hift. Ecclef. tom. xx. p. 250.). His death ftand from Maracci, that he adopts the vul-

is placed by refpeftable authority on the zo'•" gar prejudices and fables againft Mahomet
of November 141 1 (Ducange, Fam. Byzant. and his religion.

p. 260.). But if he were of the age of his ^' See the Voyages de Bernier, tom, i.

companion Andronicus the Younger, he muit p. 127.

have lived 116 years; a rare inftance of Ion- *° Moflieim, Inflitut. Hift. Ecclef. p. 522,
gevity, which in fo illuftrious a perfon would 523. Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. tom. xx p. 22.

have attraited univerfal notice. 24. 107— 114, &c. The former unfolds the
3* His four difcourfes, or books, were caufes with the judgment of a philofophcr,

printed at Bafil 1543 (Fabric. Bibliot. Grac. the latter tranfcribes and tranflates with the

tom. vi. p. 473.). He Compofed them to prejudices of a Catholic prielL

fatisfy a profelyte who was alTaulted with

the
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die Quletifts as the pure and perfed eflence of God himfelf ; and as C a p.^*—
LXIII

Jong as the folly was confined to mount Athos, the fimple folitaries y . Lr

were not inquifitive how the divine eflence could be a material

fubftance, or how an 'immaterial fubftance could be perceived by tha

eyes of the body. But in the reign of the younger Andronicus,

thefe monafteries were vifited by Barlaam'", a Calabrian monk, who

was equally ikilled in philofophy and theology ; who poiTefled the

languages of the Greeks and Latins ; and whofe verfatile genius

could maintain their oppofite creeds, according to the intereft of the

moment. The indifcretion of an afcetic revealed to the curious

traveller the fecrets of mental prayer ; and Barlaam embraced the

opportunity of ridiculing the Quietifts, who placed the foul in the

navel ; of accufing the monks of mount Athos of herefy and blaf-

phemy. His attack compelled the more learned to renounce or

difiemble the fimple devotion of their brethren ; and Gregory Pala-

mas introduced a fcholaitic diftindion between the eflence and ope-

ration of God. His inacceflTible eflence dwells in the midfl: of an

uncreated and eternal light ; and this beatific vifion of the. faints had

been manifefted to the difciples on mount Thabor, in the tranf-

figuration of Chriil. Yet this difl:in£tion could not efcape the re-

proach of polytheifm ; the eternity of the light of Thabor was

fiercely denied ; and Barlaam ftill charged the Palamites with hold-

ing two eternal fubfliances, a vifible and an invifible God. From
the rage of the monks of mount Athos, who threatened his life,

.

the Calabrian retired to Confliantinople, where his fmooth and fpe-

cious manners introduced him to the favour of the great domefl:ic

and the emperor. The court and the city were involved in this

theological difpute, which flamed amidfl; the civil war ; but the

' Bafnage (in CaniCi Antiq. Leftiones, of the identity of his perfon. See likewife

tom.iv. p. 363— 368.) has inveftigated the Fabricius (Bibliot. Grac. torn. x. p. 427

—

charailer and ftory of Barlaam, The dupli- 432.).
tity of his opinions had infpired fome doubts

doctrine
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CHAP, doctrine of Barlaam was d'lfgraced by his flight and apoftacy : the

4 ^—-/ Palamites triumphed ; and their adverfary, the patriarch John of

Apri, was depofed by the confent of the adverfe fa£lions -of the

ftate. In the charader of emperor and theologian, Cantacuzene

prefided in the fynod of the Greek church, which eftabUihed, as an

article of faith, the uncreated light of mount Thabor ; and, after fo

many infults, the reafon of mankind was flightly wounded by the

addition of a fmgle abfurdity. Many rolls of paper or parchment

have been.blotted ; and the impenitent fedlaries, who refufed to fub-

fcribe the orthodox creed, were deprived of the honours of Chrif-

tian burial ; but in the next age the queftion v/as forgotten ; nor

can I learn that the axe or the faggot were employed for the extir-

pation of the Barlaamite herefy *\

EaabHih- For the conclufion of this chapter, I have referved the Genoefe

Genoefe at War, which fliook the throne of Cantacuzene, and betrayed the

fa'ta''

°'^ ^^' debility of the Greek empire. The Genoefe, who, after the re-

A. D. covery of Conftantinople, were feated in the fuburb of Pera or

Galata, received that honourable fief from the bounty of the em-

peror. They were indulged in the ufe of their laws and magi-

ftrates ; but they fubmitted to the duties of vafllils and fubjeds :

the forcible word of liegemen *' was borrowed from the Latin jurif-

prudence ; and their^ or chief, before he entered on his

office, fainted the emperor with loyal acclamations and vows of

fidelity. Genoa fealed a firm alliance with the Greeks ; and, in

cafe of a defenfive war, a fupply of fifty empty gallies, and a fuc-

cour of fifty gallies completely armed and manned, was promifed

** See Cantacuzene (I. ii. c. 39, 40. l.iv. library, have added fome fafls and docu-

c. 3. 23, 24, 25.), and Nic. Gregoras (1. xi. ments.

c. 10. 1. XV. 3, 7, &CZ.), whofe laft books, *' Pachymer (I. v. c. 10.) very properly

from the xix''' to the xxiv'•", are almoft con- explains ^^; (Ugios) by lo.as. The ufe of

fined to a fubjeil fo interefting to the authors, thefe words in the Greek and Latin of the

Boivin (in Vit. Nic. Gregorx), from the un- feudal times, may be amply underftood from

publiihed books, and Fabricius (Bibliot. the GlolTaries of Ducange (Grsc. p. 811,812.

Grsc. torn. X. p. 462—473.)» or rather Latin, torn, iv, p. 109— iii.).

Montfau9on, from the MSS. of the Coiflin

16 by
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by the republic to the empire. In the revival of a naval force, it ^ HA P.

was the aim of Michael Pal-Eologus to deliver himfelf from a fo- ^— '

reign aid ; and his vigorous government contained the Genoefe

of Galata within thofe limits which the infolence of wealth and

freedom provoked them to exceed. A failor threatened that they

ihould foon be mafters of Conftantinople, and flew the Greek

who refented this national affront; and an armed veiTel, after

refufing to falute the palace, was guilty of fome ads of piracy

in the Black Sea. Their countrymen threatened to fupport their

caufe ; but the long and open village of Galata was inftantly fur-

rounded by the Imperial troops ; till, in the moment of the aiTault,

the proftrate Genoefe implored the clemency of their fovereign.

The defencelefs fituation which fecured their obedience, expofed

them to the attack of their Venetian rivals, who, in the reign of

the elder Andronicus, prefumed to violate the majefty of the throne.

On the approach of their fleets, the Genoefe, with their families

and effeds, retired into the city : their empty habitations were re-

duced to afhes ; and the feeble prince, who had viewed the defl:ruc-

tion of his fuburb, exprefl^ed his refentment, not by arms, but by

ambaflTadors. This misfortune, however, was advantageous to the

Genoefe, who obtained, and imperceptibly abufed, the dangerous

licence of furrounding Galata with a ftrong wall ; of introducing

into the ditch the waters of the fea ; of ereding lofty turrets ; and

of mounting a train of military engines on the rampart. The nar-

row bounds in which they had been circumfcribed, were infuiEcient

for the growing colony ; each day they acquired fonie addition of

landed property ; and the adjacent hills were covered with their vil-

las and caftles, which they joined and protected by new fortifica-

tions**. The navigation and trade of the Euxine was the patri-

** The eilabliihment and progrefs of the (!. ii. c. 35. 1. v. 10. 30. 1. ix. 15. 1• xii• 6.

Genoefe at Pera, or Galata, is defcribed by 9), Nicephorus Gregoras (1. v. c. 4. I. vi.

Ducange (C. P. Chriftiana, 1. i. p. 68, 69.) c. 1 1. 1. ix. c. ;. I. xi. c. i. I. xv. c. 1. 6.).

from the Byzantine hiilorians, Pachymer and Cantacuzene (l.i. c. 12. 1. ii. c. 29. &c.).

Vol. VI. mony



282 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, mony of the Greek emperors, who commanded the narrow entrance,

» , . the gates, as it were, of that inland fea. In the reign of Michael

Palseologus, their prerogative was acknowledged by the fultan of

Egypt, who follcited and obtained the liberty of fending an annual

• fhip for the purchafe of flaves in Circaffia and the Leifer Tartary

;

a Uberty pregnant with mifchief to the Chriilian caufe ; fince thefe

youths were transformed by education and difcipline into the formi-

Thoir trade dable Mamalukes *'. From the colony of Pera, the Genoefe engaged

ience. with fuperior advantage in the lucrative trade of the Black Sea ; and

their induftry fupplied the Greeks with fifh and corn j two articles

of food almoft equally important to a fuperftitious people. The

ipontaneous bounty of nature appears to have beftowed the harvefts

of the Ukraine, the produce of a rude and favage hufbandry ; and

the endlefs exportation of fait fiih and caviar is annually renewed

by the enormous fturgeons that are caught at the mouth of the Don

or Tanais, in their laft ftation of the rich m.ud and ihallow water of

the MEeotis"'. The waters of the Oxus, the Cafpian, the Volga,

and the Don, opened a rare and laborious paflage for the gems and

fpices of India ; and, after three months march, the caravans of Ca-

rizme met the Italian veiTels in the harbours of Crimasa*'. Thefe

\'arious branches of trade were monopolifed by the diligence- and

power of the Genoefe. Their rivals of Venice and Pifa were for-

cibly expelled ; the natives were awed by the caftles and cities,

which arofe on the foundations of their humble factories ; and their

*5 Both Pachymer (1. iii. c. 3, 4, 5.) and were fometimes twenty-four or twenty-fix

Nic. Gregoras (I. iv. c. 7.) underftand and feet long, weighed eight or nine hundred

deplore the eifefls of this dangerous indul- pounds, an<i yielded three or four quintals

gence. Bibars, fultan of Egypt, himfelf a of caviar. The corn of the Bofphorus had

Tartar, but a devout f^ufulman, obtained fupplied the Athenians in ths time of Demof-
from the children of Zingis the permiilion thenes.

to build a llately mofch in the capital of Cri- *' De Guignes, Hiil. des Huns, torn. iii.

jTisa (de Guignes, Hift. des Huns, torn. iii. p. 343, 34./).. Viaggi di Ramufio, torn. i. fol.

p. 343•)• 400. But this land or water carriage could
"t* Chardin (Voyages en Perfe, torn. i. only be prafticable when Tartary was united

p. 48.) was alTured at Csffa, that thefe iiflies under a wife and powerful monarch.

principal
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principal eftabliihment of Caffa *' was befieged without efFea by the ^ ^ ^ ^•

Tartar powers. Deftitute of a navy, the Greeks were oppreiTed by *—

—

'

thefe haughty merchants, who fed, or famiiheJ, Conftantlnople,

according to their intereft. They proceeded to ufurp the cuftoms,

the fiihery, and even the toll, of the Bofphorus ; and while they

derived from thefe objeds a revenue of two hundred thoufand pieces

of gold, a remnant of thirty thoufand was reluctantly allowed to

the emperor*'. The colony of Pera or Galata a£led, in peace and

war, as an independent ftate ; and, as it will happen in diftant fet-

tlements, the Genoefe podefta too often forgot that he was the fer-

vant of his own mailers.

Thefe ufurpations were encouraged by the weaknefs of the elder '^^^'" ^^*

• 1 m• 1 1 • •
With the em-

Andronicus, and by the civu wars that afflidled his age and the mi- peror Canta-

nority of his grandfon. The talents of Cantacuzene were employed a. 0.1348.

to the ruin, rather than the reftoration, of the empire ; and after

his domeftic vidory, he was condemned to an ignominious trial,

whether the Greeks or the Genoefe ihould reign in Conftantinople.

The merchants of Pera were offended by his refufal of fome conti-

guous lands, fome commanding heights, which they propofed to

cover with new fortifications ; and in the abfence of the emperor,

who was detained at Demotica by ficknefs, they ventured to brave

the debility of a female reign. A Byzantine veffel, which had pre-

fumed to fiih at the mouth of the harbour, was funk by thefe auda-

cious ftrangers ; the fiihermen were murdered. Inftead of fuing for

pardon, the Genoefe demanded fatlsfadion ; required in an haughty

ftrain, that the Greeks ihould renounce the exercife of navigation
;

and encountered with regular arms the firft fallies of the popular in-

dignation. They inftantly occupied the debateable land ; and by

the labour of a whole people, of either fex and of every age, the

*' Nic. Gregoras (I. xiii. c. 12.) is judi- days, he faw above 400 fail employed in the

cious and well-informed on the trade and corn and fi(h trade (Voyages en Perfe, torn. i.

colonies of the Black Sea. Chardin defcribes p. 46— 48.).

the prefent ruins of CafFa, where, in forty « See Nic. Gregoras, l.xvii. c. I.

2 wall
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Deftruftion

of his fleet,

A.D. 1349.

wall was ra'ifed, and the ditch was funk, with incredible fpeed. At

the fame time, they attacked and burnt two Byzantine gallies ; while

the three others, the remainder of the Imperial navy, efcaped from

their hands : the habitations without the gates, or along the fhore,

were pillaged and deftroyed ; and the care of the regent, of the em-

prefs Irene, was confined to the prefervation of the city. The re-

turn of Cantacuzene difpelled the public confternation : the emperor

inclined to peaceful counfels ; but he yielded to the obftinacy of his

enemies, who rejedled all reafonable terms, and to the ardour of his

fubjedis, who threatened, in the ftyle of fcripture, to break them in

pieces like a potter's veiTel. Yet -they reludlantly paid the taxes,

that he impofed for the conftru£tion of ihips, and the expences of

the war ; and as the two nations were mafters, the one of the land,

the other of the fea, Conftantinople and Pera were prefled by the

evils of a mutual fiege. The merchants of the colony, who had be-

lieved that a few days would terminate the war, already murmured

at their loiTes ; the fuccours from their mother-country were delayed

by the factions of Genoa ; and the moil: cautious embraced the op-

portunity of a Rhodian veflel to remove their families and eifedls

from the fcene of hoftility. In the fpring, the Byzantine fleet, feven

gallies and a train of fmaller veiTels, iflued from the mouth of the

harbour, and fteered in a fmgle line along the ihore of Pera ; un-

fkilfully prefenting their fides to the beaks of the adverfe fquadron.

The crews were compofed of peafants and mechanics ; nor was their

ignorance compenfated by the native courage of Barbarians : the

wind was ftrong, the waves were rough ; and no fooner did the

Greeks perceive a diftant and inactive enemy, than they leaped

headlong into the fea, from a doubtful, to an inevitable, peril. The

troops that marched to the attack of the lines of Pera were ftruck

at the fame moment with a fimilar panic ; and the Genoefe were

aftoniihed, and almoft aihamed, at their double vidory. Their

triumphant veiTels, crowned with flowers, and dragging after them

the
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the captive gallies, repeatedly pafled and repafled before the palace ; C A p.

the only virtue of the emperor was patience ; and the hope of re- _ .- 'j»
,

venge his fole confolation. Yet the diftrefs of both parties inter-

pofed a temporary agreement ; and the ihame of the empire was

difguifed by a thin veil of dignity and power. Summoning the

chiefs of the colony, Cantacuzene afFe£led to defpife the trivial ob-

jeQ: of the debate ; and, after a mild reproof, moil liberally granted

the lands, which had been previoufly refigned to the feeming cuftody

of his officers ^",

But the emperor was foon folicited to violate the treaty, and to Viiiory of.... . .
' Genoefe

join his arms with the Venetians, the perpetual enemies of Genoa over the Ve-

and her colonies. While he compared the reafons of peace and Greeks,

war, his moderation was provoked by a wanton infult of the in- February '7i.

habitants of Pera, who difcharged from their rampart a large ftone

that fell in the midft of Conftantinople. On his juft complaint,

they coldly blamed the imprudence of their engineer ; but the next

day the infult was repeated, and they exulted in a fecond proof that

the royal city was not beyond the reach of their artillery. Canta-

cuzene inftantly figned his treaty with the Venetians ; but the

weight of the Roman empire -was fcarcely felt in the balance of thefe

opulent and powerful republics '". From the ftreights of Gibraltar

to the mouth of the Tanais, their fleets encountered each other with

various fuccefs ; and a memorable battle was fought in the narrow

fea, under the walls of Conftantinople. Il would not be an eafy

tafk to reconcile the accounts of the Greeks, the Venetians, and the

Genoefe
^''

; and while I depend on the narrative of an impartial

'" The events of this war are related by goras, which is ftill in MS. at Paris,

Cantacuzene (1. iv. c. ii.) with obfcuriiy ^i Muratori (Annali d'ltalia, torn. xii.

and confufion, and by Nic.Gregoras (1. xvii. p. 144.) refers to the moil ancient Chronicles

c. I —7•) in a clear and honell narrative. The of Venice (Carefinus, the continuator of An-
prielt was lefs refponfible than the prince for drew Dandulus, torn. xii. p. 421, 422.) and

the defeat of the fleet. Genoa (George Stella, Annales Genuenfes,
' This fecond war is darkly told by Can- torn. xvii. p. 1091, 1092.); both which 1

tacuzene (I. iv. c. 18. p. 24, 25. 28—32.). have diligently confulted in his great Col-

who wifhes to difguife what he dares not ledlion of the Hiftorians of Italy,

deny. I regret this part of Nic. Gre-

hlftorian,
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CHAP, h'lftorian ", I ihall borrow from each nation the fads that redound
LXIir.

s—„ ' to their own difgrace, and the honour of their foes. Th^ Vene-

tians, with their alUes the Catalans, had the advantage of number; and

their fleet, with the poor addition ofeight Byzantine gallies, amounted

to feventy-five fail : the Genoefe did not exceed fixty-four ; • but in

thofe times their ihips of war were diftinguiihed by the fuperiority

of their fize and ftrength. The names and families of their naval

commanders, Pifani and Doria, are illuftrious in the annals of their

country ; but the perfonal merit of the former was eclipfed by the

fame and abilities of his rival. They engaged in tempeftuous wea-

ther ; and the tumultuary confliiil was continued from the dawn to

the extindion of light. The enemies of the Genoefe applaud their

prowefs : the friends of the Venetians are diffatisfied with their

behaviour ; but all parties agree in praifing the ikill and boldnefs* of

the Catalans, who, with many wounds, fuftained the brunt of the

adion. On the feparation of the fleets, the event might appear

doubtful ; but the thirteen Genoefe gallies, that had been funk or

taken, were compenfated by a double lofs of the allies ; of fourteen

Venetians, ten Catalans, and two Greeks ; and even the grief of the

conquerors exprefl'ed the aflurance and habit of more decifive vic-

tories. Pifani confeifed his defeat, by retiring into a fortified har-

bour, from whence, under the pretext of the orders of the fenate,

he fleered with a broken and flying fquadron for the ifle of Candia,

and abandoned to his y'iyus the fovereignty of the fea. In a public

epiftle, addrefl!ed to the doge and fenate, Petrarch employs his elo-

quence to reconcile the maritime powers, the two luminaries of Italy.

The orator celebrates the valour and vidory of the Genoefe, the

firft of men in the exercife of naval war : he drops a tear on the

'' See the Ch-onicle of Matteo Villani of tranilates this letter, which he had copied

Florence, 1. ii. c. 59, 60. p. 145 — 14^. from a MS. in the king of France's library.

c. 74, 75. p. 156, 157. in Muratori's Collec- Though a fervant of the duke of Milan, Pe-

tion, tom.xiv. trarch pours forth his aftonilhment and grief

5* The Abbe de Sade (Memoires fur la at the defeat and defpair of the Genoefe in

Vie de Petrarque, torn. iii. p. 257—263.) the following year (p. 323—332-)•

4 misfortunes
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misfortunes of their Venetian brethren ; but he exhorts them to

purfue with fire and fword the bafe and perfidious Greeks ; to purge

the metropolis of the Eaft from tlie herefy with which it was in-

fected. Deferted by their friends, the Greeks were incapable of Their treaty

refiftance ; and three months after the battle, the emperor Canta- pile, '
*
^"^'

cuzene folicited and fubfcribed a treaty, which for ever baniflaed the ^^^ ^'

Venetians and Catalans, and granted to the Genoefe a monopoly of

trade, and almoft a right of dominion. The Roman empire (I

fmile in tranfcribing the name) might foon have funk Into a province

of Genoa, if the ambition of the republic had not been checked by

the ruin of her freedom and naval power. A long conteft of one

hundred and thirty years was determined by the triumph of Venice

;

and the fadions of the Genoefe compelled them to feek for do-

meftic peace under the protedion of a foreign lord, the duke of

Milan, or the French king. Yet the fpirit of commerce furvived

that of conqueft j and the colony of Pera ftill awed the capital and

navigated the Euxine, till it was involved by the Turks in the final

fervitude of Conftantinople itfelf.
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CHAP. LXIV.

Conqiiefis of Zingis Khan a7id the Moguls from China to

Pola7id.—Efcape of Confantinople and the Greeks.—
Origin of the Ottoma?2 Turks in Bithynia.—Reigns and

ViBories of Othman^ Orcha?^, Amurath the Firfi^

and Bajazet the Firf,—Foundation and Progrefs of

the T'urkifD Monarchy iit and Europe.—Danger

of Co7tflantinople and the Greek Empire.

'ROM the petty quarrels of a city and her fuburbs, from the

cowardice and difcord of the falling Greeks, I ihall now

afcend to the victorious Turks ; whofe domeftic llavery was ennobled

by martial difcipline, religious enthufiafm, and the energy of the na-

tional charader. The rife and progrefs of the Ottomans, the prefent

fovereigns of Conftantinople, are conneded with the moil import-

ant fcenes of modern hiftory : but they are founded on a previous

knowledge of the great eruption of the Moguls and Tartars ; whofe

rapid conquefts may be compared with the primitive convulfions of

nature, which have agitated and altered the furface of the globe.

I have long fmce aiTerted my claim to introduce the nations, the im-

mediate or remote authors of the fall of the Roman empire; nor

can I refufe myfelf to thofe events, which, from their uncommon

magnitude, will intereft a philofophic mind in the hiftory of blood'.

" ' The reader is invited to review the cbRp- Attila and the Huns, which were compnfed

ters of the fecond and third volumes; the at a time when 1 entertained the wiih, rather

manners of palloral nations, the conquells of than the hope, of concluding my hiilory.

1

8

From
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Fi-om the fpacious highlands between Chuaa, Siberia, and the chap.
LXI

V

Cafpian Sea, the tide of emigration and war has repeatedly been < .,-—*

poured. Thefe ancient feats of the Huns and Turks were occupied fiii emperor*

he Mo-
in the twelfth century by many paftoral tribes, of the fame defcent °^,'^

and fimllar manners, •which were united and led to conqueft by the
'''"•'"^,

^^ ^ A. D.

formidable Zingis. In his afcent to greatnefs, that Barbarian (whofe 1206—1227.

private appellation was Temugin) had trampled on the necks of his

equals. His bii'th was noble : but it was in the pride of vidory,

that the prince or people deduced his feventh anceftor from the im-

maculate conception of a virgin. His father had reigned over thir-

teen hords, which compofed about thirty or forty thoufand families

:

above two-thirds refufed to pay tithes or obedience to his infant

fon ; and at the age of thirteen, Temugin fought a battle againil his

rebellious fubjedls. The future conqueror of Afia was reduced to

fly and to obey : but he rofe ftiperior to his fortune, and in his

fortieth year he had eftabliihed his fame and dominion over the

circumjacent tribes. In a ftate of fociety, in which policy is rude

and valour is univerfal, the afcendant of one man muft be founded

on his power and refolution to puniili his enemies and recompenfe

his friends. His firft military league was ratified by the fimple rites

of facrificlng an horfe and tailing of a running ftream : Temugin

pledged himfelf to divide with his followers the fweets and the bitters

of life ; and, when he had ihared among them his horfes and ap-

parel, he was rich in their gratitude and his own hopes. After his

firft vidory, he placed feventy chaldrons on the fire, and feventy of

the moft. guilty rebels were caft headlong into the boiling water.

The fphere of his attradion was continually enlarged by the ruin of

the proud and the fubmiffion of the prudent ; and the boldeft

chieftains might tremble, when they beheld, enchafed in filver, the

ikuU of the khan of the Keraites^; who, under the name of Prefter

John,

* The khans of the Keraites were moft epiftles compofed in their name by the Ncflo-

probably incapable of reading the pompous rian miiTionaries, who endowed them with

Vol.. VI. the
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John, had correfponded with the Roman pontiiF and the princes of

Europe. The ambition of Temugin condefcended to employ the

arts of fuperftition ; and it was from a naked prophet, who could

afcend to heaven on a white horfe, that he accepted the title of

Zingis ', the mo/I great ; and a divine right to the conqueft and

dominion of the earth. In a general courouUai, or diet, he was

feated on a felt, which was long afterwards revered as a relic, and

folemnly proclaimed great khan, or emperor, of the Moguls *

and Tartars'. Of thefe kindred, though rival, names, the former

had given birth to the Imperial race ; and the latter has been

extended, by accident or error, over the fpacious wildernefs of the

north.

His laws. The code of laws which Zingis dilated to his fubjefts, was

adapted to the prefervation of domeftic peace, and the exercife of

foreign hoftility. The puniihment of death was infxidled on the

crimes of adultery, murder, perjury, and the capital thefts of an

horfe or ox ; and the fierceft of men were mild and juil in their

intercourfe with each other. The future eledion of the great khan

was veiled in the princes of his family and the heads of the tribes

;

and the regulations of the chace were eflential to the pleafures and

plenty of a Tartar camp. The vidorious nation was held facred

from all fervile labours, which were abandoned to ilaves and ftrangers j

tlie fibulotis wonders of an Indian kingdom. * The name of Moguls has prevailed

Perhaps thefe Tartars (the Prcibyter or Prieft among the Orientals, and ftill adheres to the

John) had fubmitted to the rites of baptifm titular fpvereign, the Great Mogul, of Hin-

and ordination (Affeman, Eibliot. Orient, doftan.

torn iii. ?\\. p. 487— 503.). ' The Tartars (more properly Tatars) were

^ Since the hiftory and tragedy of Voltaire, defcended from Tatar Khan, the brother of

Gengis, atleaftiiiFrench.feems to be the more Mogul Khan (fee Abulghazi, part i and ii.),

faOiionable fpelling : but Abulghazi Khan and once formed a hord of 70,000 families

jnuft have known the true name of his ancellor. onthe borders of Kitay (p. 103

—

l\z.). In

His etymology appears juft: Z/», in the Mogul the great invafion of Europe (A. D. 1238),

tongue, fignifies great, and gis is the fuper- they feem to have led the vanguard; and the

l.itive termination (liiil. Genealogique dcs iimilitude of the name of Tartarei, recom-

Tatars, part iii. p. 194, 195.)• From the mended that of Tartars to the Latins (Matt,

fame idea of magnitude, the appellation of Paris, p. 398, &c ).

Ziiigis is bellowed on the ocean.

14 and
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and every labour was fervile except tlie profeflion of arms. The ^ ^^^
^'•

fervice and difciplinc of the troops, who were armed with bows, * w
'

fcymetars, and iron maces, and divided by hundreds, thoufands, and

ten thoufands, were the inilitutions of a veteran commander. Each

officer and foldier was made refponfible, under pain of death,

for the fafety and honour of his companions ; and the fpirit of con-

queft breathed in the law, that peace iliould never be granted unlefs

to a vanquiihed and fuppllant enemy. But it is the religion of

Zingis that beil deferves our wonder and applaufe. The Catholic

inquifitors of Europe, who defended nonfenfe by cruelty, might have

been confounded by the example of a Barbarian, who anticipated

the leiTons of phllofophy *, and eftablifhed by his laws a fyftem of

pure theifm and perfedl toleration. His firft and only article of

faith was the exiftence of one God, the author of all good ; who

fills by his prefence the heavens and earth, which he has created

by his power. The Tartars and Moguls were addided to the idols

of their peculiar tribes ; and many of them had been converted by

the foreign miilionaries to the religions of Mofes, of Mahomet, and

of Chrift. Thefe various fyftems in freedom and concord, were

taught and pradifed within the precinds of the fame camp; and

the Bonze, the Imam, the Rabbi, the Neftorian and the Latin

prieft, enjoyed the fame honourable exemption from fervice and

tribute : in the mofch of Bochara, the infolent vidor might trample

the koran under his horfes feet, but the calm legiflator refpedled the

prophets and pontiffs of the moil hoftile feds. The reafon of Zingis

was not informed by books ; the khan could neither read nor write

;

and, except the tribe of the Igours, the greateft part of the Moguls

and Tartars were as illiterate as their fovei'eign. The memory of

^ A lingular conformity may be found be- in his works, vol. iv. p. 535. 4'° edition,
tween the religious liws of Zingis Khan and 1777).
of Mr. Locke (Conftituiions of Carolina,

2 their
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their exploits was preferved by tradition : fixty-eight years after the

death of Zingis, thefe traditions were colledled and tranfcribed
' ; the

brevity of their domeftic annals may be fupplied by the Chinefe^ Per-

fians', Armenians '", Syrians", Arabians"', Greeks ", Ruffians"*, Poles",

' In the year 129-I-, by the command of

Cazan, khan of Perfia, the fourth in de-

fcent from Zingis, From thefe traditions,

his vizir Fadlallah compofed a Mogul hillory

jn the Perfian language, which has been

ufed by Petit de la Croix (Hili. de Genghiz-

can, p. 537—539•)• The Hiftoire Genealo-

gique des Tatars (a Leyde, 1726, in iz"",

2 tomes) was tranflated by the Swediih

prifoners in Siberia from the Mogul MS. of

Abulgafi Bahadur Khan, a defcendant of

Zingis, who reigned over the Uibeks of Cha-

rafm, or Carizme(A.D. 1644— 1663). He
is of moit value and credit for the name?,

pedigrees, and manners of his nation. Of
his nine parts, the i" defcends from Adam
to Mogul Khan ; the •", from Mogul to

Zingis; the iii"•, is the life of Zingis; the

iv''', v"", vi"", and '•", the general hiflory

of his four fons, and their pollerity; the viii'*'

and '*, the particular hiftory of the de-

fcendants of Sheibani Khan, who reigned in

Maurenahar and Charafm.
' Hiftoire de Gentchifcan, et de toute la Di-

naftle dcs Mongous fes Succefleurs, Con-

querans de la Chine; tireede I'Hiftoire de la

Chine, par le R. Gaubil, de la Societe de

Jsfus, Miffionaire a Peking; a Paris, 1739,
in 4'°. This tranflation is ftamped with the

Chlnefe charailer of domeftic accuracy and

foreign ignorance.

8 See the Hiftoire du Grand Genghizcan,

premier Einpereur de; Mogols et Tartares,

par M. Petis de la Croix, a Paris, 1710,

in 12™°: a work of ten years labour, chiefly

drawn from the Perfian writers, among whom
Nifavi, the fecretary of fultan Gelaleddin,

has the merit and prejudices of a contem-

porary, A flight air of romance is the fault

of the originals, or the compiler. See like-

wife the articles of Gtnghizcan, Mohammed,

Gelaleddin, Siz. in the Bibliotheque Orien-

tale of d'Herbelot.

'° Haithonus, or Aithonus, an Armenian

prince, and afterwards a monk of Premontre

(Fabric. Bibliot. Lat. medii JEv'i, tom. i.

p. 34.), didlated in the French language, his

book de Tartaris, his old fellow-foldiers.

It was immediately tranflated into Latin,

and is inferted in the Novus Orbis of Simon

Grynasus (Bafil, 1555, in folio).

" Zingis Khan, and his firft fucceflbrs, oc-

cupy the conclufion of the ix"" Dynafty of A-

bulpharagius (verf. Pocock, Oxon. 1663, in

4'°); and his x'*" Dynafty is that of the Mo
guls of Perfia. Aflemannus (Bibliot. Orient,

tom. ii.) has extra£led fome fadls from his

Syriac writings, and the lives of the Jacobite

maphrians, or primates of the Eaft.

'^ Among the Arabians, in language and

religion, we may diftinguiih Abulfeda, fultan

of Hamah in Syria, who fought in perfon,

under the Mamaluke ftandard,. againft the

Moguls
'^ Nicephorus Gregoras (1. ii. c. 5, 6.) has

felt the neceflity of connefling the Scythian,

and Byzantine hiftories. He defcribes with

truth and elegance the fettlement and man-,

ners of the Moguls of Perfia, but he is igno-

rant of their origin, and corrupts the names

of Zingis and his fons.

'* M. Levefque (Hiftoire de Ruflie, tom.ii.)

has defcribed the conqueft of Ruflia by the

Tartars, from the patriarch Nicon, and the•

old chronicles.

'5 For Poland, I am content with the Sar-

matia Afiatica et Europea of Matthew a Mi^
chou, or de Michovia, a canon and jjhyfician

of Cracow (A. D. 1506), inferted in the

Novus Orbis of Gryna:us. Fabric. Bibliot.

Latin medis et infims .iEtatis, tom. v. p. 56.

Hungarians»,
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Hungarians '*, and Latins"'; and each nation will deferve credit in the

relation of their own difafters and defeats '^

The arms of Zinp-is and his lieutenants fucceffively reduced the His invadon
" 01 China,

hords of the defert, who pitched their tents between the wall of . D.

China and the Volga ; and the Mogul emperor became the mo-

narch of the paftoral world, tlie lord of many millions of Ihepherds

and foldiers, who felt their united ilrength, and were impatient to

ruih on the mild and wealthy climates of the fouth. His anceftors

had been the tributaries of the Chlnefe emperors; and Temugin

hirafelf had been difgraced by a title of honour and fervitude. The

court of Pekin was aftoniihed by an embaify from its former vaiFal,

who, in the tone of the king of nations, exadled the tribute and

obedience which he had paid, and who affedled to treat the /on of

heaven as the moft contemptible of mankind. An haughty anfwer

difguifed their fecret apprehenfions ; and their fears were foon jufti-

fied by the march of innumerable fquadrons, who pierced on all

iides the feeble rampart of the great wall. Ninety cities were

ftormed, or ftarved, by the Moguls ; ten only efcaped ; and Zingis,.

from a knowledge of the filial piety of the Chinefe, covered his

" I fliouid quote Thu.-oczius, the oldell John de Piano Carpini, and William Ra-
general hillorian (pars ii. c. 74, p. 150. )> in bruquis, and by Marco Polo, a Venetian

the i" volume of the Scriptores Rerum Hun- gentleman. The Latin relations of the two

garicarum, did not the fame volume contain former are inferted in the i" volume of Hack-

the original narrative of a contemporary, an luyt; the Italian original or verfion of the

eye-witnefs, and a fuflerer (M, Rogerii, third (Fabric. Bibliot. Latin, medii /Evi,

Hungari, Varadienfis Capituli Canonici, torn. ii. p. ig8. torn. v. p. 25,) may be found

Carmen miferabile, feu Hiftoria fuper De- in the ii"' tome of Ramuiio.

ftrudione Regni Hungarian, Temporibus Be- " In his great Hiftory of the Huns, M. de

1» IV. Regis per Tartaros faila, p. 292

—

Guignes has moft amply treated of Zingis

321.): the beft pifture that I have ever Khan and his fucceffors. See torn. iii. 1. xv

feen of all the circumftances of a Barbaric in- — xi.v. and in the collateral articles of the

vafion. Seljukians of Roum, tom.ii. 1. xi. the Cariz-

" Matthew Paris has reprefented, from mians, 1. .\iv. and the Mamalukes, torn. iv.

authentic documents, the danger and diftrefs l.xxi.: confult likewife the tables of the 1"

of Europe (confult the word Tartari in his volume. He is ever learned and accurate;

copious Index). From motives of zeal and yet I am only indebted to him for a general

curiufity, the court of the great Khan, in the view, and fome paffages of Abulfeda, which

xiii"" century, was vifited by two friars, are Hill latent in the Arabic text.

2 vanguard

1210— 1214.
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vanguard with their captive parents ; an unworthy, and by degrees

a fruitlefs, abufe of the virtue of his enemies. His invafion was

fupported by the revolt of an hundred thoufand Khitans, who

guarded the frontier : yet he Hftened to a treaty ; and a princefs of

China, three thoufand horfes, five hundred youths and as many

virgins, and a tribute of gold and filk, were the price of his retreat.

Li his fecond expedition, he compelled the Chinefe emperor to re-

tire beyond the yellow river to a more fouthern refidence. The

fiege of Pekin " was long and laborious : the inhabitants were re-

duced by famine to decimate and devour their fellow-citizens ; when

their ammunition was fpent, they difcharged ingots of gold and filver

from their engines ; but the Moguls introduced a mine to the centre

of the capital ; arid the conflagration of the palace burnt above

thirty days. China w^as defolated by Tartar war and domeftic fac-

tion ; and the five northern provinces were added to the empire of

Zingis.

of Carizme, In the Weft, he touched the dominions of Mohammed fultan of

IndYer^nT' Carizme, who reigned from the Perfian Gulf to the borders of India

and Turkeftan ; and who, in the proud imitation of Alexander the

Great, forgot the fervitude and ingratitude of his fathers to the houfe

of Seljuk. It was the wiih of Zingis to eftabliih a friendly and

commercial intercourfe with the moft powerful of the Moflem

princes ; nor could he be tempted by the fecret felicitations of the

caliph of Bagdad, who facrificed to his perfonal wrongs the fafety

of the church and ftate. A raih and inhuman deed provoked and

juftified the Tartar arms in the invafion of the fouthern Afia. A
caravan of three ambaiiadors and one hundred and fifty merchants,

was arrefted and murdered at Otrar, by the command of Moham-

'' More properly Yen-king, an anrient courts of the north and of the fcuth. The
city, whofe ruins ftill appear fonie furlongs identity and change of names perplex the

to the fouth-eaft of the modern Pekin, vshicli moft ftilful readers of the Chinefe geography

was built by Cublai Khan (Gaubel, p. 146,). (p. 177.)•

Pe-king and Nan-king are vague titles, ths

medj

A.D
1218— 1224



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 295

med ; nor was it till after a demand and denial of juftlce, till he had ^ ^^.^
^'

prayed and failed three nights on a mountain, that the Mogul em- s——-»,

peror appealed to the judgment of God and his fword. Our Eu-

ropean battles, fays a philofophic writer *°, are petty ikirmiflies, if

compared to the numbers that have fought and fallen in the fields

of Afia. Seven hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars are faid to

have marched under the ftandard of Zingis and his four fons. In

the vail plains that extend to the north of the Sihon or Jaxartes,

they were encountered by four hundred thoufand foldiers of the

fultan ; and in the lirfh battle, which was fufpended by the night, one

hundred and fixty thoufand Carizmians were flain. Mohammed was

aftoniihed by the multitude and valour of his enemies : he'withdrew

from the fcene of danger, and diftributed his troops in the frontier

towns, trufting that the Barbarians, invincible in the field, would be

repulfed by the length and difficulty of fo many regular fieges. But

the prudence of Zingis had formed a body of Chinefe engineers,,

ikilled in the mechanic arts, informed perhaps of the fecret of gun-

powder, and capable, under his diicipline, of attacking a foreign

country with more vigour and fuccefs than they had defended their

own. The Perfian hiilorians will relate the fieges and redudtion of

Otrar, Cogende, Bochara, Samarcand, Carizme, Herat, Merou, Nifa-

bour, Balch, and Candahar ; and the conqueft of the rich and

populous countries of Tranfoxiana, Carizme, and Chorafan. The

deilrudive hoftilities of Attila and the Huns have long fince been

elucidated by the example of Zingi'^ and the Moguls j and in this

more proper place I iliall be content to obferve, that, from the Cafpian

to the Indus, they ruined a traft of many hundred miles, which was

adorned with the habitations and labours of mankind, and that five

centuries have net been fufficient to repair the ravages of four years»

The Mogul emperor encouraged or indulged the fury of his troops :.

-•^ M. de Voltaire, EiTr.! fur rtliftoire Ge- much genera! fenfe and truth, with foine

nerale, torn. iii. c. 60. p. 8. His account particular errors.

of Zingis and the Moguls contains, as ufual.

Xht



296 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, the hope of future poiTeiTion was loft in the ardour of rapine and

s—u ' llaughter ; and the caufe of the war exafperated their native fierce-

nefs by the pretence of juftice and revenge. The dovvnfal and

death of the fultan Mohammed, who expired unpitied and alone,

in a defert ifland of the Cafpian Sea, is a poor atonement for the

calamities of which he was the author. Could the Carizmian em-

pire have been faved by a fingle hero, it would have been faved by

his fon Gelaleddin, whofe ailive valour repeatedly checked the

Moguls in the career of vidlory. Retreating, as he fought, to the

banks of the Indus, he was oppreiTed by then• innumerable hoft,

till, in the laft moment of defpair, Gelaleddin fpurred his horfe into

the waves, fvvam one of the broadeft and moft rapid rivers of Afia,

and extorted the admiration and applaufe of Zingis himfelf. It was

in this camp that the Mogul conqueror yielded with reludlance to

the murmurs of his weary and wealthy troops, who fighed for the

enjoyment of their native land. Incumbered with the fpoils of Afia,

he ilowly meafured back his footfteps, betrayed fome pity for the

mifery of the vanquiflied, and declared his intention of rebuilding

the cities which had been fwept away by the tempeft of his arms.

After he had repafled the Oxus and Jaxartes, he was joined by two

generals, whom he had detached with thirty thoufand horfe, to fub-

due the weilern provinces of Perfia. They had trampled on the

nations which oppofed their paifage, penetrated through the gates

of Derbend, traverfed the Volga and the Defert, and accompliihed

the circuit of the Cafpian Sea, by an expedition which had never

been attempted, and has never been repeated. The return of Zingis

was fignalized by the overthrow of the rebellious or independent

His death. kingdoms of Tartary ; and he died in the fulnefs of years and glory,

A.D. 1227.
^j|.|^ ^jg j,^^. |3j.gj^ti^ exhorting and inftruding his fons to atchieve the

conqueft of the Chinefe empire.

Conquefts of The haram of Zingis was compofed of five hundred wives and

Sfd^ the'' concubines ; and of ^his numerous progeny, four fons, illuftrious by

facceflbrs of theil'

Zingis,
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their birth and merit, exercifed under their father the principal of- ^ P.

iices of peace and war. Touihi was his great hiintlman, Zagatai "
\ - _/

his judge, Odai his minlfter, and Tuli his general ; and their names 1227—129;.

and ailions are often confpicuous in the hiftory of his conquefts.

Firmly united for their own and the public intereft, the three

brothers and their families were content with dependent fceptres
;

and Odlai, by general confent, was proclaimed great khan, or em-

peror of the Moguls and Tartars. He was fucceeded by his fon

Gayuk, after whofe death the empire devolved to his coufins Man-
gou and Cublai, the fons of Tuli, and the grandfons of Zingis. In

the fixty-eight yeare of his four firil fucceflors, the Mogul fubdued

almoft all Afia, and a large portion of Europe. Without confining

myfelf to the order of time, without expatiating on the detail of

events, I ihall prefent a general pidure of the progrefs of their

arms ; I. In the Eaft ; II. In the South ; III. In the Weft ; and IV.

In the North.

I. Before the invafion of Zingis, China was divided into two Ofthenonh-

empires or dynafties of the North and South" ; and the difference China,^''^^*'

of origin and intereft was fmoothed by a general conformity of laws, ' '

'^^*'*

language, and national manners. The Northern empire, which had

been difmembered by Zingis, was finally fubdued feven years after

his death. After the lofs of Pekin, the emperor had fixed his re-

fidence at Kaifong, a city many leagues in circumference, and which

contained, according to the Chinefe annals, fourteen hundred thou-

fand families of inhabitants and fugitives. He efcaped from thence

with only feven horferaen, and made his laft ftand in a third capital>

*' Zagatai gave his name to his domi- graphers, the names of Cathay and Mangi

nions of Maurenahar, or Tranfoxiana; and dillinguiih the northern and i'outhern em-

the Moguls of Hindoflan, who emigrated pires, which, from . D. 1234 to 1279, were

from that country, are llyled Zagatais by the thofe of the Great Khan, and of the Chinefe.

Perfians. This certain etymology, and the The fearch of Cathay, after China had been

limilar example of Uzbek, Nogai, &c. may found, excited and mifled our navigators of

warn us not abfolutely to rejeifl the deriva- the iixteenth century, in their attempts to

tionsof a national, from a perfonal, name. difcover the north-eail psiTage.

" In Marco Polo, and the Oriental geo-

Vol. VI, Q^q till
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^
LX'V

^ ^'^'^ ^^ length the hopelefs monarcli, protefting his innocence and

v^ ,—^ accufing his fortune, afcended a funeral pile, and gave orders, that,

as foon as he had ftabbed himfelf, the fire ihould be kindled by his

attendants. The dynafty of the Song, the native and ancient fove-

reigns of the whole empire, furvived about forty-five years the fall

of the northern ufurpers ; and the perfeA conquefl was referved for

the arms of Cublai. During this interval, the Moguls were often

diverted by foreign wars ; and, if the Chinefe feldom dared to meet

their vidors in the field, their paiTive courage prefented an endlefs

fucceiTion of cities to ilorm and of millions to flaughter. In the

attack and defence of places, the engines of antiquity and the Greek

fire were alternately employed : the ufe of gunpowder in cannon and

bombs appears as a familiar pradice ''
; and the fieges were con-

duced by the Mahometans and Franks, who had been liberally in-

vited into the fervice of Cublai. After paffing the great ri\^er, the

troops and artillery were conveyed along a feries of canals, till they

invefted the royal refidence of Hamcheu, or.Quinfay, in the country

of filk, the moft delicious climate of China. The emperor, a de-

fencelefs youth, furrendered his perfon and fceptre ; and before he

was fent in exile into Tartary he ftruck nine times the ground with

his forehead, to adore in prayer or thankfgiving the mercy of the

Ofthefouth- great khan. Yet the war (it was now ftyled a rebellion) was ftill

A."d. 1270. maintained in the fouthern provinces from Hamcheu to Canton

;

and the obftinate remnant of independence and hoftility was tranf-

ported from the land to the fea. But when the fleet of the Song was

furrounded and opprefled by a fuperior armament, their laft cham-

^^ I depend on the knowledge and fidelity their filence is a weighty, and alraoll decifive,

of the Pere Gaubil, who tranflates the Chinefe objeflion. I entertain a fufpicion, that the re-

text of the Annals of the Moguls or Yuen centdifcoverywascarried fromEuropetoChina

(p. 71. 93. 153•); but I am ignorant at what by the caravans of the xi'•" century, and falfely

time thefe annals were compofed and publilh- adopted as an old national difcovery before

ed. The two uncles of Marco Polo, who the arrival of the Portuguefe and Jefuits in

ferved as engineers at the fiege cf Siengyang- the xvi*^. Yet the Pere Gaubil affirms, that

foa (1. ii. c. 61. in Ramufio, torn. ii. See the ufe of gunpowder has been known to the

Gaubil, p. 155. )57-)>^ have feh and re- Chinefe above i6co years.

laied the effeds of this deitruiUve powder, and

pion
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ploa leaped into the waves witli his infant emperor in his arms. CHAP.
" It is more glorious," he cried, " to die a prince, than to Hvc a ^ '

,
'
_f

" flave." An hundred thoufand Chinefe imitated his example
; and

the whole empire, from Tonkin to the great wall, fubmitted to the

dominion of Cublai. His boundlefs ambition afpired to the con-

quell of Japan : his fleet was twice ihipwrecked j and the lives of

an hundred thoufand Moguls and Chinefe were facrificed in the fruit-

lefs expedition. But the circumjacent kingdoms, Corea, Tonkin,

Cochinchina, Pegu, Bengal, and Thibet, were reduced in different

degrees of tribute and obedience by the effort or terror of his arms.

tie explored the Indian ocean with a fleet of a thoufand ihips : they

failed in fixty-eight days, moil probably to the ifle of Borneo, under

the equinoctial line ; and though they returned not without fpoil or

glory, the emperor was diiTatisfied that the favage king had efcaped

from their hands.

II. The conqueil of Hindoftan by the Moguls, was referved in a Of Periia,and

later period for the houfe of Timour ; but that of Iran, or Perfia, the calipC°

was atchieved by Holagou Khan, the grandfon of Zingis, the bro-
'^'^*

ther and lieutenant of the two fucceflive emperors, Mangou and

Cublai. I ihall net enumerate the crowd of fultans, emirs, and ata-'

beks, whom he trampled into dull : but the extirpation of the

AJfaffins^ or Ifmaelians^* of Perfia, may be confidered as a fervice to

mankind. Among the hills to the fouth of the Cafpian, thefe odious

fedtaries had reigned with impunity above an hundred and fixty

years ; and their prince, or Imam, eftabliihed his lieutenant to lead

and govern the colony of mount Libanus, fo famous and formidable

in the hlftory of the crufades '''. With the fanaticifm of the Koran,

the Ifmaelians had blended the Indian tranfmigration, and the vi-

** All that can be known of the AilaiFins of ^' The Ifmaelians of Syria, 40,:oo AiTailins,

Perfia and Syria, is poured from the copious, had acquired or founded ten caftJes in the

and even profufe, erudition of M. Falconet, hills above Tortofa. About the year 1280,
in two memoires read before the Academy of they were extirpated by the Mamalukes.
Infcriptions (lom. xvii. p. 127— 170.)•

(^q 2 fioas
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fions of their own prophets : and it was their firft duty to devote

their fouls and bodies in blind obedience to the vicar of God. The

daggers of his miiTionaries were felt both in the Eail and Weil : the

Chriftians and the Moflems enumerate, and perhaps multiply, the

illuftrious vldlms that were facrificed to the zeal, avarice, or re-

fentment the old man (as he was corruptly ftyled) of the mountain.

But thefe daggers, his only arms, were broken by the fword of

Holagou, and not a veilige is left of the enemies of mankind, ex-

cept the word ajfajjin^ which, in the moil odious fenfe, has been

adopted in the languages of Europe. The extindlion of the Abbaf-

iides cannot be indifferent to the fpe«£lators of their greatnefs and

decline. Since the fall of their Seljukian tyrants, the caliphs had

recovered their lawful dominion of Bagdad and the Arabian Irak

;

but the city was dlilraded by theological fadlions, and the com-

mander of the faithful was loft in a haram of feven hundred concu-

bines. The invafion of the Moguls he encountered with feeble arms

and haughty embaiTies. " On the divine decree," faid the caliph

Moftafem, " is founded the throne of the fons of Abbas : and

" their foes ihall furely be deftroyed in this world and in the next.

** Who is this Holagou that dares to arife againft them ? If he be

" defirous of peace, let him inftantly depart from the facred terri-

" tory ; and perhaps he may obtain from our clemency the pardon

" of his fault." This prefumption was cheriihed by a perfidious

vizir, who aflured his mafter, that, even if the Barbarians had entered

the city, the women and children, from the terraces, would be fuf-

ficient to overwhelm them with ftones. But when Holagou touched

the phantom, it inftantly vanifhed into fmoke. After a fiege of two

months, Bagdad was ftormed and facked by the Moguls : and their

favage commander pronounced the death of the caliph Moftafem,

the laft of the temporal fucceiTors of Mahomet ; whofe noble kinf-

men, of the race of Abbas, had reigned in Afia above five hundred

years. Whatever might be the defigns of the conqueror, the holy

cities
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cities of Mecca and Medina" were proteded by the Arabian defert: CHAP.
' LXIV.

but the Moguls fpread beyond the Tigris and Euphrates, pillaged '
'

Aleppo and Damafcus, and threatened to join the Franks in the de-

liverance of Jerufalem. Egypt was loft, had ihe been defended only

by her feeble offspring : but the Mamalukes had breathed in their

infancy the keennefs of a Scythian air : equal in valour, fuperior in

difcipline, they met the Moguls in many a well-fought field ; and

drove back the ftream of hoftility to the eaftward of the Euphrates.

But it overflowed with refiftlefs violence the kingdoms of Armenia Of Anatolia,

A. D
and Anatolia, of which the former was poiTeifed by the Chriftians, iz+zlij-z.

and the latter by the Turks. The fultans of Iconium oppofed fome

refiftance to the Mogul arms, till Azzadin fought a refuge among

the Greeks of Conftantinople, and his feeble fucceiTors, the laft of

the Seljukiah dynafty, were finally extirpated by the khans of

Perfia.

III. No fooner had Odai fubverted the northern empire of China, Of Kipzak,

than he refolved to vifit with his arms, the moft remote countries of the land, Hun-

Weil:. Fifteen hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars were infcribed ^^^a, d?
on the military roll ; of thefe the great khan felected a third, which he 1^35—«HS-

entrufted to the command of his nephew Batou, the fon of Tulr

;

who reigned over his father's conquefts to the north of the Cafpian

Sea. After a feftival of forty days, Batou fet foi-wards on this great

expedition ; and fuch was the fpeed and ardour of his innutnerable

fquadrons, that in lefs than fix years they had meafured a line of ninety

degrees of longitude, a fourth part of the circumference of the globe.

The great rivers of Afia and Europe, the Volga and Kama, the Don
and Boryfthenes, the Viftula and Danube, they either fwam with

their horfes, or pafled on the ice, or traverfed in leathern boats,

which followed the camp, and tranfported their waggons and artil-

lery. By the firil viitories of Batou, the remains of national freedom

''' As a proof of the ignorance of the the conquefts of Zingis himfelf to Medina,

Chinefe in foreign tranfaclions, I muft ob- the country of Mahomet (Gaubil, p. 42.).

ferve, that fome of their hillorians extend

werft
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CHAP, vvore eradicated in the immenfe plains of Turkeilan and Kipzak *'.

LXIV. ^ , . , ,

V I .- ^ In his rapid progrefs, he overran the kingdoms, as they are now

ftyled, of Aftracan and Cazan ; and the troops which he detached

towards mount Caucafus, explored the moil fecret receffes of Georgia

and Circaifia. The civil difcord of the great dukes, or princes, of

Ruffia, betrayed their country to the Tartars. They fpread from

Livonia to the Black Sea, and both Mofcow and Kiow, the modern

and the ancient capitals, were reduced to aihes ; a temporary ruin,

lefs fatal than the deep, and perhaps indelible, mark, which a fer-

vitude of two hundred years has imprinted on the characler of the

Ruffians. The Tartars ravaged with equal fury the countries which

they hoped to poflefs, and thofe which they were haftened to leave.

From the permanent conqueft of Ruflia, they made a deadly, though

tranfient, inroad into the heart of Poland, and as far as the borders

of Germany. The cities of Lublin and Cracow were obliterated

:

they approached the ihores of the Baltic ; and in the battle of Lignitz,

they defeated the dukes of Silefia, the Poliih palatines, and the great

mailer of the Teutonic order, and filled nine facks with the right-

ears of the flain. From Lignitz, the extreme point of their weilern

march, they turned afide to the invafion of Hungary ; and the pre-

fence or fpirit of Baton infpired the hoil of five hundred thoufand

men : the Carpathian hills could not be long impervious to their

divided columns ; and their approach had been fondly difbelieved

till it was irrefiftibly felt. The king, Bela the fourth, aflembled the

military force of his counts and biihops : but he had alienated the

nation by adopting a vagrant hord of forty thoufand families of

Comans, and thefe favage guefts were provoked to revolt by the

fufpicion of treachery and the murder of their prince. The whole

country north of the Danube was lofl in a day, and depopulated in

a fummer j and the ruins of cities and churches were overfpread

'•^ \^ Dafi/te Kipzak, or plain of Kipzak, thencs, and is fuppofed to contain the primi-

exiends on cither fide of the Volga, in a tive name and nation of the Cofacks.

boundlefs fpace towards the Jaik and Boiyf-

with
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with the bones of the natives, who expiaftcd the fins of their Turkiih ^ HA p.

anceftors. An ecclefiaftic, who fled from the fack of "Waradin, de- '
'

fcribes the calamities which he had feen or fufFered ; and the fan-

guinary rage of fieges and battles is far lefs atrocious than the treat-

ment of the fugitives, who had been allured from the woods under

a promife of peace and pardon, and who were coolly flaughtered as

foon as they had performed the labours of the harveil and vintage.

In the winter, the Tartars paiTed the Danube on the ice, and ad-

vanced to Gran or Strlgonium, a German colony, and the metro-

polis of the kingdom. Thirty engines were planted againft the

walls ; the ditches were filled with facks of earth and dead bodies

;

and after a promifcuous maflacre, three hundred noble matrons were

flain in the prefence of the khan. Of all the cities and fortreifes of

Hungary, three alone furvived the Tartar invafion, and the unfor-

tunate Bata hid his head among the iflands of the Adriatic.

The Latin world was darkened by this cloud of favage hoftility :
-

a Ruffian fugitive carried the alarm to Sweden ; and the remote na-

tions of the Baltic and the ocean trembled at the approach of the

Tartars ^', whom their fear and ignorance were inclined to feparate

from the human fpecies. Since the invafion of the Arabs in the

eighth century, Europe had never been expofed to a fimilar cala-

mity ; and if the difciples of Mahomet would have oppreiTed her

religion and liberty, it might be apprehended that the fliepherds

of Scythia would extinguiih her cities, her arts, and all the inilitu-

tions of civil fociety. The Roman pontiff attempted to appeafe and

convert thefe invincible Pagans by a miifion of Ffancifcan and Do-

minican friars ; but he was aftoniihed by the reply of the khan,

^^ In the year 1238, the inhabitants of fold for a ihilling (Matthew Paris, p. 396.).

Gothia (S-'weden) and Frife were prevented. It is whimfical enough, that the orders of a

by their fear of the Tartars, from fending, Mogul khan, who reigned on the borders of

as ufual, their (hips to the herring-fiihery on China, Ihould have lowered the price of her-

the coall of England; and as there was no rings in the Englifh market,
exportation, forty or fifty of thefe fiih were

that
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C ^ ^ P• that the fons of God and of Zingis were invefted with a divine

u-,. -V- ^j power to fubdue or extirpate the nations ; and that the pope would

be involved in the univerfal deilrudion, unlefs he vifited in perfon,

and as a fuppliant, the royal hord. The emperor Frederic the fecond

embraced a more generous mode of defence ; and his letters to the

kings of France and England, and the princes of Germany, repre-

fented the common danger, and urged them to arm their vaiTals in

this juil and rational crufade *'. The Tartars themfelves were awed

by the fame and valour of the Franks : the town of Newftadt in

Auilria was bravely defended againft them by fifty knights and

twenty crofs-bows ; and they raifed the fiege on the appearance of a

German army. After wafting the adjacent kingdoms of Servia,

Bofnia, and Bulgaria, Baton flowly retreated from the Danube to

the Volga to enjoy the rewards of vidlory in the city and palace

of Serai, which ftarted at his command from the midft of the

defert.

Of Siberia, IV. Eveu the poor and frozen regions of the North attra£led the

Sec.
' arms of the Moguls : Sheibani Khan, the brother of the great Baton,

led an hord of fifteen thoufand families into the wilds of Siberia

;

and his defcendants reigned at Tobolikoy above three centuries, till

the Ruifian conqueft. The fpirit of enterprife which purfued the

courfe of the Oby and Yenil'ei muft have led to the difcovery of the

icy fea. After brufhing away the monftrous fables, of men with

dogs heads and cloven feet, we ihall find, that, fifteen years after

the death of Zingis, the Moguls were informed of the name and

manners of the Samoyedes in the neighbourhood of the polar circle,

'" I ihall copy his charaiteriilic or flatter- Apulia, cum maris Grxci, Adriatici et Tyr-
ing epithets of the different countries of Eu- rhehi infulis pyraticis et invidis, Creta, Cy-

' rope : Furens ac fervens ad arma Germania, pro, Sicilia, cum Oceano conterminis infulis,

ftrenuae militis genetrix et alumna Francia, et regionibus, cruenta Hybernia, cum agili

bellicofa et audax Hifpania, virtuofa viris et Wallia, palullris Scotia, glacialis Norwegia
claife munita fertilis Anglia, impetuofis Bella- fuam eleflam militiam fub vexillo Crucis
rjribusrefertaAlemannia.navalisDacia.indo- dellinabunt, &c. (Matthew Paris, p. 498.).
jnita Italia, pacis ignara Eurgundia, inguieta

3

who
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Vho dwelt in fubterraneous huts, and derived their furs and their CHAP.
(foed from the fole occupation of hunting '".

, ,_^

AVhile China, Syria, and Poland, were invaded at the fame time The fuccef-

fors of Zia-

by the Moguls and Tartars, the authors of the mighty mifchief were g's,

content with the knowledge and declaration, that their word was 1227—12J9.

the fword of death. Like the firit caliphs, the firft fucceiTors of

Zingis feldom appeared in perfon at the head of their vidorious

armies. On the banks of the Onon and Selinga, the royal or

golden hord exhibited the contrail of fimplicity and greatnefs j of the

Toafted fheep and mare's milk which compofed their banquets ; and

of a diftrlbution in one day of five hundred waggons of gold and

filver. The ambaifadors and princes of Europe and Afia were com-

pelled to undertake this diftant and laborious pilgrimage ; and the

life and reign of the great dukes of Ruflla, the kings of Georgia

and Armenia, the fultans of Iconium, and the emirs of Perfia, were

decided by the frown or fmile of the great khan. The fons and

grandfons of Zingis had been accufhomed to the paftoral life ; but

the village of Caracorum" was gradually ennobled by their election

and refidence. A change of manners is implied in the removal

of Odai and Mangou from a tent to an houfe ; and their example

was imitated by the princes of their family and the great officers

of the empire. Inftead of the boundlefs foreil, the inclofure of a

park afforded the more indolent pleafures of the chace ; their new

habitations were decorated with painting and fculpture ; their fuper-

fluous treafures were call in fountains, and bafons, and ftatues of

maify fdver ; and the artifts of China and Paris vied with each other

in the fervice of the great khan^\ Caracorum contained two ilreets,

the

'^ See Carpin's relation in Hackluyt, vol.i. feem to mark the pofitlon of Holin, orCara-

p. 30. The pedigree of the khans of Siberia corum, about fix hundred miles to the north,

is given by Abulghazi (part viii. p. 485

—

weft of Pekin. The diftance between Se-

49-.). Have the Ruflians found no Tartar linginfey and Pekin is near 2000 Ruflian

chronicles atTobollkoi? verils, between 1500 and 1400 Engli/h miles

3' ThelVIapof d'Anville, and theChinefe (BeU's Travels, vol.ii. -;.).
Itineraries (deGuignes, com. i. part ii. p. 57•).

'" Rubru^uii found at Caracoram his

Vol. VI. r ccuntryma»
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CHAP, the one of Chinefe mechanics, the other of Mahometan traders; anif"
LXIV.

u. ,.'/ the places of religious worihip, one Neftorian church, two mofchs, and

twelve temples of various idols, may reprefent in feme degree the

number and divifion of inhabitants. Yet a French miifionary declares»

that the town of St. Denys, near Paris, was more confiderable thaa

the Tartar capital ; and that the whole palace of Mangou was fcarcely

equal to a tenth part of that Benedidine abbey. The conquefts of

Ruiha and Syria might amufe the vanity of the great khans ; but

they were feated on the borders of China ; the acquifition of that

empire was the neareft and moft interefting objed j and they might

learn from their paftoral ceconomy, that it is for the advantage of the

adopt the ihepherd to protedt and propagate his flock. I have already celebrated

ChhTa!"
°^

the wifdom and virtue of a Mandarin, who prevented the defolation of

five populous and cultivated provinces. In a fpotlefs adminiftration of

thirty years, this friend of his country and of mankind continually

laboured to mitigate, or fufpend, the havock of war; to fave the monu-

ments, and to rekindle the flame, of fcience ; to refl;rain the military

commander by the reflioration of civil magifl:rates ; and to inftill the

love of peace and juftice into the minds of the Moguls. He fl:ruggled

•with the barbarifm of the firfl: conquerors ; but his falutary leflTons

produced a rich harvefl: in the fecond generation. The northern,

and by degrees the fouthern, empire, acquiefced in the government

of Cublai, the lieutenant, and afterwards the fucceflbr, of Mangou ;

and the nation was loyal to a prince who had been educated in the

manners of China. He refl;ored the forms of her venerable confl:i-

tution ; and the vidlors fubmitted to the laws, the faihions, and

even the prejudices, of the vanquiilied people. This peaceful•

triumph, which has been more than once repeated, may be afcribed

in a great meafure to the numbers and fervitude of the Chinefe. The

Mogul army was diflblved in a vail and populous country; and

countryman Guillaume Bouiher orfcjre de ejeiling four different liquors. Abulghazi

Paris, who had executed for the khan a (part iv. p. 366.) mentions the painters of

filver tree, fupported by foiir lions, and Kitay or China.

their

17
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their emperors adopted with pleafure a political fyftem, wliich gives C a p.

to the prince the folid fubftance of defpotifm, and leaves to the fiib- ' ^ '

jedl the empty names of philofophy, freedom, and filial ohedience.

Under the reign of Cublai, letters and commerce, peace and juftice,

Avere reftored ; the great canal, of five hundred miles, was opened

from Nankin to the capital j he fixed his refidence at Pekin ; and

difplayed in his court the magnificence of the greateil monarch

of Afia. Yet this learned prince declined from the pure and

fimple religion of his great anceftor ; he facrificed to the idol Fo ;

and his blind attachment to the lamas of Thibet and the bonzes

of China " provoked the cenfure of the difciples of Confucius.

His fucceifors polluted the
,
palace with a crowd of eunuchs,

phyficians, and aftrologers, while thirteen millions of their fub-

jedts were confumed in the provinces by famine. One hundred

and forty years after the death of Zingis, his degenerate race, the

dynaily of the Yuen, was expelled by a revolt of the native Chinefe;

and the Mogul emperors were loft in the oblivion of the defert.

Before this revolution, they had forfeited their fupremacy over the Dlvifion of
^ •'

the Mogul
dependent branches ot their houle, the khans of Kipzak and Ruffia, empire,

the khans of Zagatai or Tranfoxiana, and the khans of Iran or 1259—1^00.

Perfia. By their diftance and power thefe royal lieutenants had

foon been releafed from the duties of obedience ; and, after the

•death of Cublai, they fcorned to accept a fceptre or a title from his

unworthy fucceiTors. According to their refpedlive fituation they

maintained the fimplicity of the paftoral life, or afiumed the luxury

of the cities of Afia ; but the princes and their hords were alike

difpofed for the reception of a foreign worihip. After fome hefita-

lion between th^ Gofpel and the Koran, they conformed to the

" The attachment of the khans, and the whofe worihip prevails among the feds of
hatred of the mandarins, to the bonzes and Hindoftan, Slam, Thibet, China, and Ja-
lamas (Duhalde, Flift. de la Chine, torn. i. pan. But this myllerious fubjed is ftill loft

p. 502, 503.) feems toreprefentthemas the in a cloud, which the refearches of our Afiatic '

piiefts of the fame god, of the Indian Fo, Society may gradually difpel.

R r 2 religion
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religion of Mahomet ; and while they adopted for their brethren

the Arabs and Perfians, they renounced all intercourfe with the

ancient Moguls, the idolaters of China.

Efcape of In this iliipwreck of nations, fome furprife may be excited by the

pie and the cfcape of the Roman empire, whofe relics, at the time of the Mogul

^rTfioTthe iivafion. Were difmembered by the Greeks and Latins. Lefs potent

^^""^'» ^^^"• Alexander, they were prefled, like the Macedonian, both in

J 240— 1304. Europe and Afia, by the fhepherds of Scythia ; and had the

Tartars undei-taken the fiege, Conftantinople niuft have yielded to

the fate of Pekin, Samarcand, and Bagdad. The glorious and vo-

luntary retreat of Baton from the Danube was infulted by the vain

triumph of the Franks and Greeks
^*

; and in a fecond expedition

death furprifed him in full march to attack the capital of the Caefars.

His brother Borga carried the Tartar arms into Bulgaria and Thrace
;

but he was diverted from the Byzantine war by a vifit to Novo-

gorod, in the fifty-feventh degree of latitude, where he numbered

the inhabitants and regulated the tributes of Ruilla. The Mogul

khan formed an alliance with the Mamalukes againft his brethren

of Perfia : three hundred thoufand horfe penetrated through the

gates of Derbend ; and the Greeks might rejoice in the firft example

of domeftic war. After the recovery of Conftantinople, Michael

Palseologus ", at a diftance from his court and army, was furprifed

and furrounded in a Thracian caftle by twenty thoufand Tartars.

But the objedl of their march was a private intereil : they came to

the deliverance of Azzadin, the Turkiih fultan ; and were content

with his perfon and the treafure of the emperor. Their general

Noga, whofe name is perpetuated in the hords of Aftracan, raifed a

formidable rebellion againft Mengo Timour, the third of the khans

of Kipzak
J

obtained in marriage Maria the ncftural daughter of

'+ Some repulfe of the Moguls in Hun- nail. p. 310.), after forty years, bejOnd the

gary (Matthew Paris, p. 545, 546.) miglit Tigris, might be esfily deceived,

propagate and colour the report of the union " See Pachymer, 1. iii. c. 25. and 1. ix.

and viilory cf the kings of the Franks on the c. 26, 27.: and the falfe alarm at Nice,

confines of Bulgaria. Abulpharagius (Dy- l.LiJ. c. ;;. Nicephorus Gregoras, I.iv. c. 6.

PAlieo-
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Palxologus ; and guarded the dominions of his friend and father.

The fubfeqiient invafions of a Scythian caft were thofe of outlaws

and fugitives ; and fome thoufands of Alani and Comans, who had

been driven from their native feats, were reclaimed from a vagrant

life, and enliiled in the fervice of the empire. Such was the in-

fluence in Europe of the invafion of tlie Moguls. The lirft terror

of their arms fecurcd, rather than difturbed, the peace of the Roman
Afia. The fultan of Iconium folicited a [lerfunal interview with

John Vataces ; and his artful policy encouraged the Turks to defend

their barrier againft the common enemy ^^ Tliat barrier incfeed" was

foon overthrown; and the fervitude and ruin of the Seljukians ex-

pofed the nakednefs of the Greeks. The formidable Holagou

threatened to march to Conftantinople at the head of four hundred

thoufand men ; and the groundlefs panic of the citizens of Nice

will prefent an image of the terror which he had infpired. The

accident of a proceiTion, and the found of a doleful litany, " From
" the fury of the Tartars, good Lord deliver us," had fcattered the

haily report of an aiTault and maflacre. In the blind credulity of

fear, the ftreets of Nice were crowded with thoufands of both kxes^

who knew not from what or to whom they fled ; and fome hours

elapfed before the firmnefs of the military officers could relieve the

city from this imaginary foe. But the ambition of Holagou and his

fucceifors was fortunately diverted by the conquefi; of Bagdad, and a

long viciintude of Syrian wars : their hoftility to the Moflems in-

clined them to unite with the Greeks and Franks"; and their gene-

rofity or contempt had offered the kingdom of Anatolia as the

reward of an Armenian vaiTal. The fragments of the Seljukian

monarchy were difputed by the emirs who had occupied the cities

^^ G. Acropolita, p. 36, 37. Nic. Gre- either the Franks or Greeks; and of this he
goras, l.ii. c. 6. 1, iv. c. 5. is a competent witnefs. Hayton, likewife the

3' Abulpharagius, who wrote in the year Arnieniac prince, celebrates their fricndlhip

J2S4, declares, that the Moguls, fince the for himfsif and bis nation,

fabulous defeat of Batoe, had not attacked

Gf
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C A p. or tlie mountains; but they all confefled the fupremacy of the khans

« / of Perfia ; and he often interpofed his authority, and fometimes his

arms, to check their depredations, and to preferve the peace and

Decline of balance of his Turkiih frontier. The death of Cazan ^\ one of the
the Mogul

_ _

*

khans offer- greateft and mofc accompliihed princes of the houfe of Zingis, re-

A.'d- 1304, moved this falutary control; and the decline of the Moguls gave

^^ ^'"
a free fcope to the rife and progrefs of the Ottoman empire ''.

Onsinofthe After the retreat of Zingis, the fultan Gelaleddin of Carizme had
Ottomans, r -n r
A D. 1240, returned from India to the poiTeifion and defence of his Periian
&c.

kingdoms. In the fpace of eleven years, that hero fought in perfon

fourteen battles ; and fuch was his aitivity, that he led his cavalry

in feventeen days from Teflis to Kerman, a march of a thoufand

miles. Yet he was opprefled by the jealoufy of the Moflem princes,

and the innumerable armies of the Moguls ; and after his laft defeat,

Gelaleddin periihed ignobly in the mountains Curdiilan. His

death diffolved a veteran and adventurous army, which included

under the name of Carizmlans or Corafmins many Turkman hords,

that had attached themfelves to the fultan's fortune. The bolder

and more powerful chiefs invaded Syria, and violated the holy fe-

pulchre of Jerufalem : the more humble engaged in the fervice of

Aladin, fultan of Iconium ; and among thefe were the obfcure

fathers of the Ottoman line. They had formerly pitched their tents

near the fouthern banks of the Oxus, in the plains of Mahan and

Nefa; and it is fomewhat remarkable, that the fame fpot ihould

have produced the firil authors of the Parthian and Turkiih empires.

38 Pachymer gives a fplendid charadler of " The origin of the Ottoman dynafty is

Cazan Khan, the rival of Cyrus and Alex- illuftrated by the critical learning of M. M.
ander (1. xli. c. i ). In the conclufion of his de Guignes (Hill, des Huns, torn. iv. p. 329

hiflory (1. xiii. c. 36.), he io/>es much from —337•) and d'Anville (Empire Turc, p. 14

the arrival of 30,000 Tochars or Tartars, — 22.). two inhabitants of Paris, from whom
who were ordered by the fucceflor of Cazan the Orientals may learn the hiftory and geo-

to reilrain the Turks of Bithynia, A. D. graphy of their own country.

J1308.

Of
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At the head, or in the rear, of a Carlzniian army, Soliman Shah was

drowned in the paflage of the Euphrates: his fon Orthogrul hecame the

foldier and fubjeit of Aladin, and eftabUihed at Surgut, on the banks

of the Sangar, a camp of four hundred families or tents, whom he

governed fifty-two years both in peace and war. He was the father of Rei^n of

Thaman, or Athman, whofe Turkiih name has been melted into the 'X^d.

appellation of the caliph Othman ; and if we defcribe that paftoral i299-'32^»

chief as a ihepherd and a robber, we muft feparate from thofe charadlers

all idea of ignominy and bafenefs. Othman poiTefled, and perhaps

furpaffed, the ordinary virtues of a foldier ; and the circumftances

of time and place were propitious to his independence and fuccefs.

The Seljukian dynafty was no more ; and the diftance and decline

of the Mogul khans foon enfranchifed him from the control of a

fuperior. He was fituate on the verge of the Greek empire : the

Koran fanditied his gcizi, or holy war, againft the infidels j and

their political errors unlocked the pafles of mount Olympus, and in-

vited him to defcend into the plains of Bithynia. Till the reign of

Palseologus, thefe pafles had been vigilantly guarded by the militia

of the country, who were repaid by their own fafety and an ex-

emption from taxes. The emperor abolifhed their privilege and

aflumed their office ; but the tribute was rigoroufiy colledted, the

cuftody of the paffes was negleited, and the hardy mountaineers

degenerated into a trembling crowd of peafants without fpirit or-

difcipline. It was on the twenty-feventh of July, in the year twelve •

hundred and ninety-nine of the Chrlftian sera, that Othman firfl:

invaded the territory of Nicomedia *"
; and the fingular accuracy of

the date feems to difclofe fome forefight of the rapid and deftrudive

growth of the monfier. The annals of the tv<renty-feven years of

his reign would exhibit a repetition of the fame inroads ; and his

hereditary troops were multiplied in each campaign by the acceffion

.

*° See Pachymer, 1. y. c. 2;, 26. 1 xiii. Gregoras, 1. vii. c. 1, and the i« book of.

c• 33> 34• 36•; ^n<l concerning ihe guard of L'aonicus Chakocondjles, the Athenian.

»he mountaiaSi 1. i. c. 3—6. : Nicephorus

of.
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C A p. of captives and volunteers. Inftead of retreatlnjr to the hills, he
LXIV.

>

», ^ _ maintained the moft ufeful and defenfible pofts ; fortified the towns

and caftles which he had firft pillaged ; and renounced the paftoral

life for the baths and palaces of his Infant capitals. But it was not

till Othman was oppreifed by age and infirmities, that he received the

welcome news of the conquefl; of Prufa, which had been furrendered

by famine or treachery to the arms of his fon Orchan. The glory

of Othman is clilefly founded on that of his defcendants ; but the

Turks have tranfcrlbed or compofed a royal teftament of his laft

counfels of jnftice and moderation"'.

Reign of From the conquefl; of Prufa, we may date the true rera of the

'*A^ D Ottoman empire. The lives and pofl^eihons of the Chrifliian fubje£ts

1326—1360. ^vere redeemed by a tribute or ranfom of thirty thoufand crowns of

p-old ; and the city, by the labours of Orchan, aifumed the aipe£t

of a Mahometan capital ; Prufa was decorated with a mofch, a col-

lege, and an hofpital, of royal foundation ; the Seljukian coin was

changed for the name and ImpreiTion of the new dynafliy : and the

mofl: fkilful profeifors, of human and divine knowledge, attracted

the Perfian and Arabian ftudents from the ancient fchools of Orien-

tal learning. The office of vizir was infliituted for Aladin, the

brother of Orchan ; and a different habit diftlnguiihed the citizens

from the peafants, the Moflems from the infidels. All the troops of

' I am ignorant whether fhe Turks have mir partly draws his materials from the Sy-

any writers older than Mahomet II. nor can nopfis of Saadi EfFendi of Larifla, dedicated

I reach beyond a meagre chronicle (Annales in the year 1696 to fultan Muflapha, and a

Turcici ad Annum 1550), tranflated byjohn valuable abridgment of the original hillorians.

Gaudier, and publiihed by Leunclavius (ad In one of the Ramblers, Dr. Johnfon praifes

•calcem Laonic. Chalcond. p. 311—350.), Knolles (a General Hiftory of the Turks to

with copious pandefls, or commentaries. The the prefent Year. London, 1603) as the firll

Hiftory of the Growth and Decay (A. D.I 300 of hiftorians, unhappy only in the choice of
— 1683) of the Othman Empire, was tranf- his fubjeft. Yet I much doubt whether a par-

lated into Engliih from the Latin MS. of tialandverbofecompilation fromLatin writers,

Demetrius Cantemir, prince of Moldavia thirteen hundred folio pages of fpeeches and
(London, 1734, in folio). The author is battles, can either inllrud or amufe an en-

guilty of llrange blunders in Oriental hiltory; lightened age, which requires from the hifto-

but he was converfant with the language, the rian fome tinfture of philofophy and criticifm.

annals, and inilitutions of the Turks. Cante-

8 Othmau
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Othman had confifted of loofe fquadrons of Turkman cavalry ; who ^ l^ ^ p.

ferved without pay and fought without difcipUne : but a regular " ^—'

body of infantry was firft eftabUihed and trained by the prudence of

his fon. A great number of vohniteers was enrolled with a fmall

ftipend, but \vith the permiifion of living at home, unlcfs they were

fummoned to the field : their rude manners, and feditious temper,

difpofed Orchan to educate his young captives as his foldiers and

thofe of the prophet ; but the Turkilh peafants were ftill allowed to

mount on horfeback, and follow his ftandard, with the appellation

and the hopes oi freebooters. By thefe arts he formed an army of

twenty-five thoufand Moflems : a train of battering engines was

framed for the ufe of fieges ; and the firft fuccefsful experiment was His conqueft

made on the cities of Nice and Nicomedia. Orchan granted a fafe- a. d!"^'

condudl to all who were defirous of departing with their families
'326—1339.

and eiFe^s ; but the widows of the flain were given In marriage to

the conquerors ; and the facrilegious plunder, the books, the vafes,

and the images, were fold or ranfomed at Conftantinople. The

emperor Andronicus the younger was vanquiihed and wounded

by the fon of Othman'*^ : he fubdued the whole province or king-

dom of Bithynia, as far as the ihores of the Bofphorus and Hellef-

pont ; and the Chriftians confeiTed the juftice and clemency of a

reign, which claimed the voluntary attachment of the Turks of Afia.

Yet Orchan was content with the modeft title of emir ; and in the Divifion of

lift of his compeers, the princes of Roum or Anatolia *^, hisjaHitary among the

forces were furpaifed by the emirs of Ghermian and Caramania, Jmii-?,'^

each of whom could bring into the field an army of forty thoufand ^'^' '^'^°'

men. Their dominions were fituate in the heart of the Seljukian

kingdom : but the holy warriors, though of inferior note, who
* Cantacuzene, though he relates the what different from tlie Turkiih dates.

battle and heroic flight of the younger An- +2 The partition of the Turkiih emirs is

dronicus (1. ii. c. 6, 7, 8.), dilTcmbles by his extraaed from two contemporaries, the
filence the lofs of Prufa, Nice, and Nicomedia, Greek Nicephorus Gregoras (1. vii. i.) nnd
which are fairiy confeiTed by Nicephorus Gre- the Arabian Marakefchi (de Guignc;, tom.ii.
goras(l. viii. 15. ix. 9. 13. xi. 6.). It ap- P. ii. p. 76, 77.). Seelikewife the firll book
pears that Nice was taken by Orchan in.1330, ofLaoaicus Chacondyles.
and Nicomedia in 1339, which are fome-

Vol. VI. S f formed
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formed new principalities on the Greek empire, are more confpicu-

ous in the light of hiftory. The maritime country from the Pro-

pontis to the Mseander and the iile of Rhodes, fo long threatened

and fo often pillaged, was finally loft about the thirtieth year of An-

dronicus the elder'**. Two Turkiili chieftains, Sarukhan and Aidin,

left their names to their conquefls, and their conquefts to their po-

Lofs of the fterity. The captivity or ruin of the fcvett churches of Afia was
Afiatic pro-

^ ^ ' "^

. .

vinces, confummatcd ; and the barbarous lords of Ionia and Lydia ftill

A, JD» 1 ? 1

2

&c.
*

' trample on the moimments of claffic and Chriftian antiquity. In the

lofs of Ephefus, the Chriftians deplored the fall of the firft angel, the

extindllon of the firft candleftick, of the revelations" : the defolation

is complete ; and the temple of Diana, or the church of Mary, will

equally elude the fearch of the curious traveller. The circus and

three ftately theatres of Laodicea are now peopled with wolves and

foxes ; Sardes is reduced to a mifcrable village ; the God of Maho-

met, without a rival or a fon, is invoked in the mofchs of Thyatira

and Pergamus ; and the populoufnefs of Smyrna is fupported by the

foreign trade of the Franks and Armenians. Philadelphia alone has

been faved by prophecy, or courage. At a diftance from the fea, for-

gotten by the emperors, encompafled on all fides by the Turks, her

valiant citizens defended their religion and freedom above fourfcore

years ; and at length capitulated with the proudeft of the Ottomans.

Among the Greek colonies and churches of Afia, Philadelphia is ftill

ereil ; a column in a fcene of ruins ; a pleafing example, that the

The knights paths of honour and fafety may fometimes be the fame. The fervitude

A. D. 1310, of Rhodes was delayed above two centuries by the eftabliihment of the

A^D.^jzT^ knights of St. John of Jerufalem"' : under the difcipline of the order,

January i. ^|^^(. ifla^j emerged into fame and opulence j the noble and warlike

** Pachymer, 1. xiii. c. 13. more prudent to confine his prediflions to the

"' See the Travels of Wheeler and Spon.of charadlers and events of his own times.

Pococke and Chandler, and more particularly '"'' Confult the iv"> book of the Hilloire de

Smith's Survey of the Seven Churches of Afia, I'Ordre de Malthe, par I'Abbe de Vertot.

p. 205— 276. The more pious artiquaries la- That pleafing writer betrays his ignorance, in

hour to reconcile the promifes and threats of fuppofing that Othman, a freebooter of the

the author of the Revelations with i\ie frefetit Bithynian hills, could beficge Rhodes by fea

ftate of the feven cities. Perhaps it would be and bnd.

5 monks
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monks were renowned by land and fea ; and the bulwark of Chriften- ^ a p.

dom provoked, and repelled, the arms of the Turks and Saracens. -.^-L*

The Greeks, by their inteiline divifions, were the authors of their Firft paiTage

final ruin. During the civil wars of the elder and younger Andro- into Europe!

nicus, the fon of Othman atchieved, almoft without refiftance, the

conqueft of Bithynia; and the fame diforders encouraged the Turkifli

emirs of Lydia and Ionia to build a fleet, and to pillage the adjacent

iflands and the fea-coaft of Europe. In the defence of his life and

honour, Cantacuzene was tempted to prevent, or imitate, his ad-

verfaries ; by calling to his aid the public enemies of his religion

and country. Amir, the fon of Aidin, concealed under a Turkifli

garb the humanity and politenefs of a Greek ; he was united with

the great domeflic by mutual efteem and reciprocal fervices ; and

their friendihip is compared, in the vain rhetoric of the times, to the

perfedt union of Oreiles and Pylades*'. On the report of the danger

of his friend, who was perfecuted by an ungrateful court, the prince

of Ionia aiTembled at Smyrna a fleet of three hundred veflTels, with

an army of twenty-nine thoufand men ; failed in the depth of win-

ter, and cafl anchor at the mouth of the Hebrus. From thence,

with a chofen band of two thoufand Turks, he marched along the

banks of the river, and refcued the emprefs, who was befieged in

Demotica by the wild Bulgarians. At that difaftrous moment, the

life or death of his beloved Cantacuzene was concealed by his flight

into Servia : but the grateful Irene, impatient to behold her deli-

verer, invited him to enter the city, and accompanied her meiTage

with a prefent of rich apparel, and an hundred horfes. . By a pe-

culiar ftrain of delicacy, the gentle Barbarian refufed, in the abfence

of an unfortunate friend, to vifit his wife, or to tafte the luxuries of

the palace ; fuftained in his tent the rigour of the winter ; and re-

jected the hofpitable gift, that he might ihare the hardihips of two

*' NicephorusGregoras has expatiated with 86.89.95,96.); but he feems ignorant of

pleafure on this amiable charadler (1. xii. 7. his own ientimental paffion for the Turk, and

xiii. 4. 10. xiv. I. 9. xvi. 6.). Cantacu- indireilly denies the poffibility of fuch ua-

zene fpeaks with honour and efteem of his natural friendihip (1. iv. c. 40.).

«Uy (1. iii. c. 56, 57. 63, 64. 66, 67, 68.

S f 2 thoufand
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CHAP, thoufand companions, all as deferving as himfelf of that honour and

; ^
_'_,, dlilinaion. Neceffity and revenge might juftify his pra:datory ex-

curfions by fea and land : he left nine thoufand five hundred men

for the guard of his fleet ; and perfevered in the fruitlefs fearch of

Cantacuzene, till his embarkation was haftened by a fiditious letter,

the feverity of the feafon, the clamours of his independent troops,

and the weight of his fpoil and captives. In the profecution of the

civil war, the prince of Ionia twice returned to Europe
;
joined his

arms with thofe of the emperor j befieged TheiTalonica, and threatened

Gonftantinople. Calumny might affix fome reproach on his imper-

fed aid, his hafty departure, and a bribe of ten thoufand crowns,

which he accepted from the Byzantine court ; but his friend was fa-

tisfied ; and the condud of Amir is excufed by the more facred

duty of defending againft the Latins his hereditary dominions. The

maritime power of the Turks had united the pope, the king of

Cyprus, the republic of Venice, and the order of St. John, in a

laudable crufade ; their gallies invaded the coaft of Ionia ; and Amir

was flain with an arrow, in the attempt to wreft from the Rhodian

knights the citadel of Smyrna"'. Before his death, he generoufly

recommended another ally of his own nation ; not more fmcere or

zealous than himfelf, but more able to afford a prompt and powerful

fuccour, by his fituation along the Propontis and in the front of

Marriage of Conftantlnople. By the profped of a more advantageous treaty, the

aGreekpri'n- Turkifh priucc of Bithyuia was detached from his engagements with

a'^D 6 Anne of Savoy ; and the pride of Orchan didated the moil folemn

proteftations, that if he could obtain the daughter of Cantacuzene,

he would invariably fulfil the duties of a fubjed and a fon. Parental

tendernefs was filenced by the voice of ambition ; the Greek clergy

connived at the marriage of a Chriftian princefs with a fedary of

Mahomet ; and the father of Theodora dcfcribes, with ihameful fa-

tisfadion, the diflionour of the purple "'. A body of Turkiili cavalry

attended
** After the conqueft of Smyrna by the of Rhodes (fee Vertot, 1. v.).

Latins, the defence of this fortrefs vvas im- •'^ See Cantacuzenus, 1. iii. c.9;. Nice-

pofed by pope Gregory XI, on the knights phorus GregoraSj who, for the light of mount
Thabor^



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^ly

attended the ambailadors, who dlfembarked from thirty veflels be-

fore his camp of Selybria. A (lately pavilion was erefled, in which

the emprefs Irene paffed the night with her dauo;hters. In the morn-

in"•, Theodora afcended a throne, which was fnrrounded with cur-

tains of filk and gold : the troops were under arms ; but the em-

peror alone was on horfeback. At a fignal the curtains were fud-

denly withdrawn, to difclofe the bride, or the vidim, encircled by

kneeling eunuchs and hymenceal torches : the found of flutes and

trumpets proclaimed the joyful e\'ent ; and her pretended happinefs

was the theme of the nuptial fong, which was chaunted by fuch

poets as the age could produce. Without the rites of the church,

Theodora was delivered to her barbarous lord : but it had been fti-

pulated, that ihe ihould preferve her religion in the haram of Burfa;

and her father celebrates her charity and devotion in this ambiguous

fituation. After his peaceful eftablifhment on the throne of Con-

ftantinople, the Greek emperor vifited his Turkiih ally, who with

four fons, by various wives, expeded him at Scutari, on the Afiatic

ihore. The two princes partook, with feeming cordiality, of the

pleafures of the banquet and the chace ; and Theodora was per-

mitted to repafs the Bofphorus, and to enjoy fome days in the fociety

of her mother. But the friendihip of Orchan was fubfervlent to his

religion and intereft ; and in the Genoefe war he joined without a

bluih the enemies of Cantacuzene.

In the treaty with the emprefs Anne, the Ottoman prince had In- Eftablkh-

ferted a fingular condition, that it ihould be lawful for him to fell ottom°ans in

his prifoners at Conftantinople, or tranfport them Into Afia. A a"d^^'

naked crowd of Chrlftians of both fexes and every age, of priefts

and monks, of matrons and virgins, was expofed in the public

market ; the whip was frequently ufed to quicken the charity of re-

Thabor, brands the emperor with the names xxi rri^ , nJ»; (Tiir-

of tyrant and lierod, excufes, rather than kifi) ,^.\.-(%.% {\.•. 5.) He after-

bJames, this Turkiih marriage, and alleges wards celebrates his kingdom and armies.

the paHion and power of Orchan, lyyi^Tarjc, See his reign in Cantemir, p. 24—30.

4 demption j
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demption ; and the indigent Greeks deplored the fate of their bre-

thren, who were led away to the worft evils of temporal and

fpiritual bondage ^\ Cantacuzene was reduced to fubfcribe the fame

terms ; and their execution muft have been ftill more pernicious to

the empire : a body of ten thoufand Turks had been detached to

the aififtance of the emprefs Anne ; but the entire forces of Orchan

were exerted in the fervice of his father. Yet thefe calamities were

of a tranfient nature ; as foon as the ftorm had paifed away, the

fugitives might return to their habitations ; and at the conclufion of

the civil and foreign wars, Europe was completely evacuated by the

Moilems of Afia. It was in his laft quarrel with his pupil that

Cantacuzene inflidted the deep and deadly wound, which could never

be healed by his fucceifors, and which is poorly expiated by his

theological dialogues againft the prophet Mahomet. Ignorant of

their own hiftory, the modern Turks confound their firft and their

final paifage of the Hellefpont ^', and defcribe the fon of Orchan as a

noolurnal robber, who, with eighty companions, explores by ftrata-

gem an hoftile and unknown ihore. Soliman, at the head of ten

thoufand horfe, was tranfported in the veiTels, and entertained as the

friend, of the Greek emperor. In the civil wars of Romania, he

performed fome fervice and perpetrated more mlfchief ; but the

Cherfonefus was infenfibly filled with a Turkiih colony ; and the

Byzantine court folicited in vain the reftitution of the fortreifes of

Thrace. After fome artful delays between the Ottoman prince and

his fon, their ranfom was valued at fixty thoufand 'crowns, and the

firft payment had been made, when an earthquake ihook the walls

and cities of the provinces ; the difmantled places were occupied by

the Turks ; and Gallipoli, the key of the Hellefpont, was rebuilt

5° The moil lively and concife piiflure of ableideaof his Turkifii guides: noramlmuch
this captivity, may be found in the hiftory of better fatisfied with Chalcondyles (I. i. p. 12,

Ducas (c. 8.), who fairly defcribes what Sic). They forget to confult the moft au-

Cantacuzene confefl'es with a guilty bluih ! thentic record, the iv•'' book of Cantacuzene.

'' In this paflage, and the firft conquefts in I likewife regret the laft books, which are

Europe, Cantemir (p,27,&c.) givesamifer- Hill manufcript, of Nicephorus Gregoras.

and
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and repcopled by the policy of Soliman. The abdication of Canta- ^ ^ '^ P•

cuzene diflblved the feeble bands of domeftic alliance ; and his laft '—-v-—-»

advice admoniflied his countrymen to decline a raih conteft, and to

compare their own weakncfs with the numbers and \^alour, the dif-

cipline and cnthufiafm, of the Moilems. His prudent counfels were

defpifed by the headftrong vanity of youth, and foon juflified by

the vidories of the Ottomans. But as he pradlfed in the field the Death of
Orchan and

exercife of the j^Vr/i/, Soliman was killed by a fall from his horfe ; his fon Soli-

and the aged Orchan wept and expired on the tomb of his valiant

fon.

But the Greeks had not time to rejoice in the death of their The reign

, , i-r• 1 • r • 1 •
andEuropean

enemies ; and the Turkifh fcymetar was wielded with the fame conqueiis of

fpirit by Amurath the firft, the fon of Orchan and the brother of a^b,

Soliman. By the pale and fainting light of the Byzantine annals ^*,
September.^'

we can difcern, that he fubdued without refiftance the whole pro-

vince of Romania or Thrace, from the Hellefpont to mount Hiemus,

and the verge of the capital ; and that Adrianople was chofen for

the royal feat of his government and religion in Europe. Conftan-

tinople, whofe decline is almoft coeval with her foundation, had

often, in the lapfe of a thoufand years, been aflaulted by the Bar-

barians of the Eaft and Weft ; but never till this fatal hour had the

Greeks been furrounded, both in Afia and Europe, by the arms of

the fame hoftile monarchy. Yet the prudence or generofity of Amu-
rath poftponed for a while this eafy conqueft ; and his pride was

fatisfied with the frequent and humble attendance of the emperor

John Palseologus and his four fons, who followed at his fummons

the court and camp of the Ottoman prince. He marched againft

the Sclavonian nations between the Danube and the Adriatic, the

Bulgarians, Servians, Bofnians, and Albanians; and thefe warlike

" After the conclufion of Cantacuzene chael Ducas, and Laonicus Chalcondyles, all

and Gregcras, there follows a dark interval three wrote afcer the taking of Conftanii-

of an hundred years. George Phranza, Mi- nople,

tribeSj
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The Janiza-

ries.

tribes, who had (o often infulted the majefty of the empire, were

repeatedly broken by his defl:ru£tive inroads. Their countries did

not abound either in gold or filver ; nor were their ruftic hamlets

and townflaips enriched by commerce or decorated by the arts of

luxury. But the natives of the foil have been diftinguiflied in every

age by their hardinefs of mind and body ; and they were converted

by a prudent inftitution into the firmeft and moil faithful fupporters

of the Ottoman greatnefs ". The vizir of Amurath reminded his

fovereign that, according to the Mahometan law, he was entitled to

a fifth part of the fpoil and captives ; and that the duty might eafily

be levied, if vigilant officers were ftationed at Gallipoli, to watch

the paiTage, and to feleil for his ufe the ftouteft and moft beautiful

of the Chriftian youth. The advice was followed ; the edidl was

proclaimed; many thoufands of the European captives were educated

in religion and arms ; and the new militia was confecrated and

named by a celebrated derviih. Standing in the front of their ranks,

he ftretched the fleeve of his gown over the head of the foremofl:

foldier, and his blefling was delivered in thefe words :
" Let them

" be called janizaries (Te7/g'i cheri, or new foldiers); may their coun-

" tenance be ever bright ! their hand vidlorious ! their fword keen

!

*' may their fpear always hang over the heads of their enemies ! and

" wherefoever they go, may they return with a white face " /"

Such was the origin of thefe haughty troops, the terror of the na-

tions, and fometimes of the fultans themfelves. Their valour has

declined, their difcipline is relaxed, and their tumultuary array is

incapable of contending with the order and weapons of modern

tadics ; but at the time of their inftitution, they poiTeiTed a decifive

fuperiority in war ; fince a regular body of infantry, in conftant

exercife and pay, was not maintained by any of the princes of

'^ See Cantemir, p. 37—41. with his own in the Turki(h language. Hic»/ffr eft, hunc

large and curious annotations. tu Romane caveto, was Jikewiie.a Latin fen-

'* Vf^hite and black lace are common and tence.

.proverbialexpreffions of praife and reproach

Chriften-
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Chrlftendom. The Janizaries fought with the zeal of profelytes CHAP.
againft their idolatrous countrymen ; and in the battle of Cofibva, < ,.. .^

the league and independence of the Sclavonian tribes was finally

cruilied. As the conqueror walked over the field, he obferved-that

the greateft part of the flain confiiled of beardlefs youths j and lift-

ened to the flattering reply of his vizir, that age and wifdom would

have taught them not to oppofe his irrefiftible arms. But the fword

of his Janizaries could not defend him from the dagger of defpair

;

a Servian foldier ftarted from the crowd of dead bodies, and Amurath

was pierced in the belly with a luortal wound. The grandfon of

Othman was mild in his temper, modeil in his apparel, and a lover

of learning and virtue ; but the Modems were fcandalifed at his ab-

fence from public worihip ; and he was correded by the firmnefs

of the mufti, who dared to rejed his teftimony in a civil caufe : a

mixture of fervitude and freedom not unfrequent in Oriental hif-

tory ".

The character of Bajazet, the fon and fucceiTor of Amurath, Is The reign of

ftrongly expreifed in his furname of Ilderim, or the lightning ; and iideHni,

'

he might glory in an epithet, which was drawn from the fiery
, g^^J.,

energy of his foul and the rapidity of his deftruilive march. In ^""^^ 9•

the fourteen years of his reign '°, he inceffantly moved, at the head

of his armies, from Bourfa to Adrianople, from the Danube to the

Euphrates ; and, though he ftrenuoufly laboured for the propaga-

tion of the law, he invaded, with impartial ambition, the Chriftian

and Mahometan princes of Europe and Afia. From Angora to ^'^ '^°"-

. r •
quefts, from

Amafia and Erzeroum, the northern regions of Antolia were re- the Euphra-

'' See the life and death of Morad, or when he is introduced to the royal prefence.

Amurath I. ia Cantemir (p. 33— 45.), the i" s' The reign of Bajazet I. or Ilderim
bookof Chalcondyles, and the Annates Tur- Bayazid, is contained in Cantemir (p. 46.),
cici of Leunclavius. According to another the ii'' book of Chalcondyles, and the An-
ilory, the fultan was ftabbed by a Croat in his nales Turciti. The furname of Ilderim, or

tent: and this accident was alleged to Buibe- lightning, is an example, that the con-
quius (Epill. i. p.98.) asan excufe for the un- querors and poets of every age have _/<// the

worthyprecautionofpinioning, asitwere, be- truth of a fyilem which derives the fublime

tween two attendants, an ambaflador's arms, from the principle of terror.

Vol. VI. t duced

tes to the

Danube.
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CHAP, cluced to his obedience : he ftripped of their hereditary pofleiTions,

-u. .-_' his brother emirs of Ghermian and Caramania, of Aidin and Sa-

rukhan ; and after the conqueft of Iconium, the ancient kingdom of

the Seljukians again revived in the Ottoman dynafty. Nor were

the conquefts of Bajazet lefs rapid or important in Europe.

fooner had he impofed a regular form of fervitude on the Servians

and Bulgarians, than he pafled the Danube to feek new enemies

and new fubjefts in the heart of Moldavia ". Whatever yet ad-

hered to the Greek empire in Thrace, Macedonia, and Theflaly, ac-

knowledged a Turkifli mailer : an obfequious biihop led him through

the gates of Thermopylae into Greece ; and we may obferve, as a

fmgular fail, that the widow of a Spanifh chief, who poiTefled the

ancient feat of the oracle of Delphi, deferved his favour by the fa-

crifice of a beauteous daughter. The Turkiih communication be-

tween Europe and Afia had been dangerous and doubtful, till he

ftationed at Gallipoli a fleet of gallles, to command the Hellefpont

and intercept the Latin fuccours of Conflantinople. While the mo-

narch indulged his pafllons in a boundlefs range of injuftice and

cruelty, he impofed on his foldiers the moil rigid laws of modeily

and abftinence ; and the harveil was peaceably reaped and fold

within the precindts of his camp. Provoked by the loofe and

corrupt adminlftration of juftice, he collected in a houfe the judges

and lawyers of his dominions, who expected that in a few mo-

ments the fire would be kindled to reduce them to aihes. His mi-

nifters trembled in filence : but an jEthiopian buffoon prefumed to

infinuate the true caufe of the evil ; and future venality was left

without excufe, by annexing an adequate falary to the office of

cadhi'\ The humble title of emir was no longer fuitable to the

Ottoman

" Cantemir, who celebrates the viilories been long promifed, and is ftill unpublifhed.

of the great Stephen over the Turks (p. 47.), =" Leunclav. Annal. Turcici, p. 318,319.
had compofed the ancient and modern (late The venality of the cadhis has long been an

of his principality of Moldavia, which has objeft of fcandal and fatire; and if we diilrull

the
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Ottoman greatnefs ; and Bajazet condefcencled to accept a patent of ^ is A P.

fultan from the caliphs who ferved in Egypt under the yoke of the ,
_ -,- Lf

Mamalukes "
: a lail and frivolous homage that was yielded by force

to opinion ; by the Turkifli conquerors to the houfe of Abbas and

the fucceilbrs of the Arabian prophet. The ambition of the fultan

was inflamed by the obligation of deferving this auguft title ; and he

turned his arms againft the kingdom of Hungary, the perpetual

theatre of the Turkiih victories and defeats. Sigifmond, the Hun-
garian king, was the fon and brother of the emperors of the Weft :

his caufe was that of Europe and the church : and, on the report of

his danger, the braveft knights of France and Germany were eager

to march under his ftandard and that of the crofs. In the battle of Battle of Ni-

^Nicopolis, Bajazet defeated a confederate army of an hundred thou- A.D. 396,

fand Chriftians, who had proudly boafted, that if the iky fliould fall
'^^'' ^ '

they could uphold it on their lances. The far greater part were flain

or driven into the Danube; and Sigifmond, efcaping to Conftantinople

by the river and the Black Sea, returned after a long circuit to his

exhaufted kingdom'^". In the pride of vidlory, Bajazet threatened

that he would befiege Buda ; that he would fubdue the adjacent

countries of Germany and Italy ; and that he would feed his horfe

v;ith a bufliel of oats on the altar of St. Peter at Rome. His pro-

grefs was checked, not by the miraculous interpofition of the apoftle,

not by a crufade of the Chriftian powers, but by a long and painful

fit of the gout. The diforders of the moral, are fometimes corre£led

by thofe of the phyfical, world ; and an acrimonious humour fall-

ing on a fmgle fibre of one man, may prevent or fufpend the mifery

of nations.

the obfervations of our travellers, we may of Othman to the dignity of fultan.

confult the feeling of the Turks themfelves '''° See the Decades Rerum Hungaricarum
(d'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orientale, p. :i6, 217. (Dec. iii. 1. ii. p. 379.) of Bonfinius, an

229, 230.). Italian, who, in the xv"'' century, was in-

" The faft, which is attefted by the Ara- vi;ed into Hungary to compofe an eloquent

bic hiilory of Ben Schounah, a contemporary hiftory of that kingdom. Yet, if it be extant

Syrian (de Guignes, Hift. desHuns, tom.iv. and acceffible, I fliould give the preference to

p. 336.), deftroys the teftimony of Saad Ef- fome homely chronicle of the time and coun-

iendiandCantcmir{p.i4, 15.), of thceleftion try.

t. Such
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CHAP.
LXIV.

Crufade and

captivity of

the French
princes,

A. D.
1396— J398•

Such is the general idea of the Hungarian war ; but the difaftrous

adventure of the French has procured us fome memorials which

illuftrate the viiiory and charadter of Bajazet*'. The duke of Bur-

gundy, fovereign of Flanders, and uncle of Charles the fixth, yielded

to the ardour of his fon, John count of Nevers ; and the fearleis

youth was accompanied by four princes, his coufms,^ and thofe of

the French monarch. Their inexperience was guided by the fire

de Coucy, one of the beft and oldeft captains of Chriftendom **

;

but the conftable, admiral, and marihal, of France ^'^ commanded

an army which did not exceed the number of a thoufand knights

and fquires. Thefe fplendid names were the fource of prefumption

and the bane of difcipline. So many might afpire to command,

that none were willing to obey ; their national fpirit defpifed both

their enemies and their allies ; and in the perfuafion that Bajazet

•would fly, or mtifl fall, they began to compute how foon they ihould

"vifit Conftantinople and deliver the holy fepulchre. When their

fcouts announced the approach of the Turks, the gay and thought-

lefs youths were at table, already heated with wine ; they inftantly

clafped their armour, mounted their horfes, rode full fpeed to the

vanguard, and refented as an affront the advice of Sigifmond, which

would have deprived them of the I'ight and honour of the foremoft

attack. The battle of Nicopolis would not have been loft, if the

French would have obeyed the prudence of the Hungarians : but it

" I ihould not complain of the labour of

this work, if my materials were always de-

rived from fuch books as the chronicle of ho-

neft Froifiard (vol. iv. c. 67. 69. 72. 74. 79— 83. 85. 87. 89.), who read little, enquired

much, and believed all. The original Me-
moirs of the marechal de Boucicault (Pariiei.

c. 22— 28.) ; add feme fails, but they are dry

and deficient, if compared «ith the pleafant

garrulity of Froilfard.

** An accurate memoir on the life of

Enquerrand VII. fire de Coucy, has been

given by the baron de Zurlauben (Hift. de

I'Academie des Iiifcriptions, torn. xxv.).

His rank and poiTeiTions were equally con-

fiderable in France and England; and, in

1375, he led an army of adventurers into

Switzerland, to recover a large patrimony

which he claimed in right of his grandmo-

ther, the daughter of the emperor Albert I.

of Auilria (Sinner, Voyage dans la Suifle Oc-
cidentale, torn. i. p. 118— 124.).

*^ That military office, fo refpeftable at

prefent, was more confpicuous when it

was divided between two perfons (Daniel,

Hift. de la Milice Fran9oife, torn. ii. p. 5.).

One of thefe, the marihal of the crufade,

was the famous Boucicault, who afterwards

afterwards defended Conftantinople, govern-

ed Genoa, invaded the coaft of Afia, and died

in the field of Azincour.

might
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might have been gloriouily won, had the Hungarians imitated the C A P.

valour of the French. They dlfperled the firft line, confiiling of

the troops of Afia ; forced a rampart of flakes, which had been

planted againft the cavalry ; broke, afcer a bloody conflid, the Ja-

nizaries themfelves ; and were at length overwhelmed by the nume-

rous fquadrons that iffucd from the woods, and charged on all fides

this handful of intrepid warriors. In the fpeed and fecrecy of his

march, in the order and evolutions of the battle, his enemies felt

and admired the military talents of Bajazei. They accufe his cruelty

in the ufe of victory. After referving the count of Nevers, and

four-and-twenty lords, whofe birth and riches were attefted by his

Latin interpreters, the remainder of the French captives, who had

furvi^ved the flaughter of the day, were led before his throne ; and,

as they refufed to abjure their faith, were fucceffively beheaded in

his prefence. The fultan was exafperated by the lols of his braveft

Janizaries ; and if it be true, that, on the eve of the engagement,

the French had maiTacred their Turkilh prifoners % they might im-

pute to themfelves the confequences of a juft retaliation. A knight,

whofe life had been fpared, was permitted to return to Paris, that

he might relate the deplorable tale, and folicit the ranfom of the

noble captives. In the mean while, the count of Nevers, with the

princes and barons of France, v/ere dragged along in the marches of

the Turkiih camp, expofed as a grateful trophy to the Moflems of

Europe and Afia, and ftridly confined at Bouria, as often as Bajazet

refided in his capital. The fultan was preffed each day to expiate

with their blood the blood of his martyrs ; but he had pronounced,

that they ihould live, and either for mercy or deftrudtion his word

was irrevocable. He was aflured of their value and importance by

the return of the meiTenger, and the gifts and interceffions of the

kings of France and of Cyprus. Lufignan prefented him with

** For this odious fafl, the Abbe de Ver- I. xvi. c. to, . (Clrdre ds Mahhe, torn. ii.

tot quotes the Hift. Anonyrae de St. Denys, p. jio.)

7 a gold

LXIV
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a gold falt-cellar of curious workmanfhip, and of the price of tea

thoufand ducats ; and Charles the fixth difpatched by the way of

Hungary a caft of Norwegian hawks, and fix horfe-loads of fcarlct

cloth, of fine linen of Rheims, and of Arras tapeftry, reprefenting

the battles of the great Alexander. After much delay, the effedl of"

diftance rather than of art, Bajazet agreed to accept a ranfom of

two hundred thoufand ducats for the count of Nevers and the fur-

viving princes and barons: the marfl-val Boucicault, a famous warrior,

was of the number of the fortunate ; but the admiral of France had

been flain in the battle ; and the conftable, with the fire de Coucy»

died in the prifon of Bourfa. This heavy demand, which was

doubled by incidental cofts, fell chiefly on the duke of Burgundy,

or rather on his Flemifli fubjedls, who were bound by the feudal laws

to contribute for the knighthood and captivity of the eldeft fon of

their lord. For the faithful difcharge of the debt, fome merchants

of Genoa gave fecurity to the amount of five times the fum ; a

leflbn to thofe warlike times, that commerce and credit are the links

of the fociety of nations. It had . been flipulated in the treaty,

that the French captives fliould fwear never to bear arms againft the

perfon of their conqueror ; but the ungenerous reftraint was abo-

liflied by Bajazet himfelf. " I defpife," faid he to the heir of Bur-

gundy, " thy oaths and thy arms. Thou art young, and mayeil be

*' ambitious of effacing the difgrace or misfortune of thy firil chi-

" valry. AiTemble thy powers, proclaim thy deilgn, and be aflured

" that Bajazet will rejoice to meet thee a fecond time in a field of

" battle." Before their departure, they were indulged in the free-

dom and hofpitality of the court of Bourfa. The French princes

admired the magnificence of the Ottoman, whofe hunting and hawk-

ing equipage was compofed of ieven thoufand huntfmen and feven

thoufand falconers '^ In their prefence, and at his command, the

belly

*' Sherefeddin AH (Hiil. de Timour Bee, of, oflicers and fervants of the chace.

I. V. c. 13.) allows Bajazet a xound number A part cf hi» (poils was afterwards difplaycd
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belly of one of his chamberlains was cut open, on a complaint C il i'.

. . ..
againft him for drinking the goats-milk of a poor woman. The . -.- '_/

ftrangers were aftonilhed by this aft of jnftice; but it was the jufiice

of a fultan who diidains to balance the weight of evidence or

to meafure the degrees of guilt.

After his enfranchifement from an oppreiTive guardian, John Pa- The emperor

la-ologus remained thirty-fix years, the helplefs, and as it fliould loj/us,

feem, the carelefs, fpedator, of the public ruin "^*. Love, or rather January's—

luft, was his only vlr^orous paffion ; and in the embraces of the wives •^^• '33••

and virgins of the city, the Turkiili flave forgot the difhonour of the

emperor of the Romat/s. Andronicus, his eldeft fon, had formed, at

Adrianople, an intimate and guilty friendihip with Sauzes the fon of

Amurath ; and the two youths confpircd againft the authority and

lives of their parents. The prefence of Amurath in Europe foon

difcovered and diflipated their raih counfels ; and, after depriving

Sauzes of his fight, the Ottoman threatened his vaffal with the treat-

ment of an accomplice and an enemy, unlefs he inflifted a fimilar

puniihment on his own fon. Palscologus trembled and obeyed
;

and a cruel precaution involved in the fame fentence the childhood

and innocence of John the fon of the criminal. But the operation

was fo mildiy, or fo unikilfully, performed, that the one retained

the fight of an eye, and the other was afflided only v^-ith the in-

firmity of fquinting. Thus excluded from the fucceilion, the two Difcord of

princes were confined in the tov/er of Anema ; and the piety of

Manuel, the fecond fon of the reigning monarch, v/as rewarded with

the gift of the Imperial crown. But at the end of two years, the

turbulence of the Latins and the levity of the Greeks produced a

revolution ; and the two emperors were buried in the tower from

in a hunting-match of Timour: i. hounds cranes (Chalcondyles, 1. ii. p. ^5.).
with fattin honfings; 2. leopards with col- " For the reigns of John Palio.'ogus and
Jars fet with jewels; 3. Grecian greyhounds; his fon Manuel, from 13^410 1402, fee Ducas,
and, 4. dcgs from Europe, as ftrong as c. 9— 15. Phranza, 1. i. c.io—21. and the

African lions (idem, 1. vi. c. 15). Bajazet i« and n^ bocks of Chalcondyles, whofc pro-

was particularly fend of flying his hawks at per fubjefl is drowned in a fea of epifode.

18 whence
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wlience the two prifoners were exalted to the throne. Another period

*
,

.. of two years afforded Palieologus and Manuel the means of efcape

;

it was contrived by the magic, or fubtlety, of a monk, who was
alternately named the angel or the devil : they fled to Scutari ; their

adherents armed in their caufe ; and the two Byzantine fadions dif-

played the ambition and animofity, with which C^efar and Pompey
had difputed the empire of the world. The Roman world was now
contraded to a corner of Thrace, between the Propontis and the

Black Sea, about fifty miles in length and thirty in breadth ; a fpace

of ground not more extenfive than the leiTer principalities of Ger-

many or Italy, if the remains of Conftantinople had not ftill re-

prefented the wealth and populoufnefs of a kingdom. To reftore

the public peace, it was found neceifary to divide this fragment of

the empire ; and while Palxologus and Manuel w^ere left in poflef-

fion of the capital, almoft all that lay without the walls was ceded

to the blind princes, who fixed their refidence at Rhodofto and Se-

lybria. In the tranquil flumber of royalty, the paiTions of John

Palaiologus furvlved his reafon and his ftrength ; he deprived his

favourite and heir of a blooming prlncefs of Trebizond ; and while

the feeble emperor laboured to confummate his nuptials, Manuel,

•with an hundred of the nobleft Greeks, was fent on a peremptory

fummons to the Ottoman porle. They ferved with honour in the

•wars of Eajazet ; but a plan of fortifying Conftantinople excited his

jealoUfy : he threatened their lives ; the new works were inftantly

demoliilied ; and we fliall beftow a praife, perhaps aboAJ^e the merit

of Palaeologus, if we impute this laft humiliation as the caufe of his

death.

The emreror The carlleft intelligence of that event was communicated to Ma-

A. D. nuel, who efcaped with fpeed and fecrecy from the palace of Bourfa

iuh-T-!'^^^'
"to the Byzantine throne. Bajazet aifeded a proud indifference at

the lofs of this valuable pledge ; and while he purfued his conquefts

in Europe and Afia, he left the emperor to ftruggle with his blind

coufin

J



..
'39S—02•

OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 329

coufin John of Sclybria, who, in eight years of civil war, aOertcd ^ ^^ ^ I».

his right of pviraogeniturc. At length the ambition of the vidorious < .——

/

fultan pointed to the conqueft of Conftantinople ; but he liftencd to

the advice of his vizir, who reprefented, that fuch an enterprifc

might unite the powers of Chriftendom in a fecond and more formi-

dable crufade. His epiille to the emperor was conceived in thefe

words : " By the divine clemency, our invincible fcymetar has re- Diftrefs of

** duced to our obedience almoft all Afia, with many and large coun- pie,

" tries in Europe, excepting only the city of Conftantinople ; for

" beyond the walls thou haft nothing left. Refign that city; ftipulate

'* thy reward ; or tremble, for thyfelf and thy unhappy people, at the

** confequences of a rafli refufal." But his ambafladors were inftrufted

to foften their tone, and to propofe a treaty, which was fubfcribed

with fubmiillon and gratitude. A truce of ten years was purchafed

by an annual tribute of thirty thoufand crowns of gold : the

Greeks deplored the public toleration of the law of Mahomet, and

Bajazet enjoyed the glory of eftabliihing a Turkiih cadhi, and found-

ing a royal mofch in the metropolis of the Eaftern church *^ Yet

this truce was foon violated by the reftlefs fultan : in the caufe of

the prince of Selybria, the lawful emperor, an army of Ottomans,

again threatened Conftantinople j and the diftrefs of Manuel im-

plored the protedion of the king of France. His plaintive embafly

obtained much pity and fome relief ; and the condud of the fuccour

was entrufted to the marihal Boucicault ", whofe religious chivalry

was inflamed by the defire of revenging his captivity on the infidels.

He failed with four fhips of war, from Aiguefmortes to the Hellef-

pont ; forced the paiTage, which was guarded by feventeen Turkiih

gallies -, landed at Conftantinople a fupply of fix hundred men at

arras and fixteen hundred archers ; and reviewed them in the ad-

«' Canterair, p. 50—53. Of the Greeks, *' Memoirs du bon MeflireJean leMaJngre,
Ducas alone (c. 13. 15.) acknowledges the dit 5o»<r/ffl«//, Marechal de France, partie i",

Turkiih cadhi at Conftantinople. Yet even c. 30—35.
Ducas diiTembies the oiofch.

Vol. VI. U jacen
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CHAP, jacent plain, without condefcending to number or array the multi-

,* ,

—

^ tude of Greeks. By his prefence, the blockade was railed both by

fea and land ; the flying fquadrons of Bajazet were driven to a more

refpedful diftance ; and feveral caftles in Europe and Afia were

flormed by the emperor and the marihal, who fought with equal

valour by each other's fide. But the Ottomans foon returned with

an encreafe of numbers ; and the intrepid Boucicault, after a year's

ftruggle, refolved to evacuate a country which could no longer af-

ford either pay or provifions for his foldiers. The marihal offered

to condudl Manuel to the French court, where he might folicit in

perfon a fupply of men and money ; and advifed in the mean while,

that, to extinguilh all domelHc difcord, he ihould leave his blind

competitor on the throne. The propofal was embraced : the

prince of Selybria was introduced to the capital ; and fuch was

the public mifery, that the lot of the exile feemed more fortu-

nate than that of the fovereign. Inftead of applauding the fuccefs of

his vaffal, the Turkiih fultan claimed the city as his own ; and oa

the refufal of the emperor John, Conftantinople was more clofely

preffed by the calamities of war and famine. Againft fuch an enemy,

prayers and refiftance were alike unavailing ; and the favage would

have devoured his prey, if, in the fatal moment, he had not been

overthrown by another favage ilronger than himfelf. By the

vidtory of Timour or Tamerlane, the fall of Conftantinople was de-

layed about fifty years; and this important, though accidental,

fervice may juftly introduce the life and charadter of the Mogul con-

queror.
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CHAP. LXV.

Ele'vatio?! of Timour or 'Tamerlane to the Thi^07ie of Sa^

marcand.—His Co7iquefs in Perfia, Georgia^ Tartary^

Rujfia^ hidia^ Syria, a?id Anatolia.—His Turkifj

War.—Defeat and Captivity of Bajazet.—Death

of Timotir.—Civil War of the Sons of Bajazet.—
Reforation of the TtirkifD Mojtarchy by Mahomet

the Firf.—Siege of Confla7iti7iople by A/nurath the

Seco7id.

THE conqueft and monarchy of the world was the firft obied CHAP.
LXV.

of the ambition of Timour. To live in the memory and

eileem of future ages was the fecond wiih of his magnanimous fpirit.

All the civil and military tranfadions of his reign were diligently

recorded in the journals of his fecretaries' : the authentic narrative

was revifed by the perfons beft informed of each particular tranf-

adtion ; and it is believed in the empire and family of Timour,

that the monarch himfelf compofed the commentaries * of his life,

' Thefe journals were communicated to fortune of the hero. Timour's attention to

Sherefeddin, or Cherefeddin Ali, a native, procure intelligence from his own and foreign

who compofed in the Perfian language a countrie,•, may be feen in the Inftitutions,

hiftory of Timour Beg, vshich has been tranf- p. 215. 217. 349.351.
lated into French by M. Petis de la Croix "^ Thefe Commentaries are yet unknown
(Paris, 1722, in 4vols. iz"'), and has al- in Europe: but Mr. White gives fome hope,
ways been my faithful guide. His geogra- that they may be imported and tranilated by
phy and chronology are wonderfully accu- his friend Mnjor Davy, who had read in the
rate; and he may be trulled for public fafls, Eaft this " minute and faithful narrative of
though he fervilcly praifes the virtue and " an in terefling and eventful period."

U u 2 and
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CHAP, and the itiflitut'ions ^ of his eovernment *. But thefe cares were In-
LXV.

, ,

\_ V——' effedual for the prefervation of his fame, and thefe precious memo-

rials in the Mogul or Periian language were concealed from the

world, or at leaft from the knowledge of Europe. The nations

which he vanquiihed exercifed a bafe and impotent revenge ; and

ignorance has long repeated the tale of calumny \ which had dif-

, figured the birth and charader, the perfon, and even the name, of

Tamerlane *. Yet his real merit would be enhanced, rather than de-

bafed, by the elevation of a peafant to the throne of Afia; nor can

his laraenefs be a theme of reproach, unlefs he had the weaknefs

to bluih at a natural, or perhaps an honourable, infirmity.

In the eyes of the Moguls, who held the indefeafible fucceilion of

the houfe of Zingis, he was doubtlefs a rebel fubje<£t
;
yet he fprang

from the noble tribe of Berlafs : his fifth anceilor, Carafhar Nevian,

had been the vizir of Zagatai, in his new realm of Tranfoxiana

;

and in the afcent of fome generations, the branch of Timour is

3 I am ignorant whether the original inrti- raife the ralue and price, of the work,

tution, in the Turki or Mogul language, be ' The original of the tale is found in the

dill extant. The Perfic verfion, with an following work, which is much efteemed for

Englilh trarfl.ition and moil valuable index, its florid elegance of ilyle : Ahmtdis Arab'

was publifhed (Oxford, 1783, in 4'") by the (Ahmed Ebn Arabfliih) Vita et Rerum

joint labours of Major Davy, and Mr. White gefiarumTimuri. Arabice et Latine. Edidit

the Arabic profeiTor. This work has been Samuel Hcnricus Manger. Franequera, 1767,

fince tranllated from the Perfic into French 2 torn, in 4'°. This Syrian author is ever a

(Paris, 1787) byM.Langles, a learned Ori- malicious, and often an ignorant, enemy:

entaull, who has added the life of Timour, the verv titles of bis chapters are injurious;

and many curious notes. as how the wicked, as how the impious, as

Shaw Allum, the prefent Mogul, reads, how the viper, &c. The copious article of

values, but cannot imitate, the inilitutions Timur, in Blbliothei]'je Orientale, is of a

of his great anceilor. The Englifli trardator mixed nature, as d'Herbelot indifferently

relies on their internal evidence: but if any draws his materials (p. 877—888.) from

fufpicions ihould arife of fraud and fiflion, Khondemir, Ebn Schounah, and the Leb-

they will not be difpeiled by Major Davy's tarikh.

letter. The Orientals have never cultivated * Z)fw;>, orTVwiiar, fignifies, in theTurkiih

the art of criticifm ; the patronage of a language. Iron; and Beg is the appellation

prince, lefs honourable perhaps, is not lefs of a lord or prince. By the change of a

lucrative than that of a bookfeller: nor can letter or accent, it is changed into Lenc, or

it be deemed incredible, that a Perfian, the lame; and a European corruption confouads

«/ author, Ihould renounce the credit, to the two words in the name of Tamerlane.

confounded.
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confounded, at lead by the females \ with the Imperial ilem '. He C A p.

was born forty miles to the fouth of Samarcand, in the village of ' ,-^
Sebzar, in the fruitful territory of Caih, of which his fathers were

the hereditary chiefs, as well as of a toman of ten thoufand horfe '.

His birth '° was caft on one of thofe periods of anarchy which an-

nounce the fall of the Afiatic dynailies, and open a new field to

adventurous ambition. The khans of Zagatal were extinil ; the

emirs afpired to independence ; and their domeilic feuds could only

be fufpended by the conqueft and tyranny of the khans of Kaihgar,

who, with an army of Getes or Calmucks ", invaded the Tranf-

oxian kingdom. From the twelfth year of his age, Timour had His firil ad-

entered the field of action ; in the twenty-fifth, he ilood forth as a. d!

the deliverer of his country ; and the eyes and wiflies of the people
'3^1—1370.

were turned towards an hero who fuiFered in their caufe. The

chiefs of the law and of the army had pledged their falvation to

fupport him with their lives and fortunes ; but in the hour of

danger they were filent and afraid j and, after waiting feven days on

the hills of Samarcand, he retreated to the defert with only fixty

^ After relating fome falfe and foolifh Hudfon's Minor Greek Geographers,

tales of Tiraour ZiHf, Arabfliah is compelled '° See his nativity in Dr. Hyde (Syntagma
to fpeak truth, and to own him for a kinf- Diflertat. torn. ii. p. 466. )i as it was call by

man of Zingis, per mulieres (as he peevifiily the allrologers of his grandfon Ulugh Beg.

adds) laqueos Satanx (pars i. c. i . p. 25.). He was born A. D. 133'i, April 9, 11° 57'

The teftimcny of Abulghazl Khan (P.ii. c. 5. P.M. lat. 36. I know not whether they

P. V. c. 4.) is clear, unqueilionable, and de- can prove the great conjundlion of the planets

ciiive. from whence, like other conqaerors and
* According to one of the pedigrees, the prophets, Timour derived the furname of

fourth anceftorof Zingis, and the ninth of Ti- Saheb Keran, or mailer of the conjunctions

mour, were brothers ; and they agreed, that (Bibiiot. Orient, p. 878.).

the pofterity of the elder ihould fucceed to the " In the Inftltutions of Timoar, thefefub-

dignity of khan, and that the def^endants jeils of the khan of Kalhgur are mollimpro-

cf the younger Ihould fill the office of their perly ftyled Ouzbeg?, or Uzbeks, a name
minifter and general. This tradition was at which belongs to another branch and cojn-

leaft convenient to jullify the/r/? fteps of Ti- try of Tartars (Abulghazi, P.v.c.5. P. vii.

mout's ambition (Iniiitutions, p. 24, 25. c. 5.). Could I be fure that this word is in

from the MS. fragments of Timour's hiftory). the Turkiih original, 1 would boldly pro-

9 See the preface of Sherefcddin, and nounce, that the InftitutioRS were framed a

Abulfeda's Geography (Chorafmiee, &c. De- century after the death of Timour, fince the

fcripcio, p. 60, 61.), in the iL* volume of ellabliihment of the Uzbeks in Tranfoxiana.

1

6

boriemeB»
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C A P. horfemen. The fugitives were overtaken by a tlioufand Getes,

whom he repulfed with incredible ilaughter, and his enemies

were forced to exclaim, " Timom• is a wonderful man : fortune

" and the divine favour are with him." But in this bloody adion

his own followers were reduced to ten, a number which was foon

diminiihed by the defertion of three Carizmians. He wandered in

the defert with his wife, feven companions, and four horfes ; and

- fixty-two days was he plunged in a loathfome dungeon, from whence

he efcaped by his own courage, and the remorfe of the oppreifor.

After fwimming the broad and rapid ftream of the Jihoon, or Oxus,

he led, during fome months, the life of a vagrant and outlaw, on

the borders of the adjacent ftates. But his fame flione brighter in

adverfity ; he learned to diftinguifh the friends of his perfon, the

aflbciates of his fortune, and to apply the various charaders of men

for their advantage, and above all for his own. On his return to

his native country, Timour was fucceffively joined by the parties of

his confederates, who anxioufly fought him in the defert ; nor can I

refufe to defcribe, in his pathetic fimplicity, one of their fortunate

encounters. He prefented himfelf as a guide to three chiefs, who

were at the head of feventy horfe. " When their eyes fell upon
*• me," fays Timour, " they were overwhelmed with joy ; and they

" alighted from their horfes ; and they came and kneeled ; and they

*' kified my ilirrup. I alfo came down from my horfe, and took

*' each of them in my arms. And I put my turban on the head

** of the firil chief; and my girdle, rich in jewels and wrought

*' with gold, I bound on the loins of the fecond ; and the third, I

*' clothed in my own coat. And they wept, and I wept alfo
;

** and the hour of prayer was arrived, and we prayed. And we
*' mounted our horfes, and came to my dwelling ; and I colleded

" my people, and made a feaft." His trufty bands were foon en-

creafed by the braveft of the tribes ; he led them againft a fuperior

foe ; and after fome viciifitudes of war, the Getes were finally driven

from
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from the kingdom cf Tranfoxiana, lie had done much for his C A i\

own glory ; but much remained to be done, much art to be exerted, ' ^—^
and Ibme blood to be fpilt, before he could teach his equals to obey

him as their mailer. The birth and power of emir Houflcin com-

pelled him to accept a vicious and unworthy colleague, whofe fifter

was the heft beloved of his wives. Their union was ihort and

jealous ; but the policy of Timour, in their frequent quarrels, ex-

pofed his rival to the reproach of injuftice and perfidy : and, after

a final defeat, HouiTein was ilain by fome fagacious friends,

who prefumed, for the laft time, to difobey the commands of

their lord. At the age of thirty-four "', and in a general diet or cou-

rouhai^ he was invefted with Imperial command, but he aiFedled to

revere the houfe of Zingis ; and while the emir Timour reigned He afcends

over Zagatai and the Eaft, a nominal khan ferved as a private of- Zagatai,

ficer in the armies of his fervant. A fei-tile kingdom, five hundred ^ ( '^'^^*

miles in length and in breadth, might have fatisfied the ambition of

a fubjecft j but Timour afpired to the dominion of the world ; and

before his death, the crown of Zagatai was one of the twenty-feven

crowns which he had placed on his head. Without expatiating on

the vidories of thirty-five campaigns ; without defcribing the lines

of march, which he repeatedly traced over the continent of Afia;

I fhall briefly reprefent his conqueils in, I. Perfia, II. Tartary, and,.

III. India '\ and from thence proceed to the more inierefting nar-

rative of his Ottoman war.

I. For every war, a motive of fafety or revenge, of honour or His con-

zeal, of right or convenience, may be readily found in the jurifpru- a.'d.
1370— 1400,,

dence of conquerors. No fooner had Timour re-united to the pa- i. ofPerfta*
).

'393.-
trimony of Zagatai the dependent countries of Carizme and Can- ,8ol_,l

'* The!" bookofSherefeddin is employed dark coloiring of Arabfliah, P. i. c. i— 12.

on the private life of the hero; anil he himfelf, '^ The conquelis of Perfia, Tartary, and
or his fecretary (inllitutiuns, p. 3—77.), en- India, are reprefcnted in the ii'* and iii'*

larges w:ih pi ifure on the thirieen defigns books of Sherefeddin, and by Arabihah, c. 13

and enterprifes which moil truly conllitute his —5;. Confult the excellent Indexes to the

ferj'onal nieric. It even Ihines through the Inftitutions.

1

8

dahar,
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C I-I A P. ilafhar, than he turned his eyes towards the kingdoms of Iran or
1 XV

c—v-l-' Perfia. From the Oxus to the Tigris, that extenilve country was

left without a lawful fovereign fuice the death of Aboufaid, the laft

of the defcendants of the great Holacou. Peace and juftice had been

baniihed from the land above forty years ; and the Mogul invader

might feem to liften to the cries of an oppreiTed people. Their petty

tyrants might have oppofed him with confederate arms : they fepa-

rately flood, and fucceiiively fell ; and the difference of their fate

was only marked by the promptitude of fubmiiTion or the obflinacy

of refiflance. Ibrahim, prince of Shirwan or Albania, kiffed the

footftool of the Imperial throne. His peace- offerings of filks, horfes,

and jewels, were compofed, according to the Tartar fafliion, each

article of nine pieces ; but a critical fpe£tator obferved, that there

were only eight ilaves. " I myfelf am the ninth," replied Ibrahim,

who was prepared for the remark ; and his flattery was rewarded by

the Imile of Timour'*. Shah Manfour, prince of Fars, or the proper

Perfia, was one of the leafl powerful, but moil dangerous, of his ene-

mies. In a battle under the walls of Shiraz, he broke, with three or

four thoufand foldiers, the coul or main-body of thirty thoufand

horfe, where the emperor fought in perfon. No more than fourteen

or fifteen guards remained near the ftandard of Timour : he flood firm

as a rock, and received on his helmet two weighty flrokes of a fcyme-

tar" : the Moguls rallied j the head of Manfour was thrown at his

feet, and he declared his efleem of the valour of a foe, by extirpa-

ting all the males of fo intrepid a race. From Shiraz, his troops ad-

vanced to the Perfian gulf ; and the richnefs and weaknefs of

Ormuz '^ were difplayed in an annual tribute of fix hundred thou-

fand

' The reverence of the Tartars for the haps Sherefeddin (1. iii. c. 25.) has magnified

myfterious number of nine, is declared by his courage.

Abulghazi Khan,' who, for that reafon, di- " The hiftory of Ormuzis not unlike that

ides his Genealogical Hiftory into nine parts, of Tyre. The old city, on the continent,

' AccordingtoArab(hah(P.i.c.28.p.i83.), was d«ftroyed by the Tartars, and renewed

the coward Timour ran away to his tent, in a neighbouring iiland without freih water

and hid himfelf from the purfuit of Shah or vegetation. The kings of Ormuz, rich

Manfour under the women's garments. Per- in the Indian trade and the pearl fifliery,

poiTefled
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fand dinars of gold. Bagdad was no longer the city of peace, the C A p.

feat of the caliphs ; but the nobleft conqueil of Houlacou could not < r-^
be overlooked by his ambitious fucceffor. The whole courfe of the

Tigris and Euphrates, from the mouth to the fources of thofe rivers,

was reduced to his obedience : he entered EdeiTa ; and the Turk-

mans of the black iheep were chaftifed for the facrilegious pillage of

a caravan of Mecca. In the mountains of Georgia, the native Chrif-

tians ftill braved the law and the fword of Mahomet ; by three ex-

peditions he obtained the merit of the gazie^ or holy war ; and the

prince of Teflis became his profelyte and friend.

II. A iuft retaliation miffht be ursied for the invafion of Turkeftan, H• Of
. . r •

Turkeftan,

or the eaftern Tartary. The dignity of Timour could not endure A. D.

the impunity of the Getes : he paifed the Sihoon, fubdued the king- ~ ^'

dom of Caihgar, and marched feven times into the heart of their

country. His moil diftant camp was two months journey, or four

hundred and eighty leagues to the north-eaft of Samarcand ; and his

emirs, who traverfed the river Irtiih, engraved in the forefts of Si-

beria a rude memorial of their exploits. The conqueft of Kipzak,

or the weftern Tartary '', was founded on the double motive of aid-

ing the diftreiTed, and chailifmg the ungrateful. Todtamifli, a fu-

gitive prince, was entertained and protedted in his court : the am-

baifadors of Aurufs Khan were difmifled with an haughty deniail,

and followed on the fame day by the armies of Zagatai ; and their

fuccefs eftabliihed Todlamifh in the Mogul empire of the north.

But after a reign of ten years, the new khan forgot the merits and

the ftrength of his benefa£lor ; the bafe ufurper, as he deemed him,

poiTeiTed large territories both in Perfia and and the Itineraries inferted in the i" volurae

Arabia; but they were at firft the tributaries of Ramufio, of Ludovico Barthema (1503),

of the fultans of Kerman, and at lail were fol. 167. of Andrea Corfali (1517)1 fol. :02,

delivered (A. D. 1505) by the Portuguefe 203, and of Odoardo Barbefla (in 15 16), fol.

tyrants from the tyranny of their own vizirs 31 j

—

31S.)•

(Marco Polo, 1. i. c. 15, 16. fol. 7, 8. " Arabihah had travelled into Kipzak,

Abulfeda Geograph. tabul. jti. p. z6i, 262. and acquired a fingular knowledge of the

an original Chronicle of Ormuz, in Texeira, geography, cities, and revolutions, of that

or Stevens* Hiilory of Perfia, p. 376—416. northern region (P. i. c. 45—49.)•

Vol. VI. X x of
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C A p. of the facred rights of the houfe of Zingis. Through the gates of

> „ I Derbend, he entered Perfia at the head of ninety thoufand horfe

;

with the innumerable forces of Kipzak, Bulgaria, Circaifia, and

RuiEa, he pafied the Sihoon, burnt the palaces of Tiinour, and com-

pelled him, amidft the winter fnows, to contend for Samarcand and

of Kipzak, his life. After a mild expoftulation and a glorious vidory, the em-

a.'d. peror refolved on revenge; and by the eaft, and the weft, of the

^'" Cafpian, and the Volga, he twice invaded Kipzak with fuch mighty

powers, that thirteen miles were raeafured from his right to his left

wing. In a march of five months, they rarely beheld the footfteps

of man ; and their daily fubfiftence was often trufted to the fortune

of the chace. At length the armies encountered each other ; but

the treachery of the ftandard-bearer, who, in the heat of adion, rer-

verfed the Imperial ftarulard of Kipzak, determined the vidory of

the Zagatais ; and Todtamifli (I fpeak the language of the inftitutions)

gave the tribe of Touihi to the wind of defolation '^ He fled to the

Chriftian duke of Lithuania ; again returned to the banks of the

Volga ; and, after fifteen battles with a domeftic rival,, at laft periflied

in the wilds of Siberia. The purfuit of a flying enemy carried

Timour into the tributary provinces of Ruflia : a duke of the

reigning family was made prifoner amidft the ruins of his capital;,

and Yeletz, by the pride and ignorance of the Orientals, might

eafily be confounded with the genuine metropolis of the nation.

Mofcow trembled at the approach of the Tartar, and the refiftance

would have been feeble, iince the hopes of the Ruffians were placed

in a miraculous image of the Virgin, to whofe protedion they

afcribed the cafual and voluntary retreat of the conqueror. Ambi-

tion and prudence recalled him to- the South, the defolate country

was exhaufted, and the Mogul foldiers were enriched with an im-

" Inftitutions of Timour, p. 123. 125. (I. lii. c. 12, 13, 14.)', who was ignorant of

Mr. White, the editor, bellows fome animad- the defigns of Timour, and the true fprings-

yerfiononthefuperEcialaccountof Sherefeddin of adioni

r menib:



OV THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 339

menfc fpoil of precious furs, of linen of Antioch ", and of ingots C H^ A P.

of gold and filver ". On the banks of the Don, or Tanais, he re- < «——

'

ceived an humble deputation from the confuls and merchants of

Egypt ", Venice, Genoa, Catalonia, and Bifcay, who occupied the

commerce and city of Tana, or Azoph, at the mouth of the river.

They offered their gifts, admired his magnificence, and trufted his

royal word. But the peaceful vifit of an emir, who explored the

ftate of the magazines and harbour, was fpeedily followed by the

deftruaive prefence of the Tartars. The city was reduced to aihes

;

the Moflems were pillaged and difmiiTed ; but all the Chriftians, who

had not fled to their ihips, were condemned either to death or

flavery ". Revenge prompted him to burn the cities of Serai and

Aftrachan, the monuments of rifmg civilization ; and his vanity pro-

claimed, that he had penetrated to the region of perpetual daylight,

a ftrange phenomenon, which authorifed his Mahometan doctors to

difpenfe with the obligation of evening prayer ".

II . AVhen Timour firft propofed to his princes and emirs the In- i'^• Of"

Hindoftan,

vafion of India or Hindoftan **, he was anfwered by a murmur of a, d.

i-r 1398' 399•
difcontent:

•' The furs of Rirffia «re more credible

than the ingots. But the linen of Antioch

has never been famous; and Antioch was in

ruins, fufpedl that it was feme manufac-

ture of Europe, which the Hanfe merchants

had imported by the way of Novogorcd.
" M. Levefque (Hift. de Ruflie, torn. li.

p. /247. Vie de Timour, p. 64— 67. be-

fore the Fr^'nch verfion of the Inftitutes)

has correded the error of Sherefeddin, and

marked the true limit of Tiraour's conquefts.

His arguments are fuperfluous, and a fimple

appeal to the Ruffian Annals is fufficient to

prove that Mofcow, which fix years before

had been taken by Toclamiih, efcaped the

arms of a more formidable invader.

'•' An Egyptian conful from Grand Cairo,

is mentioned in Barbaro's voyage to Tana
in 1436, afier the city had been rebuilt (Ra-

mufio, torn. ii. fol.gz.).

*^ The fack of Azoph is defcribed by She- (p. 129

X X 2

refeddin (1. iii. c. 55.) ; and much more par-

ticularly by the author of an Italian chronicle

(Andreas de Redufiis de Quero, in Chron.

Tarvifiano, in Muratori Script. Rerum Itali-

carum, torn. xix. p. 802—805.). He had
converfed with the Miani;, two Venetian

brothers, one of whom had been fent a de-

puty to the camp of Timour, and the other

had lofl af Azoph three Ions and izjooo du-

cats.

^^ Sherefeddin only fays (1. iii. c• 13.)^

that ths rays of the fetting, and thofe of the

rifing fun, were fcarcely feparated by any

inteA'al; a problem which may be foived in

the latitude of Mofcow (the ^O^ degree), with

the aid of the Aurora Borealis, and a long

fummer twilight. But a of forty days

(Khondemir apud d'Herbeloc, p. 8S0.) would

rigoroufly confine as within the polar circle.

'* For the Indian war, fee the InlHtut^oni

39.), the fourth book wf ijhere-

ftddJBi
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difcontent :
" The rivers ! and the mountains and deferts ! and the

" foldiers clad in armour ! and the elephants, deftroyers, of men !"

But the difpleafure of the emperor was more dreadful than all thefe

terrors ; and his fuperior reafon was convinced, that an enterprife of

fuch tremendous afpedl was fafe and eafy in the execution. He was

informed by his fpies of the weaknefs and anarchy of Hindoftan :

the Soubahs of the provinces had ereded the ftandard of rebellion ;

and the perpetual infancy of fultan Mahmood was defpil'ed even in

the haram of Delhi. The Mogul army moved in three great divi-

lions : and Timour obferves with plealure, that the ninety-two

fquadrons of a thoufand horfe moft fortunately correfponded with

the ninety-two names or epithets of the prophet Mahomet. Between

the Jihoon and the Indus, they croiTed one of the ridges of moun-

tains, which are ilyled by the Arabian geographers The ilony girdles

of the earth. The highland robbers were fubdued or extirpated ;

but great numbers of men and horfes perifhed in the fnow ; the

emperor himfelf was let down a precipice on a portable fcaiFold, the

'

ropes were one hundred and fifty cubits in length ; and, before he

could reach the bottom, this dangerous operation was five times re-

peated. Timour crofled the Indus at the ordinary pafiage of Attok;

and fucceffively traverfed, in the footfteps of Alexander, the Punjab^

or five rivers *', that fall into the mafter-ftream. From Attok to

Delhi, the high road meafures no more than fix hundred miles ; but

the two conquerors deviated to the fouth-eaft ; and the motive of

Timour was to join his grandfon, who had atchieved by his com-

mand the conqueft of Moultan. On the eaftern bank of the Hy-

phafis, on the edge of the defert, the Macedonian hero halted and

wept : the Mogul entered the defert, reduced the fortrefs of Batnir,

and ftood in arms before the gates of Delhi, a great and flourlihing

feddjn, and the hiftory of Feriihta (in Dow, down for the firft time with truth and accu-

vol. ii. p. I— 20.), which throws a general racy in Major Rennel's incomparable map of

light on the afiairs of Hindoftan. Hindoftan. In his Critical Memoir, he il-

'5 The rivers of the Punjab, the five luftrates with judgment and learning the

eaftern branches of the Indus, have been laid marches of Alexander and Timour.

city,
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citv. which had fubfifted three centuries under the dominion of the C A P.
'^'

. LXV.
Mahometan kings. The fiege, more efpecially of the caftle, might < »-—

»

have been a work of time ; but he tempted, by the appearance of

weaknefs, the fultan Mahmoud and his vizir to defcend into the

plain, with ten thoufand cuiraffiers, forty thoufand of his foot-guards,

and one hundred and twenty elephants, whofe tuflcs are faid to have

been armed with iliarp and poifoned daggers. Againft thefe mon-

fters, or rather againft the imagination of his troops, he conde-

fcended to ufe fome extraordinary precautions of fire and a ditch,

of iron fpikes and a rampart of bucklers ; but the event taught the

Moguls to fmile at their own fears ; and, as foon as thefe unwieldy

animals were routed, the inferior fpecies (the men of India) dif-

appeared from the field. Timour made his triumphal entry into the

capital of Hindoftan ; and admired, with a view to imitate, the

architedlure of the ftately mofch ; but the order or licence of a ge-

neral pillage and maflacre polluted the feftival of his victory. He
refolved to purify his foldiers in the blood of the idolaters, or Gen-

toos, who ftill furpafs, in the proportion of ten to one, the numbers

of the Moilems. In this pious defign, he advanced one hundred

miles to the north-eaft of Delhi, pafled the Ganges, fought feveral

battles by land and water, and penetrated to the famous rock of

Coupele, the ftatue of the cow, that fecms to difcharge the'mighty

river, whofe fource is far diftant among the mountains of Thibet ".

His return was along the ikirts of the northern hills ; nor could this

rapid campaign of one year juftify the ftrange forefight of his emirs,

that their children in a warm climate would degenerate into a race

of Hindoos.

" The two great rivers, the Ganges and rampooter is a late difcovery, while his bro-
Burrampooter, rife in Thibet, from the op- ther Ganges has been the theme of ancient
pofite ridges of the fame hills, feparate from and modern ftory. Co.upele, the fcene of
each other to the diftance of 1200 miles, Timour's laft viftory, muft be fituate near

and, after a winding courfc of 2000 miles, Loldong, 1 100 miles from Calcutta; and, in

again meet in one point near the gulf of Ben- J774, a Britiih camp! (Rennel's Memoir,
gal. Yet fo capricious is Fame, that the Bur- p• 7. 59. 90, 91. 99.

It
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^
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^* ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ banks of the Ganges that Timour was informed,

» .-—
' by his fpeedy meflengers, of the diilurbances which had arifen on

His war r /-^ •

againftfultan the conhnes of Georgia and Anatolia, of the revolt of the Chrif-

a!d!\oo, tians, and the ambitious defigns of the fultaa Bajazet. His vigour
September!, ^f nainj ^nd body was not impaired by fixty-three years, and in-

numerable fatigues ; and, after enjoying fome ti'anquil months in the

palace of Samarcand, he proclaimed a new expedition of feven years

into the weftern countries of Afia ". To the foldiers who had ferved

in the Indian war, he granted the choice of remaining at home or

following their prince ; but the troops of all the provinces and king-

doms of Perfia were commanded to affemble at Ifpahan, and wait the

arrival of the Imperial ftandard. It was firil dire£ted againft the

Chriftians of Georgia, who were ftrong only in their rocks, their

caftles, and the winter feafon ; but thefe obftacles were overcome by

the zeal and perfeverance of Timour: the rebels fubmitted to the

tribute or the Koran ; and if both religions boafted of their martyrs,

that jname is more juftly due to the Chriftian prifoners, who were

ofiered the choice of abjuration or death. On his defcent from

the hills, the emperoj gave audience to the firft ambafiadors of Ba-

jazet, and opened the hoftile correfpondence of complaints and me-

naces ; which fermented two years before the final explofion. Be-

tween two jealous and haughty neighbours, the motives of quarrel

will feldom be wanting. The Mogul and Ottoman conquefts now

touched each other in the neighbourhood of Erzerum, and the

Euphrates ; nor had the doubtful limit been afcertained by time and

treaty. Each of thefe ambitious monarchs might accufe his rival of

violating his territory ; of threatening his vaflals ; and proteding his

rebels ; and, by the name of rebels, each underftood the fugitive

princes, whofe kingdoms he had ufurped, and vvhofe life or liberty

he implacably purfued. The refemblance of character was ilill more

*' See the Inflitutions, p. 141. to the end — 16.), to the entrance of Timour into

of the i" booli, and Sherefeddin (1. v. c. i Syria.

dangerous
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danp-erous than the oppofition of intereft ; and in their vidorious chap.
. . • LXV

career, Timour was impatient of an equal, and Bajazet was ignorant >_ -, _f

of a fuperior. The firft epiille " of the Mogul emperor muft have

provoked, inilead of reconciling the Turkifli fultan ; whole family

and nation he aiFe£led to defpife '". " Doft thou not know, that tlie

" greateft part of Afia is fubjedl to our arms and our laws ? that our

" invincible forces extend from one fea to the other ? that the po-

" tentates of the earth form a line before our gate ? and that we
" have compelled fortune herfelf to watch over the profperity of our

" empire I What is the foundation of thy infolence and folly ?

" Thou haft fought fome battles in the woods of Anatolia ; con-

" temptible trophies ! Thou haft obtained fome vidlories over the

*' Chriftians of. Europe ; thy fword was blefled by the apoftle of

** God ; and thy obedience to the precept of the Koran, in waging
*' war againft the infidels, is the fole confideration that prevents us

" from deftroying thy country, the frontier and bulwark of the

" Moilem world. Be wife in time ; refledt ; repent ; and avert the

" thunder of our vengeance, which is yet fufpended over thy head,

** Thou art no more than a pifmire j why wHt thou feek to provoke

" the elephants? Alas, they will trample thee under their feet/* la

his replies, Bajazet poured forth the indignation of a foul which

was deeply ftung by fueh unufual contempt. After retorting the

bafeft reproaches on the thief and rebel of the defert, the Ottoman

recapitulates his boafted vidories in Iran, Touran, and the Indies ; ,

and labours to prove, that Timour had never triumphed unlefs by

*' We have three copies of thefe hoftile '- The Mogul emir diftirguiihes hirtrielf

epiftles in the Inilitutions (p. 147•)» '" ^^^• and liis countrymen by the nr.me of Turis-,

refeddin (1. v. c. 14.), and in Arablhah and ftigmatifes the race and nation of Bajazet

(torn. ii. c. 19. p. 183— 201.); which agree with the Icfs honourable epithet of TurAmans.

with each other in the fpirit and fubftance Yet I do not underiland how the Ottomans
rather than in the ftyle. It is probable, that could be defcended from a Turkman failor;

they have been tranflated, with various lati- thofe inland ihepherds were fo remote from

tude, from the Turkiih original into the the fea» and all maritime affairs.

Ajabic and Perfian tongues.

his
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C II A P. his own perfidy and the vices of his foes. " Thy armies are in-

V-

—

^——/ " numerable : be they fo ; but what are the arrows of the flying

" Tartar againfl: the fcymetars and battle-axes of my firm and in-

*' vincible Janizaries? I will guard the princes who have implored

" my protection : feek them in my tents. The cities of Arzingan

*' and Erzeroum are mine, and unlefs the tribute be duly paid, I

*' will demand the arrears under the walls of Tauris and Sultania.'*

The ungovernable rage of the fultan at length betrayed him to an

infult of a more domeftic kind. " If I fly from thy arms," faid he,

*' inay my wives be thrice divorced from my bed : but if thou hail

*' not courage to meet me in the field, mayeft thou again receive thy

*' wives after they have thrice endured the embraces of a ftranger^°."

Any violation by word or deed of the fecrecy of the Haram is an

unpardonable offence among the Turkiih nations"; and the poli-

tical quarrel of the two monarchs was embittered by private and per-

fonal refentment. Yet in his firft expedition, Timour was fatisfied

with the fiege and deftrudlion of Siwas or Sebafte, a ilrong city on

the borders of Anatolia ; and he revenged the indifcretion of the

Ottoman, on a garrifon of four thoufand Armenians, who were

buried alive for the brave and faithful difcharge of their duty. As a

•Mufulman he feemed to refpett the pious occupation of Bajazet, who
was fl:ill engaged in the blockade of Conftantinople : and after this

falutary leffon, the Mogul conqueror checked his purfuit, and turned

Timour in- afide to the invafion of Syria and Egypt. In thefe tranfadlions, the

A. D. upo. Ottoman prince, by the Orientals, and even by Timour, is ft;yled

^° According to the Koran (c. 2. p. 27. fecond before his face (Rycaut's State of the .

and Sale's Difcourfes, p. 134.). a Muful- Octoman Empire, 1. ii. c. 21.)•

man who haJ thrice divorced his wife (who ^' The common delicacy of the Orientals,

had thrice repeated the words of a divorce), in never fpeaiiing of their women, is afcribed

could not take her again, till after flie had in a much higher degree by Arabiliah to

been married /, and repudiated ^, another the Turkiih nations; and it is remarkable

hufband: an ignominious tranfaiVion, which enough, that Chaicondyles (1. ii. p• 55•)
it is needlefs to aggravate by fuppofing, that had fome knowledge of the prejudice, and

the iiril huiband mull fee her enjoyed by a the infult.

7 " the
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tht)• of Roim, the Cscfarofthe Romans: a title which, bv a CHAP.
LXV

fmall anticipation, might be given to a monarch who pofleiled the r

provinces, and threatened the city, of the lucceflbrs of Conftan-

tine".

The military republic of the Mamalukes ftill reigned in Egypt and

5yria : but the dynafty of the Turks was overthrown by that of the

Circailians"; and their favourite Barkok, from a Have and a prifoner,

was raifed and reftored to the throne. In the mid ft of rebellion

and difcord, he braved the menaces, correfponded with the ene-

mies, and detained the ambafiadors, of the Mogul, who patiently

expected his deceafe, to revenge the crimes of the father on th&

feeble reign of his fon Farage. The Syrian emirs ^* were aflembled

at Aleppo to repel the invafion : they confided in the fame and dif-

cipline of the Mamalukes, in the temper of their fwords and lances

of the pureft fteel of Damafcus, in the ftrength of their walled citief,

and in the populoufnefs of fixty thoufand villages : and inftead of

fuftaining a fiege, they threw open their gates, and arrayed their

forces in the plain. But thefe forces were not cemented by virtue

and union ; and fome powerful emirs had been feduced to defert or

•betray their more loyal companions. Timour's front was covered

with a line of Indian elephants, whofe turrets were filled with archers

and Greek fire : the rapid evolutions of his cavahy completed the

difmay and diforder ,; the Syrian crowds fell back on each other

;

many thoufands were ftifled or ilaughtered in the entrance of the

great flreet ; the Moguls entered\ the fugitives j and, after a

^* For the ftyleof the Moguls, fee the In- fadls to our co.T.mon liock of materials,

ftitutions (p. 131. 147. )> and for the Per- ^* for thefe recent and domelHc tranfac-

fians, the Bibliotheque Orientale (p. 882.)

:

tions, Arablhah, though a partial, is a cre-

but I do not find that the title of Casfar has dible, witnefs (torn. i. c. 64—68. torn. ii.

ieen applied by the Arabians, or aflumed by c. i— 14•)• Timour mull have been odiotjs

the Ottomans themfelves. toaSyri.iiii but the notoriety of fails would
^' See the reigns of Barkok and Pharadc-?, have obliged him, in fome mcafure, to refpeft

in M. de Guignes (torn. iv. 1. xxii.), who, his ensmy and himfelf. His bitters may cor-

from the Arabic texts of Aboulmahafen, reft the lufcious fwects of Sherefeddin (1. v.

Ebn Schounah, and Aintabi, has added fome c. 17—29.J.

Vol. VL Y v ihort
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CHAP, ihort defence, the citadel, the impregnable citadel of Aleppo, wa&

i_ —,-'_i• furrendered by cowardice or treachery. Among the fuppliants and

po^
^ ^^'

captives, Timour diitinguiihed the dodors of the law, whom he
A. D. 1400,

ji^vited to the dangerous honour of a perfonal conference^'. The

Mogul prince was a zealous Mufulman ; but his PeriTan fchools had

taught him to revere the memory of Ali and Hofain ; and he had

imbibed a deep prejudice againfi: the Syrians, as the enemies of the

fon of the daughter of the apoftle of God. To thefe dodlors he

propofed a captious queftion, which the cafuifts of Bochara, Saraar-

cand, and Herat, were incapable of refolvtng. " Who are the true

" martyrs, of thofe who are flain cm my fide, or on that of my
" enemies ?" But he was filenced, or fatisfied, by the dexterity of

one of the cadhis of Aleppo, who replied, in the words of Mahomet

himfelf, that the motive, not the enfign, conftitutes the martyr;

and that the Moflems of either party, who fight only for the glory

of God, may deferve that facred appellation. The true fucceffion of

the caliphs was a controverfy of a ftill more delicate nature and the

franknefs of a doctor, too honeft for his fituatlon, provoked the

emperor to exclaim, ^ Ye are as falfe as thofe of Damafcus : Moa-

" wiyah was an ufurper, Yezid a tyrant, and Ali alone is the law-

" ful fucceiTor of the prophet." A prudent explanation reftored

his tranquillity ; and he paifed to a more familiar topic of coaverfa-

tion. " What is your age?" faid he to the cadhi. " Fifty years."

—" It would be the age of my eldeft fon: you fee me here (con-

" tinued Timour) a poor, lame, decrepit mortal. Yet by my arm
" has the Almighty been pleafed to fubdue the kingdoms of Iran,

" Touran, and the Indies. I am not a man of blood ; and God is

*' my witnefs, that in all my wars I have never been the aggreiTor,

" and that my enemies have alvv^ays been the authors of their own
" calamity." During this peaceful converfation, the ftreets of AlejJpo

^' Thefe intereftingconverfatlons appear to rian Ebn Schounah, a principal aflor. Yet

have been copied by Arabihah (torn. i. c.6S. how could he be alive feventy- five years after-

p. 625— 645.) from the cadhi and Lillg- wards (d'Herbelot, p. 792.)?

8 ftreamed
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ftrcamed wiih blood, and re-echoed with the cries of mothers and ^ HA P.

children, with the llirieks of violated virgins. The rich plunder that ,- -f

was abandoned to his foldicrs might ftimulate their avarice
; but

their cruelty was enforced by the peremptory command of producing

an adequate number of heads, which, according to his cuftom, were

curiouJly piled in columns and pyramids: the Mogids celebrated the

feaft of vidory, while the furviving Moilems palTed the night in

tears and in chains. I ihall not dwell on the march of the de-

ftroyer from Aleppo to Damafcus, where he was rudely encountered,

and almoft overthrown, by the armies of Egypt, A retrograde mo-

tion was imputed to his dlftrefs and defpair : one of his nephews de-

ferted to the enemy ; and Syria rejoiced in the tale of his defeat,

when the fultan was driven by the revolt of the Mamalukes to efcape

Avhh precipitation and ihame to his palace of Cairo. Abandoned by

their prince, the ialiabitants of Damafcus ftill defended their walls

;

and Timour confented to raife the fiege, if they would adorn his re-

treat with a gift or ranfom; each article of nine pieces. Birt no fooner

had he introduced himfelf into the city, under colour of a truce,

than he perfidiouily violated the treaty ; impofed a contribution of Damafcns,

ten millions of gold ; and animated hi^ troops to chaftife the poile- januaryfjl*

rity of thofe Syrians who had executed, or approved, the murder

of the grandfon of Mahomet. A family which had given honour-

able burial to the head of Hofein, and a colony of artificers whom
he fent to labour at Samarcand, were alone referved in the general

maflacre ; and, after a period of feven centuries, Damafcus was re-

•duced to afhes, becaufe a Tartar was moved by religious zeal to

nverige the blood of an Arab. The loiTes and fatigues of the cam-

paign obliged Timour to renounce the conqueft of Palcftine and

Egypt ; but ia liis return to the Euphrates, he delivered Aleppo to

the flames
; and juftified his pious motive by the pardon and reward

of two thoufand feSi^-ies of Ali, who were defirous to vifit the tomb

«f his fon. I have expatiated on tlie perfonal anecdotes which

y 2 iTiark
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C HAP. mark the charader of the Mogul hero ; but I ihall bViefiy mention^*,

v_.

—

; that he ereded the ruins of Bagdad a pyramid of ninety thoufand

A.D. 1401,' heads; again vifited Georgia ; encamped on the banks of Araxes

;

^" ^ ^2" and proclaimed his refolution of marching againfh the Ottoman em-

peror. Confcious of the importance of the war, he colleded h'li

forces from every province ; eight hundred thoufand men were en-

rolled on his military lift " ; but the fplendid commands of five, and

ten, thoufand horfe, may be rather expreffive of the rank and pen-

fion of the chiefs, than of the genuine number of effea;ive foldiers ^'.

In the pillage of Syria, the Moguls had acquired immenfe riches: but

the delivery of their pay and arrears for feven years, more firmly

attached them to the Imperial ftandard.

Invades Ana- During this diverfion of the Mogul arms, Bajazet had two years-

A.D. 1402. to colled his forces for a more ferious encounter. They confifted

of four hundred thoufand horfe and foot '', whofe merit and fidelity

were of an unequal complexion. We may difcriminate the Janizaries

who have been gradually raifed to an eftabliHiment of forty thoufand

men ; a national cavalry, the Spahis of modern times |• twenty thou-

fand cuiraiTiers of Europe, clad in black and impenetrable armour
|

the troops of Anatolia, whofe princes had taken refuge in the camp

of Timour, and a colony of Tartars, whom he had driven from

^* The marches and occupations of Ti- ad Chalcondyl. 1. iii. p. 82.). Timour, in

mour between the Syrian and Ottoman wars, his Inftitutions, has- not deigned to calculate

are reprefented by Slierefeddin (I. v. c. 29 his troops, his fubjefts, or his revenues.

— 43.) and Arablhah (tom. ii. c. 15—18.)• ^s ^ ^[^^ latitude of non effedives was
^' This number of 800,000 was extrafled allowed by the Great Mogul for his own.

by Arabfhah, or rather by Ebn Schounah, pride and the benefit of his oiEcers. Ber-
ex rationario Timuri, on the faith of a Cariz- nier's patron was Penge-Hazari, commander
mian officer (tom. i. c. 68. p. 617.); and it of 5000 horfe; of which he maintained no
is remarkable enough, that a Greek hillorian more than 500 (Voyages, torn. i. p. 288,289.).
(Phranza, 1, i. c. 29.) adds no more than w Timour himfelf fixes at 4^0,000 men
20,000 men. Poggius reckons 1,000,000; the Ottoman army (Inftitutions, p. 153.)^
another Latin contemporary (Chron. Tarvi- jvhich is reduced to 150,000 by Phranza
iianum, apud Muratori, tom. xix. p. 800.) (1. i. c. 29.), and fvvelled by the Germaa
1, 100,000; andtheenormousfumof 1,600,000 foldier to 1,400,000. Jt is evident, that the
is attefted by a German foldier, who was Moguls were the more numerous,
prefent at the battle of Angora (Leunclav.

9 Kipzak,



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 349

Kipzak, and to whom Bajazet had affigned a fettlement in the C ^ P.

plains of Adrianople. The fearlefs confidence of the fiiltan urged ' « '

him to meet his antagonift ; and, as if he had chofen that fpot for

revenge, he difplayed his banners near the ruins of the unfortunate

Suvds. In the mean while, Timour moved from the Araxes through

the countries of Armenia and Anatolia : his boldnefs was fecured

by the wifeft precautions ; his fpeed was guided by order and dif-

cipline j and the woods» the mountains, and the rivers, were dili-

gently explored by the flying fquadrons, who marked his road and

preceded his ftandard. Firm in his plan of fighting in the heart of

the Ottoman kingdom, he avoided their camp ; dextrouily inclined-

to the left; occupied Caefarea j traverfed the fait defert and the river

Halys ; and inveiled Angora : while the fultart, immoveable and

ignorant in his poft, compared the Tartar fwiftnefs to the crawling

of a fnail
^^

: he returned on the wings of indignation to the relief of

Angora : and as both generals were alike impatient for adion, the Battle of

r •
Angora,

plains round that city were the fcene of a memorable battle, which a.d. 1402

has Immortalifed the glory of Timour and the fhame of Bajazet.

For this fignal vidtory, the Mogul emperor was indebted to himfelf,

to the genius of the moment, and the difcipline of thirty years. He
had improved the tadtics, without violating the manners, of his na-

tion *\ whofe force ftill confifted in the miifile weapons,, and rapid

evolutions, of a numerous cavalry. From a fingle troop to a great

army, the mode of attack was the fame : a foremoft line firft ad-

vanced to the charge, and was fupported in a juft order by the

fquadrons of the great vanguard. The general's eye watched over

the field, and at his command the front and rear of the right and

left wings fucceflively moved forwards in their feveral divifions, and

*° It may not be ufelefs to mark the dif- flantinople xii. or xiii. (fee Tournefort, Vcy-
tances between Angora and the neighbouring age au Levant, torn. ii. lettrexxi.)

cities, by the journies of the caravans, each "*' See the Syllems of Tailics in the Infli-

of twenty or twenty-five miles: to Smyrna tutions, which the Engliih editors have il-

jcx. to'Kiotahia X. to Bourfa x. to Csfarea luftrated with elaborate plans (p. 373— 407.)•

viii. to Sinope x. to Nicomedia ix. to Con^

ia•

July 2S.
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^' ^'"^ ^ f'ii'e^ or oblique line : the enemy was preiTed by eighteen cr

»—,,—_/ twenty attacks ; and each attack afforded a chance of vidory. If

they all proved fruitlefs or unfuccefsful, the occafion was worthy of

the emperor himfelf, who gave the fignal of advancing to the flan-

dard and main body, which he led in perfon''\ But in the battle of

Angora, the main body itfelf was fupported, on the flanks and in

the rear, by the braved fquadrons of th^e referve, commanded by the

fons and grandfons cf Timour. The conqueror of Hindoftan often-

tatioufiy fliewed a line of elephants, the trophies, rather than the

inftruments, of vidory : the ufe of the Greek fire was familiar to

the Moguls and Ottomans : but had they borrowed from Europe

(he recent invention of gunpowder and cannon, the artificial thunder,

in the "hands of either nation, muft have turned the fortune of the

day*\ In that day, Bajazet difplayed the ijualities of a foldier and

a chief : but his genius funk under a flronger afcendant ; and from

various motives, the greatefl; part of his troops failed liim in the de-

cifive moment. His rigour and avarice had provoked a mutiny

among the Turks ; and even his fon Soliman too haftily withdrew

from the field. The forces of Anatolia, loyal in their revolt, were

drawn away to the banners of their lawful princes. His Tartar allies

had been tempted by the letters and emifi'aries of Timour*''; who

reproached their ignoble ferv-itude under the flaves of their fathers;

and offered to their hopes the dominion of their new, or the liberty

of their ancient, country. In the right wing of Bajazet, the cuiraf-

fiers of Europe charged, with faithful hearts and irrefiflible arms;

•but thefe men of iron were foon broken by an artful flight and

*^ The fuhan lijmfelf (Tays Timour) jrufl teen fent by that monarch to Dehli, is refuted

then put the foot cf courage into the ftirrup by the univerfal filence of contemporari(?s.

cf patience. A Tartar metaphor, which is ** Timour has diflembled this fecret and
Joft in the Engliih, but prefer\'ed in the important negnclation with the Tartars,

French.verfion of the Inllitutes (p.156, 157.). which is jndifputably proved by the joint

*' The Greek fir*-, on Timour's fide, is at- evidence of the Arabian (torn. i. c. 47.
tcfted by Sherefeddin (1. v. c. 47.) ; but p. 391 ), Turkilh (Annal. Leunclav. p.3ai.),

Voltaire's ftrange fufpicion, that feme cannon, and Perfian hilloriaiM (Khonderair, apud

iii/cribed with llrange charaileis, muft have d'Herbelot, p. 882.)•

headlong
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headlong purfuit : and the Janizaries, alone, without cavalry or C li p.

milTile weapons, were encompafied by the circle of the Mogul ->,'/
hunters. Their valour was at length oppreiTed by heat, thiiil, and

the weight of numbers ; and the unfortunate fultan,. afflidlcd with

the gout in his hands and feet, was tranfported from the field on the

fleeteft of his horfes. He was purfued and taken by the thular khan Defeat and

of Zagatai ; and, after his capture, and the defeat of the Ottoman of Bajazet,

powers, the kingdom of Anatolia fubmitted to the conqueror, who

planted his ftandard at Kiotahia, and difperfed on all fides the mini-

fters of rapine and deftrudlion. Mirza Mehemmed Sultan, the eldeft

and befh beloved of his grandfons, was dil'patched to Bourfa with

thirty thoufand horfe : and fuch was his youthful ardour, that he ar-

rived with only four thoufand at the gates of the capital, after per-

forming in five days a march of two hundred and thirty miles. Yet

fear is ilill more rapid in its courfe : and Soliman, the fon of Bajazet,

had already pafied over to Europe with the royal treafijre. The

fpoil, however, of the palace and city was immenfe : the inhabit-

ants had efcaped ; but the buildings, for the moil part of wood,

were reduced to allies. From Bourfa, the grandfon of Timour ad-

vanced to Nice, even yet a fair and flouriihing city ; and the Mogul
Apiadrons were only flopped' by the waves of the Propontis. The
fame fuccefs attended the other mirzas and emirs in their excurfions :

and Smyrna, defended by the zeal and courage of the Rhodian

knights, alone deferved the prefence of the emperor himfelf. After

an obilinate defence,, the place was taken by ilorm ; all that breathed

was put to the fword ; and the heads of die Chriftian heroes were

launched from the engines, on board of two carracks, or great fliips

of Europe^ that rode at anchor in the harbour. The Moflems of

Afia rejoiced in their deliverance from a dangerous and domeRic

foe, and a parallel was drawn between the two rivals, by obferving

that Timour, in fourteen days, Jjad reduced a fortrefs which

had
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The ftory of

his iron case

difproved by
ihe Perljan

hiflorian of
Timour

;

CHAP, had fufta'ined feven years the fiege, or at kail the bloclcade, of—V 1 Bajazet"'.

The iron cage in which Bajazet was imprifoned by Tamerlane,

fo long and fo often repeated as a moral leiTon, is now rejedled as a

fable by the modern writers, who fmile at the vulgar credulity *^

They appeal with confidence to the Perfian hiftory of Sherefeddin

Ali, which has been given to our curiofity in a French verfion, and

ftom which ihall colledl and abridge a more fpecious narrative of

this memorable tranfadion. No fooner was Timour informed that

the captive Ottoman was at the door of his tent, than he gracioufly

ftept forwards to receive him, feated him by his fide, and mingled

with juft reproaches a foothing pity for his rank and misfortune.

" Alas !" faid the emperor, " the decree of fate is now accom-

" pliihed by your own fault : it is the web which you have woven,

" the thorns of the tree which yourfelf have planted. I wiihed to

" fpare, and even to aflift, the champion of the Moflems : you

*' braved our threats
;
you defpifed our friend (hip

;
you forced us

^' to enter your kingdom with our invincible armies. Behold the

*' event. Had you vanquiflied, I am not ignorant of the fate which

*' you referved for myfelf and my troops. But difdain to retaliate :

*' your life and honour are fecure ; and I fhall exprefs my grati-

" tude to God by my clemency to man." The royal capti\'^e

ihewed fome figns of repentance, accepted the humiliation of a

robe of honour, and embraced with tears his fon Moufa, who, at his

requeft, was fought and found among the captives of the field.

The Ottoman princes were lodged in a fplendid pavillion ; and the

*' For the war of Anatolia or Roum, I

add fome hints in the Inftitutions, to the co-

pious narratives of Sherefeddin (I. v. 0.4-1

—

65.) and Arabfliah (torn. ii. c. 20— 35.)•

On this part only of Timour's hiftory, it is

lawful to quote the Turks (Cantemir, p. 53
—55. Annal. Leunclav. p. 320—322.) and

the Greelts (Phranza, 1. j. c, 29. Ducas,

c. 15— 17. Chalcondyles, 1. iii.).

*'' The fcepticifm of Voltaire (Eflai fur

I'Hiftoire Generale, c. 88 ) is ready on this,

as on every occafion, to rejefl a popular tale,

and to diminifli the magnitude of vice and
virtue; and on moil occafions his incredulity

is reafonabk.

j-filpedt
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rcfpeil of the guards could be furpafled only by their vigilance. On C A P.

the arrival of the haram from Bourfa, Timour reftored the queen '_ -,- _f

Defpina and her daughter to their fatlier and hufband ; but he pioufly

required, that the Servian princefs, who had hitherto been indulged

in the profcirion of Chriftianity, ihould embrace without delay the

religion of the prophet. In the feaft of vidory, to which Bajazet

was invited, the Mogul emperor placed a crown on his head and

a fceptre in his hand, with a folemn aflurance of reiloring him with

an increafe of glory to the throne of his anceftors. But the effedl of

this promife was difappointed by the fultan's untimely death : amidfl:

the care of the moil ikilful phyficians, he expired of an apoplexy at

Akfhehr, the Antioch of Plfidia, about nine months after his defeat. \

The vi£lor dropped a tear over his grave ; his body, with royal

pomp, was conveyed to the maufoleum which he had eredted at

Bourfa ; and his fon Moufa, after receiving a rich prefent of gold

and jewels, of horfes and arms, was invefted by a patent in red ink

with the kingdom of Anatolia.

Such is the portrait of a generous conqueror, which has been ex-

tracted from his own memorials, and dedicated to his fon and grand-

fon, nineteen years after his deceafe"; and, at a time when the truth

was remembered by thoufands, a manifeft falfehood would have im-

plied a fatire on his real conduift. Weighty indeed is this evidence,

adopted by all the Perfian hiftories *'
;
yet flattery, more efpecially in

the Eaft, is bafe and audacious ; and the harih and ignominious

treatment of Bajazet is attefted by a chain of witnefles, fome of

whom fhall be produced in the order of their time and country.

I. The reader has not for^-ot- the frarrifon of French, whom the ''"«,'^^'^,•

° ° '
I. by the

French ;

' See the hiftory of Sherefeddin (1. v. Schounah, &c. the learned d'Herbelot (Bib-

c. 49. , 53• 59, 6o.). This work was Hot. Orientale, p. 882.) may affirm, that

Hiiifhed at Shiraz, in the year 1424, and de- this fuble is not mentioned iu the moft au-

dicated to fukan Ibrahim, the fon of Sha- thentic hiftories: but his denial of the vifible

rokh, the fon of Timour, who reigned in teftimony of Arabfhah, Icives fome room 10

Farfillan in his father's lifetime. fiifpcfl his accuracy.

» After the perufal of Khondemir, Ebn

Vol. VI. ?. mar/haj
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CHAP, rnarftial Boucicault left behind him for the defence of Conftanti-
LXV. , .

*——V--—' nople. They were on the Ipot to receive the earheft and moft

faithful intelligence of the overthrow of their great adverfiiry ; and

it is more than probable, that fome of them accompanied the Greek

embafly to the camp of Tamerlane. From their account, the bai~d-

fi'ips of the prifon and death of Bajazet are affirmed by the marihal's

2. by the fervant and hiftorian, within the diftance of feven years *'. 2. The
Italians

;

> • • • rname of Poggius the Italian ' is defervedly famous among the re-

vivers of learning in the fifteenth century. His elegant dialogue on

the viciffitudes of fortune ^' was compofed in his fiftieth year, twenty-

eight years after the Turkiih victory of Tamerlane ''^; whom he cele-

brates as not inferior to the illuftrious Barbarians of antiquity. Of his

exploits and difcipline Poggius was informed by feveral ocular witnefles;

nor does he forget an example fo appofite to his theme as the Ottoman

monarch, whonj the Scythian confined like a wild beaft an iron

cage, and exhibited a fpedacle to Afia. I might add the authority

of two Italian chronicles, perhaps of an earlier date, which would

prove at leaft that the fame ftory, whether falfe or true, was im-

by the ported into Europe with the firft tidings of the revolution ". 3. At

the time when Poggius flouriihed at Rome, Ahmed Ebn Arabihali

*' Et fut lur-meme (Bjijc.x.et) pris, et compofed a ihort time before the death of

mene en prifon, en laquelle mourut de dure pope Martin V. (p. 5.)» and confequently

mort! Memoires de Boucicault, P. i. c. 37. about the end of the year 1430.

Thefe memoirs were compofed while the mar- s» See a fplendid and eloquent encomium

ihal was ftill governor of Genoa, from of Tamerlane, p. 36—39. ipfe enim novi

whence he was expelled in the year 1409, by (fays Poggius) qui fuere in ejus caftris

a popular infurreflion (Muratori, Annali Regem vivum cepit, caveaque in modum

d'ltalia, torn. xii. p• 473, 474•)• ferae inclufum per omnem Afiam circumtulit

5° The reader will /Ind a fatisfadtory ac- egregium admirandumque fpeftaculum for-

count of the life and writings of Poggius, in tun«.

the Poggiana, an entertaining work of M. '^ The Chronicon Tarvifianum (in Mura-

Xenfant, and in the BibliothecaLatina media; tori. Script. Rerum Italicarum, torn. xix.

etinfims ^tatis of Fabricius (torn. v. p. 305 p. 800.), and the Annales Elienfes (tom.xviii.

308.). Poggius was born in the year 1380, p. 974.). The two authors, Andrea de Re-

and died in 1459• dufiis de Quero, and James de Delayto, were

' The dialogue de Varietate Fortunje both contemporaries, and both chancellors,

(of which a complete and elegant edition has the one of Trevigi, the other of Ferrara. The

been publiihed at Paris in 1723, in 4' ), was evidence of the former is the moft pofitive.

6 compc/ed

Arabs

;
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Compofecl at Damafcus the florid and malevolent hiftory of Timour, ^

which he had colleilcd materials in his journies over Turkey and

Tartary '\ Without any polTible correfpondence between the Latin

and the Arabian writer, they agree in the fad of the iron cage
;

and their agreement is a ftriking proof of their common veracity.

Ahmed Arabihah likewife relates another outrage, which Bajazet en-

dured, of a more domeftic and tender nature. His Indifcreet men-

tion of women and divorces was deeply refented by the jealous

Tartar : in the feaft of violory, the wine was ferved by female cup-

bearers, and the fultan beheld his own concubines and wives con-

founded among the flaves, and expofed without a veil to the eyes of

intemperance. To efcape a fimilar indignity, it is faid, that his fuc-

ceflbrs, except in a fmgle inftance, have abftained from legitimate

nuptials ; and the Ottoman pradlice and belief, at leaft in the fix-

teenth century, is attefted by the obferving Buibequius", ambaflador

from the court of Vienna to the great Soiiman. 4. Such is the 4• bytl>e

. . Greeks;
feparation of language, that the teftimony of a Greek is not lefs

independent than that of a Latin or an Arab. I fupprefs the names

of Chalcondyles and Ducas, who flouriihed in a later period, and who

fpeak in a lefs pofitive tone ; but more attention is due to George

Phranza ^\ protoveftiare of the laft emperors, and who was born a

year before the battle of Angora. Twenty-two years after that

event, he was fent ambaflador to Amurath the fecond ; and the

hifl:orian might converfe with fome veteran Janizaries, who had been

made prifoners with the fultan, and had themfelves feen him in his

iron cage. 5. The lafl: evidence, in every fenfe, is that of the Turkiih . by the

annals, which have been confulted or tranfcribed by Leunclavius,

'* See Arabihah, torn. ii. c. 28. 34. He hometll. with an Aiiatic, piincefs (Cantemir,
travelled in regiones Rumjeas, A. H. 839 p. 83. 93.).
(A. D. 14.3;, July 27), tom.ii. c. 2. p. 13. ss See the teftimony of George Phrantza
" Buibequius in Legatione Turcica, epill. (]. i. . 29.), and his life in Hanckiua de

i. p. 52. Yet his refpeftable authority is Script. Byzant. P. i. €.40.)- Chalcondyles
fomewhat ihaken by the fubfequent marriages and Ducas fpeak in general terms o/Bajazet's

of Amurath II. with a Servian, and of Ma- c/jains.

2 PococJc,
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C. A P. Pocock, and Cantemir ". They unanimoufly deplore the captivity

of the iron cage ; and fome credit may be allowed to national hifto-

rians, who cannot ftigmatize the Tartar without uncovering the

ihame of their king and country.

Probable From thefe oppofite premifes, a fair and moderate conclufion

may be deduced. I am llitisfied that Sherefeddin Ali has faithfully

defcribed the fitil oftentatious interview, in which the conqueror,

whofe fpirits were harmonlied by fuccefs, aiFeded the charadler of

generofity. But his mind was infenflbly alienated by the unfeafon-

able arrogance of Bajazet; the complaints of his enemies, the Ana-

tolian princes, were juft and vehement ; and Timour betrayed a

defign of leading his royal captive in triumph to Saniarcand. An

attempt to facilitate his efcape, by digging a mine under the tent,

provoked the Mogul emperor to impofe a harfher reftraint ; and

in his perpetual marches, an iron cage on a waggon might be

invented, not as a wanton infult, but as a rigorous precaution.

Timour had read in fome fabulous hiilory a funilar treatment of one

of his predeceiTors, a king of Perfia ; and Bajazet was condemned

to reprefent the perfon, and expiate the guilt, of the Roman

Death of Csefar ^\ But the ilrength of his mind and body fainted under the

a^^d! M03,
trial, and his premature death might, without injuftice, be afcribed to

March 9. ^.jjg feverity of Timour. He warred not with the dead ; a tear and a ih-

pulchre were all that he could beftow on a captive who was delivered

from his power ; and if Moufa, the fon of Bajazet, was permitted

to reign over the ruins of Bourfa, the greateft part of the province

of Anatolia had been reftored by the conqueror to their lawful fo-

vereigns.

" Annates Leunclav. p. 321. Pocock, is the fable related by Eutychius (Annal.

Prolcgomen. ad Abulpharag. Dynaft. Can- torn. i. p. 421. verf. Pocock). The recol-

temir, p. 55. leftion of the true hiftory (Decline and Fall,

5^ A Sapor, king of Perfia, had been made &c. vol. i. p. 446—456.) will teach us to ap-

prifoner and inclofed in the figure of a cow's preciate the knowledge of the Orientals of

hide byMaximian or Galerius Casfar. Such the ages which precede the Hegira.

1

8

From
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From the Irtiih and Volga to the rerfian Gulf, and from the C A i\

Ganges to Damafcus and the Archipelago, Afia was in the hand of ' .-L>

Timour ; his armies were invincible, his ambition was boundlcfs, co"q"iefts of"

and his zeal might afpire to conquer and convert the Chriftian king-
J''o."['^o5.

doms of the Weft, which already trembled at his name. He

touched the utmoft verge of the land ; but an infuperable, though

narrow, fea rolled between the two continents of Europe and

Afia " ; and the lord of fo many tomans^ or myriads, of horfe, was

not mafter of a fingle galley. The two paifages of the Bofphorus and

Hellefpont, of Conftantinople and Gallipoli, were poiTeiTed, the one

by the ChruTians, the other by the Turks. On this great occafion,

they forgot the difference of religion to a£l with union and firm-

nefs in the common caufe : the double ftreights were guarded

with ihlps and foi'tifications ; and they feparately withheld the trans-

ports, which Timour demanded of either nation, under the pretence

of attacking their enemy. At the fame time, they foothed his pride

with tributary gifts and fuppliant embaffies, and prudently tempted

him to retreat with the honours of vidory. Soliman, the fon of

Bajazet, implored his clemency for his father and himfeif ; accepted,

by a red patent, the inveftiture of the kingdom of Romania, which

he already held by the fword ; and reiterated his ardent wiih, of

cafting himfeif in perfon at the feet of the king of the world. The

Greek emperor '° (either John or Manuel) fubmitted to pay the

fame tribute which he had ftipulated with the Turkiih fultan, and

ratified the treaty by an oath of allegiance, from which he could

abfolve his confcience fo foon as the Mogul arms had retired from

" Arablhah (torn. ii. c. 25.) defcribes, °° Since the name of Ca;far had been tranf-

like a curious traveller, the ftreights of Gal- ferred to the fultans of Roum, the Greek
lipoli and Conftantinople. To acquire a jiift princes of Conftantinople (Sherefeddin, 1. v.

idea of thefe events, I have compared the c. 54.) were confounded with the Chriftian

narratives and prejudice's of the Moguls, lords of Gallipoli, Theflalonica, &c. under

Turks, Greeks, and Arabians. The Spanifti the title of Tekkur, which is derived by cor-

ambafTador mentions this hoftile union of the ruption from the genitive 7a .-tps (Canterairj,

Chriftians and Ottomans (Vie de Timour, p. 51.).

p. 96.).

Anatolia.



55» - DECLTNE AND TALL

Anatolia. But the fears and fancy of nations afcribed to the ambi-

tious Tamerlane a new defign of vaft and romantic compafs ; a de-

fign of fubduing Egypt and Africa, marching from the Nile to the

Atlantic Ocean, entering Europe by the Streights of Gibraltar, and,

after impofmg his yoke on the kingdoms of Chriftendom, of re-

turning home by the deferts of Ruffia and Tartary. This remote,

and perhaps imaginary, danger was averted by the fubmiffion of

the fultan of Egypt : the honours of the prayer and the coin, at-

t^fted at Cairo the fupremacy of Timour ; and a rare gift of a

giraffe^ or camelopard, and nine oilriches, reprefented at Samarcand

the tribute of the African world. Our imagination is not lefs afto-

niihed by the portrait of a Mogul, who, in his camp before Smyrna,

meditates and almoft accompliflies the invafion of the Chinefe

empire ". Timour was urged to this enterprife by national honour

and religious zeal. The torrents which he had fhed of Mufulman

blood cculd be expiated only by an equal deftrudtion of the in-

fidels ; and as he now flood at the gates of paradife, he might beft

fecure his glorious entrance by demolifliing the idols of China,

founding mofchs in every city, and eftabliiliing the profeffion of faith

in one God, and his prophet Mahomet. The recent expulfion of the

houfe of Zingis was an infult on the Mogul name; and the diforders of

the empire afforded the faireft opportunity for revenge. The illuftrious

Hongvou, founder of the dynaily of M'lvg^ died four years before

the battle of Angora ; and his grandfon, a weak and unfortunate

youth, was burnt in his palace, after a million of Chinefe had

perifhed in the civil war ". Before he e\^acuated Anatolia, Timour

dlfpatched beyond the Sihoon a numerous army, or rather colony,

of his old and new fubjedls, to open the road, to fubdue the Pagan

Calmucks and Mungals, and to found cities and magazines in the

*' See Sherefeddin, l.v. c. 4. who marks, the iv"' part of the Relations de Theve-

in a juft itinerary, the road to China, which not), Duhalde, Hift, de ]a Chine (torn. i.

Arabihah (torn. ii. c. 33.) paints in vague p• 507, 508. folio edition) ; and for the chro-

and rhetorical colours. nology of the Chinefe emperors, de Guignes,
^* Synopfis Hill. Sinics, p. 74—76 (in Hift. des Huns, torn. i. p. 71, 72.

defert j
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defert ; and, by the diligence of his lieutenant, he foon received a ^ A P.

perfed map and defcription of the unknown regions, from the fource ^^-,-1^

of the IrtilTi to the wall of China. During thefe preparations, the

emperor atchieved the final conqueft of Georgia
; pafled the winter

on the banks of the Araxes ; appeafed the troubles of Perfia ; and

flowly returned to his capital, after a campaign of four years and

nine months.

On the throne of Samarcand ", he difplayed in a fhort repofe his His triumph

. .
3t Samar-

magnincence and power ; liftened to the complaints of the people ; cand,

diftributed a jufl: meafure of rewards and punifhments ; employed July—

his riches in the architedure of palaces and temples ; and gave januaryt'.^''

audience to the ambafladors of Egypt, Arabia, India, Tartary, Ruffia,

and Spain, the Lift of whom prefented a fuit of tapeftry which

eclipfed the pencil of the Oriental artifts. The marriage of fix of

the emperor's grandfons was efteemed an act of religion, as well as

of paternal tendernefs ; and the pomp of the ancient caliphs was

revived in their nuptials. They were celebrated in the gardens of

Canighul, decorated with innumerable tents and pavilions, which

difplayed the luxury of a great city and the fpoils of a vidorious

camp. Whole forefts were cut down to fupply fuel for the kitchens,

the plain was fpread with pyramids of meat, and vafes of every

liquor, to which thoufands of guefts were courteoufly invited : the

orders of the ftate, and the iiations of the earth, were marihalled at

the royal banquet ; nor were the ambaffadors of Europe (fays the

haughty Perfian) excluded from the feaft ; fince even the cajps, the

fmalleft of fiili, find their place in the ocean '*. The public joy was

*' For the return, triumph, and death of (Mariana, Hill. Hifpan. I.xix. c. ii. tom.ii.

Timour, fee Sherefeddin (1. vi. c. 1—30.) p. 329, 330. AvertilTement a I'Hift. de Ti-
and Arablhah (tom.ii. c. 35—47.). mur Bee, p. 28— 33.). There appears like-

** Sherefeddin (1. vi. c. 24.) mentions the wife to have been fome correfpondence be-

ambafladors of one of the moil potent fo- tween the Mogul emperor, and the court of
vereigns of Europe. V/e know that it was Charles VII. king of France (Hiiloire de
Henry III. king of Caftile; r.nd the curious France, par Velly ct Villaiet, torn. xii.

relation of his two erabailies is ftill extant p. 336.),

teftified
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teftified by illuminations and mafquerades ; the trades of Samarcand

paiTed in review ; and every trade was emulous to execute fome

quaint device, fome marvellous pageant, with the materials of their

peculiar art. After the marriage-contrads had been ratified by the

cadhis, the bridegrooms and their brides retired to the nuptial

chambers ; nine times, according to the Afiatic fafhion, they were

drefled and undreffed ; and at each change of apparel, pearls and

rubies were fhowered on their heads, and contemptuoufly aban-

doned to their attendants. A general indulgence was proclaimed

:

every law was relaxed, every pleafure was allowed ; the people was

free, the foverelgn was idle ; and the hiftovian of Timour may re-

mark, that, after devoting fifty years to the attainment of empire,

the'only happy period of his life were the two months in which he

ccafed to exercife his power. But he was foon awakened to the

cares of government and war. The ilandard was unfurled for the

invafion of China : the emirs made their report of two hundred

thoufand, the feledl and veteran foldiers of Iran and Touran : their

baggage and provifions were tranfported by five hundred great wag-

gons, and an immenfe train of horfes and camels ; and the troops

might prepare for a long abfence, fince more than fix months were

employed for intranquil journey of a caravan from Samarcand to

Pekin. Neither age, nor the feverity of the winter, could retard the

impatience of Timour ; he mounted on horfeback, paifed the Sihoon

on the ice, marched feventy-fix parafangs, three hundred miles, from

his capital, and pitched his lafl: camp in the neighbourhood of Otrar,

His death on where he was expeded by the angel of death. Fatigue, and the

China!
^° indifcreet ufe of iced water, accelerated the progrefs of his fever

;

A. p. 1405, ^^^ ^1-^g conqueror of Afia expired in the feventieth year of his age,

thirty-five years after he had afcended the throne of Zagatai. His

defigns were loft; his armies were difbanded ; China was faved ; and

fourteen years after his deceafe, the moft powerful of his children

feat
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fent an embafly of friendiliip and commerce to the court of ^ a i%

Pekin*'. ^iilL^

The fame of Timour haft pervaded the Eaft and Weft
; his pofte- Charafler

rity is ftill invefted with the Imperial title, and the admiration of his TimoiK?
'

fubjeds, who revered him ahnoft as a deity, may be juftified in fome

degree by the praife or confeillon of his bittereft enemies °^ Al-

though he was lame of an hand and foot, his form and ftature were

not unworthy of his rank ; and his vigorous health, fo eflential to

himfelf and to the world, was corroborated by temperance and exer-

cife. In his familiar difcourfe he was grave and modeft, and if he

was ignorant of the Arabic language, he fpoke with fluency and

elegance the Perfian and Turkifti idioms. It was his delight to con-

verfe with the learned on topics of hiftory and fcience ; and the

amufement of his leifure hours was the game of chefs, which he

improved or corrupted with new refinements *'. In his religion, he

was a zealous, though not perhaps an orthodox, Mufulman''; but his

found underftanding may tempt us to believe, that a fuperftitious

reverence for omens and prophecies, for faints and aftrologers, was

only affeiled as an inftrument of policy. " In the government of a

vaft empire, he ftood alone and abfolute, without a rebel to oppofe

his power, a favourite to feduce his affections, or a minifter to mif-

lead his judgment. " It was his firmeft maxim, that whatever might

*' See the tranflation of the Perfian ac- pieces and 64 fquares, to 56 pieces and no
countof their embafly, a curious and original or 130 fquares. But, except in his court,

piece (in the iv'* part of the Relations de the old game has been thought fufEciently

Thevenot). They prefented the emperor elaborate. The Mogul emperor was rather

of China with an old horfe which Timour pleafed than hurt, with the viilory of a
had formerly rode. It was in the year 1419, fubjefl: a chefs-player will feel the value
that they departed from the court of Herat, of this encomium !

to which place they returned in 1422 from *» See Sherefeddin, l.v. c. 15. 25. Arab-
'^^'^'"• ihah (tom. ii. c. 96. p. Soi. 803.) reproves

'

'« From Arabfliah, tom. ii. c. 96. The the impiety of Timour and the Moguls, who
bright or fofter colours are borrowed from almoll preferred to the Koran, the Tac/a,
Sherefeddin, d'Herbelot, and the Inllitu- or Law of Zingis (cui Deus maledicat) : nor
"°'"•

_
will he believe that Sharokh had aboli/hed

*' His new fyftem was multiplied from 32 the ufe and authority of that Pagan code.

Vol. VI. 3 A be
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CHAP, be the confequence, the word of the prince ihould never be difputed

i_ ,-, _f or recalled ; but his foes have malicioufly obferved, that the com-

mands of anger and deftrudion were more ftridly executed than

thofe of beneficence and favour. His fons and grandfons, of whom

Timour left fix-and-thirty at his deceafe, were his firft and moft

fubmiffive fubjeds ; and whenever they deviated from their duty,

they were correded, according to the laws of Zingis, with the

baftonade, and afterwards reftored to honour and command. Per-

haps his heart was not devoid of the focial virtues
;
perhaps he was

not incapable of loving his friends and pardoning his enemies ; but

the rules of morality are founded on the public intereft ; and it may

be fufEcient to applaud the 'ivifdom of a monarch, for the liberality

by which he is not impoveriihed, and for the juilice by which he is

ftrengthened and enriched. To maintain the harmony of authority

and obedience, to chaftife the proud, to proted the weak, to reward

the deferving, to baniih vice and idlenefs from his dominions, to

fecure the traveller and merchant, to reftrain the depredations of the

foldier, to cheriih the labours of the hufbandman, to encourage in-

duftry and learning, and, by an equal and moderate aiTeflment, to

encreafe the revenue, without encreafing the taxes, are indeed the

duties of a prince ; but, in the difcharge of thefe duties, he finds an.

ample and immediate recompenfe. Timour might boaft, that at

his acceifion to the throne, Afia was the prey of anarchy and rapine,

whilft under his profperous monarchy a child, fearlefs and unhurt,

might carry a purfe of gold from the Eaft to the Weft. Such was

his confidence of merit, that from this reformation he derived an

excufe for his vidories, and a title to univerfal dominion. The four

following obfervations will ferve to appreciate his claim to the public

gratitude ; and perhaps we fhall conclude, that the Mogul emperor

was rather the fcourge than the benefador of mankind, i. If fome

partial diforders, fome local oppreflions, were healed by the fword

of Timour, the remedy was far more pernicious than the difeafe.

4 By
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By their rapine, cruelty, and difcord, the petty tyrants of Perfia CHAP.
might afflid: their fubjeds ; but whole nations were cruihed under *

the footfteps of the reformer. The ground which had been oc-

cupied by flourifliing cities, was often marked by his abominable

trophies, by columns, or pyramids, of human heads. Aftracan

Carizme, Delhi, Ifpahan, Bagdad, Aleppo, Damafcus, Bourfa,

Smyrna, and a thoufand others, were facked, or burnt, or utterly

deftroyed, in his prefence, and by his troops ; and perhaps his con-

fcience would have been ftartled, if a prieft or philofopher had dared

to number the milHons of vidims whom he had facrificed to the

eftabliihment of peace and order ^'. 2. His moil deftruftive wars

were rather inroads than conquefts. He invaded Turkeftan, Kipzak,

Ruifia, Hindoftan, Syria, Anatolia, Armenia, and Georgia, without

a hope or a defire of preferving thofe diftant provinces. From
thence he departed, laden with fpoil ; but he left behind him neither

troops to awe the contumacious, nor magiftrates to protect the obe-

dient, natives. When he had broken the fabric of their ancient

government, he abandoned them to the evils which his invafion had

aggravated or caufed ; nor were thefe evils compenfated by any pre-

fent or pofllble benefits. 3. The kingdoms of Tranfoxiana and

Perfia were the proper field which he laboured to cultivate and

adorn, as the perpetual inheritance of his family. But his peaceful

labours were often interrupted, and fometimes blafted, by the abfence

of the conqueror. While he triumphed on the Volga or the

Ganges, his fervants, and even his fons, forgot their raafter and

their duty. The public and private injuries were poorly redrefled

by the tardy rigour of enquiry and puniihment ; and we muft be

content to praife the Itiflitutions of Timour, as the fpecious idea of

*i Befides the bloody paiTages of this nar- fifth of November, I did not expeft to hear
rative, I muft refer to an anticipation in the of Timour's amiable moderation (White's
third volume of the Decline and Fall, which, preface, p.-/.). Yet I can excufe a generous
in a fingle note (p. 368. Note 25.), accumu- enthufiafm in the reader, and flill more in
lates near 500,000 heads of the monuments the editor, of \\\t Infiitutions.

of his cruelty. Except in Rowe's play on the

3 A 2 a perfedt
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a perfeit monarchy. 4. Whatfoe\'er might be the bleffings of his

adminiftration, they evaporated with his hfe. To reign, rather than

to govern, was the ambition of his children and grandchildren "; the

enemies of each other and of the people. A fragment of the em-

pire was upheld with fome glory by Sharokh his youngefi: fon ; but

after his deceafe, the fcene was again involved in darknefs and blood;

and before the end of a century, Tranfoxiana and Perfia were

trampled by the Uzbeks from the north, and the Turkmans of the

black and white fheep. The race of Timour would have been ex-

tindl, if an hero, his defcendant in the fifth degree, had not fled be-

fore the Uzbek arms to the conqueft of Hindoftan. His fucceflbrs

(the great Moguls ") extended their fway from the mountains of

Caihmir to Cape Comorin, and from Candahar to the gulf of Bengal.

Since the reign of Aurungzebe, their empire has been diflblved; their

treafures of Delhi have been rifled by a Pernan robber ; and the

richeft of their kingdoms is now poflefled by a company of Chrif-

tian merchants, of a remote ifland in the Northern ocean.

Civil wars of Far diiFerent was the fate of the Ottoman monarchy. The mafly

Bnjaze^° trunk was bent to the ground, but no fooner did the hurricane pafs

A^D• aw^ay, than it again rofe with fi-efli vigour and more lively vegeta-

tion. When Timour, in every {txu^:^ had evacuated Anatolia, he

left the cities vithout a palace, a treafure, or a king. The open

country was overfpread with hords of ihepherds and robbers of Tar-

tar or Turkman origin ; the recent conquefts of Bajazet were re-

ftored to the emirs, one of v>rhom, in bafe revenge, demoliflied his

fepulchre ; and his five fons were eager, by civil difcord, to confume

the remnant of their patrimony. I fhall enumerate their names in

i.Muflapha; the order of their age and actions '"". i. It is doubtful, whether I

relate

'° Confult the lafl chapters of Sherefeddin " Shah Allum, the prefent Mogul, is in

and Arabihah, and M. de Guigres (Hiit.des the fourteenth degree from Timour by Miran

Huns, tom. iv. I xx.). Frafer's Hiftory of Shaii, his third fan. S.e the ii"• volume of

Nadir Shah, p.i —62. The ftory of Timoui's Dow's Hiilory of Hindollan.

defcendantsikimperfeiillytold: andthcfecond '* The civil wars, from the death of Ba-

and third parts of Sherefeddin arc unknown, jazet to that of Muftapha, are related, ac-

cording
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relate the ftory of the true^ or of an impoftor, who per- CHAP,
fonated that loft prince. He fought by his father's fide in the battle *-——^-^

of Angora : but when the captive fultan was permitted to enquire for

his children, Moufa alone could be found ; and the Tuvkifh hifto-

rians, the flaves of the triumphant fadion, are perfuaded that his

brother was confounded among the flain. If Muftapha efcaped from

that difaftrous field, he was concealed twelve years from his friends

and enemies ; till he emerged in Theffaly, and was hailed by a nu-

merous party, as the fon and fucceilbr of Bajazet. His firft defeat

would have been his laft, had not the true, or falfe, Muilapha

been faved by the Greeks, and reftored, after the deceafe of his bro-»

ther Mahomet, to liberty and empire. A degenerate mind feemed

to argue his fpuiious birth ; and if, on the throne of Adrianople, he

•was adored as the Ottoman fultan ; his flight, his fetters, and an ig-

nominious gibbet, delivered the impoftor to popular contempt. A
fimilar charatler and claim was afterted by feveral rival pretenders

;

thirty perfons are faid to have fuiFered under the name of Muftapha
;

and thefe frequent executions may perhaps infinuate, that the Turkifti

court was not perfedlly fecure of the death of the lawful prince.

2. After his father's captivity, IHi" reigned for fome time in the 2. Ifa;

neighbourhood of Angora, Sinope, and the Black Sea ; and his am-

baifadors were difmiifed from the prefence of Timour with fair pro-

mlfes and honourable gifts. But their mafter was foon deprived of

his province and life, by a jealous brother, the fovereign of Amafia;

and the final event fuggefted a pious alluiion, that the law of Mofes

and Jefus, of Ifa and Moufa, had been abrogated by the greater

Mahomet. '
%. Solimaii is not numbered in the lift of the Turkiili 3• Soliman,

emperors : yet he checked the viftonous progrefs of the Moguls ; 1403—1410.

and after their departure, united for awhile the thrones of Adrianople

cording to the Turks, by Demetrius Cante- ^' Arabihah, torn. ii. c. j6. whofe tefti-

mir (p• 58—82.% Of the Greek?, Clial- mony on this octafion 15 weighty and va-

condyles (I. iv and v.), Phranza (I. i. c. 30 luablc. Tiie exillen^ce of Ifa (unkr>own to

— 2), and Ducas (c. 18— 27.), the laft the Turks) is likewife confirmed by Shere-

is the mofl copious and belHnformed. feddjn (1. v, c. 57•}•

and
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CHAP, and Boiirfa. In war he was brave, adive, and fortunate : his
LXV.

v> ^ ' courage was foftened by clemency ; but it was likewife inflamed by

prefumption, and corrupted by intemperance and idlenefs. He re-

laxed the nerves of difcipline, in a government where either the

fubje£t or the fovereign muft continually tremble : his vices alienated

the chiefs of the army and the law ; and his daily drunkennefs, fo

contemptible in a prince and a man, was doubly odious in a difciple

of the prophet. In the flumber of intoxication, he was furprifed

by his brother Moufa ; and as he fled from Adrianople towards

the Byzantine capital, Soliman was overtaken and flain in a bath,

4. Moufa, after a reign of feven years and ten months. 4. The invefliiture

'of Moufa degraded him as the flave of the Moguls : his tributary

kingdom of Anatolia was confined within a narrow limit, nor could

his broken militia and empty treafury contend with the hardy and

veteran bands of the fovereign of Romania. Moufa fled in difguife

from the palace of Bourfa ; traverfed the Propontis in an open boat

.

wandered over the Walachian and Servian hills ; and after fome vain

attempts, afcended the throne of Adrianople, fo recently ilained with

the blood of Soliman. In a reign of three years and an half, his

troops were vidorious againft the Chriftians of Hungary and the

Morea ; but Moufa was ruined by his timorous difpofition and un-

feafonable clemency. After refigning the fovereignty of Anatolia,

he fell a vidim to the perfidy of his miniilers, and the fuperior aC-

5. Maho- cendant of his brother Mahomet. 5. The final vidory of Mahomet

A.D. was the juft recompenfe of his prudence and moderation. Before

43— 142'•
jj-jg father's captivity, the royal youth had been entrufl:ed with the

government of Amafia, thirty days journey from Conftantinople,

and the Turkiih frontier againil the Chriftians of Trebizond and

Georgia. The caftle, in Afiatic warfare, was efteemed impregnable

;

and the city of Amafia", which is equally divided by the river Iris,

' Arabfhah, loc. citat. Abulfeda, Geograph. tab. xvii, p. 302. Buibequius, epift. i.

p. g6, 97. in Itinere C. P. et Amafiano.

rifes
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rifes on either fide in the form of an amphitheatre, and reprefents CHAP,
on a fmaller fcale the image of Bagdad. In his rapid career, Timour v«—,-L.»

appears to have O'erlooked this obfcure and contumacious angle of

Anatolia ; and Mahomet, without provoking the conqueror, main-

tained his filent independence, and chafed from the province the

kft ftragglers of the Tartar hoft. He relieved himlelf from the

dangerous neighbourhood of Ifa ; but in the contefts of their more

powerful brethren, his firm neutrality was refpeded ; till, after the

triumph of Moufa, he ftood forth the heir and avenger of the un-

fortunate Soliman. Mahomet obtained Anatolia by treaty and Ro-

mania by arms ; and the foldier who prefented him with the head

of Moufa was rewarded as the benefactor of his king and country..

The eight years of his fole and peaceful reign were ufefully em-

ployed in baniihing the vices of civil difcord, and reftoring on a

firmer bafis the fabric of the Ottoman monarchy. His laft care was•

the choice of two vizirs, Bajazet and Ibrahim", who might guide

the youth of his fon Amurath j and fuch was their union and pru- Reign of

dence, that they concealed above forty days the emperor's death, a.d.

till tbf arrival of his fucceifor in the palace of Bourfa. A new war February^
L*

was kindled in Europe by the prince, or impoftor, Muftapha ; the

firft vizir loft his army and his head ; but the more fortunate

Ibrahim, whofe name and family are ftill revered, extinguiihed the

laft pretender to the throne of Bajazet, and clofed the fcene of do-

meftic hoftility..

In thefe conflidis, the wifeft Turks, and indeed the body of the Re-union of

1 111 • r I • 1 T> ^^^ Ottoman
nation, were ftrongly attached to the unity 01 the empire ; and Ro- empire,

mania and Anatolia, fo often torn afunder by private ambition, were " "
•

"^*'*

animated by a ftrong and invincible tendency of cohefion. Their

efforts might have inftruded the Chriftian powers ; and had they

" The virtues of Ibrahim are praifed by a tion of his pious foundations, are excufed

contemporary Greek (Ducas, c. 25.)• His from public offices, and 'receive two annual

defcendants are the fole nobles in Turkey: vifus from the fultan (Cantemir, p• 76.)•

they content themfelves with the adminillra-

occupied
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occupied with a confederate fleet, the ftreights of Gallipoli, the

Ottomans, at leaft in Europe, muil have been fpeedily annihilated.

But the fchifin of the Weft, and the fadlions and wars of France and

England, diverted the Latins from this generous enterprife : they

enjoyed the prefeut refpite, without a thought of futurity ; and were

often tempted by a momentary intereft, to ferve the common enemy

of their religion. A colony of Genoefe'*, which had been planted

at Phocxa " on the Ionian coaft, was enriched by the lucrative mo-

nopoly of alum ''
; and their tranquillity, under the Turkiih empire,

was fecured by the annual payment of tribute. In the laft civil war

of the Ottomans, the Gcnoefe governor, Adorno, a bold and ambi-

tious youth, embraced the party of Amurath ; and undertook with

feven ftout gallies to tranfport him from Afia to Europe. The

fultan and five hundred guards embarked on board the admiral's

ihip ; which was manned by eight hundred of the braveft Franks.

His life and liberty were in their hands ; nor can we, without re-

luftance, applaud the fidelity of Adorno, who, in the midft of the

paiTage, knelt before him, and gratefully accepted a difcharge of his

arrears of tribute. They landed in fight of Muftapha and Gallipoli

;

two thoufand Italians, armed with lances and battle-axes, attended

Amurath to the conqueft of Adrianople ; and this venal fervice

was foon repaid by the ruin of the commerce and colony of

Phociea.

'° See Pachymer (I. v. 29.), Nicephorus and the Geographical Index of his laft and

Qrcgoras (1. ii. c. I.), Sherefeddin (I. v. learned French tranflator, M. Larcher (com.

c. 57.), and Dueas (c. 25.). The lall of vii. p. 299.)•

thefe, a curious and careful obferver, is en- '" Phoca;a is not enumerated by Pliny

titled, from his birth aod ftation, to parti- (Hill. Nat. xXxv. 52.) among the places pro-

cular credit in all that concerns Ionia and duftive of alum ; he reckons Egypt as the

the iilands. Among the nations that refort- firft, and for the fecond the ifle of Melos,

ed to Ne.w PhocKa, he mentions the Engliih whofe alum mines are defcribed by Tourne-

(»/); ^n early evidence of Mediter- fort (torn. i. lettreiv.)^ a traveller and a na-

ranean trade. turalill. After the lofs of Phocaea, the Ge-
" For the fpirit of navigation, and free- noefe, in 1459, found that ufeful mineral in

dom of ancient Phocxa, or rather of the the ifle of Ifchia (Ifmael. Bouillaudj ad Du-

Phocaeans, confuh the i" book of Herodotus, cam, c. 25.).

7 If



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 369

, If Timour had generoufly marched at the requeft, and to the re- ^ ^^ A P.

lief, of the Greek emperor, he might be entitled to the praife and ' ^ '

gratitude of the Chriftians . But a Mululman, who carried into Greek em-

Georgia the fword of perfecution, and refpeded the holy warfare of ^"\..

Bajazet, was not difpofed to pity or fuccour the idobters of Europe. '+02—1425•

The Tartar followed the impulfe of ambition ; and the deliverance

of Conftantinople was the accidental confequence. When Manuel

abdicated the government, it was his prayer, rather than his hope,

that the ruin of the church and ftate might be delayed beyond his

unhappy days ; and after his return from a weftern pilgrimage, he

expedled every hour the news of the fad cataftrophe. On a fudden

he was aftoniihed and rejoiced by the intelligence of the retreat, the

overthrow, and the captivity of the Ottoman. Manuel*" imme-

diately failed from Modon in the Morea ; afcended the throne of

Conftantinople ; and difmiifed his blind competitor to an eafy exile

In the ifle of Lefbos. The ambaifadors of the fon of Bajazet were

foon introduced to his prefence ; but their pride was fallen, their

tone was modeft ; they were awed by the juft apprehenfion, left the

Greeks ihould open to the Moguls the gates of Europe. Solimart

ialuted the emperor by the name of father ; folicited at his hands the

government or gift of Romania ; and promifed to deferve his favour

by inviolable friendihip, and the reftitution of TheiTalonica, with the

moft important places along the Strymon, the Propontis, and the

Black Sea. The alliance of Solimau expofed the emperor- to the

enmity and revenge of Moufa : the Turks appeared in arms before

the gates of Conftantinople ; but they were repuHed by fea and

" The writer who has the moll abufed this yet his plealing fi£lions are more excufable

fabulous generofity, is our ingenious Sir than the grofs errors of Cantemir.

William Temple (his works, vol. iii. •349, '° For the reigns of Manuel and John,

350. oilavo edition), that lover of exotic of Mahomet I. and Amurath II. fee the

virtue. After the conqueft of Ruflia, &c. Othman hillory of Cantemir (p. 70—95,),
and the paflage of the Danube, his Tartar and the three Greeks, Chalcondyles, Phran-

hero relieves, vifits, admires, and refufes the za, and Ducas, who is ftill fuperior to his

city of Conftantine. His flattering pencil rivals,

deviates in every line from the truth of hiftory

:

Vol. VI. 3 land;
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land ; and unlefs the city was guarded by fome foreign mercenarieS'y

the Greeks muft have wondered at their own triumph. But, inftead

of prolonging the divifion of the Ottoman powers, the policy or

paflion of Manuel was tempted to aiTift the moil formidable of the

fons of Bajazet. He concluded a treaty with Mahomet, whofe pro-

grefs was checked by the infuperable barrier of Gallipoli : the fultan

and his troops were tranfported over the Bofphorus ; he was hofpi-

tably entertained in the capital ; and his fuccefsful fally was the firft

ftep to the conqueft of Romania. The ruin was fufpended by the

prudence and moderation of the conqueror : he faithfully difcharged

his own obligations and thofe of Soliman, refpeded the laws of

gratitude and peace ; and left the emperor guardian of his two

younger fons, in the vain hope of faving them from the jealous

cruelty of their brother Amurath. But the execution of his laft

feftarnent would have oiFended the national honour and religion :

and the divan unanimouily pronounced, that the royal youths ihould

never be abandoned to the cuftody and education of a Chriftian dog.

On this refufal, the Byzantine councils were divided : but the age and

caution of Manuel yielded to the prefumptlon of his fon John; and

they unilieathed a dangerous weapon of revenge, by difmiifing the true

or falfe Muftapha, who had long been detained as a captive and hoft-

age, and for whofe maintenance they received an annual penfion of

three hundred thoufand afpers ^\ At the door of his prifon, Mufta-

pha fubfcribed to every propofal ; and the keys of Gallipoli, or rather

of Europe, were ilipulated as the price of his deliverance. But no

iooner was he feated on the throne of Romania, than he difmiifed

the Greek ambafladors with a fmile of contempt, declaring, in a

pious tone, that, at the day of judgment, he would rather anfwer

for the violation of an oath, than for the furrender of a Mufulman

" The Turkiih afper (from the Greek leaft, of a Venetian ducat or fequin ; and the

%-(,) is, or was, a piece of luhite or filver ^00,000 afpers, a princely allowance or roya!

tnoney, at prefent much debafed, but which tribute, may be computed at 25C0I. ilerling

was formerly equivalent to the 54."* part, at (Leunclav. Panded. Turc. p. 406—408.)•

city
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city into the hands of the infidels. The emperor was at once the CHAP.
enemy of the two rivals ; from whom he had fuftained, and to ^-

'

_f

whom he had oiFered, an injury ; and the victory of Amurath was

foliowed, in the enfuing fpring, by the fiege of Conftantinople '\

The rehgious merit of fubduing the city of the Ccefars, attradled ^'^S^ °^,

froni Afia a crowd of volunteers, who afpired to the crown of mar- nople by

tyrdom : their military ardour was inflamed by the promife of rich .'^^+^
fpoils and beautiful females : and the fultan's ambition was confe- 1""^ '°~
» ' Auguft 24.

crated by the prefence and predidion of Seid Bechar, a defcendant

of the prophet^', who arrived in the camp, on a mule, with a ve-

nerable train of five hundred difciples. But he might blufli, if a?

fanatic could bluQi, at the failure of his aflurances. The ftrength of

the walls refifted an army of two hundred thoufand Turks : theip

alTliults were repelled by the fallies of the Greeks and their foreign

mercenaries ; the old refources of defence were oppofed to the new

engines of attack j and the enthufiafm of the dervifli, who was

fnatched to heaven in vifionary converfe with Mahomet, was

anfwered by the credulity of the Chriftians, who beheld the Virgin

Mary, in a violet garment, walking on the rampart and animating

their courage^. After a fiege of two months, Amurath was re-

called to Bourfa by a domeilic revolt, which had been kindled by

Greek treachery, and was foon estinguiflied by the death of a guilt-

lefs brother. Vhile he led his Janizaries to new conqueils in Eu- The emperor

rope and Afia, the Byzantine empire was indulged in a fervile and io°g"sii!*°'

precarious refpite of thirty years. Manuel funk into the grave
; ^^^' 'jf

5•

and John Pala^ologus was permitted to reign, for an annual tribute ^-^• '4+8,
Odober 31.

of three hundred thouliuid afpers, and the derelidion of almoft all

that he held beyond the fuburbs of Conftanlinople.

*^ For the fiege of Conftantinople in 1422, fuppofes that the friend of Mahomet affumed

fee the parucular and contemporary narrative in his amours the privilege of a prophet, and
CI John Cananus, puhJilhed by Leo Allatius, that the faireft of the Greek nuns were pro-

2t the end of his edition of Acropolita (p. 188 mifed to the faint and his difciples.

"~'99')• ** For this miraculous apparition, Cana-
*^ Ca.;temir, p. 80. Cananus, who de- nus appeals to the Mufulman faint; but who

fcribes deid uechar without naming him, will bear tellimony fur Seid Bechar?

3 2 In
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merit of the

Ottomans.

CHAP. In the eilabliihment and reftoration of the Turkifli empire, the
LXV.

•^
'

/ firft merit muil doubtlefs be afligned to the perfonal qualities of the

fucceffionTnd fultans; fincc, in human hfe, the moil important fcenes will depend

on the character of a fingle a£tor. By fome ihades of wifdom and

virtue, they may be difcriminated from each other;- but, except in

a fingle inilance, a period of nine reigns, and two hundred and

fixty-five years, is occupied, from the elevation of Othman to the

death of Soliman, by a rare feries of warlike and adlive princes,

who impreffed their fubjeds with obedience and their enemies with

terror. Inftead of the flothful luxury of the feraglio, the heirs of

royalty were educated in the council and the field : from early youth

they were entrufted by their fathers with the command of provinces

and armies ; and this manly inftitution, which was often produdive

of civil war, muft have eifentially contributed to the difcipline and

vigour of the monarchy. The Ottomans cannot ftyle themfelves,

like the Arabian caliphs, the defcendants or fucceflbrs of the apoftle

of God ; and the kindred which they claim with the Tartar khan&

of the houfe of Zingis, appears to be founded in flattery rather

than in truth '\ Their origin is obfcure ; but their facred and in-

defeafible right, which no time can erafe and no violence can in-

fringe, was foon and unalterably implanted in the minds of their

fubjedis. A weak or vicious fultan may be depofed and ilrangled
j

but his inheritance devolves to an infant or an ideot : nor has the

moft daring rebel prefumed to afcend the throne of his lawful fo-

vereign". While the tranfient dynafties of Afia have been con-

tinually fubverted by a crafty vizir in the palace or a vidorious

general in the camp, the Ottoman fucceffion has been confirmed by

'' See Rycaut (1. i. c. 13.)• The Turk- was time to abolifti the race (Marfigli Stato

jih fultans a/Tume the title of khan. Yet Militare, &c. p. 28.). This political heretic

Abulghazi is ignorant of his Ottoman couiins. was a good whig, and jullified againft the

'° The third grand vizir of the name of French ambaflador the revolution of England
iiiuperli, who was flain at the battle of Salan- (Mignot, Hift. Ottomans, torn. iii. p. 434.).

kanen in 1691 (Cantemir, p. 382.), pre- His prefumption condemns the lingular cx-

fumed to fay, that all the fucceflbrs of Soli- ception of continuing offices in the fame fa-

xnan had been fools or tyrants, and chat it mily.

3 tlie
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the pradice of five centuries, and is now incorporated with the vital CHAP,
principle of the Turkiih nation. »_ -,- _r

To the fpirit and conllitution of that nation, a ftrong and fingular Education

influence may however be afcribed. The primitive fubjcds of piine of the

Othman were the four hundred families of wandering Turkmans, ^""^ '"

who had followed his anceftors from the Oxus to the Sangar ; and

the plains of Anatolia are ftill covered with the white and black

tents of their ruftic brethren. But this original drop was dilTolved

in the mafs of voluntary and vanquiihed fubjefts, who, under the

name of Turks, are united by the common ties of religion, Ian-
.

guage, and manners. In the cities, from Erzeroum to Belgrade,

that national appellation is common to all the Moflems, the firft and

moft honourable inhabitants ; but they have abandoned, at leaft in

Romania, the villages, and the cultivation of the land, to the Chriftian

peafants. In the vigorous age of the Ottoman government, the

Turks were themfelves excluded from all civil and military honours ;

and a fervile clafs, an artificial people, was railed by the difcipline

of education to obey, to conquer, and to command '^ From the

time of Orchan and the firft Amurath, the fultans were perfuaded

that a government of the fword muft be renewed in each generation

with new foldiers ; and that fuch foldiers muft be fought, not

in eiFeminate Afia, but among the hardy and warlike natives of

Europe. The provinces of Thrace, Macedonia, Albania, Bulgaria,

and Servia, became the perpetual feminary of the Turkiih army ;

and when the royal fifth of the captives was diminifhed by con-

queft, an inhuman tax, of the fifth child, or of every fifth year, was

rigoroufly levied on the Chriftian families. At the age of twelve

or fourteen years, the moft robuft youths were torn from their

parents ; their names were enrolled in a book ; and from that mc-

" Chakondyles (l.v.) and Ducas (c. 23.) policy, and the tranfmotation of Chriftian

exhibit the rude lineaments of the Ottoman children into Turkiih foldiers.

raent
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C HAP. ment they were clothed, taught, and mahitained, for the puhUc fer-

i„._-„—_^ vice. According to the promife of their appearance, they were

feleded for tlie royal fchools of Boiu-fa, Pera, and Adrianople,

entrufted to the care of the hafliaws, or difperfed in the houfes of

the Anatolian peafantry. It v/as the firft care of their mailers to

inftrudl them in the Turkifh language : their hodies were exercifed

by every labour that could fortify their ftrength; they learned to

wreftle, to leap to run, to ihoot with the bow, and afterwards

with the muiket ; till they were drafted into the chambers and com-

panies of the Janizaries, and feverely trained in the military or mo-

naftic difcipline of the order. The youths moft confpicuous for

birth, talents, and beauty, were admitted into the inferior clafs of

yigiamoglans^ or the more liberal rank of lehoglans^ of whom the

former were attached to the palace, and the latter to the perfon of

the prince. In four fucceflivc fchools, under the rod of the white

eunuchs, the arts of horfemanfliiip and of darting the javelin were

their daily exercife, while thofe of a more ftudious caft applied

themfelves to the ftudy of the Koran, and the knowledge of the

Arabic and Perfian tongues. As they advanced in feniority and

merit, they were gradually difmifled to military, civil, and even

ecclefiaftical employments : the longer their flay, the higher was

their expedation ; till, at a mature period, they were admitted into

the number of the forty agas, who flood before the fultan, and were

promoted by his choice to the government of provinces and the firft

honours of the empire". Such a mode of inilitution was admirably

adapted to the form and fpirit of a defpotic monarchy. The mini-

fters and generals were, in the flria:en: fenfe, the flaves of the em-
-peror, to whofe bounty they were indebted for their infbrudion and

" This flcjtcb of the Turkifh education and a Defcription of the Seraglio, approved
and difcipline, is chiefly borrowed from Ry- by Mr. Greaves himfe.f, a curious traveller,

caul's State of the Ottoman Empire, the and inferted in the fecond volume of his

Siato Militarj del' Imperio Ottomanno of works.
Count Marfigli ^in Ilaja, 1732, in folio),

8 fupport.
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fupport. they left the feraglio, and fuffered their beards to ^ A P.

grow as the fymbol of enfranchifement, they found themfelves in an _ -.- _f

important office, without fadtion or friendihip, without parents and

without heirs, dependent on the hand which had raifed them from

the dull:, and which, on the flightefl difpleafure, could break in

pieces theie ftatues of glafs, as they are aptly termed by the Turkiih

proverb ^'. In the flow and painful ileps of education, their cha-

rafters and talents were unfolded to a difcerning eye : the man^

naked and alone, was reduced to the ftandard of his perfonal merit
j

and, if the fovereign had wifdom to chufe, he poiTeiTed a pure and

boundlefs liberty of choice. Tlie Ottoman candidates were trained ^

by the virtues of abftinence to thofe of adion ; by the habits of

fubmiffion to thofe of command. A fimilar fpirit was diifufed

among the troops ; and their filence and fobriety, their patience and

modefty, have extorted the reludant praife of their Chriftian ene-

mies *°. Nor can the vidory appear doubtful, if we compare the

difcipline and exercife of the Janizaries with the pride of birth,

the independence of chivalry, the ignorance of the new levies, the

mutinous temper of the veterans, and the vices of intemperance and

diforder, which fo long contaminated the armies of Europe.

The only hope of falvation for the Greek empire and the adjacent Invention

kingdoms, v;ould have been fome more powerful weapon, fome gunpowders

difcovery in the art of war, that lliould give them a decifive fupe-

riority over their Turkiih foes. Such a weapon was in their hands ;

.

fuch a difcovery had been made in the critical moment of their fate.

The chymlfts of China or Europe had found, by cafual or elaborate

experiments, that a mixture of faltpetre, fulphur, and charcoal, pro-

duces, with a fpark of fire, a tremendous explofion. It was foon

obferved, that if the expanfive force were compreifed in a ilrong

'' From the feries of cxv vizirs till the fiege '° See the entertaining and judicious letters

of Vienna (Marfigli.p. 13.), their place may of Buliequius.

be valued at three years andahalf purchaie.

tube,
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tube, a ball of ftone or iron might be expelled with irrefiftlble and

deftruilive velocity. The precife sera of the invention and appli-

cation of gunpoAvder '' is involved in doubtful traditions and equivo-

cal language
;
yet we may clearly difcern, that it was known before

the middle of the fourteenth century ; and that before the end of

the fame, the ufe of artillery in battles and fieges, by fea and

land, was familiar, to the ftates of Germany, Italy, Spain, France,

and England °\ The priority of nations is of fmall account ; none

could derive any exclufive benefit from their previous or fuperior

knowledge ; and in the common improvement they flood on the

fame level of relative power and military fcience. Nor was it pof-

fible to circumfcribe the fecret within the pale of the church ; it was

difclofed to the Turks by the treachery of apoftates and the felfiih

policy of rivals ; and the iultans had fenfe to adopt, and wealth to

reward, the talents of a Chriftian engineer. The Genoefe, who

tranfported Amurath into Europe, muft be accufed as his preceptors
j

and it was probably by their hands that his cannon was caft and

directed at the fiege of Conftantinople ". The firft attempt was in-

deed unfuccefsful ; but in the general warfare of the age, the advan-

tage was on iheir fide, who were moft commonly the aifailants
;

for a while the proportion of the attack and defence was fufpended

;

and this thundering artillery was pointed againft the walls and towers

'' The i" and ii'' volumes of Dr. Watfon's I. xii. c. 6;.), muft be weighed againft the

Chemical Effays, contain two valuable dif- iiienceof FroiiTard. Yet Muratori (Antiquit.

courfes on the difcovery and compofition of Italia medii ^vi, torn. ii. Diflert. xxvi.

gunpowder. p. 514, 515.) has produced a decifive paifage

^"^ On this fubjeft, modern tellimonies from Petrarch (de Remediis utriufque For-

cannot be trulled. The original paffages are tunx Dialog.), who, before the year 1344,

colleaed by Ducange (GlolT. Latin, torn. i. execrates this terreftrial thunder, fiufer rara,

p. 675. Bombarda). But in the early doubt- nunc communis.

ful twilight, the name, found, fire, and ef- *^ The Turkiih cannon, which Ducas

feft, that feem to exprefs our artillery, may (c. 30.) firft introduces before Belgrade (A. D.

be fairly interpreted of the old engines and 1436), is mentioned by Chalcondyles (1. v.

the Greek fire. For the Englifti cannon at p. 123.) in 1422, at the fiege of Conftanti-

Crecy, the authority of John \'illani (Chron. nople.

which
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•which had been ereded only to refift the lefs potent engines of an- C A

tiquity. By the Venetians, the ufe of gunpowder was communi-

cated without reproach to the fultans of Egypt and Perfia, their allies

againft the Ottoman power ; the fecret was foon propagated to the

extremities of Afia ; and the advantage of the European was con-

fined to his eafy vidories over the favages of the new world. If

we contrail; the rapid progrefs of this mifchievous diicovery with

the flow and laborious advances of reafon, fcience, and the arts of

peace, a philofopher, according to his temper, will laugh or weep

at the folly of mankind.

Vol. VL 3.C
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CHAP.
LXVI.

« J. »

EmbaiTy of

the younger
Andronicus
to pope Be-
redift XII.

A.D. 1339.

CHAP. LXVL

Afplications of the Eafiern Emperors to the Popes,—
Vifits to the Wef^ of yohn the Firfi^ Manuel^ a7id

John the Second^ Falceologus.—Uition of the Greek

and Lati?t Churches^ promoted by the Council of^
and concluded at Ferrara and Florence.—State of

Literature at Co?ifantinople.—Its Revival ijt Italy by

the Greek Fugitives.—Curiofty and Emulation of the

Latins.

IN the four lail centuries of the Greek emperors, their friendly or

hoftile afpe£l towards the pope and the Latins, may be obferved

as the thermometer of their profperity or diftrefs ; as the fcale of the

rife and fall of the Barbarian dynafties. "When the Turks of the

houfe of Seljuk pervaded Afia and threatened Conftantinople, we

have feen at the council of Placentia, the fuppliant ambafladors of

Alexius, imploring the protedion of the common father of the

Chriftians. No fooner had the arms of the French pilgrims removed

the fultan from Nice to Iconium, than the Greek princes refumed,

or avowed, their genuine hatred and contempt for the fchifmatics of

the Weft, which precipitated the firft downfal of their empire. The
,

date of the Mogul invafion is marked in the foft and charitable lan-

guage of John Vataces. After the recovery of Conftantinople, the

throne of the firft Palseologus was encompafled by foreign and do-

meftic enemies : as long as the fwcrd of Charles was fufpended over

his head, he bafely courted the favour of the Roman pontiff; and

facrificed



union.

OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^79

facrificed to the prefent danger, his faith, his virtue, and the aifec-

tion of his fubjedts. On the deceafe of Michael, the prince and

people alTerted the independence of their church and the purity of

their creed : the elder Andronicus neither feared nor loved the

Latins ; in his laft diilrefs, pride was the fafeguard of fuperftition, nor

could he decently retradt in his age the firm and orthodox declara-

tions of his youth, ilis grandfon, the younger Andronicus, was

lefs a ilave in his temper and fituation ; and the conqueft of Bithynia

by the Turks, admoniihed him to feek a temporal and fpiritual al-

liance with the weftern princes. After a feparation and filence of

fifty years, a fecret agent, the monk Barlaam, was difpatched to

pope Benedi£l the twelfth ; and his artful inftru<3:ions appear to have

been drawn by the mafter-hand of the great domeftic '. " Moft The argu-

*' holy father," was he commiifioned to fay, " the emperor is not crufade and.

*' lefs defirous than yourfelf of an union between the two churches :

" but in this delicate tranfadtion, he is obliged to refpedl his own
" dignity and the prejudices of his fubjeits. The ways of union are•

" two-fold ; force, and perfuafion. Of force, the inefficacy has been

" already tried ; fmce the Latins have fubdued the empire, without

" fubduing the minds, of the Greeks. The method of perfuafion»

" though flow, is fure and permanent. A deputation of thirty or

" forty of our doilors would probably agree with thofe of the

" Vatican, in the love of truth and the unity of belief: but on their

" return, what would be the ufe, the recompenfe of fuch agree-

" ment ? the fcorn of their brethren, and the reproaches of a blind

*' and obilinate nation. Yet that nation is accuftomed to reverence

" the general councils, which have fixed the articles of our faith
;

" and if they reprobate the decrees of Lyons, it is becaufe the Eaftern

" churches were neither heard nor reprefented in that arbitrary

' This curious inftruftion was tranicribed myfelf with the abbe Fleury (Hill. Ecclefiaf-

(I believe) from tha Vatican archives, by tique, torn. xx. p. 1—8.), whoft- abllrarts I

C'loricus RaynaWus, in his continuation of have always found to be clear, accurate, and

the Aniials of Barunius (Ri.nite, 1646—1677, impartial,

in X volumes in folio). I have contented

3 C 2 *' meeting.
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" meeting. For this ialutary end, it will be expedient, and even

" neceflary, that a well-chofen legate fhould be fent into Greece,

" to convene the patriarchs of Conftantinople, Alexandria, Antioch,

" and Jerufalem ; and, with their aid, to prepare a free and uni-

" verfal fyriod. But at this moment," continued the fubtle agent,

" the empire is aflaulted and endangered by the Turks, who have

" occupied four of the greateil cities of Anatolia. The Chriftian

" inhabitants have exprefled a wifh of returning to their allegiance

" and religion ; but the forces and revenues of the emperor are in-

*' fufficient for their deliverance : and the Roman legate muft be

" accompanied, or preceded, by an army of Franks, to expel the

" infidels, and open a way to the holy fepulchre." If the fufpicious

Latins iliould require fome pledge, fome previous eifedl of the fm-

cerity of the Greeks, the anfwers of Barlaam were perfpicuous and

rational. " i. A general fynod can alone confummate the union

" of the churches; nor can fuch a fynod be held till the three Orien-

" tal patriarchs, and a great number of bifliops, are enfranchifed

" from the Mahometan yoke. 2. The Greeks are alienated by a

" long feries of oppreflion and injury : they muft be reconciled by
*' fome a£t of brotherly love, fome effedual fucccur, which may
*' fortify the authority and arguments, of the emperor, and the

" friends of the union. 3. If fome difference of faith or ceremonies

" ihould be found incurable, the Greeks however are the difciples

" of Chrift ; and the Turks are the common enemies of the Chrif-

" tian name. The Armenians, Cyprians, and Rhodians, are equally

" attacked ; and it will become the piety of the French princes to

*' draw their fwords in the general defence of religion. 4. Should

" the fubjeds of Andronicus be treated as the worft of fchifmatics,

" of heretics, of pagans, a judicious policy may yet inftru£t the

'^ powers of the Weft to embrace an ufeful ally, to uphold a fmking

" empire, to guard the confines of Europe ; and rather to join the

" Greeks againft the Turks, than to expeil the union of the Turkiih

" arms
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" arms with the troops and treafures of captive Greece." The rea-

fon?, the offers, and the demands, of Andronicus, were eluded with

cold and ftately indifference. The kings of France and Naples de-

clined the dangers and glory of a crufade : the pope refufed to call

a new fynod to determine old articles of flxith : and his regard for

the obfolete claims of the Latin emperor and clergy, engaged him to

ufe an offenfive fuperfcription :
" To the moderator '' of the Greeks,

" and the perfons who flyle themfelves the patriarchs of the Eaftern

" churches." For fuch an embaffy, a time and character lefs pro-

pitious could not eafily have been found. Benedict the twelfth

'

was a dull peafant, perplexed with fcruples, and immerfed in floth

and wine : his pride might enrich with a third crown the papal

tiara, but he was alike unfit for the regal and the paftoral office.

After the deceafe of Andronicus, while the Greeks were diftradied Negodation

by inteftine v/ar, they could not prefume to agitate a general union zene with

of the Chriftians. But as foon as Cantacuzene had fubdued and a.^.^IUs^.'

pardoned his enemies, he was anxious to juftify, or at leaft to ex-

tenuate, the introdudlion of the Turks into Europe, and the nuptials

of his daughter with a Mufulman prince. Two officers of ftate,

with a Latin interpreter, were fent in his name to the Roman court,

which was tranfplanted to Avignon, on the banks of the Rhone,

during a period of feventy years ; they reprefented the hanl ne-

ceffity which had urged him to embrace the alliance of the mif-

creants, and pronounced by his command the fpecious and edifying

* The ambiguity of this title is happy or caps, atque (utinam folus)ruit . . . .Heu quanto

ingenious; s.ni moderator, as fynonymous to felicius patrio terram fulca/Tet aratro, quam
reaor, gubertiator, is a word of claflical, and fcalmum pifcatorium afcendiflet. This fa-

even Ciceronian, Latinity, which may be tire engages his biographer to weigh the vir-

found, not in the GlofTary of Ducange, but tues and vices of Benedidl XII. which have

in the Thefaurus of Robert Stephens. been exaggerated by Guelphs and Ghibe-
' The firft 'iipiftle (fine titulo) of Petrarch, lines, by Papills and Proteilants {(ee Me-

expofes the danger of u\t bark, and the in- moires fur la Vie de Petrarque, tom.i. p. 250.

capacity of the ///i/. Hxc inter, vino madi- ii. not. xv. p. i j — 16.). He gave occa/ion

dus, xvo gravis ac foporifero rore perfufus, to the faying, Bibajnus papaliter.

jainjam nutitat, dormitat, jam prse-

founds
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CHAP, founds of union and crufade. Pope Clement the fixth *, the fuc-
LXVI

i_ ,-__' cefibr of Benedidl, received them with hofpitality and honour,

acknowledged the innocence of their fovereign, excufed his diftrefs,

applauded his magnanimity, and difplayed a clear knowledge of the

ilate and revolutions of the Greek empire, which he had imbihed

from the honeft accounts of a Savoyard lady, an attendant of the

emprefs Anne '. If Clement was ill-endowed with the virtues

of a prieft, he poiTeiled however the fpirit and magnificence of a

prince, whofe liberal hand diilributed benefices and kingdoms with

equal facility. Under his reign, Avignon was the feat of pomp and

pleafure : in his youth he had furpaffed the licentioufnefs of a baron

;

and the palace, nay, the bed-chamber of the pope, was adorned, or

polluted, by the vifits of his female favourites. The wars of France

and England were adverfe to the holy enterprife ; but his vanity was

amufed by the fplendid idea ; and the Greek ambaifadors returned

with two Latin biihops, the minifters of the pontiif. On their ar-

rival at Conftantinople, the emperor and the nuncios admired each,

other's piety and eloquence: and their frequent conferences were filled

with mutual praifes and promifes, by which both parties were amufed,

and neither could be deceived. " I am delighted," fald the devout

Cantacuzene, " with the project of our holy war^ which muft re-

" dound to my perfonal glory, as well as to the public benefit of

*' Chriftendom. My dominions will give a free paiTage to the

" armies of France : my troops, my gallles, my treafures, ihall be

" confecrated to the common caufe ; and happy would be my fate,

" could I deferve and obtain the crown of martyrdom. Words are

* See the original lives of Clement VI. in with the moft indulgence; but Z'f is agentle-

Muratori (Script. Rerum Italicarum, torn. iii. man as well as a priell.

P. ii. p. 550— 389.). Matteo Villani (Chron. ' Her name (moll probably corrupted)

l.iii. c. 43. in Muratori, torn. xiv. p. 186.), was Zampea. She had accoir.oanied, and

who ftyles him, moho cavaliareico, poco re- alone remained with her miftrefs at Conftan-

liogofo ; Fleury (Hill. Ecclef. torn. xx. tinople, where her prudence, erudition, and

p. 126.), and the Vie de Petrarque (torn. ii. poliienefs, deferved the praifes of the Greeks

p. 42—45.). The abbe de Sade treats him themielves (Cantacuzen. 1. i. c. 42.).

« infuffi-
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" infufficient to exprefs the ardour with which I figh for the rcunloa chap.
LXVI.

" of the fcattered members of Chrift. If my death could avail, I ' ^—'!

" would gladly prefent my fword and my neck : if the fpiritual

.
" pho:nix could arife from my aihes, I would ered the pile and

" kindle the flame with my own hands." Yet the Greek emperor

prefumed to obferve, that the articles of faith which divided the

two churches had been introduced by the pride and precipitation of

the Latins : he difclaimed the fervile and arbitrary fteps of the firil

Palieologus ; and firmly declared, that he would never fubmit his

confcience unlefs to the decrees of a free and univerfal fynod.

*' The fituation of the times," continued he, " will not allow the

** pope and myfelf to meet either at Rome or Conftantinople ; but

*• fome maritime city may be chofen on the verge of the two em-
" pires, to unite the biihops, and to inftrud the faithful, of the

" Eaft and Weft." The nuncios feemed content with the propofi-

tion ; and Cantacuzene afFeds to deplore the failure of his hopes,

which were foon overthrown by the death of Clement and the dif-

ferent temper of his fucceflbr. His own life was prolonged, but it

was prolonged in a cloifter ; and, except by his prayers, the humble

monk was incapable of direfting the counfels of his pupil or the

ftate*.

Yet of all the Byzantine princes, that pupil, John Palseologus, Treaty of

was the beft difpofed to embrace, to believe, and to obey, the ihep- logus i. with

herd of the Weft. His mother, Anne of Savoy, was baptized in a.^d.^i'cc.'

the bofom of the Latin church : her marriage with Andronicus im-

pofed a change of name, of apparel, and of worihip ; but her heart

was ftill faithful to her country and religion ; ihe had formed the

infancy of her fon, and ihe governed the emperor, after his mind,

or at leaft his ftature, was enlarged to the fize of man. In the firft

year of his deliverance and reftoration, the Turks were ftill mafters

" See this whole negociation in Canta- and virtues which he beilov/s on himfelf, re-

CBzene (1. iv. c. 9.), who, amidft the praifes veals the uneafinefs of a guile/ confcience,

4 of
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^• of the Hellefpont ; the Ion of Cantacuzene was in arms at Adrla-

nople ; and Palccologus could depend neither on himfelf nor on his

people. By his mother's advice, and in the hope of foreign aid,

he abjured the rights both of the church and ftate ; and the ad of

flavery ', fubfcribed in purple ink, and fealed with the golden bull,

was privately intrufted to an Italian agent. The firft article of the

treaty is an oath of fidelity and obedience to Innocent the fixth and

his fucceifors, the fupreme pontiffs of the Roman and Catholic

church. The emperor promifes to entertain with due reverence

their legates and nuncios ; to ailign a palace for their refidence and

a temple for their worfhip ; and to deliver his fecond fon Manuel as

the hoftage of his faith. For thefe condefcenfions, he requires a

prompt fuccour of fifteen gallies, with five hundred men at arms,

and a thoufand archers, to ferve againft his Chriftian and Mufulman

enemies. Palseologus engages to impofe on his clergy and people

the fame fpiritual yoke ; but as the refiftance of the Greeks might

be juftly forefeen, he adopts the two eifedual methods of corruption

and education. The legate was empowered to diftribute the vacant

benefices among the ecclefiaftics who ihould fubfcribe the creed of

the Vatican : three fchools were inftituted to inftrudt the youth of

Conftantinople in the language and dodrine of the Latins ; and the

name of Andronicus, the heir of the empire, was enrolled as the

firft ftudent. Should he fail in the meafures of perfuafion or force,

Palseologus declares himfelf unworthy to reign j transferred to the

pope all regal and paternal authority ; and inverts Innocent with

full power to regulate the family, the government, and the marriage,

of his fon and fucceifor. But thb treaty was neither executed nor

publiflied : the Roman gallies were as vain and imaginary as the

fubmiflion of the Greeks ; and it was only by the fecrecy, that their

fovereign efcaped the dilhonour, of this fruidefs humiliation.

^ See this ignominious treaty in Fleury du«,who drew it from the Vatican archives. It

(Hift. Ecclef. p. 151— 154•)» ^'^°™ Raynal- was not worth the trouble of a pious forgery.

The
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The temped of the Turkiflx arms foon burft on his head ; and,

after the lofs of Adrianople and Romania, he was cncJofed in his

capital, the vaflal of the haughty Amurath, with the miferable hope

of being the laft devoured by the favage. In this abjc£l ftate,

Palseologus embraced the refolution of embarking for Venice, and

calling himfelf at the feet of the pope ; he was the iiril of the

Byzantine princes who had ever vifited the unknown regions of the

Weft, yet in them alone he could feek confolation or relief; and

with lefs violation of his dignity he might appear in the facred

college than at the Ottoman Porte. After a long abfence, the Ro-

man pontiffs were rerunning from Avignon to the banks of the

Tyber ; Urban the fifth ', of a mild and virtuous charader, encou-

raged or allowed the pilgrimage of the Greek prince ; and, within

the fame year, enjoyed the glory of receiving in the Vatican the

two Imperial ihadows, who reprefented the majefty of Conftantine

and Charlemagne. In this fuppliant vifit, the emperor of Conftan-

tinople, whofe vanity was loft in his diftrefs, gave more than could

be expeded of empty founds and formal fubmiffions. A previous

trial was impofed ; and in the prefence of four cardinals, he acknow-

ledged, as a true Catholic, the fupremacy of the pope, and the

double proceflion of the Holy Ghoft. After this purification, he

was introduced to a public audience in the church of St. Peter

;

Urban, in the midft of the cardinals, was feated on his throne ; the

Greek monarch, after three genuflexions, devoutly kifled the feet,

the hands, and at length the mouth, of the holy father, who cele-

brated high mafs in his prefence, allowed him to lead the bridle of

his mule, and treated him with a fumptuous banquet in the Vati-

can. The entertainment of Palseologus was friendly and honour-

able ;
yet fome difference was obferved between the emperors of the

» See the two firll original lives of Ur- (Fleury, Hill. Ecclef. tom.xx. p. 223, 224.).
ban V. (in Muratori, Script. Rerua» Italics- Yet, from fome variations, I fufpeft the

rum, torn. iii. P. ii. p. 623. 635.), and the papal writers of ilightly magnifying the ge-
Ecclefiaftical Annals of Spondanus (torn. i. nuflexions of Pal»ologu:.

p. 573. A.D. 1369, N";.) and Raynaldus

Vol. VI. jD Eaft
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Eaft and Weft ' ; nor could the former be entitled to the rare pri-

vilege of chaunting the gofpel in the rank of a deacon'". In favour

of his profelyte, Urban ftrove to rekindle the zeal of the French

king, and the other powers of the Weil ; but he found them cold

in the general caufe, and adlve only in their domeftic quarrels.

The laft hope of the emperor was in an Englirti mercenary, John

Hawkwocd ", or Acuto, who with a band of adventurers, the

white brotherhood, had ravaged Italy from the Alps to Calabria ;

fold his fervices to the hoilile ftates ; and incurred a juft excommu-

nication by iliooting his arrows againft the papal refidence. A fpe-

cial licencejyvas granted to negociate with the outlaw, but the forces,

or the fpiiit, of Hawkwood were unequal to the enterprife ; and it

was for the advantage perhaps of Palajologus to be difappointed of a

fuccour, that muft have been coftly, that could not be ciiedlual, and

which might have been dangerous '\ The dilconfolate Greek '^ pre-

pared for his return, but even his return was impeded by a moft

ignominious obitacle. On his arrival at Venice, he had borrowed

9 Paullo minus quam fi fuiiTet Imperator

Romanorum. Yet his title of Imperator

Griccorum was no longer difputed (Vit.

Urban V. p. 6i;,.)•

° It was ccnnned to the fucceiTors of

Charlemagne, and to them only on Chrill-

mas day. On all other feftirals, thefe Im-

perial deacons were content to ferve the pope»

as he faid mafs, wilh the book and the corpo-

ral. Yet the abbe de Sade generoufly thinks,

that the merits of Charles IV. .iiight have

entitled him, though not on the proper day

(A. D. 1368, November i.), to the whole pri-

vilege. He feems to affix a juil value on the

privilege and the man (Vie de Petrarqx,

tom.iii. p. 73^.).
" Through iome Italian corruptions, the

etymology of Fahotie in hofco (Matteo Viilani,

l.xi. c. 79. in IVIuratori, tom.xv. p. 746.),

fusgefts the Englifh word Haivkiuood, the

true name of our adventurous countryman

(Thomas Walfingham, Hift. Anglican, inter

Scriptores Cambdtni, p. 184). After tv.o-

and-twenty v!ftones,and one defeat, he died,

in 1394, General of the Florentines, and

was buried with fuch honours as the re-

public has not paid to Dante or Petrarch

(i\lura»ori, Annali d'ltalia, tom. xii. p. 21;

-37'•)-
" This torrent of Englifh (by birth or

Arvice) overflowed from France into Italy

after the peace of Bretigny in 1360. Yet the

exclanna'.ion of Muratori (Annali, tom. xii.

p. 197) is raiher true than civil. " Ci man-
" cava ancor quefco, che dopo efTere calpe-

" llrata I'lta'iada tanti mainadieri Tedefchj
" cd Ungheri, veniiTero fin dalT Inghliterra

" ni'.ovi cani a fin ire ci divorarla."

'^ Chalcondyles, !. i. p. 25, 26. The
Greek fuppofes his journey to the king o{

France, which is fufficiently refuted by the

iilence of the national hillorians. Nor am I

much more inclined to believe, that Pa!a:t>-

logus departed from Italy, valde bene c.onfo-

latus et contsntus (Vit. Urb;in V. p. 623.).

large
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large funis at exorbitant uiiny ; but his coffers were empty, his

creditors were impatient, and his perlbii was detained as the beft

fecurity for the payment. His eldeft fon Andronicus, the regent of

Conftantinople, was repeatedly urged to exhauft every rcfource
;

and, even by Gripping the churches, to extricate his father from

captivity and difgrace. But the unnatural youth was infenfible of

the difgrace, and fecretly pleafed with the captivity of the emperor

;

the ftate was poor, the clergy was obftinate ; nor could fomc reli-

gious fcruple be wanting to excufe the guilt of his indifference and

delay. Such undutiful negled: was feverely reproved by the piety

of his brother Manuel, who inftantly fold or mortgaged all that he

poffeffed, embarked for Venice, relieved his father, and pledged his

own freedom to be refponfible for the debt. On his return to Con- His return to

r, • 1 1 11• •• '^11• r• . , ^ ,
Conllantino-

Itantinople, the parent and king diltinguilhed his two ions with fuit- pie,

able rewards; but the faith and manners of the flothful Pala^ologus ' *
^^^°'

had not been improved by his Roman pilgrimage ; and his apoftacy

or converfion, devoid of any fpiritual or temporal effeds, was

fpeedily forgotten by the Greeks and Latins '*.

Thirty years after the return of Palxologus, his fon and fucceffor, ^ifit of the

» 1 r r • • 1 1 ,- , . .^ emperorMa-
Manuel, irom a iimilar motn^e, but on a larger Icale, again vifited nuel

the countries of the Weft. In a preceding chapter I have related

his treaty with Bajazet, the violation of that treaty, the fiegc or

blockade of Conftantinople, and the French fuccour under the com-

mand of the gallant Boucicault ". By his ambaffadors, Manuel had

folicited the Latin powers ; but it was thought that the prefence of

a diftreffed monarch would draw tears and fupplies from the hardeft

Barbarians"^; and the marihal who advifed the journey, prepared

the reception, of the Byzantine prince. The land was occupied by

• His return in 1370, and the coronation '' Memolres de Boucicault, P.i. c. 35,36.
ofMsnuel, Sept. 2;, 1373 (Ducange, Fam. " His journey into the weft of Europe, is

Byzant. p. 24!.), leaves feme intermediate flightly, and I believe reluflantly, noticed

a;ra for the confpiracy and punifhment of by Chalcondyles (1. ii. c. 44—50.) and Du-
Andronicus. cas (c. 14.).

3 D 2 the
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CHAP, the Turks ; but the navigation of Venice was fafe and open : Italy

^_ ,- _ received him as the firft, or, at leaft, as the fecond of the Chriftian

princes ; Manuel was pitied as the champion and confeflbr of the

faith ; and the dignity of his behaviour prevented that pity from

finking into contempt. From Venice he proceeded to Padua and

Pavia ; and even the duke of Milan, a fecret ally of Bajazet, gave

him fafe and honourable condud to the verge of his dominions ".

to the court On the confines of France '^, the royal officers undertook the care

A. 0.1400, of his perfon, journey, and expences ; and two thoufand of the

richeft citizens, in arms and on horfeback, came forth to meet him

as far as Charenton, in the neighbourhood of the capital. At the

gates of Paris, he was faluted by the chancellor and the parliament

;

and Charles the fixth, attended by his princes and nobles, welcomed

his brother with a cordial embrace. The fucceiTor of Conftantine

was clothed in a robe of white filk, and mounted on a milk-white

ileed ; a circumftance, in the French ceremonial, of fingular import-

ance : the white colour is confidered as the fymbol of fovereignty

;

arid, in a late vifit, the German emperor, after an haughty demand

and a peevlih refufal, had been reduced to content himfelf with a

black eourfer. Manuel was lodged in the Louvre ; a fucceflion of

feafts and balls, the pleafures of the banquet and the chace, were

ingenioufiy varied by the politenefs of the French, to difplay their

magnificence and amufe his grief: he was indulged in the liberty

of his chapel ; and the dodors of the Sorbonne were aftoniihed,

and polfibly fcandalifed, by the language, the rites, and the veft-

ments, of his Greek clergy. But the flighteil glance on the ftate of

the kingdom, muft teach him to defpair of any effeitual aifiilance.

'' Muratori, Annali d'ltalia, torn. xii. fee Spondanus (Annal. Ecdef. torn. i. p.676,

p. 40(1. John Galer.zzo was the firft and 677. AD. 1400, N°5.), who quotes Ju-

moll powerful duke of Milan. His connec- venal des Urfins, and the monk of St. Denys;

tion with Bajdzet is attelled by Froiflard

;

and Villaret (Hift. de France, torn. xii.

and he contribuieJ to fave and deliver the p. 331—334.), who quotes nobody, accotd-

Fiench captives of Nicopolis. ing to the lail falbion of the French writers.

'" For the reception of Manuel at Parisj

The
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Tlie unfortunate Charles, though he enjoyed fome lucid interval's, C a p,

r • . , . r LXVI.
continually relapfed into furious or ftupid mfanity : the reins of < ^ '

government were alternately feized by his brother and uncle, the

dukes of Orleans and Burgundy, whofe fadious competition pre-

pared the miferies of civil war. The former was a gay youth, dif-

folved in luxury and love : the latter was the father of John count

of Nevers, who had fo lately been ranfomed from Turkiih capti-

vity ; and, if the fearlefs fon was ardent to revenge his defeat, the

more prudent Burgundy was content with the coil and peinl of the

firil experiment. When Manuel had fatiated the curiofity, and per-

haps fatigued the patience, of the French, he refolved on a vifit to

the adjacent ifland. In his progrefs from Dover, he was entertained of Ergland,

at Canterbury with due reverence by the prior and monks of St. Duember.

Auilin ; and, on Blackheath, king Henry the fourth, with the

Englilh court, faluted the Greek hero (I copy our old hiftorian),

who, during many days, was lodged and treated in London as em-

peror of the Eaft '. But the ilate of England was ftill more ad-

verfe to the defign of the holy war. In the fame year, the heredi-

tary fovereign had been depofed and murdered ; the reigning prince

was a fuccefsful ufurper, whofe ambition was punifhed by jealoufy

and remorfe : nor could Henry of Lancafter withdraw his perfon or

forces from the defence of a throne incelfantly ihaken by confpiracy

and rebellion. He pitied, he praifed, he feafted, the emperor of

Conftantinople ; but if the Engliih monarch aOumed the crofs, it

was only to appeafe his people, and perhaps his confcience, by the"

merit or femblance of this pious intention''. Satisfied, however,

' A fhort note of Manuel in England, is et per miiltos dies exhibuit gloriore, pro

extrafled by Dr. Hody from a MS. at Lam- expenfis hofpitii fui folvcns, ct com refpi-

beth (de Grxcis illuftribus, p. 14), C. P. ciens tanto fafligio donativis. He repeats

Jmperator, diu variifqueet horrendisPagano- the fame rn his Upodigma Neurtria:, 556.).
ruminfultibuscoartatus,utproeifdemrefillen- " Shakefpeare begins and ends the play

tiam triumphalem perqulreret Anglorum Re- of lienry IV. with that prince's vow of a

gem vifitare decrevit, &c. Rex (fays Wal- crufade, and his belief that he IliouUl die in•

fingham, p.364.) nobili apparatu fufcepi: Jerufalem,

(ut decuit) tan turn Heroa, duxitque Londonias,

1-
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CHAP, with gifts and honours, Manuel returned to Paris ; and, after a re-
LXVI.

. .

<—^^—. fidence of two' years in the Weft, ihaped his courfe through Ger-
Hi< return to

• i
•

i

Greece, many and Italy, embarked at Venice, and patiently expeded, in

'

.

' "'
the Morea, the moment of his ruin or deliverance. Yet he had

ei'caped the ignominious neceffity of offering his religion to public

or private fale. The Latin church was diftraQed by the great

fchifm : the kings, the nations, the univerfities, of Europe, were

divided in their obedience between the popes of Rome and Avignon
j

and the emperor, anxious to conciliate the friendihip of both parties,

abftained from any correfpondence with the indigent and unpopular

rivals. His journey coincided with the year of the jubilee; but he

pafled through Italy without defirlng, or deferving, the plenary in-

dulp'ence which aboliihed the guilt or penance of the fins of the

faithful. The Roman pope was offended by this negledt ; accufed

him of irreverence to an image of Chrift ; and exhorted the princes

of Italy to rejedl and abandon the obftinate fchifmatic ".

Greek know- During the period of the crufades, the Greeks beheld with afto^
J.dgeandde- r • • i t

ftiipiions nilhment and terror the perpetual Itream or emigration that liowed,

and continued to flow, from the unknown climates of the Weft.

The vifits of their laft emperors removed the veil of feparation, and

they difclofed to their eyes the powerful nations of Europe, whom
they no longer prefumed to brand with the name of Barbarians.

The obfervations of Manuel, and his more inquifitive followers, have

been preferved by a Byzantine hiftorian of the times'* : his fcattered

*•' This fail is preferved in the Hiftoria and that, fome contemporaries of the fame

Po'.itica, A. D. 1391— 1478, publilhed by name contributed to the revival of the Greek

Martin Crufius (Turco Grxcia, p. i—43.)• language in Italy. But in his numerous di-

The image of Chrift, which the Greek em- grtflions, the modeft hiftorian has never in-

pcror refufed to vvorftiip, was probably a troduced himfelf; and his editor LeuncJavius,

work of fculpture. as well as Fabricius (Bibliot, GrtC. torn. vi.

*' The Greek and Turklfh hiftoryof Lao- p. 474•)• feems ignorant (f his life and cha-

ricus Chalcondyles ends with the winter of rafter. For his defcriptions of Germany,

1463, and the abrupt concluiion feems to F'rance, and England, fee 1. ii. p. 36, 37.

inark, that he 1 ud down his pen in the fame 44— 50.

year. We know that he was an Athenian,

ideas
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ideas I fliall colled and abridge ; and it may be amufing enough, ^ ^
'.

-^ P•

perhaps inilrudive, to contemplate the rude pidures of Germany, ' v-—

'

France, and England, whofe ancient and modern Hate are lb fii-

miliar to oar minds. I. Germany (fays the Greek Chalcondyles) ofGermary;

is of ample latitude from Vienna to the Ocean ; and it ftretches (a

ftrange geography) from Prague in Bohemia to the river TarteiTus,

a-nd the Pyrena^an mountains'". The foil, except in figs and olives,

is fufficicntly fruitful ; the air is falubrious ; the bodies of the natives

are robuft and healthy ; and thefe cold regions are feldom vifited

with the calamities of peftilence, or earthquakes. After the Scythians

or Tartars, the Germans are the moil numerous of natrons ; they

are brave and patient, and were they united under a fingle heacf,

their force would be irrefiilible. By the gift of the pope, they have

acquired the privilege of chufing the Roman emperor""*; nor is any

people more devoutly attached to the faith and obedience of the

Latin patriarch. The greateft part of the country is divided among

tht princes and prelates ; but Strafburgh, Cologne, Hamburgh, and

more than two hundred free cities, are governed by fage and equal

laws, according to the will, and for the advantage, of the whole

community. The ufe of duels, or fingle combats on foot, prevails

among them in peace and war; tiieir induftry excels in all the me-

chanic arts, and the Germans may boaft of the invention of gun-

powder and cannon, which is now diiFufed over the greatcfl: part of

the world. II. The kingdom of Fr.^nce is fpread above fifteen or of France;

tv/enty days journey from Germany to Spain, and from the Alps to

" I (hall not animaavert on the geogra- '' Acicizen of ne.v Rome, while new Rom?
phical errors of Chalcondyles. In this in- funivcd, would have fcorned to dignify the

llance, he perhaps followed, and miftook, German Pj:| with the titles of 3czc-i\£t,, or ' li-•-

Herodoius (l.ii. c.33.), whofe text may be ( fV'iitii,•. : but all pride was in

explained (Herodote de Larch^r, tom. ii. the bofom of Chalcondyles ; and he defcrifaes

p. 219, 220.), or whofe ignonnce may be the B.zantine prince, and his fubjed, by the

excufed. Had thcfe modern Greeks never proper, though humble names of 'EM»>£:, and

read Strabo, or any of their leiler geogra- Bo£c-i?.=i{ £•/,..

phers i

7 the
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CHAP, the Brltiih Ocean; containing many fiouriihlng cities, and among

,_ , 1^__' y tliefe Paris, the feat of the king, which furpaifes the reft in riches

and luxury. Many princes and lords alternately wait in his palace,

and acknowledge him as their fovereigu ; the moft powerful are the

dukes of Bretagne and Burgundy, of whom the latter poflefles the

wealthy province of Flanders, whofe harbours are frequented by the

ihips and merchants of our own and the more remote feas. The

French are an ancient and opulent people : and their language and

manners, though fomewhat different, are not diflimilar from thofe

of the Italians. Vain of the Imperial dignity of Charlemagne, of their

vi£lories over the Saracens, and of the exploits of their heroes,

Oliver and Rowland ^'
; they efteem themfelves the firft of the

weftern nations : but this fooliih arrogance has been recently hum-

bled by the unfortunate events of their wars againft the Engliih, the

of England, inhabitants of the Britiih ifland. III. Britain, in the ocean, and

oppofite to the fliores of Flanders, may be confidered either as one,

or as three iflands ; but the whole is united by a common intereft,

by the fame manners, and by a fimilar government. The meafure

of its circumference is five thoufand ftadia : the land is overfpread

with towns and villages : though deftitute of wine, and not abound-

ing in fruit-trees, it is fertile in wheat and barley ; in honey and

w^ool ; and much cloth is manufactured by the inhabitants. In po-

puloufnefs and power, in riches and luxury, London", the metro-

polis of the ifle, may claim a pre-eminence over all the cities of the

Weft. It is fituate on the Thames, a broad and rapid river, which

zt the diftance of thirty miles falls into the Gallic Sea ; and the daily

*5 Moft of the old romances were tranflated

in the xiv"" century into French profe, and foon

became the favourite amufement of the knights

and ladies in the court of Charles VI. If a

Greek believed in the exploits of Rowland

and Oliver, he may furely be excufed, fince

the monks of St.Denys, the national hifto-

rians, have inferted the fables of archbilhop

Turpin in iheir Chronicles of France.

^^' . . . . Jc TE ;
Tu;v IV vr^ffctj -, &

ivouifAona,/^ tcl'h ^: /.
Even fince the time of FitzRephen (the xii'''

century), London appears to have maintained

this pre-eminence of wealth and magnitude

;

and her gradual increafe has, at leail, kept

pace with the genera] improvement of Eu-

rope.

flow
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^ow and ebb of the tide, affords a fafe entrance and departu^ to C A P.

the vcilels of commerce. The 4cHig is the head Qfia powerfura*?^

•turbulent ariftocracy ; his principal vaiTals hold their 'eflates by a free

and unalterable tenure; and the laws define the limits of his autho-

rity and their obedience. The kingdom has' lieieiv' often afflifted

by foreign conqueft and domeftic fedition ; but th'e'nati\'es are bold

and hardy, renowned in arms and viitorious in war. The form

of their ihields or targets is derived from the Italians, that' of their

fwords from the Greeks ; the ufe of the long bow is the .pfeculiar

and decifive advantage of the Englifli. Their language bears np

affinity to the idioms of the continent ; in the habits of doipeiilic

life, they are not eafily diftinguiihed from their iieighbojirs^^ipjf .,., tiU

France : but the mofl fingular circumftance of their manners is their „ •"°*^

difregard of conjugal honour and of female chail'ity. In their mu-

tual vifits, as the firft adl of hofpitality, the gueft is welcomed in

the embraces of their wives and daughters : among frie,nds they are

lent and borrowed without ihame ; nor are the iflanders offended at

this Urange commerce, and its inevitable confequences''. Informed

as we are of the cufloms of old England, and affured of the virtue

of our mothers, we may fmile at the credulity, or refent the in-

juflice, of the Greek, who muft have confounded a modeft falute
"

.with a criminal embrace. But his credulity and injuftice may teach

an important leffon ; to diftrufl the accounts of foreign and remote

nations, and to fufpend our belief of every tale^th^t, deviates;, frotu

the laws of nature and the charadler of man''. ,..,-s.„ .^>.,, r,;.u,, p

^' If the double fenfe of the verb Kvj *' Perhaps we may apply this remark to

(ofculor, and in utero gero) be equivocal, the community of wives among the old Bri-

the context and pious horror of Chalcondyles tons, as it is fuppofed by Csfar and Dion

can leave no doubt of his meaning and mif- (Dion Caffius, 1. l.vii. torn. ii. p. 1007.), with

take (p. 49.). Reimar's judicious annotation. Th& Arreitf

*' Erafmus (Epift. FauHo Andrelino) has of Otaheite, fo certain at firft, is become

a pretty paflage on the Engliih faihion of lefs vifibie and fcandalous, in proportion as we

kifling ftrangers on their arrival and de- have ftudied the manners of that gentle and

|3arture, from whence, however, he draws amorous people,

no fcandalous inferences.

Vol. VI. 3 After
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After his return, and the vidtory of Timour, Manuel reigned many
years in profperity and peace. As long as the fons of Bajazet foli-

cited his friendihip and fpared his dominions, he was fatisued with

the national reUgion ; and his leifure was employed in compofing

twenty theological dialogues for its defence. The appearance of the

Byzantine ambaifadors at the council of Conftance '° announces the

reftoration of the Turkiih power, as well as of the Latin church

;

the conqueft of the fultans, Mahomet and Amurath, reconciled the

emperor to the Vatican ; and the fiege of Conftantinople almoft

tempted him to acquiefce in the double proceflion of the Holy Ghoft.

When Martin the fifth afcended without a rival the chair of St.

Peter, a friendly intercourfe of letters and embaifies was revived

His negocia- between the Eaft and Weft. Ambition on one fide, and diftrefs on

a', d. the other, didated the fame decent language of charity and peace :

M'7—'4iS• the artful Greek expreiTed a defire of marrying his fix fons to Italian

princefles ; and the Roman, not lefs artful, difpatched the daughter

of the marquis of Montferrat, with a company of noble virgins, to

foften by their charms the obftinacy of the fchifmatics. Yet under

this maik of zeal, a difcerning eye will perceive that all was hollow

and infincere in the court and church of Conftantinople. According

to the viciifitudes of danger and repofe, the emperor advanced or

retreated ; alternately inftru£ted and difavowed his minifters ; and

efcaped from an importunate preiTure by urging the duty of en-

quiry, the obligation of colleding the fenfe of his patriarchs and

biihops, and the impoifibility of convening them at a time when the

Turkiih arms were at the gates of his capital. From a review of

the public tranfadlions it will appear, that the Greeks infifted on

three fucceifive meafures, a fuccour, a council, and a final re-union,

while the Latins eluded the fecond, and only promlfed the firft, as

a confequential and voluntary reward of the third. But we have

'" See Lenfant, Hift. du Concile de Con- Spondanus, the Bibliotheque of Dupin,

fiance, torn. ii. p. 576.; and for the eccle- tom.xii. and xxi" and xxii'' volumes of the

fiaftical hiftory of thg times, the Annals of HiftoryjOrrather the Continuation, of Fleury.

an
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an opportunity of unfolding the moil fecret intentions of Manuel, chap
as he explained them in a private converfation without artifice or «-^

—

<-^

difguife. In his declining age, the emperor had aflbciated John motives!"^

PaliEologus, the fecond of the name, and the eldeft of his fons, on

whom he devolved the greateft part of the authority and weight

of government. One day, in the prefence only of the hiftorian

Phranza ", his favourite chamberlain, he opened to his colleague

and fucceflbr the true principle of his negociations with the

pope ". " Our laft refource," faid Manuel, " againft the Turks is

" their fear of our union with the Latins, of the warlike nations of

" the Weft, who may arm for our relief and for their deftrudlon.

" As often as you are threatened by the mifcreants, prefent this

** danger before their eyes. Propofe a council ; confult on the

*• means ; but ever delay and avoid the convocation of an aflembly,

** which cannot tend either to our fpiritual or temporal emolument.

*' The Latins are proud ; the Greeks are obftinate ; neither party

*' will recede or retradt ; and the attempt of a perfedl union will

** confirm the fchifm, alienate the churches, and leave us, without

" hope or defence, at the mercy of the Barbarians." Impatient of

this falutary leflbn, the royal youth arofe from his feat, and de-

parted in filence ; and the wife monarch (continues Phranza), caft-

ing his eyes on me, thus refumed his difcourfe :
" My fon deems

" himfelf a great and heroic prince ; but, alas ! our miferable age

' From his early youth, George Phranza, fervice of the defpots of Peloponnefus.

or Phranzes, was employed in the fervice of " See Phranzes, 1. ii. c. 13, While fo

the ftate and palace; and Hanckius (de many man ufcripts of the Greek original are
Script. Byzant. P. i. c. 40.) has collefted his extant in the libraries of Rome, Milan, the
life from his own writings. He was no more Efcurial, &c. it is a matter of (hame and re-
than four-and-twenty years of age at the proach, that we Ihould be reduced to the
death of Manuel, who recommended him in Lafin verfion, or abftraft, of James Pontanus
the ftrongeft terms to his f«cceflbr : Im- (ad calcem Theophylaft Simocatts ; Ingol-
primis vero hunc Phranzen tibi commendo, ftadt, 1604), fo deficient in accuracy and
qui miniftravit mihi fideliter et diligenter elegance (Fabric. Bibliot. Grsc. Com. vi.

(Phranzes, 1. ii. c. 1.). Yet the empe- p. 6ic—620).
Tor John was cold, and he preferred the

3 2 " does
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" does not afFord fcope for hcroifm or greatnefs. His daring fplric

" might have fuited the happier times of our anceftors ; but the

" prefent ftate requires not an emperor, but a cautious fteward of

•* the laft relics of our fortunes. Well do I remember the lofty ex-

" pedlations which he built on our alliance with Muftapha ; and

" much do I fear, that his raili courage will urge the ruin of our

" houfe, and that even religion may precipitate our downfal." Yet

the experience and authority of Manuel preferved the peace and

His death. eluded the council ; till, in the feventy-eighth year of his age, and

in the habit of a monk, he terminated liis career, dividing his pre-

cious moveables among his children and the poor, his phyficians

and his favourite fervants. Of his fix fons", Andronicus the fe-

cond was invefted with the principality of TheiTalonica, and died-

of a leprofy foon after the fale of that city to the Venetians ami

its final conquefl: by the Turks. Some fortunate incidents had re-

ftored Peloponnefus, or the Morea, to the empire ; and in his more-

profperous days, Manuel had fortified the narrow ifthmus of fix

miles '* with a ftone wall and one hundred and fifty-three towers.

The wall was overthrown by the firft blaft of the Ottomans : the

fertile peninfula might have been fufficient for the four younger

brothers, Theodore and Conilantine, Demetrius and Thomas ; but

they wafted in domeftic contefts the remains of their ftrength ; and

the leaft iuccefsful of the rivals were, reduced to a life of dependence

in the Byzantine palace.

Zeal of The eldeft of the fons of Manuel, John Palasologus the fecond^

logus 11. was acknowledged, after his father's death, as the fole emperor of

^
* __ the Greeks. He immediately proceeded to repudiate his wife, and

^3 See Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 243

—

ler than that of 660 French toij'es, which is

248. .Tffigned by d'Anville as ftiU in uie in Turkey.
i+ The exafi meafure of the Hexamilion, Five miles are commonly reckoned for the

from fea to fea, was 3S00 orgygix, or toifes, breadth of the Ilihmus. See the Travels of

of fix Greek feet (l^hranzes, 1. t. c. 38.), Spon, Wheeler, and Chandler,

which would produce aGreek tnilejilill fmal-

5 to
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I

to contradl a new marriage with the princefs of Trebizond : beauty CHAP,
was in his eyes the firft qualification of an emprefs ; and the clergy < « «

had yielded to his firm aflurance, that unlefs he might be indulged

in a divorce, he would retire to a doifter, and leave the throne to

his brother Conftantine. The firft, and in truth the only, victory

of Palseolcgus was over a Jew ", whom, after a long and learned

difpute, he converted to the Chriftian faith ; and this momentous

conqueft is carefully recorded in the hiftory of the times. But he

foon refumed fiic dellgn of uniting the Eaft and Weft ; and, regard-

lefs of his father's advice, liftened, as it ihould feem with fincerity,

to the propofal of meeting the pope in a general council beyond the

Adriatic. This dangerous projeil was encouraged by Martin the

fifth, and coldly entertained by his fucceftbr Eugenius, till, after a

tedious negociation, the emperor received a fummons from a Latin

aiTembly of a new chara^er, the independent prelates of Bafil, who
ftyled themfelves the reprefentatives and judges of the Catholic

church.

The Roman pontiff had fought and conquered in the caufe of Corruption

.ecclefiaftical freedom; but the vittorious clergy were foon expofed to church.

the tyranny of their deliverer ; and his facred character was invul-

nerable to thofe arms which they found fo keen and eifedual againft

the civil magiftrate. Their great charter, the right of eledion, was

annihilated by appeals, evaded by trufts or commendams, difap-

pointed by reverfionary grants, and fuperfeded by previous and

arbitrary refervations '\ A public audion was inftituted in the

court of Rome : the cardinals and favourites were enriched with the

^5 The firft objeftion of the Jews, is on the of Fra- Paolo (in the iv''• volume of the laft

deathofChrift:. if it were voluntary, Chrill and beft edition of his works), the papal
was a fuicide; which the emperor parries fyftem is deeply iludied and freely defcribed.
with a my.lery. They then difpute on the Should Rome and her religion be annihi-
conception of the virgin, the fenfe of the Jated, this golden volume may Hill furvive,
prophecies, &c. (Phranzes, l.ii. c. 12. a a philofophical ;;-, .and a falutary wara-
whole chapter). jpg^

3' In the treatife delle Materie Beneficiarie

fpoiis
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C ,^^ ^' spoils of nations j and every country might complain that the mofi:

*
» * important and valuable benefices were accumulated on the heads of

aliens and abfentees. During their refidence at Avignon, the ambi-

tion of the popes fubfided in the meaner paflions of avarice " and

luxury : they rigoroufly impofed on the clergy the tributes of

iirft-fruits and tenths ; but they freely tolerated the impunity

of vice, diforder, and corruption. Thefe manifold fcandals were

Schjfm, aggravated by the great fchifm of the Weft, which continued

1377-1,429. above fifty years. In the furious conflids of Rome and Avignon,

the vices of the rivals were mutually expofed ; and their precarious

fituation degraded their authority, relaxed their difcipline, and mul-

tiplied their wants and exaitions. To heal the wounds, and reftore

Council of the monarchy, of the church, the fynods of Pifa and Conftance"

A.'^D. 140Q. "Were fuccefllvely convened ; but thefe great aflemblies, confcious of

^'^^a"?^"'^'
*^^^^ ftrength, refolved to vindicate the privileges of the Chriftian

M4.14— 1418. ariftocracy. From a perfonal fentence againft two pontiffs, whom
they rejefted, and a third, their acknowledged fovereign, whom
they depofed, the fathers of Conftance proceeded to examine the

nature and limits of the Roman fupremacy ; nor did they feparate

till they had eftabliihed the authority, above the pope, of a general

council. It was enaded, that, for the government and reformation

of the church, fuch aiTemblies ihould be held at regular intervals ;

and that each fynod, before its diifolution, ihould appoint the time

and place of the fubfequent meeting. By the influence of the

court of Rome, the next convocation at Sienna was eafily eluded ;

^' Pope John XXII. (in 1334) left behind the xiv'* century is enormous, and almoft in-

'hifli, at Avignon, eighteen millions of gold credible.

florins, and the value of feven millions more ^' A learned and liberal proteftant, M.
in plate and jewels. See the Chronicle of John Lenfant, has given a fair hiftory of the

Villani (l.xi. c. 20. in Muratori's Colleilion, councils of Pifa, Conftance, and Bafil, infix

torn. xiii. p. 765.), whofe brother received volumes in quarto: but the laft part is the

the account from the papal treafurers. A moft hafty and imperfeft, except in the ac-

treafure of fix or eight millions fteiling in count of the troubles of Bohemia.

4. but
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but the bold and vigorous proceedings of the council of Bafil " had

almoft been fatal to the reigning pontiff, Eugenius the fourth. A
juft fufpicion of his defign prompted the fathers to haften the pro-

mulgation of their firft decree, that the reprefentatives of the church-

militant on earth were inverted with a divine and fpiritual jurif-

didion over all Chriftians, without excepting the pope ; and that a

general council could not be diifolved, prorogued, or transferred,

unlefs by their free deliberation and ccnfent. On the notice that

Eugenius had fulminated a bull for that purpofe, they ventured to

fummon. to admoniih, to threaten, to cenfure, the contumacious

fucceifor of St. Peter. After many delays, to allow time for re- Their oppo-

. fition to Eu-
pentance, they finally declared, that, unlefs he fubmitted within genius IV.

the term of fixty days, he was fufpended from the exercife of all

temporal and ecclefiaftical authority. And to mark their jurifdidion

over the prince as well as the prieft, they aiTumed the government

of Avignon, annulled the alienation of the facred patrimony, and

protected Rome from the impofition of new taxes. Their boldnefs

was juftified, not only by the general opinion of the clergy, but by

the fupport and power of the firft monarchs of Chriftendom : the

emperor Sigifmond declared himfelf the fervant and protestor of the

fynod ; Germany and France adhered to their caufe ; the duke of"

Milan was the enemy of Eugenius ; and he was driven from the

Vatican by an infurredion of the Roman people. Rejedted at the

fame time by his temporal and fpiritual fubjeds, fubmiffion was his

only choice : by a moft humiliating bull, the pope repealed his own

a£ts, and ratified thofe of the council ; incorporated his legates and

cardinals with that venerable body ; and feemed to refign himfelf to

the decrees of the fupreme legiflature. Their fame pervaded the

*' The original ails or minutes of the verfity was founded by pope Pius II. (y^nea»

council of Bafil, are preferved in the public Sylvius), who had been fecretary to the coun-

library, in twelve volames in folio. Bafil was cil. But what is a council, or an univerfity,

a free city, conveniently fituate on the Rhine, w the preffes of Froben and the ftudies of

and guarded by the arms of the neighbouring Erafmus.'

and confederate Swifs. In 1459, the «ni•

countries
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-C A P. .countries of the Eaft ; and it was in their prefence that Siffifmond
LXVI.

.

« „ ' received the ambafiadors of the Turkiih fultan "*
, who laid at his

feet twelve large vafes, filled with robes of filk and pieces of gold.

Negociations The fathers of Bafil afpired to the glory of reducing the Greeks, as

Greeks, Well as the BoheniianS, within the pale of the church ; and their

1434— 143-. deputies invited the emperor and patriarch of Conftantinople to

unite with an affembly which poiTefled the confidence of the Weft-

ern nations. Palrcologus was not averfe to the propofal ; and his

ambafladors were introduced with due honours into the Catholic

fenate. But the choice of the place appeared to be an infuperable

obftacle, fince he refufed to pafs the Alps, or the fea of Sicily, and

pofitively required that the fynod iliould be adjourned to forae

convenient city in Italy, or at leaft on the Danube. The other

articles of this treaty were more readily ftipulated : it was agreed to

defray the travelUng expences of the emperor, M'ith a train of

feven hundred pcrfons*', to remit an immediate fum of eight thou-

sand ducats
*''

for the accommodation of the Greek clergy ; and in

uis abfence to grant a fupply of ten thoufand ducats, with three

hundred archers and fome gallies, for the protedtion of Conftan-

tinople. The city of Avignon advanced the funds for the prelimi-

nary expences; and the embarkation was prepared at Marfeilles

•with fome difficulty and delay.

John Palso- lu his diftrefs, the friendihip of Palceologus was difputed by the

iwrks i^the ccclefiaftical powers of the Weft ; but the dextrous adivity of a

pope's gal-
^lonarch prevailed over the flow debates and inflexible temper of

*" This Turkiih cmbaiTy, attefted only by they aiked in this negoclation of the pope

Crantzius, is related with fome doubt by the (p. 9.). *vere more than they could hope or

.annalift Spondangs, A. D. 1433, N" 25. want.

"torn. i. p. 824. *^ I ufe indifferently the words, -/ and
*' Syropulus, p. 19. In this lift, the florin, which derive their names, the former

-Greeks appear to have exceeded the real from the dukes of Milan, the latter from the

numbers of the clergy and laity which after- republic of Florence. Thefe gold pieces, the

wards attended the emperor and patriarch, firft that were coined in Italy, perhaps in the

but which are not clearly fpecified by the Latin world, may be compared in weight

great ecclefiarch. The 75,000 florins which and value to one-third of the Englifli guinea.

a re-
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a republic. The decrees of Bafil continually tended to circumfcribe chap.
the defpotifm of the pope, and to ered a fupreme and perpetual » >

tribunal in the church. Eugenius was impatient of the yoke; and ikw.ztV'

the union of the Greeks might afford a decent pretence for tranflat-

ing a rebellious fynod from the Rhine to the Po. The independ-

ence of the fathers was loft if they pafled the Alps : Savoy or

Avignon, to which they acceded with reludance, were defcribed at

Conftantinople as fituate far beyond the pillars of Hercules*' ; the

emperor and his clergy were apprehenfive of the dangers of a long

navigation ; they were offended by an haughty declaration, that

after fuppreffmg the new herefy of the Bohemians, the council M'ould

foon eradicate the old herefy of the Greeks ''^ On the fide of

Eugenius, all was fmooth, and yielding, and refpedlful : and he

invited the Byzantine monarch to heal by his prefence the fchifm of

the Latin, as well as of the Eaftern, church. Ferrara, near the coaft

of the Adriatic, was propofed for their amicable interview ; and

with fome indulgence of forgery and theft, a furreptitious decree was

procured, which transferred the fynod, with its own confent, to

that Italian city. Nine gallies were equipped for this fervice at

Venice, and in the ifle of Candia; their diligence anticipated the

flower veffels of Bafil : the Roman admiral was commiffioned to

burn, fmk, anddeftroy*'; and thefe prieftly fquadrons might have

encountered each other in the fame feas where Athens and Sparta

had formerly contended for the pre-eminence of glory. Affaulted

*^ At the end of the Latin verfion of indignation, and that of his countrymen:

Phranzes, we read a long Greek epiftle or and the Bafil deputies, who excufed the raih

declamation of George of Trebizond, who declaration, could neither deny nor alter an

advifes the emperor to prefer Eugenius and aft of the council.

Italy. He treats with contempt the fchifma- *' Condolmieri, the pope's nephew and

tic alTembly of Bafil, the Barbarians of Gaul admiral, exprefsly declared, on /» t^a

and Germany, who had confpired to tranf- «^ ira 7=(>! os-a a» £(-/
port the cliair of St. Peter beyond the Alps: tr,- IwcIh, xai ,» -ruSucry; ^.
•1 (fays he) o-s zai Tii» f*5Tct an avto^ov The naval orders of the fynod were lefs

.» Hfxx7.ii:« rr,>M Hcii wspa Faiiifw» iiatuct. peremptory, and, till the holHIe fquadrons

Was Conftantinople unprovided with a map? appeared, both parties tried to conceal their

* Syropulus (p. 26—31.) attells his own quarrel from the Greeks.

Vol. VI. 3 F by
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• by the importunity of the fadllons, who were ready to fight for the

poffeffion of his perfon, Palaeologus hefitated before he left his palace

and country on a perilous experiment. His father's advice ftill

dwelt on his memory ; and reafon muft fuggeft, that fmce the Latins

were divided among themfelves, they could never unite in a foreign

caufe. Sigifmond difluaded the unfeafonable adventure; his advice

was impartial, fmce he adhered to the council ; and it was enforced

by the ftrange belief, that the German Csefar would nominate a

Greek his heir and fucceflbr in the empire of the Weil *"". Even the

Turklih fultan was a counfellor whom it might be unfafe to truil,

but whom it was dangerous to offend. Amurath was unfkilled in

the difputes, but he was apprehenfive of the union, of the Chriftians.

From his own treafures, he offered to relieve the wants of the By-

zantine court; yet he declared with feeming magnanimity, that Con-

ftantiuople ihould be fecure and inviolate, in the abfence of her fo-

vereign*'. The refolution of Palaeologus was decided by the moil

ijplendid gifts and the moft fpecious promifes : he wiihed to efcape

for a while from a fcene of danger and diftrefs; and after difmiifing

with an ambiguous anfwer the meffengers of the council, he declared

his intention of embarking in the Roman gallies. The age of the

patriarch Jofeph vi'as more fufceptible of fear than of hope ; he trem-

bled at the perils of the fea, and expreffed his apprehenfion, that

his feeble voice, with thirty perhaps of his orthodox brethren, would

be oppreffed in a foreign land by the power and numbers of a Latin

fynod. He yielded to the royal mandate, to the flattering affurance,

that he would be heard as the oracle of nations, and to the fecret

wiih of learning from his brother of the Weft, to deliver the church•

*' Syropulus mentions the hopes of Palso- (1. ii. c. 13.)• Utinam ne fynodus ifta un-

logus (p. 36.), and the lail advice of Sigif- quam fuiftet, fi tantas cftenfiones at detri-

mond (p- 57.)• At Corfu, the Greek em- menta paritura erat. This Turkiili embaffy

peror was informed of his friend's death; is likewife mentioned by Syropulus (p. 58.);

had he known it feoner, he would have re» and Amurath kept his word. He might
turned home (p. 79.). threaten (p. 125. 219), but he never attack-

*' Phranzes himfelf, though from different ed the city,

motives, was of th« advice of Amurath

f:)om.
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from the yoke of kings *'. The five crofs-bearcrs or dignitaries ^ P.

of St. Sophia, were bound to attend his perfon ; and one of thefc, _ -,- _f

the great ecclefiarch or preacher, Sylvefter Syropulus "", has com-

pofed"* a free and curious hiftory of xhc falfe union". Of the

clergy that reludantly obeyed the fummons of the emperor and the

patriarch, fubmiifion was the firil duty, and patience the moil ufe-

ful virtue. In a chofen Hft of twenty bifliops, we difcover the me-

tropoUtan titles of Heraclea and Cyzicus, Nice and Nicomedia,

Ephefus and Trebizond, and the perfonal merit of Mark and Beifa-

rion, who, in the confidence of their learning and eloquence, were

promoted to the epifcopal rank. Some monks and philofophers

were named to difplay the fcience and fan£lity of the Greek

church : and the fers'ice of the choir was performed by a feledl band

of fingers and muficians. The patiuarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, and

Jerufalem, appeared by their genuine or fiditious deputies ; the pri-

mate of Ruflia reprefented a national church, and the Greeks might

contend with the Latins in the extent of their fpiritual empire. The
precious vafes of St. Sophia were expofed to the winds and waves,

that the patriarch might officiate with becoming fplendour ; whatever

gold the emperor could procure, was expended in the mafly orna-

*' The reader will fmile at the fimplicity '° From the conclufion of the hiilory, I

with which he imparted the"fe hopes to his ihould fix the date to the year 1444, four years

favourites: ToiatTr,» TrXijfo^ofiaiff-^ro-Eini^.mfi xoti after the fynod, when the great ecclefiarch

iiat Ts U.x'Tta. Axffit >..•(. ,^» had abdicated his office {fediio xii. p. ^50

—

, -65•>!; «tra -xfct, ra 350.)• His paifions were cooled by time and

(p. 92.). Yet it would have been difficult retirement, and, although Syropulus is often

for him to have praftifed the lelTons of Gre- partial, he is never intemperate.

gory Vll. 51 f^^f^ hifioria unionis non njerre inter Crrecos
» The Chriftian name of Sylvefter is bor- et Latinos (Hag>t Comitis, 1 660, in foiio), was

rowed from the Latin calendar. In modern firft publiftied with a loofe and florid verfion,

Greek,, as a diminutive, is added to by Robert Creyghton, chaplain to Charles If.

the end of words
: nor can any reafoning of in his exile. The zeal of the editor has pre-

Creyghton, the editor, excufe his changing fixed a polemic title, for the beginning of the

into Sg^arupulus (Sguros, fufcus) the Syropu- original is wanting. Syropulus may be ranked
lus of his own manufcript, whofe name is with the befl of the Byzantine writers for

fubfcribed with his own hand in the afts of the merit of his narration, and even of his

the council of Florence. Why might not ftyle: but he is excluded from the orthodox
the author be of Syrian extraftion ? coiieftions of the councils.

"? F 2 ments
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ments of his bed and chariot": and while they affeded to maintain

the profperity of their ancient fortune ; they quarrelled for the divi-

fion of fifteen thoufand ducats, the firil alms of the Roman pontiff.

After the neceifary preparations, John Palccoiogus, with a numerous

train, accompanied by his brother Demetrius, and the moil refpedt-

able perfons of the church and ftate, embarked in eight veifels with

fails and oars, which fleered through the Turkifh ilreights of Galli-

poli to the Archipelago, the Morea, and the Adriatic Gulf".

His trium- After a tedious and troublefome navigation of feventy-feven days»
phal entry at ,

_ _ . .

Venice, this religious fquadron caft anchor before Venice ; and their recep-

Febriiary9;' **'"'" proclaimed the joy and magnificence of that powerful republic.

In the command of the world, the modeft Auguilus had never

claimed fuch honours from his fubjefts as were paid to his feeble

fucceffor by an independent flate. Seated on the poop, on a lofty

throne, he received the vifit, or, in the Greek ilyle, the adorat'iovy

of the doge and fenators'*. They failed in the Bucentaur, which

was accompanied by twelve flately gallies : the fea was overfpread

with innumerable gondolas of pomp and pleafure ; the air refounded

with mufic and acclamations ; the mariners, and even the veffeis^

were dreffed in filk and gold ; and in all the emblems and pageants,

the Roman eagles were blended with the lions of St. Mark. The

triumphal procefTion, afcending the great canal, pafTed under the

bridge of the Rialto ; and the eaftern ftrangers gazed with admira-

tion on the palaces, the churches, and the populoufnefs of a city

*^ Syropulus (p. 63.) fimply expreiTes his the iv"* feftion (p. 67— 100.). and that the

intention : U s^oftwai» £»? $uci- hiilorian has the uncommon talent of placing

>svi voif i)i£i»i» iOfiifoiT'j ; and the Latin of each fcene before the reader's eye.

Creyghton may afford a fpecimen of his florid '* At the time of the fynod, Phranzes was
paraphrafe. Ut pompa circumdiiilus nolier in Peloponnefus; but he received from the

Imperator Italix populis aliquis deauratus defpot Demetrius, a faithful account of the

Jupiter crederetur, aut Croefus ex opulenta honourable reception of the emperor and pa-

Lydia. triarch both at Venice and Ferrara (Dux. . .

.

" Although I cannot flop to quote Syro- fedentem Imperatorem adorat), wnich are

pulus for every fad, 1 will obferve, that the more flightly mentioned by the Latins (1. ii.

navigation of the Greeks from Conft,tnti- c. 14, 15, 16.).

nople to Venice and Ferrara is contained in

7 that
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that feems to float on the bofom of the waves". Thcv fitrhed to C ii A p.
° LA VI.

behold the fpolls and trophies with which it had been decorated afccr ^ '

the fack of Conftantinople. After an hofpitable entertainment of

fifteen days, Pala:ologus purfued his journey by land and water from

Venice to Ferrara: and on this occafion, the pride of the Vatican was

tempered by policy to indulge the ancient dignity of the emperor of

the Fail. He made his entry on a black horfe; but a milk-white fteed, into Ferrara,

Avhofe trappings were embroidered with golden eagles, was led be-

fore him ; and the canopy was borne over his head by the princes

of File, the fons or kinfmen of Nicholas, marquis of the city, and a

fovereign more powerful than himfelf'\ Palaiologus did not alight

till he reached the bottom of the ilair-cafe : the pope advanced to the

door of the apartment ; refufed his proffered genuflexion ; and, after

a paternal embrace, conduced the emperor to a feat on his left-hand.

Nor would the patriarch defcend from his galley, till a ceremony,

almoft equal, had been flipulated between the biihops of Rome and

Conftantinople. The latter was faluted by his brother with a kifs of

union and charity : nor would any of the Greek ecclefiaftics fubmit

to kifs the feet of the Weftem primate. On the opening of the

fynod, the place of honour in the centre was claimed by the tem-

poral and ecclefiaftical chiefs ; and it was only by alleging that his

predeceflibrs had not aflSfted in perfon at Nice or Chalcedon, that

Eugenius could evade the ancient precedents of Conftantine and

Marcian. After much debate. It was agreed that the right and left

fides of the church fhould be occupied by the two nations : that the

folltary chair of St. Peter ihould be raifed the iirft of the Latin line j

and that the throne of the Greek emperor, at the head of his clergy,

" The alloniniment of a Greek prince s" Nicholas III. of Efte, reigned forty-
and a French ambaflador (Meir.oires de Phi- eight years (A. D. 1393— 1441), and was
lippede Comines, 1. vii. c. 18.) at the fight lord of Ferrara, Modena, Reggio, Parma,
cf Venice, abundantly prove, that in the xv"> Rovigo, and Commachio. See~ his life in
century it was the nrft and moil fplendid of Muratori (Antichita Eilsnfe, torn. ii. p. 159
the Chrillian cities. For the fpoils oPCon- 201.).
itantlnople at Venice, fee Syropulus (p.87.).

ihould
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C HA P. ihould be equal and oppofite to the fecond place, the vacant feat of

the emperor of the Weft ".

Council of But as foon as feftivlty and form had given place to a more
the Greeks

, i/->i • rr • r • i •

and Latins at ferious treaty, the Greeks were dilTatisfied with their journey, with

Florence, themfclves, and with the pope. The artful pencil of his emiffaries

oa^ber^s— ^^^ painted him in a profperous ftate ; at the head of the princes

A. D. 1439, and prelates of Europe, obedient, at his voice, to believe and to arm.

The thin appearancfe of the univerfal fynod of Ferrara betrayed his

weaknefs ; and the Latins opened the firft feiTion with only five

archbiihops, eighteen bifhops, and ten abbots, the greateft part of

whom were the fubjeits or countrymen of the Italian pontiff. Ex-

cept the duke of Burgundy, none of the potentates of the AVeft con-

defcended to appear in perfon, or by their ambafladors ; nor was

it poiTible to fupprefs the judicial afts of Bafil againft the dignity

and perfon of Eugenius, which were finally concluded by a new

election. Under thefe circumftances, a truce or delay Avas aiked

and granted, till Pala;ologus could expeft from the confent of the

Latins fome temporal reward for an unpopular union ; and, after

the firft feffion, the public proceedings were adjourned above fix

months. The emperor, with a chofen band of his favourites and

yan'izaries^ fixed his fummer refidence at a pleafant fpacious monaf-

tery, fix miles from Ferrara ; forgot, in the pleafures of the chace, the

diftrefs of the church and ftate; and perfifted in deftroying the game,

without liftening to the juft complaints of the marquis or the huf-

bandman". In the mean while, his unfortunate Greeks were ex-

" The Latin vulgar was provoked to in Muratori, torn. xxv. p. 261.).

laughter at the llrange dreiTes of the Greeks, '* For the emperor's hunting, fee Syropu-

and efpecially the length of their garments, lus (p. 143, 144. 191.)• The pope had fent

their fleeves, and their beards; nor was the him eleven miierable hacks: but he bought

emperor diftinguilhed, except by the purple a ilrong and fwlft horfe that came from Ruf-
colour, and his diadem or tiara with a jewel fia. The name q{ Janizaries may furprife:

en the top(Hody de Gra;cisllluflribus,p.3i.)• but the name, rather than the inftitution.

Yet another fpeilator confeiTes, that the had paJTed from the Ottoman, to the Byzan-

Greek faihion was piu grave e piu degna tine, court; and is often ufed in the laft age

thantheltalian ^VefpafianOjinVit.Lugen.Lv. of the empire.

3 pofed
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pofed to all the miferies of exile and poverty; for the fupport of C A p.

each ftranger, a monthly allowance was affigned of three or four < ^ *

gold florins ; and although the entire fum did not amount to feven

hundred florins, a long arrear was repeatedly incurred by the indi-

gence or policy of the Roman court". They fighed for a fpecdy

deliverance, but their efcape was prevented by a triple chain : a

paflport from their fuperiors was required at the gates of Ferrara

;

the government of Venice had engaged to arreft and fend back the

fugitives
J

and inevitable puniihmcBt awaited them at Conftanti-

nople ; excommunication, fines, and a fentence, which did not re-

fpedt the facerdotal dignity, that they ihould be fliripped naked and

publicly whipped'". It was only by the alternative of hunger or

difpute that the Greeks could be perfuaded to open the firft confer-

ence ; and they yielded with extreme reludiance to attend from

Ferrara to Florence the rear of a flying fynod. This new tranflation

was urged by inevitable necefllty : the city was vifited by the plague;

the fidelity of the marquis might be fufpedled ; the mercenary

troops of the duke of Milan were at the gates ; and as they occupied

Romagna, it was not without difficulty and danger that the pope,

the emperor, and the bifhops, explored their way through the unfre-

quented paths of the Apennine ".

Yet all thefe obftacles were furmounted by time and policy. The

violence of the fathers of Bafil rather promoted than injured the

" The Greeks obtained, wkh much diffi- three; and of five and a half in July, at the

culty, that inftead of prOvifions, money time of the union (p. 172. 225. 271.).

fiiould be diftributed, four florins /ir month '° Syropulus (p. 141, 142. 204. 221.) de-

to the perfons of honourable rank, and three plores the imprifonment of the Greeks, and
florins to their fervants, with an addition of the tyranny of the emperor and patriarch,

thirty more to the emperor, twenty-five to *' The wars of Italy are moll clearly re-

the patriarch, and twenty to the prince or prefented in the xiii•'' volume of the Annals
defpot Demetrius. The payment of the firft ofMuratori. The fchifmatic Greek, Syrg-
month amounted to 691 florins, a fum which pulus (p. 145.), appears to have exaggerated
will not allow us to reckon above 200 Greeks the fear and diforder of the pope in his re-
ofevery condition (Syropulus, p. 104, 105.). treat from Ferrara to Florence, which is

On the '!• Oaober 1438, there was an proved by the afts to have been fomewhat
arrear of four months; in April 1439, of more decent and deliberate*

caufc
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CHAP, caufe of Eugenlus : the nations of Europe abhorred the fchifm, and

*—-v ' difowned the election, of FeUx the fifth, who was fucceifively a duke

of Savoy, an hermit, and a pope ; and the great princes were gra-

dually reclaimed by his competitor to a fiivourable neutrality and a

firm attachment. The legates, with fome refpeftable members, de-

ferted to the Roman army, which infenfibly I'ofe in numbers and

reputation : the council of Bafil was reduced to thirty-nine biibops,

and three hundred of the inferior clergy '*
; while the Latins of

Florence could produce the fubfcriptions of the pope himfelf, eight

cardinals, two patriarchs, eight archbiihops, fifty-two biihops, and

forty-five abbots, or chiefs of religious orders. After the labour of

nine months, and the debates of twenty-five feflions, they attained

the advantage and glory of the re-union of the Greeks. Four

principal queftions had been agitated between the two churches :

1. The ufe of unleavened bread in the communion of Chrift's body.

2. The nature of purgatory. 3. The fupremacy of the pope. And,

4. The fingle or double proceifion of the Holy Ghoft. The caufe

of either nation was managed by ten theological champions : the

Latins were fupported by the inexhauftible eloquence of cardinal

Julian ; and Mark of Ephefus and Befl'arion of Nice were the bold

and able leaders of the Greek forces. We may beftow fome praife

on the progrefs of human reafon, by obferving, that the firft of thefe

queftions was now treated as an immaterial rite, which might inno-

cently vary with the faihion of the age and country. With regard

to the fecond, both parties were agreed in the belief of an intermediate

ftate of purgation for the venial fins of the faithful ; and whether

their fouls were purified by elemental fire, was a doubtful point,

which in a few years might be conveniently fettled on the fpot by

" Syropulus is pleafed to reckon feven who were prefent at the council, nor by all

hundred prelates in the council of Bafil. The the abfent biihops of the Weft, who, ex-

error is manifeft:, and perhaps voluntary, prefsly or tacitly, might adhere to its de-

That extravagant number could not be fup- crees.

I

plied by all the ecciefiailics of every degree

the
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tlie dlfputants. The claims of fupremacy appeared of a more C a p.

weighty and fubftantial kind ; yet by the Orientals the Roman »-,., „|..ii,./,

biihop had ever been refpedled as the iirft of the five patriarchs;

nor did they fcruple to admit, that his jurifdidion ihould be exercifed

agreeable to the holy canons ; a vague allowance, which might be

defined or eluded by occafional convenience. The proceffion of the

Holy Ghoft from the Father alone, or from the Father and the Son,

was an article of faith which had funk much deeper into the minds of

men ; and in the feflions of Ferrara and Florence, the Latin addition

oi^lioque was fubdivided into two queftions, whether it were legal, and

whether it were orthodox. Perhaps it may not be neceiTary to boafl:

on this fubjedt of my own impartial indiiFerence ; but I niuft think that

the Greeks were ftrongly fupported by the prohibition of the council

of Chalcedon, againft adding any article whatfoever to the creed of

Nice, or rather of Conftantinople *'. In earthly affairs, it is not eafy

to conceive how an aiTembly of legiflators can bind their fucceflbrs

invefted with powers equal to their own. But the didtates of infpi-

ration muft be true and unchangeable ; nor ihould a private bifhop,

or a provincial fynod, have prefumed to innovate againft the judg-

ment of the Catholic church. On the fubftance of the dodlrine, the

controverfy was eqvial and endlefs : reafon is confounded by the pro-

ceffion of a deity ; the gofpel, which lay on the altar, was filent

;

the various texts of the fathers might be corrupted by fraud or en-

tangled by fophiftry ; and the Greeks were ignorant of the cha-

rafters and writings of the Latin faints '^. Of this at leaft we may

be fure, that neither fide could be convinced by the arguments of

their opponents. Prejudice may be enlightened by reafon, and a

fuperficial glance may be redified by a clear and more perfed view

'' The Greeks, who didiked the union, creed: a palpable forgery ! (p. 173.)
were unwilling to fally from this ftrong for- ''*

"iZ; syi- (faid an eminent Greek)»
trefs (p. 178. 193. 195. 202. of Syropulus). .as» ;^ a ,-^»!) rn» ra» szeicts «711^•».

The fliame of the Latins was aggravated by nru aJs ^-^^)> (Syropulus, p. 109.)• See

their producing an old MS. of the fecond the perplexity of the Greeks (p. 217, zi8.

council of Nice, with /Asfwi in the Niccne 252, 253. 273.).

Vol. VI. 3 G of
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Ncgociations

with the

Greeks.

of an objeii adapted to our faculties. Bat the bifliops and monks

had been taught from their infancy to repeat a form of myfterious

words ; their national and perfonal honour depended on the repeti-

tion of the fame founds ; and their narrow minds were hardened

and inflamed by the acrimony of a public difpute.

While they were loft in a cloud of duft and darknefs, the pope

and emperor were dcfirous of a feeming union, which could alone

accomplifh the purpofes of their interview ; and the obftinacy of

public difpute was foftened by the arts of private and perfonal nego-

elation. The patriarch Jofeph had funk under the weight of age

and infirmities ; his dying voice breathed the counfels of charity

and concord, and his vacant benefice might tempt the hopes of the

ambitious clergy. The ready and adtive obedience of the arch-

biihops of Ruifia and Nice, of Ifidore and Beifarion, was prompted

and recompenfed by their fpeedy promotion to the dignity of cardi-

nals. Beifarion, in the firfl debates, had ftood forth the moft ftre-

nuous and eloquent champion of the Greek church ; and if the

apoftate, the baftard, was reprobated by his country ", he appears in

ecclefiaftical ftory a rare example of a patriot who was recommended

to court-favour by loud oppofition and well-timed compliance.

With the aid of his two fpiritual coadjutors, the emperor applied

his arguments to the general fituation and perfonal chara£lers of the

biihops, and each was fucceifively moved by authority and example»

Their revenues were in the hands of the Turks, their perfons in

thofe of the Latins: an epifcopal treafure, three robes and forty

ducats, was foon exhaufted": the hopes of their return flill de-

pended on the ihips of Venice and the alms of Rome ; and fuch

"' See the polite altercation of Mark and three old gowns, &c. By teaching one-and-

BelTarioa in Syropulus (p. 257-)> who never twenty years in his monaftery, BeiTarion

diffembles the vices of his own party, and hinifelf had colledled forty gold florins; but

fairly praifes the virtues of the Latins. of thefe, the archbilhop had expended twenty-
** For the poverty of the Greek bllhops, eight in his voyage from Peloponnefus, and

fee a remarkable paiTage of Ducas (c. 31.). the remainder at Conftantinople (Syropulus,

©ne had po-TeiTed, for his whole property, p. 127.).

was.
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•was tlieii- indigence, that their arrears, the payment of a debt, would C P.

be accepted as a favour, and might operate as a bribe'". The danger _ -^- ^

and relief of Conftantinople might excufe fome prudent and pious

diffimulation ; and it was infinuated, that the obilinate heretics who

ihould refift the confent of the Eaft and Weft, would be abandoned

in a hoftile land to the revenge or juftice of the Roman pontiff".

In the firft private aflembly of the Greeks, the formulary of union

•was approved by twenty-four, and rejeded by twelve, members : but

the five crofs-beareis of St. Sophia, who afpired to reprefent the

patriarch, were difqualified by ancient difcipline; and their right of

voting was transferred to an obfequious train of monks,, grammarians,

and profane laymen. The will of the monarch produced a falfe and

fervile unanimity, and no more than two patriots had courage to

fpeak their own feutiments and thofe of their country. Demetritis,

the emperor's brother, retired to Venice, that he might not be wit-

nefs of the union ; and Mark of Ephefus, miftaking perhaps his

pride for his confcience, difclaimed all communion with the Latin

heretics, and avowed himfelf the champion and confeflor of the or-

thodox creed °'. In the treaty between the two nations, feveral forms

of confent were propofed, fuch as might fatisfy the Latins, without

diihonouvlng the Greeks : and they weighed the fcruples of words

and fyllables, till the theological balance trembled with a flight pre-

ponderance in favour of the Vatican. It was agreed (I muft intreat

the attention of the reader), that the Holy Ghoft proceeds from the

Father and the Son, as from one principle and one fubftan<:e ; that

he proceeds by the Son, being of the fame nature and fubftance, and

"' Syropulus denies that the Greeks re- moved by the emperor's threats (p. 260.).
ceived any money before they had fubicribed «a I had forgot another popular and ortho-
die aft of union (p. 283.): yet he relates dox protefter; a favourite hound, who ufually
fomerurpiciouscircumftances;andtheirbribery lay quiet on the foot-cloth of the emperor's
and corruption are pofitively affirmed by the throne; but who barked molt furioufly while
luftorian Ducas. the aft of union was reading, without being
" The Greeks moft piteoufly exprefs their filenced by the foothing or the lailies of the

own fears of exile and perpetual llavery royal attendants (Syropul. p. 265, 266.)•
(Syropul. p. 196.); and they were flrongly

3 G 2 ' th^t
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that he proceeds from the Father and the Son, by one Jpiration and

produdion. It is lefs difiicult to underftand the articles of the pre-

liminary treaty; that the pope fliould defray all the expences of the

Greeks in their return home ; that he ihould annually maintain two

gallies and three hundred foldiers for the defence of Conftantinople

;

that all the ihips which tranfported pilgrims to Jerufalem, ihould be

obliged to touch at that port ; that as often as they were required,

the pope ihould furniih ten gallies for a year, or twenty for fix

months; and that he fliould powerfully folicit the princes of Europe,

if the emperor had occafion for land-forces.

Eugenius The fame year, and almoft the fame day, were marked by the

Bafil, depofition of Eugenius at Bafil ; and, at Florence, by his re-union

June2-f^^' ^^ ^^^ Greeks and Latins. In the former fynod (which he ftyled

irideed an aifembly of daemons), the pope was branded with the

guilt of fimony, perjury, tyranny, herefy, and fchifm'"; and de-

clared to be incorrigible in his vices, unworthy of any title, and in-

Re-union of capable of holding any ccclefiaftical ofEce. In the latter, he was re-

at Florence,
vered as the true and holy vicar of Chrift, who, after a feparation

A. D. 1438, Qf fjjj. hundred years, had reconciled the Catholics of the Eaft and
July 6. '

Weft, in one fold, and under one fliepherd. The a£l of union was

fubfcribed by the pope, the emperor, and the principal members of

both churches ; even by thofe who, like Syropulus '', had been de-

prived of the right of voting. Two copies might have fufficed for

the Eaft and Weft ; but Eugenius was not fatisfted, unlefs four au-

thentic and fimilar tranfcripts were figned and attefted as the monu-

ments of his vidory '\ On a memorable day, the fixth of July,

the

'° From the original Lives of the Popes, have aflifted, as the lead evil, at the eere-

in Muratori's Colleftion (torn. iii. P. ii. mony of the union. He was compelled to

torn. XXV.), the manners of Eugenius IV. do both; and the great ecclefiarch poorly ex-

appear to have been decent, and even ex- cufes his fubmillion to the emperor (p. 290

—

emplary. His fuuation, expofed to the 292.).

world and to his enemies, was a reftraint, '^ None of thefe original afts of union can

and is a pledge. at prefent be produced. Of the ten MSS.
'" Syropulus, rather than fubfcribe^ would that are preferved (live at Rome, and the

remainder
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the fucceiTors of St. Peter and Conftantine afcended their thrones •

the two nations affembled in the cathedral of Florence
; their re-

prefentatives, cardinal Julian and Beffarion archbiihop of Nice ap-

peared in the pulpit, and, after reading in their refpedive tongues

the a£t of union, they mutually embraced in the name and the

prefence of their applauding brethren. The pope and his minifters

then officiated according to the Roman liturgy ; the creed was

chaunted with the addition of Jilioqi/e ; the acquiefcence of the

Greeks was poorly excufed by their ignorance of the harmonious

but inarticulate, founds "
; and the more fcrupulous Latins refufed

any public celebration of the Byzantine rite. Yet the emperor and

his clergy were not totally unmindful of national honour. The
treaty was ratified by their confent : it was tacitly agreed that no

innovation ihould be attempted in their creed or ceremonies ; they

fpared, and fecretly refpedled, the generous firmnefs of Mark of

Ephefus ; and on the deceafe of the patriarch, they refufed to eledt

his fucceifor, except in the cathedral of St. Sophia. In the diftri-

bution of public and private rewards, the liberal pontiff exceeded

their hopes and his promifes : the Greeks, with lefs pomp and pride, Their return

returned by the fame road of Ferrara and Venice ; and their recep- nople,

tion at Conftantlnople was fuch as will be defcribed in the following Feb^ua'ry'^i?

chapter '*. The fuccefs of the firft trial encouraged Eugenius to

repeat the fame edifying fcenes ; and the deputies of the Armenians,

the Maronites, the Jacobites of Syria and Egypt, the Neftorians and

the Ethiopians, were fucceffively introduced, to kifs the feet of the-

remainder at Florence, Bologna, Venice, de I'Academie des Infcriptions, torn, xliii,

Paris, and London), nine have been ex- p. 287— 311.).

amined by an accurate critic (M. de Brequi- '^ "Hfii. h ; as-n/y-oi eJoxsi- (Syropul.

gny), who condemns them for the variety and p. 297,).
imperfeftions of the Greek fignatures. Yet '+ In their return, the Greeks converfed
feveral of thefe may be efteemed as authentic at Bologna with the ambaffadors of England

;

copies, which were fubfcribed at Florence and after fome queftions and anfvvers, thefe ,

before (26'" of Auguft 1439) the final fepaia- impartial ftrangers laughed at the pretended

lion of the pope and emperor (IMemoires union of Florence (Syropul. p. 307.)•

Romaa.
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Final peace

of the

church,.. 1449.

State of the

Greek lan-

guage at

Conilantino-

ple,

A.D.
13QP—1453.

Roman pontiff, and to announce the obedience and the orthodoxy

of the Eaft. Thefe Oriental embaffies, unknown in the countries

which they prefumed to reprefent ", diffufed over the Weft the fame

of Eugenius : and a clamour was artfully propagated againft the

remnant of a fchifm in Switzerland and Savoy, which alone im-

peded the harmony of the Chrlftian world. The vigour of oppo-

fition was fucceeded by the laifitude of defpair : the council of Bafil

was filently diffblved ; and Foelix, renouncing the tiara, again with-

drew to the devout or delicious hermitage of Ripaille '*. A general

peace was fecured by mutual ads of oblivion and indemnity : all

ideas of reformation fubfided ; the popes continued to exercife and

abufe their ecclefiaftical defpotifm ; nor has Rome been fmce dif-

turbed by the mifchiefs of a contefted eledtion ".

The journies of three emperors were unavailing for their tempo-

ral, or perhaps their fpiritual, falvation ; but they were produdive

of a beneficial confequence ; the revival of the Greek learning in

Italy, from whence it was propagated to the laft nations of the Weft

and North. In their loweft fervitude and depreflion, the fubjeds

of the Byzantine throne were ftill pofleiTed of a golden key that

could unlock the treafures of antiquity ; of a mufical and prolific

language, that gives a foul to the objeds of fenfe, and a body to

the abftradlions of philofophy. Since the barriers of the monarchy,

and even of the capital, had been trampled under foot, the various

'5 So nugatory, or rather fo fabulous, are

thefe reunions of the Neftorians, Jacobites,

&c. that I have turned over, without fuccefs,

the Bibliotheca Orientalis of Affemannus, a

faithful Have of the Vatican.

'* Ripaille is fituate near Thonon in Sa-

voy, on the fouthern fide of the lake of Ge-

neva. It is now a Carthufian abbey; and

Mr. Addifon (Travels into Italy, vol. ii.

p. 147, 148. of Baflcerville's edition of his

works) has celebrated the place and the

founder, ^neas Sylvius, and the fathers

of Bafil, applaud the auftere life of the ducal

hermit; but the French and Italian proverbs

6

moil unluckily atteft the popular opinion of

his luxury.

" In this account of the councils of Bafil,

Ferrara, and Florence, I have confuked the

original aits, which fill the xvii'•' and !'••
tomes of the edition of Venice, and are clofed

by the perfpicuous, though partial, hillory

of Auguftin Patricius, an Italian of the xv'""

century. They are digelled and abridged by

Dupin (Bibliotheque Ecclef. tom.xii.), and

the continuator of Fieury (torn xxii.); and

the refpeft of the Gallican church for the

adverfe parties confines their members to an

awkward moderation.

Barbarians
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Barbarians had doubtlefs corrupted the form and fubilance of the C

national dialedt ; and ample gloiLuies have been compofed, to inter-

pret a multitude of words, of Arabic, Turkiih, Sclavonian, Latin,

or French origin". But a purer idiom was fpoken in the court

and taught in the college ; and the flouriihing ilate of the language

is defcribed, and perhaps embellifhed, by a learned Italian", who, by

a long refidence and noble marriage '°, was naturalized at Conftan-

tinople about thirty years before the Turkiih conqueft. " The vul-

" gar fpeech," fays Philelphus ^', " has been depraved by -the people,

" and infeded by the multitude of ftrangers and merchants, who
" every day flock to the city and mingle with the inhabitants. It

" is from the difciples of fuch a fchool that the Latin language re-

" ceived the verfions of Ariftotle and Plato ; fo obfcure in fenfe,

*' and in fpirit fo poor. But the Greeks who have efcaped the cqn-

" tagion, are thofe whom -we follow ; and they alone are worthy of

" our imitation. In familiar difcourfe, they ftill fpeak the tongue

" of xAriftophanes and Euripides, of the hiftorians and philofophers

" In the firft attempt, Meurfius colledled

3600 Grseco-barfaarous words, to which, in

a feeond edition, he fubjoined 1800 more;

yet what plenteous gleanings did he leave to

Fortius, Ducange, Fabrotti, the Boiiandifts,

kc. (Fabric. Bibliot. Gr;EC. torn. x. p. 101,

&c.) Some Perfic words may be found in

Xenophon, and fome Latin ones in Plutarch;

and fuch is the inevitable efFcft of war and

commerce : bat the form and fubilance of the

language were not aiFefled by this flight

alloy.

'" The life of Francis Philelphus, a fo-

phift, proud, reftlefs, and rapacious, has

been diligently compofed by Lancelot (Me-

moires de I'Academie deslnfcriptions, tom.x.

p. 691— 751.) and Tirabofchi (Illoria della.

Lettsratura Italiana, torn, vii. p. 282— 294.),

for the moll part from his own letters. His

elaborate writings, and thofe of his contem-

poraries, are forgotten: but their familiar

epillles ftill defcribe the men and the times.

^° He married, and had perhaps debauch-

ed, the daughter of John, and the grand'•

daughter of Manuel Chryfoloras. She was

young, beautiful, and wealthy ; and her

noble family was allied to the Dorias cf

Genoa and the emperors of Conilantinople.
*' Grseci tjuibus lingua depravata non fit

....ita loquuntur vulgo hac etiam tempeilalc

ut Ariftophanes comicus, aut Euripides tra-

gicus, ut oratores omnes ut hiiloriographi uc

phiiofophi litterati autem homines et

doftius et emendatius Nam viri aulici

veterem fermonis dignitatem atque elegan-

tiam retinebant in primifque ipfa; nobiles mu-
lieres ; quibus cum nullum effet omnino cura

viris peregrinis commercium, merus ille ac

purus Grjecorum fermo fervabatur intaflus

(Philelph. Epill. ad ann. 1451, apud Hodium,
p. 188, 189.). He obferves in another paf-

fage, uxor ilia mea Theodora locutione erat

admodum moderata et fuavi et maxime At-

tica.

« of
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c HA P. « of Athens ; and the ttyle of their wntuigs is ftill more elaborate

(_. -.,— ^ " and corre£l:. The perfons who, by their birth and offices, are

*' attached to the Byzantine court, are thofe who maintain, with

" the leaft alloy, the iancient ftandard of elegance and purity ; and

" the native graces of language moil confpicuoufly ihine among the

" noble matrons, who are excluded from all intercourfe with fo-

" reigners. With foreigners do I fay ? They live retired and fe-

*' queftered from the eyes of their fellow-citizens. Seldom are they

*' feen in the ftreets ; and when they leave their houfes, it is in the

" duik of evening, on vifits to the churches and their neareft kin-

^' dred. On thefe occafions, they are on horfeback, covered with a

" veil, and encompaffed by their parents, their hufbands, or their

*' fervants "."

Among the Greeks, a numerous and opulent clergy was dedicated

to the fervice of religion : their monks and biihops have ever been

diftinguiihed by the gravity and aufterity of their manners ; nor

tvere they diverted, like the Latin priefts, by the purfuits and plea-

fures of a fecular, and even military, life. After a large dedudion

for the time and talents that were loft in the devotion, the lazinefs,

and the difcord, of the church and cloyfter, the more inquifitive and

ambitious minds would explore the facred and profane erudition of

their native language. The ecclefiaftics prefided over the education

of youth ; the fchools of philofophy and eloquence were perpetuated

till the fall of the empire ; and it may be affirmed, that more books and

more knowledge were included within the walls of Conftantinople than

Comparlfon could be difperfed over the extenfive countries of the Weft ''\ But

and Latins. ^^ important diftindion has been already noticed : the Greeks were

ftationary or retrograde, while the Latins were advancing with, a

rapid and progreffive motion. The nations were excited by the

** Philelphus, abfurdly enough, derives xiv'•' centuries, in the learned and judicious

ihis Greek or Oriental jealoufy from the Moftieim (Inllitut. Hift. Ecclef, p. 434
manner* of ancient Rome. 410. /too— 404.).
" See the ftate of learning in the xiii''' and

' fpirit
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fpirit of independence and emulation ; and even the little world of ^ ^^ ^ p.

the Italian ftates contained more people and induftry than the de- < . • f

creafmg circle of the Byzantine empire. In Europe, the lower ranks

of fociety were relieved from the yoke of feudal fervitude ; and

freedom is the firft ftep to curiofity and knowledge. The ufe, how-

ever rude and corrupt, of the Latin tongue had been preferved• by

fuperilition ; the univerfities, from Bologna to Oxford '*, were

peopled with thoufands of fcholars ; and their mifguided ardour

might be direded to more liberal and manly ftudies. In the refur-

redion of fcience, Italy was the firft that caft away her ihroud
;

and the eloquent Petrarch, by his leiTons and his example, may

juftly be applauded as the firft harbinger of day. A purer ftyle of

compofition, a more generous and rational ftrain of fentiment, flowed

from the ftudy and imitation of the writers of ancient Rome ; and

the difciples of Cicero and Virgil approached, with reverence and

love, the fanduary of their Grecian mafters. In the fack of Conftanti-

nople, the French, and even the Venetians, had defpifed and deftroyed

the works of Lyfippus and Homer : the monuments of art may be

annihilated by a fmgle blow ; but the immortal mind is renewed and

multiplied by the copies of the pen j and fuch copies it was the am-

bition of Petrarch and his friends to pofl'efs and underftand. The

arms of the Turks undoubtedly preiTed the flight of the mufes
; yet

we may tremble at the thought, that Greece might have been over-

whelmed, with her fchools and libraries, before Europe had emerged

from the deluge of barbarifin ; that the feeds of fcience might have

been fcattered by the winds, before the Italian foil was prepared for

their cultivation.

The moft learned Italians of the fifteenth century haVe confeifed RevK-ai of

and applauded the reftoration of Greek literature, after a long obli- Jeaming in

«+ Ac the end of the xv"• century, there law. In the year 1357 the number at Oxford
exifted in Europe about fifty univerfuies, and had decreafed from 30,000 to 6000 fcholars

of thefe the foundation of ten or twelve is (Henry's Hillory of Great Britain, vol. iv.

priorto the year 1300. They were crowded p. 478.). Yet even this decreafe is much
in proportion to their fcarcity. Bologna con- fuperior to the prcfent lift of the members of
tained 10,000 ftudents, chiefly of the civil the univerfity.

Vol. VI. 3 vion

Italy.
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vion of many hundred years "'. Yet in that country, and beyond

the Alps, fome names are quoted ; fome profound fcholars, who in

the darker ages were honourably diftinguiihed by their knowledge of

the Greek tongue ; and national vanity has been loud in the praife

of fuch rare examples of erudition. Without fcrutinizing the merit

of individuals, truth muft obferve that their fcience is without a

caufe, and without an efted ; that it was eafy for them to fatisfy

themfelves and their more ignorant contemporaries ; and that the

idiom, which they had fo marvelloufly acquired, was tranfcribed in

few manufcripts, and was not taught in any univerfity of the Weft.

In a corner of Italy, it faintly exifted as the popular, or at leaft as

the ecclefiaftical, dialedl '*. The firft impreffion of the Doric and

Ionic colonies has never been completely era/ed : the Calabrian

churches were long attached to the throne of Conftantinople ; and

the monks of St. Bafil purfued their iludies in mount Athos and the

fchools of the Eaft. Calabria was the native country of Barlaam,

Leffons of who has already appeared as a fedlary and an ambaiTador ; and Bar-

.. 1339. laam was the firft who reviv^ed, beyond the Alps, the memory, or

at leaft the writings, of Homer °^ He is defcribed, by Petrarch

and Boccace ^^, as a rnan of a diminutive ftature, though truly great

in the meafure of learning and genius ; of a piercing difcernment,

though of a flow and painful elocution. For many ages (as they

affirm) Greece had not produced his equal in the knowledge of

'5 Of thofe writers who profeffedly treat qua2damlinguKveteriscognitio(HodIus,p.2.).

of the reftoration of the Greek learning in If i: were eradicated by the Romans, it was

Italy, the two principal are Hodius, Dr.Hum- revived and perpetuated by the monks of

phrey Hody (de Grsecis Illuftribus, Lingux St. Bafil, who poffeiTed feven convents at

GrascaiLiterarumqiiehumaniorumlnilaurato- Roflano alone (Gian none, Iftoria di Napoli,

ribus ; Londini, 1742, in large oiiavo), and torn. i. p, 520.).

Tirabofchi (Iftoria della Letteratura Italiana, ^' li Barbari (Tays Petrarch, the French

tom.v. p. 364— 377. tom.vii. p. 112— 143•)• and Germans) vix, non dicam libros fed no-

The Oxford profelTor is a laborious fcholar, men Homeri audiverunt. Perhaps, in that

but the librarian of Modena enjoys the fupe- refpcd, the !'*" century was lefs happy than

riority of a modern and national hiftorian. the age of Charlemagne.
'* In Calabria qus dim m.igna Grascia .

'* See the charafter of Barlaam, in Boc-

dicebatur, coloniis Grscis repleta, remanfit cace de Genealog. Deoruro, 1. xv. c. 6.

18 hiftory,
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hiftory, grammar, and philofophy ; and his merit was celebrated in CHAP,
the attellations of the princes and dodlors of Conftantinople. One »—-v-—

»

of thefe atteftations is ftill extant ; and the emperor Cantacuzene, the

protedor of his adverfaries, is forced to allow that Euclid, Ariftotle,

and Plato, were familiar to that profound and fubtle logician ". In

the court of Avignon, he formed an intimate connedion with Pe-

trarch '°, the firft of the Latin fcholars ; and the defire of mutual

inftrudion was the principle of their literary commerce. The Tuf- Studies of

. . . .
Petrarch,

can applied himfelf with eager curiofity and affiduous diligence to A. D.

the ftudy of the Greek language ; and in a laborious ftruggle with

the drynefs and difficulty of the firft rudiments, he began to reach

the fenfe, and to feel the fpirit, of poets and phiiofophers, whofe

minds were congenial to his own. But he was foon deprived of the

fociety and lefibns of this ufeful afluftant : Barlaam relinquiihed his

fruitlefs embaiTy ; and, on his return to Greece, he raihly provoked

the fwarms of fanatic monks, by attempting to fubftitute the light

of reafon to that of their navel. After a feparation of three years,

the two friends again met in the court of Naples ; but the generous

pupil renounced the faireft occafion of improvement ; and by his

recommendation Barlaam was finally fettled in a fmall biihopric of

his native Calabria". The manifold avocations of Petrarch, love

and friendiliip, his '^arious correfpondence and frequent journies, the

Roman laurel, and his elaborate compofitions in profe and verfe, in

Latin and Italian, di'^erted him from a foreign idiom ; and as he

advanced in life, the attainment of the Greek language was the ob-

jed of his wiihes, rather than of his hopes. When he was about

" Cantacuzsn. 1. ii. c. 36. S'" Cyriaca, and by corruption Hieracium,
»° For the connedion of Petrarch and Bar- Gerace (DiiTert. Chorographica Italias me-

laam, and the two interviews at Avignon in dii JEv'i, p. 312-)• The dives opum of the

1339, and at Naples in 1342, fee the excel- Norman times foon lapfed into poverty, fince

lent Memoires fur la Vie de Petrarque, even the church was poor: yet the town

tom.i. p. 406— 41c. torn. ii. p. 75—77. ftill contains 3000 inhabitants (Swinburne,

s' The bifhopric to which Barlaam re- p• 34'^•)•

tired, was the old Locri, in the middle ages

3 2 fifty
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CHAP, fifty years of age, a Byzantine ambailador, bis friend, and a mailer

V -.- _' of both tongues, preiented him with a copy of Homer ; and the

anfwer of Petrarch is at once expreflive of his eloquence, gratitude,

and regret. After celebrating the generofity of the donor, and the

value of a gift more precious in his eftimation than gold or rubies,

he thus proceeds :
" Your prefent of the genuine and original text

" of the divine poet, the fountain of all invention, is worthy of

" yourfelf and of me : you have fulfilled your promife, and fatisfied

" my defires. Yet your liberality is ilill imperfe£l ; with Homer
" you ihould have given me yourfelf; a guide, who could lead,me
" into the fields of light, and difclofe to my wondering eyes the

" fpecious miracles of the Iliad and Odyifey. But, alas ! Homer is

" dumb, or I am deaf; nor is it in my power to enjoy the beauty

" which I poiTefs. I have feated him by the fide of Plato, the

" prince of poets near the prince of philofophers ; and I glory in

" the fight of my illuftrious guefts. Of their immortal writings,

" whatever had been tranflated into the Latin idiom, I had already

" acquired ; but, if there be no profit, there is fome pleafure, in

" beholding thefe venerable Greeks in their proper and national

" habit. I am delighted with the afped of Homer ; and as often

" as I embrace the filent volume, I exclaim with a figh, illuftrious

" bard ! with what pleafure ihould I liften to thy fong, if my fenfe

" of hearing were not obftruded and loft by the death of one

" friend, and in the much-lamented abfence of another. Nor do I

" yet defpair ; and the example of Cato fuggefts fome comfort and

" hope, fince it was in the laft period of age that he attained the

" knowledge of the Greek letters
"."

»* I will tranfcrlbe a pafl'age from this genio....Sine tua voce Homerus tuus apud

epiftle of Petracch (Famil. ix. 2.)= Donafti me mutus, immo vero ego apud ilium fur-

Homerum non in alienum fermonem violento dus fum. Gaudeo tamen vel adfpeflu folo,

alveo derivatum, fed ex ipfis Gra:ci eloquii ac faepe ilium amplexus atque fufpirans dico,

fcatebris, et qualis divino illi profluxit in- magne vir, &c.

The
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The prize which eluded the eiFort^ of Petrarch, was obtained by ^ HA P.

tiie fortune and induilry of his friend Boccace "', the father of the ' ^—'

_, . - _,,
,

.
, , . , . . r•

Of Boccace,

Tuican profe. That popular writer, who derives his reputation from a. D. 15O&.

the Decameron, an hundred novels of pleafantry and love, may

afpire to the more ferious praife of reftoring in Italy the iludy of

the Greek language; In the year one thoufand three hundred and

fixty, a difciple of Barlaam, whofe name was Leo, or Leontius

Pilatus, was detained in his way to Avignon by the advice and

hofpitality of Boccace, who lodged the itranger in his houfe, pre-

vailed on the republic of Florence to allow him an annual ftipend,

and devoted his leifure to the firft Greek profeiTor, who taught that

language in the Weftern countries of Europe. The appearance of Leo Pilatus,

Leo might difguft the moft eager difciple ; he was clothed in the profeflbr at

mantle of a philofopher, or a mendicant ; his countenance was hide- in°th"weft,

ous ; his face was overihadowed with black hair ; his beard long and /" ^*
' '

- ^ , 1360—1303.

uncombed ; his deportment ruftic ; his temper gloomy and incon-

ftant J
nor could he grace his difcourfe with the ornaments, or evea

the perfpicuity, of Latin elocution. But his mind was ftored with

a treafure of Greek learning : hiilory and fable, philofophy and

grammar, were alike at his command ; and he read the poems of

Homer in the fchools of Florence. It was from his explanation

that Boccace compofed and tranicribed a literal profe verfion of the

Iliad and OdyiTey, which fatisfied the thiril of his friend Petrarch,

and which perhaps, in the fucceeding century, was clandeftinely ufed

by Laurentius Valla, the Latin interpreter. It was from his narra-

tives that the fame Boccace colledled the materials for his treatife on

the genealogy of the heathen gods, a work, in that age, of ftupen-

'' For the life and writings of Boccace, merable. Yet he was aihamed to communi-
who was born in 1313, and died in 137;, cate that trifling, and perhaps fcandalous,

Fabricius (Bibliot. Latin, medii ^vi, torn. i. work to Petrarch his refpeftable friend, in

p. 248, &c.) and Tirabofchi (torn. v. p. 83. whofe letters and memoirs he confpicuoufty

439—451.) may beconfulted. Theeditions, appears,

•verfions, imitations of his novels, are innu-

3 dous
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dous erudition, and which he oftentatioufly fprinkled with Greek

charaders and paiTages, to excite the wonder and applaufe of his

more ignorant readers ^*. The firft fteps of learning are flow and

laborious ; no more than ten votaries of Homer could be enume-

rated in all Italy ; and neither Rome, nor Venice, nor Naples, could

add a fmgle name to this ftudious catalogue. But their numbers

would have multiplied, their progrefs would have been accelerated,

if the inconftant Leo, at the end of three years, had not relin-

quiihed an honourable and beneficial ftation. Li his pafllige, Pe-

trarch entertained him at Padua a iliort time ; he enjoyed the fcholar,

but was juilly offended with the gloomy and unfocial temper of the

man. Difcontented with the world and with himfelf, Leo depre-

ciated his prefent enjoym.ents, while abfent perfons and objects were

dear to his imagination. In Italy he was a TheiTalian, in Greece a

native of Calabria ; in the company of the Latins he difdained their

language, religion, and manner ; no fooner was he landed at Con-

ftantinople, than he again fighed for the wealth of Venice and the

elegance of Florence. His Italian friends were deaf to his impor-

tunity ; he depended on their curiofity and indulgence, and em-

barked on a fecond voyage ; but on his entrance into the Adriatic,

the ihip was aill\i!ed by a tempeft, and the unfortunate teacher, who

like Ulyfles had faftened himfelf to the maft, was ilruck dead by a

flaih of lightning. The humane Petrarch dropt a tear on his dif-

after ; but he was moil anxious to learn whether fome copy of

Euripides or Sophocles might not be faved from the hands of the

mariners ".

">* Eoccace indulges an honeft vanity: run through thirteen or fourteen editions.)

Oftentationis causa Grsca carmina adfcripfi *'' Leontius, or Leo Pilatus, is fufficiently

.. ..jure utor nieo; meum eft hoc decus mea made known by Hody (p. — it), and the

gloria fcilicet inter Etrufcos Grscis uti car- Abbe do Sade (Vie de Petrarque, torn. iii.

sninibus. Nonne ego ("ui qui Leontium Pi!a- p. 625 — 634. 670—673.), who has very

turn, &c. (de Gene.ilogia Deorum, J. xv. happily caught the lively and dramatic man-
c- 7 . a work which, though now forgotten, has ner of his original.

But
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But the faint rudiments of Greek learninir, which Petrarch had ^ A p,

LXVI.
encouraged and Boccace had planted, foon withered and expired. > ^,^ ~j

The fucceeding generation was content for a while with the im- of'^he'^G^cek

provement of Latin eloquence : nor was it before the end of the ^","",'^^,',"
' ^ Italy 1 y Ma-
fourteenth century, that a new and perpetual flame was rekindled in ""t^i ciuyfo-

Italy'^*. Previous to his own journey, the emperor Manuel dif- a. D.

patched his envoys and orators to implore the compaflion of the

Weftern princes. Of thefe envoys, the moil confpicuous, or the moft

learned, was Manuel Chryfoloras", of noble birth, and whofe Ro-

man anceftors are fuppofed to have migrated with the great Con-

ftantine. After vifiting the courts of France and England, where

he obtained fome contributions and more promifes, the envoy was

invited to aifume the oflice of a profeifor ; and Florence had again

the honour of this fecond invitation. By his knowledge, not only

of the Greek, but of the Latin, tongue, Chryfoloras deferved the

ftipend, and furpaifed the expedation, of the republic ; his fchool

was frequented by a crowd of difciples of every rank and age ; and

one of thefe, in a general hiftory, has defcribed his motives and his

fuccefs. " At that time," fays Leonard Aretin'\ " I was a ftudent

" of the civil law ; but my foul was inflamed with the love of

" letters ; and I beftowed fome application on the faiences of logic

" and rhetoric. On the arrival of Manuel, I hefitated whether I

" ihould defert my legal fliudies, or relinquifli this golden opportu-

" Dr. Hody (p. 54.) is angry with Leonard cife date of his arrival floats between the years

Aretin, Guarinus, Paulus Jovius, &c. for 1390 and 1400, and is only confined by the

aiRming, that the Greek letters were reftored reign of Boniface IX.

in lis\y /epthigeiitos aiinos; as if, fays he, '^ The name oi Jretinus has been aiTumed

they had fiouriil^ed till the end of the vii'* by five or fix natives of Jrezzo in Tufcany,

century. Thefe writers moll probably rec- of whom the moft famous and the moft worth-

koned from the lall period of the exarchate; lefs lived in the xvi''* century. Leonardus

and the prefence of the Greek magi'.lrates Brunus Aretinus, the difciple of Chryfoloras,

and troops at Ravenna and Rome, mull have was a linguill, an orator, and an hillorian,

prefcrved, in fome degree, the ufe of their the fecretary of four fucceflive popes, and the

native tongue. chancellor of the republic of Florence, where

" See the article of Emanuel, or Manuel he died A. D. 1444, at the age of feventy-five

Chryfoloras, in Hody (p. 12—54.) and Ti- (Fabric. Bibliot. medii .^Evi, torn. i. p. igo,

rabofchi (tom.vii. p. 113— 118.). The pre- &c. Tirabofchi, tom.vii, p-33—38)•
" nityj
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" nity ; and thus, in the ardour of youth, I communed with my
" own mind—Wih thou be wanting to thyfelf and thy fortune?

" Wilt thou refufe to be introduced to a familiar converfe Avith

*' Homer, Plato, and Demofthenes ? with thofe poets, philofophers,

" and orators, of whom fuch wonders are related, and who are

" celebrated by every age as the great mailers of human fcience ?

" Of profeflbrs and fcholars in civil law, a fufficient fupply will al-

" ways be found in our univerfities ; but a teacher, and fuch a

•* teacher, of the Greek language, if he once be fuffered to efcape»

" may never afterwards be retrieved. Convinced by thefe reafons,

" I gave myfelf to Chryfoloras ; and fo ftrong was my paflion, that

" the leiTons which I had imbibed in the day were the conftant fub-

" je6t of ray nightly dreams "." At the fame time and place, the

Latin claifics were explained by John of Ravenna, the domeftic pupil

of Petrarch
^"

: the Italians, who illuftrated their age and country,

were formed in this double fchool j and Florence became the fruitful

feminary of Greek and Roman erudition '°'. The prefence of the

emperor recalled Chryfoloras from the college to the court ; but he

afterwards taught at Pavia and Rome with equal induftry and ap-

plaufe. The remainder of his life, about fifteen years, was divided

between Italy and Conftantinople, between embaffies and leifons.

In the noble office of enlightening a foreign nation, the grammarian

was not unmindful of a more facred duty to his prince and country;

and Emanuel Chryfoloras died at Conftance on a public miffion from

the emperor to the council.

»9 See the paflage in Aretin. Commentarlo Caroloque, ac plerifque «His tanquam ex equo

Rerum fuo Tempore in Italia geftarum, apuA. Trojano prodeuntlbus, quorum emulatione

Hodium, p. 28— 30. multa ingenia delnceps at laudem excitata

'°° ]n this domeftic difcipline, Petrarch, funt (Platina in Bonifacio IX.). Another

who loved the youth, often complains of the Italian writer adds the names of Paulus Pe-

eager curiofity, reftlefs temper, and proud trus Vergerius, Omnibonus Vincentius, Pog-

feelings, which announce the genius and gius, Francifcus Barbarus, &c. Butlqueftion

glory of a riper age (Memoires fur Petrarque, whether a rigid chronology would allow Chry-

tom.iii. p. 700—709.). foloras / thefe eminent fcholars (Hodius,

Hinc Gra:cae Latinaeque fcholae exortx p. 25—27, ice).

funt, Guarino Philelpho, Leonardo Aretino,

After
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After his example, the reftoration of the Greek letters la Italy CHAP.
Lxvr.

was profecuted by a fcries of emigrants, who were deftitute of for-

tune, and endowed with learning, or at leaft with language, in ital/
I-rom the terror or oppreffion of the Turkifla arms, the natives of ,.^,'

Theflalonica and Conftantinople efcaped to a land of freedom, cu-

riofitr, and wealth. The fynod introduced into Florence the lights

of the Greek church and the oracles of the Platonic philofophy

:

and the fugitives who adhered to the union, had the double merit

of renouncing their country, not only for the Chriftian, but for the;

Catholic, caufe. A patriot, who facrifices his party and confciencc

to the allurements of favour, may be poiTeiTed however of the pri-

vate and focial virtues : he no longer hears the reproachful epithets

of flave and apoilate ; and the confideration which he acquires among

his new aifociates, will reftore in his own eyes the dignity of his

charadler. The prudent conformity of Beflarion was rewarded with CardinaiBeft.

r 1 • t
farion, &C.

the Roman purple : he fixed his rendence in Italy ; and the Greek

cardinal, the titular patriarch of Conftantinople, was refpeded as the

chief and protedlor of his nation'": his abilities were exercifed in

the legations of Bologna, Venice, Germany, and France ; and his

eleition to the chair of St. Peter floated for a moment on the un-

certain breath of a conclave "". His ecclefiaftical honours diffufed a

fplendour and pre-eminence over his literary merit and fervice

:

his palace was a fchool ; as often as the cardinal vifited the Vatican,

he was attended by a learned train of both nations *"*
; of men ap-

plauded by themfelves and the public ; and whofe writings, now
overfpread with duft, were popular and ufeful in their own times.

'°^ See in Ilody the article of BeiTarion Beflarion; " Nichclas," faiJ he, " thy

(p. 136— 177•)• Theodore Gaza, George of " has coll thee an bat, and me the tiara."

Trebizond, and the reft of the Greeks whom '^* Such as George of TrebizonJ, Theo-
J have named or omitted, are inferted in dore Gaza, Argyropulus Andronlcus of Thef-

their proper chapters of his learned work, falonica, Phi'elphus, Poggius, Blondus, Ni-

See likcwife Tirabofchi, in the i" and 2" cholas Perrot, Valla, Campaniis, Platina,

parts of th; v.''' tome. &c. Viri (fays Hody, with the pioiii zeal-of

'°' The cardinals knocked at his door, but a fcholsr) nullo xvo perituri (p. 156.)•

iiis conclavift refufed to interrupt the ftudies of

Vol. VI. j I I ilrall
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C A p. I fi^^il p,ot attempt to enumerate the reftorers of Grecian literdture-
LXVI. ^

.*—

V

' in the fifteenth century : and it may be fufficient to mention with

gratitude the names of Theodore Gaza, of George of Trebizond, of

John Argyropulus, and Demetrius Chalcocondyles, who taught their

Theif faults native language i-n the fchools of Florence and Rome. Their la-r

hours were not inferior to thofe of Beffarion, whofe purple they

revered, and whofe fortune was the fecret objedl of tlieir envj. But

the lives of thefe grammarians v^as humble and obfcure : they had

declined the lucrative paths of the church ; their drefs and manners

included them from the commerce of the world ; and fince they were

confined to the merit, they might be content with the rewards, of

learning. From this charafler, Janus- Lafcaris "'^
will deferve an ex-

ception. His eloquence, politenefs, and Imperial defcent, recom-

mended him to the French monarchs ; and in the fame cities he

was alternately employed to teach and to negociate. Duty and in-

tereft prompted them to cultivate the ftudy of the Latin language
;,

and the moft fuccefsful attained the faculty of writing and fpeaking

with fluency and elegance in a foreign idiom. But they ever re-

tained the inveterate vanity of their country : their prailc, or at leafi

their efleem, was referved for the national writers, to whom they

owed their fame and fubfiftence ; and they fometimes betrayed their

contempt in licentious criticifm or fatire on Virgil's poetry and the

oratory of TuUy '". The fuperiority of thefe mailers arofe. from,

the familiar ufe of a living language ; and their firil difciples were

'°5 He was bom before the taking of Con- '"" of his epigrams againft Virgil,,

ilantinople, but his honourable life was and three againft Tully, are preferved and

ftretched far into the xvi'*• century (A. D. refuted by Francifcus Floridus, who can find

?.5:;5). . Leo X. and Francis I. were his no better names than Grjeculus ineptus et im-

riobleft patrons, under whofe ai>fpices he pudens (Hody, p. 274,). In cur own times,

founded the Greek colleges of Rome and an Englifii critic has accufed the /Eneid of

Paris(Hcdy,p. 247— 275.). He left pofterity containing, multa languida, nugatoria, fpi-

in France; but the counts de Vintimille, and ritu et majeftate carminis heroici defeila
;

their numerous branches, derive the name of many fuch verfcs as he, the faid Jeremiah •

Lafcaris, from a doubtful marriage in the xiii•'' Markland, would have been aihamed ofown-

century with the daughterof a Grcekemperor ing (prafat. ad Statu Sylvas, p. 2;, 22.).

(DucangCj Fam. Byzant. ^. 224—2-30.).

incapable
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incapable of difcerning how far they had degenerated from the CHAP,
knowledge, and even the pradlce, of then- anceftors. A vicious pro- '<..-—^~—j

nunciation '"', which they introduced, was baniihed from the fchools

by the rcaibn of the fucceeding age. Of the power of the Greek

accents they were ignorant : and thofe mufical notes, which, from,

an Attic tongue, and to an Attic ear, muft have been the fecret foul

of harmony, were to their eyes, as to our own, no more than mute

and unmeaning marks ; in profe fuperfluous, and troublefome in

verfe. Tlie art of grammar they truly poflefled : the valuable frag-

ments of ApoUonius and Herodian were transfufed into their lef-

fons ; and their treatifes of fyntax and etymology, though devoid of

•^hilofophic fpirit, are ilill ufeful to the Greek ftudent. In the ihip-

vreck of the Byzantine libraries, each fugitive feized a fragment of

treafure, a copy of fome author, who, without his induftry, might

have perifhed : the tranfcripts were multiplied by an ailiduous, and

fometimes an elegant, pen ; and the text was corre£led and explained

by their own comments, or thofe of the elder fcholiafts. The fenfe,

though not the fpirit, of the Gi'eek claffica, was intei"preted to the

Latin world: the beauties of ftyle evaporate in a verfion ; bxit the

judgment of Theodore Gaza feleded the more folid vrorks of Arif-

iotle and Theophraftus, and their natural hiftories of animals and

plants opened a rich fund of genuine and experimental fcience.

Yet the fleeting Ihadows of metaphyfics were purfued with more The Platonic

curiofity and ardour. After a long oblivion, Plato was revived in

"' Emanuel Chryfoloras, and his col- bi'hop or 2 chancellor. The treatifes of thofe

leagues, are accufed of ignorance, envy, or fcholars, particularly Erafnius, who afleried

avarice (Sylloge, &c. torn. ii. p. 235.). The a more clafllcal pronunciation, are colleiled

modern Greek pronounce the ,? as a V con- in the Sylloge of Havercamp (2 vols, in

fonant, and confound three vowels (n < t), oftavo, Lugd,. Bat. 1736, 1740); but it is

and feveral diphthongs. Such was the vul- difficult to paint founds by words; and in

gar pronunciation which the flern Gardiner their reference to modern ufe, they can be
maintained by penal ftatutes in the univeriity underfteod only by their refpeclive coumry-
uf Cambridge: but the monofyllable iJrrepre- men. We may obferve, that our peculiar

fentcd to an Attic ear the bleating of (lieep; pronunciation of the 0, t/.; is approved by
i;nd ^ bell-wether is better evidence than a Erafmus (tom.ii. p. 130.).

3 I 2 _ Italy
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CHAP. Italy by a venerable Greek '"', who taught in the houfe of Cofrao

u, .- _• of.Medicis. While the fynod of Florence was involved in theological

debate, fome beneficial confequences might flow from the ftudy of

his elegant phllofophy ; his ftyle is the pureft Aandard of the Attic

dialedt ; and his fublime thoughts are fometimes adapted to familiar

converfation, and fometimes adorned with the richeft colours of

poetry and eloquence. The dialogues of Plato are a dramatic pidure

of the life and death of a fage ; and, as often as he defcends from

the clouds, his moral fyftem inculcates the love of truth, of our

country, and of mankind. The precept and example of Socrates

recommended a modeft doubt and liberal enquiry : and if the Pla-

tonifts, with blind devotion, adored the vifions and errors of theill^

divine mailer, their enthufiafm might corre£t the dry, dogmatic

method of the Peripatetic fchool. So equal, yet fo oppofite, are the

merits of Plato and Ariftotle, that they may be balanced in endlefs

controverfy ; but fome fpark of freedom may be produced by the

collifion of adverfe fervitude. The modern Greeks were divided

between the two ie<fts : with more fury than fkill they fought under

the banner of their leaders ; and the field of battle was removed iu

their flight from Confl:antinople to Rome. But this philofophical

debate foon degenerated into an angry and perfonal quarrel of gram-

marians : and BelTarion, though an advocate for Plato, protedled

the national honour, by interpofing the advice and authority of a

mediator. In the gardens of the Medici, the academical do£lrine

was enjoyed by the polite and learned : but their philofophic focicty

was quickly diiTolved ; and if the writings of the Attic fage were

perufed in the clofet, the more powerful Stagyrite continued to reign,

the oracle of the church and fchool '°'.

'°' George Gemiftus Pletho, a various in Fabricius (Bibliot. Grac. torn. x. p. 739
and voluminous writer, the mailer of Befla- — 75^•)•

Tion, and all the Platoniils of the times. He ""' The ftate of the Platonic philofophy

vifited Italy in his old age, and foon returned in Italy, is illuilrated by Boivin (Mem. de

to end his days in Peloponnefus. See the I'Acad. des Jnfcriptions, tom.ii.p.715—729-)

carious Diatribe of Leo Allatius deGeorgiis, and Tirabofchi (tora.vi. P. i p. 259—288.).

H I have
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I have fairly reprefcntcd tlie literary merits of the Greeks
; yet C H p.

it muft be confefled, that they were feconded and furpailed by the > -. '_f

ardour of the Latins. Italy was divided into many independent snTprogrefs

flates ; and at that time, it was the ambition of princes and repub-
°^''*'^•^^''«•

lies to vie with each other in the encouragement and reward of

literature. The fame of Nicholas the fifth"" has not been adequate Nicholas V.

to his merits. From a plebeian origin, he raifed himfelf by his virtue ^j—ilrr.

and learning : the charadler of the man prevaileiu over the interefl: of

the pope ; and he iharpened thofe weapons which were foon pointed

againft the Roman church '". He had been the friend of the moil

eminent fcholars of the age : he became their patron ; and fuch was

*. the humility of his manners, that the change was fcarcely difcernible

either to them or to himfelf. If he prefTed the acceptance of a

liberal gift, it was not as the meafure of defert, but as the proof of

benevolence ; and when modeft merit declined his bounty, " accept

" it," would he fay with a confcioufnefs of his own worth ; " you

" will not always have a Nicholas among ye." The influence of

the holy fee pervaded Chriilendom j and he exerted that influence

in the fearch, not of benefices, but of books. From the ruins of the

Byzantine libraries, from, the darkeil monafteries of Germany and

Britain, he colle£led the dufty manufcripts of the writers of anti-

quity ; and wherever the original could not be removed, a faithful

copy was tranfcribed and tranfmitted for his ufe. The Vatican, the

old repofitory for bulls and legends, for fuperftition and forgery,

was daily replenifhed with more precious furniture ; and fuch was

the induftry of Nicholas, that in a reign of eight years, he formed

"° See tlie life of Nicholas V. by two '" Lord Bolingbroke obferves, with truth

contemporary authors, Janottus Mnnettus and fpirit, that the popes in this inilance

(tom. iii. P. ii. p. 905—962.) and Vefpa- were worfe politicians than the muftis, and

fian of Florence (torn. xxv. p. 267—290.), th.it the charm which has bound inankind

in the collection of Muratori ; and confult for fo many ages, was broken by the magi-

Tirabofchi (torn. vi. P. i. 46— 52. 109.) and cians themfclves (Letters on the Study of

Hody in the articles of Theodore Gaza, ilillory, 1, vi. p. 165, 166. oflavo edition,

George of Trebizond, &c. '779)•

a library
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C A p. a library of five thoufand volumes. To his munificence, the Latin

w

—

./-~^ world was indebted for the verfions of Xenophon, Diodorus, Poly-

bius, Thucydides, Herodotus, and Appian ; of Strabo's geography,

of the Iliad, of the mofl: valuable works of Plato and Ariilotle, of,

Ptolemy and Theophraftus, and of the fathers of the Greek church,

Cofmo and The example of the Roman pontiff was preceded or imitated by a
Lorenzo of

Medicis, Florentine merchant, who governed the republic without arms and
A.D.

, .

1428-1^92. without a title. Cofmo of Medicis'" was the father of a line of

prince&, whofe name and age are almoft fynonymous with the refto-

ration of learning : his credit was ennobled into fame ; his riclies

were dedicated to the fervice of mankind ; he correfponded at once

with Cairo and London : and a cargo of Indian fpices and Greek books

was often imported in the fame veiTel. The genius and education of

his grand fon Lorenzo rendered him, not only a patron, but a judge

and candidate, in the literary race. In his palace, diftrefs was entitled

to relief, and merit to reward : his leifure hours were delightfully

fpent in the Platonic academy: he encouraged the emulation of Deme-

trius Chalcocondyles and Angelo Politian ; and his adive miilionary

Janus Lafcaris returned from the Eaft with a treafure of two hundred

manufcripts, fourfcore of which were as yet unknown in the libraries

of Europe"\ The reft of Italy was animated by a fimilar fpirit, and

the progrefs of the nation repaid the liberality of her princes. The

Latins held the exclufive property of their own literature : and thefe

difciples of Greece were foon capable of tranfmitting and improving

the leiTons which they had imbibed. After a ihort fucceffion of fo-

"* See the literary hillory of Cofmo and Anthology, printed at Florence 1494. Late-

LorenzoofMedicis,inTiraborchi(tom.vi.P.i. bant (fays Aidus in his preface to the Greek

l.i.c. 2.). whobeftowsaduemeafureof praife Orators, apud Hodium, p. 249.) iu Atho

on Alphonfo of Arragon, king of Kaples, Thracis monte. Eas Lafcaris in Italiam

the dukes of Milan, Ferrara, Urbino, &c. reportavit. Miferat enim ipfum Laurentius

The republic of Venice has deferved the ille IVIedicesin Gra-ciam ad inquirendo's fimul,

leail from the gratitude of fcholars. et quantovis emendos pretio boiios libros.

"^ Tirabofchi (tom.vi. P. i.p. 104.). from It is remarkable enough, that the refearch

the preface of Janus Lafcaris to the Greek was facilitated by fultan Bajazetll.
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reiirn teachers, the tide of emigration fubfided : but the lansniace of C" fi P.
. >j tj^ " LXVI.

Conftantinople was Ipread beyond the Alps ; and the natives of ' ,—

»

France, Germany, and England"*, imparted to their country the

lacred fire which they had kindled in the fchools of Florence and

Rome '". In the produdions of the mind, as in thofe of the foilj

the gifts of nature are excelled by indulhy and ikill : the Greek

authors, forgotten on the banks of the IliiTus, have been illuilrated

on tliofe of the Elbe and the Thames : and Beflarion or Gaza

might have envied the fiiperior fcience• of the Barbarians j the

accuracy of Buda^us, the tafte of Erafmus, the copicufnefs of

Stephens, the erudition of Scaliger, the difcernment of Reifke, or

of Bentley. On the fide of the Latins, the difcovery of printing

was a cafual advantage : but this ufeful art has been applied by

Aldus, and his innumerable fucceiTors, to perpetuate and multiply

the works of antiquity"". A fingle manufcript imported from Greece

is revived in ten thoufand copies ; and each copy is fairer than the

original. In this form, Homer and Plato would perufe with more

fati&fadion their own writings : and their fchouafts muft refign the.

prize to the labours of our weftern editors.

Before the revival of claiTic literature, the Barbarians in Europe- Uie and

r J ' ' 11.1 , abufe of an-
were mimerled in ignorance ; and their vulgar tongues were marked' cient leam-

"+ The Greek language was introduced "* The prcfs of Aldus Msnutus a Ro-
jnto the univerfuy of Oxford in the laft years man, ivas ellablifhed at \'enice about the

of the xv'•• century, by Grocyn, Linacer, and yenr 1494: he printed above ftxty confider-

Latimer, who had all ftudied at Florence under able works of Greek literature, aimoft all

Demetrius Chalcocondyles. See Dr. Knight's for the firlt time; feveral crjntaining different

curious Life of Erafmus. Although a ftout treatifes and authors, and of feveral authors

academical patriot, he is forced to acknoiv- two, three, or four editions (Fabric. Bibliot.

ledge, that Erafmus learned Greek at Ox- Grscc. torn. xiii. p. 605, &c.). Yet his

ford, and taught it at Cambridge. glory muft not tempt us to furge t, that the
"5 The jeilous Italians were defirous of firil Greek book, the Grammar of Conibn-

keeping a monopoly of Greek learning, tine Lafcaris, wai printed at iVIilan in 14.76;

V/hen Aldus was about to publifli the Greek and that the Flore.ice Homer of 14.8S• dif-

Icholiails on Sophocles and Euripides, Cave plays all the luxury of the typographical .;rt.

(faid they), cave hoc facias, neBariaii illis See the Annales Typographic! of M.ittaire,

adjutidomi maneant, et pauciores in Italiam and the Bibliographie Inllrudlive of de Bure,

ventitent (Dr. Knight, in his Life of Eraf- a kitowing book.'eller of Paras.
'

mus, p. 365. from Beams Rhenanu?),

with

ing.
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CHAP, vvith the rudenefs and poverty of their manners. The ftudents of

« ' tlie more perfedl idioms of Rome and Greece, were introduced to

a new world of hght and fcience ; to the focioty of the free and

poHflied nations of antiquity ; and to a familiar ccnverfe vvith thofe

immortal men Vv'ho fpoke the fublime language of eloquence and

reafon. Such an intercourfe muft tend to refine the tafte, and to

elevate the genius, of the moderns : and yet, from the firft experi-

ment, it might appear that the ftudy of the ancients had given fet-

ters, rather than wings, to the hum.an mind. However laudable,

the fpirit of imitation is of a fervile caft ; and the firil difciples of

the Greeks and Romans were a colony of ilrangers in the midfl: of

their age and country. The minute and laborious diligence which

explored the antiquities of remote times, might have improved or

adorned the prefent ftate of fociety : the critic and metaphyfician

were the flaves cf Ariftotle ; the poets, hiftorians, and orators, were

proud to repeat the thoughts and words of the Auguftan age ; the

works of nature were obferved with the eyes of Pliny and Theo-

phraftus ; and fome Pagan votaries profefied a fecret devotion to the

gods of Homer and Plato "\ The Italians were oppreiTed by the

ilrength and number of their ancient auxiliaries: the century after the

deaths of Petrarch and Boccace was filled with a crowd of Latin imi-

tators, who decently repofe on our flielves ; but in that iera of learn-

ing, it will not be eafy to difcern a real difcovery of fcience, a work

of invention or eloquence, in the popular language of the country "^

"' I will feleft three fingular examples of fome fcholars and poets in France celebra'cd

this clailic enthufiafm. i. At the fynod of the fuccefs of Jodelle's tragedy of Cleopatra,

Florence, Gcmillus Pletho faid, in familiar by a feftival of Bacchus, and as it is faid, by

converfation to George of Trebizond, that in the facrifice of a goat (Byle, Diftionaire,

a ihort time mankind would unanimouily re- Jodelle. Fontenelle, torn. iii. p. 56— 61.).

rounce the Gofpcl and the Koran for a reli- Yet the fpirit of bigotry might often difcern

gion fimilar to that of the Gentiles (Leo Al- a ferious impiety in the fportive play of fancy

latius, apud Fabricium, torn. x. p. 751.). and learning.

z. Paul II, perfecuted the Roman academy, "^ The furvivor Boccace died in the year

which had been founded by Pomponius Lk- 1375 ; and we cannot place before 1480, the

tus; and the principal. members were accufed compofition of the IVIorgante Maggiore of

of herefy, impiety, and [agatiij'm (Tirabofchi, Pulci, and the Orlando Inamorato of Boyardo

iom.vi.P.i.p. 81,82.). j.Inthencxtcentury, (Tirabofchi, torn, vi, P. ii. p. 174— 177•)•

But
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But as foon as it had been deeply faturated with the celeftial dew CHAP,
the foil was quickened into vegetation and life ; the modern idioms ^ -. ^

were refined : the claflics of Athens and Rome infpired a pure tafte

and a generous emulation ; and in Italy, as afterwards in France and

England, the pleafing reign of poetry and fidtion was fucceeded by

the light of fpeculative and experimental philofophy. Genius may
anticipate the feafon of maturity ; but in the education of a people,

as in that of an individual, memory muft be exercifed, before the

powers of reafon and fancy can be expanded ; nor may the artift

hope to equal or furpafs, till he has learned to imitate, the works of

his predeceflbrs..

V0L.VL• -K
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CHAP. LXVII.

Schifm of the Greeks and Latins.—Reign and CharaSier

of Amurath the Second.—Crufade of Ladifaus King

of Hungary.—His Defeat and Death.—John Huni-

ad'es.—Scanderheg.—Co?ifa?itijie PalcEologus Em-

peror of the.
THE refpedlive merits of Rome and Conftantinople are com-

pared and celebrated by an eloquent Greek the father of the

STomfand Italian fchools'. The view of the ancient capital, the feat of his an-

Conftanti- ceftors, furpaffed the moft fanguine expedtations of Emanuel Chry-

foloras ; and he no longer blamed the exclamation of an old fophift,

that Rome was the habitation, not of men, but of gods. Thole

gods, and thofe men, had long fmce vanilhed ; but, to the eye of

liberal enthufiafm, the majefty of ruin reftored the image of her an-

<;ient profperity. The monuments of the confuls and Csefars, of the

martyrs and apoftles, engaged on all fides the curiofity of the phi-

lofopher and the Chriftian ; and he confeiTed, that in every age the

arms and the religion of Rome were deftined to reign over the

earth. While Chryfoloras admired the venerable beauties of the

mother, he was not forgetful of his native, country, her faireft

daughter, her Imperial colony ; and the Byzantine patriot expatiates

' The epiille of Manuel Chryfoloras to aflbciated in the empire before the year 1414,

-the emperor John Pah-cologus, will not offend the date of Chryfoloras's death. A ftiil

the eye o/ ear of a claffical ftudent (ad calccm earlier date, at leaf! 1408, is deduced from

Codini de Antiquitatibus C. P. p. 107

—

the age of his youngeft fons, Demetrius and

126.). The fuperfcription fuggeftsachronolo- Thomas, \v\\o were hoih Porphyrcgeniti {•
gical remark, that John Pala;ologus II. was cange, Fam. Byzant. p• 244. 247.)•

with



f

OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 435-.

with zeal and truth, on the eternal advantages of nature, and the

more tranfitory glories of art and dominion, which adorned, or had

adorned, the city of Conilantine. Yet the perfedlion of the copy

ftill redounds (as he modeftly obferves) to the honour of the origi-

nal, and parents are delighted to be renewed, and even excelled, by

the fuperior merit of their children. " Conftantinople," fays the

orator, " is fituate on a commanding point, betv^^een Europe and

" Afia, between the Archipelago and the Euxine. By her interpo-

" fition, the two feas, and tlie two continents, are united for the

*' common bL-nefit of nations ; and the gates of commerce may be

" ihut or opened at her command. The harbour, encompaifed on

" all fides by the fea and the continent, is the moil fecure and capa-

*' cious in the world. The walls and gates of Conftantinople may
" be compared with thofe of Babylon : the towers are many ; each

" tower is a folid and lofty ftrudure ; and the fecond wall, the
*' outer fortification, would be fufficient for the defence and dignity.

" of an ordinary capital. A broad and rapid ftream may be intro-

" duced into the ditches ; and the artificial ifland may be encom-
" paiTed, like Athens \ by land or water." Two ftrong and natural

caufes are alleged for the perfection of the model of new Rome.
The royal founder reigned over the moft illuftrious nations of the.

globe; and in the accompliihment of his defigns, the power of the.

Romans was combined with the art and fcience of the Greeks.

Other cities have been reared to maturity by accident and time •

their beauties are mingled with diforder and deformity ; and the in-

habitants, unwilling to remoA^e from their natal fpot, are in-

capable of correcting the errors of their anceftors, and the original

'

vices of fituation or climate. But the free idea of Conftantinople

was formed and executed by a fingle mind; and the primitive

* Somebody obferved, that the chy of ncal fenfe of Conftantinople, cannot be ap-
Alhens might be circumnavigated ( s.^i» plied to the fituation of Athens, five miles
m,» Tu> A9r,mm, >^: y.xt ^ufccTiXu, » from the fea, and not interfeded or furround-•
weptrXiii). But what may be true in a rheto- ed by any navigable ilreams.

3 2 model ..
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model was improved by the obedient zeal of the fubjefls and fuc-

ceffbrs of the firft monarch. The adjacent lUcs were flored with an

inexhauftible fiipply of marble ; but the various materials were

tranfported from the moft remote ihores of Europe and Afia ; and

the public and private buildings, the palaces, churches, aquedudts,

cifterns, porticoes, columns, baths, and hippodromes, were adapted

to the greatncfs of the capital of the Eaft. The fuperfluity of

wealth was fpread along the ihores of Europe and Afia; and the

Byzantine territory, as far as the Euxine, the Hellefpont, and the

long wall, might be confidered as a populous fuburb and a perpe-

tual garden. In this flattering pidture, the paft and the prefenf, the

times of profpcrity and decay, are artfully confounded -, but a figli

and a confefllon efcape from the orator, that his wretched country

was the (hadow and fepulchre of its former felf. The works of

ancient fculpture had been defaced by Chriftian zeal or Barbaric

viole-ace ; the fldreft flrudures were demoliilied ; and the marbles

of Paros or Numidia were burnt for lime, or applied to the meaneft

ufes. Of many a ilatue, the place was marked by an empty pe-

deftal ; of many a column, the fize was determined by a broken

capital ; the tombs of the emperors were fcattered on the ground
j

the ftroke of time was accelerated by ilorms and earthquakes ; and

the vacant fpace was adorned, by vulgar tradition, with fabulous

monuments of gold and filver. From thefe wonders, which lived

only in memory or belief, he diftinguiihes however the porphyry

pillar, the column and coloiTus of Juilinian \ and the church, more

efpecially the dome, of St. Sophia ; the bell: conclufion, fmce it

could not be defcribed according to its merits, and after it no other

objeil could deferve to be mentioned. But he forgets, that a

^ Nicephorus Gregoras has defcribed the nian was ftill vifible to Peter Gyllius, not on

coloflus of Juilinian (I. vii. 12.): but his the column, but in the outward court of the

meafures are falfe and inconfiilent. The feraglio; and he was at Conflantinople when
editor Boivin confulted his friend Girardon; it was melted down, and cart into a brafs

and the fculptor gave him the true propor- cannon (de Topograph. C. P. l.ii. c. 17 ).

tions of aa equeftrian ftatue. That of Juili-

century
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Oeuturv before, the tremblincr fabrics of tlie coloffus and the church CHAP.
I XVlf

had been favetl and fupported by the tuncly care of Andronicus the - . '_/

cider. Thirty years after the ernperor had fortified St. Sophia

witli two new buttrefieij er pyramids, the eailern hemifphere iud-

denly gave way ; and the images, the altars, and the faniluary, were

cruflied by the falling ruin. The mifchief indeed was fpeedily re-

paired ; the rubbiih was cleared by the incclfant labour of every

Tank and age ; and the poor remains of riches atad indiiftry were

confecrated by the Greeks to the moil ilately and venerable temple

oftheEaft*.

The laft hope of the fldllng city and empire was placed In the The Greek

harmony of the mother and daughter, in the maternal tendernefs tK: co-uncil

of Rome, and the filial obedience of Conilantinople. In the fynod "^
a.°d.'"'

•of Florence, the Greeks and Latins had embraced, and fubfcribed-, '4+°— '4+^•

and promifed j but thefe figns of friendfhlp were perfidious or

fruitlefs
'

; and the bafelefs fabric of the union vanillied like a

Jream". The emperor and his prelates returned home in the Ve-

netian gallies ; but as they touched at the Morea and the ifles of

Corfu and Leibos, the fubjeds of the Latins complained that the

pretended union would be an inftrument of oppreflion. No fooner

<iid they land on the Byzantine ihore than they were faluted, or

rather afiailed, with a general murmur of zeal and difcontenr.

During their abfence, above two years, the capital had been de-

prived of its civil and ecclefiaftical rulers : fanaticifin fermented in

See the decjy and repairs of St. Sophia, ftantinople of the clergy and people.

inNicephorus Gregoras (l.vii. 12. I.xv. 2.). '^ On the fchifm of Conllantinople, fee

The building was propped by Andronicus in Phranza (1, ii. c. 17.), I.aonicus Chalcon-

1317, the eailern hemiiphere fell in 1345. dyles (1. vi. p. 155, 156.), and Dncas (c. 31.)

;

The Greeks, in their pompous rhetoric, the laft of whom writes with truth and free-

exah the beauty and holinefs of the church, dom. Among the moderns we may diflin-

an earthly heaven, the abode of angels, and guiih the continuator of Fleury (torn. xxii.

of God himfelf, &c.
P-338, Sec. 401. ^20, Sec), and Spondai.us

' The genuine and original narrative of (A. D. 1440— 30.). The feme of the latter

Syropulus (p. 312— 351.) opens the fchifm is drowned in prejudice and pailion, as fooa
from the firft office of the Greeks at Vc- as Rome and religion are concerned,
nice, to the general oppofition at Con-

12 anarchy;
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anarchy ; -the moft furious monks reigned over the confcience of

women and- bigots ; and the hatred of the Latin name was the firil:

principle of nature and religion. Before his departure for Italy, the

emperor had flattered the city with the aflurance of a prompt relief

and a powerful fuccour ; and the clergy, confident in their ortho-

doxy and fcience, had prouiifed themfelves and their flocks an eafy

victory over the blind fliepherds of the Weft. The double difap™

pointment exafperated the Greeks ; the confcience of the fubfcribing

prelates was awakened ; the hour of temptation was part ; and they

had more to dread from the public refentment, than they could hope•

from the favour of the emperor or the pope. Inftead of juftifying

their condu£t, they deplored their weaknefs, profeiTed their contri-

tion, and caft themfelves on the mercy of God and of their bre-

thren. To the reproachful queftion, what had been the event or the

ufe of their Italian fynod ? they anfwered with fighs and tears,

" Alas ! we have made a new faith ; we have exchanged piety for

" impiety ; we have betrayed the immaculate facrifice ; and we are-

*' become A'zymites^'' (The Azymites were thofe who celebrated

the communion with unleavened bread ; and I muft retract or qualify

the praife which I have beftowed on the growing philofophy of the

times,) " Alas ! we have been feduced by diftrefs, by fraud, and

*' by the hopes and fears of a tranfitory life. The hand that has•

" figned the union ihould be cut off"; and the tongue that has pro-

" nounced the Latin creed deferves to be torn from the root."

The beft proof of their repentance was "an encreafe of zeal for the

jnoft trivial rites and the moft incomprehenfible dodrlnes ; and an

abfolute feparation from all, without excepting their prince, who

preferved fome regard for honour and confiftency. After the de-

ceafe of the patriarch Jofeph, the archbiihops of Heraclea and Tre-;

bizond had courage to refufe the vacant oiKce ; and cardinal Beffa-

rion preferred the warm and comfortable ihelter of the Vatican.

The choice of the emperor and his clergy was confined to Metro-

phane$
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plianes of Cyzicus : he was confecrated in Sr. Sophia, but the

temple was vacant. The crofs- bearers abdicated their fervice • the

infedion fpread from the city to the villages ; and Metrophanes dif-

charged, without eife£l, fome ecclefiaftical thunders againft a nation

of fchifmatics. The eyes of the Greeks were directed to Mark of

Ephefus, the champion of his country ; and the fuiFerings of the

holy confeflbr were repaid with a tribute of admiration and applaufe.

His example and writings propagated the flame of religious difcord

;

age and infirmity foon removed him from the world ; but the gofpel

of Mark was not a law of forgivenefs ; and he requefted with his

dying breath, that none of the adherents of Rome might attend his

obfequies or pray for his foul.

The fchifm was not confined to the narrow limits of the Byzan- Zeal of the

tine empire. Secure under the Mamaluke fceptre, the three pa- and Ruffiai»».

triarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerufalem, aifembled a nume-

rous fynod ; difowned their reprefentatives at Ferrara and Florence
;

condemned the creed and council of the Latins ; and threatened the

emperor of Conftantinople with the cenfures of the Eaftern church.

Of the fe(itaries of the Greek communion, the Ruffians were the

moft powerful, ignorant, and fuperftitious. Their primate, the car-

dinal Ifidore, haftened from Florence to Mofcow', to reduce the in-

dependent nation under the Roman yoke. But the Ruffian biihops

had been educated at mount Athos ; and the prince and people em-
braced the theology of their prieils. They were fcandalifed by the

title, the pomp, the Latin crofs of the legate, the friend of thole

impious men Vs'ho ihaved their beards, and performed the divine

office with gloves on their hands and rings on their fingers : Ifidore

was condemned by a fynod ; his perfon was imprifoned in a mo-

' Ifidore was metropolitan of Kiow, but archbifhop, who became, in 15 83, the pa-

the Greeks fubjeft to Poland have removed triarch, of Mofcow (Levefque, Hilt, de Ruf-
that fee from the ruins of Kiow to Lem berg, fie, torn. iii. p. 188. 190. from a Greek
or Leopold (Herbeftein, in Ramufio, tom.ii, MS. at Turin, Iter et labores Archiepifcopi

p. 127.). On the other hand, the Ruflians Arfenii).

transferred their fpiritual obedience to the

4 nailery

;
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Reign nnd
charaiier of
Amurath II.

A.D.
1421— 1451,
February g.

nailery ; and it was with extreme difficulty, that the cardinal could"

efcape from the hands of a fierce and fanatic people *. The Ruffians

refufed a paflage to the miffionaries of Rome who afpired to convert

the Pagans beyond the Tanais
' ; and their refufal was juftified by

the maxim, that the guilt of idolatry is lefs damnable than that of

fchifm. The errors of the Bohemians were excufed by their ab-

horrence for the pope ; and a deputation of the Greek clergy foli-

cited the friendfliip of thofe fanguinary enthufiafts '°. While Eugeniu»

triumphed in the union and orthodoxy of the Greeks, his party

was contra<5led to the walls, or rather to the palace, of Conftanti-

nople. The zeal of Palaeologus had been excited by intereft ; it was

foon cooled by oppofition : an attempt to violate the national belief

might endanger his life and crown; nor could the pious rebels be

deftitute of foreign and domeftic aid. The fword of his brother

Demetrius, who in Italy had maintained a prudent and popular

filence, was half uniheathed in the caule of religion ; and Amurath,

the Turkiih fultan, was difpleafed and alarmed by the feeming friend--

ftiip of the Greeks and Latins.

" Sultan Murad or Amurath, lived forty-nine, and reigned thirty

" years, fix months, and eight days. He was a jull and valiant

" prince, of a great foul, patient of labours, learned, merciful, reli-

" gious, charitable ; a lover and encourager of the ftudious, and of

* The curious narrative of Levefque (Hift.

de Raflie, torn. ii. p. 242—247.) is extrafted

from the pacriarchal archives. The fcenes

of Ferrara and Florence are defcribed by

ignorance and pailion ; bat the Ruffians are

credible in the account of their own preju-

dices.

' The Shamanifm, the ancient religion of

the Samanxans and Gymnofophifts, has been

driven by the more popular Bramins from

Indiainto the northern deferts ; the naked

philofophers were compelled to wrap them-

/elves in fur; but they infenfibly funk into

wiyjrds and phyficians. The Mordvans and

Tcheremifles in the European Rufiia adhere

to this religion, which is formed on the earth-

ly model of one king or God, his minillers

or angels, and the rebellious fpirits who op-

pofe his government. As thefe tribes of the

Volga have no images, they might more
julily retort on the Latin roiflionaries the name
of idolaters (Levefque, Hilt, des Peoples

foumis a la Domination des Ruffes, torn. i.

p. 194-237. 423—460.).
'° Spondanus, Annal. Ecclef. tofn. ii.

A.D. 1451, N'lj. The Epillle the

Greeks, with a Latin verlion, is extant in

the college library at Prague.

" 4II
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" all who excelled in any art or fcience : a jrood emperor, and a C A P.

L•X\'II.
" great general. No man obtained more or greater victories than ^_-^ _/

" Amurath: Belgrade alone withftood his attacks. Under his reign,

" the foldier was ever vid:orious, the citizen rich and fecure. If he

" fubdued any country, his firft care was to build mofchs and ca-

" ravanferas, hofpitals, and colleges. Every year he gave a thou-

" fand pieces of gold to the Ions of the prophet ; and fent twO thou-

^' fand five hundred to the religious perfons of Mecca, Medina, and

" Jerufalein "." This portrait is tranfcrlbed from the hiftorian of

the Othman empire : but the applaufe of a fervile and fuperilitious

people has been lavidied on the worfl of tyrants ; and the Virtues

of a fultan are often the vices moft ufeful to himfetf, or moft agree-

able to his fubjeds. A nation ignorant of the equal benefits of

liberty and law, muft be awed by the flaflies of arbitrary power :

the cruelty of a defpot will aflimie the character of juftice ; his pro-

fufion, of liberality ; his obftinacy, of firmnefs. If the mofi: reafon-

able excufe be rejected, few ads of obedience will be found impolfi-

ble ; and guilt mull tremble, where innocence cannot always be

fecure. The tranquillity of the people, and the difcipline of the

troops, were beft maintained by perpetual adion in the field ; war

38 the trade of the Janizaries : and thofe who furvived the peril, and

divided the fpoil, applauded the generous ambition of their fovereign.

To propagate the true religion, was the duty of a faithful Mufulman :

the unbelievers were his enemies, and thofe of the prophet , and, in

the hands of the Turks, the fcymetar was the only inftrument of con-

verfion. Under thefe circumftances, however, the juftice and mo-

deration of Amurath are attefted by his condud, and acknowledged

by the Chriftians themfelves j who confider a profperous reign and a

peaceful death as the reward of his fingular merits. In the vigour

of his age and military power, he feldom engaged in war till he

" See Cantemir, Hiilory of the Otlim^n pular name, to that obfcure diligence which

Empire, p. 94. Murad, or Morad, may be is rarely fuccefsful in tranflating an Oriental,

more corredt: but 1 have preferred the po- into the Roman, alphabet.

Vol. VI. 3 L \v.as
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CHAP, was juftified by a previous and adequate provocation : the vidorlous

< ^

—

'-> lliltan was dilarmed by fubmiiTion ; and in the obfervance of treaties,

his word was inviolate and facred '\ The Hungarians were com-

monly the aggreffors ; he was provoked by the revolt of Scanderbeg

;

and the perfidious Caramanian was twice vanqulflied, and twice par-

doned, by the Ottoman monarch. Before he invaded the Morea,

Thebes had been furprifed by the defpot : in the conqueft of Theifa-

lonica, the grandfon of Bajazet might difpute the recent purchafe of

the Venetians ; and after the firft fiege of Conftantinople, the fultau

was never tempted, by the diftrefs, the abfence, or the injuries of

Palseologus, to extinguifli the dying light of the Byzantine empire.

His double But the mofl ftriking feature in the life and charader of Amurath,
abdication,

.^ ^^ double abdication of the Turkifli throne ; and, were not his

'444• motives debafed by an alloy of fuperftition, we muft praife the royal

philofopher'^, who at the age of forty could difcern the vanity of

human greatnefs. Refigning the fceptre to his fon, he retired to

the pleafant refidence of Magneila ; but he retired to the fociety

of faints and hermits. It was not till the fourth century of the

Hegira, that the religion of Mahomet had been corrupted by an

inBitution fo adverfe to his genius ; but in the age of the crufades,

the various orders of Derviihes were multiplied by the example of

the Chriftian, and even the Latin, monks'*. The lord of nations

fubmitted to fail, and pray, and turn round in endlefs rotation with

the fanatics, who miftook the giddinefs of the head for the illumi-

nation of the fpirit'\ But he was foon awakened from this dream

of

'* See Chalcondyles (1. vii. p. i86. 198.), '* See the articles Derui/che, Fakir, Na/-

Diicas (c. 33.). and Marinus Barletius (in /cr, Rohbaniat, in d'Herbelot's Bibliotheque

Vit. Scanderbeg, p. 145, 146.). In his good Orientale. Yet the fubjeft is fuperficially

faith towards the garrifon of Sfetigrade, he treated from the Perfian and Arabian writers,

was a leflbn and example to his fon Maho- It is among the Turks that thefe orders have

met. principally floorifhed.

'^ Voltaire (EITai fur I'Hiftoire Generale, " Rycaut (in the prefent State of the Ot-

c. 89. p. 283, 284.) admires le Philo/ophe toman Empire, p. 242—268.) affords much
Titrc ; would he have bellowed the fame information, which he drew from his per-

praife on a Chriftian prince for retiring to a fonal converfation with the heads of the der-

monaftery ?'In his way, Voltaire was a bi- viihes, moft of whom afcribed their origin to

got, an intolerant bigot. the time cf Orchaii. He does not mention

the.



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 443

of enthufiafm, by the Hungarian invafion ; and his obedient fon C A p.

was the foremoft to urge the public danger and the wiihes of the %—v-~-»

people. Under the banner of their veteran leader, the Janizaries

fought and conquered ; but he withdrew from the field of Varna,

again to pray, to faft, and to turn round with his Magnefian bre-

thren. Thefe pious occupations were again interrupted by the dan-

ger of the ftate. A vidtorious army difdained the inexperience of

their youthful ruler : the city of Adrianople was abandoned to rapine

and flaughter ; and the unanimous divan implored his prcfence to

appeafe the tumult, and prevent the rebellion, of the Janizaries. At

the well-known voice of their mafter, they trembled and obeyed

;

and the reludant fultan was compelled to fupport his fplendid fer-

vitude, till, at the end of four years, he was relieved by the angel of

death. Age or difeafe, misfortune or caprice, have tempted feveral

princes to defcend from the throne ; and they have had leifure to

repent of their irretrievable ftep. But'Amurath alone, in the full

liberty of choice, after the trial of empire and folitude, has repeated

his preference of a private life.

After the departure of his Greek brethren, Eugenius had not been Eugeniuj

unmindful of their temporal intereft ; and his tender regard for the league

Byzantine empire vas animated by a juft apprehenfion of the Turks, Tu'rks

Avho approached, and might foon invade, the borders of Italy. But ^-^• '<+3•

the fpirit of the crufades had expired ; and the coldnefs of the Franks

was not lefs unreafonable than their headlong pailion. In the eleventh

century, a fanatic monk could precipitate Europe on Afia for the

recovery of the holy fepulchre ; but in the fifteenth, the moft pref•

fing motives of religion and policy were infufficient to unite the

Xatins in the defence of Chriftendom. Germany was an inexhaufti-

ble ftore-houfe of men and arms": but that complex and languid

body

the Z/Vi/V.iof Clialcondyles (1. vli. p. 2SO.), '* In the year 1431, Germany raifed

among whom Amurath retired: the if/Vi of 40,000 horfe, men at arms, againfl the Huf-

tha: author are the defcendants of Mahomet, fites of Bohemia (Lenfant, Hiil. du Concile

3L 2 de
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body required the impulfe of a vigorous hand ; and Frederic the

third was alike impotent in his perfonal charafter and his Imperial

dignity. long war had impaired the ftrength, without fatiating

the animofity of France and England "
: but Philip, duke of Bur-

gundy, was a vain and magnificent prince ; and he enjoyed, without

danger or ex'pence, the adventurous piety of his fuhjedts, wdio failed,

in a gallant fleet, from the coail of Flanders to the Hellefpont.

The maritime republics of Venice and Genoa were lefs remote fronr

the fcene of adion ; and their hoftile fleets were aflOciated under

the fl;andard of St. Peter. The kingdoms of Hungary and Poland,

which covered as it were the interior pale of the Latin church, were

the moft nearly concerned to oppofe the progrefs of the Turks.'

Arms were the patrimony of the Scythians and Sarmatians, and thefe

nations might appear equal to the contefl:, could they point, againil

the common foe, thofe fwords that were fo w^antonly drawn in

bloody and domeftic quarrels. But the fame fpirit was adverfe to

concord and obedience : a poor country and a limited monarch are

incapable of maintaining a ftanding force ; and the loofe bodies of

Polifh and Hungarian horfe were not armed with the fentiments

and weapons which, on fome occafions, have given irrefiilible

weight to the French chivalry. Yet, on this fide, the defigns of the

Roman pontiff, and the eloquence of cardinal Julian, his legate, were

promoted by the clrcumilances of the times '" ; by the union of the

de Bafle, torn. i. p. 318.). At the fiege of "'.It was not till the year 1444, that

Nuys on the PJilne in 1474, the princes, France and England could agree oa a truce

prelates, and cities, i'ent their refpeilive of feme months (See Rymer's Fcedera, and

cjuotas: and the bilhop of Munfter (qui n'eil the chronicles of both nations),

pas des plus grands) furniihed 1400 horfe, '* In the Hungarian crufade, Spondanus
6000 foot, all in green, with 1200 waggons. (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. I4;3, 1444.) has been
The united armies of the king of England my leading guide. He has diligently read,

and the duke of Burgundy fcarcely equalled and critically compared, the Greek and
one-third of this German holl: (Memoires de Turkiih materials, the hifiorians of Hungary,
Philippe de Comincs, 1. iv. c. 2.). At pre- Poland, and the Welt. His narrative is per-

fent, fix or feven hundred thoufand men are fpicuous ; and where he can be free from a
maintained in conftant pay and admirable religious bias, the judgment of Spondanas is

iiifcipline, by the powers of Germany. «ot contemptible.

g two
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two crowns oix the head of Ladiflaus", a youns? and ambitious fol- CHAP.
« LXVH

dier ; by the valour of an hero, whofe name, the name of John -^- '_f

Huniades, was ahxady popular among the ChriHians, and formid-

able to the Turks. An endlefs treafure of pardons and indulgences

was fcattcred by the legate ; many private warriors of France and

Germany enliRed under the holy banner ; and the crufade derived

fomc ftrength, or at leaft fome reputation, from the new allies, both

of Europe and Afia. A fugliive defpot of Servia exaggerated the

diftrefs and ardour of the Chriftians beyond the Danube, who would

unanlmouily life to vindicate their religion and liberty. The Greek

emperor", with a fpirit unknown to his fathers, engaged to guard

the Bofphorus, and to fally from Conftantinople at the head of his

national and mercenary troops. The fuUan of Caramania " an-

nounced the retreat of Amuratn, and a powerful diverfion in the

heart of Anatolia ; and if the fleets of the Weil could occupy at the

fame moment the ftrelghts of the Heilefpont, the Ottoman mo-
narchy would be diifevered and dcftroyed. Heaven and earth mull

rejoice in the perdition of the mifcreants; and the legate, with prudent

ambiguity, infiilled the opinion of the invifible, perhaps the vifible,

aid, of the Son of God, and his divine Mother.

Of the Poliih and Hungarian diets, a religious war was the una- Ladiflaus,

nimous cry; and Ladiflaus, after paffing the Danube, led an army inndand
°"

of his confederate fubjedts as far as Sophia, the capital of the Bui- :•"17'

garian kingdom. In this expedition they obtained two fignal vie- ^S^'"** '''^"*•

" I have curtailed the harfh letter (VvHa- prince a very aflive part in this crufade,

diilaus) which moil writers affix to his name, uhith he ./"ems to have promoted by his

either in compliance with the Po'iih pro- wiilics, and injured by his fears,

nunciation, or to dillinguifh him from his »' Cantemir (p. 8.S.) afcribes to his policy

rival the infant Ladiflaus of Auflria. Ti.eir the original plan, and tranfcribes his animat-

competition for the crown of Hungary is ing epiille to the Idng of Hungary. But the

deicribed by Callimachus (I. i, ii. p. 447

—

Mahometan powers are feldom informed of
4R6.), Bonfinius (Dccad. iii. 1. iy.). Spon- the ftate of Chrifleiidoni; and the fituation

danus, and Lenfant. and correfpondence of the knights of Rhodes
" The Greek hiftorians, Phranza, Chal- mull conneft them with the fultan of Cara-

condylcF, and Ducas, do not afcribe to their mania.

tories.
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^
i^vli

^' ^°^'^^^> whichwere juftly afcrlbed to the valour and condud of Hu-
»——

V

' niades. In the firft, with a vanguard of ten thoufand men, he fur-

prifed the Turkifh camp ; ha the fecond, he vanquiihed and made

prifoner the moft renowned of their generals, who poflefled the

double advantage of ground and numbers. The approach of winter,

and the natural and artificial obftacles of mount Hsemus, arrefted

the progrefs of the hero, who meafured a narrow interval of fix

days march from the foot of the mountains to the hoftile towers

of Adrianople, and the friendly capital of the Greek empire. The

retreat was undifturbed ; and the entrance into Buda was at once a

military and religious triumph. An ecclefiaftical proceflion was fol-

lowed by the king and his warriors on foot : he nicely balanced the

merits and rewards of the two nations ; and the pride of conqueft

was blended with the humble temper of Chriftianity. Thirteen ba-

fhavi'S, nine ilandards, and four thoufand captives, were unqueftion-

able trophies ; and as all were willing to believe, and none were

prefent to contradid, the crufaders multiplied, with unblufhing con-

fidence, the myriads of Turks whom they had left on the field of

The Turkiih battle ". The moil folld proof, and the moft falutary confequence,
peace.

^£ vidlory, was a deputation from the divan to folicit peace, to re-

ftore Servia, to ranfom the prifoners, and to evacuate the Hungarian

frontier. By this treaty, the rational objedls of the war were

obtained : the king, the defpot, and Huniades himfelf, in the diet of

Segedin, were fatisfied with public and private emolument; a truce

of ten years was concluded ; and the followers of Jefus and Maho-

met, who fwore on the Gofpel and the Koran, attefted the word of

God as the guardian of truth and the avenger of perfidy. In the

place of the Gofpel, the Turkiih minlfters had propofed to fubfti-

tute the Eucharift, the real prefence of the Catholic deity ; but the

** In their letters to the emperor Fre- the {laughter to 6000, or even 2000 infidels

deric III. the Hungarians flay 30,000 Turks (^neas Sylvius in Europ. c. 5. and epift. 44.

in one battle; but the modell Julian reduces 81. apud Spondanum).

2 Chriftians,
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Chriftians refufed to profane their holy niyfteries : and a fuperilitlcus CHAP.
LXVII

conicience is lefs forcibly bound by the fpiritual energy, than by the » -. Lf

outward and vifible fymbols, of an oath ".

During the whole tranfadhion, the cardinal legate had obfcrved a violation of

fallen filence, unwilling to approve, and unable to oppofe, the con- A. D. 1444,

fent of the king and people. But the diet was not diiTolved before

Julian was fortified by the welcome intelligence, that Anatolia was

invaded by the Caramanian, and Thrace by the Greek emperor

;

that the fleets of Genoa, Venice, and Burgundy, were mailers of

the Hellefpont ; and that the allies, informed of the vidlory, and

ignorant of the treaty, of Ladiflaus, impatiently waited for the re-

turn of his vidlorious army. " And is it thus," exclaimed the car-

dinaP\ " that you will defert their expedtations and your own
" fortune. It is to them, to your God, and your fellow-Chriilians,

" that you have pledged your faith ; and that prior obligation anni-

" hilates a raih and facrilegious oath to the enemies of Chrift. His

" vicar on earth is the Roman pontiff j without whofe fandion you
" can neither promife nor perform. In his name I abfolve your

" perjury and fandify your arms : follow my footfteps in the paths

*' of glory and fdvation ; and if ftill ye have fcruples, devolve on

" my head the puniihment and the fin." This mifchievous ca-

fuiftry was feconded by his refpedable charader, and the levity of

popular alTemblies : war was refolved, on the fame fpot where peace

had fo lately been fworn ; and, in the execution of the treaty, the

'^ See the origin of the Turkiili war, and 507.), Bonfinius (Dec.iii. 1. vi. p.4j7,458.),
the firft expedition of Ladiflaus, in the v='' and other hiilorians, who might indulge their

and vi'*• books of the iii'' Decad of Bonfinius, own eloquence, while they reprefent one of
who, in his divifion and fty'e, copies Lhy the orators of the age. But they all agree ia
with tolerable fuccefs. Callimachus (1. ii. the advice and arguments for perjury, which

p. 487—496) is ilill more pure and au- in the field of controvert/ are fiercely attack-

'hentic. ed by the Proteftants, and feebly defended
'* I do not pretend to warrant the literal by the Catholics. The latter are difcouraged

accuracy of Julian's fpeech, which is variouf- by the misfortune of Warna.
ly worded by Callimachus (I. iii. p. 505—

TurB;&
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CHAP. Turks were aflaulted by the Chrlftians : to whom, with fome reafon,
LXVII. ^ '

»-

—

^—• they might apply the epithet of infidels. The falfehood of La-

diflaus to his word and oath, was palliated by the religion of the

times : the moil perfedl, or at leafl; the moil popular, excufe would

have been the fuccefs of his arms and the deliverance of the Eaftern

church. But the fame treaty which fliould have bound his con-

fcience, had diminiihed his ilrength. On the proclamation of the

peace, the French and German volunteers departed with indignant

murmurs : the Poles were exhaufted by diftant warfare, and perhaps

difgufted with foreign command ; and their palatines accepted the firil

licence, and hallily retired to their provinces and caftles. Even

Hungary was divided by faQion, or reilrained by a laudable fcriiple;

and the relics of the crufade that marched in the fecond expedition,

were reduced to an inadequate force of twenty thoufand men. A
Walachian chief, who joined the royal ftandard with his vaffals, pre-

fumed to remark that their numbers did not exceed tlie hunting re-

tinue that fometimes attended the fultan ; and the gift of two horfes

of matchlefs fpeed, might admoniih Ladiilaus of his fecret forefight

of the event. But the defpot of Servia, after the reiloration of his

country and children, was tempted by the promife of new realms
;

and the inexperience of the king, the enthufiafm of the legate, and

the martial prefumption of Huniades hlmfelf, were perfuaded that

every obftacle muft yield to the invincible virtue of the fword and

the crofs. After the paifage of the Danube, two roads might lead to

Conilantinople and the Hellefpont ; the one direil, abrupt, and dif-

ficult, through the mountains of Hicmus ; the other more tedious

and fecure, over a level country, and along the ihores of the Euxine;

in which their flanks, according to the Scythian difcipline, might

always be covered by a moveable fortification of waggons. The latter

was judicioufly preferred : the Catholics marched through the plains

of Bulgaria, burning, with wanton cruelty, the churches and villages

of the Chriilian natives; and their lail ilation was at Wai'ua, near the

fea-
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/ea-fliore ; on which the defeat and death of Ladiflaus have bellowed chap.
a memorable name . ^^ -, - ^_t

It on this fatal fpot, that, inftead of finding a confederate fleet Battle of

to I'econd their operations, they were alarmed by the approach of A.^D.^1444,

Amurath himfelf, who had ilTued from his Magnefian folitude, and ^°^* '^"

tranfported the forces of Afia to the defence of Europe. According

to fomd^^ riters, the Greek emperor had been awed, or feduced, to

grant the paflage of the Bofphorus ; and an indelible ftain of cor-

ruption is fixed on the Genoefe, or the pope's nephew, the Catholic

admiral, whofe mercenary connivance betrayed the guard of the

Hellefpont. From Adrianople, the fultan advanced by hafty marches,

at the head of fixty thoufand men ; and when the "cardinal, and Hu-
niades, had taken a nearer furvey of the nnmbers and order of the

Turks, thefe ardent warriors propofed the tardy and impradlicable

meafure of a retreat. The king alone was refolved to conquer or

die ; and his refolution had almoil been crowned with a glorious

and falutary vidiory. The princes were oppofite to each other in the

centre ; and the iBeglerbegs, or generals of Anatolia and Romania,

commanded on the right and left againft the advcrfe divifions of the

defpot and Huniades. The Turkifh wings were broken on the firil

onfet : but the advantage was fatal ; and the raih. vidlors, in the heat

of the purfuit, were carried away far from the annoyance of the

enemy or the fupport of their friends. AVhen Amurath beheld the

flight of his fquadrons, he defpaired of his fortune and that of the

empire : a veteran Janizary feized his horfe's bridle ; and he had

magnanimity to pardon and reward the foldier who dared to per-

ceive the terror, and arreft the flight, of his fovereign. A copy of

the treaty, the monument of Chriftian perfidy, had been difplayed

" Warna, under the Grecian nameofOJef- Geographers), it was fituate 1740 lladia.oriar-

fus, was a colony of the Milefians, which they longs, from the mouth of the Danube, 2 140
denominated from the hero Ulyires(CelIanus, from Byzantium, and 360 to the north of a
tom.i. p. 374. d'Anville, torn. i. p. 312.). ridge or promontory of mouftt Hiemus, whick
According to Arrian's Periplus of the Euxine advances into the fea.

(p. 24, 25. in the i" vglume of Hudfon's

Vol. VI. 3 in
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CHAP, in the front of battle ; and it is faid, that the fultan in his diftrefs,

^_ - ,- '_. Hfting his eyes and his hands to heaven, implored the proteftion of

the God of truth ; and called on the prophet Jefus himfelf to avenge

the impious mockery of his name and religion *". With inferior

numbers and difordered raiaks, the king of Hungary ruihed for-

wards in the confidence of vidory, till his career was flopped by

the impenetrable phalanx of the Janizaries. If we may credit the

Ottoman annals, his horfe was pierced by the javelin of Amurath ";

Death of La- he fell among the fpears of the infantry ; and a Turkiih foldier pro-

claimed with a loud voice, " Hungarians, behold the head of your

" king !" The death of Ladiflaus was the fignal of their defeat.

On his return from an intemperate purfuit, Huniades deplored his

erft>r and the public lofs : he ftrove to refcue the royal body, till he

was overwhelmed by the tumultuous crowd of the vidlors and van-

quiihed ; and the laft efforts of his courage and condud were ex-

erted to fave the remnant of his Walachian cavalry. Ten thoufand

Chriftians were ilain in the difaftrous battle of Warna : the lofs of

the Turks, more confiderable in numbers, bore a fmaller proportion

to their total ftrength
;
yet the philofophic fultan was not aihamed

to confefs, that his ruin muft be the confequence of a fecond and

fimilar vidory. At his command a column was ereded on the fpot

where Ladiflaus had fallen ; but the modeft infcription, inftead of

accufing the raihnefs, recorded the valour, and bewailed the misfor-

tune, of the Hungarian youth ^'.

Before

'" Some Chriilian writers affirm, that he p. 517.) more fimply and probably affirms,

drew from his bofom the holh or wafer on fupervenientibus Janizaris, telorum inulti>

which the treaty had not been fworn. The tudine, non tarn confoflus ell, quam obrutus.

Moflems fuppofe, with more iimplicity, ah ^» Befides feme valuable hints from
appeal to God and his prophet Jefus, which j^lneas Sylvius, which arc diligently colleft-

is likewife infinuated by Callimachus (I. iii. ed by Spondanus, our beft authorities are

p. 516. Spondan. A. D. 1444, N° 8.)• three hillorians of the xv"" century, Philip-
*' A critic will always diftruft thefe/ pus Callimachus (de Rebus a Vladiflao Po-

«p'tma of a viftorious general, fo difficult for lonorum atque Hungarorum Rege geill',

valour to obtain, fo eafy for flattery to invent libri iii. in Bel. Script. Rerum Hungaricarum,
(Cantemir, p. 90, 91.). Callimachus (1. iii. torn. i. p. 433—518.), Bonfinius (decad iii,

J.v.
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Before I lofe fight of the field of Warna, I am tempted to paufe CHAP.
r* • •

jLX VII.

on the character and ftory of two prmcipal adors, the cardinal Ju- ^^—^-7-'

llan and John Huniades. Julian"' Cscfarini was born of a noble Julian,

family of Rome : his ftudies had embraced both the Latin and Greek

learning, both the fciences of divinity and law ; and his vcrfatile

genius was equally adapted to the fchools, the camp, and the court.

No fooner had he been inveiled with the Roman purple, than he was

fent into Germany to arm the empire againft the rebels and heretics

of Bohemia. The fpirit of perfecution is unworthy of a Chriftian

;

the military profeifion ill becomes a prleil ; but the former is ex-

cufed by the times ; and the latter was ennobled by the courage of

Julian, who ftood dauntlefs and alone in the difgraceful flight of the

German hoft. As the pope's legate, he opened the council of Bafil

;

but the prefident foon appeared the moil ftrenuous champion of

ecclefiaftical freedom ; and an oppofition of feven years was con-

duced by his ability and zeal. After promoting the ftrongeft mea-

fures againft the authority and perfon of Eugenius, fome fecret mo-

tive of intereft or confcience engaged him to defert on a fudden the

popular party. The cardinal withdrew himfelf from Bafil to Fer-

rara ; and, in the debates of the Greeks and Latins, the two nations

admired the dexterity of his arguments and the depth of his theo-

logical erudition ^°. In his Hungarian embaffy we have already

feen the mifchievous eifeds of his fophiftry and eloquence, of which

Julian himfelf was the firft vidim. The cardinal, who performed

,..460— 467), and Chalcocondyles (I. vii. '9 M. Lenfant has defcrlbed the origin

p. 165— 179•)• The two firft were Italians, (Hift. du Concile de Bafle, torn. i. p. 247,

but they pafled their lives in Poland and &c.), and Bohemian campaign (p.3i5,&c.),

Hungary (Fabric. Bibliot. Latin, med. et of cardinal Julian. His fervices at Bafil and

infimK yEtatis, torn. i. p. 324. Voffius de Ferrara, and his unfortunate end, are occa-

Hift. Latin. 1. iii. c, 8. 11. Bayle, Die- fionally related by Spondanus, and the ccrn-

tionnaire, Bonfinius). A fmall trail of tinuator of Fleury.

Fslix Petancius, chancellor of Segnia (ad 3" Syropul us honourably praifes the talent»

calcem Cufpinian. de Cafaribu;, •76— of an enemy (p. 117.): Tsiaura tim eit» »

yzz.), reprefents the theatre of the war in the iaXia»o?, •7£••»•/=«; aya» xai ^,-, *«»

XV*^ century. ftsr' £irirr,fi--i{ xai^; '^»;.

3 2 the
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CHAP, the duties of a prieft and a foldier, was lofl; in the defeat of Warna,
LXVII.

"»>*,

_ -.- _t The circumftances of his death are varioufly related ; but it is be-

Ueved, that a weighty incumbrance of gold impeded his flight, and

tempted the cruel avarice of fome Chriftian fugitives.

John Corvi- Fi'om an humble, or at leaft a doubtful origin, the merit of John
us Huni• _ . , 11• 1 r

ades. Huniades promoted him to the command of the Hungarian armies.

His father was a Walachian, his mother a Greek ; her unknown

race might poiTibly afcend to the emperors of Conftantinople ; and

the claims of the Walachians, with the furname of Corvinus, from

the place of his nativity, might fuggeft a thin pretence for mingling

his blood with the patricians of ancient Rome ''. In his youth he

ferved in the wars of Italy ; and was retained, with twelve horfe-

men, by the biihop of Zagrab : the valour of the -whiie kn'ight.'^'^

was foon confpicuous ; he encreafed his fortunes by a noble and

wealthy marriage ; and in the defence of the Hungarian borders, he

won in the fame year three battles againft the Turks. By his inT•

fluence, Ladiflaus of Poland obtained the crown of Hungary ; and

the important fervice was rewarded by the title and office of Waivod

of Tranfylvania. The firft of Julian's crufades added two Turkiili

laurels on his brow ; and in the public diilrefs the fatal errors of

Warna were forgotten. During the abfence and minority of La:-

diflaus of Auftria, the titular king, Huniades was eledted fupreme

captain and governor of Hungary ; and if envy at firft was filenccd

by terror, a reign of twelve years fuppofes the arts of policy as well

as of war. Yet the idea of a confummate general is not delineated in.

his campaigns ; the white knight fought with the hand rather than

" See Eonfinius, decadiii. I. iv. p. 423. c. 13), from the tridition of the times, men-

Could the Italian hiftorian pronounce, or the tions him with high encomiums, but under

king of Hungary hear, without a bluih, the the whimfical name of the Chevalier Blanc

abfurd flattery, which confounded the name de Valaigne (Valachia). The Greek Chal-

of a Walacliian village with the calual, cocondyles, and the Turkiih Annals of Leuu-

though glorious, epithet of a fingle branch clavius, prefume to accufe his fidelity or va-

of the Valerian family at Rome ? lour,

'^ Philip de Comines (Memolres, I. vi

the
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the head, as the chief of defultory Barbarians, who attack without C p..... LXVl!.
fear and fly without ihame ; and his miUtary Hfe is compofed of « »

a romantic alternative of vldories and efcapes. By the Turks, who

employed his name to frighten their perverfe children, he was cor-

ruptly denominated Jancus Lahi, or the Wicked : their hatred is the

proof of their efteem ; the kingdom which he guarded was inac-

ceiTible to their arms ; and they felt him moil daring and formic

dable, when they fondly believed" the captain and' his country irre*

coverably loft. Inftead of confining himfelf to a defenfive war,

four years after the defeat of Warna he again penetrated into the

heart of Bulgaria ; and in the plain of CoiTova fuftained, till the

third day, the ihock of the Ottoman army, four times more nume-

rous than his own. As he fled alone through the woods of Wa-
lachia, the hero was furprifed by two robbers ; but while they dif-

puted a gold chain that hung at his neck, he recovered his fword,

flew the one, terrified the other, and, after new perils of captivity or

death,, confoled by his prefence an aiilided kingdom. But the lail

and' moft glorious adion of his life was the defence of Belgrade

agalnft the powers of Mahomet the fecond in perfon. After a fiege H!s defence

of forty days, the Turks-, who had already entered the town, were and death,

'

compelled to retreat ; and the joyful nations celebrated Huniades
fuif'j,','^^^'

and Belgrade as the bulwarks of Chriftendom ". About a month ^^P'• 4•

after this great deliverance, the champion expired;• and his moft

fplendid epitaph is the regret of the Ottoman prince, who fighed

that he could no longer hope for revenge againft the fingle antagonift

who had triumphed over his arms. On the firft vacancy of the

throne, Matthias Corvinus, a youth of eighteen years of age, was

cleded' and crowned by the grateful Hungarians. His reign was

^' SeeBonfinius (decad iii. I. viii. p. 492.) and in their refpeflive narratives, neither the

and Spondanus (A. D, 1456, N° 1—7.). faint nor the hero condefccnd to take notice of
Huniades ihared the glory of the defence of his rival's merit,
iielgrade wit!i Capiftran, a Francifcan friar;

.5 profperous '
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profperous and long : Matthias afpired to the glory of a conqueror

and a faint ; but his pureft merit is the encouragement of learning ;

and the Latin orators and hiftorians, who were invited from Italy

by the fon, have ihed the luflre of their eloquence on the father's

charafter '*.

In the lift of heroes, John Huniades and Scanderbeg are com-

monly alTociated " : and they are both entitled to our notice, fmce

their occupation of the Ottoman arms delayed the ruin of the Greek

empire. John Caftriot, the father of Scanderbeg '*, was the heredi-

tary prince of a fmall diftridl of Epirus or Albania, between the

mountains and the Adriatic fea. Unable to contend with the

fultan's power, Caftriot fubmitted to the hard conditions of peace

and tribute : he delivered his four fons as the pledges of his hdelity
;

and the Chriftian youths, after receiving the mark of circumcifion,

were inftruded in the Mahometan religion, and trained in the arms

and arts of Turkifli policy ". The three elder brothers were con-

founded in the crowd of flaves ; and the poifon to which their deaths

are afcribed, cannot be v-erified or difproved by any pofitive evidence.

Yet the fufpicion is in a great meafure removed by the kind and

3* See Bonfinius, decad iii. 1. viii.—de-

cad iv. 1. viii. The obfervations of Sponda-

nus on the life and character of Matthias

Corvintts, are curious and critical (A. D.

1464, N° I. 1475, N° 6. 1476,'— 16.

1490, N°4, 5.). Italian fame was the objeil

cf his vanity. His aftions are celebrated in

the Epitome Rerum Hungaricarum (p. 322

— 412.) of Peter Ranzanus, a Sicilian. His

wife and facetious fayings are regiflered by

Galellus Martius of Narni (528— 568.): and

we have a particular narrative of his wedding

and coronation. Thefe three trails are all

contained in the i" vol. of Bel's Scriptores

Rerum Hungaricarum.
" They are ranked by Sir William

Temple, in his pleafing Effay on Heroic Vir-

tue (works, vol. iii. p. 385 ), among the

ievcn chiefs who have deferved, withoat

wearing, a royal crown ; Belifarius, Narfes,

Gonfalvo of Cordova, William firft prince of

Orange, Alexander duke of Parma, John

Huniades, and George Caftriot, or Scander-

beg.

^* I could wifli for fome fimple, authentic

memoirs of a friend of Scanderbeg, which

would introduce me to the man, the time,

and the place. In the old and national

hiftory of Marinus Barletius, a prieft of Sco-

dra (de Vita, Moribus, et Rebus geftis Georgii

Caftrioti, &c. librixiii. pp. 367. Argentorat.

1537, in fol.), his gawdy and cumberfome

robes are iluck with many falfe jewels. See

likewife Chalcocondyles, 1. vii. p. 185. 1. viii.

p. 229.

^' His circumcifion, education, &c. are

marked by Marinus with brevity and reluc-

tance (1. i. p. 6, 7.).

3 paternal
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paternal treatment of George Caftriot, the fourth brother, who from CHAP,
his tender youth, difplayed the ftrength and fpirit of a foldier. The _. -.- \j

fucceiTive overthrow of a Tartar "and two PeiTians, who carried a

proud defiance to the Turklih court, recommended him to the favour

of Amurath, and his Turkiih appellation of Scanderbeg (Ifcendcr

JBegJy or the lord Alexander, is an indelible memorial of his glory

and fervitude. His father's principality was reduced Into a pro-

vince : but the lofs was compenfated by the rank and title of Sanjiak,

a command of five thoufand horfe, and the profpeft of the firft

dignities of the empire. He ferved with honour in the wars of

Europe and Afia ; and we may fmile at the art or credulity of the

hiftorian, who fuppofes, that in every encounter he fpared the

Chriftians, while he fell with a thundering arm on his Mufulman

foes. The glory of Huniades is without reproach ; he fought in

the defence of his religion and country ; but the enemies who ap-

plaud the patriot, have branded his rival with the name of traitor and

apoftate. In the eyes of the Chriftians, the rebellion of Scanderbeg is

juftified by his father's wrongs, the ambiguous death of his three bro-

thers, his own degradation, and the flavery of his country j and they

adore the generous, though tardy, zeal, with which he aflerted the faith

and Independence of his anceftors. But he had imbibed from his ninth

year the doftrines of the Koran; he was ignorant of the Gofpel; the

religion of a foldier is determined by authority and habit ; nor is it

eafy to conceive what new illumination at the age of forty ^^ could

be poured into his foul. His motives would be lefs expofed to the

fufpicion of intereft or revenge, had he broken his chain from the

moment that he was fenfible of its weight : but a long oblivion had

furely impaired his original right ; and every year of obedience and

3' Since Scanderbeg died A.D. 1466, in years before the acceifion of Amurath II. who

the Ixiil* year of his age (Marinus, 1. xiii. mull have inherited, not acquired, the Al-

p. 370.), he was born in 1403; fince he was banian ilave. Spondanus has remarked this

torn from his parents by the Turks, when he inconfillency, A. D. 1431» N°3l. I44j>

was ncjcnnis (Marinus, ). i. p. 1, 6.), that M° 14.

event mull have happened in 1412, nine

reward
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c - 'reward had cemented the mutual hond of the fultan and his fubieft.
LXVII.

. ...
\^ —,- -^ if Scanderbeg had long harboured the belief of Chriftianity and the

intention of revolt, a worthy mind muil condemn the bafe dlffi-

mulation, that could {erve only to betray, that could promife only

to be forefworn, that could adlively join in the temporal and fpiri-

tual perdition of fo many thoufands of his unhappy brethren. Shall

we praife a fecret correfpondence with Huniades, while he commanded

His revolt the vanguard of the Turkifh army? fhall we excufe the defertion of his

Turks, ftandard, a treacherous defertion which abandoned the vidtory to the

•Nov
-*^^' enemies of his benefador ? In the confufion of a defeat, the eye of

Scanderbeg was fixed on the Reis EiFendi or principal fecretary

;

with the dagger at his breaft, he extorted a firman or patent for the

government of Albania ; and the murder of the guiltlefs fcribe and

his train, prevented the confequences of an immediate dilcovery.

With fome bold companions, to whom he had revealed his defign,

he efcaped in the night, by rapid marches, from the field of battle

to his paternal mountains. The gates of Croya were opened to

the royal mandate ; and oo fooner did he command the fortrefs,

than George Caftriot dropt the maik of diifimulation ; abjured

•the prophet and the fultan, and proclaimed himfelf the avenger of

his family and country. The names of religion and liberty pro-

voked a general revolt : the Albanians, a martial race, were unani-

mous to live and die with their hereditary prince ; and the Ottoman

garrifons were indulged in the choice of martyrdom or baptifm. In

the affembly of the ftates of Eplrus, Scanderbeg was eleded general

of the Turkiih war ; and each of the allies engaged to furniih his

refpeilive proportion of men and money. From thefe contributions,

from his patrimonial eftate, and from the valuable falt-pits of Selina,

he drew an annual revenue of two hundred thoufand ducats
^"

; and

the entire fum, exempt from the demands of luxury, was ftridly

appropriated to the public ufe. Flis manners were popular j but his

'* His revenue and forces are luckily given by Marinus (l.ii. p. 44•)•

difcipline
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dilcipline was fevere ; and every fuperfluous vice was baniihed from CHAP.
his camp : his example ftrengthened his command ; and under his _ -,- _f

condud:, the Albanians were invincible in their own opinion and

that of their enemies. The braveft adventurers of France and Ger-
many were allured by his fame and retained in his fervice : his

ftanding militia confifted of eight thoufand horfe and feven thou-

fand foot ; the horfes were fmalf, the men were adive : but he His valour

viewed with a difcerning eye the difficulties and refources of the

mountains; and, at the blaze of the beacons, the whole nation was dis-

tributed in the ftrongeft pofts. With fuch unequal arms, Scanderbeg

refifted twenty-three years the powers of the Ottoman empire ; and

two conquerors, Amurath the fecond, and his greater fon, virere re-

peatedly baffled by a rebel, whom they purfued with feeming con-

tempt and implacable refentment. At the head of fixty thoufand horfe

and forty thoufand Janizaries, Amurath entered Albania ; he might

ravage the open country, occupy the defencelefs towns, convert the

churches into mofchs, circumcile the Chriftian youths, and puniih

with death his adult and obftinate captives : but the conquefts of

the fultan were confined to the petty fortrefs of Sfetigrade ; and the

garrifon, invincible to his arms, was oppreifed by a paltry artifice

and a fuperftltious fcruple*". Amurath retired with ihame and lofs

from the walls of Oroya, the caftle and refidence of the Caftriots

;

the march, the fiege, the retreat, were harafled by a vexatious, and

almoft invifible, adverfary "'
; and the difappointment might tend to

embitter, perhaps to ihorten, the laft days of the fultan *\ In the

° There were two Dibras, the upper and declamation in the iv"", '"", and vi''' books
lower, the Bulgarian and Albanian: the of the Albanian prieft, who has been copied
former, 70 miles from Croya (1, i. p. 17.), by the tribe of ftrangers and moderns,
was contiguous to the fortrefs of Sfetigrade, 4» i„,^ of his hero, Barletius (I. vi,
%vhofe inhab.taat» refufed to drink from a p. 188—192.) kills the fultan, by difeafe
well into which a dead dog had traiteroufly indeed, under the walls of Croya. But this
been calt ('-^-.P• 139. MO.J- We want a audacious fidion is difproved by the Greeks
goo m • and Turks, who agree in the time and man-
* Compare the Turkifh narrative of Can- «^r of Amurath's death at Adxianople.

temir(p. 92.), with the pompous and prolix

Vol. VI. 3 fuUief';
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fiilnefs of conqueft, Mahomet the fecond ilill felt at his bofom this

domeftic thorn : his lieutenants were permitted to negociate a truce ;

and the Albanian prince may juftly be praifed as a firm and able

champion of his national independence. The enthufiafm of chivalry

and religion has ranked him with the names of Alexander and

Pyrrhus ; nor would they bluih to acknowledge their intrepid coun-

trymen : but his narrow dominion, and ilender powers, muft leave

him at an humble diftance below the heroes of antiquity, who

triumphed over the Eaft and the Roman legions. His fplendid at-

chievements, the baihas whom he encountered, the armies that he

difcomfited, and the three thoufand Turks who were flain by his

fingle hand, muft be weighed in the fcales of fufpiclous criticifm.

Againft an illiterate enemy, and in the dark folitude of Epirus^

his partial biographers may fafely indulge the latitude of romance :

but their fidibns are expofed by the light of Italian hiftory ; and

they afford a ftrong prefumption againft their own truth, by a fa-

bulous tale of his exploits, when he paiTed the Adriatic with eight

hundred horfe to the fuccour of the king of Naples*'. Without

difparagement to his fame, they might have owned that he was

finally oppreiTed by the Ottoman powers : in his extreme danger,

he applied to pope Pius the fecond for a refuge in the ecclefiaftical

and death, ftate ; and his refources were almoft exhaufted, fince Scanderbeg died

lanuary^iT'.'
'^ fugitive at LiiTus on the Venetian territory**. His fepulchre was

foon violated by the Turkiih conquerors ; but the Janizaries, who

wore his bones enchafed in a bracelet, declared by this fuperftitious

*' See the marvels of his Calabrian expe- moires de Comines, 1. viii. c. 5.)»

dition in the ix'•" and x•^•» books of Marinus ** Spondanus, from the beft evidence and

Barletius, which may be reflified by the tefti- the moil rational criticifm, has reduced the

fnony or filence of Muratori (Annali, d'lta- giant Scanderbeg to the human fize (A. D.
lia, torn. xiii. p. 291.), and his original 1461, N° 20. 1463, N^p. 1465, N" iz, 13.

authors (Joh. Simonetia de Rebus Francifci 1467, N°i.)• His own letter to the pope»

Sfortis, in Muratori, Script. Rerum Ital. and the teftimony of Phranza (1. iii. c. 28.),

torn. xxi. p. 728» et alios). The Albanian a refugee in the neighbouring ifle of Corfu,

cavalry, under the name of Strndiots, foon demonllrate his laft diftrefs, which is awk-

became famous in th-e wars of Italy (Me- wardly concealed by Marinus Barletius (I. x.).

amulet
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amulet their involuntary reverence for his valour. The inftant ruin

of his country may redound to the hero's glory
; yet, had he ba-

lanced the confequences of fubmiiTion and refiftance, a patriot per-

haps would haA'e declined the unequal conteil Vv^hich muft depend

on the life and genius of one man. Scanderbeg might indeed be

fupported by the rational, though fallacious, hope, that the pope,

the king of Naples, and the Venetian republic, would join in the

defence of a free and Chriftian people, who guarded the fea-coaft of

the Adriatic, and the narrow paiTage from Greece to Italy. His

infant fon was faved from the national ihipwreck ; the Caftriots"

were invefted with a Neapolitan dukedom, and their blood con-

tinues to flow in the nobleft families of the realm. A colony of

Albanian fugitives obtained a fettlement in Calabria, and they pre-

ferve at this day the language and manners of their anceftors *\

In the long career of the decline and fall of the Roman empire, I Conftantine,

have reached at length; the laft reign of the princes of Conftantinople, Roman or

who fo feebly fuftained the name and majefty of the Casfars. On rors,^

^""^^"

the deceafe of John Palseologus, who furvived about four years the ^'^' l^^*

Hungarian crufade*^ the royal family, by the death of Andronicus ^'^• '+^3»

and the monaftic profeifion of Ifidore, was reduced to three princes,

Conftantine, Demetrius, and Thomas, the furviving fons of the em-

peror Manuel. Of thefe the firft and the laft were far diftant in

the Morea ; but Demetrius, who poiTefled the domain of Selybria,

was in the fuburbs, at the head of a party : his ambition was not

chilled by the public diftrefs ; and his confpiracy with the Turks

and the fchifmatics had already difturbed the peace of his country.

The funeral of the late emperor was accelerated with fingular and

s See the family of the Caftriots, in Du- authentic; but inftead of four years and ieven

cange (Fam. Dalmaticie, &c. xviii. p. 348

—

months, Spondanus (A. D. 144;, N° 7.)

350.). aifigns feven or eight years to the reign of
•4« This colony of Atbanefe is mentioned the laft Conftantine, which he deduces from

^

by Mr. Swinburne (Travels into the Two a fpuriout epillle of Eugenius JV. to the king •

Sicilies, vdi. i. p. 350— 354.). of,/Ethiopia.

' The chronology of Phranza is ilear and

3 2 . even
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CHAP, even5 liafte : the claim of Demetrius to the vacant throne
LXVII. .

\—

V

' w^as juftified by a trite and flimfy fophlfm, that he was born in the

purple, the eldeft fon of his father's reign. But the emprefs-mother^

the fenate and foldiers, the clergy and people, vv'ere unanimous in the

caufe of the lawful fucceflbr ; and the defpot Thomas, who, igno-

rant of the change, accidentally returned to the capital, aiTerted with

becoming zeal the intereil of his abfent brother. An ambaiTador,

the hiftorian Phranza, was immediately difpatched to the court of

Adrianople. Amurath received him with honour and difmiifed

him with gifts ; but the gracious approbation of the Turkiih fultan

announced his fupremacy, and the approaching downfal of the

Eaftern empire. By the hands of two illuftrious deputies, the Im-

perial crown was placed at Sparta on the head of Conftantine. In

the fpring he failed from the Morea, efcaped the encounter of a

Turkifh fquadron, enjoyed the acclamations of his fubjedls, cele-

brated the feftival of a new reign, and exhaufted by his donatives

the treafure, or rather the indigence, of the ftate. The emperor im-

mediately refigned to his brothers the poiTeffion of the Morea ; and

the brittle friendihip of the two princes, Demetrius and Thomas,

was confirmed in their mother's prefence by the frail fecurity of

oaths and embraces. His next occupation was the choice of a con-

fort. A daughter of the doge of Venice had been propofed ; but

the Byzantine nobles objedled the diftance between an hereditary

monarch and an eledive magiftrate ; and in their fubfequent dif-

trefs, the chief of that powerful republic was not unmindful of the

affront. Conftantine afterwards hefitated between the royal families

of Trebizond and Georgia ; and the embaify of Phranza reprefents

in his public and private life the laft days of the Byzantine em-

pire .

Embaffies of The protovefi'iare, or great chamberlain, Phranza failed from Con-

^**

a"^D ftantinople as the minifter of a bridegroom ; and the relics of wealth

Hio—««*
' Phranza (1. iii. c. i— 6.) deferves credit and efteem-

6 and
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and luxury were applied to bis pompous appearance. His numerous ^ '' a p.

^retinue confiftcd of nobles and guards, of phyficians and monks; he >_ -.- 1»

was attended by a band of mufic
; and the term of his coftly em-

baiTy was protraded above two years. On his arrival in Georgia

or Iberia, the natives from the towns and villages flocked around the

ftrangers ; and fuch was their fimplicity, that they v/ere delighted

with the effedls, without underftanding the caufe, of mufical har-

mony. Among the crowd was an old man, above an hundred

vears of age, who had formerly been can-ied away a captive by the

Barbarians *', and who amufed his hearers with a tale of the won-

ders of India ^°, from whence he had returned to Portugal by an

unknown fea^'. From this hofpitable land, Phranza proceeded to

the court of Trebizond, where he was informed by the Greek prince

of the recent deceafe of Amurath. Inftead of rejoicing in the deli-

verance, the experienced ftatefman exprefled his apprehenfion, that

an ambitious youth would not long adhere to the fage and pacific

fyftem of his father. After the fultan's deceafe, his Chriftian wife

Maria '\ the daughter of the Servian defpot, had been honourably re-

ftored to her parents : on the fame of her beauty and merit, ihe was

recommended by the ambaffador as the moft worthy objeil of the

royal choice ; and Phranza recapitulates and refutes the fpecious ob-

*' Suppofe him to have been captured in qua in Portugalliam eft delatus. This paf-

1394, in Timour's firll war in Georgia (She- fage, compofed in 1477 (Phranza, I., iii.

refeddin, 1. iii. c.50,); he might follow his c. 30.), twenty years before the difcovery of

Tartar mailer into Hindoftan in 1398, and the Cape of Good Hope, is fpurious or won-
from dience fail to the fpice iflands. derful. But this new geography is fullied by

'" Th# happy and pious Indians lived an the old and incompatible error which places

hundred and fifty years, and enjoyed the the fource of the Nile in India,

moft perfeft produftions of the vegetable and ^* Cantemir (p. 83.), who ftyles her the

mineral kingdoms. The animals were on a daughter of Lazarus Ogli, and the Helen of
large fcale ; dragons feventy cubits, ants the Servians, places her marriage with Am u-

(the formica Indica) nine inches long, Iheep rath in the year 1424. It will not eafiiy be
like elephants, elephants like Iheep. Quid- believed, that in iix-and-twenty years coha-
libet audendi, &c. bitation, the fultan corpus ejus non tetigit.

' He failed in a country veflel from the After the taking of Conllantinople, (he fled

fpice ifland to one of the ports of the exterior to Mahomet 11. (Phranza, 1. iii. c. 22.)

India, invenitque navem grandem Ibtricam,

jedions
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CHAP, jedlons that might be raifed againft the propofal. The majefty of

' the purple would ennoble an unequal alliance ; the bar of affinity

might be removed by liberal alms and the difpenfation of the church

;

the difgrace of Turkiih nuptials had been repeatedly overlooked

;

and, though the fair Maria was near fifty years of age, ihe might

yet hope to give an heir to the empire. Conftantine liilened to the

advice, which was tranfmitted in the firft ihip that failed from Tre-

bizond ; but the fadlions of the court oppofed his marriage ; and it

was finally prevented by the pious vow of the fultana, ended

her days in the monaftic profeffion. Reduced to the firft alternative,

the choice of Phranza was decided in favour of a Georgian princefs
j

and the vanity of her father was dazzled by the glorious alliance.

Inftead of demanding, according to the primitive and national cuf-

tom, a price for his daughter ", he offered a portion of fifty-fijc

thoufand, with an annual penfion of five thoufand, ducats ; and

the fervices of the ambaflador were repaid by an aiTurance, that, as

his fon had been adopted in baptifm by the emperor, the eftabliih-

ment of his daughter ihould be the peculiar care of the emprefs of

Conftantinople. On the return of Phranza, the treaty was ratified

by the Greek monarch, who with his own hand imprefled three

Vermillion crofles on the golden bull, and aflured the Georgian en^

, voy, that in the fpring his gallies ihould conduit the bride to her

Imperial palace. But Conftantine embraced his faithful fervant, not

with the cold approbation of a fovereign, but with the warm con-

fidence of a friend, who, after a long abfence, is impatient to pour

State of the ^is fecrets into the bofom of his friend. " Since the death of my
Byzantine « mother and of Cantacuzene, who alone advifed me without in-
court. '

" tereft or paffion '*, I am furrounded," faid the emperor, " by men

'^ The claffical reader will recolleft the domeilic, a firm afferter of the Greek creed,

offers of Agamemnon (Iliad I. v. 44•)> ^nd and a brother of the queen of Servia, whom
the general praftice of antiquity. he vifited with the charafler of ambaffador

'* Cantacuzene (I am ignorant of his re- (Svropulus, p. 37, ^S, 45.).

lation to the emperor of that name) was great

^ " whom
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" whom I can neither love, nor truft, nor efteem. You are not a C a p•

" ftranger to Lucas Notaras, the great admiral ; obilinately attached ._ 1,- '_/

" to his own fentiments, he declares, both in private and public, that

" his fentiments are the abiblute meafure of my thoughts and ac-

" tions. The reft of the «ourtiers are fwayed by their perfonal or

" failious views; and.how can I confult the monks on queftions of

*' policy and marriage ? I have yet much employment for your
" diligence and fidelity. In the fpring you ihall engage one of my
"' brothers to folicit the fuccour of the Weftern power» ; from the

" Morea you ihall fail to Cyprus on a particular commiilion ; and

" from thence proceed to Georgia to receive and condudl the future

" emprefs." " Your commands," replied Phranza, " are irrefift-

" ible ; but deign, great fir," he added, with a ferious fmile, " to

" confider, that if I am thus perpetually abfent from my family,

" my wife may be tempted either to feek another huiband, or to '

" throw herfelf into a monaftery." After laughing at his appre-

henfions, the emperor more gravely confoled him by the pleafing

aiTurance, that this ihould be his laft feryice abroad, and that he

deftined for his fon, a wealthy and noble heirefs ; for himfelf,

the important oifice of great logothete, or principal minifter of ftate.

The marriage was immediately ftipulated ; but the office, however

incompatible with his own, had been ufurped by the ambition of

the admiral. Some delay was requifite to negociate a confent and

an equivalent ; and the nomination of Phranza was half declared,

and half fupprefled, left it might be difpleafing to an infolent and

powerful favourite. The winter was fpent in the preparations of his

embafly ; and Phranza had refolved, that the youth his fon ihould

embrace this opportunity of foreign travel, and be left, on the

appearance of danger, with his maternal kindred of the Morea.

Such were the private and public defigns, which were interrupted

by a Turkiih war, and finally buried in the ruins of the empire.



4:64
THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP. LXVin.

Reign and CharaSfer of Mahomet the Second.—Siege^

Affault^ and final Conquefl, of Conflantinople by the

'J'urks.—Death of Conflantine Palaologus.—Servitude

of the Greeks.—ExtinSlion of the Roman Empire in

the .—Confier7iation of Europe.—Conquefis and

Death of Mahomet the Second.

CHAP. ' f^HE fiege of Conftant'inople by the Turks attrafts our firft at-

•^^^^^^
, X tention to the perfon and charadter of the great deftroyer.

CharaAer of ^ahomet the fecond ' was the fon of the fecond Amurath ; and
Mahomet II.

1 • 1 . • 1 r
though his mother has been decorated with the titles of Chriftian and

princefs, ihe is more probably confounded with the numerous con-

cubines who peopled from every climate the haram of the fultan.

His firft education and fentiments were thofe of a devout Muful-

man ; and as often as he converfed with an infidel, he purified his

hands and face by the legal rites of ablution. Age and empire ap-

pear to have relaxed this narrow bigotry : his afpiring genius dif-

dained to acknowledge a power above his own ; and in his loofer

hours he prefumed (it is faid) to brand the prophet of Mecca as a

robber and impoftor. Yet the fultan perfevered in a decent reve-

rence for the dodrine and difcipline of the Koran *
: his private

indifcre-

' For the charaaer of Mahomet II. it 1451, N°ii.), and the continuator of Fleury

is dangerous to truft either the Turks (torn. xxii. p. 552.), the Elogia of Paulus

or the Chriftians. The moll moderate pic- Joviu» (1. iii. p. 164—166.), and the Dic-

ture appears to be drawn by Phranza (1. i. tionaire de Bayle (torn. iii. p. 272— 2-9.).

c. 33.), whofe refentment had cooled in age * Cantemir (p. 115.), and the mofchs

andfolitude; fee likewife Spondanus (A.D. which he founded, attelt his public regard
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indlfcretlon muft have been facred from the vulc;ar ear; and we fliould CHAP,
LXVIII

fufped the creduHty of ftrangers and fedtaries, fo prone to beHeve that s-^—v—-f
a mind which is hardened againft truth, muft be armed with fuperior

contempt for abfurdity and error. Under the tuition of the moft

ikilful mafters, Mahomet advanced with an early and rapid progrefs

in the paths of knowledge ; and befides his native tongue, it is af-

firmed that he fpoke or underftood five languages ', the Arabic, the

Perfian, the Chaldsean or Hebrew, the Latin, and the Greek. The
Perfian might indeed contribute to his amufement, and the Arabic

to his edification ; and fuch iludies are familiar to the Oriental youth.

In the intercourfe of the Greeks and Turks, a conqueror might wilh

to converfe with the people over whom he was ambitious to reign

:

his own praifes in Latin poetry* or profe' might find a paflage to '

the royal ear ; but what ufe or merit could recommend to the ftatef-

man or the fcholar the uncouth dialed of his Hebrew flaves ?

The hiftory and geography of the world were familiar to his me-

mory : the lives of the heroes of the Eaft, perhaps of the AVeft *,

excited his emulation : his ikill in aftrology is excufed by the folly

of the times, and fuppofes fome rudiments of mathematical fcience

;

and a profane tafte for the arts is betrayed in his liberal invitation

for religion. Mahomet freely difputed with moires de I'Academie des Infcriptions, torn. x.

the patriarch Gennadius on the two religions p. 718. 724, &c.)•

(Spond. A.D. 1453, N°22.). s Robert Valturio publifhed at Verona, in
' Quinque linguas praster fuam noverat ; 14S3, his xii books de Re Militari, in ?

Graecam, Latinam, Chaldaicam, Perficam. which he firft mentions the ufe of bombs. By
The Latin trarflator of Phranza has dropt the his patron Sigifmond Malatefta, prince of
Arabic, which the Koran muft recommend Rimini, it had been addreffed with a Latin

to every Mufulman. epiftle to Mahomet II.

Philelphus, by a Latin ode, requefted * According to Phranza, he affiduoufly

and obtained the liberty of his wife's mother ftudied the lives and adions of Alexander,
and fillers from the conqueror of Conftanti- Auguftus, Conftantine, and Theodofius. I

nople. It was delivered into the fultan's have read fomewhere, that Plutarch's Lives
hands by the envoys of the duke of Milan, were tranflated by his orders into the Turkifh
Philelphus himfelf was fufpefted of a de- language. If the fultan himfelf underftood

iign of retiring to Conftantlnople ; yet the Greek, it muft have been for the benefit of
orator often founded the trumpet of holy war his fubjefts. Yet thefe lives are a fchool of

(fee his Life by M.Lancelot, in the Me- freedom as well as of valour.

Vol. VI. 3 and



46 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, and reward of the painters of Italy '. But the influence of religion

\- —,-. ^1 and learning were employed without eiFeft on his favage and licen-

tious nature. I will not tranfcribe, nor do I firmly believe, the

ftories of his fourteen pages, whole bellies were ripped open in

fearch of a ftolen melon ; or of the beauteous flave, whofe head he

fevered from her body, to convince the Janizaries that their mailer

was not the votary of love. His fobriety is attefted by the filence

of the Turkiih annals, which accufe three, and three only, of the

Ottoman line of the vice of drunkennefs ^ But it cannot be denied

that his paiTions were at once furious and inexorable ; that in the

palace, as in the field, a torrent of blood was fpilt on the flighteft

provocation ; and that the nobleft: of the captive youth were often

diihonoured by his unnatural luft. In the Albanian war, he fiudied

the leiTons, and foon furpaifed the example, of his father ; and the

conqueft of two empires, twelve kingdoms, and two hundred cities,

a vain and flattering account, is afcribed to his invincible fword.

He was doubtlefs a foldier, and poihbly a general ; Conftantinople

has fealed his glory ; but if we compare the means, the obftacles,

and the atchievements, Mahomet the fecond muft blufli to fuftain a

parallel with Alexander or Timour. Under his command, the Otto-

man forces were always more numerous than their enemies ; yet their

progrefs was bounded by the Euphrates and the Adriatic ; and his

arms were checked by Huniades and Scanderbeg, by the Rhodian

knights and by the Perfian king.

His reign. In the reign of Amurath, he twice taflied of royalty, and twice

Feb^uaryo— ^cfcended from the throne : his tender age was incapable of op-

tul^z
'^^'' pofing his father's reflioration, but never could he forgive the vizirs

" The famous Gentile Bellino, whom he ' Thefe Imperial drunkards were Soli-

had invited from Venice, was difmifled with man I. Selim II. and Amurath IV. (Cante-

a chain and collar of gold, and a purfe of mir, p. 6i.). The fophis of Periia can pro-

3G00 duttits. With Voltaire, I laugh at the duce a more regular fucceflion ; and in the

foolifli ftoryof a flave purpofely beheaded, to laft age, our European travellers were the

inftrudl the painter in the ailion of the witneffes and companions of their revels,

mufeles.

who
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who had recommended that falutary meafure. His nuptials were

celebrated with the daughter of a Turkman emir ; and, after a

feftival of two months, he departed from Adrianople with his bride,

to refide in the government of Magncfia. Before the end of fix

weeks, he was recalled by a fudden meffage from the divan, which

announced the deceafe of Amurath, and the mutinous fpirit of the

Janizaries. His fpeed and vigour commanded their obedience : he

paiTed the Hcllefpont with a chofen guard ; and at the diftance of

a mile from Adrianople, the vizirs and emirs, the imams and cadhis,

the foldiers and the people, fell proftrate before the new fultan^

They affeded to weep, they affeded to rejoice ; he afcended the

throne at the age of twenty-one years, and removed the caufe of

fcdition by the death, the inevitable death, of his infant brothers'.

The ambafladors of Europe and Afia foon appeared to congratulate

his accceffion and folicit his friendihip ; and to all he fpoke the

language of moderation and peace. The confidence of the Greek

emperor was revived by the folemn oaths and fair afllirances, with

which he fealed the ratification of the treaty : and a rich domain on

the banks of the Strymon was afllgned for the annual payment of

three hundred thoufand afpers, the penfion of an Ottoman prince,

w^ho was detained at his requeft in the Byzantine court. Yet the

neighbours of Mahomet might tremble at the feverity with which a

youthful monarch reformed the pomp of his father's houfehold : the

expences of luxury were applied to thofe of ambition, and an ufelefs

train of feven thoufand falconers was either difmifled from his fer-

vice or enlifted in his troops. In the firft fummer of his reign, he

vifited with an army the Afiatic provinces ; but after humbling the

pride, Mahomet accepted the fubmiffion, of the Caramanian, that he

9 Ciil.ipin, one of thefe royal infants, was he ended his life; and Cufpinian, who in his

faved from his cruel brother, and baptifed youth converfed with the aged prince at

at Rome under the name of Calliftus Otho- Vienna, applauds his piety and wifdom (de

mannus. The emperor Frederic III. pre- C^efaribus, p. 672, 673 ).

fenced him with an eftate in Auftria, where

3 2 might



THE DECLINE AND FALL

might not be diverted by the fmallefi: obftacle from the execution cf

his great defign'°.

Hollileinten- The Mahometan, and more efpecially the Turkiih cafuifts, have

home"
' pronounced that no promife can bind the faithful againft the intereft

A. D. 1451. ^j^j duty of their reUgion ; and that the fultan may abrogate his

own treaties and thofe of his predeceflbrs. The juftice and magna-

nimity of Amurath had fcorned this immoral privilege ; but his fon,

though the proudeft of men, could ftoop from ambition to the

bafeft arts of diiTunulation and deceit. Peace was on his lips, while

war was in his heart : he inceflantly fighed for the poiTeillon of Con-

ftantinople; and the Greeks, by their own indlfcretion, afforded the

firft pretence of the fatal rupture". Inftead of labouring to be for-

gotten, their ambaffadors purfued his camp, to demand the payment,

and even the encreafe, of their annual ftipend : the divan was im-

portuned by their complaints, and the vizir, a fecret friend of the

Chriftians, was conftrained to deliver the fenfe of his brethren. " Ye
" fooliih and miferable Romans," fiiid Calil, " we know your de-

" vices, and ye are ignorant of your own danger ! the fcrupulous

" Amurath is no more ; his throne is occupied by a young con-

" queror, whom no laws can bind and no obftacles can refift : and

** if you efcape from his hands, give praife to the divine clemency,

'° See the acceflion of Mahomet II. in Turco expugnatas. Norimberghas, 1544, in

Ducas (c. 33. ), Phranza (I. i. c. 33. 1. iii. 4'°, zo leaves). Tlie laft of thefe narratives

c. 2.), Chalcocondyles (1. vii. p. 199.), and is the earlieil in date, fince it was compofed

Cantemir (p. 96.). in the ifle of Chios, the "• of Auguft 1453,
" Before I enter on the iiege of Conftanti- only feventy-nine days after the lofs of the

nople I ihall obferve, that except the fhort city, and in the firlt confufion of ideas and

hints of Cantemir and Leunclavius, I have paflions. Some hints may be added from aa

not been able to obtain any Turkiih account epiftle of cardinal Ifidore (in Farragine Re-

ef this conqueil: fuch an account as we pof- rum Turcicarum, ad calcem Chalcocondyl.

fefs of the fiege of Rhodes by Soliman II. Clauferi, Bafil, 1556) to pope Nicholas V.

(Memoires de I'Academie des Infcriptions, and a trail of Theodofius Zygomala, which

torn. xxvi. p. 723—769.). I muft there- he addreifed in the year 1581 to Martin Cru-

fore depend on the Greeks, whofe pre- fius (Turco-Grsecia, 1. i. p. 74—98. Bafil,

judices, in fome degree, are fubdued by their 1584). The various fails and materials

diilrefs. Our ftandard texts are thofe of are briefly, though critically, reviewed by

Ducas (c. 34—42.), Phranza (1. iii. c. 7

—

Spondanus ^A. D. 1453, N° i — 27.). The

20.), Chalcocondyles (1. viii. p. 201—214. )» hearfay relations of Monftrelet and the dif-

aad Leonardus Chienfis (Hiiloria C. P. a tant Latins, I Ihall take leave to difregard.

" which
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*' which yet delays the chaftifement of your ilas. Wliy do yc feek

" to affright us by vain and indiredt menaces ? Releaie the fugitive

" Orchan, crown him fultan of Romania ; call the Hungarians from

" beyond the Danube ; arm againft us the nations of the Weft

:

" and be affured, that you will only provoke and precipitate your

" ruin." But, if the fears of the ambaifadors were alarmed by the

ftern language of the vizir, they were foothed by the courteous

audience and friendly fpceches of the Ottoman prince ; and Maho-

met affured them that on his return to Adrianople he wou'd redrefs

the grievances, and confult the true intereft, of the Greeks. No

fooner had he repaffed the Hellefpont than he iffued a mandate to

fupprefs their penfion, and to expel their officers from the banks of

the Strymon : in this meafure he betrayed an hoftile mind ; and the

fecond order announced, and in fome degree commenced, the fiege

of Conftantinople. In the narrow pafs of the Bofphorus, an Afiatic

fortrefs had formerly been ralfed by his grandfather : in the oppofite

fituation, on the European fide, he refolved to eredl a more for-

midable caftle ; and a thoufand mafons were commanded to affemble

in the fpring on a fpot named Afomaton, about five miles from the

Greek metropolis ". Perfuafion is the refource of the feeble ; and

the feeble can feldom perfuade : the ambaffadors of the emperor at-

tempted, without fuccefs, to divert Mahomet from the execution of

his defign. They reprefented, that his grandfather had folicited the

permiffion of Manuel to build a caftle on his own territories ; but

that this double fortification, which would command the ftreight,

could only tend to violate the alliance of the nations ; to intercept

the Latins who traded in the Black Sea, and perhaps to annihilate the

fubfiftence of the city. " I form no enterprife," replied the perfidious

'^ The fituation of the fortrefs and the torn. ii. lettre xv. p. 443, 444.); but I muft

topography of the Bofphorus, are beft learn- regret the map or plan which Tournefort

ed from Peter Gyllius (de Bofphoro Thracio, fent to the French minifter of the marine. The
l.ii. c. 13), Leunclavius (Pandeft. p. 445.), reader may turn back to vol. ii. ch. 17. of

and Tournefort (Voyage dans le Levant, this liillory.

7 Xultan,
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CHAP, fultan, " agalnft the city ; but the empire of Conftiintinople is mea-

V -,- L- " fured by her walls. Have you forgot the diftrefs to which my
" father was reduced, when you formed a league with the Hun-
" garians ; when they invaded our country by land, and the

" Hellefpont v/as occupied by the French gallics ? Amurath was

" compelled to force the paflage of the Bofphorus ; and your

" ftrength was not equal to your malevolence. I was then a child

" at Adrianople ; the Mofiems trembled ; and for a while the Ga^

^' hours '^ infulted our difgrace. But when my father had triumphed

" in the field of Warna, he vowed to eredt a fort on the weftern

" ihore, and that vow it is my duty to accom.pliih. Have ye

" the right, have yet he power, to control my a<5lions on my own
*' ground ? For that ground is my own : as far as the iliores of the

" Bofphorus, Afia is inhabited by the Turks, and Europe is deferted

- " by the Romans. Return, and inform your king that the prefect

" Ottoman is far different from his predeceflbrs ; that his refolutions

*' furpafs their wifhes ; and that he performs more than they could

*' refolve. Return in fafety—but the next who delivers a fimilar

" meifage may exped to be flayed alive." After this declaration,

Conftantine, the firft of the Greeks in fpirit as in rank '*, had deter-

mined to unflieathe the fword, and to refift the approach and efta-

blifliment of the Turks on the Bofphorus. He was difarmed by

the advice of his civil and ecclefiaftical minifters, who recommended

a lyftem lefs generous, and even lefs prudent, than his own, to ap-

prove their patience and long-fuiFering, to brand the Ottoman with

" The opprobrious name which the Turks fire to thofe of the crucifix (d'Herbelot,

bellow on the Infidels, is exprfffed Kaffcuf: by Bibliot. Orient, p. 375•)•

Ducas, and Giaour by Leunclavius and the '+ Phranza does juilice to his mafter's fenfe

moderns. The former term is derived by and courage. Calliditatem hominis non ig-

Ducange (GloiT Gra:c. tom.i. p. 530 ) from noraiii Itnperator priorarma movereconftituit,

Kagacov in vulgar Greelc, a tortoilc, as de- ;ind fligmatifes the foily of the cum facri

noting a retrograde motion from the faith.- turn profani proceres, which he had heard,

But, alas! Gabour is no more than Gheter, amentes fpe vana pafci. Ducas was not a

which was transferred from the Perfian to the privy-counfellor.

Turkifl) language, from ihe worfiiippers of

the
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the nrmie ami guilt of an aggreilOr, and to depend on chance and ^ '^ .^ P•

time for their own fafety and the deftiudion of a fort which could ' » '

not long be maintained in the neighbourhood of a great and po-

pulous city. Amidft hope and fear, the fears of the wife and the

hopes of the credulous, the Avinter rolled away ; the proper bufuiefs

of each man, and each hour, was poftponed ; and the Greeks Ihut

their eyes againfl: the impending danger, till the arrival of the fpring

and the fultan decided the aifurance of their ruin.

Of a mailer never forgives, the orders are feldom difobeyed. He builds a
fortrefs on

On the twenty-fixth of March, the appointed fpot of Afomaton was the Bofpho-

covered with an a<5tive fwarm of Turkiih artificers; and the mate- A.b. 1452,

rials by fea and land, were diligently tranfported from Europe and

Afia ". The lime had been burnt in Cataphrygia ; the timber was

cut down in the woods of Heraclea and Nicomedia ; and the ftones

were dug from the Anatolian quarries. Each of the thoufand mafons

was affifted by two workmen ; and a meafure of two cubits was

marked for their daily taik. The fortrefs '* was built in a triangular

form ; each angle was flanked by a ftrong and mafly tower ; one on

the declivity of the hill, two along the fea-ihore : a thicknefs of

twenty-two feet was aifigned for the walls, thirty for the towers
;

and the whole building was covered with a folid platform of lead.

Mahomet himfelf preiTed and diredled the work with indefatigable

ardour : his three vizirs claimed the honour of finifliing their re-

fpeftive towers ; the zeal of the cadhis emulated that of the Jani-

zaries ; the meanefl: labour was ennobled by the fervice of God and

the fultan ; and the diligence of the multitude was quickened by the

eye of a defpot, whofe fmile was the hope of fortune, and whofe

frown was the mefl!enger of death. The Greek emperor beheld with

'5 In/lead of this clear and confiilent ac- valuable than the Greek hiftorians.

count, the Turkiih Annals (Cantemir, p. 97.) "^ In the dimenfions of this fortrefs, the

revived the fooliih tale of the ox's hide, and old caille of Europe, Phranza does not cx-

Dido's ftratagem in the foundation of Car- ailly agree with Chalcocondyles, whofe de-

thage. Thefe annals (unlefs we are fwayed fcription has been verified on the fpot by hi»

by an antichriftian prejudice) are far lefs editor Lcunclavius,

1 8 terror
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teiTor the irrefiftible progrefs of the work ; and vauily ftrove, by-

flattery and gifts, to affuage an implacable foe, who fought, and

fecretly fomented, the flighteft occafion of a quarrel. Such occa-

fions muft foon and inevitably be found. The ruins of ftately

churches, and even the marble columns which had been confecrated

to St. Michael the archangel, were employed without fcruple by the

profane and rapacious Moflems ; and fome Chriftians, who prefumed

to oppofe the removal, received from their hands the crown of mar-

tyrdom. Conftantine had folicited a Turkifh guard to protect the

fields and harvefts of his fubjedts : the guard was fixed ; but their

firft order v/as to allow free pailure to the mules and horfes of the

camp, and to defend their brethren if they ihould be molefted by

the natives. The retinue of an Ottoman chief had left their horfes

to pafs the night among the ripe corn : the damage was felt ; the

infult was refented ; and feveral of both nations were flain in a tu-

multuous confiift. Mahomet liitened with joy to the complaint

;

and a detachment was commanded to exterminate the guilty vil-

lage : the guilty had fled ; but forty innocent and unfufpedling

The Turkilh reapers were malTacred by the foldiers. Till this provocation, Con-

^aae- - ftantinople had been open to the vifits of commerce and curiofity

:

on the firft alarm, the gates were ihut ; but the emperor, ftill anxious

for peace, releafed on the third day his Turkiih captives "
; and ex-

preffed, in a laft mefl^age, the firm refignation of a Chriftian and a

foldier. " Since neither oaths, nor treaty, nor fubmifllon, can fe-

cure peace, purfue," faid he to Mahomet, " your impious war-

fare. My truft is in God alone : if it ihould pleafe him to mollify

your heart, I fhall rejoice in the happy change; if he delivers the

city into your hands, ITubmit without a murmur to his holy will.

But until the Judge of the earth iliall pronounce between us, it is

my duty to live and die in the defence of my people." The
fultan's anfwer was hoftile and decifive : his fortifications were com-

" Among thefe were fome pages of Ma- that they begged to lofe their heads in the

hornet Co confcious of his itiixorable rigour, city unlefs they could return before fun-fet.

pleted
;



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

pleted ; and before his departure for Adrianople, he ftationed a vi-

gilant Aga and four hundred Janizaries, to levy a tribute of the ihips

of every nation that ihould pafs within the reach of their cannon.

A Venetian veflel, refufing obedience to the new lords of the Bof-

phorus, was funk with a fingle bullet. The mafter and thirty failors

efcaped in the boat ; but they were dragged in chains to the porte .•

the chief was impaled ; his companions were beheaded ; and the

hiftorian Ducas'^ beheld, at Demotica, their bodies expofed to the

wild beafts. The fiege of Conftantinople was deferred till the

enfuing fpring ; but an Ottoman army marched into the Morea to

divert the force of the brothers of Conftantine. At this aera of ca-

lamity, one of thefe princes, the defpot Thomas, was bleiTed or af-

fli£ted with the birth of a fon ;
" the laft heir," fays the plaintive

Phranza, " of the laft fpark of the Roman empire "'."

The Greeks and the Turks palled an anxious and fleeplefs winter:

the former were kept awake by their fears, the latter by their hopes

;

both by the preparations of defence and attack ;. and the two em-

perors, who had the moft to lofe or to gain, were the moft deeply

affedled by the national fentiment. In Mahomet, that fentiment

was inflamed by the ardour of his youth and temper : he amufed his

leifure with building at Adrianople " the lofty palace of Jehan

Numa (the watch-tower of the world) j but his ferious thoughts

were irrevocably bent on the conqueft of the city of Csefar. At the

dead of night, about the fecond watch, he ftarted from his bed, and

commanded the inftant attendance of his prime vizir. The meilage,

the hour, the prince, and his own fituation, alarmed the guilty con-

fclence of Calil Bafha ; who had pofleiTed the confidence, and ad-

'^ Ducas, c. 35. Phranza (1. iii. c. 3.), was Infpired by his feelings,

vvho had failed in his veffe], commemorates " Cantemir, p. 97, 98. The fultan wrs
the Venetian pilot as a martyr. either doubtful of his conqueft, op ignorant
" Audlum eft Palsologorum genus, etim- of the fuperior merits of Conftantinople. A

peril fuccefior, parvsque Romanorum fcin- city or a kingdom may fomeumes be ruined
tills h^res natus, Andreas, &c. (Phran- by the Imperial fortune pf their fovereign.
za, 1. iii. c. 7.) The ftrong e.vpreflion

Vol. VI. 3 vifed
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CHAP, vifed the reftoration,. of Amurath. On the acceffion of the fon, the

«—

V

' vizir was confirmed in his office and the appearances of favour ; but

the veteran ftatefman was not infenfible that he trod on a thin and

ilippery ice, which might break under his footileps, and plunge hira

in the abyfs. His friendihip for the Chriftians, which might be in-

nocent under the late reign, had ftigmatifed him with the name of

Gabour Ortachi, or fofter-brother of the infidels " y and his avarice

entertained a venal and treafonable correfpondence, which was de-

te£led and puniflied after the conclufion of the war. On receiving

the royal mandate, he embraced, perhaps for the laft time, his wife

and children ; filled a cup with pieces of gold, haftened to the palace,,

adored the fultan, and offered, according to the Oriental cuftom, the

flight tribute of his duty and gratitude ''\ " It is not my wifli," faid

Mahomet, " to refume my gifts, but rather to heap and multiply

" them on thy head. In my turn I aik a prefent far more valuable

** and important ;—Conftantinople." As foon as the vizir had re-

covered from his furprife, " the fame God," faid he, " who has

" already given thee fo large a portion of the Roman empire, will

" not deny the remnant, and the capital. His providence, and thy

" power, aflure thy fuccefs ; and myfelf, with the reft of thy faithful

" flaves, will facrifice our lives and fortunes." " Lala ''^" (or pre-

ceptor), continued the fultan, " do you fee this pillow ? all the night,

" in my agitation, I have pulled it on one fide and the other j I

*' have rifen from my bed, again have I lain down
;
yet fleep has

" (-, by the prefident Coufin, is fuch Perfian gifts, JElhn, Hift. Var. 1. i.

Iranflated pere nourricier, moft correflly in- c. 31, 32, 33.

deed from the Latin verfion ; but in his hafte, »3 xheie/aoftheTurks(Cantemir, p. 34.),
he has overlooked the note by which Ifmael and the 7'a/a of the Greeks (Ducas, c. 35.),
Boillaud (ad Ducam, c. 35 ) acknowledges are derived from the ratural language of
and reflifies his own error. children; and it may be obferved, that all

The Oriental cuftom of never appear- fuch primitive words which denote their pa-
ing without gifts before a fovereign or a fu- rents, are the fimple repetition of one fyl-

pcrior, is of high antiquity, and feems ana- lable, compofed of a labial or dental confo-
logous with the idea of facrifice, ftill more nant and an open vowel (des Brofles, Mecha-
anciint and univerfal. See the examples of nifme des Langues, torn. i. p. 231— 247.).

" not
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^ not vlfited thefe weary eyes. Beware of the gold and filver of

*' the Romans : in arms we are fuperior ; and with the aid of God,

" and the prayers of the prophet, we ihall fpeedily become mailers

*' of Conftantinople." To found the difpofition of his foldiers, he

often wandered through the ilreets alone and in difguife : and it was

fatal to difcover the fultan, when he wiihed to efcape from the vulgar

eye. His hours were fpent in delineating the plan of the hoilile

city : in debating with his generals and engineers, on what fpot he

flipuld eredt his batteries ; on which fide he ihould aflault the walls
;

where he ihould fpring his mines ; to what place he ihould apply

his fcaling-ladders : and the exercifes of the day repeated and proved

the lucubrations of the night.

Among the implements of deftrudion, he ihidied with peculiar The great

_ . ,
cannon of

^care the recent and tremendous difcovery of the Latins ; and his ar- Mahomet,

tillery furpafled whatever had yet appeared in the Avorld. A founder

of caimon, a Dane or Hungarian, who had been almoft ftarved in

the Greek fervice, deferted to the Moflems, and was liberally enter-

tained by the Turkiih fultan. Mahomet was fatisfied with the

anfwer to his firft queftion, which he eagerly prefled on the artift.

*' Am I able to caft a cannon capable of throwing a ball or ilonc

" of fufEcient fize to batter the walls of Conftantinople ? I am not

" ignorant of their ftrength, but were they more folid than thofe of

*' Babylon, I could oppofe an engine of fuperior power : the pofi-

*• tion and management of that engine muft be left to your en-

*' gineers." On this aifurance, a foundery was eftabliihed at Adria-

nople : the metal was prepared ; and at the end of three months,

Urban produced a piece of brafs ordnance of ftupendous, and al-

moft incredible, magnitude ; a meafure of twelve palms is affigned

to the bore ; and the ftone bullet weighed above fix hundred

pounds '*. A vacant place before the new palace was cliofen for the

firft

^* The Attic talent weighed about fixty on Ancient Weights, Meafures, &c.): but

mins, or averdupois pounds (fee Hooper among the modern Greeks, that claffic ap-

3 2 pellstioo
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firft experiment ; but, to prevent the fudden and mifchlevous effe^

of ailoniflament and fear, a proclamation was iflued, that the cannon

would be difcharged the enluing day. The explofion was felt or

heard in a circuit of an hundred furlongs : the ball, by the force of

gunpowder, was driven above a mile ; and on the fpot where it fell,

it buried itfelf a fathom deep in the ground. For the conveyance of this

deilrudlive engine, a frame or carriage of thirty waggons was linked

together and drawn along by a team of fixty oxen : two hundred

men on both fides were ftationed topoife and fupport the rolling weight

;

two hundred and fifty workmen marched before to fmooth the way

and repair the bridges ; and near two months were employed in a

laborious journey of one hundred and fifty miles. A lively philo-

fopher""' derides on this occafion the credulity of the Greeks, and

obferves, with much reafon, that we ihould always diftruft the ex-

aggerations of a vanquiilied people. He calculates, that a ball, even

of two hundred pounds, would require a charge of one hundred and

fifty pounds of powder; and that the ftroke would be feeble and

impotent, fince not a fifteenth part of the mafs could be inflamed at

the fame moment. A ftranger as I am to the art of deftrudionj I

can difcern that the modern improvements of artillery prefer the

number of pieces to the weight of metal j the quicknefs of the fire

to the found, or even the confequence, of a fingle explofion. Yet.

I dare not rejeit the pofitive and unanimous evidence of contem-

porary writers ; nor can it feem improbable, that the firft artifts, in.

their rude and ambitious efforts, ihould have tranfgreiTcd the ftand-

ard of moderation. A Turkiih cannon, more enormous than that

of Mahomet, ftill guard* the entrance of the Dardanelles ; and if-

the ufe be inconvenient, it has been found on a late trial that the.

pellation was extended to a weight of one *' See Voltaire (Hift. Generale, c. xcu
hundred, or one hundred and twenty-five p. 294, 29;.), He was ambitious of univer-

pounds (Ducange, ?). Leonardus fal monarchy; and the poet frequently afpires

Chienfis meafured the ball or ftone of the to the name and ilyle of an allronomer, a

faond cannon : Lapidem, qui paJmis unde- chymiil, iiz,

dm ex meis ambibat in gyro.

r effea
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eiFe(£t was far from contemptible. A ftone bullet of eleven hun-

dred pounds weight was once difcharged with three hundred and

thirty pounds of powder ; at the diftance of fix hundred yards it

ihivered into three rocky fragments, traverfed the ftreight, and,

leaving the waters in a foam, again rofe and bounded againft the

oppofite hill
'"*.

While Mahomet threatened the capital of the Eaft, the Greek

emperor implored with fervent prayers the affiilance of earth and

heaven. But the invlfible powers were deaf to his fupplications
;

and Chriftendom beheld with indifference the fall of Conftantinople,

while ihe derived at leaft fome promife of fupply from the jealous

and temporal policy of the fultan of Egypt. Some ftates were too

weak, and others too remote ; by fome the danger was confidered

as imaginary, by others as inevitable : the Weftern princes were in-

volved in their endlefs and domeftic quarrels ; and the Roman'

pontiif was exafperated by the falfehood or obftinacy of the Greeks.

Inftead of employing in their favour the arms and treafures of Italy,•

Nicholas the fifth had foretold their approaching ruin ; and his

honour was engaged in the accompUihment of his prophecy. Per-

haps he was foftened by the laft extremity of their diftrefs ; but his

compaffion was tardy ; his eiforts were faint and unavailing ; and'

Conftantinople had fallen, before the fquadrons of Genoa and Ve-

nice could fail from their harbours ^'. Even the princes of the.

Morea and of the Greek iflands affeded a cold neutrahty : the Ge-

noefe colony of Galata riegociated a private treaty ; and the fultan-

indulged them in the delufive hope, that by his clemency they might,

furvive the ruin of the empire. A plebeian crowd, and fome Byzan-

tine nobles, bafely withdrew from the danger of their country y and-

Mahomet ,
forms the

fiege of Con-
rtantinople,

A. D. 1453»
April 6.

»* The Baron de Tott (torn. iii. p. 85—
89.). who fortified the Dardanelles againft

the Ruffians, defcribes in a lively, and even

comic, ftrain his own prowefs, and the con-

fternation of the Turks. But that adven-

turous traveller does not pofiefs the art of

gaining our confideace.

^' Non D.udivit, indignum ducens, fays the-

honeft Antoninus; but as the Roman court

was afterwards grieved and afharaed, we

find the more courtly expreffion of Platina, in-

animo fuifle pontifici juvare Gra:cos, and the

pofitive alTertion of ^neas Sylvius, ftruiflam

clalTem, &c. (Spend, A. D. 1453, N°3.)•

the
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^
xvur

^' ^^^ avarice of the rich denied the emperor, and referved for the

»-—

V

' Turks, the fecret treafures which might have raifed in their defence

w^hole armies of mercenaries '°. The indigent and foUtary prince

prepared however to fuftain his formidable adverfary ; but if his

courage were equal to the peril, his ftrength was inadequate to the

conteft. In the beginning of the fpring, the Turkiih vanguard

fwept the towns and villages as far as the gates of Conftantinople :

fubmiiTion was fpared and protected; whatever prefumed to refift

was exterminated with fire and fword. The Greek places on the

Black Sea, Mefembria, Acheloum, and Bizon, furrendered on the

firft fummons ; Selybria alone deferved the honours of a fiege or

blockade ; and the bold inhabitants, while they were inverted by

land, launched their boats, pillaged the oppofite coaft of Cyzicus,

and fold their captives in the public market. But on the approach

of Mahomet himfelf all was filent and proftrate : he firft halted at

the diftance of five miles ; and from thence advancing in battle

array, planted before the gate of St. Romanus the Imperial ftandard

;

and, on the fixth day of April, formed the memorable fiege of Con-

ftantinople.

Forces of tlie The troops of Afia and Europe extended on the right and left

"Turks •

'

from the Propontis to the harbour : the Janizaries in the front were

ftationed before the fultan's tent ; the Ottoman line was covered by

a deep intrenchment ; and a fubordinate army inclofed the fuburb of

Galata, and watched the doubtful faith of the Genoefe. The inqui-

fitive Philelphus, who refided in Greece about thirty years before

the fiege, is confident, that all the Turkiih forees, of any name or

value, could not exceed the number of fixty thoufand horfe and

twenty thoufand foot ; and he upbraids the pufillanimity of the

nations, who had tamely yielded to an handful of Barbarians.

"' Antonin. in Proem.—Epift. Cardinal. Ifi- The groaning Greeks dig up the golden' caverns,

dor. apud Spondanum ; and Dr. Johnfon, in
'^^' accumulated wealth of hoarding ages;

fUa t.ina^., „f „_„ L 1. •! / J >i
• That wealth which, granted to their weeping princ»the tragedy of Irene, has happily feized this ,, , ,, , , , .

i^ = ^^ '
^»

, „ .
'. . _ rr ^ Had rang d embattled nations at their gates.

charaftsriftic circumftance

;

Such
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Such indeed might be the regular eftabUihment of the Cap'icuU *°,

the troops of the Porte, who marched with the prince, and were

paid from his royal treafury. But the baihaws, in their refpedive

governments, maintained or levied a provincial militia ; many lands

were held by a military tenure ; many volunteers were attraded by

the hope of fpoil j and the found of the holy trumpet invited a

fwarm of hungry and fearlefs fanatics, who might contribute at leaft

to multiply the terrors, and in a firil attack to blunt the fwords, of

the Chriftians. The whole mafs of the Turkiih powers is magni-

fied by Ducas, Chalcocondyles, and Leonard of Chios, to the amount

of three or four hundred thoufand men j but Phranza was a lefs re-

mote and more accurate judge ; and his precife definition of two

hundred and fifty-eight thoufand does not exceed the meafure of

experience and probability ^°. The navy of the befiegers was lefs

formidable : the Propontis was overfpread with three hunda'ed and

twenty fail ; but of thefe no more than eighteen could be rated as

gallies of war ; and the far greater part muft be degraded to the con-

dition of ftorefhips and tranfports, which poured into the camp frefh

fupplies of men, ammunition, and provifions. In her lafl decay, of the

Conftantinople was ftill peopled with more than an hundred thou-

fand inhabitants ; but thefe numbers are found in the accounts, not

of war, but of captivity ; and they moftly confided of mechanics,

of priefts, of women, and of men devoid of that fpirit which even

women have fometimes exerted for the common fafety. I can fup-

pofe, I could almoft excufe, the reluilance of fubjedls to ferve on a

diftant frontier, at the will of a tyrant ; but the man who dares not

expofe his life in the defence of his children and his property has

'» The palatine troops are ilyled CapicuU, proved by Cufpinian in the year 8 (de*

the provincials, Seratculi : and moft of the Cifaribus, in Epilog, de Militia Turcica,

names and inftitutions of the Turkifh militia p. 697.). Marligli proves, that the efFedtire

exiiled before the Cancn Nameh of Solimanll. armies of the Turks are much lefs numerou-

from which, and his own experience, count than they appear. In the army that beficged

Marfigli has compofed his military Hate of Conftantinople, Leonardus Chienfis reckons

the Ottoman empire. no more than 15,000 Janizaries.
^° The obfervatioB of Philelphus is ap-

9 loft

Greeks,
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CHAP, joft In foclety the firft and moil adive energies of nature. By

V—

w

' the emperor's command, a particular enquiry had been made through

the ftreets and houfes, how many of the citizens, or even of the

monks, were able and willing to bear arms for their country. The

lifts were entrufted to Phranza "
; and, after a diligent addition, he

informed his mafter, with grief and furprife, that the national de-

fence was reduced to four thoufand nine hundred and feventy Ro-

mans. Between Conftantine and his faithful minifter, this comfort-

lefs fecret was preferred ; and a fufficient proportion of fliields, crofs-

bows, and muikets, was diftributed from the arfenal to the city

bands. They derived fome acceflion from a body of two thoufand

ftrangers, under the command of John Juftiniani, a noble Genoefe

;

a liberal donative was advanced to thefe auxiliaries ; and a princely

recompenfe, the iile of Lemnos, was promifed to the valour and

vi£lory of their chief. A ftrong chain was drawn acrofs the mouth

of the harbour : it was fupported by fome Greek and Italian veiTels

of war and merchandife ; and the ihips of every Ch,riftian nation,

that fucceffively arrived from Candia and the Black Sea, were de-

tained for the public fervice. Againft the powers of the Ottoman

empire, a city of the extent of thirteen, perhaps of fixteen, miles was

defended by a fcanty garrifon of feven or eight thoufand foldiers.

Europe and Afia were open to the befiegers ; but the ftrength and

provifions of the Greeks muft fuftain a daily decreafe ; nor could

they indulge the expedation of any foreign fuccour or fupply.

Palfe union The primitive Romans would have drawn their fvvords in the re-

churches, folution of death or conqueft. The primitive Chriftians might have

Dec* i'*^^'
^"''^r^'^ed each other, and awaited in patience and charity the ftroke

of martyrdom. But the Greeks of Conftantinople were animated

only by the fpirit of religion, and that fpirit was productive only of

^' Ego, eidem (Imp.) tabellas extribui national prejudices, we cannot defire a more
non abfque dolore at moeftida, raanfitque authentic witnefs, not only of public fafts,

apud nos duos aliis occultus numerus (Phran- but of private counfels.

7a, 1. iii. c. 8). With fome indulgence for

animofity
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animofity and difcord. Before his death, the emperor John Palaiologus CHAP,
had renounced the unpopular meafure of an union with the Latins ; v_ -, _ _^

nor was the idea revived, till the diftrefs of his brother Conftantine im-

pofed a laft trial of flattery and diflimulation '\ With the demand of

temporal aid, his ambaifadors were inftruded to mingle the alTurancc

of fpiritual obedience : his negled of the church was excufed by the

urgent cares of the ftate ; and his orthodox wiihes folicited the pre-

fence of a Roman legate. The Vatican had been too often de-

luded
;

yet the figns of repentance could not decently be over-

looked ; a legate was more eafily granted than an army ; and about

fix months before the final deftruQion, the cardinal Ifidore of Ruifia

appeared in that charader with a retinue of priefts and foldiers.

The emperor faluted him as a friend and father ; refpedfully lifte«ied

to his public and private fermons ; and with the moil obfequious of

the clergy and laymen fubfcribed the adt of union, as it had been

ratified in the council of Florence. On the twelfth of December,

the two nations, in the church of St. Sophia, joined in the commu-

nion of facrifice and prayer ; and the names of the two pontiffs v/ere

folemnly commemorated ; the names of Nicholas the fifth, the vicar

of Chrift, and of the patriarch Gregory who had been driven into

exile by a rebellious people.

But the drefs and language of the Latin prieft who officiated at the Obftinacy

altar, were an obje£t of fcandal ; and it was obferved with horror, cifm of the

that he confecrated a cake or wafer of unleavened bread, and poured

cold water into the cup of the facrament. A national hiilorian ac-

knowledges with a bluih, that none of his countrymen, not the

emperor himfelf, were fincere in this occafional conformity". Their \

hafty and unconditional fubmlffion v.'as palliated by a promife of

'* In Spondanus, the narrative of the '•' Phranza, one of the conforming Greeks,

union is not only partial, but iraptrfeft. The acknowledges that the meafure was adopted

bilhopof Pamiersdiedin i642,and thehillory only propter fpem auxilii; he affirms witFi

of Ducas, which reprefents thefe fcenes pleafure, that thofe who refufed to perform

(c. 36, 37.) with fuch truth and fpirit, was their devotions in St. Sophia, extra culpain

not printed till the year 1649. ^' '" pace e/Tcnt (1. iii. c 20.)•

Vol. VI. 3 Q^ future
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future revifal ; but the beft, or the worft, of then• excufes was the

confeffion of their own perjury. When they were preiTed by the

reproaches of their honeft brethren, " Have patience," they whif-

pered, " have patience till God ihall have delivered the city from

" the great dragon who feeks to devour us. You ihall then per-

" ceive whether we are truly reconciled with the Azymites." But

patience is not the attribute of zeal ; nor can the arts of a court be

adapted to the freedom and violence of popular enthufiafm. From

the dome of St. Sophia, the inhabitants of either fex, and of every

degree, ruihed in crowds to the cell of the monk Gennadius'*, to

confult the oracle of the church. The holy man was invifible ; en-

tranced, as it ihould feem, in deep meditation, or divine rapture

:

but he had expofed on the door of his cell, a fpeaking tablet ; and

they fucceffively withdrew after reading thefe tremendous words:

" miferable Romans, why will ye abandon the truth ; and why,

" inftead of confiding in God, will ye put your truft in the Italians?

" In lofmg your faith, you will lofe your city. Have mercy on

" me, Lord ! I proteft in thy prefence, that I am innocent of the

" crime. miferable Romans, confider, paufe, and repent. At

" the fame moment that you renounce the religion of your fathers,

" by embracing impiety, you fubmit to a foreign fervitude." Ac-

cording to the advice of Gennadius, the religious virgins, as pure as

angels and as proud as daemons, rejedled the adl of union, and ab-

jured all communion with the prefent and future aflbciates of the

Latins ; and their example was applauded and imitated by the

greateft part of the clergy and people. From the nionaftery, the

devout Greeks difperfed themfelves in the taverns ; drank confufion

to the ilaves of the pope ; emptied their glafles in honour of the

^* His primitive and fecular name was (Diatrlb. de Gforgits, in Fabric.Bibliot.Grxc.

George Scholarius, which he clianged for that torn. x. p. 760— 786.) to divide him into

of Gennadius, either when he became a monk two men; but Renaudot (p• 343— 383•) has

or a patriarch. His defence, at Florence, of reftored the identity of his perfon and the

the fame union which he fo furioufly attacked duplicity of his charafter.

at ConftaTitinople, has tempted L&o Allatius

image
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Image of the holy Virgin ; and befought her to defend agalnft Ma-
homet, the thy which fhe had formerly faved from Chofroes and

the Chagan. In the double intoxication of zeal and wine, they va-

liantly exclaimed, " What occafion have we for fuccour, or union,

" or Latins? far from us be the worfhip of the Azymites !" During

the winter that preceded the Turkifli conquefl:, the nation was dif-

tradted by this epidemical frenzy ; and the feafon of Lent, the ap-

proach of Eafter, inftead of breathing charity and love, ferved only

to fortify the obftinacy and influence of the zealots. The confeiTors

fcrutinifed and alarmed the confcience of their votaries, and a risor-

ous penance was impofed on thofe, who had received the com-

munion from a prieft, who had given an exprefs or tacit confent to

the union. His fervice at the altar propagated the infedlion to the

mute and fimple fpedlators of the ceremony : they forfeited, by the

impure fpedtacle, the virtue of the facerdotal charader ; nor was it

lawful, even in danger of fudden death, to invoke the afllftance of

their prayers or abfolution. No fooner had the church of St. Sophia

been polluted by the Latin facrifice, than it was deferted as a Jewiih

fynagogue, or an heathen temple, by the clergy and people : and a

vaft and gloomy filence prevailed in that venerable dome, v/hich

had fo often fmoked with a cloud of incenfe, blazed with innume-

rable lights, and refounded with the voice of prayer and thankfgiving.

The Latins were the moft odious of heretics and infidels ; and the

firft miniiler of the empire, the great duke, was heard to declare,

that he had rather behold in Conftantinople the turban of Mahomet,

than the pope's tiara or a cardinal's hat''. A fentiment fo unworthy

of Chriftians and patriots, was familiar and fatal to the Greeks : the

emperor was deprived of the afFedion and fupport of his fubjcds

;

and their native cowardice was fandified by refignation to the divine

decree, or the vifionary hope of a miraculous deliverance.

" :, ?5«, may be fairly tranf- the Greek and Latin habits embittered the

lated a cardinal's hat. The difFerence of fchifnj.

3 0.2 Of



484 THE DECLINE AND EALL

CHAP. Of the triangle which conipofes the figure of Conftantinople, the
LXVIII. ^

^ , . ,r, 1

\^^ ,—^ two fides along the fea were made nracceliible to an ^nemy ; the

Conftantino- Propontis by nature, and the harbour by art. Between the two'

homef 11/" waters, the bafis of the triangle, the land fide was proteded by a

A—"' «io^ble wall, and a deep ditch of the depth of one hundred feet.

May 29. Againft this line of fortification, which Phranza, an eye-witnefs,

prolongs to the meafure of fix miles ^*, the Ottomans directed their

principal attack ; and the emperor, after diilributing the fervice and

command of the moft perilous ftations, undertook the defence of

the external wall. In the firft days of the fiege, the Greek foldiers

defcended into the ditch, or fallied into the field ; but they foon dif-

covered, that, in the proportion of their numbers, one Chriftian

was of more value than twenty Turks : and, after thefe bold pre-

ludes, they were prudently content to maintain the rampart with

their miiTile weapons. Nor ihould this prudence be accufed of pu-

fillanimity. The nation was indeed pufiUanimous and bafe ; but the

lafl; Conftantine deferves the name of an hero : his noble band of

volunteers was infpired with Roman virtue ; and the foreign auxi-

Haries fupported the honour of the Weftern chivalry. The inceffant

vollies of lances and arrows were accompanied with the fmoke, the

found, and the fire, of their muiketry and cannon. Their fmall

arms difcharged at the fame time either five, or even ten, balls of

lead, of the fize of a walnut ; and, according to the clofenefs of

the ranks and the force of the powder, feveral breafl:-plates and

bodies were tranfpierced by the fame fhot. But the Turkiih ap-

proaches were foon funk in trenches, or covered with ruins. Each

day added to the fcience of the Chriftians ; but their inadequate ftock

of gunpowder was wafted in the operations of each day. Their

ordnance was not powerful, either in fize or number ; and if they

3* We are obliged to reduce the Greek miles of Phranza do not exceed four EngliHi

miles to the fmalleft meafure which is pre- miles (d'Anville, Mefures Itineraires, p. 61.

ferved in the werfts of Ruflia, of 547 French 123, &c. ).

tci/ei, and of 104J to a degree. The fix

4 poiTefled
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poflefled fome heavy cannon, they feared to plant them on the walls. C p.

LXVUI
left the aged ftrufture ihould be ihaken and overthrown by the ex- ,- %
plofion". The fame deftrudive fecret had been revealed to the

Moflems ; by whom it was employed with the fuperior ener"-y of

zeal, riches, and defpotifm. The great cannon of Mahomet has been

feparately noticed ; an important and vifible objedt iu the hiftcry of

the times : but that enormous engine was flanked by two fellows

almoil: of equal magnitude "
: the long order of the Turkiih artil-

lery was pointed againft the walls ; fourteen batteries thundered at

once on the moft acceflible places ; and of one of thefe it is ambi-

guoufly expreifed, • that it was mounted with one hundred and thirty

guns, or that it difcharged one hundred and thirty bullets. Yet, in

the power and a<ilivity of the fultan, we may difcern the infancy of

the new fcience. Under a mafter who counted the moments, the

great cannon could be loaded and fired no more than feven times in

one day ". The heated metal unfortunately burft ; feveral work-

men were deftroyed ; and the ikill of an artift was admired who
bethought himfelf of preventing the danger and the accident, by

pouring oil, after each explofion, into the mouth of the cannon.

The firft random fhots were produdive of more found than eiFeil; Attack and

and it was by the advice of a Chriftian, that the engineers were

taught to level their aim againft the two oppofite fides of the falient

angles of a baftion. However imperfedt, the weight and repetition

of the fire made fome impreifion on the walls ; and the Turks

" At indies doiliores noilri fafti paravere zn, the great cannon burft; an accident

contra holies machinamenta, qux tamen which, according to Ducas, was prevented

avare dabantur. Pulvis erat nitri modica by the artift's ikill. It is cvideat that they

exigua ; tela modica; bombard.c, ade- do not fpeak of the fame gun.

rant incommoditate loci primum hoftes of- ^s ^^^ an hundred years after the fiege of
fendere maceriebus alveifque tedos non po- Conftanlinopie, the French and Englifh
terant. Nam fiqua magnaeerant, no murus fleets in the Chamiel were proud of firing

concuteretur nofter, quiefcebant. This paf- 300 /hot in an engagement of two hours

fage of Leonardus Chienfis is curious and im- (Memoires de Martin du Beilay, 1.x. in

portant. the Colledlion Generale, torn. xxi. p. 239•).
^' .according to Chalcocondyles and Phran-

puftiing
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^Lxvm
^' P"^^^"S '^^^*^'" approaches to the edge of the ditch, attempted to fill

*—>- -J the enormous chafm, and to build a road to the aflault ^°. Innume-

rable fafcines, and hogiheads, and trunks of trees, were heaped on

each other ; and fuch was the impetuofity of the throng, that the

foremoft and the weakeft were puihed headlong down the precipice,

and iaftantly buried under the accumulated mafs. To fill the ditch,

was the toil of the befiegers ; to clear away the rubbiih, was the

fafety of the befieged ; and, after a long and bloody conflift, the

web that had been woven in the day was ftill unravelled in the

night. The next refource of Mahomet was the pradice of mines
j

but the foil was rocky ; in every attempt he was flopped and under-

mined by the Chriftian engineers ; nor had the art been yet invented

of replenifliing thofe fubterraneous paiTages with gunpowder, and

blowing whole towers and cities into the air *'. A circumftance that

diftinguifhes the fiege of Conftantinople, is the re-union of the an-

cient and modern artillery. The cannon were intermingled with the

mechanical engines for calling ftones and dai-ts ; the bullet and the

battering-ram were diredled againil the fame walls ; nor had the dif•

covery of gunpowder fuperfeded the ufe of the liquid and unex-

tinguifhable fire. A wooden turret of the largell fize was advanced

on rollers : this portable magazine of ammunition and fafcines was

proteded by a threefold covering of bulls hides j inceffant vollies

were fecurely difcharged from the loop-holes ; in the front, three

doors were contrived for the alternate fally and retreat of the fol-

diers and workmen. They afcended by a ftair-cafe to the upper

*° I have felefted fome curious fafts, with- powder appears in 1480, in a MS. of George
out ftriving to emulate the bloody and obfli- of Sienna (Tirabofchi, torn. vi. P. i. p. 324.).

nare eloquence of the abbe de Vertot, in his They were firft pradlifed at Sarzanella, in

prolix defcriptions of the fiegcs of Rhodes, 1487; but the honour and improvement in

Malta, &c. But that agreeable hiftorian had 1503 is afcribed to Peter of Navarre, who
a turn for romance, and as he wrote to pleafe ufed them with fuccefs in the wars of Italy

the order, he has adopted the fame fpirit of (Hill, de la Ligue de Cambray, torn, ii. p. 93
enthuiiafm and chivalry. —91')'

*' The firil theory of mines with gun-

1 platform \
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platform ; and, as high as the level of that platform, a fcaling-

lacklcr could be raifed by pullies to form a bridge and grapple with

the adverfe rampart. By thefe various arts of annoyance, fome as

new as they were pernicious to the Greeks, the tower of St. Ro-

manus was at length overturned : after a fevere ftruggle, the Turks

were repuUed from the breach and interrupted by darknefs; but they

trufted, that with the return of light they ihould renew the attack

with freih vigour and decifive fuccefs. Of this paufe of action, this

interval of hope, each moment was improved by the adlivity of the

emperor and Juftiniani, who palled the night on the fpot, and urged

the labours which involved the fafety of the church and city. At

the dawn of day, the impatient fultan perceived, with aftoniihment

and grief, that his wooden turret had been reduced to aflies : the

ditch was cleared and reftored ; and the tower of St. Romanus was

again ilrong and entire. He deplored the failure of his defign ; and

uttered a profane exclamation, that the word of the thirty-feven

thoufand prophets ihould not have compelled him to believe that

fuch a work, in fo ihort a time, could have been accompliihed by

_ the infidels.

The generofity of the Chriftlan princes was cold and tardy ; but Succour and

in the firft apprehenfion of a fiege, Conftantine had negociated, in four°ihips.

the ifles of the Archipelago, the Morea, and Sicily, the moft indif-

penfable fupplies. As early as the beginning of April, five
''^

great

ihips, equipped for merchandife and war, would have iailed from

the harbour of Chios, had not the wind blown obftinately from the

north". One of thefe ihips bore the Imperial flag; the remaining

four belonged to the Genoefe ; and they were laden with wheat and

barley, with wine, oil, and vegetables, and, above all, with foldiers

*^ It is lingular that the Greeks (hould not fliips lo Frederic. confounds the emperors
agree in the numberof thefe illullrious vefleh

; of the Eaft and Weft.

the/-Ji of Ducas, the /oar of Phranza and " In bold defiance, or rather in grofs igno-
Leonardus.andthe/woofChalcocondyies.muft rance.ofianguageand geography, theprefidenc

be extended to the fmaller, or confined to Coufin detains them at Chios with a fouth, and
larger^ fizs. Voltaire, in giving or.e of thefe wafts them toConfiaiitinoplewithanorth, wind.

^% and.
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CHAP, and manners, for the fervice of the capital. After a tedious delay.
Lxvm. ' ^ -^*

\_,-,^.. .^ a gentle breeze, and, on the fecond day, a ftrong gale from the

fouth, carried them through the Hellefpont and the Propontis : but

the city was already inverted by fea and land ; and the Turkiih

fleet, at the entrance of the Bofphorus, was ftretched from iliore to

ihore, in the form of a crefcent, to intercept, or at leaft to repel,

thefe bold auxiliaries. The reader who has prefent to his mind the

geographical pidlure of Conftantlnople, will conceive and admire

the greatnefs of the fpe£lacle. The five Chriftian ihips continued

to advance with joyful ihouts, and a full prefs, both of falls and

joars, againfi: an hoftlle fleet of three hundred veflels ; and the ram-

partj the camp, the coafl:s of Europe and Afia, w^ere lined wath

innumerable fpedators, who anxloufly awaited the event of this

momentous fuccour. At the firfl: view that event could not appear

doubtful ; the fuperiorlty of the Moflems was beyond all meafure or

account j and, in a calm, their numbers and valour muft inevitably

have prevailed. But their hafl:y and imperfeft navy had been

created, not by the genius of the people, but by the of the

fultan : in the height of their profperlty, the Turks have acknow-

ledged, that if God had given them the earth, he had left the fea

to the infidels **
; and a feries of defeats, a rapid progrefs of decay,

has eftabllihed the truth of their modefl: confeifiou. Except eighteen

galUes of fome force, the reft of their fleet confifted of open boats,

rudely conftrudled and awkwardly managed, crowded with troops,

and deftitute of cannon ; and, fince courage arifes in a great mea-

fure from the confcioufnefs of ftrength, the braveil of the Janizaries

might tremble on a new element. In the Chriftian fquadron, five

ftout and lofty fliips were guided by ikilful pilots, and manned with

the veterans of Italy and Greece, long pra£blfed in the arts and perils

** The perpetual decay and weaknefs of — 242.), and Tott (Memoires, torn, iii.);

the Till kith navy, may be obfjrved in Ry- the laflof whonn is alw^s foucitous to amufe

caut (State of the Ottoman Empire, p. 372 and amaze his reader.

— S'iS.), Thevenot (Voyages, P. i. p. 229
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of the fea. Their weight was direded to fink or fcattcr the weak

obftacles that impeded their paflage : their artillery fwept the waters :

•their liquid fire was poured on the heads of the adverlaries, who,

with the defign of boarding, prefumed to approach them ; and the

winds and waves are always on the fide of the ableft navigators.

In this confliit, the Imperial vefiel, which had been almoft over-

powered, was refcued by the Genoefe ; but the Turks, in a diftant

and a cloier attack, were twice repulfed with confiderable lofs. Ma-

homet himfelf fat on horfeback on the beach, to encourage their

valour by his voice and prefence, by the promife of reward, and by

fear, more potent than the fear of the enemy. The paffione of hie

foul, and even the geftures of his body "", feemed to imitate the

a£tions of the combatants ; and, as if he had been the lord of na-

ture, he fpurred his horfe with a fearlefs and impotent cfFort into

the fea. His loud reproaches, and the clamours of the camp, urged

the Ottomans to a third attack, more fatal and bloody than the two

former ; and I muft repeat, though I cannot credit, the evidence of

Phranza, who affirms, from their own mouth, that they loil above

twelve thoufand men in the flaughter of the day. They fled in

diforder to the ihores of Europe and Afia, while the Chrlftian fqua-

<]ron, triumphant and unhurt, fleered along the Bofphorus, and

fecurely anchored within the chain of the harbour. In the con-

fidence of viitory, they boafted that the v/hole Turkifh power muft

have yielded to their arms ; but the admiral, or captain bafliaw,

found fome confolatlon for a painful wound in his eye, by repre-

fenting that accident as the caufe of his defeat. Baltha Ogli was a

renegade of the race of the Bulgarian princes : his military cha-

ra£ter was tainted with the unpopular vice of avarice ; and under

the defpotifra of the prince or people, misfortune is a fufficient evi-

dence of guilt. His rank and fervices were annihilated by the dif-

5 I muft confefo, that I have before my geftures of the Athenians in a naval engage-

eyes the living pifture which Thucydides ment in the great harbour of Syracufe.

(l.vii. 0.71.) has drawn of the paflions and

Vox. VI. 3 R pleafure
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^TYvm^' ^^^^^' of Mahomet. In the royal prefence, the captain baihaw

» V -I was extended on the ground by four flaves, and received one hun-

dred ftrokes with a golden rod *"
: his death had been pronounced

;

and he adored the clemency of the fultan, who was fatisfied with

the milder puniihment of confifcation and exile. The introduction

of this fupply revived the hopes of the Greeks, and accufed the

fupinenefs of their weftern allies. Amidft the deferts of Anatolia and

the rocks of Paleftine,the millions of the crufades had buried themfelves

in a voluntary and inevitable grave ; but the fituation of the Imperial

city was ftrong againfl her enemies, and acceflible to her friends
;

and a rational and moderate armament of the maritime ftates might

have faved the relics of the Roman name, and maintained a Chrif-

tian fortrefs in the heart of the Ottoman empire. Yet this was the

fole and feeble attempt for the deliverance of Conftantinople : the

more diftant powers were infenfible of its danger ; and the ambaifa-

dor of Hungary, or at leaft of Huniades, refided in the Turkifli

camp, to remove the fears, and to direit the operations, of the

fultan ".

Mahomet It was difficult for the Greeks to penetrate the fecret of the divan

;

navVo'ver
'^

J^^ ^^^ Greeks are perfuaded, that a refiilance, fo obftinate and fur-

prifing, had fatigued the perfeverance of Mahomet. He began to

meditate a retreat, and the fiege would have been fpeedily raifed

if the ambition and jealoufy of the fecond vizir had not oppofed

the perfidious advice of Calil Baihaw, who ilill maintained a fecret

correfpondence with the Byzantine court. The redudtion of the

city appeared to be hopelefs, unlefs a double attack could be made

from the harbour as well as from the land ; but the harbour was in-

*'' According to the exaggeration or cor- bruife the back of his admiral,

lupt text of Ducas (c. 38.), this golden bar •>' Ducas, who confefles himfelf ill informed

was of the enormous and incredible weight of the affairs of Hungary, afligns a motive of

of 500 libra?, or pounds. Bouillaud's read- fuperftition, a fatal belief that Conftantinople

jng of 500 drachms, or five pounds, is fuffi- would be the term of the Turkilh conquefts.

cient to e-xerciie the arm of Mahomet, and See Phranza (1, iii. c. 20.) and Spondanus.

accefliblej

land
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acceflible : an impenetrable chain was now defended by eieht larffe CHAP.
z LXVIII.

ihlps, more than twenty of a fmaller fize, with feveral gallies and v»—y—j^
floops ; and, inftead of forcing this barrier, the Turks might appre-

hend a naval fally, and a fecond encounter in the open fea. In this

perplexity, the genius of Mahomet conceived and executed a plan

of a bold and marvellous caft, of tranfporting by land his lighter

veflels and military ftores from the Bofphorus into the higher part

of the harbour. The diftance is about ten miles ; the ground is

uneven, and was overfpread with thickets ; and, as the road muft

be opened behind the fuburb of Galata, their free paifage or total

deftrudion muft depend on the option of the Genoefe. But thefe

feliilh merchants were ambitious of the favour of being the lail

devoured ; and the deficiency of art was fupplied by the ilrength of

obedient myriads. A level way was covered with a broad platform

of ftrong and folid planks ; and to render them more flippery and

fmooth, they were anointed with the fat of iheep and oxen. Four-

fcore light gallies and brigantines of fifty and thirty oars, were dif-

embarked on the Bofphorus fhore ; arranged fucceilively on rollers

;

and drawn forwards by the power of men and pullies. Two guides

or pilots were flationed at the helm, and the prow, of each veflel ;

the fails were unfurled to the winds ; and the labour was cheered by

fong and acclamation. In the courfe of a fmgle night, this Turkiili

f5eet painfully climbed the hill, fleered over the plain, and was

launched from the declivity into the fhallow waters of the harbour,

far above the moleftation of the deeper veflels of the Greeks. The
real importance of this operation was magnified by the conflernation

and confidence which it infplred : but the notorious, unqueflionable,

fa<5t was difplayed before the eyes, and is recorded by the pens, of

the two nations'". A fimilar flratagem had been repeatedly prac-

^ The unanimous teftimony of the four to contrail the diftance of ten miles, and to

Greeks is confirmed by Cantemir (p. 96.) prolong the term of i?;f night.

iiom the Turkiih annals; but I could wiih

3 R 2 tifed
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CHAP, tifed by the ancients *'
; the Ottoman galUes (I mail agaai repeat^

s -,- _f ihould be confidered as large boats ; and, if we compare the mag-

nitude and the diftance, the obftacles and the means, the boafted

miracle'" has perhaps been equalled by the induftry of our own

times". As foon as Mahomet had occupied the upper harbour with

a fleet and army ; he conilrudled, in the narroweft part, a bridge,

or rather mole, of fifty cubits in breadth and one hundred in length

:

it was formed of cafks and hogfheads
;
joined with rafters, linked

with iron, and covered v/ith a folid floor. On this floating battery,

he planted one of his largeft cannon, while the fourfcore gallies,

with troops and fcaling-ladders, approached the mofl: acceflable fide,

which had formerly been ftormed by the Latin conquerors. The

indolence of the Chriilians has been accufed for not deftroylng thefs

unftniflied works ; but their fire, by a fuperior fire was controlled

and filenced ; nor were they wanting in a nodturnal attempt to bura

the veflTels as well as the bridge of the fultan. His vigilance pre-

vented their approach ; their foremoft galliots were funk or taken ;

forty youths, the bravefl; of Italy and Greece, were inhumanly maf-

facred at his command j nor could the emperor's grief be afl!uaged

by the juft though cruel retaliation, of expofing from the walls the

Dlftrefsof heads of two huildred and fixty Mufulman captives. After a fiege

of forty days, the fate of Conftantinople could no longer be averted.

The diminutive garrifon was exhaufted by a double attack : the for-

tifications, which had flood for ages againft hoftile violence, were

difmantled on all fides by the Ottoman cannon : many breaches were

opened ; and near the gate of St. Romanus, four towers had been

•" Phranza relates two examples of a Cmi- '" A Greek of Candia, who had ferved the

Jar tranfportation over the fix miles of the Venetians in a fimilar undertaking (Spond.

Ifthmus of Corinth; the one fabulous, of A. D. 1438, N°37.), might pofiibly be the

Auguftus after the battle of Aftium ; the ad vifer and agent of Mahomet,

other true, of Nicetas, r. Greek general in the '' I particularly allude to our own em-
^ century. To thefe he might have added barkations on the lakes of Canada in the

a bolu enterprife of fiannibal, to introduce years 1776 and 1777, fo great in the labour,

bis veflsls into the hsrbour of Tarentum (Po- lb fruitlefs in the event.

lybiuSj 1. viii. p• 749 edit. Gronov.).

leveUed

the city.
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fevelled with the "-round. For the payment of his feeble and muti- CHAP.
LXVllI.

nous troops, Conftantine was compelled to defpoil the churches with ^-»^

the promife of a fourfold reftitution ; and his facrilege offered a new

reproach to the enemies of the union. A fpirit of difcord impaired

the remnant of the Chriftian ftrength : the Genoefe and Venetian

auxiliaries afferted the pre-eminence of their refpeitive fervice ;. and

Juftiniani and the great duke, whofe ambition was not extinguiflied

by the common danger, accufed each other of treachery and cow-

ardice.

During the fiege of Conftantinople, the words of peace and capi- Preparations

tulation had been fometimes pronounced ; and feveral embaffies had for the gene-

paffed between the camp and the city'\ The Greek emperor was May 26.
'

humbled by adverfity ; and would have yielded to any terms com-

patible with religion and royalty. The Turkiih fultan was defirous

of fparing the blood of his foldiers ; ftill more defuOus of fecuring

for his own ufe the Byzantine treafures ; and he accompliihed a

facred duty in prefenting to the Gabours, the choice of circumclfion,

of tribute, or of death. The avarice of Mahomet might have been

fatisfied with an annual fum of one hundred thoufand ducats : but

his ambition grafped the capital of the Eaft : to the prince he offered

a rich equivalent, to the people a free toleration, or a fafe depar-

ture : but after fome fruitlefs treaty, he declared his refoluticn of

finding either a throne, or a grave, under the walls of Conftanti-

•nople. A fenfe of honour, and the fear of univerfal reproach, for-

bade Palseologus to refign the city into the hands of the Ottomans ;

and he determined to abide the laft extremities of war. Several

days were employed by the fultan in the preparations of the affault j

and a refpite was granted by his favourite fcience of aftrology, which

had fixed on the twenty-ninth of I\Iay, as the fortunate and fatal

hour. On the evening of the twenty-feventh, he iffned his final

5* Chalcocondyles and Ducas differ in the the faithful Phranzi fpares his prince even

time and circumftances of the r.egociaiion
; the thought of a furrender.

and as it was neither glorious nor fal'Jtary,

orders

;
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c HAP, orders ; affembled in his prefence the military chiefs ; and difperfed

< ir——' his heralds through the camp to proclaim the duty, and the motives,

of the perilous enterprife. Fear is the iirfl: principle of a defpotic

government ; and his menaces were exprefled in the Oriental ftyle,

that the fugitives and deferters, had they the wings of a bird ",

ihould not efcape from his inexorable juftice. The greateft part of

his baihaws and Janizaries were the offspring of Chriftian parents

;

but the glories of the Turkiih name were perpetuated by fucceffive

adoption ; and in the gradual change of individuals, the fpirit of a

legion, a regiment, or an oda^ is kept alive by imitation and difci-

pline. In this holy warfare, the Moflems were exhorted to purify

their minds with prayer, their bodies with feven ablutions ; and to

abftain from food till the clofe of the enfuing day. A crowd of

derviihes vifited the tents to inftil the defire of martyrdom, and

the aiTurance of fpending an immortal youth amidil the rivers and

gardens of paradife, and in the embraces of the black-eyed virgins.

Yet Mahomet principally truiled to the efficacy of temporal and

vifible rewards. A double pay was promifed to the vidlorious troops

;

" The city and the buildings," faid Mahomet, " are mine : but I

" refign to your valour the captives and the fpoil, the treafures of

*' gold and beauty : be rich and be happy. Many are the provinces

" of my empire : the intrepid foldier who firft afcends the walls of

*' Conftantinople, ihall be rewarded with the government of the

" Thefe wings (Chalcocondyles, 1. viii. p. 339. Apollodor. 1. iii. c. 10. Heine,

p. 208.) are no more than an Oriental figure: p. 229. Not. 682.), and had no afiinity with

but in tlie tragedy of Irene, Mahomet's paf- the allronomy of the Eail (Hyde ad Ulugbeg,

fton foars above fenfe and reafon : Tabul. in Syntagma Diflert. tom.i. p. 40. 42.

Should the fierce North, upon his frozen wings, Goguet, Origine des Arts, &C. torn. vi.

Bear him aloft above the wondering clouds, p, 73— yS. Gebelin, Hill, du Calendrier,
And feat him in the Pleiads golden chariot—

^^.)^ which Mahomet had ftudied. 3. The
Thence /hould my fury drag him down to tortures.

^^_^, j^_^ ^[^^^;^^ j^^^ ^^^ ^^-^^ ^;^j^^_. j^ ^^j^^^^
Befides the extravagance of the rant, I muft

^^ |;^r.jo„ . ^^^ j ^^^^ f^^^ ^^at Dr. Johnfon
obferve, i. That the operation of the winds

j,^^ confounded the Pleiads with the great
muft be confined to the lo.-wer region of the ,^^^ ^^ waggon, the zodiac with a northc-rn

air. 2. That the name, etymology, and conileliation :

fable of the Pleiads are purely Greek (Scho- Afxruf iiV» Aai, ejnxAwi».
Jiaft ad Homer. 1. 68. Eudocia in Ionia,

" faireil
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" faireft and moil wealthy ; and my gratitude Ihall accumulate his CHAP.
•' honours and fortunes above the meafure of his own hopes." Such ' ^——

'

various and potent motives diifufed among the Turks a general

ardour, regardlefs of life and impatient for aQion : the camp re-

echoed with the Moflem ihouts of, " God is God, there is but one

" God, and Mahomet is the apoftle of God '* ;" and the fea and

land, from Galata to the feven towers, were illuminated by the blaze

of their nodlurnal fires.

Far different was the ftate of the Chriftians ; who, with loud and Lail farewel

impotent complaints, deplored the guilt, or the puniihment, of their j-or and the

fins. The celeftial image of the Virgin had been expofed in folemn

proceffion ; but their divine patronefs was deaf to their entreaties

;

they accufed the obftinacy of the emperor for refufing a timely fur-

render ; anticipated the horrors of their fate ; and fighed for the

repofe and fecurity of Turkifli fervitude. The nobleft of the

Greeks, and the braveit of the allies, were fummoned to the palace,

to prepare them, on the evening of the twenty-eighth, for the

duties and dangers of the general affault. The laft fpeech of Pa-

Iseologus was the funeral oration of the Roman empire
^'

: he pro-

mifed, he conjured, and he vainly attempted to infufe the hope

which was extinguiflied in his own mind. In this world all was

comfortlefs and gloomy ; and neither the gofpel nor the church have

propofed any confpicuous recompenfe to the heroes who fall in the

fervice of their country. But the example of their prince, and the

confinement of a fiege, had armed thefe warriors with the courage

of defpair ; and the pathetic fcene is defcribed by the feelings of

the hiftorian Phranza, who was himfelf prefent at this mournful

affembly. They wept, they embraced ; regardlefs of their families

' Phranza quarrels with thefe Moflem grofsly of the fermon and the convent, that

acclamations, not for the name of God, but I almoft doubt whether it was pronounced by

for that of the prophet: the pious zeal of Conftantine. Leonardos afligns him another

Voltaire is exceffive, and even ridiculous. fpeech, in which he addrefles himfelf more
'5 I am afraid that this difcourfe was com- refpeitfully to the Latin auxiliaries,

pofed by Phranza himfelf: and it fmells fo

18 and
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and fortunes, they devoted their lives ; and each commander, de-

parting to his ftation, maintained all night a vigilant and anxious

watch on the rampart. The emperor, and fome faithful compa-

nions, entered the dome of St, Sophia, which in a few hours was

to be converted into a mofch ; and devoutly received, with tears and

prayers, the facrament of the holy communion. He repofed fome

moments in the palace, which refounded with cries and lamenta-

tions ; folicited the pardon of all whom he might have injured ^°

;

and mounted on horfeback to vifit the guards, and explore the mo-

tions of the enemy. The diftrefs and fall of the laft Conftan-

tine are more glorious than the long profperity of the Byzantine

Ca^fars.

The general In the confufion of darknefs an aifailant may fometimes fucceed
j

May 29. but in this great and general attack, the military judgment and aftro-

logical knowledge of Mahomet advifed him to expeft the morning,

the memorable twenty-ninth of May, in the fourteen hundred and

fifty-third year of the Chriftian sera. The preceding night had been

ilrenuoufly employed : the tiOops, the cannon, and the fafcines,

were advanced to the edge of the ditch, which in many parts pre-

fented a fmooth and level paiTagc to the breach ; and his fourfcore

gallies almofi: touched with the prows and their fcaling-ladders, the

lefs defenfible walls of the harbour. Under pain of death, filence

was enjoined : but the phyfical laws of motion and found are not

obedient to difcipline or fear ; each individual might fupprefs his

voice and meafure his footfteps ; but the march and labour of

thoufands muft inevitably produce a ilrange confufion of diflbnant

clamours, which reached the ears of the watchmen of the towers.

At day-break, without the cuflomary fignal of the morning gun,

the Turks aifaulted the city by fea and land ; and the fimilitude of a

twined or twifted thread has been applied to thp clofenefs and con-

'* This abafement, which devotion has forgivenefs of injuries: it is more eaiy to for-

fometimes extorted from dying princes, is an give 490 times, than once to alk pardon of

improvement of the gofpel doftrjne of the an inferior,

1,7 tinuity
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tinuity of their line of attack ". The foremoil ranks confiiled, of ^ ^^ ^ p.
'

, ,
LXVIII.

the refiife of the hoft, a voluntary crowd who fought without order ^. -^ ,

or command ; of the feeblenefs of age or childhood, of peafants and

vagrants, and of all who had joined the camp in the blind hope of

plunder and martyrdom. The common impulfe drove them on-

wards to the wall : the moft audacious to climb were inftantly pre-

cipitated ; and not a dart, not a bullet, of the Ghriftians, was idly

wafted on the accumulated throng. But their ftrength and ammu-

nition were exhaufted in this laborious defence : the ditch was filled

with the bodies of the flain ; they fupported the footfteps of their

companions ; and of this devoted vanguard, the death was more

ferviceable than the life. Under their refpedtive baihaws and fan-

jaks, the troops of Anatolia and Romania were fucceflively led to

the charge : their progrefs was various and doubtful ; but, after a

conflidt of two hours, the Greeks ftill maintained, and improved,

their advantage ; and the voice of the emperor v^'as heard, encou-

raging his foldiers to atchieve, by a laft effort, the deliverance of

then• country. In that fatal moment, the Janizaries arofe, frefh,

vigorous, and invincible. The fultan himfelf on horfeback, with

an iron mace in his hand, was the fpeitator and judge of their

valour : he was furrounded by ten thoufand of his domeflic troops,

whom he referved for the decifive occafions ; and the tide of battle

was direiled and impelled by his voice and eye. His numerous mi-

nifters of juftice were pofted behind the line, to urge, to reftrain,

and to punifh ; and if danger was in the front, ihame and inevi-

table death were in the rear, of the fugitives. The cries of fear and

of pain were drowned in the martial mufic of drums, trumpets, and

attaballs ; and experience has proved, that the mechanical operation

of founds, by quickening the circulation of the blood and fpirits,

will ait on the human machine more forcibly than the eloquence of

" Befides the 10,000 guards, and the this general aflault 250,000 Turks, both horfe

failors and the marines, Ducas numbers in and foot.

Vol, '^. 3 S reafon
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reafon and honour. From the lines, the gallies, and the bridge, the

Ottoman artillery thundered on all fides ; and the camp and city,

the Greeks and the Turks, were involved in a cloud of fmoke, which

could only be difpelled by the final deliverance or deftruftion of the

Roman empire. The fmgle combats of the heroes of hiftory or

fable, amufe our fancy and engage our aiFcdlons : the fitilful evo-

hitions of war may inform the mind, and improve a neceflary,

though pernicious, fclence. But in the uniform and odious pldlures

of a general affault, all is blood, and horror, and confufion ; nor

ihall 1 ftrive, at the diftance of three centuries and a thoufand miles,

to delineate a fcenc, of which there could be no fpedlators, and of

which the adors themfelves were incapable of forming any juft or

adequate idea.

The immediate lofs of Conftantlnople may be afcrlbed to the

bullet, or arrow, which pierced the gauntlet of John Juftiniani.

The fight of his blood, and the exquifite pain, appalled the courage

of the chief, whofe arms and counfels were the firmeft rampart of

the city. As he withdrew from his ilatlon in quefl; of a fiirgeon,

his flight was perceived and ftoppcd by the indefatigable emperor.

*' Your wound," exclaimed Palxologus, " is flight ; the danger is

" preflTing
; your prefence is neccilary ; and whither will you re-

" tire ?" " I will retire," faid the trembling Genoefe, " by the

" fame road which God has opened to the Turks ;" and at thefe

w^rds he haftily pafled through one of the breaches of the inner

wall. By this pufillanimous a£t, he fiained the honours of a

military life ; and the few days which he furvlved in Galata,

or the ifle of Chios, were embittered by his own and the public

reproach '^ Kis example was imitated by the greatcil part of

'' In the fevere cenfure of the flight of Chienfis exprefs his ftrong and recent indig-•

Juftiniani, Phranza expreffes his own feeling?, nation, gloria; falutis fuique oblitus. In the

and thofe of the public. For fome private whole ieries of their Eaftern policy, his

reafons, he is treated with more lenity and countrymen, the Genoefe, were always fuf-

lefpedt by Ducas; but the words of Leonardus pefted, and often guilty.

7 the
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the Latin auxiliaries, and the defence began to flacken when the "^ " A '*''•

attack was prefled with redoubled vigour. The number of the c-^~• ...>

Ottomans was fifty, perhaps an hundred, times iupcrior to that of

the Chriilians : the double walls were reduced by the cannon to an

heap of ruins : in a cuxuit of fcveral miles, fome places muft be

found more eafy of accel's, or more feebly guarded ; and if the be-

fiegers could penetrate in a fmgle point, the whole city was irre-

coverably loft. The firft who deferved the fultan's reward was

Haflan the Janizary, of gigantic ftature and ftrength. With his

fcymetar in one hand and his buckler in the other, he afcended the

outward fortification : of the thirty Janizaries, who were emulous of

his valour, eighteen periflied in the bold adventure. Haflan and

his tv/elve companions had reached the fummit ; the giant was pre-

cipitated from the rampart ; he rofe on one knee, and was again

oppreiTed by a ihower of darts and ftones. But his fucceis had

proved that the atchievement was poflible : the walls and towers

were inftantly covered with a fwarm of Turks j and the Greeks,

now driven from the vantage ground, were overwhelmed by en-

creafing multitudes. Amidft thefe multitudes, the emperor'', who

accompliihed all the duties of a general and a foldier, was long feen,

and finally loft. The nobles, who fought round his perfon, fuf-

tained till their laft breath the honourable names of Palseologus and

Cantacuzene : his mournful exclamation was heard, " Cannot there

" be found a Chriftian to cut off my head '° ?" and his laft fear was

that of falling alive into the hands of the infidels '". The prudent

^'•^ Ducas kills him with two blows of There they will find him at his manly length,

Turkilhfoldiers; Chalcocondyles wounds him With his face ui> to heaven, in that red monument

in the ihoulder, and then tramples him in
Which his good fword had digged.

the gate. The grief of Phranza carrying
" Spondanus (A. D. 1453. N° 10.), who

i.:~ ...«^.^rr >Ko o„<. .(- , f .u has hopes of his falvation, wiftes to abfolvehim among tne enemy, elcapes from the pre- '^
,' . .

cife image of his death; but we may. with-
'*"' '^^'"^"'^ ^'""^ '^^ "''' offuic.de.

out flattery, apply thefe noble lines of Dry- ,
" ^eonardus Ch.enfis very properly ob-

1, ferves, that the Turks, had they known the
den

:

j
As to Scbaftian. let them. fearch the field

;

emperor, would have laboured to fave and

And where they find a mountain of the (lain, fecure a Captive fo acceptable to the fultan.

Send one to climb, and looking down beneath,

3 S 2 defpalr
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CHAP, defpair of Conftantine caft away the purple : amidft tlie tumult he
. Lxvm. *^ ...

fell by an unknown hand, and his body was buned under a moun-

tain of the flain. After his death, refiftance and order were no

more : the Greeks fled towards the city ; and many were preffed

and ftifled in the narrow pais of the gate of St. Romanus. The

viiSlorious Turks rufhed through the breaches of the inner wall
;

and as they advanced into the ftreets, they were foon joined by their

brethren, who had forced the gate Phenar on the fide of the har-

bour ". In the hrft heat of the purfuit, about two thoufand Chrif-

tians were put to the fword; but avarice foon prevailed over cruelty;

and the vidlors acknowledged, that they fliould immediately have

given quarter if the valour of the emperor and his chofen bands had

not prepared them for a fimilar oppofition in every part of the capi-

Lofs of the tal. It was thus, after a fiege of fifty-three days, that Conftanti-

pire.
"

nople, which had defied the power of Chofroes, the Chagan, and the

caliphs, was irretrievably fubdued by the arms of Mahomet the

fecond. Her empire only had been fubverted by the Latins : her

religion was trampled in the dufl by the Moflem conquerors ''\

The Turks The tidings of misfortune fly with a rapid wung
;

yet fuch was

pmage"con. ^hc extent of Conftantinople, that the more diflant quarters might
-.antinople.

prolong fome moments the happy ignorance of their ruin^'\ But

in the general confternation, in the feelings of felfiili or focial

anxiety, in the tumult and thunder of the aflault, a Jlecpkfs night

and morning muft have elapfed ; nor can I believe that many Gre-

cian ladies were awakened by the Janizaries from a found and tran-

'^ Cantemir, p. 96. The Chriitian iliips '* When Cyrus furprifed Babylon during

in the mouth of the harbour, had flanked and the celebration of a feftival, fo vafl: was the

retarded this naval attack. city, and fo carelefs were the inhabitants,

*' Chaloccondyles moil abfurdly fuppofes, that much time elapfed before the diftanc

that Conftantinople was facked by the Afiatics quarters knew that they were captives ( He-

in revenge for the ancient calamities of Troy

;

rodotus, 1. i. c. 191•), and Uiher (Annal.

and the grammarians of the xv''' century are p. 78.), who has quoted from the prophet

happy to melt down the uncouth appellation of Jeremiah a paiTage of fimilar import.

Turks, into the more claffical name of Teucri,

qui!
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qu'il flumber. On the aflurance of the public calamity, the houfes C p.

LXV'III
and convents were inlUntly deferted ; and the trembling inhabitants ' .

—

'-»

flocked together in the ftreets, like an herd of timid animals ; as if

accumulated weaknefs could be produdive of ftrength, or in the vain

hope, that amid the crowd, each individual might be fafe and invi-

fible. From every part of the capital, they flowed Into the church

of St. Sophia : in the fpace of an hour, the fanduary, the choir, the ^

nave, the upper and lower galleries, were filled with the multitudes

of fathers and hufbands, of women and children, of priefts, monks,

and religious virgins : the doors were barred on the infide, and they

fought protedlion from the facred dome, which they had fo lately

abhorred as a profane and polluted edifice. Their confidence was

founded on the prophecy of an enthufiaft or impofl:or; that one day

the Turks would enter Conftantinople, and purfue the Romans as

far as the column of Conflantine in the fquare before St. Sophia : but

that this would be the term of their calamities : that an angel would

defcend from heaven, with a fword in his hand, and would deliver

the empire, with that celeftial weapon, to a poor man feated at the

foot of the column. " Take this fword," would he fay, " and

" avenge the people of the Lord." At thefe animating words, the

Turks would inftantly fly, and the vldtorlous Romans would drive

them from the Wefl:, and from all Anatolia, as far as the frontiers

of Perfia. It is on this occafion, that Ducas, with fome fancy and

much truth, upbraids the difcord and obftinacy of the Greeks,

" Had that angel appeared," exclaims the hifl:orian, " had he offered

" to exterminate your foes if you would confent to the union of

" the church, even then, in that fatal moment, you would have re-

*' jeded your fafety or have deceived your God*^"

" This lively defcription is extrafled from fubdued in 1463 (Phranza, I ili. c. 27.),
Ducas (c. 39,), who two years afterwards that ifland muft have been full of the fugitives
ivas fent ambaflador from the prince of Lef- of Conftantinople, who delighted to repeat,

bos to the fultan (c.44.). Till Leibos was perhaps to adorn, the tale of their mifery.

While
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C A P.

LXVni.
Willie they expeded the defcent of the tardy angel, the doors

Avere broken with axes ; and as the Turks encountered no refiftance,

the Greeks, their bloodlefs hands were employed in Teledting and fecuring the

multitude of their prifoners. Youth, beauty, and the appearance of

wealth, attradted their choice ; and the right of property was decided

among themfelves by a prior feizure, by perfonal ftrength, and by

the authority of command. In the fpace of an hour, the male

captives were bound with cords, the females with their veils and

girdles. The fenators were linked with their flaves ; the prelates,

with the porters, of the church ; and young men of a plebeian clafs,

with noble maids, whofe faces had been invifible to the fun and

their neareft kindred. In this common captivity, the ranks of fo-

ciety were confounded ; the ties of nature were cut afunder ; and

the inexorable foldier was carelefs of the father's groans, the tears of

the mother, and the lamentations of the children. The loudefl: in

their wailings were the nuns, who were torn from the altar with

naked bofoms, outftretched hands, and diilievelled hair: and we

ihould pioufly believe that few could be tempted to prefer the

vigils of the haram to thofe of the monaftery. Of thefe unfor-

tunate Greeks, of thefe domeftic animals, whole ftrings were rudely

driven through the ftreets ; and as the conquerors were eager to re-

turn for more prey, their trembling pace was quickened with me-

naces and blows. At the fame hour, a fimilar rapine was exercifed

in all the churches and monafteries, in all the palaces and habitations

of the capital ; nor could any place, however facred or fequeftered,

protect the perfons or the property of the Greeks. Above fixty

thoufand of this devoted people were tranfported from the city to

the camp and fleet ; exchanged or fold according to the caprice or

intereft of their mailers, and difperfed in remote fervitude through

the provinces of the Ottoman empire. Among thefe we may notice

fome remarkable charadters. The hiftorian Phranza, firil chamber-

lain and principal fecretary, was involved with his family in the

common
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common lot. After fufFerinsr four inontlis the hardiliips of ilaverv he ^ ^ A P.

. LXVIII.
recovered liis freedom ; in the ciiluing winter he ventured to Adria- . - .— \f

nople, and ranfomed his wife from the mir bofui or mafter of the

horfe ; but his two children, in the fiower of youth and beauty, had

been feized for the ufe of Mahomet himfelf. The daughter of

Phranza died in the feragho, perhaps a virgin : his fon, in the fifteenth

year of his age, preferred death to infamy, and was ftabbed by the

hand of the royal lover '\ A deed thus inhuman, cannot furely be

expiated by the tafte and liberality with which he releafed a Grecian

matron, and her two daughters, on receiving a Latin ode from Phi-

Iclphus, who had chofen a wife in that noble family ''. The pride

or cruelty of Mahomet would have been moft fenfibly gratified by

the capture of a Roman legate ; but the dexterity of cardinal Ifidore

eluded the fearch, and he efcaped from Galata in a plebeian habit *^

The chain and entrance of the outward harbour was ftill occupied

by the Italian ihips of merchandife and war. They had fignalifed

their valour in the fiege ; they embraced the moment of retreat,

while the Turkiih mariners were diilipated in the pillage of the

city. When they hoifted fail, the beach was covered with a fup-

pliant and lamentable crowd : but the means of tranfportation were

fcanty : the Venetians and Genoefe felefted their countrymen ; and,

notwithftanding the faireft promifes of the fultan, the inhabitants of

Galata evacuated their houfes, and embarked with their moft preci-

ous efFedis.

''^ See Phranza, I. iii. c. 20, 21. His corrupt and inhuman of tyrants.

expreflions are pofitive : Ameras fud manu ""^ The Commentaries of Pius II. fuppoft•,

jugulavit volebat enim eo turpiter et that he craftily placed his cardinal's hat on
rrefarle abuti. Me miferum et iiifelirem. the head of a corpfe which was cut off and
Yet he could only learn from report, the expofed in triumph, while the legate himfelf

bloody or impure fcenes that were ailed in was bought and delivered, as a captive of no
the dark receffes of the feraglio. value. The great Belgic Chronicle adorns

*^ SeeTirabofchi (tom.vi. P. i. p.zpo.) and his efcape with new adventures, which he

Lancelot (Mem. de I'Academie des Jnfcrip- fuppreffi-d (fays Spondanus, A. D. 1453,

tions, torn. x. p. 718.). I Ihculd be curious to N*^ 15.) in his own letters, left he Ihould lofe

learn how he could praife the public ene- the merit and reward of fuflering for Chriit.

uiy, whom he fo often reviles as the moft

In
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CHAP, Iq the fall and the fack of great cities, an hiftorian is condemned
LXVIlf,

« -., / to I'epeat the tale of uniform calamity : the fame effeds muft be

the fpoil. produced by the fame paiTions ; and when thofe paflions may be

indulged without control, fmall, alas ! is the diiference between ci-

vilized and favage man. Amidft the vague exclamations of bigotry

and hatred, the Turks are not accufed of a wanton or immoderate

effufion of Chriflian blood : but according to their maxims (the

maxims of antiquity), the lives of the vanquiihed were forfeited ;

and the legitimate reward of the conqueror v\'as derived from the

fervice, the fale, or the ranfom, of his captives of both fexes "'. The

wealth of Conftantinople had been granted by the fultan to his vic-

torious troops : and the rapine of an hour is more produdive than

the induftry of years. But as no regular divifion was attempted of

the fpoil, the refpedive ihares were not determined by merit ; and

the rewards of valour were ftolen away l;y the followers of the camp,

who had declined the toll and danger of the battle. The narrative

of their depredations could not afford either amufement or inftruc-

tion : the total amount, in the lail poverty of the empire, has been

valued at four millions of ducats "°
; and of this fum, a fmall part

was the property of the Venetians, the Genoefe, the Florentines,

and the merchants of Ancona. Of thefe foreigners, the ftock was

improved in quick and perpetual circulation : but the riches of the

Greeks were difplayed in the idle oftentation of palaces and ward-

robes, or deeply buried in treafures of ingots and old coin, left it

iliould be demanded at their hands for the defence of their country.

The profanation and plunder of the monafteries and churches, ex-

cited the moft tragic complaints. The dome of St. Sophia itfelf, the

*' Bufbequius expatiates with pleaf'uie and p. 211.), but in the diftribuiion to Venice,

applaufe on the rights of war, and the ufe of Genoa, Florence, and Ancona, of 50, zo,

flavery, among the ancients and the Turks zo, and 15,000 ducats, I fufpeft that a

(de Legal. Turcica, epift. iii. p. 161.)• figure has been dropt. Even with the reili-

'" This fum is fpeciiied in a marginal tution, the foreign property would fcarcely

note of Leundavius (ChalcocondyleSj 1. viii. ex;eecd one-fourth.

9 earthly
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cartLly heaven, the fccond firmament, the vehicle of the cherubim, C A P•

the throne of the glory of God ", was defpoiled of the oblations of ' ^

—

-f

ages ; and the gold and filver, the pearls and jewels, the vafes and

lacerdotal ornaments, were moil wickedly converted to the fervice

of mankind. After the divine images had been ftripped of all that

could be valuable to a profane eye, the canvafs, or the wood, was

torn, or broken, or burnt, or trod under foot, or applied, in the

ftablcs or the kitchen, to the vllefl; ufes. The example of facrilege

was imitated however from the Latin conquerors of Conilantinople
;

and the treatment which Chrift, the Virgin, and the faints, had fuf-

tained from the guilty Catholic, might be inflicted by the zealous

Mufulman on the monuments of idolatry. Perhaps, inilead of join-

ing the public clamour, a philofopher will obferve, that in the de-

cline of the arts, the workmanfliip could not be more valuable than

the work, and that a frelh fupply of vifions and miracles would

fpeedily be renewed by the craft of the prieft and the credulity of

the people. He will more ferioufly deplore the lofs of the Byzan-

tine libraries, which were deftroyed or fcattered in the general cou-

fufion : one hundred and twenty thoufand manufcripts are faid to

have difappeared ''; ten volumes might be purchafed for a fingle

ducat ; and the fame ignominious price, too high perhaps for a ilielf

of theology, included the whole works of Ariftotle and Homer, the

noblcft produdions of the fcience and literature of ancient Greece.

We may refledl v/ith pleafure, that an ineftimable portion of our

claflic treafures was fafely depofited in Italy ; and that the mechanics

of a German town had invented an art which derides the havock of

time and barbarifm.

From the fiiil hour'' of the memorable twenty-ninth of May, Mahomet ll.

. .
vilits the city,

dlforder and rjpine prevailed in C'onftantinople, till the eighth hour St. Sophia,

the palace,

" See the enthufiaftic praifes and lamenta- from a MS. in the Cotton library).

tlons of Phranza (!. iii. c. 17.). " The Julian Calendar, which reckons

'^ See Ducas (c. 43.), and an epillle, the days and hours from midnight, was ufed

July 15''',• 1453• fi'oni Laurus Quirinus 10 at Conilantinople. But Ducas feems to un-

pope Nicholas V. (Hody de Grxcis, p. 192. deiUand the natural hours from fun-rife.

Vol. VI. 3 of
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C A p. of the fame day ; when the fukan himfeif pafled in triumph through

1, -,- i/ the gate of St. Romanus. He was attended by his vizirs, baihaws,

and guards, each of whom (fays a Byzantine hiftorian) was robuft

as Hercules, dextrous as Apollo, and equal in battle to any ten of

the race of ordinary mortals. The conqueror '* gazed with fatisfac-

tion and wonder on the ftrange though fplendid appearance of the

domes and palaces, fo diffimilar from the ftyle of Oriental architec-

ture. In the hippodrome, or atmcidat}^ his eye was attradled by the

twifted column of the three ferpents; and, as a trial of his ftrength,

he ihattered with his iron niace or battle-axe the under jaw of one

of thefe monfters", which in the eyes of the Turks were the idols

or talifmans of the city. At the principal door of St. Sophia, he

alighted from his horfe, and entered the dome : and fuch was his

jealous regard for that monument of his glory, that on obferving a

zealous Mufulman in the a<il of breaking the marble pavement, he

admonillied him with his fcymetar, that, if the fpoil and captives

were granted to the foldiers, the public and private buildings had

been referved for the prince. By his command, the metropolis of

the Eaftern church was transformed into a mofch : the rich and

portable inftruments of fuperilition had been removed ; the crofles

were thrown down ; and the walls, which were covered with images

and mofaics, were waihed and purified, and reftored to a ftate of

naked fimplicity. On the fame day, or on the enfuing Friday, the

muezin or crier afcended the moil lofty turret, and proclaimed the

€%an^ or public invitation in the name of God and his prophet ; the

imam preached ; and Mahomet the fecond performed the naivaz of

prayer and thankfgiving on the great altar, where the Chriftian

myilerles had fo lately been celebrated before the laft of the Casfars'*.

">* See the Tuikifn Annals, p. 329. and for the Turkifli account of the converfion of

the Pandedls of Leunclavius, p. 44S. St. Sophia, fo bittei;!)' deplored by Phranza
" 1 have had occafion (vol. ii.~ p. 16, 17,) 2nd Ducas. It is amufing enough to obferve,

to tnenticn this curious relic of Grecian anti- in what cppofite lights the fame objeft ap-

qujty. pears to a Mufulman and a Chriftian eye.

'>'' ^V'e are obliged to Cantemlr (p. 102.)

From
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From St. Sophia he proceeded to the aun-uft, but defolate, manfion chap.
LXVIII

of an hundred iucceflbrs of the great Conftantine ; but which in a y - ^- Ir

few hours had been ftripped of the pomp of royalty. A melancholy

refledion on the viciflitudes of human greatnefs, forced itfelf on his

mind ; and he repeated an elegant diftich of Perfian poetry :
" The

" fpider has wove his web in the Imperial palace ; and the owl hath

" fung her watch-fong on the towers of Afrafiab "."

Yet his mind was not fatisfied, nor did the visftory feem complete, His beha-

till he was informed of the fate of Conftantine ; v/hether he had Greeks,

efcaped, or been made prifoner, or had fallen in the battle. Two
Janizaries claimed the honour and reward of his death : the body,

under an heap of flain, was difcovered by the golden eagles em-

broidered on his flioes : the Greeks acknowledged with tears the

head of their late emperor ; and, after expofing the bloody trophy '*,

Mahomet beftowed on his rival the honours of a decent funeral.

After his deceafe, Lucas Notaras, great duke", and firft minifter of

the empire, was the moft important prifoner. When he offered his

perfon and his treafures at the foot of the throne, " And why,"

faid the indignant fultan, " did you not employ thefe treafures in

" the defence of your prince and country ?" " They were yours,"

anfwered the flave, " God had referved them for your hands." " If

" he referved them for me," replied the defpot, " how have you
" prefumed to with-hold them fo long by a fruitlefs and fatal re-

" fiftance?" The great duke alleged the obftinacy of the itrangers,

and fome fecret encouragement from the Turkiih \azir ; and from

" This diftich, which Cantemir gives in the Greek emperor: he would fu rely con

-

the original, derives new beauties from the tent himfelf with a trophy lefs inhuman.

application. It was thus that Scipio repeat- '^ Phranza was the peribnal enemy of the

eJ, in the fack of Carthage, the famous pro- Greek duke; nor could time, or death, or

phecy of Homer. The fame generous feel- his own retreat to a monailery, extort a feel-

ing carried the mind of the conqueror to the ing of fympathy or forgivenefs. Ducas is

pall or the future. inclined to praife and pity the martyr; Chal-
'' I cannot believe with Ducas (fee Spon- cocondyles is neuter, but we are indebted to

danus, A.D. 1453, N°i3.), that Mahomet him for the hint of the Greek confpiracy.

fent round Perfia, Arabia, &c. the head of

3 2 this
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this perilous interview, he was at length difmified with the affurance

of pardon and protection. Mahomet condefcended to vifit his wife,

a venerable princefs oppreiTed with ficknefs and grief; and his con-

folation for her misfortunes was in the moil tender ftrain of huma-

nity and filial reverence. A fimilar clemency was extended to the

principal officers of ftate, of whom feveral were ranfomed at his ex-

pence ; and during fome days he declared hirafelf the friend and

father of the vanquillied people. But the fcene was foon changed ;

and before his departure, the hippodrome ftreamed with the blood of

his nobleft captives. His perfidious cruelty is execrated by the

Chriftians : they adorn with the colours of heroic martyrdom the

execution of the great duke and his two fons ; and his death is

afcribed to the generous refufal of delivering his children to the

tyrant's luft. Yet a Byzantine hiilorian has dropt an unguarded

word of confpiracy, deliverance, and Italian fuccour : fuch treafon

may be glorious ; but the rebel who bravely ventures, has juftly

forfeited, his life ; nor ihould we blame a conqueror for deftroying

the enemies whom he can no longer truft. On the eighteenth of

June, the vidorious fultan returned to Adrianople ; and fmiled at

the bafe and hollow embaflies of the Chriftian princes, who viewed

their approaching ruin in the fall of the Eaftern empire.

He repeoples Conftautinople had been left naked and defolate, without a prince

Conftantino- °^ ^ people. But ilie could not be defpoiled of the incomparable

P'^• fituation which marks her for the metropolis of a great empire j

and the genius of the place will ever triumph over the accidents of

time and fortune. Bourfa and Adrianople, the ancient feats of the

Ottomans, funk into provincial towns ; and Mahomet the fecond

eftabliihed his own refidence, and that of his fuccefibrs, on the fame

commanding fpot which had been chofen by Conftantine '°. The

fortifi-

*° For the reftitution of Conftantlnople not, Tournefort, and the reft of our modern

and the Turkifl» foundations, fee Cantemir travellers. From a gigantic piilure of the

(p. 102

—

^, Ducas (c.4:.), with Theve- greatnefc, population, &c. of Ccnftantinople

and
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fortifications of Galata, which might afford a fhelter to the Latins, CHAP,
were prudently deftroyed ; but the damage of the Turkifh cannon v- ... ^
was foon repaired ; and before the month of Auguft, great quanti-

ties of lime had been burnt for the reftoration of the walls of the

capital. As the entire property of the foil and building?, whether

public or private, or profane or facred, was now transferred to the

conqueror, he firft feparated a fpace of eight furlongs from the

point of the triangle for the eftabliihment of his feraglio or palace.

It is here, in the bofom of luxury, that the grand fignor (as he has

been emphatically named by the Italians) appears to reign over

Europe and Afia ; but his perfon on the fliores of the Bofphorus

may not always be fecure from the infults of an hoftile navy. In

the new charailer of a mofch, the cathedral of St. Sophia was en-

dowed with an ample revenue, crowned with lofty minarets, and

furrounded with groves and fountains, for the devotion and refrefli-

ment of the Moflems. The fame model was imitated in tiiejcimi or

royal mofchs ; and the nrft of thefe was built, by Mahomet himfelf,

on the ruins of the church of the holy apoftles and the tombs of

the Greek emperors. On the third day after the conqueft, the grave

of Abu Ayub or Job, v/ho had fallen in the firft fiege of the Arabs,

was revealed in a vifion ; and it is before the fepulchre of the mar-

tyr, that the new fultans are girded with the fvvord of "empire".

Conftantinople no longer appertains to the Roman hiftorian ; nor

ihall I enumerate the civil and religious edifices that were profaned

or eredled by its Turkiih mafters : the population was fpcedily re-

newed ; and before the end of September, five thoufand families of

Anatolia and Romania had obeyed the royal mandate, which en-

joined them, under pain of death, to occupy their new habitations

in the capital. The throne of Mahomet was guarded by the num-

and the Ottoman empire (Abregedel'Hiftoire Abou Ayub, is defcribed and engraved in

Ottomane, torn. i. p. 16— 21.), we may the Tableau General de I'Empire Ottoman
learn, that in the year 1586, the Moflems (Paris, 1787, in large folio), a work of lefs

were lefs numerous in the capital than the ufe, perhaps, than magnificence (torn. i.

Chriftians, or even the Jews. p. joc, 306.).
f Th.e Turie, or fepulchral monument of

bera
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bers and fidelity of his Moilem fubjeds : but his rational policy

afpired to colled the remnant of the Greeks j and they i-eturned in

crowds, as foon as they were affured of their lives, their liberties,

and the free exercife of their religion. In the cledion and invefti-

ture of a patriarch, the ceremonial of the Byzantine court was re-

vived and imitated. With a mixture of fatisfadion and horror, they

beheld the fultan on his throne ; who delivered into the hands of

Gennadius the crofier or paftoral ftaiF, the fymbol of his ecclefiaitical

office ; who conduded the patriarch to the gate of the feraglio, pre-

fented him with an horfe richly caparifoned, and direded the vizirs

and bafliaws to lead him to the palace which had been allotted for

his refidence ". The churches of Conftantinople were ihared be-

tween the two religions : their limits were marked ; and, till it was

infringed by Selim the grandfon of Mahomet, the Greeks '^ enjoyed

above fixty years the benefit of this equal partition. Encouraged by

the minifters of the divan, who wilhed to elude the fanaticifm of the

fultan, the Chriftian advocates prefumed to allege that this divifion

had been an ad, not of generofity, but of juftice; not a concefllon,

but a compad ; and that if one half of the city had been taken by

ftorm, the other moiety had furrendered on the faith of a facred

capitulation. The original grant had indeed been confumed by fire;

but the lofs was fupplied by the teftimony of three aged Janizaries

who remembered the tranfadion ; and their venal oaths are of

more weight in the opinion of Cantemir, than the pofitive and un-

animous confent of the hiftory of the times ^*.

The
" Phranza (1. iii. c. 19.) relates the cere- '^ From the Turco-Grascia of Crufius, &c.

mony, which has poffibly been adorned in Spondanus (A.D. 1453, N°2i. 1458, N°i6.)

the Greek reports to each other, and to the defcribes the flavery and domeftic quarrels

Latins. The fail is confirmed by Emanuel of the Greek church. The patriarch who
Malaxus, who wrote, in vulgar Greek, the fucceeded Gennadius, threw himfelf in de-

Hiftory of the Patriarchs after the taking of fpair into a ivell.

Conftantinople, inferted in the TurcoGracia "+ Cantemir (p. loi—105.) infills on the

of Crufius (1. V. p. 106— 184.). But the unanimous confeni of the Turkiili hiftorians,

moft patient reader will not believe that Ma- ancient as well as modern, and argues, that

hornet adopted the Catholic form, " Sanfta they would not have violated the truth to

" Trinitas qua: mihi donavit imperium te in diminiih their national glory, lince it is

" patriarcham nova: Roms deligit." elleemed more honourable to take a city by

force
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The i-emaining fragments of the Greek kingdom in Europe and CHAP.
Afia I ihall abandon to the Turkifli arms ; but the final extindion ' .^

'

of the two laftdynafties" which have reigned in Conftantinople, thVlmperia*!

fhould terminate the decline and fall of the Roman empire in the comne'nul

Eaft. The defpots of the Morea, Demetrius and Thomas'', the ^"^ ^^'^«'o-

two furviving brothers of the name of Pal^ologus, were afto-

niflied by the death of the emperor Conftantine, and the ruin of the

monarchy. Hopelefs of defence, they prepared with the noble

Greeks who adhered to their fortune, to feek a refuge in Italy, be-

yond the reach of the Ottoman thunder. Their firft apprehenfions

were difpelled by the vidlorious fultan, who contented himfelf with

a tribute of twelve thoufand ducats ; and while his ambition ex-

plored the continent and the iflands in fearch of prey, he indulged

the Morea in a refpite of feven years. But this refpite was a period

of grief, difcord, and mifery. The bexajntUon^ the rampart of the

Ifthmus, fo often raifed and fo often fubverted, could not long bfe

defended by three hundred Italian archers : the keys of Ccrrnrh

were feized by the Turks : they returned from their fummer excur-

fions with a train of captives and fpoil j and the complaints of the

injured Greeks were heard with indifference and difdain. The Al-

banians, a vagrant tribe of lliepherds and robbers, filled the penin-

fula with rapine and murder : the tv/o defpots implored the danger-

ous and humiliating aid of a neighbouring bafhaw ; and when he

had quelled the revolt, his leiTons inculcated the rule of their future

force than by compofition. But, i. Idoubt Byzant. p. 155.); for the laft Palasologi, tl)«

this confent.fi nee he quotes no particular hifto- fame accurate antiquarian (p. 244.247, 24S.).

lian, and the Turkilh Annals of Leunclavius The Palxologi of Montferrat were notextind
affirm, without exception, that Mahomet took till the next century; but they had forgotten

Conllantinople ^r 'vim (p. 329.)• 2. The their Greek origin and kindred,

fame argument may be turned in favour of ^^• In the worthlefs ftory of the difputcs-

the Greeks of the times, who would not have and misfortunes of the two brothers, Phranza
forgotten this honourable and falutary treaty, (i. iii. c. 21— 30.) is too partial on the /ide

\O!caire, as ufual, prefers the, Turks to the of Thomas; Ducas (c. 44, 45.) is too brief,

Chrillians. and Chalcocondyles (I. viii, ix, x.) too diffufe

" For the genealogy and fall of the Com- and digreni\e.

aeni of Trcbizond, fee Ducange (Fara.

16 condud:.
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conduiS. Neither the ties of blood, nor the oaths which they re-

peatedly 'pledged in the communion and before the altar, nor the

ilronger preifure of neceifity, could reconcile or fufpcnd their do-

meftic quarrels. They ravaged each other's patrimony with fire and

fword : the alms and fuccours of the Weft were confumed in civil

hoilility ; and their power was only exerted in favage and arbitrary

executions. The diftrefs and revenge of the weaker rival invoked

their fupreme lord ; and, in the feafon of maturity and revenge,

Lofs of the Mahomet declared himfelf the friend of Demetrius, and marched

°^]•, into the Morea with an irrefiftible force. When he had taken pof-

feffion of Sparta, " You are too weak," faid the fultan, " to control

" this turbulent province : I will take your daughter to my bed ;

" and you iliall pafs the remainder of your life in fecurity and ho-

" nour." Demetrius fighed and obeyed ; furrendered his daughter

and his caftles ; follovv'ed to Adrianople his fovereign and fon ; and

received for his own maintenance, and that of his followers, a city

in Thrace, and the adjacent ifles of Imbros, Lemnos, and Samo-

thrace. He was joined the next year by a companion of misfor-

tune, the laft of the Comnenian race, who, after the taking of

Conftantinople by the Latins, had founded a new empire on the

coaft of the Black Sea ^'. In the progrefs of his Anatolian conquefts,

Mahomet invefted with a fleet and army the capital of David, who

prefumed to ftyle himfelf emperor of Trebizond "
; and the nego-

ciation was comprifed in a fhort and peremptory queftion, " Will

" you fecure your life and treafures by refigning your kingdom ? or

*' had you rather forfeit your kingdom, your treafures, and your

"' See the lofa or conqueil of Trebizond in merce de la I\Icr Noire, torn. ii. p. 72. and

Chr.\cocondyles (1. ix. p. 263—266.),Rucas for the province, p. 33— 90.). Its profpe-

(c. 45.)• Piifanza (1. iii. c. 27.), and Can- rity and trade are perpetually dillurbed by

temir (p. 107.). the fadlious quarrels of two cdas of Janiza-

i^ Though Tourncfort (torn. iii. iettrexvii. ries, in one of which 30,000 Lazi are com-

p. 179.) fpeaks of Trebizond as mal peuplee, raonly enrolled (Memoires de Tott, torn. iii.

I'l-yiloiiel, the lateft and moll accurate ob- p. 16, 17.).

fervcr, can find ico.ooo inhabitants (Com-

II " life ?"
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** life ?" The feeble Comnenus was fubducd by his own fears, and CHAP,
the example of a Mufulman neighbour, the prince of Sinope ", -If

•who, on a fimilar fummons, had yielded a fortified city with four zond,

hundred cannon and ten or twelve thoufand foldiers. The capita-
'

'^''

lation-of Trebizond was faithfully performed; and the emperor,

with his family, was tranfported to a caille in Romania : but on a

flight fufpicion of correfponding with the Perfian king, David, and

the whole Comnenian race, were facrlliced to the jealoufy or avarice

of the conqueror. Nor could the name of father long protedl the

unfortunate Demetrius from exile and confifcation ; his abjedl fub-

miffion moved the pity and contempt of the fultan ; his followers

were tranfplanted to Conftantinople ; and his poverty was alleviated

by a penfion of fifty thoufand afpers, till a monaftic habit and a

tardy death releafed Pala:ologus from an earthly mafter. It is not

eafy to pronounce whether the fervitude of Demetrius, or the exile

of his brother Thomas '", be the moft Inglorious. On the conqueft

of the Morea, the defpot efcaped to Corfu, and from thence to

Italy, with fome naked adherents : his name, his fufierlngs, and the

head of the apoftle St. Andrew, entitled him to the hofpitality of the

Vatican ; and his mifery was prolonged by a penfion of fix thou-

fand ducats from the pope and cardinals. His two fons, Andrew

and Manuel, were educated in Italy ; but the eldeft, contemptible to

his enemies and burthenfome to his friends, was degraded by the

bafenefs of his life and marriage. A title was his fole inheritance
;

and that inheritance he fucceflively fold to the kings of France and

Arragon ". During his tranfient profperity, Charles the eighth was

ambi-
*' ICmael Beg, prince of Sinope or Si- it is by trading with a people that we become

nople, was poiTefTed (chiefly from his copper acquainted with their wealth and numbers,
mines) of a revenue of 200,000 ducats (Chal- »'-' Spondanus (from Gobelin Comment,
cocond. 1. ix. p. 258, 259.). PeyiTonel (Com- Pii 11. 1. v.) relates the arrival and reception
merce de la Mer Noire, torn. ii. p. 100 ) of the defpot Thomas at Rome (A D. 1461,
afcribes to the modern city 60,000 inhabit- N° 3.).

ants. This account feems enormous: yet »' By an aft dated A. D. 1494, Sept. 6.
Vol. VI. 3 U and
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ambitious of joining the empire of the Eaft with the kingdom of

Naples : in a public feftival, he aflumed the appellation and the purple of

Augtiflus: the Greeks rejoiced, and the Ottoman already trembled, at the

approach of the French chivalry *\ Manuel Palxologus, the fecond

fon, was tempted to revifit his native country : his return might be

grateful, and could not be dangerous, to the Porte : he was main-

tained at Conftantinople in fafety and eafe ; and an honourable train

of Chriilians and Moilems attended him to the grave. If there be

fome animals of fo generous a nature that they refufe to propagate

in a domeftic ftate, the laft of the Imperial race muft be afcribed to

an inferior kind : he accepted from the fultan's liberality two beauti-

ful females ; and his furviving fon was loft in the habit and religion

of a Turkiih ilave.

The importance of Conftantinople was felt and magniiied in its

lofs : the pontificate of Nicholas the fifth, however peaceful and
A• D. 1453- profperous, was difhonoured by the fall of the Eaftern empire ; and

the grief and terror of the Latins revived, or feemed to revive, the

old enthufiafm of the crufades. In one of the moft diftant countries

of the Weft, Philip duke of Burgundy entertained, at Liile in Flan-

ders, an affembly of his nobles j and the pompous pageants of the

feaft were fkilfully adapted to their fancy and feelings '\ In the

midft of the banquet, a gigantic Saracen entered the hall, leading a

fiditious elephant, with a caftle on his back ; a matron in a mourn-

ing robe, the fymbol of religion, was feen to iflTue from the caftle

;

Grief and
terror of

Europe,

and lately tranfmitted from the archives of the

Capitol to the royal library of Paris, the de-

fpot Andrew Palsologus, referving the Mo-
rea, and ftipulating fome private advantages.

who reckons with pleafure the number of

Greeks who were prepared to rife, 60 miles

of an eafy navigation, eighteen days journey

from Valona to Conftantinople, &c. On
conveys to Charles VIII. king of France the Ais occafion the Turkiih empire was faved

empires of Conftantinople and Trebizond by the policy of Venice.

(Spondanus, A. D. 1495, N' 2.). M. de

Foncemagne (Mem. de I'Academie des In-

fcriptions, torn. xvii. p. 539—578.) has be-

"^ See the original feaft in Olivier de la

Marche (Memoires, P. i. c. 29, 30.), with

the abftraft and obfervations of M. de S"
flowed a dlflertation on this national title, of Palaye (Memoires fur la Chevalerie, torn. i.

which he had obtained a copy from Rome.
»^ See Philippe de Comings (1. vii. c. 14.),

P. iii. p. 182— 18;•)• T**^ peacock and

the pheafant were dillinguifhed as royal birds.

ihe
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ilie deplored her oppreffion, and accuied the llownefs of her cham-

pions : the prnicipal herald of the golden fleece advanced, bearing on

his fiil a live pheafant, which, according to the rites of chivalry, he

prefented to the duke. At this extraordinary fummons, Philip, a

wife and aged prince, engaged his perfon and powers in the holy

war againft the Turks : his example was imitated by the barons

and knights of the aiTembly ; they fwore to God, the Virgin, the

ladies, and tht pheafant ; and their particular vows were not lefs ex-

travagant than the general fandion of their oath. But the perform-

ance was made to depend on fome future and foreign contingency

;

and, during twelve years, till the lail hour of his life, the duke of

Burgundy might be fcrupuloufly, and perhaps fincerely, on the eve

of his departure. Had every breaft glowed with the fame ardour

;

had the union of the Chriftians correfponded with their bravery j

had every country, from Sweden ^* to Naples, fupplied a juft pro-

portion of cavalry and infantry, of men and money, it is indeed

probable that Conftantinople would have been delivered, and that

the Turks might have been chafed beyond the Hellefpont or the

Euphrates. But the fecretary of the emperor, who compofed every

eplftle, and attended every meeting, iEneas Sylvius'^, a ftatefman

and orator, defcrlbes from his own experience the repugnant ftate

and fpirit of Chriftendom. " It is a body," fays he, " without an

" head ; a republic without laws or magiftrates. The pope and the

*' emperor may iliine as lofty titles, as fplendid images ; but they are

" unable to command, and none are willing to obey : every ftate

" has a feparate prince, and every prince has a feparate intereft.

" What eloquence could unite fo many difccrdant and hoftile powers

'* It was found by an adlual enumeration, from ^neas Sylvius, a view of the ftate of

that Sweden, Gothland, and Finland, con- Europe, enriched with his own obfervations.

tained 1,800,000 fighting men, and confe- That valuable annaliil, and the Italian Mu-
quently were far more populous than at pre- ratori, will continue the feries of events from

^'-'it• theyear 1453 to 1481, the end of Mahomet's
*' In the year 1454 Spondanus has given, life, and of this chapter.

3 U 2 " under
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" under the fame ilandard ? Could they be aflembled in arms, who
" would dare to aflume the office of general ? What order could be

" maintained ?—what military difcipline ? Who would undertake to

" feed fuch an enormous multitude ? Who would underftand their

*' various languages, or diredl their ftranger and incompatible man-

" ners ? What mortal could reconcile the Engliih with the French,

*' Genoa with Arragon, the Germans with the natives of Hungary

" and Bohemia ? If a fmall number enlifted in the holy war, they

" muft be overthrown by the infidels ; if many, by their own weight

" and confufion." Yet the fame ^neas, when he was raifed to the

papal throne, under the name of Pius the fecond, devoted his life to

the profecution of the Turkifn war. In the council of Mantua he

excited fome fparks of a falfe or feeble enthufiafm ; but when the

pontiff appeared at Ancona to embark in perfon with the troops, en- •

gagements vaniihed in excufes ; a precife day was adjourned to an

indefinite term ; and his effedive army confifted of fome German

pilgrims, whom he was obliged to difband with indulgences and

alms. Regardlefs of futurity, his fucceiTors and the powers of Italy

were involved in the fchemes of prefent and domeftic ambition ; and

the diftance or proximity of each objedl determined, in their eyes,

its apparent magnitude. A more enlarged view of their intereft

would have taught them to maintain a defenfive and naval war

againft the common enemy ; and the fupport of Scanderbeg and his

brave Albanians, might have prevented the fubfequent invafion of

the kingdom of Naples. The fiege and faok of Otranto by the

Turks, diffufed a general confternation ; and pope Sixtus was pre-

paring to fly beyond the Alps, wheii the florm was inftantly difpel-

Denth of led by the death of Mahomet the. fecond, in the fifty-firfi year of

A.^D. 1481, his age ^^ His lofty genius afpired to the conquell of Italy : he was

si;"'
'

Pofiefl-ed
July

'" Befides the two annalills, the reader kingdom of Naples. For the reign and con-

may confult Giannone (IftoriaCivile, torn. iii. quelts of Mahomet II. I have occafionally

p. 4.19 — 455.) for the Turklili invafion of the ufed the Memorie lltoriche de Monarchi Or-
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pofiefled of a ftrong city and a capacious harbour ; and the fame CHAP,
reign might have been decorated with the trophies of the New and .

' •

the Ancient Rome".

tomanni di Giovanni Sagredo (Venezia,

1677, in '). In peace and war, the Turks

have ever engaged the attention of the re-

public of Venice. All her difpatches and

archives were open to a procurator of St.

Mark, and Sagredo is not contemptible either

in fenfe or ily.e. Yet he too bitterly hates

the infidels; he is ignorant of their language

and manners; and his narrative, which al-

lows only feventy pages to Mihomet 11.

(p. 69— 140), becomes more copious and

authentic as he approaches the years 1640

and 1644, the term of the hiftoric labours of

John Sagredo,

" As I am now taking an everlafting fare-

well of the Greek empire, I ihall briefly men-
tion the great colleilion of Byzantine writers,

whofe names and tertimonies have been

fucceiuvely repeated in this work. The Greek
preifes of Aldus and the Italians, were con-

fined to the daffies of a better age; and the fvril

rude editions of Procopius, Agathias, Ce-
drenus, Zonaras, &c. were publifhed by the

learned diligence of the Germans. The
whole Byzantine feries (xxxvi volumes in

folio) has gradually iiTued (A. D. 1648, &c.)

from the royal prefs of the Louvre, with feme
collateral aid from Rome and Leipfic; but

the Venetian edition (A.D. 1729), though

cheaper and more copious, is nor lefs infe-

rior in correftnefs than in magnificence to

that of Paris. The merits of the French

editors are various; but the value of Anna
Comnena, Cinnamus, Villehardouin, &c.

is enhanced by the hillorical notes of Charles

du Frefne du Cange. His fupplemental

works, the Greek Gloifary, the Conftanti-

nopolis Chrillisna, the Familis Byzantinae,

difFufe a fteady light over the darknefs of

the Lower Empire.
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CHAP. LXIX.

State of Rome frofH the Twelfth Century,— Tejnporal

Dominion of the Popes.—Seditions of the City.—Poli-

tical Herefy of Arnold of Brefcia.—Refloration of the

Republic.—The Senators.—Pride of the Romans.—
Their Wars.—They are deprived of the EleBion and

Prefence of the Popes, who retire to Avignon.—The

yubilee.—Noble Fajnilies of Rome.—Fetid of the Co-

lonna and Ujfni.

c A p. TN the firft ages of the decline and fall of the Roman empire, our

1—

V

' •*- eye is invariably fixed on the royal city, which had given laws

revolu^dons ^^ the faireft portion of the globe. We contemplate her fortunes,

"
a"d' ^*• ^^^ with admiration, at length with pity, always with attention

;

1 100— 1500. ai^^ when that attention is diverted from the Capitol to the provinces,

they are confidered as fo many branches which have been fuccef-

fively fevered from the Imperial trunk. The foundation of a fecond

Rome, on the ihores of the Bofphorus, has compelled the hiftorian

to follow the fucceifors of Conftantine j and our curiofity has been

tempted to vifit the moil remote countries of Europe and Afia, to

explore the caufes and the authors of the long decay of the Byzan-

tine monarchy. By the conquefls of Juftinian, we have been re-

called to the banks of the Tyber, to the deliverance of the ancient

metropolis ; but that deliverance was a change, or perhaps an ag-

gravation, of fervitude. Rome had been already ftripped of her

trophies, her gods, and her Cscfars : nor was the Gothic dominion

more inglorious and oppreifive than the tyranny of the Greeks. In

the
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the eighth century of the Chriillan xra, a religious quarrel, the w or- ^ HA P.

fliip of images, provoked the Romans to aflert their independence : ^ —w~ /

their biihop became the temporal, as well as the fpiritual, father of

a free people ; and of the Weftern empire, which was reftored by-

Charlemagne, the title and image ftill decorate the fmgular conftitu-

tion of modern Germany. The name of Rome muft yet command

our involuntary refpe(£t : the climate (whatfoever may be its influ-

ence) was no longer the fame '
: the purity of blood had been con-

taminated through a thoufand channels ; but the venerable afpeft of

her ruins, and the memory of pail greatnefs, rekindled a fpark of

the national charader. The darknefs of the middle ages exhibits

fome fcenes not unworthy of our notice. Nor ihall I difmifs the

prefent work till I have reviewed the ftate and revolutions of the

Roman city, which acquiefced under the abfolute dominion of

the popes about the fame time that Conftantinople was enilaved by

the Turkifh arms.

In the beginning of the twelfth century ', the zera of the firil The French

. _
and German

crufade, Rome was revered by the Latins, as the metropolis of the emperors of

world, as the throne of the pope and the emperor, who, from the "a.'d.

eternal city, derived their title, their honours, and the right or ex- 800—1 ico.

ercife of temporal dominion. After fo long an interruption, it may

not be ufelefs to repeat that the fucceflbrs of Charlemagne and the

Othos were chofen beyond the Rhine in a national diet ; but that

thele princes were content with the humble names of kings of Ger-

many and Italy, till they had pafled the Alps and the Apennine, to

feek their Imperial crown on the banks of the Tyber '. At fome

diftance

• The abbe Dubos, who, with lefs genius foil, and the climate of Rome have fullered 3>

than his fucceiTor Montefquieu, has aflert- great and vifible alteration (Reflexions fur la.

ed and magnified the influence of climate, Poefie et fur la Peinture^ part. ii. feit. i6.).

objefts to himfelf the degeneracy of the Ro- ^ The reader has been fo long abfent from

mans p.nd Batavians. To the firft of thefe Rome, that I would advife him to recolleft

examples he replies, i. That the change is or review the xlix'•' chapter, in the v'*" volume•

lefs real than apparent, and that the modern of this Hiilory.

Romans prudently conceal in themfelves the 3 The coronation of the German emperors

virtues of their anceftors. 2. That the air, the at Rome, more efpecially in the xi'' century.
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JIftance from the city, their approach was faluted by a long pro-

ceffion of the clergy and people with palms and croiTes ; and the

terrific emblems of wolves and lions, of dragons and eagles, that

floated in the military banners, reprefented the departed legions and

cohorts of the republic. The royal oath to maintain the liberties of

Rome was thrice reiterated, at the bridge, the gate, and on the flairs

of the Vatican ; and the diftrlbution of a cuftomary donative feebly

imitated the magnificence of the firft Ciefars. In the church of St.

Peter, the coronation was performed by his fucceifor : the voice of

God was confounded with that of the people ; and the public con-

fent was declared in the acclamations of, " Long life and viclory to

*' our lord the pope ! Long life and vidtory to our lord the em-
*' peror ! Long life and victory to the Roman and Teutonic

" armies * !" The names of Casfar and Auguftus, the laws of Con-

ftantine and Juftinian, the example of Charlemagne and Otho, efta-

blifhed the fupreme dominion of the emperors ; their title and

image was engraved on the papal coins '
; and their jurifdidion was

marked by the fword of juftice, which they delivered to the prsefedl

of the city. But every Roman prejudice was awakened by the

name, the language, and the manners, of a Barbarian lord. The Cae-

fars of Saxony or Franconla were the chiefs of a feudal ariftocracy

;

nor could they exercife the difcipline of civil and military power,

which alone lecures the obedience of a diftant people, impatient of

fervitudc, though perhaps incapable of freedom. Once, and once

only, in his life, each emperor, with an army of Teutonic vaflals,

is bell reprefented from the original mono- was no more than magnl nominis umbra,

ments by IVluratori ( Antiquitat. Iialix medii ^ Muratori has given the ferres of the papal

^vi, torn. i. diiTcrtat. ii. p. 99, &c.), and coins (Antiquitat. torn. ii. difl". xjivii. p. 548
Cenni (Monument. Domin. Pontif. torn. ii. —554•)• He finds Only two more early

difl". vi. p. 261.), the latter of whom I only than the yeir 800: fifty are ftill extant from

know from the copious extraft of Schmidt Leo III. to Leo IX. with addition of the

(Hid. des Allemands, torn. iii. p. 255

—

reigning emperor; none remain of Gre-

266.). g'"'y VII. or Urban II.; but in thofe of
* Exercitui Romano et Teutonico! The Pafcha! II. he feems to have renounced this

latter was both feen and felt; but the former badge of dependence.

7 defcended
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ilefcended from the Alps. I have defcnbcd the peaceful order of his

entiy and coronation ; but that oi-der was commonly difturbed by

the clamour and fedition of the Romans, who encountered their

fovereign as a foreign invader: his departure was always fpeedy, and

often ihameful ; and, in the abfence of a long reign, his authority

was infulted and his name was forgotten. The progrefs of inde-

pendence in Germany and Italy undermined the foundations of the

Imperial fovereignty, and the triumph of the popes was the deli-

verance of Rome.

Of her two fovereigns, the emperor had precarioufly reigned by Authority oF

r nil ^ • r ^ r ^^^ pOpes ill

the right of conqueft ; but the authority of the pope was founded Rome,

on the foft, though more folid, bafis of opinion and habit. The re-

moval of a foreign influence reilored and endeared the flaepherd to

his flock. Inftead of the arbitrary or venal nomination of a Ger-

man court, the vicar of Chrift was freely chofen by the college of

cardinals, moil of whom were either natives or inhabitants of the

city. The applaufe of the magiftrates and people confirmed his from afiec-

eledtion ; and the ecclefiaftical powe-r that was obeyed in Sweden

and Britain, had been ultimately derived from the fuffrage of the

Romans. The fame fuiTrage gave a prince, as well as a pontiii, to

the capital. It was univerfally believed, that Conftantine had in-

vefl:ed the popes with the temporal dominion of Rome ; and the

boldeft civilians, the moft profane fceptics, were fatisfied with dif-

puting the right of the emperor and the A^alidity of his gift. The
truth of the fait, the authenticity of his donation, was deeply rooted

in the ignorance and tradition of four centuries: and the fabulous ori-

gin was loft in the real and permanent efTeds. The name oi Dom'inus

or Lord was infcribed on the coin of the bifliops : their title was ac- right;

knowledged by acclamations and oaths of allegiance, and with the

free, or reludlant, confent of the German Csefars, they had long

exercifed a fupreme or fubordinate jurifdidion over the city and

patrimony of St. Peter. The reign of the popes, which gratified

Vol. VI. - the
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the prejudices, was not incompatible with the liberties, of Rome
;

and a more critical enquiry would have revealed a ilill nobler fource

of their power ; the gratitude of a nation, whom they had refcued

from the herefy and oppreiTion of the Greek tyrant. In an age of

fuperftition, it iliould feem that the union of the royal and facerdotal

charaders would mutually fortify each other ; and that the keys of

paradife would be the fureft pledge of earthly obedience. The

fandity of the office might indeed be degraded by the perfonal vices

irirtue; of the man. But the fcandals of the tenth century were obliterated

by the auftere and more dangerous virtues of Gregory the feventh

and his fucceflbrs ; and in the ambitious contefts which they main-

tained for the rights of the church, their fufferings or their fuccefs

muft equally tend to encreafe the popular veneration. They feme-

times wandered in poverty and exile, the vidims of perfecution

;

and the apoftolic zeal with which they offered themfelves to mar-

tyrdom, muft engage the favour and fympathy of every Catholic

breaft. And fometimes, thundering from the Vatican, they created,

judged, and depofed the kings of the world : nor could the proudeft

Roman be difgraced by fubmitting to a prieft, whofe feet were

kifled, and whofe ftirrup was held, by the fucceflbrs of Charle-

magne*. Even the temporal intereft of the city ihould have pro-

tected in peace and honour the refidence of the popes ; from whence

a vain and lazy people derived the greateft part of their fubfiftence

benefits. and riches. The fixed revenue of the popes was probably impaired :

many of the old patrimonial eftates, both in Italy and the provinces»

had been invaded by facrilegious hands ; nor could the lofs be com-

penfated by the claim, rather than the poffeffion, of the more ample

gifts of Pepin and his defcendants. But the Vatican and Capitol

* See Ducange, Gloff. mediie et infimx

Latinitat. torn. vi. p. 564, 365. Staffa.

This homage was paid by kings to arch-

bilhops, and by vaiTals to iheir lords (Schmidt,

torn iii. p. 262.) ; and it was the nicefl; policy

of Rome, to confound the marks of filial and

of feudal fubjeilion.

% were
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were nourlihed by the incefiant and encreafing fwarms of pilgrims t-' a p.

and fuppllants : the pale of Chriftianity was enlarged, and the pope

and cardinals were overwhelmed by the judgment of ecclefiaftical

and fecular caufes. A new jurifprudence had eftabliihed in the

Latin church the right and pradice of appeals'; and, from the

north and weft, the biihops and abbots were invited or fummoned

to folicit, to complain, to accufe, or to juftify, before the threihold

of the apoftles. A rare prodigy is once recorded, that two horfes,

belonging to the archbiihops of Mentz and Cologne, repafled the

Alps, yet laden with gold and filver ' : but it was foon underftood,

that the fuccefs, both of the pilgrims and clients, depended much lefs

on the juftice of their caufe than on the value of their offering. The

wealth and piety of thefe ftrangers were oftentatiouily difplayed ; and

their expences, facred or profane, circulated in various channels for

the emolument of the Romans.

Such powerful motives ihould have firmly attached the voluntary inconftancy

and pious obedience of the Roman people to their fpiritual and tem- tjon.

poral father. But the operation of prejudice and intereft is often

difturbed by the failles of ungovernable paffion. The Indian who

fells the tree, that he may gather the fruit', and the Arab who

plunders the caravans of commerce, are a£tuated by the fame im-

pulfe of favage nature, which overlooks the future in the prefent,

and relinquifhes for momentary rapine the long and fecure pofleiTion

of the moft important bleifings. And it was thus, that the ihrine

' The appeals from all the churches to cinis onufti nihillominus repatriant inviti.

the Roman pontiff, are deplored by the zeal Nova res! quando hailenas aurum Roma re-

of St. Bernard (de Confideratione, 1. iii. fudit? Et nunc Romanorum confilio id ufur-

tom.il. p. 431—442. edit. Mabillon, Venet. patum non credimus (Bernard de Confidera-

1750) and the judgment of Fleury (Dif- tione, l.iii. c. 3. p. 437.). The firft words

cours fur I'Hift, Ecclefiaftique, iv. &: vii.). of the paffage are obfcure, and probably cor-

But the faint, who believed in the falfe de- rupt.

cretals, condemns only the abufe of thefe » Quand les fauvages de la Louifiane veu-

appeals ; the more enlightened hiftorian in- lent avoir du fruit, ils coupeiit I'arbre au

veftigates the origin, and rejefts the prin- pied et cueillent le fruit. Voila !e gouverne-

ciples, of this new jurifprudence. ment defpotique (Efpritdes Loix,l.v. c.13.);

* Germanici . • . . fummarii non levatis far- and paflion and ignorance are always defpotic.

3X2 of
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CHAP, of St. Peter was profaned by the thouglitleis Romans ; who pil-

^_ -.- _ laged the oiFerings, and wounded the pilgrims, without computing,

the number and value of fimilar vifits, which they prevented by

their inhofpitable facrilege. Even the influence of fuperftition is fluc-

tuating and precarious : and the flave, whofe reafon is fubdued,

often be delivered by his avarice or pride. A credulous de-

votion for the fables and oracles of the priefl.hood, mofl: powerfully

aQs on the mind of a Barbarian : yet fuch a mind is the leaft capa-

ble of preferring imagination to fenfe, of facrificing to a difl:ant mo-

tive, to an invifible, perhaps an ideal, objeit, the appetites and in-

terefl;s of the prefcnt world. In the vigour of health and youth, his

pradlice will perpetually contradict his belief; till the prefliire of age,,

or ficknefs, or calamity, awakens his terrors, and compels him to

fatisfy the double debt of piety and remorfe. I have already obferved,,

that the modern times of religious indifference, are the moil favour-

able to the peace and fecurity of the clergy. Under the reign of

fuperftition, they had much to hope from the ignorance, and much,

to fear from the violence, of mankind. The wealth,, whofe conftant

encreafe muil have rendered them the fole proprietors of the earth,

was alternately beftowed by the repentant father and plundered by

the rapacious fon : their perfons were adored or violated ; and the

fame idol, by the hands of the fime votaries, was placed on the

Sedicions of altar cr trampled in the duft. In the feudal fyftem of Europe, arms

the"i)opes^.'"
Were the title of diftlndicn and the meafure of allegiance ;, and

amidft their tumult, the ftill voice of law and reafon was feldorri

h-eard or obeyed. The turbulent Romans difdained the yoke, and

infulted the impotence, of their biflaop '"
; nor would his education

'° In a free converfation with his country- the next page, he blames the raHinefs and
man Adrian IV. John of Saliibury accufes infidelity of the Romans, whom their bifhops

the avarice of the pope and clergy : Provin- vainly ftrove to conciliate by gifts, inllead of

ciarum deripiunt fpolia, ac thefauros Crcefi virtues. It is pity that this mifcellaneous

lludeant reparare. Sed refle cum eis agit writer has not given us lefs morality and
AltiiTimus, qiioniam et ipfi aliis et fspe vilif- erudition, and more pitlures of himfelf and
fimis hominibus dati funt in direptionem (de the times.

Nugis Curialium, l.vi. c. 24. p. 387.). la

or
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0 charader allow him to excrciic, with decency or effetfl:, the power ^ '^ '^ ^'•

LXIX.
of the fword. The motives of his cledion and the frailties of his .—-#

life were expofed to their familiar obfervation ; and proximity miift

dimlniih the reverence, which his name and his decrees imprefled

on a barbarous world. This difference has not efcaped the notice of

our philofophic hiftorian :
" Though the name and authority of the

" court of Rome were fo temble in the remote countries of Europe,

" which were funk in profound ignorance, and were entirely unac-

" quainted with its charader and conduct, the pope was fo little

" revered at home, that his inveterate enemies furrounded the gates

" of Rome itfelf, and even controlled his government in that city

;

" and the ambafladors, who, from a diftant extremity of Europe,

" carried to him the humble, or rather abjedl, fubmiffions of the

" greateft potentate of the age, found the utmoft difficulty to make
" their way to him, and to throw themfelves at his feet "."

Since the primitive times, the wealth of the popes was expofed to Succe/Tor•; of

envy, their power to oppofition, and their perfons to violence. "^^.

But the long hoftility of the mitre and the crown encreafed the
'°^^~'30^'•

numbers, and inflamed the paffions, of their enemies. The deadly

factions of the Guelphs and Ghibelines, fo fiital to Italy, could never

be embraced with truth or conftancy by the Romans, the fubjedts

and adverfaries both of the bilhop and emperor ; but their fupport

was fo.'icited by both parties ; and they alternately difplayed in their

banners the keys of St. Peter and the German eagle. Gregory the

feventh, who may be adored or deteiled as the founder of the papal

monarchy, was driven from Rome,, and died in exile at Salerno.

" Hume's Hiftory of England, vol. i. " of a biiliop : upon which he ordered all of

p. 419. The fame writer has given us, from " them, with the bifhopeleft, to becailrated,
?itz-Siephen, a fingular ail of cruelly perpe- " and made all their teilicles be brought
trated on the clergy by Geoffrey, the father of " him in a platter." Of the pain and dan-
Henry II. " When he was matter of Nor- ger they might jullly complain; yet, fince

" mandy.thechapterof Seezprefumed,with- they had vowed chaflity, he deprived them
" out his confent, to proceed to the cleftjon of a fuperiiuous treafure.

Sis»
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CHAP. Six-and-tlilrty of his fucceflbrs ", till their retreat to Avignon, main-

« y / talned an unequal conteft with the Romans : their age and dignity

were often violated ; and the churches, in the folemn rites of reli-

gion, were polluted with fedition and murder. A repetition '^ of

fuch capricious brutality, without connexion or defign, would be

tedious and difgufting ; and I ihall content myfelf with fome

events of the twelfth century, which reprefent the ftate of the

Pafchal II. popes and the city. On Holy Thurfday, while Pafchal officiated

1099—II i8. before the altar, he was interrupted by the clamours of the mul-

titude, who imperioufly demanded the confirmation of a fa-

vourite magiftrate. His filence exafperated their fury : his pious

refufal to mingle the affairs of earth and heaven was encountered

with menaces and oaths, that he ihould be the caufe and the wit-

nefs of the public ruin. During the feilival of Eafter, while the

bifliop and the clergy, barefoot and in proceffion, vifited the tombs

of the martyrs, they were twice aiTaulted, at the bridge of St. Angelo,

and before the Capitol, with vollies of ftones and darts. The houfes

of his adherents were levelled with the ground : Pafchal efcaped

with difficulty and danger : he levied an army in the patrimony of

St. Peter ; and his laft days were embittered by fuiFering and in-

flicting the calamities of civil war. The fcenes that followed the

eledlion of his fucceffi^r Gelafius the fecond were ftill more fcan-

dalous to the church and city. Cencio Frangipani '*, a potent and

fadious

his great Colleilion of the Italian Hiftorians,

in xxviii. volumes; and as that treafure is in

my library, I have thought it an amufemenr,

if not a duty, to confult the originals.

' I cannot refrain from tranfcribing the

high-coloured words of Pandulphus Pifanus

(p. 384.) : Hoc audiens inimicus pacis at-

que turbator jam fatus Centius Frajapane,

more draconis immaniilimi fibilans, et ab imis

pefloribus trahens longa fufpiria, accinilus

retro gladio fine more cucurrit, valvas ac

fores confregit. Ecclefiara furibundus in-

troiir.

Gelafius 11.

A.D.
1118, 1119.

'* From Leo IX. and Gregory VII. an

authentic and contemporary feries of the lives

of the popes by the cardinal of Arragon, Pan-
dulphus Pifanus, Bernard Guido, &c. is in-

ferted in the Italian Hiftorians of Muratori

(torn. iii. P. i. p. 277—685.), and has been

always before my eyes.

'^ The dates of years in the margin, may
throughout this chapter be underftood as

tacit references to the Annals of Muratori, my
ordinary and excellent guide. He ufes, and

indeed quotes, with the freedom of a mailer.
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fadious baron, burfi: into the aflcmbly furious and in arms: the

cardinals were ftripped, beaten, and trampled under foot ; and he

feized, without pity or refped, the vicar of Chrift by the throat.

Gelafms was dragged by his hair along the ground, buffeted with

blows, wounded with fpurs, and bound with an iron chain in the

houfe of his brutal tyrant. An infurredion of the people delivered

their bifliop : the rival families oppofed the violence of the Frangi-

pani ; and Cencio, who fued for pardon, repented of the failure,

rather than of the guilt, of his enterprife. Not many days had

elapfed, when the pope was again aifaulted at the altar. While his

friends and enemies were engaged in a bloody conteft he efcaped in

his facerdotal garments. In this unworthy flight, which excited the

compaffion of the Roman matrons, his attendants were fcattered

or unhorfed ; and, in the fields behind the church of St. Peter, his

fucceiTor was found alone and half- dead with fear and fatigue.

Shaking the duft from his feet, the apqfile withdrew from a city ia

which his dignity was infulted and his perfon was endangered ; and

the vanity of facerdotal ambition is revealed in the involuntary con-

feflion, that one emperor was more tolerable than twenty ". Thefe

examples might fuiEce ; but I caimot forget the fuiferings of two

pontiffs of the fame age, the fecond and third of the name of Lu-

cius. The former, as he afcended in battle-array to aifault the Lucius ir.

Capitol, was ftruck on the temple by a ftone, and expired in a few ,,..,' ,/.,.

days. The latter was feverely wounded in the perfons of his fer- Lucius Jll.

vants. In a civil commotion, feveral of his prieits had been made u8i— lis-

prifoners ; and the inhuman Romans, referving one as a guide for

his brethren, put out their eyes, crowned them with ludicrous mitres»

mounted them on aifes with their faces to the tail, and extorted an

troiit, inde cuftode remoto papam per gulam ufque deduxit, inibi catenavit et inclufit.

accepit, dillraxit, pugnis calcibufque per- " Ego coram Deo et ecclefia dice, fi un-

cuflit, et tanquam bruium animal intra limen quam poffibile eiTet, mallem unum iniperato•.

ecclefisacriter calcaribus cruentavit ; et latro rem qnam tot doininos (Vit. Gelaf. .
tantum dominum per capillos et brachia, JefCi p, 358 ),

bono interim dormientc, dctrasit ad domum,

oath,
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CHAP, oath, that, in this wretched condition, they fliould ofFer themfelves
LXIX.

L , _ as a leflon to the head of the church. Hope or fear, laffitude or

remorfe, the chara£lers of the men, and the circumftances of the

times, might fometimes obtain an interval of peace and obedience
;

and the pope was reftored with joyful acclamations to the Lateran

or Vatican, from whence he had been driven with threats and vio-

lence. But the root of mifchief was deep and perennial ; and a

momentary calm was preceded and followed by fuch tempefts as

had almoft funk the bark of St. Peter. Rome continually prefented

the afpedl of war and difcord : the churches and palaces were forti-

Califtus II. fied and airaulted by the factions and families ; and, after giving

1 1 19— 1 124. peace to Europe, Califtus the fecond alone had refolution and power

""a"d. to prohibit the ufe of private arms in the metropolis. Among the

iijo—1143.
jjjj^^iQ^g ^ho revered the apoftolic throne, the tumults of Rome pro-

voked a general indignation ; and, in a letter to his difciple Euge-

nius the third, St. Bernard, with the iharpnefs of his wit and zeal,

Charafter of has ftigmatifed the vices of the rebellious people '^ " Who is ig-

by St. Ber- " norant," fays the monk of Clairvaux, *' of the vanity and arrogance
"^''''• " of the Romans ? a nation nurfed in feditlon, cruel, untradlable,

" and fcorning to obey, unlefs they are too feeble to refift. When
" they promife to ferve, they afpire to reign ; if they fwear alle-

" giance, they watch the opportunity of revolt
;
yet they vent their

" difcontent in loud clamours if your doors, or your counfels, are

" iliut againft them. Dextrous in mifchief, they have never learnt

" the fcience of doing good. Odious to earth and heaven, impious

" to God, feditious among themfelves, jealous of their neighbours,

" inhuman to ftrangers, they love no one, by no one are they be-

" loved ; and while they wifli to infpire fear, they live in bafe and

*' continual apprehenfion. They will not fubmit ; they know how

" Quid tam notum feculis quam protervia non valet refiftere (de Conllderat. 1. iv. c. 2.

et cervicofitas Romanorum ? Gens infiieta p. 441.). The faint takes breath, and then

iiaci, tumultui aiTueta, gens intimitis et intrac- begins again : Hi, invifi terrse et cce!o, utri-

labilis ufque adhuc, fubdi nefcia, nifi cum que injecere manus, &c. (p. 443•)•

J 2 " to
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" to govern ; faithlefs to their luperiors, intolerable to their equals, CHAP.
*' ungrateful to their benefadlors, and alike impudent in their de- ^ ,

•

*' mands and their refufals. Lofty in promife, poor in execution :

" adulation and calumny, perfidy and treafon, are the familiar arts

" of their policy." Surely this dark portrait is not coloured by the

pencil of Chriftian charity "
;

yet the features, however harih and

ugly, exprefs a lively refemblance of the Romans of the twelfth

century ".

The Jews had rejected the Chrift when he appeared among Political he-

them in a plebeian charadier ; and the Romans might plead their noid of

ignorance of his vicar when he afllimed the pomp and pride of a ?!^4.
temporal fovereign. In the bufy age of the crufades, fome fparks

of curiofity and reafon were rekindled in the Weftern world : the

herefy of Bulgaria, the Paulician fe£t, was fuccefsfully tranfplanted

into the foil of Italy and France ; the Gnoilic vifions were mingled

with the fimplicity of the gofpel ; and the enemies of the clergy re-

conciled their pailions with their confcience, the defire of freedom

with the profeffion of piety "'. The trumpet of Roman liberty was

firft founded by Arnold of Brefcia ", whofe promotion in the church

was confined to the loweft rank, and who wore the monaftic habit

rather as a garb of poverty than as an uniform of obedience. His

adverfaries could not deny the wit and eloquence which they feverely

•' As a Roman citizen, Petrarch takes opinion of Arnold of Brefcia. In the v"•"

leave to obferve, that Bernard, though a faint, volume, I have defcribed the feft of the Pauli-

was a man ; that he might be provoked by cians.andfollowed theirmigrationfrom Arme-
refentment, and poflibly repent of his hafty nia to Thrace and Bulgaria, Italy and France,

paffion, &c. (Memoires fur la Vie de Pe- ^" The original piftures of Arnold of Bref-
trarque, torn. i. p. 330.) cia, are drawn by Otho biihop of Frifingen

'* Baronius, in his index to the xii"> volume (Chron. 1. vii. c. 31. de Geftis Frederici I.

of his Annals, has found a fair and eafy ex- J. i. c. 27. 1. ii. c. zi.). and in the iii'' book
cufe. He makes two heads, of Romani Ca- of the Ligurinus, a poem of Gunther, who
iholici, and Schi/matici : to the former he flouriihed A. D. 1200, in the inonallery of
applies all the good, to the latter all the evil, Paris near Bafil (Fabric. Bibliot. Latin, med.
that is told of the city. et infimse vEtatis, tom. iii. p. 174, 175.).

'» The herefies of the xii'^ century may be The long paflage that relates to Arnold, is

found in Molheim (Inftitut. Hift. Ecclef. produced by Guilliman (de Rebus Helveticis,

p. 419—427•). who entertains a favourable 1. iii. c. 5. p. 108.).

Vol. VI. 3 felt

;
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CHAP, felt : they confefs with reluctance the fpecious purity of his morals

;

t„-v——-» and his errors were recommended to the public by a mixture of im-

portant and beneficial truths. In his theological ftudies, he had been

the difciple of the famous and unfortunate Abelard "", who was like-

wife involved in the fufpicion of herefy : but the lover of Eloifa was

of a foft and flexible nature ; and his ecclefiaftic judges were edified

and difarmed by the humility of his repentance. From this mailer,

Arnold moil probably imbibed fome metaphyfical definitions of the

Trinity, repugnant to the taile of the times : his ideas of baptifm

and the eucharifl are loofely cenfured ; but political herefy was the

fource of his fame and misfortunes. He prefumed to quote the

declaration of Chriil, that his kingdom is not of this world : he

boldly maintained, that the fword and the fceptre were entrufted to

the civil magiftrate ; that temporal honours and poiTeilions were law-

fully veiled in fecular perfons ; that the abbots, the biihops, and the

pope himfelf, mull renounce either their ilate or their falvation ; and

that after the lofs of their revenues, the voluntary tithes and obla-

tions of the faithful would fuffice, not indeed for luxury and ava-

rice, but for a frugal life in the exercife of fpiritual labours. During

a ihort time, the preacher was revered as a patriot j and the difcon-

ient, or revolt, of Brefcia againft her biihop, was the firil fruits of

his dangerous leiTons. But the favour of the people is lefs per-

manent than the refentment of the prieft ; and after the herefy of

Arnold had been condemned by Innocent the fecond ", in the ge-

neral council of the Lateran, the magiftrates themfelves were urged

by prejudice and fear to execute the fentence of the church. Italy

could no longer afford a refuge ; and the difciple of Abelard efcaped

" The wicked wit of Dayle was amufed ** Damnatus ab illo

in compofin?, with much levity ;>nd learn- Praefule, qui numeros vetitum contingere noftros

ing, the artfcles of Abe'lard, Foulques, Nomen ab ;™»«<i ducit laudabile vita.

Heloise, in his Diaionnaire Critique. The ^^ "^^y app'aud the dexterity and cont&.-

difputeofAbelard and St. Bernard, of fcholailic neis of Ligurinus, who turns the u poetical

and pofitivedivinity.iswell underilood by Mo- name of Innocent II. into a compliment,

fiieim (Iriilitut. Hirt. Ecclef. p. 412—415•)•

beyond
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beyond the Alps, till he found a fafe and hoipitable flielter ia Zu- ^ P.

rich, now the firft of the Swii's cantons. From a Roman ftation *', (...-——/

a royal villa, a chapter of noble virgins, Zm'ich had gradually cn-

creafed to a free and flourifliing city ; where the appeals of the

Milanefe were fometimes tried by the Imperial commiffaries ^*. In

an age lefs ripe for reformation, the praecurfor of Zuinglius was

heard with applaufe : a brave and fimple people imbibed and long

retained the colour of his opinions ; and his art, or merit, feduced

the biihop of Conftance, and even the pope's legate, who forgot,

for his fake, the intereft of their mafter and their order. Their tardy

zeal was quickened by the fierce exhortations of St. Bernard ''
; and

the enemy of the church was driven by perfecution to the defperate

meafure of ereding his flandard in Rome itfelf, in the face of the

fucceiTor of St. Peter.

Yet the courage of Arnold was not devoid of difcretion ; he was He exhorts

protected, and had perhaps been invited, by the nobles and people
j io^reftoreTthe

and in the fervice of freedom, his eloquence thundered over the '^^'^''^,'

feven hills. Blending in the fame difcourfe the texts of Livy and 1 14.4—1154•

St. Paul, uniting the motives of gofpel, and of claffic, enthufiafm,

he admoniflicd the Romans, how flrangely their patience and the

vices of the clergy had degenerated from the primitive times of the

church and the city. He exhorted them to afiert the inalienable

rights of men and Chriftians ; to reftore the laws and magiftrates

" A Roman infcription of Statio Turicen- woods, meadow?, uaterf, ilave?, churches,

fis has been founJ at Zurich (d'AnvUie, &c. a noble gift. Charles the Bald gaAe the

Notice de i'ancienne Gaule, p. 642— 644..): jus monetK, the city was walled under Othol.

but it is without fufticiant warrant, that the and the line of the billiop of Frifingen,

icrum.city and canton have ufiirped, and eten mo- Nobile Turegum muliarum ccfiA

nopolifed, the names of Tigurum and Pagus is repeated with pleafure by the antiquaries

Tigiirinus. of Zurich.
** Guilliman (de Rebus Helveticis, 1. ii'. •»' Bernard, epiftol. cxcv, cxcvi. torn. i.

c. 5. p. 106.) recapitulates the donation p. iSy— 190. Amidft his inveftives he drops

(A. D. 833) of the emperor Lewis the a precious acknowledgment, qui, utinam

Pious to his daughter the abbefs Hildegardis, quam fans eiTet doclrinx quam dillridlx ell

Curtim noftram Turegum in ducatu Ala- vita;. He owns that Arnold would be a va-

mannia; in pago Durgaugenfi, with villages, luable acquifition for the church.

3 2 of
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C /^ r^ ^" of the republic ; to refpe^ the ttame of the emperor ; but to confine

« 't their iliepherd to the fpiritual government of his flock ^*. Nor could

his fpiritual government efeape the cenfure and control of the re-

former ; and the inferior clergy were taught by his leflbns to refift

the cardinals, who had ufurped a defpotic command over the twenty-

eiglit regions or pariihes of Rome "'. The revolution was not ac-

compliilied without rapine and violence, the eflfufion of blood and

the demolition of houfes : the viftorious fa£tion was enriched with

the fpoils of the clergy and the adverfe nobles. Arnold of Brefcia

enjoyed, or deplored, the effeds of his miiTion : his reign continued

above ten years, while two popes. Innocent the fecond and Ana-

ftaiius the fourth, either trembled in the Vatican, or wandered as

exiles in the adjacent cities. They were fucceeded by a more vi-

gofous and fortunate pontiff, Adrian the fourth ", the only Eng-

lifhman who has afcended the throne of St. Peter ; and whofe merit

emerged from the mean condition of a monk, and almoft a beggar,

in the monaftery of St, Albans. On the firft provocation, of a car-

dinal killed or wounded in the ftreets, he cail an interdidl on the

guilty people ; and from Chriftmas to Eafter, Rome was deprived

,
of the real or imaginary comforts of religious worfhip. The Romans

had defpifed their temporal prince ; they fubmitted with grief and

terror to the cenfures of their fpiritual father ; their guilt was ex-

plated by penance, and the banifhment of the feditious preacher

was the price of their abfolution. But the revenge of Adrian was

yet unfatlsfied, and the approaching coronation of Frederic Barba-

rofTa was fatal to the bold reformer, who had offended, though not

in an equal degree, the heads of the church and ftate. In their in-

" He ndvired the Romans, from the Vaticnn MSS. He loudly con-

Confiiiis armif^ie fua modcramina fumma- demns Arnold (A. D. II4I, N° 3.) as the
Arb-.trlotraa»,efuo•. nil juris in h3c re father of the political heretics, whofe in-
Pontlfici fummj, modicum concedere reel „ , , ,. . _
„ , . , ,„ c• 1 ~. . " .. liuence then hurt him in France.
Suadebat popuio. Sic lEesa itultus utraque

Majdlate, reum gcminae fe fecerat aula. '•' The Engliih reader may COnfult the

Nor is the poetry of Gunther different from Bicgraphia Britannica, Adrian IV. biU

the profe of Otho. 0">' o^vn writers Imve added nothing to the

*' See Barcnius (A. D•. ii^S, N'^jS, 39.) fame or merits cf their countryman.

terview
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terview at Viterbo, the pope reprefented to the emperor the furious ^ a p.

ungovernable fpirit of the Romans: the infults, the injuries, the «_ -,- f

fears, to which his perfon and his clergy were continually expofed
;

and the pernicious tendency of the herefy of Arnold, which muft

fubvert the principles of civil, as well as ecclefiaftical, fubordination.

Frederic was convinced by thefe arguments, or tempted by the defire

of the Imperial crown; in the balance of ambition, the innocence or life

of an individual is of fmall account; and their common enemy was

facrificed to a moment of political concord. After his retreat from

Rome, Arnold had been protefted by the vifcounts of Campania,

from whom he was extorted by the power of Casfar : the praefefl of

the city pronounced his fentence ; the martyr of freedom was burnt His execu-

alive in the prefence of a carelefs and ungrateful people; and his A. D. 115J.

aihes were caft into the Tyber, left the heretics ihould colleil and

worihip the relics of their mafter ''^. The clergy triumphed in his

death : with his aihes, his fe£l was difperfed ; his memory ftill lived

in the minds of the Romans. From his fchool they had probably

derived a new article of faith, that the metropolis of the Catholic

church is exempt from the penalties of excommunication and in-

terdi£t. Their biihops might argue, that the fupreme jurifdlilionj

which they exercifed over kings and nations, more fpecially em-

braced the city and diocefe of the prince of the apoftles. But they

preached to the winds, and the fame prin<:iple that weakened the

eSe£l, muft temper the abufe, of the thunders of the Vatican.

The love of ancient freedom has encouraged a belief, that as Rertoration

. - ofthefenatf,

early as the tenth century, in their nrft ftruggles agaialt the Saxon a. D. 1144,

Othos, the commonwealth was vindicated and reftored by the fenate

and people of Rome ; that two confuls were annually eleded among

the nobles, and that ten or twelve plebeian magiftrates revived the

name and office of the tribunes of the commons^". But this vene-

rable

*9 Befides the hillorian and poet already ratori, Scrip:. Rerum Ital. tom. iii. P. i.

quoted, the laft adventures of Arnold are re- p. 44.1, 442.)

lated by the Biographer of Adrian IV. (Mu- 'o Ducange. (Gloff. Latinitatis medi^ et
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P• rable ilrudture difappears before the light of critic'ifm. In the dark-

nels of the middle ages, the appellations of fenators, of confuls, of the

fons of confuls, may fometimes be difcovered '". They were be-

flowed by the emperors, or aiTumed by the moil powerful citizens,

to denote their rank, their honours", and perhaps the claim of a

pure and patrician defcent : but they float on the furface, without

a feries or a fubftance, the titles of men, not the orders of govern-

ment " ; and it is only from the year of Chrift one thoufand one

hundred and forty-four, that the eilabliiliment of the fenate is dated,

as a glorious aera, in the ads of the city. A new conftltution was

hailily framed by private ambition or popular enthufiafm ; nor

could Rome, in the twelfth century, produce an antiquary to ex-

plain, or a legiflator to reilcre, the harmony and proportions of the

ancient model. The aifembly of a free, of an ar.iied, people, will

ever fpeak in loud and weighty acclamations. But the regular dif-

tribution of the thirty-five tribes, the nice balance of the wealth and

numbers of the centuries, the debates of the adverfe orators, and the

flow operation of votes and ballots, could not eafily be adapted by a

infimi Gratis, Decarchones, torn. ii.

p. 726.) gives me a quotation from Blondus

(decad ii. l.ii): Duo confules ex nobilitate

quotannis fiebant, qui ad vctiiftutn confulum

exemplar fummK rerura prxsiTent. And in

Sigonius (de Regno Italia:, 1. vi. opp. tom.ii.

p. 400.) I read of the confuls and tiibunes

of the '* century. Both tlondus, and even

S;gonius, too freely copied the cl.^ffic method

ef fupplying fro.Ti reafon or fancy the defi-

ciency of records.

^' In the panegyric of Berengarius (Mii-

ratori, Scri»-:. Rer. Ital. tom.ii. I'.i. p. 408.),

a Roman is mentioned as coniulis natus in

the beginning of the x'*" century. Muratori

(diflert. v.) ducovers. in the years 952 and

956, Gratianus in Dei nomine conful et dux,

Georgius conful et dux; and in 1015, Ro-

manus, brother of Gregory VIII. proudly,

but vaguely, flyles himfelf conful et dux et

otnnium Romanorum fenator.

^* As late as the :.'^ century, the Greek

emperors conferred on the dukes of Venice,

Naples, Amalphi, &c. the title of ~:, or

confuls (fee Chron.'iagornini, pafiim); and the

fuccefibrs of Charlemagne would not abdicate

any of their prerogative. But in general,

the names of conful and fenator, which may

be found among the French and Germans,

iignify no more than count and lord (Signeur,

Ducange, Gloil'.ir.). The monkiili writers

are often ambitious of fine claffic words.

^^ The moil: conllitutionil form, is a di-

ploma of Otho 111. (A.D. 998), Conluli-

bus (enatus populique Komani ; but the ail is

probably fpurious. At the coronation of

Henry I. A.D. 1014, thehiftrian Dithmar

(apud Muratori, difl'ert. x.xiii.) defcribes him,

a fenatoribus duodccim vallatum, quorum fex

rafi barba, alii prolixa, myftice incedebant

cum baculis. The fenate is mentioned in the

panegyric of Berengarius (p. 406.).

blind
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blind multitude, ignorant of the arts, and infenfible of the benefits,

of legal government. It was propofed by Arnold to revive and dlfcri-

minate the equeftrian order ; but what could be the motive or meafure

of fuch diftindion '"*
? The pecuniary qualification of the knights muft.

have been reduced to the poverty of the times: thofe times no lon^rer

required their civil fundtions of judges and farmers of the revenue
;

and their primitive duty, their military fervice on horfeback, was

more nobly fupplied by feudal tenures and the fpirit of chivalry.

The jurifprudence of the republic was ufelefs and unknown : the

nations and families of Italy who lived under the Roman and Bar-

baric laws were infenfibly mingled in a common mafs ; and fome

faint tradition, fome imperfedt fragments, prelerved the memory of

the Code and Pandeds of Juftinian. With their liberty the Romans

might doubtlefs have reftored the appellation and office of confuls ;.

had they not difdained a title fo promifcuouily adopted in the Italian

cities, that it has finally fettled on the humble ftation of the agents

of commerce in a foreign land. But the rights of the tribunes, the

formidable word that arrefted the public counfels, fuppofe or muft

produce a legitimate democracy. The old patricians were the fub-

jeds, the modern barons the tyrants, of the ftate ; nor would the

enemies of peace and order, who infulted the vicar of Chrift, have

long refpeded the unarmed fandity of a plebeian magiftrate ".

In the revolution of the twelfth century, which gave a new ex- The Capitol,

iftence and sra to Rome, we may obferve the real and important

events that marked or confirmed her policical independence. I. The

'* In ancient Rome, the equeftrian order Brefcia is thus ftated by Gunther:

was not ranked with the fenate and people as Qh'» «thm titulos urbis renovare vetuftos;

a third branch of the republic till the conful- N'""'"^ P''='"^'°
''«:«'•""= "™•^" equeftre,

• f i^• L n- 1 • r 1 Tura tribunorum, fanClum reparare fenatum,
Oiip of Cicero, who alTumes the merit of the - r r n- r ^

eilabllihment (Plin. Hlil. Natur. XXXin. 3. Lapla ruinof.s, et .idhuc pendentia muris

Beaufort, Republique Romaine, torn. i. ReJdere piimavo Capltolia prifca nitori.

p. 144—155.)• But of thefe reformations, fome were no

" The republican plan of Arnold of more than ideas, others no more than words.

Capitoline
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CHAP. Capitoilne hill, one of her feven eminences ^', is about four hundred

«
,/

' yards in length, and two hundred in breadth. A flight of an hun-

dred fteps led to the fummit of the Tai-peian rock ; and far ileeper

was the afcent before the declivities had been fmoothed and the pre-

cipices filled by the ruins of fallen edifices. From the earlieft ages,

the Capitol had been ufed as a temple in peace, a fortrefs in war

:

after the lofs of the city, it maintained a fiege againft the vidtorious

Gauls ; and the fantSluary of empire was occupied, aifaulted, and

burnt, in the civil wars of Vitellius and Vefpafian ''. The temples

of Jupiter and his kindred deities had crumbled into duft ; their

place was fupplied by monafteries and houfes ; and the folid walls,

the long and ihelving porticoes, were decayed or ruined by the lapfe

of time. It was the firft aft of the Romans, an ail of freedom, to

reftore the ftrength, though not the beauty, of the Capitol ; to for-

tify the feat of their arms and counfels : and as often as they afcend-

ed the hill, the coldeft minds muft have glowed with the remem-

Thecoin. brance of their anceftors. II. The firft Csefars had been invefted

with the exclufive coinage of the gold and filver ; to the fenate they

abandoned the bafer metal of bronze or copper "
: the emblems and

legends were infcribed on a more ample field by the genius of flat-

tery ; and the prince was relieved from the care of celebrating his

own virtues. The fucceifors of Diocletian defpifed even the flattery

of the fenate : their royal oflScers at Rome, and in the provinces,

aflTumed the fole diredlion of the mint ; and the fame prerogative

was inherited by the Gothic khigs of Italy, and the long feries of

the Greek, the French, and the German dynaflies. After an abdi-

^* After many difputes among the anti- ^' This partition of the noble and bafer

quaries of Rome, it feems determined, that metals between the emperor and fenate, mull

the fummit of the Capitoline hill next the however be adopted, not as a pofitive fadt, but

river is ftriftly the Mons Tarpeius, the Arx; as the probable opinion of the beil antiquaries

and that on the other fummit, the church (fee the Science des Medailles of the Pere

and convent of Araceli, the barefoot friars Joubert, torn. ii. p. 208—2U. in the im-

p{ St. Francis, occupy the temple of Jupiter proved and fcarce edition of the Baroij d* la

(Nardini, Roma Antica, 1. v. c. II— 16.). Bailie).

3' Taut. Hift. iii. 69, 70.

cation
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cation of ci?ht hundred years, the Roman fenate aiTerted tliis ho- CHAP.
LXIX.

nourable and lucrative privilege ; which was tacitly renounced by < > »

the popes, from Pafchal the fecond to the eftablifiiment of their

refidence beyond the Alps. Some of thefe republican coins of the

twelfth and thirteenth centuries, are fliewn in the cabinets of the

curious. On one of thefe, a gold medal, Chrift is depictured hold-

ing in his left hand a book with this infcription :
" The vow of

" THE Roman senate and people : Rome the capital oi•

*' THE WORLD ;" on the reverfe, St. Peter delivering a banner to a

kneeling fenator in his cap and gown, with the name and arms of

his family impreifed on a fliield ^^ III. With the empire, the prse- The prnrfea

fe£t of the city had declined to a municipal officer
; yet he ftill ex- ^ '^' ^"

ercifed in the laft appeal the civil and criminal jurifdidion ; and a

drawn fword, which he received from the fucceflbrs of Otho, was

the mode of his inveftiture and the emblem of his fimdions "".

The dignity was confined to the noble families of Rome : the choice

of the people was ratified by the pope ; but a triple oath of fidelity

muil have often embarraifed the pr^fedl in the confliift of adverfe

duties "'. A fervant, in whom they pofleiTed but a third ihare, was

difmified by the independent Romans : in his place they elecfted a

patrician ; but this title, which Charlemagne had not difdained, was

too lofty for a citizen or a fubjedl ; and, after the firfl: fervour of

^5• In his xxvil•'' diiTertation on the Antiqui- et orbis ncgotia fpeflant ad Romanum ponti-

ties of Italy (torn. ii. p. 559— 569.), Mura- ficem itemque ad Romanum imperatorem
;

tori exhibits a feries of ihe fenatorian coins, five illius vicarium urbis prxfeflum, qui de

which bore the obfcure names of >^r//'a/;, fua dignitate refpicit utrumqiie, videlicet do-

infortiati, Pro'vifini, Paparirii. During this minum papam cui facit hominium, et dorai-

period all the popes, without excepting Bo- num imperatorum a quo accipit fux poteftatis

niface VIII. abftained from the right of coin- infigne, fcilicet gladium exertum.

ing, which was refumed by his fucceffor *•' The words of a contemporary writer
Benedift XI. and regularly exercifed in the (Pandulph. FiTan. in Vit. Pafchal. II. p. 357,
court of Avignon. 358.) defcribe the eleaion and oath of the" AGerman hiftorian, Gerard of Reicher- praefeft in 1 1 18, inconfultis patribus.. . . loca
fpeg (in Baluz. Mifceli. tom.v. p. 64. apud pr^.'^eftoria . . . .Laudes pra;feaorir .... comi-
Schmidt. Hiii. des AUemands, torn. iii. tiorum applaufum . . .. juraturum populo in

p. 265.), thus defcribes the conftitution of ambonem fubievant . . . .confirmari euia in

Rome in the xi"" century : Grandiora urbis urbe prxfeftum petunt.

Vol. VI. 3 rebellion,
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rebellion, they confented without reludance to the reftoratlon of the

prsefed;. About fifty years after this event, Innocent the third, the

moft ambitious, or at lead the mofl: fortunate, of the pontiiTs, deli-

vered the Romans and himfelf from this badge of foreign dominion

:

he invefted the pr^efedt v»'ith a banner inftead of a fword, and ab-

folved him from all dependence of oaths or fervice to the German

emperors *\ In his place an ecclefiaflic, a prefent or future car-

dinal, v\'as named by the pope to the civil government of Rome ;

but his jurifdidlion has been reduced to a narrow compafs; and in

the days of freedom, the right or exercife Avas derived from the fe-

Number and natc and people. IV. After the revival of the fenate"'^ the con-

finat7,°
'^

fcript fathers (if I may ufe the expreffion) were invefted with the

legiilative and executive power ; but their views feldom reached be-

yond the prefent day ; and that day was moft frequently difturbed

by violence and tumult. In its utmoft plenitude, the order or affem-

bly confifted of fifty-fix fenators **, the moft eminent of whom
were diftinguiflied by the title of counfellors ; they were nominated,

perhaps annually, by the people ; and a previous choice of their

eleftors, ten perfons in each region or pariih, might afford a bafis for

a free and permanent conftitution. The popes, who in this temped

fubmitted rather to bend than to break, confirmed by treaty the

eftabliihment and privileges of the fenate, and expe£led from time,

peace, and religion, the reftoration of their government. The mo-

tives of public and private intereft might fometimes draw from the

Romans an occafional and temporary facrifice of their claims ; and

they renewed their oath of allegiance to the fucceifor of St. Peter

*^ Urbis prxfeflum ad ligiam fidelitatem Geft. Frederic. I. 1. i. c. 27.

recepit, et per mantum quoJ illi donavit de ** Our countryman, Roger Iloveden, fpeaks

pra:feilura eum publice invellivit, qui uCque of the fingle fenators, of the Capuz.%i family,

ad id tempos juramento fidelitatis imperatori ^^. quorum temporibus melius regebatur
fuit obligatus et ab eo praifedura tenuit ho- Roma quam nunc (A.D. 119^) ell tempori-
norem (Gefta Innocent. HI. in Muratori, bus Ivi. fenatorum (Ducange, GlolT. tom.vi.
torn. iii. P,i. p. 487.). p. 191. Senatores).
5 See Otho Frifing. Chron. vii. 31. de

and
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and Conflaatliie, the lawful head of the church and the re- ^ ^^^
P.

public ^\ ' —

^

The union and vigour of a public council was diiTolved in a law- The office of

-
1 1 f Icnator.

leis city ; and the Romans ioon adopted a more Itrong and limple

mode of adminiilration. They condenfed the name and authority

of the fenate in a fingle magiftrate, or two colleagues ; and as they

were changed at the end of a year, or of fix months, the greatnefs

of the truil was compenfated by the iliortnefs of the term. But in

this tranfient reign, the fenators of Rome indulged their avarice and

ambition : their juftice was perverted by the intereil of their family

and fadion ; and as they punilhed only their enemies, they were

obeyed only by their adherents. Anarchy, no longer tempered by

the paftoral care of their biihop, admoniihed the Romans that they

were incapable of governing themfelves ; and they fought abroad

thofe bleffings which they were hopelefs of finding at home. la

the fame age, and from the fame motives, moil of the Italian re-

publics were prompted to embrace a meafure, which, however ftrange

it may feem, was adapted to their fituation, and produftive of the

moil falutary effeds "*. They chofe, in fome foreign but friendly

city, an impartial magiftrate of noble birth and unblemiflied cha-

racter, a foldier and a ftatefmen, recommended by the voice of fame

and his country, to whom they delegated for a time the fupreme

adminiftration of peace and war. The compadl between the gover-

nor and the governed was fealed with oaths and fubfcriptions ; and

ihe duration of his power, the meafure of his ftipend, the nature of

*' Muratori (diiTert. xlii. torn. iii. p. 785

—

plidimi ordinis fenatiis, acclamatione P. R.

788.) haspublilheaan original treaty: Concor- publice Capitolio confiilentis. It is there we
dia inter D. noftrum papam Clementem III. find the difFerence of fenatores confiliarii and
ct fenatores populi Romani fuper regalibus et fimple fenators (Muratori, differt.xlii. tom.iii.

aliis dignitatibus urbis, &c. anno 44° fena- p. 7S7—789.)•

tus. The fenate fpeaks, and fpeaks with ** Muratori (diflert. xlv. tom.iv. p. 64

—

authority : Reddimus ad prxfens habe- 92.) has fully explained this mode of govern-

bimus dabitis preibyteria. .. .jurabimus ment; and the Occulus Pafloralis, which he

pacem et fidelitatem, &c. A chartula de has given at the end, is a treatife or fermon
Tenimentis Tufculani, dated in the 47''' year on the duties of thefe foreign magiilrates.

of the fame aera, and confirmed decreto am-

3 2 their
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their mutual obligations, were defined with fcrupulous preclfion.

They fwore to obey him as their lawful fuperior: he pledged his

faith to unite the indifference of a ftranger with the zeal of a pa-

triot. At his choice, four or fix knights and civilians, his affeflbrs

in arms and juftice, attended the *\ who maintained at his

own expence a decent retinue of fervants and horfes : his wife, his

fon, his brother, who might bias the affections of the judge, were

left behind ; during the exercife of his office he was not permitted

to purchafe land, to contrad: an alliance, or even to accept an invi-

tation in the houfe of a citizen ; nor could he honourably depart

till he had fatisfied the complaints that might be urged againft his

government.

Branca!eone, It was thus, about the middle of the thirteenth century, that the
A. D.

1252—1258. Romans called from Bologna the fenator Brancaleone ", whofe fame

and m.erit have been refcued from oblivion by the pen of an Engliih

hiilorian. A juft anxiety for his reputation, a clear forefight of the

difficulties of the tailc, had engaged him to refufe the honour of their

choice : the ftatutes of Rome were fufpended, and his office pro-

longed to the term of three years. By the guilty and licentious he

was accufed as cruel ; by the clergy he was fufpeded as partial ; but

the friends of peace and order applauded the firm and upright ma-

giftiate by whom thofe bleffmgs were reftored. No criminals were

fo powerful as to brave, fo obfcure as to elude, the juftice of the fe-

nator. By his fentence two nobles of the Annibaldi family were

executed on a gibbet ; and he inexorably demoliihed, in the city

and neighbourhood, one hundred and forty towers, the ftrong ffiel-

ters of rapine and mifchief. The bifliop, as a fimple billiop, was

*' In the Latin wiiters, at leailof the filver in the Hiftoria Major of Matthew Paris,

age, the title of Pe/i/iaj was transferred from p. 741. 757. 792. 797. 799. 810. 823. 833.

the office to the magillrate : 836. 840. The multitude of pilgrims and

Hujus qui ttahUur pratextam fumsre mavis. fuitors connefled Rome and St. Alban's; and

An FiJonarum Gabioiujii^ue eH'e ft/i/Jas. the refentment cf the Engliih clergy prompted
(Juvenal. Satir. x. 99.) them to rejoice whenever the popes were

*' See the life and death of Brancaleone, humbled and oppreifed,

17 compelled
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compelled to refide in his dioccie ; and the ftandard of Brancaleone

was difplayed in the field with terror and effefl. His feryices were

repaid by the ingratitude of a people unworthy of the happinefs

which they enjoyed. By the public robbers, whom he had pro-

voked for their fake, the Romans were excited to depofe and im-

prifon their benefador ; nor would his life have been fpared, if

Bologna had not poiTeflfed a pledge for his fafety. Before his de-

parture, the prudent fenator had required the exchange of thirty

boftages of the nobleft families of Rome : on the news of his

danger, and at the prayer of his wife, they were more ftridly

guarded ; and Bologna, in the caufe of honour, fuftained tha

thunders of a papal interdi(£t. This generous refiftance allowed the

Romans to compare the prefent with the part ; and Brancaleone was

conduced from the prifon to the Capitol amidft the acclamations of

a repentant people. The remainder of his government was firm

and fortunate ; and as foon as envy was appeafed by death, his head,

enclofed ia a precious vafe, was dcpofited on a lofty column of

marble "'.

The impotence of reafon and virtue recommended in Italy a more: charles of

efFe£lual choice : inftead of a private citizen, to whom they yielded '

""a" d
a voluntary and precarious obedience, the Romans elected for their '265—1278.

fenator fome prince of independent power, who could defend them

from their enemies and themfelves. Charles of Anjou and Pro-

vence, the moil ambitious and warlike monarch of the age, ac:-

cepted at the fame time the kingdom of Naples from the pope, and

the office of fenator from the Roman people '^ As he pafled

through

*? Matthew Paris thus ends his account: juftitiae imitator et amator (p. 840.)• A bio-

Caput vero ipfius Brancaleonis in vafe pre- grapher of Innocent IV. (Muratori, Script,

tiofo fuper marmoream columnam collocatum, torn. iii. P. i. p. 591, 592.) draws a lefs fa-

in fignum fui valoris et probitatis, quaii vourable portrait of this Ghibelline fenator.

reliquias, fuperftitiofe nimis et pompofe fuilu- 1° The eledion of Charles of Anjou to the

lerunt. Fuerat enim fuperborum potentum office of perpetual fenator of Rome, is men-
et malefaiiorum urbis malleus et exllirpator, tioned by the hiftorians in the !'"" volume of

et populi proteiflor et defenfor, veritatis et the Colleilion of Muratori, by Nicholas de

JamfiUa
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through the city, in his road to vi£lory, he received their oath oi'

allegiance, lodged in the Lateran palace, and fmoothed in a ihort

vifit the harfli features of his defpotlc charailer. Yet even Charles

was expofed to the inconftancy of the people, who faluted with tlie

fame acclamations the paiTage of his rival, the unfortunate Conradin;

and a powerful avenger, who reigned in the Capitol, alarmed the

fears and jealoufy of the popes. The abfolute term of his life was

fuperfeded by a renewal every third year ; and the enmity of Ni-

cholas the third obliged the Sicilian king to abdicate the government

of Rome. In his bull, a perpetual law, the Imperious pontiiF af-

ferts the truth, validity, and ufe, of the donation of Conftantine,

not lefs eifential to the peace of the city than to the independence of

the church ; eftabliihes the annual eledlion of the fenator ; and

formally difqualifies all emperors, kings, princes, and perfons of an

Pope Mar- eminent and confpicuous rank ". This prohibitory claufe was re-

A. D.1281. pealed in his own behalf by Martin the fourth, who humbly foli-

cited the fuffrage of the Romans. In the prefence, and by the

authority, of the people, two eleilors conferred, not on the pope,

but on the noble and faithful Martin, the dignity of fenator, and

the fupreme adminiftration of the republic '\ to hold during his na-

tural life, and to exercife at pleafure by himfelf or his deputies.

The emperor About fifty years afterwards, the fame title was granted to the em-
Lewis of Ba- / _ _

°

varia, peror Lewis of Bavaria ; and the liberty of Rome was acknow-
A. D I "2S^" ' ledged by her two fovereigns, who accepted a municipal office in

the government of their own metropolis.

AddrefTes of In the firil moments of rebellion, wlien Arnold of Brefcia had in-

ewpeiors. flamed their minds againft the church, the Romans artfully laboured

Jamfilla (p. 592.), the monk of Padua by the Catholics, or at leail by the Papiftj,

(p. 724.), Sabas Malafpina (l.ii. c.9. p. Sou.), as a facreJ and perpetual law.

and Ricordano Malefpini (c. 177. p. 999.). *^ I am indebted to Klcury (Hift. Ecclef.

'' The high-founding bull of Nicholaslll. torn, xviii. p. 506.) for an extract of this Ro-
which founds his temporal fovcreignty on the man ait, which he has taken from the Eccle-

donation of Conliantine, is fti 11 extant ; and fiallical Annals of Odericus Raynaklus, A. D.
as it has been inferted b) Boniface VIII. in 1281, " 14, 15.

the Sixie of the Decretals, it mull be received

to
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fo conciliate the fiwour of the empire, and to recommend their C a

merit and lervices in the caufe of CiEfai-. The ilyle of their ambaf-

fadors to Conrad the third and Frederic the firft, is a mixture of flat-

tery and pride, the tradition and the ignorance of their own hif-

tory". After fome complaint of his filence and negleot, they ex-

hort the former of thefe princes to pafs the Alps, and afllime from

their hands the Imperial crown. " We befeech your majefty, not

" to difdain the humility of your fons and vaiTals, not to liften to

" the accufations of our common enemies ; who calumniate the

" fenate as hoftile to your throne, who fow the feeds of difcord

" that they may reap the harveft of deftrudlion. The pope and the

" Sic'iUan are united in an impious league to oppofe oi/r liberty and
" your coronation. AVith the blelTmg of God, our zeal and courage
*' has hitherto defeated their attempts. Of their powerful and fac-

" tious adherents, more efpecially the Frangipani, we have taken

" by affault the houfes and turrets : fome of thefe are occupied by
" our troops, and fome are levelled with the ground. The Milvian

" bridge, which they had broken, is reftored and fortified for your
" fafe paflage ; and your army may enter the city without being

** annoyed from the caille of St. Angelo. All that we have done,.

" and all that we defign, is for your honour and fervice, in the loyal

*' hope, that you will fpeedily appear in perfon, to vindicate thofe

" rights which have been invaded by the clergy, to revive the di»•-

" nity of the empire, and to furpafs the fam.e and glory of your

" predeceifors. May you fix your refidence in Rome, the capital

" of the world
;
give laws to Italy, and the Teutonic kingdom ; and

" imitate the example of Gonftantine and Juftinian'", who by the

" vigour
s' Thefe letters and fpeeches are preferved rad. and Frederic I. He has left, ia

by Otho bilhop of Frifingen (Fabric. Bibliot. feven books, a Chronicle of the Times'; in

Lat. med. et infim. torn. v. p. i86, 187.), two, the Gefta Frederici 1. the lail of which
perhaps the nobleft of hiftorians: he was fon is inferted in the vl''' volume of Muratori's
of Leopold marquis of Auftria, his mother, hiftorians.

Agnes.wasdaughteroftheemperorHenrylV. '* We defire (faid the ignorant Romans)
and he was half-brother and uncle to Con- to reftore the empire in euro ftatum, quo fuit

^" timpore
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C A P. « vigour of the fenate and people obtained the fceptre of the

,-,-—.^ " earth"." But thefe fplendid and fallacious vviflies were not che-

rifhed by Conrad the Franconian, Vvdiofe eyes were fixed on the

Holy Land, and who died without vifiting Rome foon after his re-

turn from the Holy Land,

Frederic I. His ncplicw and fucceiTor Frederic BarbaroiTa, was more ambi-

^ *

tious of the Imperial crown ; nor had any of the fucceiTors of Otho

acquired fuch abfolute fway over the kingdom of Italy. Surrounded

by his ecclefiaftical and fecular .princes, he gave audience in his camp

at Sutri to the ambaffadors of Rome, who thus addreifed him in a

free and florid oration :
" Incline your ear to the queen of cities

.;

" approach with a peaceful and friendly mind the precinils of

" Rome, which has call away the yoke of the clergy, and is impa-

" tient to crown her legitimate emperor. Under your aufpicious

" influence, may the primitive times be refl:ored. Afiert the prero-

*' gatives of the eternal city, and reduce under her monarchy, the

*' infolence of the world. You arc not ignorant, that, in former

" ages, by the wifdom of the fenate, by the valour and difcipline

" of the eqiieftrian order, fne extended her vidorious arms to the

*' Eaft and Weil, beyond the Alps, and over the iflands of the

" ocean. By our fins, in the abfence of our princes, the noble in-

" fi:itution of the fenate has funk in oblivion : and with our pru-

" dence, our Rrength has likewiie decreafed. We have revived the

" fenate, and the equeftrian order ; the counfels of the one, the

*' arms of the other, will be devoted to your perfon and the lervlce

*' of the empire. Do you not hear the language of the Roman
" matron ? You were a gueft, I have adopted you as a citizen ; a

" Tranfalpine firanger, I have eleded you for my fovereign'*; and

*' given you mylelf, and all that is mine. Your firil and moft facred

-tempore Conrtantini et Juftlniani, qui totum 1. i. c. 28. p. 6(^2— 664.

orbem vigore fenatus et populi Romani fuis '* Hofpes eras, civem feci. Advena fuffti

itenuere manibus. exTranfalpinispanibus; principem eonJHtui.

-•" Otho frifing. de Geftls Frederici I.

" duty,

"--s^.
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" duty, is to fwear and fubfcrlbe, that you will ilied your blood ^ ^i ^ p.

" for the repubhc ; that you will maintain in peace and juftice, the v.—,- »

" laws of the city and the charters of your predeceflbrs ; and that

" you will reward with five thoufand pounds of filver the faithful

" feaators who fliall proclaim your titles in the Capitol. With the

" name, aiTume the charader, ofAuguftus." The flowers of Latin

rhetoric were not yet exhaufted ; but Frederic, impatient of their

vanity, interrupted the orators in the high tone of royalty and

conqueft. " Famous indeed have been the fortitude and wifdom

" of the ancient Romans : but your fpeech is not feafoned with

" wifdom, and I could wiih that fortitude were confpicuous in your
*' adions. Like all fublunary things, Rome has felt the viciffitudes

" of time and fortune. Your nobleft families were tranilated to the

*' Eaft, to the royal city of Conftantine ; and the remains of your

" ftrength and freedom have long fuice been exhaufted by the

" Greeks and Franks. Are you defirous of beholding the ancient

" glory of Rome, the gravity of the fenate, the fpirit of the knights,

*' the difcipline of the camp, the valour of the legions ? you will

" find them in the German republic. It is not empire, naked and
" alone, the ornaments and virtues of empire have likewife mi-
" grated beyond the Alps to a more deferving people": they will

" be employed in your defence, but they claim your obedience.

*' You pretend that myfelf or my predeceflbrs have been invited by

" the Romans : you miftake the word, they were not invited ; they

" were implored. From its foreign and domeftic tyrants, the city

" was refcued by Charlemagne and Otho, whofe aflies repofe in our

" country : and their dominion was the price of your deliverance.

" Under that dominion your anceftors lived and died. I claim by
" the right of inheritance and pofleflTion, and who ihall dare to ex-

" Non ceflic nobk nudum imperium, vir- Cicero or Livy would not linve rejeiteJ thefe

tute fua amiilum venit, ornamcnta fua fecum images, the eloquence of a Barbarian born

traxit. Penes nos funt confules tui, &c. and educated in the Here) nian forell.

Vol. VL 4 A " tort



546 THE DECLINE AND FALL

" tort you from my hands ? Is the hand of the Franks '' and Ger-

" mans enfeebled by age ? Am I vanqu'iflied ? Am I a captive ? Am
" I not encompafled with the banners of a potent and invincible

*' army? You impofe conditions on your mailer
;
you require oaths

:

*' if the conditions are juft, an oath is fuperfluous ; ifunjuft, it is

" criminal. Can you doubt my equity ? It is extended to the

" meaneft of my fubjedts. Will not my fword be uniheathed in

" the defence of the Capitol? By that fv^^ord the northern kingdom of

" Denmark has been reftored to the Roman empire. You prefcribe

" the meafure and the objeds of my bounty, which flows in a co-

" pious but a voluntary ftream. All will be given to patient merit;

" all will be denied to rude importunity"." Neither the emperor

nor the fenate could maintain thefe lofty pretenfions of dominion

and liberty. United with the pope, and fufpicious of the Romans,

Frederic continued his march to the Vatican : his coronation was

difturbed by a fally from the Capitol ; and if the numbers and valour

of the Germans prevailed in the bloody conflid:, he could not fafely

encamp in the prefence of a city of which he ftyled himfelf the fo-

vereign. About twelve years afterwards, he befiged Rome, to feat

an antipope in the chair of St. Peter ; and twelve Pifan gallies were

introduced into the Tyber : but the fenate and people were faved

by the arts of negociation and the progrefs of difeafe ; nor did

Frederic or his fuccefl'ors reiterate the hoilile attempt. Their labo-

rious reigns were exercifed by the popes, the crufades, and the in-

dependence of Lombardy and Germany ; they courted the alliance

of the Romans ; and Frederic the fecond offered in the Capitol the

great ftandard, the Carocdo of Milan'". After the extindion of the

houfe

5» Otho of Frifingen, who furely under- " Otho Frifing. de Geftis Frederici T.

flood the language of the court and diet of I. ii. c. 2Z. p. 720—723. Thefe original

Germany, fpeaks of the Franks in the xn'-*' and authentic afts I have tranflated and

century as the reigning nation (Proceres abridged with freedom, yet with fidelity.

Franci, equites Franci, manus Frantorum): *° From the Chronicles of Ricobaido and

he adds, however, the epithet of//. Francis Pipin, Muratori (diflert.xxvi. torn. ii.

P..492.)
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houfe of Swabia, they were baniflicd beyond the Alps ; and their C A P.

laft coronations betrayed the impotence and poverty of the Teutonic ,- _f

Caefars*'.

Under the reign of Adrian, when the empire extended from the ^^^fs of the

Romans
Euphrates to the ocean, from mount Atlas to the Grampian hills, againft the

a fanciful hiftorian *' amufed the Romans with the pidure of their hig^ckies!^"

infant wars. " There was a time," fays Floras, " when Tibur and

" Prsnefte, our fummer retreats, were the objeds of hoftile vows

" in the Capitol, when we dreaded the ihades of the Arician groves,

" when we could triumph without a bluil\ over the namelefs villages

" of the Sabines and Latins, and even Corioli could afford a title

" not unworthy of a viftorious general." The pride of his con-

temporaries was gratified by the contrail of the pail and the prefent:

they would have been humbled by the profpeit of futurity ; by the

predidlion, that after a thoufand years, Rome, defpoiled of empire

and contraded to her primoeval limits, would renew the fame hofti-

lities, on the fame grouYid which was then decorated with her villas

and gardens. The adjacent territory on either fide of the Tyber

was always claimed, and fometimes pofleffed, as the patrimony of St.

Peter ; but the barons aflumed a lawlefs independence, and the cities

too faithfully copied the revolt and difcord of the metropolis. In

the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, the Romans inceflantly laboured

p. 492.) has tranfcribed -this curious faft infcrizione, SiZ. to the fame piirpofe as the

with the doggrel verfes that accompanied the old infcription.

gift.
*' The decline of the Imperial arms and

Ave dccus orb; save' viflus tlbi deiVnor, ave

!

authority in Italy, is related with impartial

Currus ab Augufto Fredeiico Cs-fare jufto. learning in the Anna's of Muratori (tom.x,

Vae Mcdiolanum! jam fends I'pernerevanum HI, xii.) ; and the reader may compare his

Imperii vires, proprias tlbi tollere vires. narrative with the Hiftoire des Allemands
Ergo triuraphorum urbs potes memor effe priorum (to^_ Jjj^ j^,)^ |,y Schmidt, who has deferved
Quos tibi mitc.barit reges qui bella gercbant.

^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^f j^-^ countrymen.
Ne fi dee tacere (I now ufe the Italian DiiTer- ci Tibur nunc fuburbanum, et xllivxPra-
tationj, torn. i. p. 444.) che nell' anno 1727, nelledelicia^.nuncupatis in Capitolio votis pe-

una copia dedo Caroccio ih marmo dianzi tebantur. The whole pafluge of Florus (I. i.

ignoto fi fcopri nel Campidoglio, preflb alle c. 11.) may be read with pleafurc, and has

carcere di quel luogo, dove Sifto V. I'avca deferved the praife of a man of genius (CEu-

falto rinchiudere. Siava eflb pofto fopra vres de Montefquieu, torn. iif. p. 634, 635.

quatro cplenne di marmo fino colla fequente quarto edition).

4 A 2 to
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to reduce or deftroy the contumacious vaiTals of the church and fe-

nate ; and if their headftrong and felfiili ambition was moderated by

the pope, he often encouraged their zeal by the alliance of his fpi-

ritual arms. Their warfare was that of the firft confuls and difta-

tors, who were taken from the plow. They affembled in arms at

the foot of the Capitol ; fallied from the gates, plundered or burnt

the harvefts of their neighbours, engaged in tumultuary confiiol, and

returned home after an expedition of fifteen or twenty days. Their

fieges were tedious and unikilful : in the ufe of vidloiy, they in-

dulged the meaner paiTions of jealoufy and revenge ; and inftead of

adopting the valour, they trampled on the misfortunes, of their ad-

verfaries. The captives, in their fliirts, with a rope round their

necks, folicited their pardon : the fortifications and even the build-

ings of the rival cities were demoliihed, and the inhabitants were

fcattered in the adjacent villages. It was thus that the feats of the

cardinal biihops, Porto, Ofi;ia, Albanum, Tufculum, Prseneile, and

Tibur or Tivoli, vere fucceifively overthrown by the ferocious hof-

tility of the Romans". Of thefe"*, Porto and Oftia, the two keys

of the Tyber, are ftill vacant and defolate : the marihy and un-

wholefome banks are peopled with herds of buifalos, and the river

is loft to every purpofe of navigation and trade. The hills which

afford a ihady retirement from the autumnal heats, have again fmiled

with the bleifings of peace : Frefcati has arifen near the ruins of

Tufculum : Tibur or Tivoli has refumed the honours of a city^',

and the meaner towns of Albano and Paleftrina are decorated with

*^ Ne a fcritate Romanorum, ficut fuerant in the neighbourhood of Rome; and the

Hollienfts, Portuenfes, Tufculanenfes, Al- more accurate defcription of which P. Efchi-

bananfes, Labicenfes, et nuper Tiburtini nard (Roma, 1750, in odlavo) has added to

deftruerentur (Matthew Paris, p. 757.). Thefe the topographical map of Cingolani.

events are marked in the Annals and Index *s Labat (torn. iii. p. 233.) mentions a

(the xviii•'" volume) of Muratori. recent decree of the Roman government,
' For the ftate or ruin of thefe fuburban which has feverely mortified the pride and

cities, the banks of the Tyber, &c. fee the poverty of Tivoli: in civitate Tiburtini non

lively pifture of the P. Labat (Voyage en vivitur civiliter.

Efpagne et en Italic), who had long refided

9 the
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the villas of the cardinals and princes of Rome. In the work of ^ " ^ P.

deftrudlion, the ambition of the Romans was often checked and re- v.—,,-—rf

pulfed by the neighbouring cities and their alUes : in the firft fiege

of Tibur, they were driven from their camp : and the battles of B^"'^ of
' ''

^

'
Tufculum,

Tufculum*" and Viterbo"' might be compared in their relative ftate A. D. 1167.

to the memorable fields of Thrafymene and Canns. In the firft of

thefe petty wars, thirty thoufand Romans were overthrown by a

thoufand German horfe, whom Frederic BarbaroiTa had detached to

the relief of Tufculum ; and if we number the flain at three, the

prifoners at two, thoufand, we ihall embrace the raoft authentic and

moderate account. Sixty-eight years afterward they marched againft j^^l"'^
°^

Viterbo in the ecclefiaftical ftate with the whole force of the city ; A. D. 1234.

by a rare coalition, tl.e Teutonic eagle was blended, in the adverfe

banners, with the keys of St. Peter ; and the pope's auxiliaries were

commanded by a count of Tholoufe and a biihop of Winchefter.

The Romans were difcomfited with fliame and flaughter ; but the

Engliih prelate muft have indulged the vanity of a pilgrim, if

he multiplied their numbers to one hundred, and their lofs in the

field to thirty, thoufand men. Had the policy of the fenate and the

difcipline of the legions been reftored with the Capitol, the divided

condition of Italy would have offered the faireft opportunity of a

fecond conqueft. But in arms, the modern Romans were not above,

and in arts, they were far if/(5w,.the common level of the neighbour-

ing republics. Nor was their warlike fpirit of any long continu-

ance ; after fome irregular fallies, they fubfided in the national

apathy, in the negledt of military inftitutions, and in the difgraceful

and dangerous ufe of foreign mercenaries.

" I depart from my ufual method, of '' Matthew Paris, p. 345. This biHiop

quoting only by the date the Annals of Mu- of Winchefter was Peter de Rupibus, who
ratori, in confideration of the critical balance occupied the fee thirty-two years (A. D. 1206

in which he has weighed nine contemporary — 1238), and is defcribed, by the Engliih

writers who mention the battle of Tufculum hiftorian, as a foldier and aftatefman (p. 178.

(tom.x. p. 42—44.). 399.).

Ambition
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CHAP. Ambition is a weed of quick and early veg.-^tation in the vineyard
LXIX.

.

^ -^ of Ghrift. Under the firft Chriftian princes, the chair of St. Peter

of\he popes, was difputed by the votes, the venahty, the violence, of a popular

elecl;ion : the fan£tuaries of Rome were polluted with blood ; and,

from the third to the twelfth century, the church was diilradted by

the mifchief of frequent fchifms. As long as the final appeal was

determined by the civil magiftrate, thefe mifchiefs were tranfient

and local : the merits were tried by equity or favour ; nor could

the unfuccefsful competitor long difturb the triumph of his rival.

But after the emperors had been divefted of their prerogatives, after

a maxim had been eftabliflied, that the vicar of Chrift is amenable

to no earthly tribunal, each vacancy of the holy fee might involve

Chriftendom in controveriy and war. The claims of the cardinals

and inferior clergy, of the nobles and people, were vague and

litigious : the freedom of choice was over-ruled by the tumults of a

city that no longer owned or obeyed a fuperior. On the deceafe

of a pope, two fadions proceeded in different churches to a double

eledion : the number and weight of votes, the priority of time, the

merit of the candidates, might balance each other : the moil re-

fpedable of the clergy were divided ; and the diftant princes, who

bowed before the fpiritual throne, could not diftinguifli the fpurious,

from the legitimate, idol. The emperors were often the authors of

the fchifm, from the political motive of oppofmg a friendly to an

hoftlle pontiff; and each of the competitors was reduced to fuffer

the infults of his enemies, who were not awed by confcience ; and

to purchafe the fupport of his adherents, who were inftigated by

Rioht of the avarice or ambition. A peaceful and perpetual fucceffion was afcer-

eftiSed taincd by Alexander the third ", who finally aboliihed the tumultu-

by Alexan- ^^y votes of the clergv and people, and defined the right of eledion
der JJI. ' oj i

*' See Moftieim, Inftitut. Hift. Ecclefiart. preponderated by the weight gf genius and

p. ^oi. 4,03. Alexander himfelf had nearly learning which St. Bernard caft into the

been ihe viiliin of a contefted eledtion ; and fcale (fee his life and writings),

the doubtful merits of Innocent had only

A. D. 1 179.
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in the fole college of cardinals "'. The three orders of biihops, CHAP.
priefts, and deacons, were aflimilatcd to each other by this important \ --/

privilege : the parochial clergy of Rome obtained the firft rank in

the hierarchy ; they were indifferently chofen among the nations of

Chriftendom ; and the poffeilion of the richeft benefices, of the moft

important biihoprics, was not incompatible with their title and office.

The fenators of the Catholic church, the coadjutors and legates of

the fupreme pontiff, were robed in purple, the fymbol of martyrdom

or royalty ; they claimed a proud equality with kings ; and their

dignity was enhanced by the fmallnefs of their number, which, till

the reign of Leo the tenth, feldom exceeded twenty, or twenty-five,

perfons. By this wife regulation, all doubt and fcandal were re-

moved, and the root of fchifm was fo effeftually deftroyed, that in

a period of fix hundred years a double choice has only once divided

the unity of the facred college. But as the concurrence of two

thirds of the votes had been made neceffary, the ele£lion was often

delayed by the private intereft and pailions of the cardinals ; and

while they prolonged their independent reign, the Chriftian world

was left deftitute of an head. A vacancy of almoft three years had Inflitution

preceded the elevation of Gregory the tenth, who relolved to pre- dave by

vent the future abufe ; and his hull, after fome oppofition, has been '^^^..
confecrated in the code of the canon law '°. Nine days are allowed

for the obfequies of the deceafed pope, and the arrival of the abfent

cardinals : on the tenth, they are imprifoned, each with one do-

meftic, in a common apartment or conclave^ without any fepara-

tion of walls or curtains ; a fmall window is referved for the intro-

dufiion of necefl'aries ; but the door is locked on both fides, and

guarded by the magiilrates of the city, to feclude them from all

"' The• origin, titles, importance, drefs, his vicar, the dlfciples- of Chrift.

precedency, &c. of the Roman cardinal.-, '• See the bull of Gregory X. (appro-

are very ably difcuiTed by Thomaffin (Dif- bante facro concilio, in the 6'i.v/f of the Canon
cipline de I'Eglife, torn. i. p. 1262— izSj.) ; Law (1. i. tit. 6. c. 3.), a fupplement to tl»e

but their purple is now much faded. The Decretnls, which Boniface VIII. promulgated

facred college was raifed to the definite at Rome in 1 298, and addrcfled to all the

aomber of feventy-two, to reprefent, under univerfuies of Europe.

a corre-
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correfpondence with the world. If the eledion be not confummated

in three days, the luxury of their table is contradled to a fingle diih

at dinner and fupper ; and after the eighth day, they arc reduced

to a fcanty allowance of bread, water, and wine. During the va-

cancy of the holy fee, the cardinals are prohibited from touching

the revenues, or aiTuming, unlefs in fome rare emergency, the go-

vernment, of the church : all agreements and promifes among the

eledlors are formally annulled ; and their integrity is fortified by

their folemn oath and the prayers of the Catholics. Some articles of

inconvenient or fuperfluous rigour have been gradually relaxed, but

the principle of confinement is vigorous and entire: they are ftlll

urged, by the perfonal motives of health and freedom, to accelerate

the moment of their deliverance : and the improvement of ballot

or fecret votes has wrapt the ftruggles of the conclave " in the filky

veil of charity and politenefs '\ By thefe inftitutions, the Romans

were excluded from the eleftion of their prince and bifhop ; and in

the fever of wild and precarious liberty, they feemed infenfible of

the lofs of this ineilimable privilege. The emperor Lewis of Ba-

varia revived the example of the great Otho. After fome nego-

ciation with the magiftrates, the Roman people was affembled " in

the fquare before St. Peter's; the pope of Avignon, John the twenty-

fecond, v^as depofcd j the choice of his fucceffor was ratified by

' The genius of cardinal de Relz had a

right to paint a conclave (of 1655), \\\ hich

he was a fpeitator and an aitor (Memoiies,

torn. iv. p. i;; — 57.): but I am at a lofs to

appreciate the knowledge or authority of an

anonymous Italian, whofe hiilory (Conclavi

de' Pontifici Komani, in 4'°, 1667) has been

continued fince the reign of Alexander VII.

The accidental form of the work furniihes a

leffon, though not an antidote, to ambition,

l^'rom a labyrinth of intrigues, we emerge to

the adoration of the fuccefsful candidate: but

the next page opens with his funeral.

'* The e.\preiIions of cardinal de Retz are

pofitive and piilurefque: On y vec Jt toujours

enfemble avec le mcme refpecl, et la memc

civilire que I'ou obferve dans le cabinet des

rois, avec la meine politefle qu'on avoit dans

la cour de Henri III. avec la meme familia-

rite que Ton voit dans les colleges; avec la

meme modellie, qui fe remarque dans les

noviciats; et avec la niejne chariie, du mains

en apparence, qui pourroit etre entre des

frercs parfaitcment unis.

'^ Rechiefli per bando (fays John Villani)

fanatori di Roma, e 52 del popolo, et capi-

tani de' 25. e confoH (coiij'oli?), et 13 buone
huomini, uno per rione. Our knowledge is

too imperfeil to pronounce, how much of this

conftitution was temporary, and how much
ordinary and permanent. Yet it is faintly il-

lullrated by the ancient llatutes of Rome.

their
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their confent and applaufe. They freely voted for a new law. that chat.
LXIX

their biihop iliould never be abfent more than three months in the i ^—»

year, and two days journey from the city ; and that if he negleded

to return on the third fummons, the public fervant fliould be de-

graded and difmifled '*. But Lewis forgot his own debility and the

prejudices of the times : beyond the precinds of a German camp,

his ufelefs phantom was rejeded ; the Romans defpifed their own

workmanfhip j the antipope implored the mercy of his lawful Ib-

vereign "
; and the exclufive right of the cardinals was more firmly

eftabliihed by this unfeafonable attack.

Had the eledion been always held in the Vatican, the rights of Abfenceof

the fenate and people would not have been violated with impunity, tjie popes
'

- .

r y from Rome,
But the Romans forgot, and were forgotten, in the abfence of the

fucceiTors of Gregory the feventh, who did not keep as a divine

precept their ordinary refidence in the city and diocefe. The care

of that diocefe was lefs important than the government of the

univerfal church; nor could the popes delight in a city in which their

authority was always oppofed and their perfon was often endangered.

From the perfecution of the emperors, and the wars of Italy, they

efcaped beyond the Alps into the hofpitable bofom of France ; from

the tumults of Rome they prudently withdrew to live and die in

the more tranquil ftations of Anagni, Perugia, Viterbo, and the ad-

jacent cities. When the flock was offended or impoveriflied by the

abfence, of the fliepherd, they were recalled by a ftern admonition,

that St. Peter had fixed his chair, not in an obfcure village, but in

the capital of the world ; by a ferocious menace that the Romans

would march in arms to deftroy the place and people that ihould

'* Villani (1.x. c. 68— -i. in Muratori, is fluiluating and inconfiilent.

Script, torn. xiii. p. 641—645.) relates this '^ In the i^' volume of the Popes of Avig-

law, and the whole tranfailion, wiih much non, fee the fecond original Life of John
lefs abhorrence than the prudent Murato- XXII. p. 142— 145. the conteifion of the

ri. Any one converfnnt with the darker antipope, p. 145 — ijz. and the laborious

ages mull have obferved how much the notes of Baluze, p. 714, 715.

fenfe (I mean the nonfenfe) of fuperilition

Vol. VI. 4 dare
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C A P. dare to afford them a retreat. They recurned with timorous obe-

» V * dience ; and were faluted with the account of an heavy debt, of all

the lofles which their defertion had occafioned, the hire of lodgingSj^

the fale of provifions, and the various expences of fervants and

ilrangers who attended the court '°. After a ihort interval of peace,

and perhaps of authority, they were again banifhed by new tumults,

and again fummoned by the imperious or refpedful invitation of the

fenate. In thefe occafioaal retreats, the exiles and fugitives of the

Vatican were feldom long, or far, diilant from the metropolis ; but

in the beginning of the fourteenth century the apoftolic throne was

ti'anfported, as it might feem for ever, from the Tyber to the

Boni- Rhone : and the caufe of the tranfmigration may be deduced from
face VIII. .^ , , .

A. . the furious conteft between Boniface the eighth and the king of

France". The fpiritual arms of excommunication and iiiterdidl

were repulfed by the union of the three eilafes„and the privileges of

the Galilean church ; but the pope was not againflr the carnal:

weapons which Philip the Fair had courage to employ. As-

the pope rsfided at Anagni, without the fufpicion of danger, his

palace and perfon were aiTaulted by three hundred horfe, who had

been ffecretly levied by William of Nogaret, a French minifter, and

Sciarra Colonna,. of a noble but hoflile family of Rome. The car-

dinals fled ; the inhabitants of Anagni. were feduced from their

allegiance and gratitude y but the dauntlefs Boniface, unarmed and

'* Roman! autem non valentes nee vo- fidence ar>d abfence, it is-enough to refer to

lentes ultra fuam ceJare cupiditatem gravifli- the ecdefiaftical annalifts, Spondanus and

jnam contra papam rtiovere cteperunt quef- Fleury.

tionem, e>;igentes ab eo urgentiffime omnia '^ Biftdes the general hiftorians of the

qu.-E fubierant per ejus abfentiam dainna et church of Italy and of France, we poflefs a va-

jafturas, videlicet in hofpiciis locandis, in loabie treatife com pofed by a learned friend of

mercimoniis, in ufuris, ir) redditibus, in pro- Thuanus, which his laft and beft editors have

vifionibus, et in aliis modis innuinerabilibiis. publifhed in the appendix (Hiftoire particulierc-

Quod cum audidet papa, prajcordialiter in- du grand Difi'erend entrs Boniface VIII. et

gemuit et fe comperiens mu/cipulaium, &c. Philippe le Bel, par Pierre du Puis, torn. vii.

Matt. Psris, p. 757. For the ordinary hillory P. xi. p. 61—2.),
cf the popes, their life and death, their re-

alone.
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alone, feated hlmfelf in his chair, and awaited, Hke the confcript ^ ha p,

fathers of old, the fwords of the Gauls. Nogaret, a foreign ad- v.-—«—-/

'erfary, was content to execute the orders of his maftcr : by the

domeftic enmity of Colonna, he was infulted with words and

blows ; and during a confinement of three days his life was threat-

ened by the hardihips which they inflifted on the obftinacy which

they provoked. Their fti-ange delay gave time and courage to the

adherents of the church, who refcued him from facrilegious violencej

but his imperious foul was wounded in a vital part ; and Boniface

expired at Rome in a frenzy of rage and revenge. His memory is

ftained with the glaring vices of avarice and pride ; nor has the

courage of a martyr promoted this ecclefiaftical champion to the

honours of a faint ; a magnanimous finner (fay the chronicles of the

times), who entered like a fox, reigned like a lion, and died like a

dog. He was fucceeded by Benedidl the eleventh, the mildeft of

mankind. Yet he excommunicated the impious emiifaries of Philip,

and devoted the city and people of Anagni by a tremendous curfe,

vvhofe effeds are ftill vifible to the eyes of fuperftition ^\

After his deceafe, the tedious and equal fufpenfe of the conclave TranHarion

. -p of the holy

was fixed by the dexterity of the French fadion. A fpecious otter fee to

was made and accepted, that, in the term of forty days, they would aId^Tj'o^

ele£t one of the three candidates who ihould be named by their op-

ponents. The archbiihop of Bourdeaux, a furious enemy of his

king and country, was the firil on the lift ; but his ambition was

known ; and his confcience obeyed the calls of fortune and the com-

mands of a benefaitor, who had been informed by a fwift meifenger

that the choice of a pope was now in his hands. The terms were

regulated in a private interview ; and with fuch fpeed and fecrefy

was the bufinefs tranfaded, that the unanimous conclave applauded

'* It is difHcult to know whether Labat or vineyards, or olive-t/ees, are annually

(torn. iv. p. 53—57.) be in jeft or in earnell, blailed by nature, the obfeg^uious handmaid of

when he fuppofes that Anagni ftill feels the the popes,

weight of this curfe, and that the corn-uclds,

4 2 th«
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the elevation of Clement the fifth ". The cardinals of both parties

were foon aftonifhed by a fummons to attend him beyond the Alps

;

from whence, as they foon difcovered, they muft never hope to re-

turn. He was engaged, by promife and aiFedtion, to prefer the

refidence of France ; and, after dragging his court through Poitou

and Gafcogny, and devouring, by his expence, the cities and con-

vents on the road, he finally repofed at Avignon ^", which flouriihed

above feventy years*' the feat of the Roman pontiff and the metro-

polis of Chriftendom. By land, by fea, by the Rhone, the pofitlon

of Avignon was on all fides acceffible : the fouthern provinces of

France do not yield to Italy itfelf ; new palaces arofe for the accom-

modation of the pope and cardinals ; and the arts of luxury were

foon attracted by the treafures of the church. They were already

pofiefied of the adjacent territory, the Venaiffm county '^ a popu-

lous and fertile fpot ; and the fovereignty of Avignon was after-

wards purchafed from the youth and diftrefs of Jane, the firfl queea

of Naples and countefs of Provence,^ for the inadequate price of

fourfcore thoufand florins". Under the ihadov/ of the French mo-

narcliy,

's See in the Chronicle of Giovanni Vil- judgment of Muratori, are gravely refuted

lani (1. viii. c. 63, 64. 80. in Muratori, in Baluze's preface. The abbe de Sade is

torn, xiii.) 'heimprifonment of Boniface VlII diftrailed between the love of Petrarch ani>

and the eleilion^ of Clement V. the laft of of his country. Yet he modellly pleads,

which, like moll an'rdotes, is embarrafTed that many of the local inconveniencies of

with fome difficulties. Avignon are now removed ; and many of the

'" The original lives of the eight popes of vices againft which the poet declaim•!, had

Avignon, Clement V. John XXII. Bene- been imported with the Roman court by tlie

diaXIl. Clemen: VI. InnocentVI. Urban V.

Gregory XI. and Clement VII. are publifli-

ed by Stephen Baluze (Vitas Paparum Aveni-

onenfium ; Paris, 1693, vols, in 4'") with

copious and elaborate notes, and a fecond

volume of adls and documents. With the

true zeal of an editor and a patriot, he de-

llrangers of Italy (tom. i. p. 23— 28.).

'' The comtat Venaiilln «/as ceded to the

popes in 1273 by Philip III. king of France,

after he had inherited the dominions of the

count of Tholoufe. Forty years before, the

herefy of count Raymond had given them a
pretence of feizure, and they derived fome

voutly juftifies or excufes the charailers of his obfcure claim from the xi''' century to fome
countrymen. lands citra Rbodanum (Valefii Notitia Gal-
" The exile of Avignon is compared by liarum, p. 459. 610. Longuerue, Defcrip-

the Italians with Babylon, and the Babylonilh tion de la France, tom. i. p. 376— 381.).

captivity. Such furious metaphors, more '' If a polleflion of four centuries were not

fuitabie to the ardour of Petrarch than to the itfelf a title, fuch objeflions might annul the

bargain ;
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narthy, amidft an obedient people, the popes enjoyed an honour- C HAP,
able and tranquil ftate, to which they long had been ftrangers : but ^_ -, _,

Italy deplored their abfence ; and Rome, in folitude and poverty,.

might repent of the ungovernable freedom which had driven from

the Vatican the fucceffor of St. Peter. Her repentance was tardy

and fruitlefs : after the death of the old members, the facred college

was filled with French cardinals '\ who beheld Rome and Italy with

abhorrence and contempt, and perpetuated a feries of national, and

even provincial, popes, attached by the moil indiflbluble ties to their

native country.

The proerefs of induftry had produced and enriched the Italian Indltutlon of

., rLn•-!• • r 'he jubilee,

republics : the sera of their liberty is the molt nounlnmg period of or holy year,

population and agriculture, of manufactures and commerce ; and

their mechanic labours were gradually refined into the arts of ele-

gance and genius. But the pofition of Rome was lefs favourable,

the territory lefs fruitful ; the charadter of the inhabitants was de-

bafed by indolence and elated by pride ; and they fondly conceived

that the tribute of fubjeits mud for ever nourifli the metropolis of the

church and empire. This prejudice was encouraged in fome degree

by the refort of pilgrims to the ihrines of the apoftles ; and the Lift

kgacy of the popes, the inftitution of the holy Y£AR ^', was not

lefs beneficial to the people than to the clergy. Since the lofs of

Paleftine, the gift of plenary indulgences, which had been applied

bargain; but the purchafe-money mull be 1331, the pope refufed two candidates recom-
refunded, for indeed it was paid. Civita- mended by the king of France, quod xx. Car-
tem Avenionem emit per ejufmodi vendi- dinales, de quibus xvii. de regno Francia;
tionem pecunia rediindantes, &c. ("•^ Vita originem traxiife nofcuntur in memoraio col-
Clement. VI in Baluz. torn. i. p. 272. Mu- legio exiftant (Thomaffin, Difciplinede
ratori, Script, torn. iii. P. ii. p. 565.) The PEglife, torn. i. p. 1281.).
only temptation for Jane and her fecond huf- «s Our primitive account is from cardinal
band was ready money, and without it they James Caietan (Maxima Blbliot. Patrum,
could not have returned to the throne of torn, xxv.) ; and I am at a lofs to determine
N'P'^•'• whether the nephew of Boniface Vlll. be a
» Clement V. immediately promoted ten fool or a knave •. the uncle is a much clearer

cardinals, nine French and one Englifh charailer.

(Vita iv", p. 63. et Baluz. p. 625,&c.). In

9 to
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to the crufades, remained without an objed ; and the moil valuable

treafure of the church was fequeftered above eight years from public

circulation. A new channel was opened by the diligence of Boni-

face the eighth, who reconciled the vices of ambition and avarice
;

and the pope had fufficient learning to recoiled and revive the fecu-

lar games, which were celebrated in Rome at the conclufion of every

century. To found without danger the depth of popular credulity,

a fermon was feafonably pronounced, a report was artfully fcattered,

fome aged witneiTes were produced ; and on the firfl; of January of

the year thirteen hundred, the church of St. Peter was crowded with

the faithful, who demanded the aiflomary indulgence of the holy

time. The pontiff, who watched and irritated their devout impa-

tience, was foon perfuaded by ancient teftimony of the juftice of their

claim ; and he proclaimed a plenary abfolution to all Catholics who,

in the courfe of that year, and at every fimilar period, ihould re-

fpeftfully vifit the apoftolic churches of St. Peter and St. Paul. The

welcome found was propagated through Chriftendom ; and at firfl:

from the nearefl: provinces of Italy, and at length from the remote

kingdoms of Hungary and Britain, the highways were thronged

with a fwarm of pilgrims who fought to expiate their fins in a

journey, however coftly or laborious, which was exempt from the

perils of military fervice. All exceptions of rank or fex, of age or

infirmity, were forgotten in the common tranfport ; and in the ftreets

and churches many perfons were trampled to death by the eager-

nefs of devotion. The calculation of their numbers could not be eafy

iior accurate ; and they have probably been magnified by a dextrous

clergy, well apprifed of the contagion of example : yet we are af-

fured by a judicious hiftorian, who aififted at the ceremony, that

Rome was never repleniihed with lefs than two hundred thoufand

ftrangers j and another fpedator has fixed at two millions the total

eoncourfe of the year. A trifling oblation from each individual would

accumulate a royal treafure ; and two prieils itood night and day,

with
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with rakes in their hands, to colled, without counting, the heaps chap,
of gold and filver that were poured on the altar of St. Paul '*. It * ^

'

'

•
*

was fortunately a feafon of peace and plenty ; and if forage was

fcarce, if inns and lodgings were extravagantly dear, an inexhauft-

ible fupply of bread and wine, of meat and fiih, was provided by

the policy of Boniface and the venal hofpitality of the Romans.

From a city without trade or induftry, all cafual riches will fpeedily

evaporate : but the avarice and envy of the next generation folicited

Clement the fixth " to anticipate the diftant period of the century.

The gracious pontiff complied with their wiflies ; afforded Rome
this poor confolation for his lofs ; and juftlfied the change by the

name and prailice of the Moiaic Jubilee ". His fummons was J^^ Ce'cond

jubilee,

©beyedj and the number, zeal, and liberality, of the pilgrims did A. D. 1350.

not yield to the primitive feilival. But they encountered the triple

fcourge of war, peftilence, and famine : many wives and virgins

were violated in the caftles of Italy ; and many ftrangers were pil-

laged or murdered by the favage Romans, no longer moderated by

the prefence of their biihop *'. To the impatience of the popes we

may afcribe the fucceilive redudion to fifty, thirty-three, and twenty-

five, years ; although the fecond of thefe terms is commenfurate with:

the life of Chrift. The profufion of indulgences, the revolt of the

Proteftants, and the decline of fuperftition, have much diminiiliedi

the value of the jubilee : yet even the nineteenth and laft feftival:

was year of pleafure and profit to the Romans ; and a philofophic

f* See John Villani (1. viii. c. 36.) in the orum, Opp. lorn. iv. 1. iii. c. 14, 15. p. 151,

xji">, and the Chronicon Aflenfe, in the xi''' 152.), the fufpenfion of all care and labour,,

volume (p. 191,. 192.) of Murarori's CoIIec- the periodical releafe of lands, debts, fervi-

tion. Papa innunier<i. -lem pecuniam ab tade, &c. may feem a noble idea, but the-

eifdem acceplt, nam duo clerici, cum rnllris, execution would be imprailicable in ^ profane

i;c. republic; and 1 fnould be glad to learn that-

^1 The two bulls of Boniface VIII. and this ruinous feilival was obferved b)heJe^vill^^

Clement VI. are inferted in the Corpus Juris people.

Canonic! (Extravagant. Comraun. l.v. tit. Ia. *» See the Chronicle of Matteo Vili.ini

c I. 2•)• (I. i. c. 56.) in the xiv•'" volume of Muratoii,
" The fabbatic years and Jubilees of the and the Memoires fur la Vie de Petrarque,

Mofaiclaw (Car. Sigon. de RepublicaHebrac• torn. iii. p-^j— Sg.

faaiie.
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fmile will not difturb the triumph of the prieft or the happinefs of

the people *"<,

In the beginning of the eleventh century, Italy was expofed to

the feudal tyranny alike oppreffive to the fovereign and the people.

The rights of human nature were vindicated by her numerous re-

publics, who foon extended their liberty and dominion from the city

to the adjacent country. The fword of the nobles was broken ; their

flaves wej-e enfranch-ifed ; their caftles were demoliihed ; they aifumed

the habits of fociety and obedience ; their ambition was confined to

municipal honours, and in the proudeft ariftocracy of Venice or

Genoa, each patrician was fubjedl to the laws°'. But the feeble and

diforderly government of Rome was unequal to the taik of curbing

her rebellious fons, who fcorned the authority of the magiftrate

within and without the walls. It was no longer a civil contention

between the nobles and plebeians for the government of the flate

:

the barons aiTerted in arms their perfonal independence ; their

palaces and caftles were fortified againft a fiege ; and their private

quarrels were maintained by the numbers of their vaifals and re-

tainers. In origin and aiFeftion, they were aliens to their country'^:

and a genuine Roman, could fuch have been produced, might have

renounced thefe haughty ftrangers, who dlidained the appellation of

citizens, and proudly ftyled themfelves the princes, of Rome". After

a dark feries of revolutions, all records of pedigree were loft ; the

diftlndion of furnames was aboliftied ; the blood of the nations was

'° The fubjeft is exliaufted by M. Chais, 9'• As early as the year 824, the emperor

a French minitter at the Hague, in his Lettres Lothaire I. found it expedient to interrogate

Hifttiriques et Dogmatiques, fur les Jubiles the R.oman people, to learn from each in-

et Ics Indulgences ; la Hr.ye, 1751, 3 vols, dividual, by what national law he chofe to

in 12""°
; an elaborate and pleafing work, be governed (Muratori, Differt xxii.).

had not the author preferred the characler of "^ Petrarch attacks thefe foreigners, the

a polemic to that of a philofopher. tyrants of Rome, in a declamation or epiftle,

9' Muratori (Diilert. xlvii.) alleges the full of bold tfuthi and abfurd pedantry, in

Annals of Florence, Padua, Genoa, &c. which he applies the maxims, an.d even pre-

the analogy tf the rert, the evidence of Olho judices, of the old republic to the ftite of the'

of Frifingen (de Geft. Fred. I. I. ii. c.13.), xi\''' century (Memoires, torn. iii. p. 157—
and ihe fubmiffion of the marquii of Llle. 169.).

mingled
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tnlnc;led in a thoufand channels : and the Goths and Lombards, the C I».

LXIX
Greeks and Franks, the Germans and Normans, had obtained the »_ -. __/

faireft poffeffions by royal bounty, or the prerogative of valour.

Thefe examples might be readily prefumed : but the elevation of an

Hebrew race to the rank of fenators and confuls, is an event with-

out a parallel in the long captivity of thefe miferable exiles'*. In the

time of Leo the ninth, a wealthy and learned Jew was converted

to chriftianity ; and honoured at his baptifm with the name of his

godfather, the reigning pope. The Zealand courage of Peter the Family rf

fon of Leo were ilgnalifed in the caufe of Gregory the feventh,

who entrufted his faithful adherent with the government of Adrian's

mole, the tower of Crefcentius, or, as it is now called, the caille of

St. Angelo. Both the father and the fon were the parents of a nu-

merous progeny ; their riches, the fruits of ufury, were ihared with

the nobleil families of the city ; and fo extenfive was their alliance,

that the grandfon of the profelyte was exalted by the weight of his

kindred to the throne of St. Peter. A majority of the clergy and

people fupported his caufe ; he reigned feveral years in the Vatican,

and it is only the eloquence of St. Bernard, and the final triumph of

Innocent the fecond, that has branded Anacletus with the epithet of

antipope. After his defeat and death, the pofterity of Leo is no

longer confpicuous ; and none will be found of the modern nobles

ambitious of defcending from a Jewiih flock. It is not my dcfign

to enumerate the Roman families, which have failed at different

periods, or thofe which are continued in different degrees of fplendour

to the prefent time ". The old confular line of the Frangipaiii dif-

'* The origin and adventures of this Jewifh turned into a reproach againft the antipope.

Tamily are noticed by Pagi (Critica, torn. iv. 's Muratori has 'given two diflertationi

P• 435• A. D. 1124. N° 3, 4.), who draws (xli and x!ii.) to the names, furnamcs, and
his information from the Chronographus families of Italy. Some nobles, who glory

MaurigniacenHs, and Arnulphus Sagienfis in their domtflic fable», may be ofFended

de Schifmate (in Muratori, Script. Ital. with his firm and temperate criticifin ; yet

com. iii. P. i. p. 4.23— 432.). The fail muft furely fome ounces of pure gold are of mere
in fome degree be true ; yet 1 could wifti value than many pounds ba.t metaL
ihat it had been coolly related, before it was

Vol. VI. 4 C cover
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The Colon-

cover their name in the generous a£t of breaking or dividing bread

In a time of famine ; and fuch benevolence is more truly glorious'

than to have enclofed, with their allies the Coryi, a fpacious quarter

of the city in the chains of their fortifications : the SavcUi^ as it

ihould feem a Sabine race, have maintained their original dignity ;

the obfolete furname of the Capizucchi is infcribed on the coins of

the firft fenators ; the Cotit'i preferve the honour, without the eftate,

of the counts of Signia ; and the Atm'ibaldi mufi: have been very

ignorant, or very modeft, if they had not defcended from the Car-

thaginian hero '°.

But among, perhaps above, the peers and princes of the city, I

diftinguiih the rival houfes of Colonna and Ursini, whofe pri-»

vate ftory is an eflential part of the annals of modern Rome. L The

name and arms of Colonna'' have been the theme of much doubt-

ful etymology ; nor have the orators and antiquarians overlooked

either Trajan's pillar, or the columns of Hercules, or the pillar of

Chriil's flagellation, or the luminous column that guided the Ifraelites

in the defert. Their firft hiftorical appearance in the year eleven

hundred and four, attefls the power and antiquity, while it explains

the fimple meaning, of the name. By the ufurpation of Cava;, the

Colonna provoked the arms of Pafchal the fecond ; but they law-

fully held in the Campagna of Rome, the hereditary fiefs of Zagarola

'° The cardinal of St. George, in his

poetical, or rather metrical, hiftory of the

eleftion and coronation of Boniface VIII.

(Muratori, Script. Ital. torn. iii. P. i. p. 641,

&c.), defcribes the ilate and families of Rome
at the coronation of Boniface VIII. (A. D.

1295):
Intcrea titulis redlmitl fanguine et armis

Illuftrefque viri Romana a ftirpc trahentes

Nomen in emeritos tantae virtutis honores

Intulerant iiiiz medios feftumque colcbant

Aurata fulgentes toga fociante cattrva.

Ex ipfis devota domus praeftantis ab Vr%a

Xcclefia;, vultumque gercns demiffius altum

Fefla Co&mra jocis, nccnon SXttWia mitisj

Stephanides fenior, Comms, jimbalka proles,

Praefediufque urbis magnum fine viribus nomen.

(1. ii. c. 5. 100. p. 647, 648.).

The ancient ftatuces of Rome (I. iii. c. 59.

p. 17^, 175•) diftinguiih eleven families of

barons, who are obliged to fwenr in concilio

communi, before the fenator, that they would

not harbour or prottft any malefaftors, out-

Jaws, &c.— a feeble fecurity !

" It is pity that the Colonna themfelves

have not favoured the world with a complete

and critical hiftory of their illuftrious houfe.

I adhere to Muratori (Diflert. xlii. torn. iii.

p. 647, 648.}.

and
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and Colonna ; and the latter of thefe towns was probably adorned

with ibme lofty pillar, the relic of a villa or temple". They like-

wife pofleiTed one moiety of the neighbouring city of Tufculum

;

a ftrong prefumption of their defcent from the counts of Tufculum,

who in the tenth century were the tyrants of the apoftolic fee.

According to their own and the public opinion, the primitive and

remote fource was derived from the banks of the Rhine " ; and the

fovereigns of Germany were not ailiamed of a real or fabulous affi-

nity with a noble race, which in the revolutions of feven hundred

years has been often illuftrated by merit, and always by fortune '°°.

About the end of the thirteenth century, the moil: powerful branch

was compofed of an uncle and fix brothers, all confpicuous in arms,

or in the honours of the church. Of thefe, Peter was eleded fenator

of Rome, introduced to the Capitol in a triumphant car, and hailed

in fome vain acclamations with the title of Caefar; while John and

Stephen were declared marquis of Ancona and count of Romagna,

by Nicholas the fourth, a patron fo partial to their family, that he

has been delineated in fatirical portraits, imprifoned as it were in a

hollow pillar'"'. After his deceafe, their haughty behaviour pro-

voked the difpleafure of the moil implacable of mankind. The two

cardinals, the uncle and the nephew, denied the eledlion of Boniface

the eighth ; and the Colonna were oppreifed for a moment by his

*' Pandulph. Pifan. in Vit. Pafchal. 11. in confounded with the column. To maintain

Muratori, Script. Ital. torn. iii. P. i. p. 335. the Roman origin of the Colonna, it was in-

The family has ftsll great poiFeflions in the genioufly fuppofed (Diario di Monaldefchi,

Campagna of Rome; but they have alienated in the Script. Ital. torn. xii. p• 533•)» that a

to the Rofpigliofi this original fief o{ Colonna coufin of the emperor Nero efcaped from the

(E-fchinard, p. 258, 259.). city, and founded IVIentz in Germany.
99 Te longincjua dedit tellus et pafcua Rhcni, "'°

I cannot Overlook the Roman triumph

fays Petrarch; and, in 1 + 17, a duke of or ovation of Marco Antonio Colonna, who
Guelders and Juliers acknowledges (Lenfant, had commanded the pope's gallies at the

Hilt, du Concile de Conftance, torn. ii. naval vidlory of Lepanto (Thuan. Hill:. 1. 7.

p. 5^9.) his defcent from the anceftors of torn. iii. p. 55, 56. Muret. Gratio x. Opp.
Martin V. (Otho Colonna): but the royal torn. i. p. 180— igo.).

author of the Memoirs of Brandenburg ob- "" Muratori, Annsli d'ltalia, torn. x.

fcrves, that the fceplre in his arms has been p. 216. 220.

4 C 2 temporal
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temporal and fpirltual arras""'. He proclaimed a crufade againft his

perfonal enemies ; their eilates were coniifcated ; their fortrefles on

either fide of the Tyber were befieged by the troops of St. Peter

and thofe of the rival nobles ; and after the ruin of Paleftrina or

Praenefte,, their principal feat, the. ground was marked with a plough-

ihare, the emblem of perpetual defolation. Degraded, baniihed,

profcribed, the fix brothers, in difguife and danger, wandered over

Europe without renouncing the hope of deliverance and revenge.

In this double hope, the French court was their fureft afylum : they

pronlpted and direfted the enterprife of Philip ; . and I ihould praife

their magnanimity, had they refpeded the misfortune and courage of

the captive tyrant. His civil a£ls were annulled by the Roman

people, who reftored the honours and poifeiTions of the Colonna•;

and fome eftimate. may be formed of their wealth by their lofles, of

their loiTes by the damages of one hundred thoufand gold florins

which were granted them againft the accomplices and heirs of the

deceafed pope. All the fpiritual cenfures and difqualifications were

aboliihed'°' by his prudent fucceifors ; and the fortune of the houfe

was more firmly eftabliihed by this tranfient hurricane. Theboldnefs

of Sciarra Colonna was fignalifed in the captivity of Boniface ; and

long afterwards in the coronation of Lewis of Bavaria ; and by the

gratitude of the emperor, the pillar in their arms was encircled with

a royal crown. But the firft of the family in fame and merit was the

elder Stephen, whom Petrarch loved and efteemed as an hero fuperior

'" Petrarch's attachment to the Colonna, of Stephen to be now extinil.

has authorifed the abbe de Sade to expatiate '=" Alexander III. had declared the Co-

on the ftate of the family in the fourteenth lonna who adhered to the emperor Frede-

century, the perfecution of Boniface VIII. ric I. incapable of holding any ecclefiailical

the charaaer of Stephen and his fons, their benefice (Villani, l.v. c. l.)i and the laft

quarrels with the Urfini, &c. (Memoires llains of annual excommunication, were pu-

fur Petrarque, torn. i. p. 98— 110. 146 rified by Sixtus V. (Vita di Sifto V. torn. iii.

—148. 174— 176. 222— 230. 27;—280.) p. 416.). Treafon, facrilege, and profcrip,-

His criticifm often reftifies the hearfay llo- tion, are often the belt titles of ancient no-

ries of Villani, and the errors of the lefs bility.

diligent moderns, I underftand the branch

17 to
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to his own times, and not unworthy of ancient Rome, Perfecutlon C ,

and exile dilplayed to the nations liis abilities in peace and war; in « -v—

^

his diftrefs, he was an objed, not of pity, but of reverence ; the

afpeil of danger provoked him to avow his name and country : and

when he was aiked, " where is now your fortrefs ?" he laid his hand

on his heart, and anfwered^. " here." He fupported with tb-e

fame virtue the return of profperity ; and, till the ruin of his de-

clining age, the anceftorsj the charafta-, and the children of Stephen

Colonnai exalted his dignity in the Roman republic, and at the

court of Avignon. II. The Uriini migrated from Spoleto '"*
; and Urfmi.

the fons of Urfas, as they are ftyled in the twelfth century, from

fome eminent perfon who is only known as the father of their race.

But they were foon diftinguiflied among the nobles of Rome, by

the number and bravery of their kinfmen, the ftrength of their

towers, the honours of the fenate and facred college, and the eleva-

tion of two popes, Celeftin the third and Nicholas the third, of

their name and lineage '°'. Their riches may be accufed as an

early abufe of nepotifm : the eftatcs of St. Peter were alienated in

their favour by the liberal Celeftin'^" ; and Nicholas was ambitious

for their fake to folicit the aUiance of monarchs ; to found new

kingdoms in Lombardy and Tufcany ; and "to invert them with the

perpetual office of fenators of Rome. All that has been obferved of

the greatnefs of the Colonna, will likewife redound to the glory of.

'» Vallh te proxima mifit Cardincos apices necnon faftigia dudum

Appcnninigena qua prata virentia fylvae Papatus uer.ita tenens..

Spoletana metunt armenta gi-cgcs proteivi. Muratori (Diflert. xlii. tomi iii. p. . ) ob-

Monaldefchi (torn- xii. Script, ital. p• 53_v) i'erves, that the firft Urfini pontificate of

gives the Urfini a French origin, which may Celeftine III. was unknown: he is inclined

be remotely true. to read Ur progenies.

'"5 In the metrical life of Celeilin V. by "* Filii Urfi, quondam Cosleilini paps

the cardinal of St. George (Muratori, torn. iii. nepotes, de bonis ecdefix Romania diiati

Pi i. p. 613, &C.), we find aluminous, and (Vit. Innocent. III. in Muratori, Script,

not inelegant paflage (1. i. c. 3. p. 203, &c.): torn. iii. P. i.). The partial prodigality of

genuit quern nobilis Urfa: fC/r/?; Nicholas III. is more confpicuous in Villani

Progenies, Romana domus, veterataque magnis and Muratori. Yet the Urfiiii would dif-
Fafcibus in clero, pompafque experta fenatus, j„• .u l r j «
„ ,

- j-- . .
dain the nephews of a «iciif/-» pope.

Eellorumque manu grandi ftipata parentum ' ' '

the
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the Urfinl, their conftant and equal antagonlfts in the long heredi-

tary feud, which diftraded above two hundred and fifty years the

Their here- ecclefiaftical ftate. The jealoufy of pre-eminence and power was the
ditary feuds,

true ground of their quarrel ; but as a fpecious badge of diiHnaiion,

the Colonna embraced the name of Ghibelines and the party of the

empire ; the Urfini efpoufed the title of Guelphs and the caufe of

the church. The eagle and the keys were difplayed in their adverfe

banners ; and the two fadions of Italy moft furioufly raged when

the origin and nature of the difpute were long fmce forgotten'".

After the retreat of the popes to Avignon, they difputed in arms the

vacant republic : and the mifchiefs of difcord were perpetuated by

the wretched compromife of electing each year two rival fenators.

By their private hoftilities, the city and country were defolated, and

the fluduating balance inclined v^'ith their alternate fuccefs. But none

of either family had fallen by the fword, till the moft renowned

champion of the Urfmi was furprifed and flain by the younger

Stephen Colonna '°\ His triumph is ftained with the reproach of

violating the truce ; their defeat was bafely avenged by the aflailina-

tion, before the church door, of an innocent boy and his two fer-

vants. Yet the viftorious Colonna, with an annual colleague, wa's

declared fenator of Rome during the term of five years. And the

mufe of Petrarch infpired a wiih, a hope, a predidion, that the ge-

nerous youth, the fon of his venerable hero, would reftore Rome and

Italy to their priftine glory ; that his juftice would extirpate the

wolves and lions, the ferpents and hears^ who laboured to fubvert

the eternal bafis of the marble column '"'.

•°' In his li'tDiflertation on the Italian An- are lefs favourable to their arms,

tiquities, Miiratori explains the faftions of the "^» The abbe de Sade (torn. i. Notes,

Guelphs and Ghibelines. P• 61—66.) has applied the vi'•" Canzone of

">" Petrarch (torn. i. p. 222—230.) has Petrarch, S.irto Gentil, &c. to Stephen Co-

celebrated this viftory according to the Co- Ic.nna the younger :

lonna; but two contemporaries, a Florentine 0,/, lupi, Iconi, aquile e ferpi

iGiovanni Villani, 1. X. c. 220.), and a Ro- ^^

, ~ , a

man (Ludovico Monaldelchi, p. 533, 534•)»
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CHAP. LXX.

CharaSter and Coronation of Peirarch.—Refioration of

the Freedom and Government of Rome by the Tribune

Rienzi.—His Virtues aftd Vices ^ his Expulfon and

Death.—Return of the Popes from Avignon.—Great

Schifm of the Wefl.—Re-union of the Latin Church.

—Laf Struggles of Roman Liberty.—Statutes of

Rome.—Final Settlement of the Ecclefiafical State.

IN the apprehenfion of modern times, Petrarch ' is the Italian CHAP,
fongfter of Laura and love. In the harmony of his Tufcan rhymes, • '

Italy applauds, or rather adores, the father of her lyric poetry: and his . d. -c,

verfe, or at leaft his name, is repeated by the enthufiafm, or affeda- ]^""^ '^77.

tion, of amorous fenfibility. Whatever may be the private taite of a J'"'>' '9•

ftranger, his flight and fuperficial knowledge ihould humbly acquiefce

in the tafte of a learned nation: yet I may hope or prefume, that the

Italians do not compare the tedious uniformity of fonnets and elegies,

with the fublime compofitions of their epic mufe, the original wildnefs

of Dante, the regular beauties of TaiTo, and the boundlefs variety

of the incomparable Ariofto. The merits of the lover, I am ftill leis

qualified to appreciate : nor am I deeply interefted in a metaphyfical

pafllon for a nymph fo ihadovvy, that her exiftence has been quef-

' The Memoires fur la Vie de Fran9ois loft in the general hlllory of the age, and the

Petrarque (Amfterdam, 1764, 1767. 3 vols, author too often languifhes in the affedation

in 4'"), form a copious, original, and enter- of poliienefs and gallantry. In the preface to

taining work, 'a labour of love* compofed his firft volume, he enumerates and weighs

from the accurate ftudy of Petrarch and his twenty Italian biographers, who have pro-

contemporaries ; but the hero is too often fefledly treated of the fame fubjeit.

1

8

tioned
;
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LXX.

tloned ^ ; for a matron fo prolific \ that flie was delivercJ of eleveu

legitimate children*, while her amorous fwain lighed and fung at the

fountain of Vauclufe \ But in the eyes of Petrarch, and thofe of

his graver contemporaries, his love was a fin, and Italian verle a

frivolous amufement. His Latin works of philofophy, poetry, and

eloquence, eftabliihed his ferieus^reputation, which was foon difful'ed

from Avignon over France and Italy : his friends and difciples were

miiitipiied in every city ; and if the ponderous volume of his writ-

ings * be now abandoned to a long repole, our gratitude mufl ap-

plaud the man, who by precept and example revived the fpirit

and ftudy of the Auguftan age. From his earlieft youth, Petrarch

afpired to the poetic erown. The academical honours of the

three faculties had introduced a royal degree of mafter or doftor in

the art of poetry'; and the title of poet-laureat, which cuilom,

rather than vanity, perpetuates in the Engliih court ^, was firft in-

vented

^ The allegorical interpretation prevailed

in the xv'•" century; but the wife commenta-

tors were not agreed whether they ihould un-

derftand by Laura, religion, or virtue, or the

bleiTed Virgin, or . See the prefaces to

the i" and ii'' volume.

^ Laure de Noves, born about ihe year

1307, was married in January 1325 to Hugues

de Uade, a noble citizen of Avignon, whofe

jealoufy was not th-e efFedl of love, fince he

married a fecond wife within feven months

of her death, which happened the 6''^ of

April 1348, precifely one-and-twenty years

after Petrarch had feen and loved her.

* Corpus crebris partubus exhauftum; from
one of thefe is ilTued, in the tenth degree,

the abbe de Sade, the fond and grateful

biographer of Petrarch ; and this domellic

motive moft probably fuggefted the idea of

his work, and urged him to enquire into every

circumftance that could affefl the hiilory and

charafler of his grandmother (fee particularly

tom.i. p. 122— 133. notes, p. 7—58, tom.ii.

P• +55—495• "°'• P• 76-82.)•
5 Vauclufe, fo familiar to our Englifh

travellers, is defcribed from the writings of

Petrarch, and the local knowledge of his

biographer (Memoires, tom.i. p. 340—359•).

It was, in truth, the retreat of an hermit;

and the moderns are much miftaken, if they

place Laura and an happy lover in the grotto.

* Ofi2iopages, in a clofe print, atBafil

in the '•" century, but without the date of

the year. The abbe de Sade calls aloud for a

new edition of Petrarch's Latin works; but 1

much doubt whether it would redound to the

profit of the bookfeller, or the amufement

of the public.

' Confult Selden's Titles of Honour, in

his works (vol. iii. p. 457—466.). An
hundred years before Petrarch, St. Francis

received the vifit of a poet, qui ab impera-

tore fuerac coronatus et exinde rex verfuum

diiilus.

' From Auguftus to Louis, the mufe has

too often been falfe and venal : but I much
doubt whether any age or court can produce

a fimilar eftablilhment of a ilipendiary poet,

who in every reign, and at all events, is

bound 10 furnifh twice a year a meafure of

praife
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vented by the Caefars of Germany. In the mufical games of anti-

quity, a prize was beftowed on the vi£tor ' : the bchef that Virgil

and Horace had been crowned in the Capitol, inflamed the emulation

of a Latin bard
'°

; and the laurel " was endeared to the lover by a

verbal refemblance with the name of liis miftrefs. The value of

either objeft was enhanced by the difficulties of the purfuit ; and if

the virtue or prudence of Laura was inexorable '\ he enjoyed, and

might boaft of enjoying, the nymph of poetry. His vanity was

not of the moft delicate kind, fince he applauds the fuccefs of his

own labours ; his name was popular ; his friends were adive ; the

open or fecret oppofition of envy and prejudice, Vv'as furmounted by

the dexterity of patient merit. In the thirty-fixth year of his age, he

was folicited to accept the objedl of his wiilies : and on the fame

day, in the folitude of Vauclufe, he received a fimilar and folemn

invitation from the fenate of Rome and the univerfity of Paris.

The learning of a theological fchool, and the ignorance of a lawlefs

city, were alike unqualified to beftow the ideal though immortal

wreath which genius may obtain from the free applaufe of the

praife and verfe, fuch as may be Tung in the

chapel, and, I believe, in the prefence, of the

fovereign. I fpeak the more freely, as the

beft time for abolifhing this ridiculous cullom,

js while the prince is a man of virtue, and the

poet a man of genius.

' Ifocrates (in Panegyrico, tom. i. p. Il6,

117. edit. Battie, Cantab. 1729) claims for his

native Athens the glory of firll inftituting and

recommending the ayaia; x^t , ^iytTci

(*>^ ^Vfiur, ^, ,
.-. The example of the Panathensea was

imitated at Delphi; but the Olympic games

were ignor.int of a muilcal crown, till it was

extorted by the vain tyranny of Nero (Sueton.

in Nfrone, c. 23. ; Philoftrat. apud Cafaubon

ad locum; Dion CaiSus, orXiphilin, 1. Ixiii.

p. 1032. 1041. Potter's Greek Antiquities,

vol. i. p. 4+5. 450)•
'° The Capitoline games (certamen quin-

quenale, m-uficum, equeflre, gymnicum), were

inilituted by Domitian (Sueton. c. 4.) in the

Vol, VI. 4

year of Chrift 86 (Cenforin. de Die Natali,

c. iS. p. loo. edit. Havercamp), and were

not aboliftied in the iv'"" century (Aufonius

de ProfeiToribus Burdegal. V.). If the crown

were given to fuperior merit, the exclufion of

Statius (Capitolia nollra; inficiata lyrse, Silv.

1. iii. V. 31.) may do honour to the games of

the Capitol; but the Latin poets who lived

before Domitian were crowned only in the

public opinion.

" Petrarch and the fenators of Rome were

ignorant that the laurel was not the Capitoline,

but the Delphic, crown (Plin. Hiil. Natur.

XV. 39. Hift. Critique de la Republique des

Lettres, tom.i. p. i;;o— 220.). The viilors

in the Capitol were crowned with a garland

of oak leaves (Martial, 1. iv. epigram 54•)•

'^ The pious grandfon of Laura has la-

boured, and not without fuccefs to vindicate

her immaculate chaility againrt the cenfiires

of the grave and the fneers of the profane

(tom. ii. notes, p. 76—82.).

D public
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public and of pofterity : but the candidate difmifled this troublefome

reflediion, and, after fome moments of complacency and fufpenfe,

preferred the fummons of the metropolis of the world.

1 lis poetic The ceremony of his coronation " was performed in the Capitol,
coronation at

, ,. ^, , , , /- - r •
Kome, by his mend and patron the lupremc magircrate or the republic.

April 8.
' Twelve patrician youths were arrayed in fcarlet ; fix reprefentatives

of the moft illuftrious families, in green robes, with garlands of

flowers, accompanied the proceffion ; in the midft of the princes and

nobles, the fenator, count of Anguillara, a kinfman of the Colonna,

affumed his throne ; and at the voice of an herald Petrarch arofe.

After difcourfing on a text of Virgil, and thrice repeating his vows

for the profperity of Rome, he knelt before the throne and received

from the fenator a laurel crown, with a more precious declaration,

" This is the reward of merit." The people ihouted, " Long life

" to the Capitol and the poet !" A fonnet in praife of Rome was

accepted as the eflufion of genius and gratitude ; and after the whole

proceffion had vifited the Vatican, the profane wreath was fufpended

before the flirine of St. Peter. In the adt or diploma '* which was

prefented to Petrarch, the title and prerogatives of poet laureat are

revived in the Capitol, after the lapfe of thirteen hundred years

;

and he receives the perpetual privilege of wearing, at his choice, a

crown of laurel, ivy, or myrtle, of affuming the poetic habit, and

of teaching, difputing, interpreting, and compofing, in all places

whatfoever, and on all fubjeds of literature. The grant was rati-

fied by the authority of the fenate and people ; and the charaiter

of citizen was the recompenfe of his aifedion for the Roman name.

They did him honour, but they did him juftice. In the familiar

foclety of Cicero and- Livy, he had imbibed the ideas of an ancient

'^ The whole proceis of Petrarch's corona- without mixing in this authentic narrative

tion is accurately defcribed by the abbe de the more recent fables of Sannuccio Delbene.

Sade (torn. i. •425—435. torn. ii. p. i— 6. '* The original aft is printed among the

notes, p. I— 13.) from his own writings, and Pieces Juftificatives in the Memoires fur

the Roman Diary cf Ludovico Monaklefchi, Fetrarque, tom.iii. p. 50—53.

patriot

;
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patriot ; and his ardent fancy kindled every idea to a fentiment, CHAP.
and every fentiment to a paiTion. The afpe£t of the feven hills —.—

'uj»

and their majeftic ruins, confumed thcfe lively impreillons ; and he

loved a country by whofe liberal fpirit he had been crowned and

adopted. The poverty and debafement of Rome excited tlie indig-

nation and pity of her grateful fon : he diflembled the faults of his

fellow-citizens ; applauded with partial fondnefs the laft of their

heroes and matrons ; and in the remembrance of the part, in the

hope of the future, was pleafed to forget the miferies of the prefent

time. Rome was ilill the lawful miftrefs of the world : the pope

and the emperor, her biihop and general, had abdicated their ftation

by an inglorious retreat to the Rhone and the Danube ; but if ihe

could refume her virtue, the republic might again vindicate her

liberty and dominion. Amidft the indulgence of cnthufiafm and

eloquence '\ Petrarch, Italy, and Europe, were aftoniihed by a revo-

lution which realized for a moment his moil fplendid vifions. The

rife and fall of the tribune Rienzi will occupy the following pages'*:

the fuhjedt is intereiting, the materials are rich, and the glance of a

patriot-bard" will fometimes vivify the copious, but fimple, narrative

of the Florentine ", and more efpecially of the Roman ", hiftorian.

In

" To find the proofs of his enthufiafm for hiftorian (Fabricius,BibIiot. Latin, med.^vj,
Rome, I neeJ only requeft that the reader torn. iii. p. 273. torn. iv. p. 85.).

would open, by chance, either Petrarch, or '' The abbe de Sade, who fo freely expa-

his French biographer. The latter has de- tiates on the hiftory of the xi\''' century,

fcribed the poet's firft vilit to Rome (torn. i. might treat, as his proper fubjefl, a revolu-

p. 323—335•)• "' '" the place of much tion in which the heart of Petrarch was Co

idle rhetoric and morality, Petrarch might deeply engaged (Memoires, tom. ii. p. 50,

have amufed the prefent and future age with 51. 320—417. notes, p. 70—76. tom. iii.

an original account of the city and his coro- p. 221— 243. 366— 375•)• Not an idea or a

nation. fail in the writings of Petrarch has probably

" It has been treated by the pen of a Je- efcaped him.

fuit, the P. du Cer^ean, whofe pofthumous " Giovanni Villani, 1. xii. c. 89. 104. in

work (Conjuration de Nicolas Gabrini, dit de .• Muratori, Rerum Italicarum Scriptores, tom.

Rienzi Tyran de Rome, en 1347) was pub- xiii. p. 969, 970. 981—983.

lilhcd at Paris 1748, in "". 1 am indebted 's In his "* volume of Italian Antiquities

to him for fome fafts and documents in John (p. 249— 548.), Muratori has inferted the

Kocfemius, cinon of Liege, a contemporary Fragmenta Hillorix Romanx ab Anno 1327

4 D 2 ufque



572 THE DECLINE AND FALL

In a quarter of the city which was inhabited only by mechanics

and Jews, the marriage of an innkeeper and a waiherwoman pro-

ra'aer, and duced the future deliverer of Rome ". From fuch parents Nicholas

^^' Rienzi Gabrlni could inherit neither dignity nor fortune ;
and the

Rienzi.
gjfj. q£ ^ liberal education, which they painfully beftowed, was the

caufe of his glory and untimely end. The iludy of hiftory and

eloquence, the writings of Cicero, Seneca, Livy, Csefar, and Va-

lerius Maximus, elevated above his equals and contemporaries the

genius of the young plebeian : he perufed with indefatigable dili-

gence the manufcrlpts and marbles of antiquity ; loved to dlfpenfe

his knowledge in familiar language ; and was often provoked to ex-

claim, " Where are now thefe Romans ? their virtue, their juftice,

" their power ? why was I not born in thofe happy times " ?"

When the republic addreffed to the throne of Avignon an embafly

of the three orders, the fpirit and eloquence of Rienzi recom-

mended him to a place among the thirteen deputies of the commons.

The orator had the honour of haranguing pope Clement the fixth,

and the fatisfailion of converfmg with Petrarch, a congenial mind

:

but his afpiring hopes were chilled by difgrace and poverty ; and

ufque ad Annum 1354, in tlie original dia- the ii*' booii of the hiftory in xxxviii fmaller

ledt of Rome or Naples in the xiv'*" century, chapters or fedllons.

and a Latin verfion for the benefit of ftrangers. " The reader may be pleafed with a fpe-

It contains the moil particular and authentic cimen of the ori'^inal idiom : Fo da foa ju-

life of Cola (Nicholas) di Rienzi; which had ventutine nutricato di latte de eloquentia,

been printed at Bracciano 1627, in 4'°, under bono gramatico, megliore rettuorico, au-

the name of Tomafo Fortifiocca, who is only torilla bravo. Deh como et quanto era ve-

nientioned in this work as having been pu- loceleitore! moito ufava Tito Livio, Seneca,

nifhed by the tribune for forgery. Human et Tullio, et Balerio Maflimo, moito Ii di-

natureis fcarcely capable of fuch fublime or lettava le magnificentie di Julio Cefare rac-

ftupid impartiality: but whofoever is the au•• contare. Tutta la die fe fpeculava negl'

thor of thefe Fragments, he wrote on the fpot intagli di marmo lequaii iaccio intorno Roma,

and at the time, and painis, without defign Non era altri che eflb, che fjpefle lejere Ii

or art, the manners of Rome and the cha- antichi pataffii. Tutte fcritture antiche vul-

railer of the tribune. garizzava; queffe fiure di marmo juftamente

*" The firtl and fplendid period of Rienzi, interpretava. Oh come fpeiTo diceva, " Dove

his tribunitian government, is contained in " fuoco quelli buoni Romani ? dove ene

the '•" chapter of the Fragments (p. 399
" loro fomma juftitia.? poleramme trovare in

—479.), which, in the new divifion, forms " tempo che queffi fiurianol"

the
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the patriot was reduced to a fingle garment and the charity of the ^ ^ a P.

hofpital. From this mifery he was reheved by the fenfe of merit i_—v——

/

or the fmile of favour ; and the employment of apoftolic notary

afforded him a daily ftlpend of five gold florins, a more honourable

and extenfive connedion, and the right of contrafting, both in words

and a£lions, his own integrity with the vices of the ftate. The

eloquence of Rienzi was prompt and perfuafive : the multitude is

always prone to envy and cenfure : he was ftimulated by the lofs

of a brother and the impunity of the aiTaflins ; nor was it poiTible

to excufe or exaggerate the public calamities. The bleflings of

peace and juftice, for which civil fociety has been inftituted, were

banifhed from Rome : the jealous citizens, who might have en-

dured every perfonal or pecuniary injury, were moil deeply

wounded in the diihonour of their wives and daughters " : they

were equally oppreffed by the arrogance of the nobles and the cor-

ruption of the magiftrates ; and the abufe of arms or of laws was

the only circumftance that diftinguifhed the lions, from the dogs and

ferpents, of the Capitol. Thefe allegorical emblems were variouily

repeated in the pidtures which Rienzi exhibited in the ftreets and

churches ; and while the fpedators gazed with curious wonder, the

bold and ready orator unfolded the meaning, applied the fatire, in-

-flamed their paffions, and announced a diftant hope of comfort and

deliverance. The privileges of Rome, her eternal fovereignty over

her princes and provinces, was the theme of his public and private

difcourfe ; and a monument of fervitude became in his hands a title

and incentive of liberty. The decree of the fenate, which granted

the moil ample prerogatives to the emperor Vefpafian, had been

infcribed on a copper-plate ftill extant in the choir of the church of

St. John Lateran ''\ A numerous aifembly of nobles and plebeians

^^- Petrarch compares the jealoufy of the be foundin the Infcriptionsof Gruter, tom.i

Romans, with the eafy temper of the huftands p. 242. and at the end of the Tacitus ot

of Avignon (Memoires, torn. i. p. 330.)• Ernelli, with feme learned notes of the edi•

" The fragments of the Lex Regia may tor, torn. ii.
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CHAP, v^ras invited to this political ledture, and a convenient theatre was

*——

V

-' eredted for their reception. The notary appeared, in a magnificent

and myfterious habit, explained the infcription by a verfion and

commentary '*, and defcanted with eloquence and zeal on the an-

cient glories of the fenate and people, from whom all legal authority

was derived. The fupine ignorance of the nobles was incapable of

difcerning the ferious tendency of fuch reprefentations : they might

fometimes chaftife with words and blows the plebeian reformer ; but

he was often fuifered in the Colonna palace to amufe the company

with his threats and prediQions ; and the modern Brutus ^' was con-

cealed under the maik of folly and the character of a buffoon.

While they indulged their contempt, the reftoration of the good

efiate, his favourite expreilion, was entertained among the people as

a defirable, a poiFible, and at length as an approaching, event ; and

while all had the difpofition to applaud, fome had the courage to

aflift, their promifed deliverer.

He aiTumes A prophecy, or rather a fummons, affixed on the church door of

ment of St. George, was the firft public evidence of his defigns ; a nocilur-

A D^'i 7 "^^^ aifembly of an hundred citizens on mount Aventine, the firfl:

May 20 ; ftep to their execution. After an oath of fecrecy and aid, he re-

prefented to the confpirators the importance and facility of their

enterprife ; that the nobles, v.-ithout union or refources, were flrong

only in the fear of their imaginary ftrength ; that all power, as

well as right, was in the hands of the people ; that the revenues of

the apoftolical chamber might relieve the public diftrefs; and that

the pope himlelf would approve their viQory over the common

** I cannot overlook a ftupen>lous and (p. 33•)• Even tli? learning of Muratori

laughable blunder of Rienzi. The Lex Regia h3s flumbered over the pa/fage.

empowers Vefpalian to enlarge the Pomce- '= Priori (Bruto) tamen funilior, juvenis

rium, a word familiar to every antiquary, uterque, longe ingc.jio quam cujus fimula-

It was not fo to the tribune; he confounds tionem induerat, uc fub hoc obtenlu liberator

it with pomarium an orchard, tranflates lo ille P. R. aperiretur tempore fuo Ille

Jardjno He Roma cioene [talis, and is copied regibus, hie tyrannis conteicptus (Opp.
by the lefs excufiible ignorance of the Latin p. 536.).

tranilator (p. 406.) and the French hjftorian

enemies



OF THE ROINIAN EMPIRE. 575

enemies of government and freedom. After fecuring a faithful ^ HA P.

band to protecit his firft declaration, he proclaimed through the city, <
.i

'

by found of trumpet, that on the evening of the following day all

perfons ihould afiemble without arms, before the church of St.

Angelo, to provide for the re-eftabliihment of the good eftate.

The whole night was employed in the celebration of thirty mafies

of the Holy Ghofl: ; and in the morning, Rienzi, bareheaded, but in

complete armour, iiTued from the church, encompaffed by the hundred

confpirators. The pope's vicar, the fimple bilhop of Orvieto, who had

been perfuaded to fuftain a part in this fingular ceremony, marched on

his right-hand ; and three great ftandards were borne aloft as the

emblems of their defign. In the firft, the banner of liberty^ Rome

was feated on two lions, with a palm in one hand and a globe in

the other : St. Paul, with a drawn fword, was delineated in the ban-

ner of ^V//?/Vi? ; and in the third, St. Peter held the keys of con-

cord and peace. Rienzi was encouraged by the prefence and ap-

plaufe of an innumerable crowd, who underitood little, and hoped

much ; and the proceiTion flowly rolled forwards from the caille of

St. Angelo to the Capitol. His triumph was diilurbed by fome

fecret emotions which he laboured to fupprefs : he afcended without

oppofition, and with feeming confidence, the citadel of the republic
;

harangued the people from the balcony ; and received the moft

flattering confirmation of his a£ts and laws. The nobles, as if

deftitute of arms and counfels, beheld in filent confternation this

ftrange revolution j and the moment had been prudently chofen,*

when the moft formidable, Stephen Colonna, was abfent from the

city. On the firft rumour, he returned to his palace, affeited to

defpife this plebeian tumult, and declared to the meifenger of Rienzi,

that at his leifure he would caft the madman from the windows of

the Capitol. The great bell inftantly rang an alarm, and fo rapid

was the tide, fo urgent was the danger, that Colonna efcapcd with

precipitation to the fuburb of St. Laurence : from thence, after a mo-

ment's



576 THE DECLINE AND FALL

C HA P. merit's refreihment:, he continued the fame fpeedy career till he

*—-V ' reached in fafety his caftle of Paleftrina ; lamenting his own im-

prudence, which had not trampled the fpark of this mighty confla-

gration. A general and peremptory order was iffued from the

Capitol to all the nobles, that they fhould peaceably retire to their

eftates : they obeyed ; and their departure fecured the tranquillity of

the free and obedient citizens of Rome,

witk tlie title But fuch voluntary obedience evaporates with the firil tranfports
and office of

i • • r i
• r r

tribune. of zeal ; and Rienzi felt the importance of jufliifying his ufurpation

by a regular form and a legal title. At his own choice, the Roman

people would have difplayed their attachment and authority, by

laviihing on his head the names of fenator or conful, of king or em-

peror : he preferred the ancient and modeft appellation of tribune
;

the protection of the commons was the efl'ence of that facred oflSce
;

and they were ignorant, that it had never been invefted with any

Laws of the fhare in the legiflative or executive powers of the republic. In this
good eftate.

charadler, and with the confent of the Romans, the tribune enadled

the moft falutary laws for the reftoration and maintenance of the

goed eftate. By the firft he fulfils the wiih of honefty and inexpe-

rience, that no civil fuit fhould be protrafted beyond the term of

fifteen days. The danger of frequent perjury might juftify the pro-

nouncing againft a falfe accufer the fame penalty which his evidence

would have inflided : the diforders of the times might compel the

legiflator to punifh every homicide with death, and every injury

with equal retaliation. But the execution of juftice was hopelefs

till he had previoufly aboliihed the tyranny of the nobles. It was

formally provided, that none, except the funreme magiftrate, fhould

poflefs or command the gates, bridges, or tower?, of the ftate : that

no private garrifons ihould be introduced into the towns or caftles

of the Roman territory ; that none ihould bear arms or prefume to

fortify their houfes in the city or country ; that the barons fliould

be refponfible for the fafety of the highways and the free paiTage

i6

'

of
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of provifions ; and that the protedion of malefadors and robbers CHAP,
ihould be expiated by a fine of a thouiiind marks of filver. But *- >,

'

thefe regulations would have been impotent and nugatory ; had not

the licentious nobles been awed by the fword of the civil power. A
fudden alarm from the bell of the Capitol, could ftill fummon to the

ftandard above twenty thoufand volunteers : the fupport of the tri-

bune and the laws required a more regular and permanent force.

In each harbour of the coaft, a vefld was ftationed for the aifurance

of commerce ; a ftanding militia of three hundred and fixty horfe

and thirteen hundred foot was levied, cloathed, and paid in the

thirteen quarters of the city : and the fpirit of a commonwealth may

be traced in the grateful allowance of one hundred florins, or pounds,

to the heirs of every foldier who loft his life in the fervice of ins

country. For the maintenance of the public defence, for the eftablifli-

ment of granaries, for the relief of widows, orphans, and indigent

convents, Rienzi applied, without fear of facrilege, the revenues of

the apoftolic chamber : the three branches of hearth-money, the

falt-duty, and the cuftoms, were each of the annual produce of one

hundred thoufand florins " ; and fcandalous were the abufes, if in

four or five months the amount of the falt-duty could be trebled by

his judicious ceconomy. After thus reftoring the forces and finances

of the republic, the tribune recalled the nobles from their folitary

independence ; required their perfonal appearance in the Capitol

;

and impofed an oath, of allegiance to the new government, and of

fubmiflicn to the laws of the good eftate. Apprehenfive for their

fafety, but ilill more apprehenfive of the danger of a refufal, the

princes and barons returned to chelr houfes at Rome in the garb of

fimple and peaceful citizens : the Colonna and Urfini, the Savelli

*" In one MS. I read (I. ii. c. 4. p. 409.) give us a population of 25,000, the latter of

perfumante quatro folli, in another qnatro 250,000 families; and I much fear, that the

f.orini, an important variety, fin^e the liorin firmer i; mor? confiftent with the decay of

was worth ten Roman j'oliJi (iVIuratori, dii- Kome ana her territory,

fert. xxviii.). The former reading woulJ

Vol. VI. . 4 and
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and Franglpani, were confounded before the tribunal of a plebeiar^

of the vile buffoon whom they had fo often derided, and their dif-

grace was aggravated by the indignatioa which they vainly ftruggled

to difguife. The fame oath was fucceffively pronounced by the

feveral ordei^ of fociety, the clergy and gentlemen, the judges and

notaries, the merchants and artifans, and the gradual defcent was

marked by the encreafe of fmcerity and zeal. They fwore to live

and die with the republic and the church, whofe intereil was art-

fully united by the nominal aifociation of the biihop of Orvieto, the

pope's vicar, to the office of tribune. It was the boaft of Rienzr,

that he had delivered the throne and patrimony of St. Peter from a

rebellious ariilocracy ; and Clement the fixth, who rejoiced in its

fall, affeded to believe the profeffions, to applaud the merits, and

to confirm the title, of his trufty fervant. The fpeeclr, perhaps the

mind, of the tribune, was infpired with a lively regard for the

purity of the faith ; he infmuated his claim to a fupernatural miffion

from the Holy Ghoft : enforced by an heavy forfeiture the annual

duty of confeffion and communion ; and ftriftly guarded the ipiri-

tual as well as temporal welfare of his faithful people *'.

Freedom and Never perhaps has the energy and effe»5t of a fingle mind been

the Ro'^man
i^ore remarkably felt than in the fudden, though tranfient, reform^

republic. ation of Rome by the tribune Rienzi. A den of robbers was con-

verted to the difcipline of a camp or convent : patient to hear, fwift

to redrefs, inexorable to puniih, his tribunal was always acceflible

to the poor and ftranger ; nor could birth, or dignity, or the im-

munities of the church, proteft the offender or his accomplices.

The privileged houfes, the private fanduaries in Rome, on which

no officer of juftice would prefurae to trefpafs, were aboliflied ; and

he applied the timber and iron of their barricades in the fortifica-

*' Hociemius, p. 398. apud du Cergeau, hiflorian (whom for brevity I ihall name)

Hift. de Rienzi, p. 194. The fifteen tri- Fortifiocca, 1, ii. c. 4.

bunitian laws may be found in the Roman

ly tions
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dons of the Capitol. The venerable father of the Colonna was ex- ^ '^^ ^•

poled in his own palace to the double ihame of being defirous, and v_— —

^

of being unable, to proteit a criminal. A mule, with a jar of oil,

had been ftolen near Capranica •, and the lord, of the Uriini family,
*'

was condemned to reflore the damage, and to dilcharge a fine of

four hundred florins for his negligence in guarding the highways.

Nor were the perfons of the barons more inviolate than their lands

or houfes : and either from accident or defign, the fame impartial

rigour was exercifed againft the heads of the adverfe fadions. Peter

Agapet Colonna, who had himfelf been fenator of Rome, was ar-

retted in the ftreet for injury or debt ; and juftice was appeafed by

the tardy execution of Martin Urfmi, who, among his various aits

of violence and rapine, had pillaged a ihipwrecked veiTel at the

mouth of the Tybe''^ His name, the purple of two cardinals, his

uncles, a recent marriage, and a mortal difeafe, were difregarded

by the inflexible tribune, who had chofen his vidlim. The public

officers dragged him from his palace and nuptial bed : his trial was

ihort and fatisfaQory : the bell of the Capitol convened the people :

ftript of his mantle, on his knees, with his hands boimd behind his

back, he heard the fentence of death ; and after a brief confeffion,

Urfmi was led away to the gallows. After fuch an example, none

who were confcious of guilt could hope for impunity, and the flight

of the wicked, the licentious, and the idle, foon purified the city

and territory of Rome. In this time (fays the hiftorian) the woods

began to rejoice that they were no longer infefted with robbers

;

** Fortifiocca, I. ii. c. ii. From the ac- mouth of the Tyber, where th-ey took fhelter

count of this (hipwreck, we learn fome cir- in a dorm, but, inllead of finding the cur-

cumftances of the trade and navigation of the rent, unfortunately ran on a (hoal : the veiTel

age. 1. The Ihip was built and freighted was ftrandcd, the mariners efcaped. 4. The
at Naples for the ports of Marfeilles and cargo, which was pillaged, confided of the

Avignon. 2. The fauors were of Naples revenue of Provence for the royal treafury,

and theifle of Qinaria, lefs (kilful than thofe many bags of pepper and cinnamon, and

of Sicily and Genoa. 3. The navigation bales of French cloth, to the value of 20,000

from Marfeilles was a coafting voyage to the florins : a rich prize.

4 2 the
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c p. the oxen began to plow ; the pilgnms vifited the fanduaries ; the

<•
^

' roads and inns were repleniihed with travellers ; trade, plenty, and

good faith were reftored in the markets ; and a purfe of gold might

be expoied without danger in the midft of the highway. As foon

as the life and property of the fubjed are iecure, the labours and

rewards of induftry fpontaneoufly revive : Rome was ftill the me-

tropolis of the Chriftian world ; and the fame and fortunes of the

tribune were diifufed in every country by the ilrangers who had en-

joyed the bleffings of his government.

The tribune The deliverance of his country infpired Rienzi with a vaft, and
is refpedled „..,,. -,.
in Italy, &c. perhaps viiionary, idea or unilmg Italy u\ a great foederative re-

public, of which Rome ihould be the ancient and lawful head, and

the free cities and princes the members and aifociates. His pen was

not lefs eloquent than his tongue ; and his numerous epiftles were

delivered to fwift and trufty meilengers. On foot, with a white

wand in their hand, they traverfed the foreils and mountains ; en-

joyed, in the moil hoftile ftates, the facred fecurity of ambaffadors

;

and reported, in the ftyle of flattery or truth, that the highways

along their paffage were lined with kneeling multitudes, who im-

plored Heaven for the fuccefs of their undertaking. Could paifion

have liilened to reafon ; could private intereil have yielded to the-

public welfare ; the fupreme tribunal and confederate union of the

Italian republic might have healed their inteftine difcord, and clofed

the Alps againft the Barbarians of the North. But the propitious

feafon had elapfed ; and if Venice, Florence, Sienna, Perugia, and

many inferior cities, offered their lives and fortunes to the good

eftate, the tyrants of Lombardy and Tufcany muft defpife, or hate,

the plebeian author of a free conftitution. From them, however, and

from every part of Italy, the tribune received the moil friendly and

refpedful anfwers : they were followed by the ambaifadors of the

princes and republics ; and in this foreign conflux, on all the occa-

fions of pleafure or bufinefs, the low-born notary could aflTurae the

1

8

familiar
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familiar or majeftlc courtefy of a foverelgn ". The mod glorious ^ '^ . ^) •

circumftance of his reign was an aj^peal to his juftlce from Lewis \ . ;

king of Hungary, who complained, that his brother, and her huf-

band, had been perfidioufly ftrangled by Jane queen of Naples
^"

:

her guilt or innocence was pleaded in a folemn trial at Rome ; but

after hearing the advocates ^', the tribune adjourned this weighty

and invidious caufe, which was foon determined by the fword of

the Hungarian. Beyond the Alps, more efpecially at Avignon, the

revolution was the theme of curiofity, wonder, and applaufe. Pe- a'"^ «^e'^-

trarch had been the private friend, perhaps the fecret counfellor, of Petrarch.

Rienzi : his writings breathe the mnft ardent fpirit of patriotifm and

joy ; and all refped for the pope, all gratitude for the Golonna, was

loft in the fuperior duties of a Roman citizen. ' The poet-laureat of

the Capitol maintains the adl, applauds the hero, and mingles with

fome apprehenfion and advice the moft lofty hopes of the permanent

and rifing greatnefs of the republic ^\

While Petrarch indulged thefe prophetic vliions, the Roman hero His vices and

was faft declining from the meridian of fame and power ; and the

people, who had gazed with aftoniihment on the afcending meteor,

began to mark the irregularity of its courfe, and the viciffitudes of

light and obfcurity. More eloquent than judicious, more enter-

prifmg than refolute, the faculties of Rienzi were not balanced by

^' It was thus that Oliver Cromwell's old Abbe de Sade ivipes to extenuate her guilt,

acquaintance, who remembered his vulgar ^' The advocate who pleaded againll Jane,

and ungracious entrance into the Houfe of could add nothing to the logical force and

Commons, were aftonifhed at the eafe and brevity of his mailer's epillle. Johanna! in-

majerty of the protedlor on his throne (lee ordinata vita prsecedens, retentio poteftatis in

Harris's Life of Cromwell, p. 27—34. from regno, neglefta vindiila, vir alter fufceptus,

Clarendon, Warwick, Whitelocke, Waller, et excufatio fubfequens, necis viri tui te pro-

&c.). The confcioul'neCs of merit and power, bant fulfl'e participem et confortem. Jane

will fometimes elevate the manners to the of Naples, and Mary of Scotland, Wive a

ilation. fingular conformity.
^° See the caufes, circumftances, and cffeils ^^ See the Epiilola Hortatoria de Capef-

oflhedeachof Andrew, in Giannone (torn. iii. fenda Republica, from Petrarch to Nicholas

1. xxiii, p. 220— 229.), and the Life of Pe- Rienzi (Opp. p. 535— 540•)» ^nd the v'''

trarch ^Memoires, torn. ii. p. 143—148. eclogue or paftoral, a perpetual and obfcure

245— 250. 375— 379. notes, p. 21— 37.)• The allegory.

cool
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C A V. cool and commanding rcafon : he magnified in a tenfold proper-

*_

—

,—» tion the objefts of hope and fear ; and prudence, which could not

have eredled, did not prefume to fortify, his throne. In the blaze

of profperity, his virtues were infenfibly tindlured with the adjacent

vices
;
juftice with cruelty, liberality with profufion, and the deftre

of fame with puerile and oftentatious vanity. He might have

learned, that the ancient tribunes, fo ftrong atid facred in the public

opinion, were not diftingulfiied in ftyle, habit, or appearance, from

an ordinary plebeian ^^
; and that as often as they viiited the city on

foot, a fingle viator, or beadle, attended the exercife of their office.

The Gracchi would have frowned or fmiled, could they have read

the fonorous titles and epithets of their fucceifor, " Nicholas,

" SEVERE AND MERCIFUL; DELIVERER OF RoMEj DEFENDER
" OF Italy"; friend of mankind, and of liberty, peace,

" AND JUSTICE; TRIBUNE AUGUST:" his theatrical pageants had

prepared the revolution ; but Rienzi abufed, in luxury and pride, the

political maxim of fpeaking to the eyes, as well as the underftand-

ing, of the multitude. From nature he had received the gift of an

handfome perfon ", till it was fwelled and disfigured by intem-

perance ; and his propenfity to laughter was corredled in the magif-

trate by the aiFeftation of gravity and fternnefs. He was cloathed, at

kail on public occafions, in a party-coloured robe of velvet or fattin,

lined with fur, and embroidered with gold : the rod of juftice, which

^' In his Roman Queftions, Plutarch fame modeft doftrines from their favourite

(Opufcul. torn. i. p. 505, 506. edit. Grsec. Latins, Livy and Valerius IVIaximus.

Hen.Steph.) ftates, on the moft conftitutional "I could not e.vprefs in Englilh the

principles, the fimple greatnefs of the tri- forcible, though barbarous title of Zelator

bunes, who were not properly magiftrates, Italia:, which Rienzi aifumed.

but a check on magillracy. It was their duty ^* Era bell' homo (I. ii. c. i. p. 399.). It

and^^, K=ci? xaiiiaiTi) is remarkable, that the rifo farcaftico of the

Toi.• imty^t>ii Tuxi » . . . .«- Bracciano edition is wanting in the Roman
S»i iii (a faying of C. Curio) xai f*» «rtftvO» MS. from which Muratori has given the text.

ii»ai Tii infiotfxo» . . . . - la his fecond reign , when he is painted almofl

turat ru criiftari, ,-.. ) iura- as a monfter, Rienzi travea una ventrefca

fiii, &c. Rienzi, and Petrarch himfelf, were tontia trionfale, a mode de uno Abbate Afiano,

incapable perhaps of reading a Greek philo- or Afinino (I. iii. c. 18. p. 523•)•

fopher ; but they might have imbibed the

he
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he carried his hand, was a fceptre of poliilied ftcel, crowned CHAP.
with a globe and crois of gold, and inclofing a fmall fragment of ^^
the true and holy wood. In his civil and religious proceiTions

through the city, he rode on a white fteed, the fymbol of royalty

:

the great banner of the republic, a fun with a circle of ftars, a dove

with an olive branch, was difplayed over his head ; a ihower of

gold and filver was fcattered among the populace ; fifty guards

with halberds encompafled his perfon ; a troop of horfe preceded

his march ; and their tymbals and trumpets were of maify filver.

The ambition of the honours of chivalry^* betrayed the meannefs The pomp of

of his birth, and degraded the importance of his office ; and the hood,

equeftrian tribune was not lefs odious to the nobles,., whom he Augu'ft if''

adopted, than to the plebeians, whom he deferted. All that yet

remained of treafure, or luxury, or art, was exhaufted on that folemn

day. Rienzi led the proceiTion from the Capitol to the Lateran
;

the tedioufnefs of the way was relieved with decorations and games;

the eccrefiaftical, civil, and military orders marched under their va-

rious banners ; the Roman ladies attended' his wife ; and the am-

bafladors of Italy might loudly applaud, or fecretly deride, the no-

velty of the pomp. In the evening, when they had reached the

church and palace of Conftantine, he thanked and difmiffed the nu-

merous affembly, with an invitation to the feftival of the enfuing

day. From the hands of a venerable knight he received the order

of the Holy Ghoft ; the purification of the bath was a previous

ceremony ; but in no ftep of his life did Rienzi excite fuch fcandal

and cenfure as by the prophane ufe of the porphyry vafe, in which

Conftantine (a fooliih legend) had been healed of his leprofy by

^^ Strange as it may feem, this fellival and they were ferved at St. Maria of Araceli

was not without a precedent. In the year in the Capitol, by the twenty-eight buoni

1327, two barons, a Colonna, and an Urfini, hitomini. They afterwards received from Ro-
the ufual balance, were created knights by the bert king of Naples the fword of chivalry

Roman people: their bath was of rofe-water, (Hill. Rom. I. i. c, z. p. 2-9.).

their beds were deckedwith royal magnificence,

pope
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CHAP, pope Sylvefter ". With equal prefumption the tribune watched or
LXX.

> » ' repofed within the confecrated precincts of the baptiftery j and the

failure of his ftate-bed was interpreted as an omen of his approach-

ing downfal. At the hour of worfiiip he iliewed himfelf to the re-

turning crowds in a majeilic attitude, with a robe of purple, his

fword, and gilt fpurs ; but the holy rites were foon interrupted by

his levity and infolence. Rifing from his throne, and advancing

towards the congregation, he proclaimed in a loud voice :
" We

" fummon to our tribunal pope Clement ; and command him to

" refide in his diocefe of Rome : we alfo fummon the facred col-

" lege of cardinals ^'. We again fummon the two pretenders,

" Charles of Bohemia and Lewis of Bavaria, who ftyle themfelves

" emperors : we likevvife fummon all the eledors of Germany, to

" inform us on what pretence they have ufurped the inalienable

*' right of the Roman people, the ancient and lawful fovereigns of

" the empire "." Uniheathing his maiden-fword, he thrice bran-

difhed it to the three parts of the world, and thrice repeated the ex-

travagant declaration, " And this too is mine!" The pope's vicar, the

bifhop of Orvieto, attempted to check this career of folly ; but his

feeble proteft was filenced by martial mufic ; and inftead of with-

drawing from the aflembly, he confented to dine with his brother

tribune, at a table which had hitherto been reierved for the fupreme

pontiiF. A banquet, fuch as the Caefars had given, was prepared

for the Romans. The apartments, porticoes, and courts, of the La-

^' All parties believed in the leprofy and Roman hirtorian and a Vatican MS. is dif-

bath of Conftantine (Petrarch, EpilL Famil. puted by the biographer of Petrarch (torn. ii.

vi. 2.), and P.ienzi jullified his own condud not. p. 70— 76.) with arguments rather of

by obferving to the court of Avignon, that decency than of weight. 1 he court of Avig-

a vafe which had been ufed by a Pagan, could non might not chufe to agitate this delicate

not be profaned by a pious Chrillian. Yet queliion.

this crime is fpecified in the bill of excom- ^' The fummons of the two rival em-

munication (Hocfcniius, apud du Cerfcau, perors, a monument of freedom and folly,

p. 189, 190.). is extant in Hocfemius (Ceryeau, p. 163—
^" This 'vcrial Tummons of pope Cle- 106.).

ment VI. which rells on the authority of the

teran
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teran were fpread with innumerable tables for either fek, and every C HAP.
condition ; a ftream of wine flowed from the noftrils of Conftantine's ^—v-^
brazen horfe ; no complaint, except of the fcarcity of water, could

be heard ; and the licentioufnefs of the multitude was curbed by

tiifcipline and fear. A fubfequent day was appointed for the corona- and corona-

tion of Rienzi *"
j feven crowns of different leaves or metals were

fuccefllvely placed on his head by the moil eminent of the Roman
clergy ; they reprefented the feven gifts of the Holy Ghoft ; and he

ftill profefled to imitate the example of the ancient tribunes. Thefc

extraordinary fpeftacles might deceive or flatter the people ; and

their own vanity was gratified in the vanity of their leader. But

in his private life he foon deviated from the ilria: rule of frugality and

abftinence ; and the plebeians, who were awed by the fplendour of

the nobles, were provoked by the luxury of their equal. His wife,

his fon, his uncle ('a barber in name and profefllon), expofed the

contrail of vulgar manners and princely expence ; and without

acquiring the majefty, Rienzi degenerated into the vices, of a

king.

A fimple citizen defcribes with pity, or perhaps with pleafure, the F^^•" ^nd

.... f. , , r T, hatred of the
humiliation ot the barons oi Rome. " Bareheaded, their hands nobles of

" crofl'ed on their breaft, they fl:ood with downcafl; looks in the

*' prefence of the tribune ; and they trembled, good God, how they
" trembled*' !" As long as the yoke of Rienzi was that of juiticc

and their country, their confcience forced them to eflieem the man
whom pride and intereil provoked them to hate : his extravagant

conduit foon fortified their hatred by contempt ; and they conceived

the hope of fubverting a power which was no longer fo deeply

rooted in the public confidence. The old animofity of the Colonna

° It is fingular, that the Roman hillorian -*' Puol fe faceva flare denante a fe, men-
fhould have overlooked this fevenfold coro- tre iedeva, li bareni tutti in piedi ritti co le

nation, which is fufficiently proved by inter- vraccia piecate, e co 11 capucci tratti. Deh
nal evidence, and the tertimony of Hocfe- como ftavano paurofi! (Hill. Rom. I. ii. c. 20.

mius, and even of Rienzi {Cerjeau, p. 167 p. 439.) He faw them, and yve fee them.
.— 170. 229.).

Vol. VI. 4 ^ and

Rome.



;86 THE DECLINE AND FALL

and Urfini was fufpended for a moment by their common difgrace i

they affbciated their wiihes, and perhaps their defigns j an aiTaffin

was leized and tortured ; he accufed the nobles ; and as foon as

Rienzi deferved the fate, he adopted the fufpicions and maxims,

of a tyrant. On the fame day, under various pretences, he in-

vited to the Capitol his principal enemies, among whom were five

members of the Urfini and three of the Colonna name. But in-

ilead of a council or a banquet, they found themfelves prifoners

under the fvvord of defpotifm or juitice ; and the confcioufnefs of

innocence or guilt might infpire them with equal apprehenfions of

danger. At the found of the great bell the people aifembled j they

were arraigned for a confpiracy againft the tribune's life ; and though

feme might fympathife in their diftrefs, not a hand, nor a voice,

was ralfed to refcue the firft of the nobility from their impending

doom. Their apparent boldnefs was prompted by defpair; they

paffed in feparate chambers a fleeplefs and painful night ; and the

venerable hero, Stephen Colonna, ftriking againft the door of his

prifon, repeatedly urged his guards to deliver him by a fpeedy death

from fuch ignominious fervitude. In the morning they underftood

their fentence from the vifit of a confeiTor and the tolling of the bell.

The great hall of the Capitol had been decorated for the bloody

fcene with red and white hangings ; the countenance of the tribune

was dark and fevere ; the fwords of the executioners were un-

iheathed ; and the barons were interrupted in their dying fpeeches

by the found of trumpets. But in this decifive moment, Rienzi was

not lefs anxious or apprehenfive than his captives : he dreaded the

fplendour of their names, their furviving kinfmen, the inconftancy

of the people, the reproaches of the world ; and, after raihly offer-

ing a mortal injury, he vainly prefumed that, if he could forgive, he

might himfelf be forgiven. His elaborate oration was that of a

Chriftian and a fuppliant ; and, as the humble minifter of the com-

mons, he entreated his mafters to pardon thefe noble criminals,,

1

6

for
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for whofe repentance and future fervice he pledged his faith and ^ HA P.

authority. " If you are fpared," faid the tribune, " by the mercy '^ «——

'

" of the Romans, will you not promifc to fupport the good eftate

" with your lives and fortunes ?" ARonifhed by this marvellous

clemency, the barons bowed their heads ; and, while they devoutly

repeated the oath of allegiance, might whifper a fecrct, and more

fmcere, aflurance of revenge. A prieft, in the name of the people,

pronounced their abfolution : they received the communion with the

tribune, affifted at the banquet, followed the proceflion ; and, after

every fpiritual and temporal fign of reconciliation, were difmifled in

fafety to their refpeftive homes, with the new honours and titles of

generals, confuls, and patricians ''\
.

During fome weeks they were checked by the memory of their Tliey oppofe

danger, rather than of their deliverance, till the moil powerful of arms.

the Urfini, efcaping with the Colonna from the city, ereded at

Marino the ftandard of rebellion. The fortifications of the caftle

were haflily reftored ; the vaffals attended their lord ; the outlaws

armed againft the magiftrate ; the flocks and herds, the harvefts and

vineyards, from Marino to the gates of Rome, were fwept away or

deftroyed ; and the people arraigned Rienzi as the author of the

calamities which his government had taught them to forget. In

the camp, Rienzi appeared to lefs advantage than in the roftrum :

and he negleiled the progrefs of the rebel barons till their numbers

were ftrong and their caftles impregnable. From the pages of Livy

he had not imbibed the art, or even the courage, of a general : an

army of twenty thoufand Romans returned without honour or

efFedl from the attack of Marino : and his vengeance was amufed by

painting his enemies, their heads downwards, and drowning two

dogs (at.Ieaft they ihould have been bears) as the reprefentatives of

** The original letter, in which Rienzi plays, in genuine colours, the mixture of

juftifies his treatment of the Colonna (Hoc- the knave and the madman,
femius, apud du Cerjeau, p. 222— 229. )> dif-

4 F 2 ,
the
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CHAP, the Urfini. The belief of his incapacity encouraged their ope-

\̂ —,- _f rations : they were invited by their fecret adherents ; and the barons

attempted with four thoufand foot and fixteen hundred horfe, to

enter Rome by force or furprife. The city was prepared for their

reception: the alarm-bell rung all night; the gates were ftriaiy

guarded, or infolently open ; and after fome hefitation they founded

a, retreat. The two firil divifions had palfed along the walls, but

the profped of a free entrance tempted the headftrong valour of

the nobles in the rear ; and after a fuccefsful ikirmiih, they were

overthrown and maiTacred without quarter by the crowds of the

Defeat and Roman people. Stephen Colonna the younger, the noble fpirit to

Coionna, whom Petrarch afcribed the reftoration of Italy, was preceded or

accompanied in death by his fon John, a gallant youth, by his

brother Peter, who might regret the eafe and honours of the church,

by a nephew of legitimate birth, and by two baftards of the Colonna

race ; and the number of feven, the feven crowns, as Rienzi ftyled

them, of the Holy Ghoft, was completed by the agony of the de-

plorable parent, of the veteran chief, who had furvived the hope

and fortune of his houfe. The vifion and prophecies of St. Martin

and pope Boniface had been ufed by the tribune to animate his

troops*' : he difplayed, at leaft in the purfuit, the fpirit of an hero ;

but he forgot the maxims of the ancient Romans, who abhorred the

triumphs of civil war. The conqueror afcended the Capitol ; de-

poiited his crown and fceptre on the altar ; and boafted with fome

truth, that he had cut off an ear which neither pope nor emperor

had been able to amputate**. His bafe and implacable revenge

denied

' Rienzi, in the above-mentioned letter, fimple and minute narrative of Fortifiocca,

afcribet to St. Martin the tribune, Boni- or the anonymous Citizen (I. ii. c. 34— 37.).

face VIII. the enemy of Colonna, himfelf, In defcribing the fall of the Colonna,

and the Roman people, the glory of the day, I fpeak only of the family of Stephen the

which Villani likewife (I. xii. c. 104.) de- elder, who is often confounded by the P.

fcribes as a regular battle. The diforderly du Cer^eau, with his fon. That family was

feirmifli, the flight of the Roman?, and the extinguifhed, but the houfe has been perpe-

cowardice of Rienzi, are painted in the tuated in the collateral branches, of which I

have
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denied the honours of burial ; and the bodies of the Colonna, which CHAP.
LXX.

he threatened to expofe with thofe of the vileft malefaftors, were ' ^—-»

fecretly interred by the holy virgins of their name and family"'.

The people fympathiled in their grief, repented of their own fury,

and detefted the indecent joy of Rienzi, who vifited the fpot where

thefe illuftrious vidims had fallen. It was on that fatal fpot, that

he conferred on his fon the honour of knighthood : and the cere- ^

mony was accompliihed by a flight blow from each of the horfemen

of the guard, and by a ridiculous and inhuman ablution from a pool

of water, which was yet polluted with patrician blood *\

A ihort delay would have faved the Colonna, the delay of a fingle Fair and

I •
-I 1 1 • > 11 • r T-.• . flight of the

month, which elapled between the triumph and the exile or Rienzi. tribune Rien-

In the pride of vidlory, he forfeited what yet remained of his civil ^'
d_ ,

virtues, without acquiring the fame of military prowefs. A free ^**^• 'S•

and vigorous oppofitiou was formed in the city ; and when the tri-

bune propofed in the public council *' to impofe a new tax, and to

regulate the government of Perugia, thirty-nine members ted
againft his meafures ; repelled the injurious charge of treachery and

corruption ; and urged him to prove, by their forcible exclufion,

that, if the populace adhered to his caufe, it w^as already difclaimed

by the moft refpectable citizens. The pope and the facred college

had never been dazzled by his fpecious profeflions ; they were juftly

offended by the infolence of his conduit ; a cardinal legate was fent

have not a very accurate knowledge. Cir- noble families of Rome (Memoires fur Pe-

cumfpice (fays Petrarch) familis tua; ftatum, trarque, torn. i. p. iio. torn. ii. p. 401.)•

Columnienfium domos: folito pauciores ha- ** Petrarch wrote a llifF and pedantic letter

beat columnas. Quid ad reiTi ? mode funda- of confolation (Fam. 1. vii. epift. 13. p. 682,
mentum ftabile, folidumq; permaneat. 683.)• The friend was loft in the patriot. Nul-

*^ The convent of St. Silvefter was found- la toto orbe principum familta carior ; carior

ed, endowed, and proteiled by the Colonna tamen refpublica, carior Roma, carior Italia,

cardinals, for the daughters of the family who Je rends graces aux Dieux de n'etrc pas Remain.

embraced a monaftic life, and who, in the year *' This council and oppofition is obfcurely

1318, weretwelvein number. Theotherswere mentioned by Polliftore, a contemporary

allowed to marry with tiieir kinfir.en in the writer, who has preferved feme curious and
fourth degree,and thedifpenfationwasjurtified original fails (Rer. Italkarum, torn. xxv.

by the fmall number and cloie alliances of the c. 31. p. 798— 804.).

4 to
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to Italy., and after fome fruitlefs treaty, and two perfonal interviews,

he fulminated a bull of excommunication, in which the tribune li

degraded from his office, and branded with the guilt of rebellion,

iacrilege, and herefy'". The furviving barons of Rome were now

humbled to a fenfe of allegiance ; their intereil and revenge engaged

them in the fervice of the church ; but as the fate of the Colonna was

before their eyes, they abandoned to a private adventurer the peril

and glory of the revolution. John Pepin, count of Minorbino'*'

in the kingdom of Naples, had been condemned for his crimes, or

his riches, to perpetual imprifonment ; and Petrarch, by foliciting

his releafe, indire<Stly contributed to the ruin of his friend. At the

head of one hundred and fifty foldiers, the count of Minorbino in-

troduced himfelf into Rome ; barricaded the quarter of the Colonna
;

and found the enterprife as eafy as it had feemed impoffible. From

the firft alarm, the bell of the Capitol inceifantly tolled ; but, in-

ftead of repairing to the well-known found, the people was filent

and inaQive ; and the pufillanimous Rienzi, deploring their ingra-

titude with fighs and tears, abdicated the government and palace

of the republic.

Without drawing his fword, count Pepin reftored the ariilocracy

and the church ; three fenators were chofen, and the legate aiTum-

»3+7— '354• ing the firft rank, accepted his two colleagues from the rival families

of Colonna and Urfini. The ads of the tribune were aboliihed, his

head was profcribed
;
yet fuch was the terror of his name, that the

barons hefitated three days before they would truft themfelves in the

city, and Rienzi was left above a month in the caftle of St. Angelo,

from whence he peaceably withdrew^, after labouring, without eiFed:,

» The briefs and bulls of Clement VI. charafter, and death of this count of Minor-

againft Rienzi, are tranflated by the P. du bino, a man da natura inconftante e fenza

Cerjeau (p. iy6. 232.) from the Ecclefiaftical fede, whofe grandfather, a crafty notary.

Annals of Odericus Ra;^naldus (A. D. 1347, was enriched and ennobled by the fpoils of

N° 15. 17. 21, &c.), who found them in the the Saracens of Nocera (l.vii. c. 102, 103.).

archives of the Vatican. See his imprifonment, and the eft'orts of ?e-

*9 Matieo Villani defcribes the origin, trarch, torn. ii. p. 149— 151.

to

Revolutions

of Rome,
A. D.
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to revive the afFedion and courage of the Romans. The vifion of ^ ^ A P,

freedom and empire had vaniihed : then* follen fpirit would have <^_—v~—

»

acquiefccd in fervitude, had it been fmoothed by tranquillity and

order : and it was fcarcely obferved, that the new fenators derived their

authority from the Apoftolic See, that four cardinals were appointed

to reform with didatorial power the ftate of the republic. Rome
was again agitated by the bloody feuds of the barons, who detefted

each other, and defpifed the commons ; their hoftile fortrefies, both

in town and country, again rofe and were again demoliihed ; and

the peaceful citizens, a flock of flieep, were devoured, fays the Flo-

rentine hiftorian, by thefe rapacious wolves. But when their pride

and avarice had exhaufted the patience of the Romans, a confrater-

nity of the Virgin Mary proteQed or avenged the republic : the bell

of the Capitol was again tolled, the nobles in arms trembled in the

prefence of an unarmed multitude ; and of the two fenators, Co-

lonnaefcaped from the window of the palace, and Urfini was ftoned

at the foot of the altar. The dangerous office of tribune was fuccef-

fively occupied by two plebeians, Cerroni and Baror.celli. The

mildnefs of Cerroni was unequal to the times ; and after a faint

ftruggle, he retired with a fair reputation and a decent fortune to

the comforts of rural life. Devoid of eloquence or genius, Baron-

celli was diRinguiihed by a refolute fpirit : he fpoke the language of

a patriot, and trode in the footfteps of tyrants ; his fufpicion was a

fentence of death, and his own death was the reward of his cruelties.

Amidft the public misfortunes, the faults of Rienzi were forgotten
;

and the Romans fighed for the peace and profperity of the good

eftate'".

After an exile of feven years, the firft deliverer was again reilored Adventurw
of RienzL

to his country. In the difguife of a monk or a pilgrim, he efcaped

'" The troubles of Rome, from the de- c. i— 4.). I have flightly pafled over thefe

parture to the return of Rienzi, are related fecondary charafters, who imicated the ori-

by Matteo Villani (l.ii. c. 47. 1. iii. c. 33. ginal tribune.

57. 78.) and Thomas Fonifiocca (1. iiL

from
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CHAP, from the caftle of St. Angelo, Implored the friendihip of the king

V ^
'

' of Hungary at Naples, tempted the ambition of every bold adven-

turer, mingled at Rome with the pilgrims of the jubilee, lay con-

cealed among the hermits of the Apennine, and wandered through

the cities of Italy, Germany, and Bohemia. His perfon was in-

vifible, his name was yet formidable ; and the anxiety of the court

of Avignon fuppofes, and even magnifies, his perfonal merit. The

emperor Charles the fourth gave audience to a ftranger, who

frankly revealed himfelf as the tribune of the republic ; and afto-

niihed an aflembly of ambafladors and princes, by the eloquence

of a patriot and the vifions of a prophet, the downfal of tyranny

and the kingdom of the Holy Ghoft ". Whatever had been his

hopes, Rienzi found himfelf a captive ; but he fupported a chara£ter

of independence and dignity, and obeyed, as his own choice, the

irrefiftible fummons of the fupreme pontiff. The zeal of Petrarch,

which had been cooled by the unworthy conduft, was rekindled by

the fufferings and the prefence, of his friend ; and he boldly com-

plains of the times, in which the faviour of Rome was delivered by

A prifoner at her emperor into the hands of her biihop. Rienzi was tranfported

!''!°35. flowly, but in fafe cuftody, from Prague to Avignon: his entrance

into the city was that of a malefadlor ; in his prlfon he was chained

by the leg ; and four cardinals were named to enquire into the crimes

of herefy and rebellion. But his trial and condemnation would have

involved fome queftions, which it was more prudent to leave under

the veil of myftery : the temporal fupremacy of the popes ; the

duty of refulence ; the civil and ecclefiaftical privileges of the clergy

and people of Rome. The reigning pontiff well deferved the ap-

pellation of Clevievt : the ftrange viciffitudes and magnanimous fpirit

of the captive excited his pity and efteem ; and Petrarch believes

" Thefe vifions, of which the friends and that Chrill was fucceeded by the Holy Ghoft,

enemies of Rienzi feem alike ignorant, are that the tyranny of the pope would be aboliOi-

furely magnified by the zeal of PolUftore, a ed, he might have been conviaed of herefy

Dominican inquifitor (Rer. Ital. torn. xxv. and treafon, without ofllnding the Roman

c. i6. p. 819.). Had the tribune taught, people.

that



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 593

that he refpeiled in the hero the name and facrcd charaiTler of a

poet '\ Rienzi was indulged with an eafy confinement and the ufe

of books ; and in the affiduous ftudy of Livy and the bible, he

fought the caufe and the confolation of his misfortunes.

The fucceeding pontificate of Innocent the fixth opened a new Rien^.;, fena-

profpeft of his deliverance and reftoration ; and the court of Avignon a. D. 1354/

was perfuaded, that the fuccefsful rebel could alone appeafe and re-

form the anarchy of the metropolis. After a folemn profeffion of

fidelity, the Roman tribune was fent into Italy, with the title of fe-

nator ; but the death of Baroncelli appeared to fuperfede the ufe of

his miifion ; and the legate, cardinal Albornoz ", a confummate

ftatefman, allowed him with reludance, and without aid, to under-

take the perilous experiment. His firil reception was equal to his

wifhes : the day of his entrance vi^as a public feflival ; and his elo-

quence and authority revived the laws of the good eftate. But this

momentary funfhine was foon clouded by his own vices and thofe

of the people : in the Capitol he might often regret the prifon of

Avignon ; and after a fecond adminiftration of four months, Rienzi

was maifacred in a tumult which had been fomented by the Roman
barons. In the fociety of the Germans and Bohemians, he is faid

to have contradled the habits of intemperance and cruelty: adverfity

had chilled his enthufiafm, without fortifying his reafon or virtue •

and that youthful hope, that lively aifurance, which is the pledge

of fuccefs, was now fucceeded by the cold impotence of diftruil and

defpair. The tribune had reigned with abfokite dominion, by the

5^ The a(loni(hment,theenvya!moft,of Pe- Spaniard, archbiihop of Toledo, and cardinal
trarch is a proof, if not of the truth of this in- legate in Italy (A. D. 1 3;3— 1367), reflored,

credible fait, at leaft of his own veracity. The by his arms and counfels, the temporal do-
abbe de Sade (Memoires, torn. iii. p. 242.) minion of the popes. His life has been fe-

quotes the vi'h epiille of the xiii'>> book of pnrately written by Sepulveda; but Dryden
Petrarch, but it is of the royal MS. which could not reafonably fuppofe, that his name,
he confulted, and not of the ordinary Baiil or that of Woifey, had reached the cars of
edition (p. 920.). the Mufti in Don Sebaltian.
" /Egidius, or Giles Albornoz, a noble

Vol. VI. 4 G choice,
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choice, and in the hearts, of the Romans : the fenator was the (cr-^

vile minifter of a foreign court ; and while he was fufpedled by the

people, he was abandoned by the prince. The legate Albornoz, who

feemed defirous of his ruin, inflexibly reful'ed all fupplies of men

and money ; a faithful fubje£l could no longer prefume to touch the

revenues of the apoftolical chamber ; and the firft idea of a tax was

the fignal of clamour and fedition. Even his juftice was tainted

•with the guilt or reproach of felhih cruelty ; the moft virtuous

citizen of Rome was facrificed to his jealoufy ; and in the execution

of a public robber, from whofe purfe he had been affifted, the

magiftrate too much forgot, or too much remembered, the obliga-

tions of the debtor ^*. A civil war exhaufted his treafures, and the

patience of the city : the Colonna maintained their hoflile ftation at

Paleftrina ; and hi^ mercenaries foon defpifed a leader whofe igno-

rance and fear were envious of all fubordinate merit. In the death

as in the life of Rienzi, the hero and the coward were ftrangely

mingled. When the Capitol was invefted by a furious multitude,

when he was bafely deferted by his civil and military fervants, the

intrepid fenator, waving the banner of liberty, prcfcnted himfelf on

the balcony, addreffed his eloquence to the various paffions of the

Romans, and laboured to perfuade them, that in the fame caufe

himfelf and the republic muil either ftand or fall. His oration was

interruDted by a volley of imprecations and ftones ; and after an

arrow had tranfpierced his hand, he funk into abjed; defpair, and'

fled weeping to the inner chambers, from whence he was let down

by a ilieet before the windows of the prifon. Deftitute of aid or

hope, he was befieged till the evening : the doors of the Capitol

were deftroyed with axes and fire ; and while the fenator attempted

efcape in a plebeian habit, he was difcovered and dragged to the-

'* From MAtteo Villani, and Fortifiocca, of an hefo. At the head of a free company,

the P. du Cerc?3u (p. 344— 39+) has ex- the firft that defolated Italy, he became rich

trailed the life and deaih of the chevalier and formidable: he had money in all the

Montreal, the life of a robber and the death banks, 60jOco ducats in Padua alone.

platform.
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platform of the palace, the fatal Icene of his judgments and exccu- ^ ^^ '^ P•

tions. A whole hour, without voice or motion, he ilood amidft the « >~-/

multitude half naked and half dead ; their rage was huilied into

curiofity and wonder ; the lad feelings of reverence and compalTion

yet ftruggled in his favour; and they might have prevailed, if a

bold aiTaifin had not plunged a dagger in his breaft. He fell fenfe- His death,

lefs with the iwR. ilroke ; the impotent revenge of his enemies in- Septembers.

Aided a thoufand wounds ; and the fenator's body was abandoned

to the dogs, to the Jews, and to the flames. Pofterity will compare

the virtues and failings of this extraordinary man ; but in a long

period of anarchy and fervitude, the name of Rienzi has often been

celebrated as the deliverer of his country, and the laft of the Roman
patriots".

The firft and mofl: generous wiih of Petrarch was the reftoration Petrarch in

of a free - republic ; but after the exile and death of his plebeian braids the

hero, he turned his eyes from the tribune, to the king, of the Ro- charL iv.

mans. The Capitol was yet ftained with the blood of Rienzi, when fan^ajyil'''

Charles the fourth deiccnded from the Alps to obtain the Italian and '^'^^Y-

Imperial crowns. In his pafiage through Milan he received the

vlfit, and repaid the flattery, of the poet-laureat ; accepted a medal

of Auguftus ; and promlfed, without a fmile, to imitate the founder

of the Roman monarchy. A falle application of the names and

maxims of antiquity was the fource of the hopes and difappoint-

ments of Petrarch
;

yet he could not overlook the difference of

times and charadlers ; the immeafurable diftance between the firft

Cxfars and a Bohemian prince, who by the favour of the clergy had

been eleded the titular head of the German ariftocracy. Inftead of

rcftoring to Rome her glory and her provinces, he had bound him-

fslf, by a fecret treaty with the pope, to evacuate the city on the

" The exile, fecond government, and friend nor his enemy (I. iii. c. 12— 25.).

deith of Rienzi, ace minutely related by the Petrarch, who loved the triiune, was indif-

anonymous Roman, who appears neither his ferent to the fate of the fenaior.

4 G 2 day
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CHAP, day of his coronation ; and his ihameful retreat was purfued by the

reproaches of the patriot bard '^

He folicits After the lofs of liberty and empire, his third and more humble
the popes of . ^
Avignon to , was to reconcile the ihepherd with his nock ; to recal the

aence"r^' Roman biihop to his ancient and peculiar diocefe. In the fervour
Rome.

^£ youth, with the authority of age, Petrarch addrefled his exhorta-

tions to five fucceifive popes, and his eloquence was always infpired

by the enthufiafm of fentiment and the freedom of language".

The fon of a citizen of Florence invariably preferred the country of

his birth to that of his education : and Italy, in his eyes, was the

queen and garden of the world. Amidft her domeftic factions, ihe

was doubtlefs fuperior to France both in art and fcience, in wealth

and politenefs ; but the difference could fcarcely fupport the epithet

'

of barbarous, which he promifcuouily bellows on the countries be-

yond the Alps. Avignon, the myftic Babylon, the fink of vice and

corruption, was the objedl of his hatred and contempt ; but he for-

gets that her fcandalous vices were not the growth of the foil, and

that in every refidence they would adhere to the power and luxury of

the papal court. He confeffes, that the fucceffor of St. Peter is the

biihop of the univerial church
;
yet it was not on the banks of the

Rhone, but of the Tyber, that the apoftle had fixed his everlafting

throne : and while every city in the Chriftian world was blefled

with a bifliop, the metropolis alone was defolate and forlorn. Since

the removal of the Holy See, the facred buildings of the Lateran

and the Vatican, their altars and their faints, were left in a ftate of

poverty and decay ; and Rome was often painted under the image

s'' The hopes and the difappointment of Rome to Benedia. in the year 1334
Petrarch, are agreeably defcri'oed in his own (Memoires, torn. i. p. 261— 265.), to Cle•

words by the French biographer (Memoires, ment VI. in 1342 (torn. ii. p. 45—47.), and
lom.iii. p. 375—413•) ; but the deep, though to Urban V. in 1366 (ton>. iii. p. 677— 691.):

fecret, wound, was the coronation of Zanubi his praife (•7—7i5.)and excufe (p. 771.)
the poet laureat by Charles IV. of the laft of thefe pontiffs. His angry con-
" See in his accurate and amufing bio- troverfy on the refpeilive merits of France and

grapher, the application of Petrarch and Italy may be found (Opp. p. 1068— J085.).

2 of
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of a dlfconfolate matron, as if the wandering huiband could be re-

claimed by the homely portrait of the age and infirmities of his

weeping fpoufe ^\ But the cloud which hung over the feven hills,

would be difpelled by the prefence of their lawful fovereign : eternal

fame, the profperity of Rome, and the peace of Italy, would be the

recompence of the pope who iTiould dare to embrace this generous

refolution. Of the five whom Petrarch exhorted, the three firft,

John the twenty-fecond, Benedid the twelfth, and Clement the fixth,

were importuned or amufed by the boldnefs of the orator ; but the

memoi-able change which had been attempted by Urban the fifth,

was finally accomplifhed by Gregory the eleventh. The execution

of their defign was oppofed by weighty and almoil infuperable ob-

ftacles. A king of France who has deferved the epithet of wife, was

unwilling to releafe them from a local dependence : the cardinals, for

the moft pp-t his fubjeds, were attached to the language, manners,

and climate, of Avignon ; to their ftately palaces ; above all, to the

wines of Burgundy. In their eyes, Italy was foreign or hoflile ; Return of

and they reludtantly embarked at Marfeilles, as if they had been fold a'^D^m'o?

or baniilied into the land of the Saracens. Urban the fifth refided Oilobenu—
A. D. 1370,

three years in the Vatican with fafety and honour : his fandity was April 17,

protedted by a guard of two thoufand horfe ; and the king of Cyprus,

the queen of Naples, and the emperors of the Eaft and Weft de-

voutly fainted their common father in the chair of St. Peter. But the

joy of Petrarch and the Italians was foon turned into grief and in-

dignation. Some reafons of public or private moment, his own

impatience or the prayers of the cardinals, recalled Urban to France
;

and the approaching eledion was faved from the tyi'annic patriotifm

of the Romans. The powers of heaven were interefted in their

caufe : Bridget of Sweden, a faint and pilgrim, difapproved the re-

s' Squalida fed quoniam facies, negleflaculti patience. The Epiilles to Urban V. in profe,

Cafaries; muUifquemalislafTatafeneaus
^^^ ^^^^ ^^, ,^ ^^^ perluafive (Senilium,

Eripu'it folitam efEgiem: vetus accipe nomcn

;

, .. . ,, , . •

RoLvocor. (CarJl.z. p.77.) ^.'"\ •8"-027. 1- l^- epift. 1. p. S44-

He fpins this allegory beyond ail meafare or i"^'^'

turn.
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Final retjrn

of Grego-
ry Xi.

A.D. 1377,
7anuary 17.

turn, and foretold the death, of Urban the fifth ; the migration of

Gregory the eleventh was encouraged by St. Catherine of Sienna,

the fpoufe of Chrift and ambaffadrefs of the Florentines ; and the

popes themfelves, the great mailers of human credulity, appear to

have liftened to thefe viiionary females ". Yet thofe celeftial admo-

nitions were fupported by fome arguments of temporal policy. The

refidence of Avignon had been invaded by hoftile violence : at the

head of thirty thoufand robbers, an hero had extorted ranfom and

abfolution from the vicar of Chrift and the facred college ; and the

maxim of the French warriors, to fpare the people and plunder the

church, was a new herefy of the mcft dangerous import". AVhile

the pope was driven from Avignon, he was ftrenuouily invited to

Rome. The fenate and people acknowledged him as their lawful

fovereign, and laid at his feet the keys of the gates, the bridges,

and the fortreiTes ; of the quarter at leaft beyond the Tyber '". But

this loyal offer was accompanied by a declaration, that they could

no longer fufFer the fcandal and calamity of his abfence ; and that

his obftinacy would finally provoke them to revive and affert the

primitive right of election. The abbot of mount CaiTm had been

confulted, whether he would accept the triple crown" from the

clergy

5' I have not leifure to .expatiate on the

legends of St. Eiidget or ^st. Catherine, the

lall of which might furnifi; fome amufing

llories. Their efttcl on the mind of Gre-

gory XI. is atteiled by the laft folemn words

of the dying pope, who admoniihed the

aiRrtants, uKavcTcnt ab honriinibus, fii'e viris,

five mulleribijs, fub fpecie religionis loquen-

tibus v.fiones ful capitis, quia p^r tales ipfe

feduftjs, &c. (Baluz. Not. ad Vit. Pap.

Avenicncnfium, torn. i. p. 1223.).
'' This predatory expedition is rehted by

Frtiflard (Chronique, tom.i. p. 230), and

in the life of du Guefclin (Collcflion Gene-

ra!e;des Memoires Hifioriques, torn. iv. c. 16.

p. 107— 113 ) As early as the year 1361,

the court of Avignon had been molefted by

fimilar freebooters, who afterwards paifed the

Alps (Memoires fur Petrarque, tom.iii. p. 563

-569.).
*' Fleury alleges, from the Annals of Ode-

ricus Raynaldus, the original treaty which

was (igned the 21" of December
1 376, be-

tween Gregory XI. and the Romans (Hift.

Ecclef. torn. xx. p. 275.).
'^^ The firft crown or regnum (Ducange,

Gloif. Latin, tom. v. p. 702.) on the epilco-

pal mitre of the popes, is afcrlbed to the gift

of Conftantine, or Clovis. The fecond was
added by Boniface VJII. as the emblem not

only of a fpiritual, but of a temporal, king-

dom. The three llates of the church are re.•

prefented
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clergy and people : " I am a citizen of Rome ''," replied that vene-

rable ecclefiaftlc, " and my firft law is the voice of my country"*."

If fuperftition will interpret an untimely death"'; if the merit of

counfels be judged from the event; the heavens may feem to frown

on a meafure of fuch apparent reafon and propriety. Gregory the

eleventh did not furvive above fourteen months his return to the

Vatican ; and his deceafe was followed by the great fchlfm of the

Wefl, which diftraded the Latin church above forty years. The

facred college was then compofed of twenty- two cardinals : fix of

thefe had remained at Avignon; eleven Frenchmen, one Spaniard, and

four Italians, entered the conclave in the ufual form. Their choice

was not yet limited to the purple ; and their unanimous votes acqui-

efced in the archblihop of Bari, a fubjed of Naples, confplcuous

for his zeal and learning, who afcended the throne of St. Peter

under the name of Urban the fixth. The eplflle of the facred col-

lege affirms his free and regular eledlon ; which had been infpired,

as ufual, by the Holy Ghoft : he was adored, inveiled, and crowned,

with the cuilomary rights; his temporal authority was obeyed at Rom.e

and Avignon, and his ecclefiaftical fupremacy was acknowledged in the

Latin world. During feveral weeks, the cardinals attended their new

mafter with the fairefl:' profeffions of attachment and loyalty ; till

Eleftion of
Urban VL
April 9,

prefented by the triple crown which was in-

troJuced by John XXIi. c- Benedid Xil.

(Memoires fur Peirarque, torn. i. p. 25S,

2^9.).
*^ Baluze (Not. ad Pap. Avenion. torn. i.

p-, 1194, 1195•) produces the original evi-

dence v\hich aittlh the threats of the Roman
ambaiTadors, and the reiignation of the abbot

of mount Caffin, qui, u!tro fe offerens, refpon-

dit fe cived) Romanum efle, et illud. velle

quod ipfi vellent. ,

*+ The return of the popes from Avignon

to Rome, and their reception by the people,

are relatd in the original Lives of Urban V.

and Gregory XI. in Ealuze (V'it. Paparum

Arver.ionenfiuir., torn. i. p. 363 — 486) and

Muratcri (Script. Rer. Itaiicarum, torn. iii.

8

p. i. p. 610— 712.). In the difputes of the

fchil'm, every circumllance was fevereiv,

though partially, fcrurinifed; move especial-

ly in the great inqueft, which decided the'

obedience of Caftile, and to which Baluze,

in his no;es, fo -often and fo largely appeals,

from a Mb. voluoie ia the- liarlay librarv

(p. 1281, Sec).

°' Can the death of a eood man be elteem-

ed a puriiihment by thofi? who believe in the

immortality of the foul? They betray the iii-

ftabihty of the'.r faith. Yet as a mere philo-

fopher, I c.innot agree with the Greek?, ;,

01 bs'.i CiAsc-K -,-;--:^-- SI >:o< (Brunik, Poetce

Gnomici, p. 231.). See in Herodotus (I. i.

c. 31.) the nior-1 and pleafing tale of the

Argive you;hs.

the



6oo THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP, the rummer-heats permitted a decent efcape from the city. But
LXX.

V . , as foon as they were united at Anagni and Fundi, in a place of fe-

curity, they cail afide the maik, accufed their own faH'ehood and

hypocrify, excommunicated the apoflate and antichrift of Rome,

Eiefiion nf and proceeded to a new eledion of Robert of Geneva, Clement
ClementVII. , ^ , , , , ,

. .
j

iiept. 2 1. the feventh, whom they announced to the nations as the true ana

rightful vicar of Chrift. Their firft choice, an involuntary and ille-

gal ad, was annulled by the fear of death and the menaces of the

Romans; and their complaint is juftified by the ftrong evidence of

probability and fait. The twelve French cardinals, above two-thirds

of the votes, were mailers of the eleition ; and whatever might be

their provincial jealoufies, it cannot fairly be prefumed that they

would have facrificed their right and interefl; to a foreign candidate,

who would never reftore them to their native country. In the va-

rious, and often inconfiilent, narratives ", the iliades of popular

violence are more darkly or faintly coloured : but the licentioufnefs

of the feditious Romans was inflanicd by a fenfe of their privileges,

and the danger of a fecond emigration. The conclave was intimi-

dated by the fhouts, and encompaifed by the arms, of thirty thou-

fand rebels ; the bells of the Capitol and St. Peter's rang an alarm
;

" Death, or an Italian pope !" was the univerfal cry ; the fame

threat was repeated by the twelve bannerets or chiefs of the quarters,

in the form of charitable advice ; fome preparations were made for

burning the obftinate cardinals ; and had they chofen a Tranfalpine

fubjed, it is probable that they would never have departed alive

from the Vatican. The fame conftraint impofed the neceffity of

diiTembling in the eyes of Rome and of the world : the pride and

cruelty of Urban prefented a more inevitable danger ; and they foon

difcovercd the features of the tyrant, who could walk in his garden

** In the firft book cf the Hilloire du Con- The latter appear to be the moil sQive and

cile de , . Lenfant has abridged and loquacious, and every fail and word in the

compared the original narratives cf the ad- original Lives of Gregory XI. and Cle-

herents of Urban and Clement, of the Ita- ment VII. are fupported in the notes of their

iiatisanJ Germans, the French and Spaniards, editor Baluze.

.and
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and recite liis breviary, he heard from an adjacent chamber chap.
fix cardinals groaning on the rack. His inflexible zeal, which loudly •< ^r—r-^

cenlured their luxury and vice, would have attached them to the

fiat ions and duties of their pariihes at Rome ; and had he not fatally

delayed a new promotion, the French cardinals would have been

jeduced to an helplefs minority in the facred college. For thefe rea-

fons, and in the hope of repaiTing the Alps, they raihly violated the

peace and unity of the church ; and the merits of their double choice

are yet agitated in the Catholic fchools '^^ The vanity, rather than

the intereft, of the nation determined tlie court and clergy of

France". The ftates of Savoy, Sicily, Cyprus, Arragon, Caftille,

Navarre, and Scotland, were inclined by their example and autho-

rity to the obedience, of Clement the feventh, and, after his de-

ceafe, of BenediiS: the thirteenth. Rome and the principal ftates

of Italy, Germany, Portugal, England '', the Low Countries, and

the kingdoms of the North, adhered to the prior eledlion of Urban

the fixth, who was fucceeded by Boniface the ninth, Innocent the

feventh, and Gregory the twelfth.

Erom the banks of the Tyber ,and the Rhone, the hoilile pontiiFs ^'^^' fchifm1,1 • , , , r , , •, °^ t^e Weft,
encountered each other with the pen and the fword : the civil and A.D.

ecclefiaftical order of fociety was difturbed ; and the Romans had '^' — 4'

their full ihare of the mifchiefs of which they may be arraigned as

the primary authors '^ They had vainly flattered themfelves with

*' The ordinal numbers of the popes feem to the reafons of Clement, &.'c. ?

to decide the queftion againft Clement Vlf. '^ An epiftle, or declamation, in the name
and Benedict. who are boldly ftigma- of Edward. (.Baluz. Vit. Pap. Avenion.

tifed as anti-popes by the Italians, while the torn. i. p. 553.) difplays the zeal of the

French are content with authorities and rea- EiiglilTi nation againft the Clementines. ' Nor
fons to plead the caufe of doubt and tolera- was their zeal confined to words: the biftiop

tion <Baluz. in Prefat.). It is fingular, or of Norwich led a crufade of 60,000 bigots

ratheritisnotfingular,thatfaints,vifions,and beyond fea (Hume's Hiftory, vol. iii. p. 57,
miracles, ftiould be common to both parties. cS.).

*^ Baluze llrenilouny labours (Not. p.1271 '° Befides the general hiftorians, the Diaries

— 1280.) to judify the pure and pious mo- of Delphinus Gentilis, Peter Antonius, and

tiv«s of Charles V. king of France ; he Stephen Infeflura, in the great Colleflion of

refufed to hear the arguments of Urban; uratori, reprelent the ftate and misfortunes

but were not the Urbanlfts equally deaf of Rome.

Vql. VI. 4 the



Rome,
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CHAP, ttie hope of reftoring the feat of the ecclefiaftical monarchy, and of

^_ ,..^.- .^ relieving their poverty with the tributes and offerings of the nations;

Calamities of but the feparation of France and Spain diverted the ftream of lucra-

tive devotion ; nor could the lofs be compenfated by the two jubi-

lees which were crowded into the fpace of ten years. By the avo-

cations of the fchifm, by foreign arms, and popular tumults, Urbaa

the fixth and his three I'ucceffors were often compelled to interrupt

their refidence in the Vatican. The Colonna and Urfmi ilill exer-

cifed their deadly feuds ; the bannerets of Rome afferted and abufed

the privileges of a republic : the vicars of Chrift, who had levied a

military force, chaftifed their rebellion with the gibbet, the fword,

and the dagger ; and, in a friendly conference, eleven deputies of

the people were perfidioufly murdered and caft into the ilreet.

Since the invafion of Robert the Norman, the Romans had purfued

their domeilic quarrels without the dangerous interpofition of a

ftranger. But in the diforders of the fchifm, an afpiring neighbour,

Ladiflaus king of Naples, alternately fupported and betrayed the

pope and the people : by the former, he was declared gonfalonier^

or general, of the church, while the latter fubmitted to his choice

the nomination of their magiftrates. Befieging Rome by land and

•water, he thrice entered the gates as a Barbarian conqueror
; pro-

faned the altar?., violated the virgins, pillaged the merchants, per-

formed his devotions at St. Peter's, and left a garrifon in the caftle

of St. Angelo. His arms were fometimes unfortunate, and to a

delay of three days he was indebted for his life and crown ; but

Ladiflaus triumphed in his turn, and it was only his premature

death that could fave the metropolis and the ecclefiaftical ftate from

the ambitious conqueror, who had aifumed the title, or at leaft the

powers, of king of Rome ".

^' It is fuppofed by Giannone (torn. iii. juftified the reading of Rex Ratnas, of Rama,

p. 292.) that he ftyled himfelf Rex Rams, a an obfcure kingdom annexed to the crown of

title unknowa to the world fince the expul- Hungary.

fwa of Tarc^uin. at a nearer infpeilion has

2 I have
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I have not undertaken the ccclcfiaftical hiftory of the fchifm; but ^ HA P,

Rome, the objedl of thefe laft chapters, is deeply interefted in the " »
_

~ >

difputed fucceifion of her fovereigns. The firil counfels for the for peace and

peace and union of Chriftendom arofe from the univerfity of Paris, ""'a".'d.

from the faculty of the Sorbonne, whofe dodors were eileemed, at '392—H»?•

leaft in the Galilean church, as the moil confummate mafters of

theological fcience '\ Prudently waving all invidious enquiry into

the origin and merits of the difpute, they propofed, as an healing

meafure, that the two pretenders of Rome and Avignon ihould ab-

dicate at the fame time, after qualifying the cardinals of the adverfe

fadions to join in a legitimate eledion ; and that the nations ihould

" their obedience, if either of the competitors preferred his

own intereil to that of the public. At each vacancy, thefe phyfi-

cians of the church deprecated the mifchiefs of an hafty choice;

but the policy of the conclave and the ambition of its members

were deaf to reafon and entreaties ; and whatfoever promifes were

made, the pope could never be bound by the oaths of the cardinal.

During fifteen years, the pacific defigns of the univerfity were

eluded by the arts of the rival pontiffs, the fcruples or paffions of

their adherents, and the viciffitudes of French fadicxns, that ruled

the infanity of Charles the fixth. At length a vigorous refolution

was embraced ; and a folemn embaffy, of the titular patriarch of

Alexandria, two archbifliops, five biihops, five abbots, three knights,

and twenty dodors, was fent to the courts of Avignon and Rome,

to require, in the name of the church and king, the abdication of

the two pretenders, of Peter de Luna, who ftyled himfelf Benedid

'''' The leading and dec'ifive part which The proceedings of the univerfity of Paris

France aifumed in the fchifm, is ilated by and the Gallican church were often prompted

Peter du Puis in a feparate hiftory, extradled by his advice,and arecopiouflydifplayed in his

from authentic records, and inferted in the theological writings, of which Le Clerc (Bi-

'•" -oiume of the laft and beft edition of his bliotheque Choifie, torn. x. p. —78.) has

friend Thuanus (P. xi. p. no— 184.). given a valuable extradl. John Gerfon adled

" Of this meafure, John Gerfon, a flout an important part in the councils of Pifa and

doilor, was the author or the champion. Conftance.

4 2 the
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^ Y^ ^• the thirteenth, and of Angelo Corrario, who aflumed the name of

v-—«r—-^ Gregory the twelfth. For the ancient honour of Rome, and the•

fuccefs of tlieir commiffion, the ambaffadors foHcited a conference with

the magiftrates of the city, whom they gratified by a pofitive decla-

ration, that the moft Chriftiaii king did not entertain a wifli

tranfporting the holy fee from the Vatican, which he confidered as

the genuine and proper feat of the fucceflbr of St. Peter. In the

name of the fenate and people, an eloquent Roman aiferted their

defire to co-operate in the union of the church, deplored the tem-

poral and fpiritual calamities of the long fchifm, and requefted the

protedion of France againft the arms of the king of Naples. The

anfwers of Benedidt and Gregory were alike edifying and alike

deceitful ; and, in evading the demand of their abdication, the two

rivals were animated by a common fpirit. They agreed on the

neceflity of a previous interview, but the time, the place, and the

manner, could never be afcertained by mutual confent. " If the one

" advances," fays a fervant of Gregory, " the other retreats ; the

" one appears an animal fearful of the land, the other a creature

" apprehenfive of the water. ArA thus for a ihort remnant of life

*' and power, will thefe aged priefts endanger the peace and falva-

« tion of the Chriftian world "."

Council of The Chriftian world was at length provoked by their obftinacy

A. 0.1409. ^^^ fraud: they were d^ferted by their cardinals, who embraced

each other as friends and colleagues ; and their revolt was fupported

by a numerous aflembly of prelates and ambaffadors. AVith equal

juftice, the council of Pifa depofed the popes of Rome and Avignon

;

the conclave was unanimous in the choice of Alexander the fifth,

and his vacant feat was foon filled hy a fimilar eledion of John the

"Leonardos Bruniis Aretinus, one of the (Fabric. Bibliot, medii,, tom.i. p. 290.).

revivers of daflic learning in Italy, who, Lenfant has given the verfion of this curious

after ferving many years as fecretary in the epiille (Concile de Fife, torn. i. p. ijz—
-Roman court, retired to the honourable 195•)•

office of chancellor of the republic of Florence

twenty-
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twenty-third, the moil profligate of mankind. But inilcad of ex-

tniguiflnng the fchifm, the raflinefs of the French and ItaHans had

given a third pretender to the chair of St. Peter. Such new claims

of the fynod and conclave were difputed : three kings, of Germany,

Hungary, and Naples, adhered to the caufe of Gregory the twelfth;

and Benedidl the thirteenth, himfelf a Spaniard, was acknov;tedf>ed

by the devotion and patriotifm of that powerful nation. The rafli
Counc!! of
Coniiance,

proceedings of Pifa were corrected by the council of Conftance ; the A.D.

emperor Sigifmond ailed a conipicuous part as the advocate or pro- ^
"^

tedtor of the Catholic church ; and the number and weight of civil

and ecclefiailical members might feem to conftitute the ftates general

of Europe. Of the three popes, John the twenty-third was the firft

vidlm : he fleil and was brought back a prifoner : the moft fcan-

dalous charges were fupprelTed ; the vicar of Chriil was only ac-

cufed of piracy, murder, rape, fodomy, and inceft ; and after fub-

fcribing his own condemnation, he expiated in prifon the impru-

dence of trufting his perfon to a free city beyond the Alps. Gregory

the twelfth, whofe obedience was reduced to the narrow precindls

of Rimini, defcended with more honour from the throne, and his

ambaiTador convened the feffion, in which he renounced the title

and authority of lawful pope. To vanquiih the obftinacy of Bene-' the thirteenth or his adherents, the emperor in peribn under-

took a journey from Conftance to Perpignan. The kings of

Caftille, Arragon, Navarre, and Scotland, obtained an equal and ho-

nourable treaty : with the concurrence of the Spaniards, Benedidl was

depofed by the council ; but the harmlefs old man was left in a

folitary caftle to excommunicate twice each day the rebel kingdoms

which had deferted his caufe. After thus eradicating the remains

of the fchifm, the fynod of Conftance proceeded with flow and cau-

tious fteps, to eleft the fovereign of P.ome and the head of the church.

On this momentous occafion, the college of twenty-three cardinals

was fortified with thirty deputies ; fix of whom were chofen in each

of the five great nations of Chriftendom, the Italian, the German, the

French,
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French, the Spaniih, and the Effgli/o " : the interference of ftrangers

was foftened by their generous preference of an Italian and a Roman

;

and the hereditary, as well as perfonal, merit of Otho Colonna recom-

mended him to the conclave. Rome accepted with joy and obedience

the nobleft of her fons, the ecclefiaftical ftate was defended by his

powerful family, and the elevation of Martin the fifth is the a^ra of

the reiloration and eilablifhment of the popes in the Vatican'*.

The royal prerogative of coining money, which had been exercifed

near three hundred years by the fenate, was^f^y? refumed by Martin

the fifth", and his image and fuperfcription introduce the feries of the

papal medals. Of his two immediate fucceflbrs, Eugenius the fourth

" I cannot overlook tViis great national

caufe, which was vigoroufly maintained by

the Englifh ambailadors againft thofe of

France. The latter contended, that Chriften-

dom was eflentially diftributed into the four

great nations and votes, of Italy, Germany,

France, and Spain; and that the lefler king-

doms (fuch as England, Denmark, Portu-

gal, &c.) were comprehended under one or

other of thefe great divifions. The Englifh

aflerted, that the Britifti iflands, of which

they were the head, ihould be confidered as

a fifth and co-ordinate nation, with an equal

vote; and every argument of truth or fable

was introduced to exalt the dignity of their

country. Including England, Scotland,

Wales, the four kingdoms of Ireland, and

the Orknies, the Britifh iflands are decorated

with eight royal crowns, and difcriminated

by four or five languages, Englifh, Welfh,

Cornifh, Scotch, Iriih, c&c. The greater

ifland from north to fouth meafures 800

miles, or 40 days journey ; and England alone

contains 32 counties, and 52,000 parifh

churches, (a bold account!) befides cathe-

drals, colleges, priories, and hofpitals. They

celebrate the mifTion of St. Jofeph of Arima-

thea, the birth of Conflantine, and the le-

gantine powers of the two primates, without

forgetting the teflimony of Bartholemy de

Glanville (A.D. 1360), who reckons only

four Chriilian kingdoms, i. of Reme, 2. of

Conflantinople, 3. of Ireland, which had
been transferred to the Englilh monarchs,

and, 4. of Spain. Our countrymen pre-

vailed in the council, but the viilories of

Henry V. added much weight to their argu-

ments. The adverfe pleadings were found

at Conrtance by Sir Robert Wingfield, am-
bafTador from Henry VIII. to the emperor

Maximilian I. and by him printed in 1517

at Louvain. From a Leipfic MS. they are

more correftly publifhed in the Colie£lion of

Von der Hardt, torn. v. ; but I have only feen

Lenfant's abftrail of thefe afts (Concile de

Conflance, torn. ii. p. 447. 453, &c.).

'* The hiilories of the three fucceflive

councils, Pifa, Conftance, and Bafil, have

been written with a tolerable degree of can-

dour, induftry, and elegance, by a Proteftant

minifler, M. Lenfant, who retired from

France to Berlin. They form fix volumes in

quarto; and as Bafil is the worfl, fo Con-

flance is the befl, part of the colleftion.

" See the xxvii"> DifTertation of the Anti-

quities of Muratori, and the i" Inftruilion of

the Science des Mcdailles of the Pere Joubert

and the Baron de la Baftie. The Metallic

Hillory of Martin V. and his fuccefTors, has

been compofed by two monks, Moulinet a

Frenchman, and Bonanni an Italian: but I

underfland, that the firfl part of the feries is

reilored from more recent coins.

was
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was the /ij/? pope expelled by the tmnuUs of the Roman people", ^ HA P.

and Nicholas the fifth, the who was importuned by the prefence ^- —y 1

of a Roman emperor". I. The conflid of Eugenius, with the fathers Laft revolt of

of Bafil, and the weight or apprehenfion of a new excife, em- a.d!'i434,

boldened and provoked the Romans to ufurp the temporal govern- oftobe^To.

ment of the city. They roie in arms, eleded feven governors of

the republic, and a conftable of the Capitol ; imprifoned the pope's

nephew ; befieged his perfon in the palace ; and ihot vollies of ar-

rows into his bark as he efcaped down the Tyber in the habit of

a monk. But he ftill poiTefled in the caftle of St. Angelo a faithful

garrifon and a train of artillery : their batteries inceifantly thundered

on the city, and a bullet more dextrouily pointed broke down the

barricade of the bridge, and fcattered with a fingle ihot the heroes

of the republic. Their conftancy was exhaufted by a rebellion of

five months. Under the tyranny of the Ghibeline nobles, the wifeft

patriots regretted the dominion of the church ; and their repentance

was unanimous and effedlual. The troops of St. Peter again occu-

pied the Capitol ; the magiftrates departed to their homes ; the moil

guilty were executed or exiled ; and the legate, at the head of two

thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe, was faluted as the father of

the city. The fynods of Ferrara and Florence, the fear or refent-

ment of Eugenius, prolonged his abfence : he was received by a

fubmifllve people ; but the pontiff underftood from the acclamations

©f his triumphal entry, that to fecure their loyalty and his own re-

pofe, he muft grant without delay the abolition of the odious excife,

II. Rome was reftored, adorned, and enlightened, by the peaceful

reign of Nicholas the fifth. In the midft of thefe laudable occupa-

" Befides the Lives of Eugenius IV. (Re- the language of a citizen, equally afraid of

rum Italic, torn. iii. P. i. p. 869. and prieflly and popular tyranny,

torn. X.XV. p. 256.), the Diaries of Paul 7» The coronaticn of Frederic HI. is de-

Petroni and Stephen InfeiTura are the bell fcribed by Lenfant (Concile de Balle, tom.Ji.

original evidence for the revolt of the Ro- p. 276— 288.), from ^Eneas Sylvius, a fpec-

nians againll Eugenius IV. The former, tator and aftor in that fp.lendid fcene.

who lived at the time and on the fpot, fpeaks

tionsj
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CHAP, tions, the pope was alarmed by the approach of Frederic the third
LXX•

•

—

. ' of Auftria ; though his fears could not be juilified by the charaiter
Laft corona-

r i • i i• i r i • • ••
tionofaGer- or the power of the Imperia! candidate. After drawing his military

Frederic HI.' force to the metropolis, and impofing the beft fecurity of oaths
^"

i/Lrchiiy ^^^^ treaties, Nicholas received with a fmiling countenance the faith-

ful advocate and vaflal of the church. So tame were the times, fo

feeble was the Auftrian, that the pomp of his coronation was ac-

compliihed with order and harmony : but the fuperfluous honour

was fo difgraceful to an independent nation, that his fucceifors have

excufed themfelves from the toilfome pilgrimage to the Vatican

;

and reft their Imperial title on the choice of the ele£tors of Germany.

The ftatutes A cltizeii has remarked, with pride and pleafure, that the king of

menfoT"^' t^^ Romans, after paffing with a flight falute the cardinals and pre-

Rome.
j^^^g ^-^^ j^gj. jjjj^ ^^ j.j|,g gate, diftinguiihed the drefs and perfon

of the fenator of Rome ; and in this laft farewel, the pageants of

the empire and the republic were clafped in a friendly embrace ^'.

According to the laws of Rome ^\ her firft magiftrate was required

to be a do£lor of laws, an alien, of a place at leaft forty miles from

the city ; with whofe inhabitants he muft not be conne£led in tlie

third canonical degree of blood or alliance. The election was an-

nual : a fevere fcrutiny was inftituted into the condu£t of the

departing fenator ; nor could he be recalled to the fame office till

after the expiration of two years. A liberal falary of three thou-

fand florins was afllgned for his expence and reward ; and his public

'° The oath of fidelity impofed on the em- ^neas Sylvius, but he is viewed with admi-

peror by the pope, is recorded and fandified ration and connplacency by the Roman citizen

in the Clementines (1. ii. tit. ix.) ; and ^neas (Diario di Stephano Infeflura, p. 1133.).

Sylvius, who objeils to this new demand, *^ See in the ftatutcs of Rome, the /eaalor

could not forefee, that in a few years he anii three judges {\.\. c. 3— 14•), the confer-

fhould afcend the throne, and imbibe the 'vatcrs (l.i. c. 15, 16, 17. 1 iii. c. 4.), the

maxims, of Boniface VIII. caporioni (1. i. c. 18. I. iii. c. 8.), xh<t fecrtt

" Lo fenatore di Roma, veftltD di brocarto council [^.\\\. c. 2.), the common council (i. iii.

con quella beretta, e con quelle maniche, et c. 3.). The title of ylW^, defiances, ails of
ornamenti di pelle, co' quali va alle fefte di 'violence. Sec. is fpread through many a chap-

I'ellaccio e Nagone, might efcape the eye of ter (c. 14—40.) of the fecond book.

appearance
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appearance reprcfented the majefty of the republic. His robes were chap.
of gold brocade or crimfon velvet, or in the fummer feafon of a

lighter filk ; he bore in his hand an ivory fceptre ; the found of

trumpets announced his approach; and his folemn fteps were preceded

at leaft by four lidors or attendants, whofe red wands were enveloped

with bands or ftreamers of the golden colour or livery of the city. His

oath in the Capitol proclaims his right and duty, to obferve and aifert

the laws, to control the proud, to protedt the poor, and to exercife

juftice and mercy within the extent of his jurifdidlion. In thefe

ufeful fundlions he was aififted by three learned ftrangers; the two

collaterals^ and the judge of criminal appeals : their frequent trials of

robberies, rapes, and murders, are attefted by the laws ; and the

weaknefs of thefe laws connives at the licentioufnefs of private

feuds and armed aifociations for mutual defence. But the fenator

was confined to the adminiftration of juftice : the Capitol, the trea-

fury, and the government of the city and its territory were entrufted

to the three confervators^ who were changed four times in each year

:

the militia of the thirteen regions aifembled under the banners of

their refpedlive chiefs, or caporioni ; and the firft of thefe was dif-

tinguiihed by the name and dignity of the prior. The popular

legiflature confifted of the fecret and the common councils of the

Romans. The former was compofed of the magiftrates and their

immediate predeceflbrs, with fome fifcal and legal officers, and three

claifes of thirteen, twenty-fix, and forty, counfellors ; amounting in

the whole to about one hundred and twenty perfons. In the com-

mon council all male citizens had a right to vote ; and the value of

their privilege was enhanced by the care with which any foreigners

were prevented from ufurplng the title and charader of Romans.

The tumult of a democracy was checked by wife and jealous pre-

cautions : except the magiftrates, none could propofe a queftion

;

none were permitted to fpeak, except from an open pulpit or tri-

bunal ; all diforderly acclamations were fuppreifed ; the fenfe of the

Vol. VI. 4 I majority

LXX.
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CHAP, majority was decided by a fecret ballot ; and their decrees were pro-

t
,

/ -'
. mulgated in the venerable name of the Roman fenate and people.

It would not be eafy to affign a period in which this theory of go-

vernment has been reduced to accurate and conftaiit pradice, fmce

the eftabliihment of order has lieen gradually connedled with the

decay of liberty. But in the year one thoufand five hundred and

eighty, the ancient ftatutes were colleiled, methodifed in three

books, and adapted to prefent ufe, under the pontificate, and with

the approbation, of Gregory the thirteenth " : this civil and criminal

code is the modern law of the city ; and, if the popular aflemblies

have been aboliflied, a foreign fenator, with the three confervators,

flill refides in the palace of the Capitol '*. The policy of the Cxfars

has been repeated by the popes ; and the bifliop of Rome affedted

to maintain the form of a republic, w^hile he reigned with the ab-

folute powers of a temporal, as well as fpirltual, monarch.

ConfpJracyof It is an obvious truth, that the times rauft be fuited to extraordl-

Porcaro,
j^^j^ charaders, and that the genius of Cromwell or Retz might

January 9. now expire in obfcurity. The political enthufiafm of Rienzi had

exalted him to a throne ; the fame enthufiafm, in the next century,

condu£ted his imitator to the gallows. The birth of Stephen Por-

caro was noble, his reputation fpotlefs ; his tongue was armed with

eloquence, his mind was enlightened with learning ; and he afpired,

beyond the aim of vulgar ambition, to free his country and immor-

talife his name. The dominion of priefts is moft odious to a liberal

fpirit ; every fcruple was removed by the recent knowledge of the

fable and forgery of Conftantine's donation ; Petrarch was now the

oracle of the Italians ; and as often as Porcaro revolved the ode

'3 Statuta alma Uriis Roma Auaoritate the ruggedcrull of freedom and barbarifm.

5.0. N. GregoriiXUl. Pont. Max. a Senatu ' In my time (1765), and in M. Grof-

Pcpuloque Rom. reformata et ediia. Roma, ley's (Obfervations fur I'ltalie, torn. ii.

1580, in folio. The obfoletc, repugnant p. 361.)» the fenator of Rome was M. Bieike,

ftatutes of antiquity, were confounded in a noble Swede, and a profelyte to the Ca-

five books, and Lucas Pastur, a lawyer and tholic faith. The pope's right to appoint

antiquarian, was appointed to ail as the mo- the fenator and the confervator is implied,

dernTribonian. Yetl regret the old code, with rather than affirmed, in the Statutes.

which
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which defcribes the patriot and hero of Rome, he applied to himfelf ^ ^^.^ P.

the vifions of the prophetic bard. His firft trial of the popular feel- >- „-.. -./

itigs was at the funeral of Eugenius the fourth : in an elaborate

ipeech he called the Romans to liberty and arms ; and they liftened

with apparent pleafure, till Porcaro was interrupted and anfwered

by a grave advocate, who pleaded for the church and ftate. By

every law the feditious orator was guilty of treafon ; but the bene-

volence of the new pontiff, who viewed his charader with pity and

eileem, attempted by an honourable office to convert the patriot

into a friend. The inflexible Roman returned from Anagni with

an encreafe of reputation and zeal ; and, on the firft opportunity,

the games of the place Navona, he tried to inflame the cafual dif-

pute of fome boys and mechanics into a general rifmg of the people.

Yet the humane Nicholas was fl^iil averfe to accept the forfeit of his

life ; and the traitor was removed from the fcene of temptation to

Bologna, with a liberal allowance for his fupport, and the eafy ob-

ligation of prefenting himfelf each day before the governor of the

city. But Porcaro had learned from the younger Brutus, that with

tyrants no faith or gratitude ihould be obferved : the exile declaimed

againft the arbitrary fentence ; a party and a confpiracy was gra-

dually formed ; his nephew, a daring youth, affembled a band of

volunteers ; and on the appointed evening a feaft was prepared at

his houfe for the friends of the republic. Their leader, who had

efcaped from Bologna, appeared among them in a robe of purple

and gold : his voice, his countenance, his geftures, befpoke the man

who had devoted his life or death to the glorious caufe. In a

ftudied oration, he expatiated on the motives and the means of their

enterprife : the name and liberties of Rome ; the floth and pride of

their ecclefiafl:ical tyrants ; the adtive or paffive confent of their fellow-

citizens ; three hundred foldiers, and four hundred exiles, long ex-

ercifed in arms or in wrongs ; the licence of revenge to edge their

fwords, and a million of ducats to reward their viilory. It would

4 I 2 be
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C A p. be eafy (he fald), on the next day, the feilival of the Epiphany, to

^_ .- ./ feize the pope and his cardinals before the doors, or at the altar, of

St. Peter's ; to lead them in chains under the walls of St. Angelo ; to

extort by the threat of their inftant death a furrender of the caftle j

to afcend the vacant Capitol ; to ring the alarm-bell ; and to reftore

in a popular affembly the ancient republic of Rome. AVhile he

triumphed, he was already betrayed. The fenator, with a ftrong

guard, invefted the houfe : the nephew of Porcaro cut his way

through the crowd ; but the unfortunate Stephen was drawn from

a cheft, lamenting that his enemies had anticipated by three hours

the execution of his defign. After fuch manifeft and repeated guilt,

even the mercy of Nicholas was filent. Porcaro, and nine of his

accomplices, were hanged without the benefit of the facraments
;

and amidft the fears and invedtives of the papal court, the Romans

pitied, and almoft applauded, thefe martyrs of their country". But

their applaufe was mute, their pity ineifedual, their liberty for ever

extina: ; and, if they have fmce rifen in a vacancy of the throne or

a fcarclty of bi-ead, fuch accidental tumults may be found in the

bofom of the moft abjedt fervitude.

Laftdiforders But the independence of the nobles, which was fomented by-
of Rome.

" cord, furvived the freedom of the commons, which muft be founded

in union. A privilege of rapine and oppreffion was long main-

tained by the barons of Rome ; their houfes were a fortrefs and a

fan£tuary : and the ferocious train of banditti and criminals whom

they protefted from the law, repaid the hofpitality with the fervice

of their fwords and daggers. The private intereft of the pontiffs, or

their nephews, fometimes involved them in thefe domeftic feuds.

'5 Befides the curious though concife nar- It is amufing to compare the ftyle and fenti-

rative of Machiavel (Illoria Fiorentina, l.vi. ments of the courtier and citizen. Facinus

Opere, torn. i. p. 210, zn. edit. Londra, profeilo quo neque periculo horribilius,

174.7, in 4"), the Porcarian confpiracy is neque audacia deteftabilius, neque crudeli-

related in the Diary of Stephen Infe/Tura tate tetrius, a quoquam perditiilimo ufpiam

(Rer. Ital. torn. iii. P. H. p. 1134, U35.), excogitatum fit.. . .Perdette la vita quell*

and in a fepaiate trail by Leo Baptiila Al- huomo da bene, e anmatore dello bene et li-

berti (Rer. ItaK torn. xxv. p. 609— 614.). berta di Roaia,

Under
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Under the reign of Sixtus the fourth, Rome was diftraded by the C A p•

battles and fieges of the rival houfes : after the conflagration of his > ^
'

•*

palace, the protonotary Colonna was tortured and beheaded ; and

Savelli, his captive friend, was murdered on the fpot, for refufing

to join in the acclamations of the vidtorious Urfini ". But the

popes no longer trembled in the Vatican : they had ftrength to com-

mand, if they had refolution to claim, the obedience of their fub-

jecls ; and the ftrangers, who obferved thefe partial diforders, ad-

mired the eafy taxes and wife adminiftration of the ecclefiaftical

ftate '\

The fpiritual thunders- of the Vatican depend on the force of The popes

• •- ••1/-I It r acquire the

opmion : and, if that opmion be fupplanted by reafon or paffion, abfolute do-

the found may idly wafte itfelf in the air ; and the helplefs prieft is Rome,

expofed to the brutal violence of a noble or a plebeian adverfary. &. "
'^°°''

But after their return from Avignon, the keys of St. Peter were

guarded by the fword of St. Paul. Rome was commanded by an

impregnable citadel : the ufe of cannon is a powerful engine againft

popular fedldons : a regular force of cavalry and infantry was en-

hfted under the banners of the pope : his ample revenues fupplied

the refources of war ; and, from the extent of his domain, he could

bring down on a rebellious city an army of hoftile neighbours and

loyal fubjedls". Since the union of the dutchies of Ferrara and

'' The diforders of Rome, which were et feroient toujours bien conduits (car tou-

much ir.flamed hy the partiality of Sixtus IV". jours les papes font fages et bien confeillei)

;

are expofed in the Diaries of two fpeftstors, mais tres fouvent en advient de grands et

Stephen Infefl'ura, and an anonymous citi- cruels meurtres et pilleries.

zen. See the troubles of the years 1484, " By the ceconomy of Sixtus V. the re-

and the death of th« protonotary Colonna, venue of the ecclefiaftical ftate was raifed to

in tom.iii. P. ii. p. 1083. 1158. two millions and a half of Roman crowns
"" Eft toute la terre de I'eglife troublee (Vita, tom. ii. p. zgi— 296.) ; and fo regu-

pour cette partialite (des Colonnes et des Ur- lar was the military eftabliihment, that in

fins), come nous dirions Luce et Grammont, one month Clement VIII. could invade the

ou en HollandeHouc et Caballan; etquand duchy of Ferrara with three thoufand horfe

ce ne feroit ce difFerend la terre de I'eglife and twenty thoufand foot (tom. iii. p. 64.).

feroit la plus heureufe habitation pour les Since that time (A. D. 1597.). '•^^ papal

fajets, qui foit dans tout le monde (car ils ne arms are happily rufted ; but the revenue

payentni tallies nigueresautresau;reschofes)> muft have gained fomc nominal encreafe.

1

1

Urbino,.
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CHAP. Urbino, the ecclefiaftical ftate extends from the Mediterranean to
LXX.

.. - . _j the Adriatic, and from the confines of Naples to the banks of the

Po ; and as early as the fixteenth century, the greater part of that

fpacious and fruitful coimtry acknowledged the lawful claims and

temporal fovereignty of the Roman pontliFs. Their claims were

readily deduced from the genuine, or fabulous, donations of the

darker ages : the fucceffive ileps of their final fettlement would engage

us too far in the tranfaclions of Italy, and even of Europe ; the

crimes of Alexander the fixth, the martial operations of Julius

the lecond, and the liberal policy of Leo the tenth, a theme which

has been adorned by the pens of the nobleft hiftorians of the times'*.

In the firft period of their conquefts, till the expedition of Charles

the eighth, the popes might fuccefsfully wreftle with the adjacent

princes and ilates, whofe military force was equal, or inferior, to their

own. But as foon as the monarchs of France, Germany, and Spain,

contended with gigantic arms for the dominion of Italy, they fup-

plied with art the deficiency of ftrength ; and concealed, in a laby-

rinth of wars and treaties, their afpiring views, and the immortal

hope of chacing the Barbarians beyond the Alps. The nice balance

of the Vatican was often fubverted by the foldiers of the North and

Weft, who were united under the ftandard of Charles the fifth : the

feeble and fluftuating policy of Clement the feventh expofed his per-

fon and dominions to the conqueror ; and Rome was abandoned

feven months to a lawlefs army, more cruel and rapacious than the

Goths and Vandals *°. After this fevere leflbn, the popes contracted

their ambition, which was almoft fatisfied, refiimed the charadler

of a common parent, and abftained from all oiFenfive hoftilities,

" More efpecially by Guicciardini and the prize with Italy herfelf.

Machiavel; in the general hillory of 'he for- '" In the hiftory of the Gothic fiege, I

mer, in the Florentine hiilory, the Prince, have compared the Barbarians with the fub-

and the political difcourfes of the latter, jefts of Charles V. (vol. iii. p. 242—244•);
Thefe, with their worthy fuceeffcrs, Fra- an anticipation, which, like that of the Tar-
Paolo and Daviia, were juftly efteemed the lar conquefts, 1 indulged with the lefs fcruple,

firft hiftorians of modern languages, till, in as I could fcarcely hope to reach the conclu-

the prefeat age, Scotland aroie, to dil'pute Aoi> of my work.

except
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except in an hafty quarrel, when the vicar of Chriil and the Turklih CHAP.
fultan were armed at the iame time againft the kingdom of y.. -.-'_/

Naples". The French and Germans at length withdrew from the

field of battle : Milan, Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, and the fea-coaft

of Tufcany, were firmly poiTeiTed by the Spaniards
; and it became

their intereft to maintain the peace and dependence of Italy, which

continued almoft without difturbance from the middle of the fix-

teenth to the opening of the eighteenth century. The Vatican was

fwayed and proted:ed by the religious policy of the Catholic king :

his prejudice and intereft difpofed him in every difpute to fupport

the prince againft the people ; and inftead of the encouragement,

the aid, and the afylum, which they obtained from the adjacent

ftates, the friends of liberty, or the enemies of law, were enclofed

on all fides within the iron circle of defpotifm. The long habits of

obedience and education fubdued the turbulent fpirit of the nobles

and commons of Rome. The barons forgot the arms and fadlions

of their anceftors, and infenfibly became the fervants of luxury and

government. Inftead of maintaining a crowd of tenants and fol-

lowers, the produce of their eftates was confumed in the private

expences, which multiply the pleafures, and diminiih the power, of

the lord '\ The Colonna and Urfini vied with each other in the

decoration of their palaces and chapels ; and their antique fplendour

was rivalled or furpaifed by the fudden opulence of the papal fami-

lies. In Rome the voice of freedom and difcord is no longer heard ;

and, inftead of the foaming torrent, a fmooth and ftagnant lake

reflects the image of idlenefs and fervitude.

*' The ambitious and feeble hoililities of decently applied to proteft his defeat,

the CarafFa pope, Paul IV, may be feen in *' This gradual change of manners and
Thuanus (1. xvi—xviii.) and Giannone expence, is admirably explained by Dr. Adam
(torn. iv. p. 149— J63.). Thofe Catholic Smith (Wealth of Nations, vol. i. p. 495

—

bigots, Philip II. and the duke of Alva, 504.), who proves, perhaps too ieverely,

prefumed to feparate the Roman prince from that the moll falutary effefts have flovved

the vicar of Chriil: yet the holy charailer, from the meanell and moll fellilh caufes.

which would have fandi&ed his vidory, wa4

16 A Chriftian,
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A Chriilian, a philofopher ", and a patriot, will be equally fcan-

dalized by the temporal kingdom of the clergy ; and the local ma-

jefty of Rome, the remembrance of her confuls and triumphs, may

feem to embitter the fenfe, and aggravate the fliame, of her llavery.

If we calmly weigh the merits and defeds of the ecclefiaftical govern-

ment, it may be praifed in its prefent ftate as a mild, decent, and tran-

quil fyftem, exempt from thedangersof a minority, the failles ofyouth,

the expences of luxury, and the calamities ofwar. But thefe advantages

are overbalanced by a frequent, perhaps a feptennial, eledion of a

fovereign, who is feldom a native of the country : the reign of a

yoting ftatefman of threefcore, in the decline of his life and abilities,

without hope to accompliih, and without children to inherit, the

labours of his tranfitory reign. The fuccefsful candidate is drawn

from the church, and even the convent ; from the mode of educa-

tion and life the moil adverfe to reafon, humanity, and freedom.

Ill the trammels of fervile faith, he has learned to believe becaufe

it is abfurd, to revere all that is contemptible, and to defpife what-

ever might deferve the efteem of a i-ational being ; to puniih error

as a crime, to reward mortification and celibacy, as the firft of vir-

tues ; to place the faints of the kalendar '* above the heroes of

Rome and the fages of Athens ; and to confider the miflal, or the

crucifix, as more ufeful inftruments than the plough or the loom.

In the office of nuncio, or the rank of cardinal, he may acquire

fome knowledge of the world, but the primitive ftain will adhere

to his mind and manners ; from ftudy and experience he may fuf*•

ped the myftery of his profeffion ; but the facerdotal artift will

imbibe fome portion of the bigotry which he inculcates. The

»' Mr. Hume (Hift. of England, vol. i. '* A proteftant may difdain the unworthy

p. 389.) too haftily concludes, that if the civil preferenceof St. Francisor St. Dominic, buthe

and ecdefiallical powers be united in the will not raihly condemn the zeal or judgment

fame pcrfon, it is of little moment whether of SixtusV. who placed the fiatues of the

he be ftyled prince or prelate, fince the tem- apoftles, St. Peter and St. Paul, on the vacant

poral charafter will always predominate. columns of Trajan and Antonine.

genius
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genius of SIxtus the fifth'' burfl from the iiloom of a Francifcan ^ ^^^ ^'•

f
_

'^ LXX.
cloiftcr. In a reign of five years, he exterminated the outlaws and ,^:

•

—

-*

banditti, aboliflied the profane fanituaries of Rome '", formed a A. D.

naval and military force, reftored and emulated the monuments of '^ :>~'-^5°•

antiquity, and after a liberal ufe and large encreafe of the revenue,

left five millions of crowns in the caftle of St. Angelo. But his

juftice vsras fuUied with cruelty, his adtivity was prompted by the

ambition of conqueil ; after his deceafe, the abufes revived ; the

treafure was diffipated ; he entailed on pofterity thirty-five new

taxes and the venality of offices ; and, after his death, his ftatue

was demoliihed by an ungrateful, or an injured, people ". The

wild and original character of Sixtus the fifth ftands alone in

the feries of the pontiffs : the maxims and effedls of their tem-

poral government may be collected from the pofitive and com-

parative view of the arts and phllofophy, the agriculture and

trade, the wealth and population, of the ecclefiaftical ftate. For

myfelf, it is my wiih to depart in charity with all mankind j nor

»5 A wandering Italian, Gregorio Leti, officers, guards, and domeftics, to maintain

has given the Vita di Sifto-Quinto (Am- this iniquitous claim, and infult pope Inno-

ftel. 1721, 3 vols, in 12™°), a copious and cent XI. in the heart of his capital (Vita di

amufing work, but which does not com- Sifto V. torn. iii. p. z6o— 278. Muratori,

mand our abfolute confidence. Yet the Annali d'ltalia, torn. xv. p. 494—496. and
charadler of the roan, and the principal Voltaire, Siecle de Louis XIV. torn. ii. c. 14.

fadls, are fupported by the Annals of Spon- p. 58, 59.).

danus and Muratori (A. D. 1585— 1590), »' This outrage produced a decree, which
and the contemporary hiflory of the great was infcribed on marble, and placed in the

Thuanus (1. Ixxxii. c. 1, 2. 1. Ixxxiv. c. 10. Capitol. It is expreffed in a ilyle of manly
I. c. c. 8.). fimplicity and freedom : Si quis, five priva-

'* Thefe privileged places, the quartieri tus, five magiftratum gerens de collocanda

or franchi/es, were adopted from the Roman 'vi'vo pontifici ftatua mentionem facere aufit,

nobles by the foreign minifters. Julius II. legitimo S. P. (^R. decreto in perpetuum
had once aboliftied the abominandum et de- infamis et publicorum munerum expers efto.

teftandum franchitiarum hujufmodi nomen ; MDXC. menfe Augufto (Vita di Sifto V.
and after Sixtus V. they again revived. I torn. iii. p. 469.). I believe that this de-

cannot difcern either the juftice or magna- cree is ftill oblerved, and I know that every

nimity of Louis XIV. who in 1687 fent monarch who deferves a ftatue, Ihould himfelf

his ambaflador, the marquis de Lavardin, iinpofe the prohibition,

to Rome, with an armed force of a thoufand

Vol. VI. 4 am
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CHAP.
LXX.

THE DECLINE AND FALL

am I willing, in thefe laft moments, to offend even the pope and

clergy of Rome ".

9' The hiftories of the church, Italy, and

Chriftendom, have contributed to the chapter

which I now conclude. In the original Lives

of the Popes, we often difcover the city and

republic of Rome; and the events of the xiv'•"

and xv'"" centuries are preferved in the rude

and domelHc chronicles which I have care-

fully infpefted, and ihall recapitulate in the

order of time.

1

.

Monaldefchi (Ludovici BoncomitIs)Frag-

menta Annalium Roman. A. D. 1328,

in the Scriptores Rerum Italicarum of

Muratori, torn. xii. p. 525. N. B. The

credit of this fragment is fomewhat hurt

fay a fingnlar interpolation, in which the

author relates his otun death at the age

of 1
1 5

years.

2. Fragmenta Hiftoriae Romans (vulgo

Thomas Fortifioccae) , in Romana Dia-

leilo vulgari (A. D. 1327— 1354, in

Muratori, Antiquitat. medii ^Evi Italis,

torn. iii. p. 247—548.): the authentic

ground-work of the hillory of Rienzi.

3. Delphini (Gentilis) Diarium Romanum
(A. D. 1370— 1410), in the Rerum Ita-

licarum, tom. iii. P. ii. p. 846.

4. Antonii (Petri) Diariun Rom. (A. D.

1404— 1417 ), tom. xxiv. p. 969.

5. Petroni (Pauli) Mifcellanea Hiftorica

Romana (A. D. 1433— 1446), tom. xxiv.

p. 1 101.

6. Volaterrani (Jacob.) Diarium Rom.
(A.D. 147Z— 1484), tom.xxiii. p. 81.

7. Anonymi Diarium Urbis Romae (A.D.

1481 — 1492}, tom. iii. P. ii. p. 1069.

S. InfeiTura; (Stephani) Diarium Romanum
(A.D. 1294, or 1378— 1494.), tom. iii.

P. ii. p. 1 109.

9. Hiftoria Arcana Alexandri VI. five Ex-

cerpta ex Diario Joh. Burcardi (A.D.

1492—1503), edita a Godefr. Gulielm.

Leibnizio, Hanover, 1697, in 4". The
large and valuable Journal of Burcard

might be completed from the MSS. ia

different libraries of Italy and France

(M. de Foncemagne, in the Memoires

de I'Acad. des Infcript. tom. xvii. p. 597
—606.).

Except the laft, all thefe fragments and

diaries are inferted in the Colleilions of Mu-
ratori, my guide and mailer in the hillory of

Italy. Hrs country, and the public, are in-

debted to him for the following works on

that fubjeil : 1. Rerum Italicarum Scriptoret

(A. D. 500— 1500), quorum fotijpma pars nunc

primum in lucem prodit, &c. xxviii vols, in folio,

Milan, 1723— 1738. 1751• A volume of
chronological and alphabetical tables is ftill

wanting as a key to this great work, whick

is yet in a diforderly and defeftive Hate.

2. Antiquitates Italic medii jEiii, vi vols, in

folio, Milan, 1738— 1743, in Ixxv curious

diifertations on the manners, government,

religion, &c. of the Italians of the darker

ages, with a large fupplement of charters,

chronicles, &e. 3. Oijfertioni fopra le Anti-

quita Italiane, iii vols, in 4", Milano, 1 75 1

,

a free verfion by the author, which may be

quoted with the fame confidence as the Latin

text of the Antiquities. 4. Annali d'ltalia,

xviii vols, in oflavo, Milan, 1753 — 1756, 3
dry, though accurate and ufeful, abridge-

ment of the hillory of Italy from the birth of

Chrill to the middle of the '"• century.

5. DelP Antichita Efienfe ed Italiane, ii vols,

in folio, Modena, 1717. 1740• In the hillory

of this illullrious race, the parent of our

Brunfwick kings, the critic is not feduced by

the loyalty or gratitude of the fubjeft. In

all his works, Muratori approves himfelf a

diligent and laborious writer, who afpires

above the prejudices of a Catholic prieft.

He wa» born in the year 1672, and died in

the year 1750, after palling near iixty years

in the libraries of Milan and Modena (Vita

del Propollo Ludovico Antonio Muratori, by
his nephew and fuccelTor Gian. Francefco

Soli Muratori, Venezia, 1756, in 4").
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CHAP. LXXI.

ProfpeSi of the Ruins of Ro?ne in the Fifteejith Cefitury.

—Four Caufes of Decay and DefruBion.—Example

of the Colifeum,—Renovation of the City.—Conclufon

of the whole Work.

I
the laft days of pope Eugenius the fourth, two of his fervants,

the learned Poggius ' and a friend, afcended the CapitoUne hill

;

repofed themfelves among the ruins of columns and temples ; and( of

viewed from that commanding fpot the wide and various profpe£l
fh°e^r"^-'^°"*

of defolation % The place and the obje£t gave ample fcope for ^!"^^^'"'

moralifmg on the viciffitudes of fortune, which fpares neither man

nor the proudeft of his v/orks, which buries empires and cities in a

common grave ; and it was agreed, that in proportion to her former

greatnefs, the fall of Rome was the more awful and deplorable.

*' Her primseval ftate, fuch as flie might appear in a remote age,

*' when Evander entertained the ftranger of Troy', has been de-

*' lineated by the fancy of Virgil. This Tarpeian rock was then a

*' favage and folitary thicket : in the time of the poet, it was

*' crowned with the golden roofs of a temple ; the temple is over-

*' thrown, the gold has been pillaged, the wheel of fortune has ac-

' I have already (not. 50, 51. on chap. 65.) fraflas columnas, unde magna ex parte pro-

mentioned the age, charafler, and writings fpedlus urbis patet (p. 5.).

of Pogg'"s; and particularly noticed the date ^ .^Eneidviii. 97—369. This ancient pic-

of this elegant moral lefture on the varieties ture, fo artfully introduced, and fo exqui-

of fortune. fitely finifhed, mull have been highly in-

* Confedimus in ipiis Tarpeias arcisruinis, tereiling to an inhabitant of Rome; and our

poneingens porta; cujufdam, ut puto, templi, early ftudies allow us to fympathife in the

Jiiarmoreum limen, plurimafque paflim con- feelings of a Roman.

4 2 " compliihed
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CHAP." compliihed her revolution, and the facred eround is again dif-
LXXI. ^ '

•, r .V—-v ' " figured with thorns and brambles. The hill of the Capitol, on

*' which we fit, was formerly the head of the Roman empire, the

" citadel of the earth, the terror of kings ; illuftrated by the foot-

" ileps of fo many triumphs, enriched with the fpoils and tributes

" of fo many nations. This fpedacle of the world, how is- it

" fallen ! how changed ! how defaced ! the path of vidory is obli-

" terated by vines, and the benches of the fenators are concealed

" by a dunghill. Caft your eyes on the Palatine hill, and feek

" among the ihapelefs and enormous fragments, the marble theatre,

" the obeliiks, the coloflal ftatues, the porticoes of Nero's palace :

" furvey the other hills of the city, the vacant fpace is interrupted

" only by ruins and gardens. The forum of the Roman people,

" where they afi'embled to enacl their laws and eledl their magif-

" trates, is now enclofed for the cultivation of pot-herbs, or thrown
*' open for the reception of fwine and buffaloes. The public and
" private edifices, that were founded for eternity, lie prcftrate,

" naked, and broken, like the limbs of a mighty giant ; and the

" ruin is the more vifible, from the ftupeudous relics that have

". furvived the injuries of time and fortune*."

Thefe relics are minutely defcribed by Poggius, one of the firft

who raifed his eyes from the monuments of legendary, to thofe of

claiTic, fuperilition \ i. Befides a bridge, an arch, a fepulchre, and

the pyramid of Ceftiusj he could difcern, of the age of the republic,

a double row of vaults in the falt-office of the Capitol, which were

infcribed with the name and munificence of Catulus. 2. Eleven

temples were vifible in fome degree, from the perfedl form of the

Pantheon, to the three arches and a marble column of the temple

of peace, which Vefpafian erefted after the civil wars and the

* Capitolium adeo immutatum ut vinesc dera .... C2;teros colles perlullra omnia vacua
in fenatorum fubfellia fucceflerint, ftercorum aedificiis, ruinis vineifque oppleta confpicies

ac purgatnentorum receptaculum fadium. (Poggius de Varietat. Fortuna:, p. 21.).

Refpice ad Palatinum montem....vafta ru- ' See Poggius, p. 8—22.

Jewiih

His defcrip-

tion of the
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Tewiih triumph. 3. Of the number, which he raflily defmes. of C A p.
• LXXI

feven therma or public baths, none were fufficiently entire to re- •

prefent the ufe and diftribution of the feveral parts ; but thofe of

Diocletian and Antoninus Caracalla ftill retained the titles of the

founders, and aftoniihed the curious fpe£tator, who, in obferving

their folidity and extent, the variety of marbles, the fize and multi-

tude of the columns, compared the labour and expence with the ufe

and importance. Of the baths of Conftantine, of Alexander, of Do-
mitian, or rather of Ticus, fome veftige might yet be found. 4. The
triumphal arches of Titus, Severus, and Conftantine, were entire, both

the ftrudture and the infcriptions ; a falling fragment was honoured

with the name of Trajan ; and two arches, then extant, in the Fla-

minian way, have been afcribed to the bafer memory of Fauftina

and Gallienus. 5. After the wonder of the Colifeum, Poggius

might have overlooked a fmall amphitheatre of brick, moft pro-

bably for the ufe of the praetorian camp : the theatres of Marcellus

and Pompey were occupied in a great meafure by public and private

buildings ; and in the Circus, Agonalis and Maximus, little more

than the fituation and the form could be inveftigated. 6. The

columns of Trajan and Antonine were ftill ereft ; but the Egyptian

obelifks were broken or buried. A people of gods and heroes, the

workmanfhip of art, was reduced to one equeftrian figure of gilt

brafs, and to five marble ftatues, of which the moft confpicuous

were the two horfes of Phidias and Praxiteles. 7. The two mau-

foleums or fepulchres of Auguftus and Hadrian could not totally be

loft ; but the former was only vifible as a mound of earth ; and the

latter, the caftle of St. Angelo, had acquired the name and appear-

ance of a modern fortrefs. With the addition of fome feparate and

namelefs columns, fuch were the remains of the ancient city : for

the marks of a more recent ftrudure might be deteded in the

walls, which formed a circumference of ten miles, included

three hundred and feventy-nine turrets, and opened into the country

by thirteen gates, 8

This
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L- A P. This melancholy pldure was drawn above nine hundred years

V -,'-.'^ after the fall the Weftern empire, and even of the Gothic king-

Sy^Roie. -dom of Italy, A long period of diftrefs and anarchy, in which

empire, and arts, and riches, had migrated from the banks of the

Tyber, was incapable of reftoring or adorning the city ; and, as all

that is human muft retrograde if it do not advance, every fucceihve

age muft have haftened the ruin of the works of antiquity. To

meafure the progrefs of decay, and to afcertain at each xra the ftate

of each edifice, would be an endlefs and a ufelefs labour, and I

ihall content myfelf with two obfervations which will introduce a

ihort enquiry into the general caufes and eiFedls. i. Two hundred

years before the eloquent complaint of Poggius, an anonymous

writer compofed a defcription of Rome *. His ignorance may re-

peat the fame objedls under ftrange and fabulous names. Yet this

barbarous topographer had eyes and ears, he could obferve the

vifible remains, he could liften to the tradition of the people, and

he diftinQly enumerates feven theatres, eleven baths, twelve arches,

and eighteen palaces, of which many had difappeared before the

time of Poggius. It is apparent, that many ftately monuments of

antiquity furvived till a late period ', and that the principles of de-

ftrudion a£ted with vigorous and encreafmg energy in the thirteenth

and fourteenth centuries. 2. The fame refledion muft be applied

to the three laft ages ^ and we fliould vainly fcek the Septizonium of

Severus ', which is celebrated by Petrarch and the antiquarians of

* Liber de Mirabilibus Rornx, ex Regiilro bitur qui Romanis antiquitatibus indagandis

Nicolai Cardinalis de Arragonia, in Biblio- operam navabit (p. 283.)•

iheca St.Ifidori Armario IV. N°69. This ' The Pere Mabillon (Analefta, torn. iv.

ueatife, with fome Hiort but pertinent notes, p. 502.) has publiihed an anonymous pilgrim

has been publiihed by Montfaucon (Diarium of the ix'* century, who, in his vifu round

Italicum, p. 283— 301.), who thus delivers the churches and holy places ofRome, touches

his own critical opinion : Scriptor xiii""' cir- on feveral buildings, efpecially porticoes,

titer faeculi, ut ibidem notatur; antiquaria: which had difappeared before the xiii''' cen-

rei imperitus, et, ut ab illo aevo, nugis et anili- tury

.

bus fabellis refertus: fed, quia monumenta ' On the Septizonluin, fee the Memoires

qua: lis temporibus Roma fupererant pro mo- fur Petrarque (torn. i. p. 325.)»^ Donatut

dalo recenfet, non parura inde lucis niutua- (p• 338.)> and Nardini (p. 117. 414•)•

c the
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the fixteenth century. While the Roman edifices were illll entire,

the firft blows, however weighty and impetuous, were refifted by

the folidity of the mafs and the harmony of parts ; but the flighteil

touch would precipitate the fragments of arches and columns, that

already nodded to their fall.

After a diligent enquiry, I can difcern four principal caufes of the Four caufes

ruin of Rome, which continued to operate in a period of more tion:

than a thoufand years. I. The injuries of time and nature. II. The

hoftile attacks of the Barbarians and Chriftians. III. The ufe and

abufe of the materials. And, IV. The domeftic quarrels of the

Romans.

I. The art of man is able to conftru£t monuments far more per- I. The inju-

manent than the narrow fpan of his own exiftence : yet thefe mo- \ate°

numents, like himfelf, are periihable and frail ; and in the bound-

lefs annals of time, his life and his labours muft equally be meafured

as a fleeting moment. Of a fimple and folid edifice, it is not eafy

however to circumfcribe the duration. As the wonders of ancient

days, the pyramids ' attradled the curiofity of the ancients : an hun-

dred generations, the leaves of autumn '°, have dropt into the grave j

and after the fall of the Pharaohs and Ptolemies, the Gsefars and

caliphs, the fame pyramids ftand ere£t and unihaken above the

floods of the Nile. A complex figure of various and minute parts

is more acceflible to injury and decay; and the filent lapfe of time humcanea-

is often accelerated by hurricanes and earthquakes, by fires and in- quakeT;

*

undations. The air and earth have doubtlefs been ihaken ; and

the lofty turrets of Rome have tottered from their foundations : but

the feven hills do not appear to be placed on the great cavities of the

globe ; nor has the city, in any age, been expofed to the convul-

9 The age of the pyramids is remote and dynailies would fix them about 2000 years

unknown, fince Diodorus Siculus (torn. i. before Chrift (Canon. Chronicus, p. 47.).

J. i. c. 44. p. 72•) is unable to decide whe- •° See the fpeech of Glaucus in the Iliad

ther they were conftrufted 1000, or 3400, (Z. 146.). This natural but melancholy

years before the clxxx•'' Olympiad. Sir John image is familiar to Homer.

Marlham's contrafled fcale of the Egypiian

fions
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ires

;

fions of nature, which, ui the claiiate of Antioch, Lifbon, or Lima,

have crumbled in a few moments the works of ages into duft. Fire

is the moft powerful agent of life and death ; the rapid mifchief

may be kindled and propagated by the induftry or negligence of

mankind ; and every period of the Roman annals is marked by the

repetition of fimilar calamities. A memorable conflagration, the

guilt or misfortune of Nero's reign, continued, though with unequal

fury, either fix, or nine days". Innumerable buildings, crowded

in clofe and crooked ftreets, fupplied perpetual fewel for the flames
;

and when they ceafed, four only of the fourteen regions were left

entire ; three were totally deftroyed, and feven were deformed by the

relics of fmoking and lacerated edifices "'. In the full meridian of

empire, the metropolis arofe with frefh beauty from her afhes
; yet

the memory of the old deplored their irreparable lofles, the arts of

Greece, the trophies of vidory, the monuments of primitive or fa-

bulous antiquity. In the days of diilrefs and anarchy, every wound

is mortal, every fall irretrievable ; nor can the damage be reftored

either by the public care of government or the a£livity of private

intereft. Yet two caufes may be alleged, which render the calamity

of fire more deilruilive to a flouriihing than a decayed city. i. The

more combuftible materials of brick, timber, and metals, are firft

melted or confumed ; but the flames may play without injury or

efFed on the naked walls, and mafly arches, that have beeii de-

fpoiled of their ornaments. 2. It is among the common and ple-

beian habitations, that a mifchievous fpark is mofl: eafily blown to a

" The learning and criticifm of M. des miufta. Among the old relics that were

Vignoles (Hiftoire Critique de la Republique irreparably loft, Tacitus enumerates the

des Lettres, torn. viii. p. 74— ii8. ix. p. 172 temple of the moon of Servius Tullius ; the

— 187.) dates the fire of Rome from A. D. fane and altar confecrated by Evander pra-

64, July 19, and the fubfequent perfecution fenti Herculi ; the temple of Jupiter Stator,

of the Chriilians from November 15, of the a vow of Romulus; the palace of Numa; the

fame year. temple of Vefta cum Penatibus populi Ro-
" Quippe in regiones quatuordecim Roma mani. He then deplores the opes totviftoriis

dividitur, quarum quatuor integr» manebant, qusefita; et GriEcarum artium decora. .. .multa

tres folo tenus dejeflze: feptem reliquis pauca qua feniores meminerant, quae reparari ne-

teilorum vefti^ia fupererant, lacera et fe- quibant (Annal. xv. 40, 41.)•

confla-
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inunda-

tions.

conflagration ; but as foon as they are devoured, the greater edifices CHAP,
which have refitted or efcaped, are left as fo many iilands in a ftate

'
-

of folitude and fafety. From her fituation, Rome is expofed to the

danger of frequent inundations. Without excepting the Tyber, the

rivers that defcend from either fide of the Apennine have a fliort

and irregular courfe : a ihallow flream in the fummer heats • an im-

petuous torrent, when it is fwelled in the fpring or winter, by the

fall of rain, and the melting of the fnows. When the current is re-

pelled from the fea by adverfe winds, when the ordinary bed is in-

adequate to the weight of waters, they rife above the banks, and

overfpread, without limits or control, the plains and cities of the

adjacent country. Soon after the triumph of the firft Punic war,

the Tyber was encreafed by unufual rains ; and the inundation, fur-

paffing all former meafure of time and place, deftroyed all the

buildings that were fituate below the hills of Rome. According to

the variety of ground, the fame mifchief was produced by diiferent

means ; and the edifices were either fwept away by the fudden im-

pulfe, or diifolved and undermined by the long continuance, of the

flood". Under the reign of Auguftus, the fame calamity was re-

newed : the lawlefs river overturned the palaces and temples on its

banks'*} and, after the labours of the emperor in cleanfingand widen-

ing the bed that was incumbered with ruins '\ the vigilance of his

fucceifors was exercifed by fimilar dangers and defigns. The projeft

" A. U.C. 507, repentina fubverfio ipfius

Roras prccvenit triumphym Romanorum ....

diverfe ignium aquarumque clades pene ab-

fjmfere urbem. Nam Tibeiis infoliiis auilus

imbribus et ultra opinionem, vel diurnitate

vel magnitudine redundans, omnia Romx
^edificia in piano pofita delevit. Diverfx qua-

litates locorum ad unam convenere perni-

cJem: quoniam et qua; fegnior inundatio te-

nuit roadefafta diiTolvit, et quas curfus tor-

rentii invenit impulfa dejecit (Orofius, Hift.

1. iv, c. II. p. 2^4^. edit. Havercamp). Yet

we may obferve, tb^t it is the plan and

iludy of the Chriftian applogill, to raagnif/

Vol. Vr. 4

the cal.imities of the pagan world,
*'* Vidimus flavum Tibefim, ictoitis

Littnrc Etrufco violenter undis

Ire dcjeitum monumenta Regis

Templaque Vefta:. (Horat. Carm. 1. 1.)

If the palace ofNuma, and temple of Vella,

were thrown down in Horace's time, what
was confumed of thofe buildings by Nero's

fire could hardly deferve the epithets of ve-

tuftiffima or incorrupta.

'' Ad coercendas inundationes alveum Ti-

beris laxavit, ac repurgavit, completumolim
rudcribus, et aedificiorum prolapfionibus co-

arflatum (Suetonius in Augullo, c. 30.).

L of
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II. The
hoftile at-

tacks of the

Earbarians

and Cliriili-

ans.

of diverting into new channels the Tyber Itfelf, or feme of the de-

pendent ftreams, was -long oppofed by fuperftllion and local in-

tc-refts " ; nor did the ufe compenfate the toil and coil of the tardy

and imperfeft execution. The fcrvitude of rivers is the nobleft and

moil important vidory which man has obtained over the licentiouf-

nefs of nature "
; and if fuch were the ravages of the Tyber under

a firm and adtive government, what could oppofe, or who can enu-

merate, the injuries of the city after the fall of the Weftern empire ?

A remedy was at length produced by the evil itfelf: the accumula-

tion of rubbifli and the earth, that has been waihed down from the

hills, is fuppofed to have elevated the plain of Rome, fourteen or

fifteen feet, perhaps, above the ancient level'" ; and the modern city

is lefs acceifible to the attacks of the river ".

II. The crowd of writers of every nation, who impute the de-

ilruftion of the Roman monuments to the Goths and the Chriilians,

have negleded to enquire how far they were animated by an hoililc

principle, and hov/ far they poffeflTed the means and the leifure to

fatiate their enmity. In the preceding volumes of this Hiilory, I

have defcribed the triumph of barbarifm and religion ; and I can

only refume, in a few words, their real or imaginary connexion with

the ruin of ancient Rome. Our fancy may create, or adopt, a

pleafing romance, that the Goths and Vandals fallied from Scandi-

navia, ardent to avenge the flight of Odin ", to break the chains,

and

'* Tacitus (Annal. i. 79.) reports the pe-

titions of the diiFerent towne of Italy to the

fenate againft the meafure; and we may ap-

plaud the progrefs of reafon. On a fjmilar

occafion, local interells would undoubtedly

be confulted : but an Engliili houfe of com-
mons would rejeft with contempt the argu-

ments of fuperftition, " that nature had affign-

•' ed to the rivers their proper courfe, Sec."

'' See the Epoques de la Nature of the

eloquent and philofophic Buffon. His pic-

ture of Guyana in South America, is that of

a new and favage land, in which the waters

5

are abandoned to themfclves, without being

regulated by human induflry (p. 212. 561.

quarto edition).

" In his Travels in Italy, Mr. Addifon (his

works, vol.ii. p. 98. Baikerville's edition) has

cbferved this curious and unquellionable fa<il.

'' Yet in modern times, the Tyler has

fometimes damaged the city; and in the years

1^30, 1557, i59ii, the Annals of Muratori re-

cord three mifchievous and memorable inunda-

tions (torn.xiv. p. 2(8. 429. torn. XV. p.99, &c.).
^° I take this opportunity of declaring,

that in the courfe of twelve years I have for-

gotteuj
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and to chaftife the oppreffors, of mankind ; that they wlihed to burn

the records of claiTic literature, and to found their national archi-

tefture on the broken members of the Tufcan and Corinthian

orders. But in fimple truth, the northern conquerors were neither

fufficlently iiivage, nor fufficiently refined, to entertain fuch afpiring

ideas of deftrudion and revenge. The ihepherds of Scythia and

Germany had been educated in the armies of the empire, whofe

difcipline they acquired, and whofe weaknefs they invaded : vnxh

the familiar ufe of the Latin tongue, they had learned to reverence

the name and titles of Rome ; and, though incapable of emulating,

they were more inclined to admire, than to aboliih, the arts and

itudies of a brighter period. In the tranfient poiTeffion of a rich

and \mrefifting capital, the foldiers of Alaric and Genferic were fti-

mukted by the paffions of a victorious army ; amidft the wanton

Indulgence of luft or cruelty, portable wealth was the objedl of

their fearch ; nor could they derive either pride or pleafure from the

unprofitable refledtion, that they had battered to the ground the works

of the confuls and Casfars. Their moments were indeed precious
;

the Geths evacuated Rome on the fixth ^', the Vandals on the

fifteenth, day " ; and, though it be far more difficult to build than

to deftroy, their hafty aflault would have made a flight impreflion

on the folid piles of antiquity. We may remember, that both Alaric

and Genferic aiFedted to fpare the buildings of the city; that they

fubfifted in ftrength and beauty under the aufpicious government of

Theodoric "' ; and that the momentary refentment of Totila ^* was

difarmed by his own temper and the advice of his friends and ene-

mies. From thefe innocent Barbarians, the reproach may be tranf-

ferred to the Catholics of Rome. The ftatues, altars, and houfes, of

gotten, or renounced, the flight of Odin from ^' Hiftoryof the Decline, &c. vol.iii.p. 246.

Azoph to Sweden, which I never very feri- *^ . vol. iii. •440.
cufly believed (vol. i. p. 294.). The Goths ^3

, vol. iv. p. 23

are apparently Germans : but all beyond -5.

Cirfar and Tacitus, is darknefs or fable, ^t vol. jr. nSj

in the antiquiues of Getmany. 293.

4L 2 the
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CHAP, the dsemons were an abomination in their eyes ; and in the ahfolute

«
^

' command of the city, they might labour with zeal and perfeverance

to eraze the Idolatry of their anceftors. The demolition of the

temples in the Eafh ^' affords to them an example of condudt, and

to us an argument of belief; and it is probable, that a portion of

guilt or merit may be imputed with juftice to the Roman profelytes.

Yet their abhorrence was confined to the monuments of heathen

fuperftition ; and the civil ftrudures that were dedicated to the

bufmefs or pleafure of fociety might be preferved without injury or

fcandal. The change of religion was accompliihed, not by a popular

tumult, but by the decrees of the emperors, of the fenate, and of

time. Of the Chriftian hierarchy, the bifliops of Rome were com-

monly the moft prudent and leaft fanatic : nor can any pofitive

charge be oppofed to the meritorious adt of faving and converting

the majeftic ftrudlure of the Pantheon ".

III. The ufe III. The value of any objed: that fupplies the wants or pleafures

the materials, of mankind, is compounded of its fubftance and its form, of the

materials and the manufacture. Its price muft depend on the num-

ber of perfons by whom it may be acquired and ufed ; on the ex-

tent of the market ; and confequently on the eafe or difficulty of

remote exportation, according to the nature of the commodity, its

local fituation, and the temporary circumftances of the world. The

Barbarian conquerors of Rome ufurped in a moment the toil and

treafure of fucceffive ages ; but, except the luxuries of immediate

confumption, they muft view without defire all that could not be

removed from the city in the Gothic waggons or the fleet of the Van-

*' Hiltory of the Decline, &c. vol. iii. Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicarum, torn. iii.

C. xxviii. p. 79— 82. P. i. p• ^iS•)• According to the anonymous

" Eodem tempore petiit a Phocateprincij;e writer in Montfaucon, the Pantheon had

templum, quod appellatur Pantheon, in quo been vowed by Agrippa to Cybele and Nep-

fecit ecclefiamSanfla- Maria; femperVirginis, tune.and was dedicated by Boniface I V. on the

ct omnium martyrum; in qua ecclefia; prin- calends of November to the Virgin, qus eft

ceps multa bona obtulit (Anaftafius vel po- mater omnium fanaorum (p. 297, 298.).

tius Liber Pontificalis in Bonifacio IV. in

dais.
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dais *^ Gold and filver were the firft objeds of their avarice ; as in

every country, and in the fmalleft compafs, they reprefent the moil

ample command of the induftry and poiTeiTions of mankind. A vafe

or a ftatue of thofe precious metals might tempt the vanity of fome

Barbarian chief; but the groiTer multitude, regardlefs of the form,

was tenacious only of the fubftance ; and the melted ingots might

be readily divided and ftamped into the current coin of the empire.

The lefs adive or lefs fortunate robbers were reduced to the bafer

plunder of brafs, lead, iron, and copper : whatever had efcaped the

Goths and Vandals was pillaged by the Greek tyrants ; and the

emperor Conftans, in his rapacious vifit, ftripped the bronze tiles

from the roof of the Pantheon ". The edifices of Rome might be

confidered as a vaft and various mine ; the firft labour of extracting

the materials was already performed ; the metals were purified and

caft ; the marbles were hewn and polifhed ; and after foreign and

domeftic rapine had been fatiated, the remains of the city, could a

purchafer have been found, were ftill venal. The monuments of

antiquity had been left naked of their precious ornaments, but the Ro-

mans would demoliih with their own hands the arches and walls, if

the hope of profit could furpafs the coft of the labour and exportation.

If Charlemagne had fixed in Italy the feat of the Weftern empire, his

genius would have afpired to reftore, rather than to violate, the works

of the Cxfars ; but policy confined the French monarch to the forefts of

Germany ; his tafte could be gratified only by deftrudion ; and the

new palace of Aix la Chapelle was decorated with the marbles of

*' Flaminius Vacca (apud Monfaucon, the heirs of the Gothic conquerors.

p. 155, 156. Kis Memoir is likewife print- ^' Omnia quae erant in asre ad ornatum
ed, pp. 21. at the end of the Roma Antica of civitatis depofuit: fed et eccleiiana B. Maria;
Nardini), and feveral Romans, doftrina ad raartyres qua de tegulis xreis cooperta
graves, were perfuaded that the Goths buried difcooperuit (Anaft. in Vitalian. p. 141.).

their treafures at Rome, and bequeathed The bafe and facrilegious Greek had not

the fecret marks fiiiis nepotibufque. He even the poor pretence of plundering an hea-

relates fome anecdotes to prove, that in then temple; the Pantheon was already a Ca-
his own time, thefe places were vifited tholic church,

and rifled by the Tranfalpine pilgrims,

I i Ravenna
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Ravenna*' and Rome'°. Five hundred years after Charlemagne, a

khig of Sicily, Robert, the wifeil and moft liberal fovereign of the

age, was fupplied with the fame materials by the eafy navigation of the

Tyber and the fea ; and Petrarch fighs an indignant complaint, that

the ancient capital of the world fhould adorn from her own bowels

the flothful luxury of Naples^'. But thefe examples of plunder or

purchafe were rare in the darker ages ; and the Romans, alone and

unenvied, might have applied to their private or public ufe the re-

maining ftruftures of antiquity, if in their prefent form and fitua-

tion they had not been ufelefs in a great meafure to the city and

its inhabitants. The walls ftill defcribed the old circumference,

but the city had defcended from the feven hills into the Campus

Martins ; and fome of the nobleft monuments which had braved

the injuries of time were left in a defert, far remote from the

habitations of mankind. The palaces of the fenators were no longer

adapted to the manners or fortunes of their indigent fucceflbrs : the

^' For the fpolls of Ravenna (mufiva atque

r.iarmora) fee the original grant of pope

Adrian I. to Charlemagne (Codex CaroHn.

«pift. Ixvii. in Muratori, Script. Ital. tom.iii.

P. ii. p. 223).

^° I ihall quote the authentic tellimony of

the Saxon poet (A. D. 887—899), de Rebus

geftls Carol! magni, I. v. 437—440. in the

Hillorians of France (torn. v. p. 180.):

Ad quae marmoreas prseftabat Roma columnas,

Quafdam praicipuas puldira Fvavenna dedit

De tarn longincjua poterit regione vetuftas.

lUius ornatum Francia fcire tibi.

And I thall add, ftom the Chronicle of Sige-

bert (Hiftorians of France, torn. v. p. 378.),

extruxit etiam Aquifgrani bifilicam plurimae

pulchrltudinis, ad cujus ftrufturam a Roma et

Ravenna columnas et marmora devehi fecit.

'' I cannot refufe to tranfcribe along paf-

fage of Petrarch (0pp. p. 536, 537. in Epiltola

hortatoiia aJ Nicolaum Laurentium) ; it is Co

ftrong and full to ihe point : Ncc pudor aut

{>ietas contiauit quominus impii fpoliataDei

templa, occupatas arces, opes publicas re-

giones urbis, atque honores magillratuum in-

ter fe divifos; (habeant? ) quam una in re,

turbulent! ac feditiofi homines et totius reli-

quae vita: confiliis et rationibus difcordes, in-

human! foederis flupenda focietate convene-

rant, in pontes et moenia atque immeritos

lapides dcfaeircnt. Denique poll vi vel fenio

collapfa palatia, qus quondam ingentes

tenuerunt viri, poft diruptos arciis trium-

phales (unde majores horum forfitan cor-

rucrunt), de ipfius vetuilatis ac propria: im-

pietatis fragminibus vilem queftum turpi

mcrcimonio captare non puduit. Itaque

nunc, heu doloi ! heu fcelus indignum! de

veilris marmoreis columnis, de liminibus tem-

plorum (ad qua; nuper ex orbe toto concur•

fus devotiflimus ficbat), de imaginibus fe-

pulchrcrum fub quibus patrum veilrorum ve-

nerabilis civis (cinis?) erat, ut reliquas

fileam, defidiofa Neapolis adornatur. Sic

paullatim ruina: ipfx deficiunt. Yet king

Robert was the friend of Petrarch.

ufe
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ufe of baths '' and porticoes was forgotten : in the fixth century, the CHAP,
games of the theatre, amphitheatre, and circus, had been Inter- v.- -^-.-^

rupted : feme temples were devoted to the prevailing worihip ; hut

the Chriftian churches preferred the holy figure of the crofs ; and

fafliion, or reafon, had diftributed after a peculiar model the cells

and offices of the cloyfter. Under the ecclefiaftical reign, the num-

ber of thefe pious foundations was enormoufly multiplied ; and the

city was crowded with forty monafteries of men, twenty of women,

and fixty chapters and colleges of canons and priefts ", who aggra-

vated, inftead of relieving, the depopulation of the tenth century.

But if the forms of i^ncient architeflure were difregarded by a people

infenfible of their ufe and beauty, the plentiful materials were ap-

plied to every call of neceffity or fuperftition ; till the faireft columns

of the Ionic and Corinthian orders, the richeft marbles of Paros and

Numidia, were degraded, perhaps to the fupport of a convent or a

liable. The daily havock which is perpetrated by the Turks in the

cities of Greece and Afia, may afford a melancholy example ; and

in the gradual deftrudion of the monuments of Rome, Sixtus ths

fifth may alone be excufed for employing the ilones of the Septlzo-

nium in the glorious edifice of St. Peter's ". A fragment, a ruin,

howfoever mangled or profaned, may be viewed with pleafure arid

regret ; but the greater part of the marble was deprived of fubftance,

as well as of place and proportion ; it was burnt to lime for the

purpofe of cement. Since the arrival of Poggius, the temple of

Concord^', and many capital ftrudlures, had vaniihed from his eyes;

and

** Yet Charlemagne walhed and fwam at ^* Vita di Sifto Quinto, da Gregorio Leti,

Aix la Chapelle with an hundred of his torn. iu. p. 50.

couriiers (Eginhart, c. 22. p. 108, 109.) , and '' Porticus rcdis Concordix, quam cum pri-

Muratori defcribes as late as the year S.14, mum ad urbem accefli vidi fere integram

the public baths which were built at Spoleto opere marmoreo admodum fpeciofo: Romani
in Italy (Annali, torn. vi. p. 416.)• pollraodum ad calcem xdem totam et porti-

" See the Annals of Italy, A. D. 9SS. cus partem disjeilis columnis funt deinoliti

For this and the preceding faft, Muratori (p. 12.). The temple of Concord was there-

himfelf is indebted to the Benediiline hiilory fore not deflroyed by a fetJition in the xiii'*•

©f Pere Mabillon. century, as I have read in a MS. treatife del''

Governw-
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CHAP, and an epigram of the fame age expreflcs a juft and pious fear,

1
, -.- _' that the continuance of this praftice would finally annihilate all the

monuments of antiquity '^ The fmallnefs of their numbers was

the fole check on the demands and depredations of the Romans.

The imagination of Petrarch might create the prefence of a mighty

people"; and I hefitate to believe, that, even in the fourteenth cen-

tuiy, they could be reduced to a contemptible lift of thirty-three

thoufand inhabitants. From that period to the reign of Leo the tenth,

if they multiplied to the amount of eighty-five thoufand^', the en-

creafe of citizens was in fome degree pernicious to the ancient city.

IV. I have referved for the laft, the moil potent and forcible caufe

of deftrudion, the domeftic hoftilities of the Romans themfelves.

Under the dominion of the Greek and French emperors, the peace of

the city was difturbed by accidental, though frequent, feditions : it

ife from the decline of the latter, from the beginning of the tenth

century, that we may date the licentioufiiefs of private war, which »

violated with impunity the laws of the Code and the Gofpel ; with-

out refpeiling the majefty of the abfent fovereign, or the prefence

and perfon of the vicar of Chrift. In a dark period of five hundred

years, Rome was perpetually affllded by the fanguinary quarrels of

the nobles and the people, the Guelphs and Ghibelines, the Colonna

and Urfini ; and if much has efcaped the knowledge, and much is

unworthy of the notice, ofhillory, I have expofed in the two preced-

ing chapters, the caufes and efFefts of the public diforders. At fuch

IV. The do-

meftic quar-

rels of the

Komans.

Governo civile di Rome, lent me formerly

at Rome, ami afcribed (I believe falfely) to

the celebrated Gravina. Poggius Hkewife

affirms, that the fepulchre of Cscilia Metella

was burnt for lime (p. 19, 20.).

2' Compofed by ^neas Sylvius, after-

wards pope Pius II. and publiihed by Ma-
biUon from a MS. of the queen of Sweden

(Mufaum Italicum, torn. i. p. 97.).

Obleilat me, Roma, tuas fpeflare ruinas;

Ex cujus lapsii gloria prifca patet.

Sed tuus hie popvilus muris defofli vetuftia

CaL-is in olfejuium marmora dura coquit

Impia tcrcentum fi fic gens egerit annos

Nullum hinc indicium nobilitatis erit.

^' Vagabamur pariter in ilia urbe tarn

mao^na ; qu f, cum propter fpatium vacua

videretur, populum habet immenfum (Opp.

p. 6. Kpill. Faiiiiliares, ii. 14.).

^' Thefe ftates of the population of Rome
at different periods, are derived from an in-

genious treatife of the phyfician Lancifi, de

Romani Cosli Qualitatibus (p. 122.).

a tifhe,
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a time, when every quarrel was decided by the fword ; and none ^ *^^ ^ ''•

could truft their lives or properties to the impotence of law ; the <„ ->— -^

pov.-erful citizens were armed for fafety or oiFence, againft the do-

meilic enemies, whom they feared or hated. Except Venice alone,

the fame dangers and defigns were common to all the free republics

of Italy ; and the nobles ufurped the prerogative of fortifying their

houfes, and ereding ftrong tov/ers
''' that were capable of refifting

a fudden attack. The cities were filled with thefe hoftlle edifices

;

and the example of Lucca, which contained three hundred towers

;

her law, which confined their height to the meafure of fourfcore

feet, may be extended with fuitable latitude to the more opulent

and populous ftates. The firft ftep of the fenator Brancaleone in the

eftablifhment of peace and juftice, was to demoliih (as we have al-

ready feen) one hundred and forty of the towers of Rome ; and, in

the laft days of anarchy and difcord, as late as the reign of Martin

the fifth, forty-four ftill fl:ood in one of the thirteen or fourteen

regions of the city. To this mifchievous purpofe, the remains of

antiquity were moil readily adapted : the temples and arches af-

forded a broad and folid bafis for the new ftrudtures of brick and

ftone ; and we can name the modern turrets that were raifed on

the triumphal monuments of Julius Csefar, Titus, and the Anto-

nines '". AVith fome flight alterations, a theatre, an amphitheatre,

a maufoleum, was transformed into a ftrong and fpaclous citadel.

I need not repeat, that the mole of Adrian has afiumed the title and

form of the caftle of St. Angelo *'
j the Septizonium of Severus was

capable

3» All the fads that relate to the towers Jano impofitx turris lateriti.^ confpicua ho-

at Rome, and in other free cities of Italy, dieque veftigia fuperfunt (Montfaucon Dia-

may be found in the laborious and entertain- Hum Italicum, p. l86.)• The anonymous

mg compilation of Muratori, Antiquitates writer (p. zS;.) enumerates, arcus Titi,

Italis medii ^vi, diflertat. xxvi. (torn. ii. tarris Cartularia; Arcus Julil C;efaris et Se-

p. ^^3—496. of the Latin, torn. i. p. 446. of natorum, turres de Bratis; arcus Anionini,

the Italian work). turris de Cofedlis, S;c.

° As for inilance, Templum Jani nunc "' Hadriani molem magna ex parte

dicitur, turris C«ntli Frangapanis; et fane Romanorum injuria diilurbavit: quod

Vol. VI. 4 certe
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capable of ftanding againft a royal army*''; the fepulchre ofMetella has

funk under its outworks*'; the theatres of Pompey and Marcellus were-

occupied by the Savelli and Urfini families **
; and the rough fortrefs

has been gradually foftened to the fplendour and elegance of an Italian

palace. Even the churches were encompafled with arras and bulwarks»,

and the military engines on the roof of St. Peter's were the terror of

the Vatican and the fcandal of the Chriftian world. Whatever is for-

tified will be attacked ; and whatever is attacked may be deftroyed.

Could the Romans have wrefted from the popes the caftle of St. Angelo,

ihey had refolved by a public decree to annihilate that monument

of fervitude. Every building of defence was expofed to a iiege

;

and in every fiege the arts and engines of deflrudtioa were labori-

ouily employed. After the death of Nicholas the fourth, Rome,

v/ithout a fovereign or a fenate, was abandoned fix months to the

fury of civil wai". " The houfes," fays a cardinal and poet of the

times'", " were cruflied by the weight and velocity of enormous

*' flones*' ; the walls were perforated by the ftrokes of the batter-

" ing-ram ; the towers were involved in fire and fmoke; and the

terte funditus evertiflcnt, fi eorum manibus ** See the teilimoniesof Donatus, Nardini,

pervia, abfumptis grandibus faxis^ leliqua and Montfaucon. In the Savelli palace, the

moles exlliiiiTct (Poggius de Varietate For- remains of the theatre of Marcellus are Hill

tuns, p. 12.). great and confpicuous.
"* Againft the emperor Henry IV. (Mura- 4s j^nes cardinal of St. George, ad velum

tori, Annali d'ltalia, torn. ix. p. 147.). aureum, in his metrical Life of Pope Ce-
*' I muft copy an important pafTage of leilin V. (Muratori, Script. Ital. tom. i. P. iii.

Montfaucon: Turris ingens rotunda.... p. 621. I. i. c. i. ver. 132, &c.)

Cxcilis Metella; fepulchrum erat, cujus Hoc dixiffe fjt eft, Romam caruilTe SenatS

«luri tarn folidi, ut fp.itium perquam mini- Menfibus exaftis heu iex
;

helloquc vocutum r.„..r«;

r r n- ,. r. In fcdus. Ill focios fratern.ique vulnera patics

:

mum intusv.icuum fuperflt: et Torre Bo've
Tcrmcntis jeciiTe viros immania faxa

j

dicitur, a boum capiiibus muro infcriptis. Pcrfodiffe domus trabibus, feciffe ruir.as

Huic fequiori xvo, tempore inteftinorum Ignibus; inccnfas tunes, obfcmutaque fumo

bellcrum, ceu urbecula adjunaa fuit, cujus Lumina vidno, quo fi; ipoliata lupelltx.

ineenia et turres etiamnum vifuntur ; ita ut ** Muraiori (Diflertazione fopra le Anti-

fepulchrum Metella quafi arx oppidnli fueric. quita Italiane, tom.i. p.427—431.) finds, that

Ferventibus in urbe partibus, cum Urfini ftone bullets of two or three hundred pounds

atque Columnenfes mutuis cladibus perni- weight were not uncommon; and they are

ciem inferrent civitati, in utriufve partis di- fometimes computed at xii or xviii £•«/^ of

tionena cederet magnimomenti erat (p. 142.). Geno3j each cantare weighing 150 pounds.

9
" aifailants
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** aiTallants were ftimulated by rapine and revenge." The work was chap.
confummated by the tyranny of the laws ; and the failions of Italy <— '

alternately exercifed a blind and thoughtlefs vengeance on their ad-

verfaries, whofe houfes and caftles they razed to the ground ". In

comparing the dtiys of foreign, with the ages of domeftic, hoftility,

we muft pronounce, that the latter have been far more ruinous to

the city, and our opinion is confirmed by the evidence of Petrarch.

** Behold," fays the laureat, " the relics of Rome, the image of her

*' priftine greatnefs ! neither time nor the Barbarian can boaft the

*' merit of this ftupendous deftrudion ; it was perpetrated by her

** own citizens, by the moft illuftrious of her fons ; and your an-

*' ceftors (he writes to a noble Annibaldi) have done with the bat-

*' tering-ram, what the Punic hero could not accompliili with the

" fword''^" The influence of the two laft principles of decay muft

in fome degree be multiplied by each other ; fmce the houfes and

towers, which were fubverted by civil war, required a new and

perpetual fupply from the monuments of antiquity.

Thefe e;eaeral obfervations may be feparately applied to the am- Jfie Coll-
" / 1 / i 1

fevim or am-
phitheatre of Titus, which lias obtained the name of the Coli- phitheatreof

SEUM*', either from its magnitude or from Nero's coloifal ftatue :

an edifice, had it been left to time and nature, which might per-

haps have claimed an eternal duration. The curious antiquaries,

*^ The vi"• law of the "Vifconti prohibits Rcllquis teftantur adhuc; quas long'ior ffitas

this common and mifchievOUS praftice ; and -F"ngere non valult; non vis aut ira cruenti

-ni ••
-L Ltr rL-nj Hoftis, ab egreglis frang'.intur civibus hcu ! hcu !

ftncUy enioins, that the noules or bammed r> j i; • -^^ - ;iJ -1 '
^

- Quod illc nequivit (Haniubji)
citizens ihould be preferved pro communi Pcrficit hie aries.

utilitate (Gualvaneus de la Flamma, in Mu- 49 xhe fourth part of the Verona Illuilrata

j-atori. Script. Rerum Italicarum, torn. xii. of the Marquis Maffei, profeiTedly treats of

P• lo+t•)• amphitheatres, particularly thofe of Rome
*" Petrarch thus addreffes his friend who, and Verona, of their dimenfions, wooden

with ihame and tears, had (hewn him the galleries, Sec. It is from magnitude that he

mcenla, laoeras fpecimen miferabile Roma;, derives the name of Colojfeum, or Colifeum:

and declared his own intention of refloring fince the fame appellation was appliefl to the

them (Carmina Latina, 1. ij. epift. Paulo amphitheatre of Capua, without the aid of a

Annibalenfi, xii. p. 97, 98.) : coloiTal ftatue ; ilnce that of Nero was erefted

Kcc te parva manet fcnatis fama ruinis in the Court (hi atrio) of his palace, and not

(Juan» tjood ittcgrs fuit olim gloria Romas in the Colifeum (P. iv. p. 15— 49. ! i• C. 4.).

4 3 who
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CHAP, who have computed the numbers and feats, are difpofed to believe,

that above the upper row of ftone fteps, the amphitheatre was en-

circled and elevated with feveral ftages of wooden galleries, which

were repeatedly confumed by fire, and reftored by the emperors.

Whatever was precious, or portable, or profane, the ftatues of gods

and heroes, and the coftly ornaments of fculpture, which were cait

in brafs or overfpread with leaves of filver and gold, became the

firft prey of conqueft or fanaticifm, of the avarice of the Barbarians

or the Chriftians. In the maffy ftones of the CoUfeum, many holes

are difcerned ; and the two moil probable conjedtures reprefent the

various accidents of its decay. Thefe ftones were connected by folid

links of brafs or iron, nor had the eye of rapine overlooked the

value of the bafer metals '"
: the vacant fpace was converted into a

fair or market ; the artifans of the Colifeum are mentioned in an

ancient furvey ; and the chafms were perforated or enlarged to re-

ceive the poles that fupported the ihops or tents of the mechanic

trades". Reduced to its naked majefty, the Flavian amphitheatre

was contemplated with awe and admiration by the pilgrims of the

North ; and their rude enthufiafm broke forth in a fublime pro-

verbial expreflion, which is recorded in the eighth century, in the

fragments of the venerable Bede :
" As long as the Colifeum ftands,

" Rome ihall ftand ; when the Cohfeum falls, Rome will fall ;.

' when Rome falls, the woi-ld will fall '\" In the modern fyftemi

of war, a fituation commanded by three hills would not be chofea

for a fortrefs ; but the ftrength of the walls and arches could reiiil

" Jofeph Maria Suares, a learned bifhop, '* Quamdiu ftabit Colyfeus, ftabit et Ro-

and the authorof an hiftory of Pr.neneile, has ma; quando cadet Colyfeus, cadet Roma;
compofed a feparate diiTertation on the feven quando cadet Roma, cadet et mundus (Beda

or eight probable caufes of thefe holes, in Excerptis feu Colleilaneis apud Ducange

which has been fince reprinted in the Roman Gloflar, med. et infims Latinitatis, torn. ii.

Thefaurus of Sallengre. Montfaucon (Dia- p. 407. edit. Bafil). This faying muft be

rium, p• 233•) pronounces the rapine of the afcribed to the Anglo-Saxon pilgrims who
Barbarians to be the unam germanamque vifited Rome before the year 735, the Era of

caufam foraminum. Bede's death; fori do not believe that our

'' Dooatus, Roma Vetui etNova, p. 285. venerable monk ever pafled the fea.

the



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 637

the engines of aifiiult ; a numerous garrlfon might be lodged In the CHAP.
enclofure ; and while one fadtion occupied the Vatican and the « ^—-^

Capitol, the other was intrenched in the Lateran and the Coli-

feum".

The abolition at Rome of the ancient games muft be underftood Games of

Rome.
With fome latitude ; and the carnival fports, of the Teftacean mount

and the Circus Agonalis'*, were regulated by the law '' or cuftom of

the city. The fenator prefided with dignity and pomp to adjudge

and diftribute the prizes, the gold ring, or the palUinn '*, as it was

ftyled, of cloth or filk. A tribute on the Jews fupplied the annual

expence"; and the races, on foot, on horfeback, or in chariots,

were ennobled by a tilt and tournament of feventy-two of the Ro-

man youth. In the year one thoufand three hundred and thirty- A bull-feaft

two, a buU-feaft, after the faihion of the Moors and Spaniards, was feum,

celebrated in the Colifeum itfelf; and the living manners are painted
gg ^,'

in a diary of the times '". A convenient order of benches was

reftored j and a general proclamation, as far as Rimini and Ravenna,

53 I cannot recover in Muratori's original Script. Rerumltalicarum, torn. xxiv.p.i 124.).

Lives of the Popes (Script. Rerum Italicarum, 56 The Pallium, which Menage fo fooliihly

torn. iii. P. i.) the paffage that attefts this derives from Palmarium, is an eafy extenfion

hoilile partition, which muft be applied to the of the idea and the words, from the robe or
end of the x."» or the beginning of the xii'*» doak, to the materials, and from thence to

century. their application as a prize (Muratori, dif-

" Although the ftruilure of the Circus fert. xxxiii.).

Agonalis bedeftroyed, it ftill retains its form s? For thefe expences, the Jews of Rome
and name (Agona, Nagona, Navcna) : and paid each year 1130 florins, of which the odd
the interior fpace affords a fufficient level thirty reprefented the pieces of filver for

for the purpofe of racing. But the Monte which Judas had betrayed his mailer to their

Teftaceo, that ftrange pile of broken pottery, anceftors. There was a foot-race of Jewifh,

feems only adapted for the annual pradice as well as of Chriftian youths (Statuta Urbis,
of hurling from top to bottom fome waggon- ibidem).

loads of live hogs for the diveifjon of the po- s» This extraordinary bull-fead in the Co-
pulace (Statuta Urbis Roma:, p. i86.). lifeum, is defcribed from tradition, rather

55 See the Statuta Urbis Roma:, 1. iii. than memory, by Ludovico Buonconte Mo-
C. 87, 88, 89. p. 185, i86. I have already naldefco, in the moft ancient fragments of
given an idea of this municipal code. The Roman annals (Muratori, Script. Rerum Ita-

races of Nagona and Monte Teftaceo are licarum, torn. xii. p• 535. 536.): and how-
likewife mentioned in the Diary of Peter ever fanciful they may kzm, they are deeply

Antonius from 1404 to 1417 (Muratori, marked with the colours of truth and nature•

S invited
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CHAP, invited the nobles to exercife their iklll and courage in this perilous

'_ -.- ' adventure. The Roman ladies were marihalled in three fquadrons,

and feated in three balconies, which on this day, the third of Sep-

tember, were lined with fcarlet cloth. The fair Jacova di Rovere

led the matrons from beyond the Tyber, a pure and native race,

who ftill reprefent the features and charailer of antiquity. The

remainder of the city was divided as ufual between the Colonna and

Urfini : the two fadtions were proud of the number and beauty of

their female bands : the charms of Savella Urfini are mentioned

with praife ; and the Colonna regretted the abfence of the youngeil

of their houfe, who had fprained her ancle in the garden of Nero's

iower. The lots of the champions were drawn by an old and re-

fpedlable citizen ; and they defcended into the arena^ or pit, to en-

counter the wild-bulls, on foot as it ihould feem, with a fingle fpear.

Amidft the crowd, our annalifl: has feleded the names, colours, and

devices, of twenty of the moil confpicuous knights. Several of the

names are the moft illuilrious of Rome and the ecclefiaftical ftate ;

Malatefta, Polenta, della Valle, Cafarello, SaveUi, Capoccio, Conti,

Annibaldi, Altieri, Corfi ; the colours were adapted to their tafte

and fituation ; the devices are expreffive of hope or defpair, and

breathe the fpirit of gallantry and arms. " I am alone, like the

" youngeil of the Horatii," the confidence of an intrepid ilranger

:

*' I live difconfolate," a weeping widower :
" I burn under the

*' afhes," a difcreet lover: " I adore Lavinia, or Lucretia," the

ambiguous declaration of a modern paffion :
" My faith is as pure,"

the motto of a white livery :
" Who is ilronger than myfelf ?" of

a lion's hide :
" If I am drowned in blood, what a pleafant death,"

the wifli of ferocious courage. The pride or prudence of the Urfini

reilrained them from the field, which was occupied by three of

their hereditary rivals, whofe infcriptions denoted the lofty greatnefs

of the Colonna name :
" Though fad, I am ilrong :" " Strong as I

*' am great :" " If I fall," addrefllng himfelf to the fpedlators, " you
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" fall witli me:"—intimating (fays the contemporary writer) that CHAP,
while the other families were the fubjeils of the Vatican, they alone , t

were the fupporters of the Capitol. The combats of the amphi-

theatre were dangerous and bloody. Every champion fucceifively

encountered a wild bull ; and the victory may be afcribed to the

quadrupedes, ilnce no more than eleven were left on the field, with

the lofs of nine wounded and eighteen killed on the fide of their ad-

verfaries. Some of the nobleil families might mourn, but the pomp

of the funerals, in the churches of St. John Lateran and St.

Maria Maggiore, afforded a fecond holiday to the people. Doubtlefs

it was not in fuch conili<£ts that the blood of the Romans ihould

have been fhed
;
yet in blaming their rafhnefs, we are compelled to

applaud their gallantry ; and the noble volunteers, who dilplay their

magnificence, and rlfk their lives, under the balconies of the fair,

excite a more generous fympathy than the thoufands of captives

and malefadors who were reluctantly dragged to the fcene of

flaughter ".

This ufe of the amphitheatre was a rare, perhaps a fmgular, fef- Injuries,

tival : the demand for the materials was a daily and continual want,

which the citizens could gratify without reflraint or remorfe. In

the fourteenth century, a fcandalous adl of concord iecured to both

fadlions the privilege of extra£ling ilones from the free and common
quarry of the Colifeum '°

; and Poggius laments that the greater part

of thefe ftones had been burnt to lime by the folly of the Romans ".

To check this abufe, and to prevent the nodurnal crimes that might

be perpetrated in the vafh and gloomy recefs, Eugenius the fourth

" Muratorl has given a feparate diflerta- in the Cclifeum, froin an original aft in the

tion (the .xxix"'') to the games of the Italians archives of Rome,
in the middle ages. ^' Colifeum .... ob Itultitiam Romanoriitn

'° In a concife but inftruftive memoir, majori ex farte ad calcem deletum, fays the

the abbe Barthelemy (Memoires de I'Aca- indignant Poggius (p. 17.) : but his expref-

demie des Infcriptions, torn, xxviii. p. 585.) fion, too Ilrong for the prefent age, muil be
has mentioned this agreement of the faftions very tenderly applied CO thexv"" century,

©f the xiv''' century, de Tiburtino faciendo

furroundsd
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CHAP, furrounded it with a wall : and, by a charter long extant, granted

y_ ,

-

'_. both the ground and edifice to the monks of an adjacent convent ".

After his death, the wall was overthrown in a tumult of the people
;

and had they themfelves refpeded the nobleft monument of their

fathers, they might have juftified the refolve that it iliould never be

de"-raded to private property. The infide was damaged ; but in the

middle of the fixteenth century, an xra of tafte and learning, the

exterior circumference of one thoufand fix hundred and twelve feet

was ilill entire and inviolate ; a triple elevation of fourfcore arches,

which rofc to the height of one hundred and eight feet. Of the

prefent ruin, the nephews of Paul the third are the guilty agents

;

and every traveller who views the Farnefe palace may curfe the

facrilege and luxury of thefe upftart princes ". A fimilar reproach

is applied to the Barberini ; and the repetition of injury might be

dreaded from every reign, till the Colifeum was placed under the

fafeguard of religion, by the moil liberal of the pontiffs, Benedid:

the fourteenth, who confecrated a fpot which perfecution and fable

had ftained with the blood of fo many Chriftian martyrs **.

"When Petrarch firft gratified his eyes with a view of thofe monu-

ments, whofe fcattered fragments fo far furpafs the moil eloquent

defcriptions, he was aftonifhed at the fupine indifference *^ of the

and confe-

cration of

theColifeum

Ignorance
and barba-

rifm of the

Romans.

*' Of the Olivetan monks, Montfaucon

(p. 142.) affirms this faft from the memorials

of Flaminius Vacca (N°72.). They ftill

hoped, on feme future occaiion, to revive

and vindicate their grant.

*^ After meafuring the prifcus amphithea-

tri gyrus, Montfaucon (p. 142.) only adds,

that it was entire under Paul III.; tacendo

clamat. Muratori (Annali d'ltalia, torn. xiv.

p. 371.) more freely reports the guilt of the

Farnefe pope, and the indignation of the

Roman people. Againft the nephews of

Urban VIII. I have no other evidence than

the vulgar faying, " Quod non fecerunt

" Barbari, fecere Barbarini," which was

perhaps fuggelled by the refemblance of the

words.

'* As an antiquarian and a prieft, Mont-

faucon thus deprecates the ruin of the Coli-

feum : Quod fi non fuopte meritoatque pul-

chritudine dignum fuiffet quod improbas

arceret manus, indigna res utique in locum

tot martyrum cruore facrum tantopere ixvi-

tum efle.

*' Yet the Statutes of Rome (1. iii. c. 8r.

p. 182.) impofe a fine of 500 aurei on whofo-

ever Ihall demoliih any ancient edifice, ne

ruinis civitas deformetur, et ut antiqua xdi-

iicia decorem urbis perpetuo reprefentent.

Romans
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Romans themfelves
^"

; he was luiinbled rather than elated by the chap.
LXXl

dilcovery, that, except his friend Ricnzi and one of the Colonna i
' '

a ftranger of the Rhone was more converfant with thefe antiquities

than the nobles and natives of the metropolis *'. The ignorance and

credulity of the Romans are elaborately difplayed in the old furvey

of the city which was compofed about the beginning• of the thir-

teenth century ; and, without dwelling on the manifold errors of

name and place, the legend of the Capitol " may provoke a fmile of

contempt and indignation. " The Capitol," fays the anonymous

writer, " is fo named as being the head of the world ; where the

" confuls and fenators formerly reilded for the government of the

" city and the globe. The ftrong and lofty walls were covered with
*' glafs and gold, and crowned with a roof of the richeft and moil

" curious carving. Below the citadel flood a palace, of gold for the

" greateft part, decorated with precious ftones, and whofe value

" might be eileemed at one third of the world itfelf. The ila-

" tues of all the provinces were arranged in order, each with a

" fmall bell fufpended from its neck ; and fuch was the contrivance

" of art magic ", that if the province rebelled againil Rome, the

*' In his firft vifit to Rome (A. D. 1337. erat, ftatim imago illius provinciae vertebat

See Memoires fur Petrarque, torn. i. p. 322, fe contra illam ; undc tintinnabulum refona-

&c.)> Petrarch is ftruck mute miraculo rerum bat quod pendebat ad collum ; tuncque vates

tantarum, et ftuporis mole obrutus .... Era;- Capitolii qui erant cuftodes fenatui, &:c. He
fentia vero, mirum diilu, nihil imminuit: vere mentions an example of the Saxons and Sue-
major fuit Roma majorefque funt reliquis vi, who, after they had been fubdued by
quam rebar. Jam non orbem ab hac urbe Agrippa, again rebelled : tintinnabulum fo-

domitum, fed tarn fero domitum, miror (Opp. „„;£ . facerdos qui erat in fpeculo in hcbdo-
p. 605. Familiares, ii. 14. Joanni Colum- maddfenatoribus nuntiavit: Agrippa marched
^^>• back and reduced the Perfians (Anonym.

«' He excepts and praifes the rare know- |„ Montfaucon, p. 297, 298.).
ledge of John Colonna. Qui enim hodie 69 The fame writer affirms, that Virgil
magis jgnan rerum Romanarum, quam Ro- ^^pjus a Rcmanis inviftbiliter exiit, ivitque
man. cives f Invitus dice nufquam minus Neapolim. Roman magician, in the xi•"
Roma cognofcuur quam Roma:.

^^„^^^^^ -^ introduced by William of Malmf-
After the defcnpt.on of the Capitol, he bury (de Geftis Regum Anglorum, 1. ii.

adds, lktua:erantquot funt mundiprovincia:;
p. 86.) ; and in the time of Flaminius Vacca

ethabebat quaslibet tintinnabulum ad collum. (NoSi. 103.) it was the vulgar belief that

Et erant i:a per magicam artem difpofits, ut the ftrangers (the GothsJ invoked the da.-mons

quando aliqua regie Romano Imperio rebellit for the difcoveiy of hidden treafures.

Vol. VI. 4 " ftatuc
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" ilatue turned round to that quarter of the heavens, the bell rang,

" the prophet of the Capitol reported the prodigy, and the fenate

" Avas admonifhed of the impending danger." A fecond example

of lefs importance, though of equal abfurd'ity, may be drawn from

the two marble horfes, led by two naked youths, which have fmce

been tranfported from the baths of Conflantine to the Quirinal hill.

The groundlefs application of the names of Phidias and Pra.xiteles

may perhaps be excufed ; but thefe Grecian fculptors ihould not

have been removed above four hundred years from the age of Pe-

ricles to that of Tiberius : they fhould not have been transformed

into two philofophers or magicians, whofe nakednefs was the fymbol

of truth and knowledge, who revealed to the emperor his moil

fecret adions ; and, after refufing all pecuniary recompenfe, folicited

the honour of leaving this eternal monument of themfelves'°. Thus

awake to the power of magic, the Romans were infenfible to the

beauties of art : no more than five ftatues were vifible to the eyes^

of Poggius ; and of the multitudes which chance or defign had buried

imder the ruins, the refurredion was fortunately delayed till a fafer

and more enlightened age ". The Nile, which now adorns the Va-

tican, had been explored by fome labourers in digging a vineyard

near the temple, or convent, of the Minerva ; but the impatient pro-

prietor, who was tormented by fome vifits of curiofity, reftored the

unprofitable marble to its former grave "• The difcovery of a ftatue

'° Anonym, p. 289. Montfaucon (p. 191.) &c. If this fable relis on the flighteft founda-

jullly obferves, that if Alexander be repre- tion, we may pity the bodies, as well as the

fented, thefe ftatues cannot be the work of ftatues, that were expofcd to the air in a

Phidias (Olympiad Ixxxiii.) or Praxiteles barbarous age.

(Olympiad civ.), who lived before that con- '^ Prope porticum Minerv.-e, flatu.i eft re-

queror (Plin. Hill. Natur. xxxiv. 19.). cubantis, cujus caput integr.i cffigie, tant.-e

' William of MalmlDury (I. ii. p. 86, i?/.) magnitudinis, ut ilgna omnia excedat. Qui-

relates a marvellous difcovery (A. D. 1046) dam ad p!antando.i arbores fcrobes faciens

of Pallas, the fon of Evar.der, who had been deiexic. Ad hoc vifcndum cum phires ia

Hain by Turnus; the perpetual light in his dies magis concurrerent, ftrepitura adeuntium

fepulchre, a Latin epit.iph, the corpfe, yet faftidiuraque pertc-cfus, horti paironus con-

entire, of a young giant, the enormous gefta humo texit (Poggius de Varietatc For-

wound in his breaft (peilus perforat ingens), tuna:, p. 12.).

6 of
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of Pompey, ten feet in length, was the occafion of a law-fult. It

had been found under a partition-wall: the equitable judge had pro-

nounced, that the head fliould be fcparated from the body to falisfy

the claims of the contiguous owners ; and the fentence would have

been executed, if the interceffion of a cardinal, and the liberality of

a pope, had not refcued the Roman hero from the hands of his bar-

barous countrymen ".

But the clouds of barbarifm were gradually difpelled ; and the Refto.-ation

peaceful authority of Martin the fifth and his fuccefrors, reftored the ments of the

ornaments of the city as well as the order of the ecclefiaftical ftate. a'/d. ,,,0,

The improvements of Rome, fmce the fifteenth century, have not
^*^'

been the fpontaneous produce of freedom and induftry. The firil

and moft natural root of a great city, is the labour and populoufnefs

of the adjacent country, which fupplies the materials of fubfiftence, of

manufadures, and of foreign trade. But the greater part of the Cam-
pagna of Rome is reduced to a dreary and defolate wildernefs: the

overgrown eftates of the princes and the clergy are cultivated by

the lazy hands of indigent and hopelefs vaffals ; and the fcanty har-

vefts are confined or exported for the benefit of a monopoly. A
fecond and more artificial caiife of the growth of a metropolis, is the

refidence of a monarch, the expence of a luxurious court, and the

tributes of dependent provinces. Thofe provinces and tributes had

been loft in the fall of the empire : and if fome ftreams of the filver

of Peru and the gold of Brafil have been attraded by the Vatican ;

the revenues of the cardinals, the fees of office, the oblations of pil-

grims and clients, and the remnant of ecclefiaftical taxes, afford a

poor and precarious fupply, which maintains hovpever the idlenefs

of the court and city. The population of Rome, far below the

^" See the Memorials of Flaminius Vacca, N° 57. p. u, 12, at the end of the Roma
Antica of Nardini {:704, in 4").

4 2 meafure
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meafure of the great capitals of Europe, does not exceed one liim-

dred and feventy thoufand inhabitants ''^
; and within the fpacious in-

clofure of the walls, the largeft portion of the feven hills is over-

fpread with vineyards and ruins. The beauty and fplendour of tlie

modern city may be afcribed to the abufes of the government, to

the influence of fuperftition. Each reign (the exceptions are rare)

has been marked by the rapid elevation of a new family, enriched

by the childlefs pontiff at the expence of the church and country.

The palaces of thefe fortunate nephews are the moft coftly monu-

ments of elegance and fervitude ; the perfe£l arts of architecture,

painting, and fculpture, have been proftituted in their fervice, and

their galleries and gardens are decorated with the moft precious

works of antiquity, which tafte or vanity has prompted them to col-

lecl. The ecclefiaftical revenues were more decently employed by

the popes themfelves in the pomp of the Catholic worihip j but it is

fuperfluous to enumerate their pious foundations of altars, chapels,

and churches, fmce thefe leiFer ftars are eclipfed by the fun of the

Vatican, by the dome of St. Peter, the moft glorious ftrudhure that

ever has been applied to the ufe of religion. The fame of Julius the

fecond, Leo the tenth, and Sixtus the fifth, is accompanied by the

fuperior merit of Bramante and Fontana, of Raphael and Michael-

Angelo : and the fame munificence which had been difplayed in

palaces and temples, was direiled with equal zeal to revive and

emulate the labours of antiquity. Proftrate obelifks were ralfed

from the ground, and ereded in the moft confpicuous places; of the

eleven aqueduds of the Csefars and confuls, three were reftored

;

the artificial rivers were conduded over a long feries of old, or of

' In the year 1709, the inhabitants of p. 217, 2)8.)• In 1740 they had increafed

Rome (without including eight or ten thou- to 146,080; and in 1765,1 left them, without

fand Jews) amounted to 138,568 fouls (Labat, the Jews, 161,899. ^ ^"^ ignorant whether

Voyages en Efpagne et en Italic, torn. iii. ihey have fince continued in a progreffive ftate.

new.
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new, arches, to difcharge into marble bafins a flood of falubrious and

refreiliing waters : and the fpedator, impatient to afcend the fteps of

St. Peter's, is detained by a column of Egyptian granite, which rifes

between two lofty and perpetual fountains, to the height of one

hundred and twenty feet. The map, the defcription, the monu-

ments of. ancient Rome, have been elucidated by the diligence of

the antiquarian and the ftudent " : and the footfteps of heroes,

the relics, not of fuperftition, but of empire, are devoutly vifited

by a new race of pilgrims from the remote, and once favage, coun-

tries oflhe North.

Of thefe pilgrims, and of every reader, the attention will be excited Final con-

by an hiftory of the decline and fall of the Roman empire ; the

greateft, perhaps, and moft awful fcene, in the hiftory of mankind.

The various caufes and progreflive eife<ii:s are conneited with many

of the events moft interefting in human annals : the artful policy of

the Caefars, who long maintained the name and image of a free re-

public ; the diforders of military defpotifm ; the rife, eftablifhment,

'5 The Pere Montfaucon diftributes his fcription of the old city, which muft be

own obfervatlons into twenty days, he fhould attained by the three following methods:

have ftyled them weeks, or months, of his i. The meafurement of the fpace and inter-

vifits to the different parts of the city (Dia- vals of the ruins. 2. The ftudy of infcriptions,

rium Italicum, c. 8— 20. p. 104—301.)• and the places where they were found. 3. The
That learned Benediiline reviews the topo- inveiligation of all the adls, charters, diaries

graphers of ancient Rome; the firft efforts of of the middle ages, which name any fpot

Blond us, Fulvius, Martianus, and Faunus, the or building of Rome. The laborious work,

fuperior labours of Pyrrhus Ligorius, had his fuch as Montfaucon defired, muft be promot-

learning been equal to his labours; the writ- ed by princely or public munificence: but

ings of Onuphrius Panvinius, qui omnes ob- the great modern plan of NoUi (A. D. 174B)

fcuravit, and the recent but imperfeft books would furniih a folid and accurate bafis for

of Donatus and Nardini. Yet Montfaucon the ancient topography of Rome.
ftill fighs for a more complete plan and de-

and

clufion.
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and feds of Chriftianity ; the foundation of Conftantinople ; the di-

vifion of the monarchy ; the invafion and fettlements of the Bar-

barians of Germany and Scythia ; the inftitutions of the civil law
;

the charaiter and reUgion of Mahomet ; the temporal fovereignty of

the popes; the reiloration and decay of the Weftern empire. of

Charlemagne ; the crufades of the Latins in the Eaft ; the conquefts

of the Saracens and Turks; the ruin of the Greek empire; the

ftate and revolutions of Rome in the middle age. The hiftorian

may applaud the importance and variety of his fubjed ; but, while

he is confcious of his own imperfections, he mufl often accufe the

deficiency of his materials. It was among the ruins of the Capitol,

that I firft conceived the Idea of a work which has amufed and

exercifed near twenty years of my life, and which, however In-

adequate to my own wlihes, I finally deliver to the curiofity and

candour of the Public.

Lausanne,

June lit 1787.
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iV. B. The Roman Numerals refer to the Volume, and the Figures to the

Page.

yf A N, the Saracen, heroifm of his widow,

^^\£ V. 306.

Ahbujfuies, elevation of the houfe of, to the

office of caliph of the Saracens, v. 412.

Abdallah, the Saracen, his excurfion to plunder the

fair of Abyla, v. 312. His African expedition,

Ahdalmalek, caliph of the Saracens, refufes tribute

to the emperor of Conftantinople, and eftablifhes

a national mint, v. 3'96.

AldaUahman, the Saracen, eftablifhes his throne at

Cordova in Spain, v. 417. Splendour of his court,

420. His eftimate of his happinefs, 421.
Abdelaxir, the Saracen, his treaty with Theodemir

the Gothic prince of Spain, v. 375. His death,

378•
Abderame, his expedition to France, and viflories

there, v. 407. His death, 411.
Abdol Motalleb, the grandfather of the prophet Ma-

homet, his hiftory, v. 197.
Abgarus, inquiry into the authenticity of his cor-

refpondence with fefus Chrill, v. 92.

Abgarus, the lali king of EdefTa, fent in chains to

Rome, i. 252.
Ablavius, the confidential prasfedl under Conftan-

tine the Great, a confpiracy formed againil him
en that emperor's death, ii. 97. Is put to death,

99.
Abu Ayub, his hiftory, and the veneration paid to his

memory by the Mahometans, v. "igj. vi. 509.
Abubeker, the friend of Mahomet, is one of his firft

converts, v. 220. Flies from Mecca with him,
224. Succeeds Mahomet as caliph of the Sara-

cens, 258. His charailer, 279.
Abu Caab commands the Andalufian Moors who

fubducd the ifland of Crete, v. 436.

Abu Sophia», prince of Mecca, confpires the death
of Mahomet, v. 224. Battles of Beder and
Ohud, 232. Befieges Medina without fuccefs,

234. Surrenders Mecca to Mahomet, and re-

ceives him as a prophet, 238.
AbuTahcr, the Carmathian, pillages Mecca, v. 451.
Abulfcda, his account of the fplendour of the caliph

Moflader, v. 420.
Abulpharagius, primate of the Eaftern Jacobites, •

fomc account of, iv. 604. His encomium on wif-
dom and learning, v. 423.

Abundantius
,
general of the Eall, and patron of the

eunuch Eutropius, is difgraced and exiled by
him, iii. 288.

Abyla, the fair of, plundered by the Saracens,
^'- 3'3•

Abyjpuia, the inhabitants of, defcribed, iv. 267.
Their alliance with the emperor Jultinian, 269.
EcdefiaHical hiflory of, 615.

Acacius, bilhop of Amida, an uncommon inftance of
epifcopal benevolence, iii. 323.

Achaia, its txtent, i. 29.

Acre, the memorable iiege of, by the crufaders,

vi. 102. Final iofs of, 119.

Anions, infliiutes of Jullinian refpefting, iv. 393.
Ailiiim, a review of Roman aftairs after the oattle

of, i. 72.

AdauHus, the only martyr of diftindlion during the
perfecudon under Diocletian, i. 692.

Adolphus, the brother of Alaric, brings him a rein-

forcement of troops, iii. 224. Is made count
of the domeilics to the new emperor Atta-
ins, 231. Succeeds his brother as king of the

Goths, and concludes a peace with Honor! u•,

250.
Adoption, the two kinds of, under the Greek empire,

vi. 35. note.

Adoration-
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Adoration of tlie Roman emperor, cuftom of, and

derivation of the term, v. 487.
Adorno, the Genoefe governor of Phocaea, conveys

Amurath II. from Afia to Europe, vi. 368.

Adrian I. pope, liis alliance with Charlemagne
againft the Lombards, v. 117. His reception of

Charlemagne at Rome, 121. Aflerts the fiftiti-

ous donation of Conftantine the Great, 125.

Adultery, diftindlions of, and how punidied by

Auguftus, iv. 406. By the Chriilian emperors,

408.

JElia Capitalina founded on mount Sion by Ha-
drian, i. 54;.

uElius Pcetus, his Trfpartite, the oldeil work of Ro-
man jurifprudence, iv. 350.

^Emilianus, governor of Pannonia and Maefia, routs

the barbarous invaders of the tmpire, and is de-

clared emperor by his troops, i. 306.

^neas of Gaza, his atteftition of the miraculous

gift of fpeech to the Catholic confeflbrs of Ti-

pafa, whofe tongues had been cut out, iii. 546.

^Eiieas Sylvius, his account of the imprafticability

of an European crufade againft the Turks, v'l. 515.

His epigram on the deftruftion of ancient build-

ings in Rome, 632. note.

JEraof the v.'orld, remarkable epochas in, pointed

out, iv. 121. note.

. Gela!a;an, of the Turks, when fettled, v. 670.

Aerial inbate, in the Eaftern empire, what, iv. 83.

jStius, furnamcd the Atheift, his charafter and ad-

ventures, ii. 256. 267. 284. note.

. , The Roman general under Valentinian III.

his charafter, iii. 332. His treacherous fcheme

to ruin count Boniface, 334. Is forced to retire

into Pannonia, 345. His inviiation of the Huns
into the empire, 355. Seizes the adminiftration

of the Weftern empire, 393. His charafter as

given by Renatus a cotemporary hiftorian, 394.

Employs the Huns and Alani in the defence of

Gaul, 396. Concludes a peace with Theodoric,

399. Raifes the fiege of Orleans, 408. Battle

of Chalons, 410. His prudence on the invafion

of Italy by Attila, 423. Is murdered by Valen-

tinian, 430.

Africa, its fituation and revolutions, J. 31. Great

revenue raifed from, by the Romans, 195. Pro-

grefs of Chriftianity there, 609.
. , Is diftrafted wiih religious difcord in the time

of Conftantine the Great, ii. 233. Chara£>er

and revolt of the Circumcellions, 300. Oppref-

fions of, under the government of count Ro-
manus, 533. General ftatc of Africa, 538.

, Revolt of count Boniface there, iii. 334.

Arrival of Genferic king of the Vandals, 336.
Perfecution of the Donatifts, 338. Devaftation

of, by the Vandals, 341. Carthage furprifed by

Genferic, 347. Perfecution of the Catholics, 536.
.. , Expedition of Belifarius to, iv. 132. Is re-

covered by the Romans, 146. The government

of, fettled by Juftinian, 147. Revolt of tlie

troops there, under Stoza, 273. Devaftation of
the war, 277.

Africa, invafion of, by the Saracens, v. 349. Con-
queft of, by Akbah, 355. Decline and e.xtinc-

tion of Chriftianity there, 386. Revolt and in-

dependence of the Saracens there, 4153.

Jlgldbites, the Saracen dynafty of, v. 453.
Aglae, a Roman lady, patronifes St. Boniface,

>• 694•
. ^ .

Agricola, review of his conduft in Britain, i. 5.

Agriculture, great improvement of, in the weftern

countries of the Roman empire, i. 63. State of,

in the Eaftern empire, under Juftinian, iv. 70.
Ajax, the fepulchre of, how diftinguiftied, ii. 9.

AiznaJin, battle of, between the Saracens and the

Greeks, v. 302.

Akbah, the Saracen, his exploits in Africa, v. 355.
Alani, occafion of thefe people invading Afid, i.391.

Conqueft of, by the Huns, ii. 586. Join the

Goths who had emigrated into Thrace, 608. See
Goths, and Fandals.

Alaric, the Goth, learns the art of war under Theo-
dofius the Great, iii. 6i. Becomes the leader of
the Gothic revolt, and ravages Greece, 135.
Efcapes from Stilicho, 141. Is appointed mafter

general of the Eaftern Illyricum, 143. His in-

vafion of Italy, 144. Is defeated by Stilicho at

Pollentia, 151. Is driven out of Italy, 1^4. Is,

by treaty with Honorius, declared mafter-general

of the Roman armies throughout the pr<efeilure of

Illyricum, 178. His pleas and motives for

marching to Rome, 192. Encamps under the

walls of that city, 194. Accepts a ranfom, and
raifes the fiege, 223. His negociations with the

emperor Honorius, 225. His fecond iiege of

Rome, 229. Places Attalus on the Imperial

throne, 231. Degrades him,, 234. Seizes the

city of Rome, 235. His fack of Rome compared
with that by the emperor Charles V. 244. Re-
tires from Rome, and ravages Italy, 246. His
death and burial, 249.

Alaric II. king of the Goths, his overthrow by

Clovis king of the Franks, iii. 574.
Alberic, the fon of Marczia, his revolt, and go-

vernment of Rome, V. 156.

Albigeois of FraTice, perfecution of, v. 535.
'

Alboin, king of the Lombards, his hiftory, iv. 42.'.

His alliance with the Avars againft the Gepida:,

423. Reduces the Gepida;, 424. He under-

takes the conqueft of Italy, 42 i• Overruns what
is now called Lombardy, 428. Aftumes the

regal title there, 429. Takes Pavia, and makes
it his capital city, 430. Is murdered at the in-

ftigation of his queen Rofamond, 432.
Alchemy, the books of, in Egypt, dellroyed by Dio-

cletian, i. 44T.
Aleppo, fiege and capture of, by the Saracens,

V. 323. Is recovered by the Greeks, 461.
Is
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Ts taken and facked by Tamerlane, vi. ^46.

lAltxander III. pope, eftabli(hes the papal eieilion

in the college of cardinals, vi. 550.

Alexander archbiHiop of Alexandria, excommuni-
cates Arius for his herefy, ii. Z47.

AhxamUr Scverus, is declared Caifar by the emperor
Elagabalus, i. iSo. Is raifed to the throne, 182.

Examination into hi» pretended vidlory over Ar-

taxerxes, 253. Shewed a regard for the Chrillian

religion, 670.
Alexandria, a general maflaere there, by order of

the emperor Caracalla, i. 166. The city defcribed,

339. Is ruined by ridiculous inteiline commo-
tions, 340. By famine and pellilence, 342. Is

befieged and taken by Diocletian, 439. The
ChrilHan theology reduced to a fyllematical form

in the fchool of, 607. Number of martyrs who
fuftered there in the perfecution by Decius, 654.

, The theological fyflem of Plato taught in the

fchool of, and received by the Jews there, ii. 23S.

Quellions concerning the nature of the trinity,

agitated in the philofophical and Chriftian fchools

of, 242. 247. Hiftory of the archbiihop St. Atha-

nafius, 269. Outrages attending his expullion

and the eftablifhment of his fucceffor, George of

Cappadocia, 286. The city diftradled by pious

fadlions, 29^. Difgraceful life and tragi:al death

of George of Cappadocia, 400. Reftoration of

Athanafius, 406. Athanafius banifhed by Julian,

407. Suffers greatly by an earthquake, 562.
—— , Hiftory of the temple of Serapis there, iii. 82.

This temple, and the famous library, deftroyed

by biihop Theophilus, 84.—— Is taken by Amrou the Saracen, v. 339. The
famous library deftroyed, 342.

Alexius AngeluSy his ufurpation of tlie Greek empire,

and chaxafter, vi. 132. Flies before the crufaders,

152.

Alexius I. Comneiius, emperor of Conftantinople,

V. 64. New titles of dignity invented by him,

484. Battle of Durazzo, 616. Solicits the aid

of the emperor Henry III. 620.—— Solicits the aid of the Chriftian princes againft

the Turks, vi. 5. His fufplcious policy on the

arrival of the crufaders, 32. Exafls homage
from them, 34. Profits by the fuccefs of the cru-

faders, 72.

Alexius II. Ccmnenus, emperor of Conftantinople,

V. 72.
Alexius Strategofulus, the Greek general, retakes

Conftantinople from the Latins, vi. 204.

Alexius, the fon of Ifaac Angelus, his efcape from
his uncle, who had depofed his father, vi. 133.
His treaty with the crufaders for his reftoration,

144. Reftoration of his father, 155.. His death,

161.

Alfred fends an embaiTyto the ihrineof St. Thomas
in India, iv. 599.

Algebra, by whom invented, v. 427.
All, joins Mahomet in his prophetical miGion,

Vol. VI. 4

V. 221. His heroifm, 234.236. His charafler,

256. Is chofen caliph of the Saracens, 259. De-
votion paid at his tomb, 265. Ilis pofterity, 266.

Aligern, defends Cum.-c, for his brother Teias, king
of the Goths, iv. 305. Is reduced, 307.

Allecius murders Caraufius, and ufurps his ftation,

Allemamti, the origin and warlike fpirit of, i. 313.
Are driven out of Italy by the fenate and people,

314. In\ade the empire under Aurelian, 357.
Are totally routed, 360. Gaul delivered from
their depredations by Conftantius Chlorus, 437.—- Invade and eftabliftitiiemfelves in Gaul, ii.161.

Are defeated at StralbuTgh by Julian, 167. hxz
reduced by Julian in his expeditions beyond the
Rhine, 172. Invade Gaul under the emperor
Valentinian, 51;. Are reduced by Jovinus, 517.
And chaftifed by Valentinian, 5:9.

Are fubdued by Clovis king of the Franks,
iii. 563.

Alp Arjlan, fultan of the Turks, his reign, v. 6-g.
Alypius, governor of Britain, is commiflioned by the

emperor Julian to rebuild the temple of Jerufa-
lem, ii. 387.

Amala, king of the Goths, his high credit among
them, i. 296.

Amalafontha, queen of Italy, her hiftory and cha-
railer, iv. 161, Her death, 6.

Amalphi, defcription of the city, and its commerce,
v. 605.

Amazonsy improbability of any fociety of, i. 376.
note.

Ambition, refleflions on the violence, and various
operations of that paflion, v. 85.

Ambrofe, St. compofcd a treatife on the trinity, for the
ufe of the emperor Gratian, iii. 3. note. His
birth, and promotion to the archbiftiopric of Milan,
29. Oppofes the Ari.in worfliip of the emprefs
Juftina, 30. Refufes obedience to the Imperial
power, 34. Controls the emperor Theodofius,
52. Impofes penance on Theodofius for his cruel
treatment of Theilalonica, 54. Employed his
influence over Gratian and Theodofius, to in-
fpire them with maxims of perfecution, 69. Op-
pofes Symmachus, the advocate for the old
Pagan religion, 75. Comforts the citizens of
Florence with a dream, when befieged by Rada-
gaifus, 165.

Amida, {\ege of, by Sapor king of Perfia, ii. 154.
Receives the fugitive inhabitants of Nifibis, 473.
Is befieged and taken by Cabades king of Per-
fia, iv. 108.

Amir, prince of Ionia, his charailer, and palTage
into Europe, vi. 315.

Ammianus the hiftorian, his religious charailer of (he
emperor Conftantiu', ii. 266. His remark on the
enmity of Chriftians toward each other, 304. His
account of the fiery obftrudlions to relloring the
temple of Jerufilem, 389. His account of the
hollile conteft of Daraafusand Urfinus for the bi-

O ihopric



GENERAL INDEX.
Ihopric of Rome, ; . Teftimony in favour of

his hillorical merit, 627. His charafter of the

nobles of Rome, iii. 202.

Ammonius, the mathematician, his meafurement of

the circuit of Rome, iii. 217.

Ammoniu), the monk of Alexandria, his martyrdom,

iv. 548.
A.norium, fiege and deilruaion of, by the caliph

Motaflem, v. 444.
Amphilochus, bilhop of Iconium, gains the favour

of the emperor Theodofius by an orthodox ban

mot, iii. 12.

Amphitheatre at Rome, a defcription of, i. 417.

vi. O55.

Amrou, his birth and charafter, v. 331. His invafion

and conquert of Egypt, 333. His adminiftralion

there, 345. His defcription of the country,

347-
Amurath I. fultan of the Turks, his reign, vi. 319.

Amurath II. fultan, his reign and charadler, yi. 440.

Anachorets, in monkifh hillory, defcribcd, iii. 523.

Anacletus, pope, his Jewifh exnaftion, vi. 561

.

Anafla/ius I. marries the emprefs Ariadne, iv. 5.

His war with Theodoric, the Oftrogoth king of

Italy, 19. His ceconomy celebrated, 79. His

long wall from the Propontis to the Euxine, loi.

Is humbled by the Catholic clergy, 576.

Anafiaftus II. emperor of Conftantinopie, v. 19.

His preparations of defence againft the Saracens,

397•
Anaflaftus, St. his brief hillory and martyrdom,

iv. 504. note.

Anatho, the city of, on the banks of the Euphrates,

defcribed, ii 431.

Aitdalufia, derivation of the name of that province,

V. 364. tsote.

Andronicus, prclident of Lybia, excommunicated by

Synefius bilhop of Ptolemais, ii. 22;.

AndronUu3 Comnenus, his charafter, and firft adven-

tures, V. 72 Seizes the empire of Conllantinople,

81. His unhappy fate, 83.

Andronicus the Elder, emperor of Conftantinopie, his

fuperliition, vi. 257. His war with bis grandfon,

and abdication, 262.

Andronicus the Younger, emperor of Conftantinopie,

bis licentious chararter, vi. 260. His civil war

againft his grandfather, 262. His reign, 265.

Is vanquiftied and wounded by fultan Orchan,

31% His private application to pope Benedift

XH. of Rome, 379.

Angora, battle of, between Tamerlane and Bajazet,

vi. 349.
Anianus, bilhop of Orleans, his pious anxiety for

the relief of that city when belieged by Attila the

Hun, iii. 407.
Auician family at Rome, brief hiftory of, iii. 197.

Anne Camnena, charader of her hillory of her father,

Ale\ius I. emperor of Conftantinopie, v. 64. Her

confpiracy againft her brother John, 67.

Anthemius, emperor of the Well, his dcl'cent, and

inveftitiire by Leo the Great, iii. 471. His elec-

tion confirmed at Rome, 472. Is killed in the

fack of Rome by Ricimer, 489.
Anthemius, pr.ifeft of the Eaft, charafter of his ad-

minillration, in the minority of the emperor
Theodofius the younger, iii. 313.

Anthemius the architect, inftances of his great know-
ledge in mechanics, iv. 90. Forms the defign of

the church of Sc. Sophia at Conftantinopie, 92.'

Anthony, St. father of the Egyptian monks, his hif-

tory, iii. 507.

Anthropomorl'hites, among the early Chriftlans, per-

foniuers of the Deity, iv. 539.
Antioch, taken and deftroyed by Sapor king of Perfia,

i. 328. Flouriftiing ftate of the Chriftian church

there, in the reign of Theodofius, 605.

, Hiftory of the body of St. Babylas, bifhop of,

ii. 399. The cathedral of, (hut up, and its wealth

confifcated, by the emperor Julian, 4C0. Licen-

tious manners of the citizens, 416. Popular dif-

contents during the refidence of Julian there, 417.

, Sedition there, againft the emperor Theodo-
fius, iii. 45. The city pardoned, 49.

—— Is taken, and ruined, by Chofroes king of

Perfia, iv. 245. Great deftruilion there by an

earthquake, 326. Is again feized by Chofroes II.

501.
, Is reduced by the Saracens, and ranfomed,

V. 32;. Is recovered by the Greeks, 461.

, Bsneged and taken by the firft crufaders,

vi 46.

AntoninUtuiS wife of Belifarius, her charailer, iv. 1 29.

Examines and conviils pope Sylverius of treachery,

187. Her aitivity during the fiege ofRome, 189.

Hcrfecret hiftory, 204. Founds a convent for her

retreat, 319.
Antoninus, a Roman refugee at the court of Sapor

king of Perfia, ftimulates him to an invafion of

the Roman provinces, ii. 152.

Antoninus Pius, his charailer, and that of Hadrian,

compared, i. 9 Is adopted by Hadrian, 92.

Antoninus Marcus, his defenfive wars, i. 10. Is

adopted by Pius at the inftance of Hadrian, 93.

His charailer, 102. His war againft the united

Germans, 2. Sufpicious ftory cf his edift in

favour of the Chriftlans, 6U7.

Afer, Arrius, praetorian prxfeft, and father-in-law

to the emperor Numerian, is killed by Diocle-

tian as the prefumptive murderer of that prince,

i. 421.
Apharban, the Perfian, his embaffy from Narfes

king of Perfia, to the emperor Galerius, i. 450.

Apocal/pje, why now admitted into the canon of the

Scriptures, i. 563. note.

Apccaucus, admiral of Conftantinopie, his confede-

racy againft John Cantacuzene, vi. 269. His

death, 272.

Apollinaris, biftiop of Laodicea, his hypothefis of the

divine incarnation of Jeius Chrift, iv. 542.

Apollinaris, patriarch of Alexandria, butchers his
'

flock
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flock in defence of the Catholic doilrine of the

incarnation, iv. 6l I.

jfpolloniris ofTyzn.i, hisdoubtfulcharafter.i. 369. ficte.

Apotheofis of the Roman emperors, how this cuilosn

was introduced, i. 84.

Apfimar dethrones Leontius emperor of Conftan-
tinople, and ufurps his place, v. 15.

Apulia, is conquered by the Normans, v. jpi. Is

confirmed to them by papal grant, 59S.
Aquilcia, beficged by the emperor Maximin, i. 22^.

Is taken and dellroyed by Attila king of the

Huns, iii. 418.
Aquiiain, is fettled by the Goths, under their king

Wallia, iii. 270. Is conquered by Clovis king
of the Franks, 57S.

Arabia, its fituation, foil, and climate, v. 171. Its

divifion into the Sant/y, ihi Stony, and the Happy,

173. The palloral Arabs, 174. Their horfes

and camels, 175. Cities of, 176. Manners and
cuftoms of the Arabs, 178. Their language, iSo.

Their benevolence, 188. Hiftory and defcrip-

tion of the Caaba of Mecca, 190. Religions,

194. Life and doitrine of Mahomet, 197. Con-
quell of, by Mahomet, 240. Charader of the

caliphs, 279. Rapid conquells of, 282. Limits

of their conquells, 392. Three caliphs eftablilh-

ed, 417. Introduftion of learning among the

Arabians, 423. Their progrefs in the fciences,

425. Their literary deficiencies, 430. Decline
and fall of the caliphs, 452.

Arbetio, a veteran under Conftantine the Great,
leaves his retirement to oppofe the ufurper Proco-
pius, ii. 494.

Arbogafles, the Frank, his military promotion under
Theodoiius in Gaul, and confpiracy againll Va-
lentinian the Younger, iii. 59. Is defeated and
killed by Theodofius, 64.

Arcadius, fon of the emperor Theodofius, fucceeds to

the empire of the Eafl, iii. 104. His magnifi-

cence, 282. Extent of his dominions, 283. Ad-
minillration of his favourite eunuch Eutropius,

2S4. His cruel law againit treafon, 290. Signs

the condemnation of Eutropius, 295. His in-

terview with the revolters Tribigild and Gainas,

297. His death, and fuppofed teftament, 311.
ArcbiteBure, Roman, the general magnificence of,

indicated by the exiliing ruins, i. 53.
Ardaburius, his expedition 10 Italy, to reduce the

ufurper John, iii. 329.
Argonauts, the objeft of their expedition to Colchos,

IV. 252.

Ariadne, daughter of the emperor Leo, and wife of
'Zeno, her charailer, and marriage afterward with
Anaftafius, iv. ;.

Arii, a tribe of the Lygians, their terrific moJe of
waging war, i. 393.

Arinthaus, is appointed general of the horfe by the

emperor Julian on his Perfian expedition, ii.

429. DilHnguilhes himfelf againil the ufurper

Frocopius, 494.
4O

Ario'vijlus feizcs two-thirds of the lands of the

Sequani in Gaul, for himfelf and his Germaa
followers, iii. 591.

Arijhbulus, principal minifter of the houfe of Carus,

is received into confidence by the emperor Dio-
cletian, i. 425.

Ariflotlc, his logic better adapted to the de-

tedlion of error, than for the difcovery of truth,

Arius, is excommunicated for heretical notions con-
cerning the Trinity, ii. 247. Strength of his

party, 248. His opinions examined in the coun-
cil of Nice, 2JO. Account of Arian fedis, 25J.
Council of Rimini, 259. His banifhmeut and re-

cal, 262. His fufpicious death, 263.
—— , The Arians perfecute the dtholics in Africa,

iii. 536.
Armenia, is feized by Sapor king of Perfia, i. 326.

Tiridates reftored, 443. He is again expelled by

the Perfians, 4|6. Is refigned to Tiridates by
treaty between the Romans and Perfians, 454.—— , Is rendered tributary to Perfia, on the deatK

of Tiridates, ii. 103. Charader of Arfaces Ti-
ranus king of, and his conduft toward the em-
peror J ulian, 426. Is reduced by Sapor to a Per-

fian province, 541.
, Its diftrailions and divifion between the Per-

fians and the Romans, iii. 323.
, Hiftory of Chrillianity there, iv. 607.

Armies of the Eallern empire, ftate of, under the

emperor Maurice, iv. 488.

Armcrica, the provinces of, form a free government
independent on the Romans, iii. 274. Submits

to Clovis king of the Franks, 56S. Settlement

of Britons in, 617.
Armeur, defenfive, is laid afide by the Romans, and

adopted by the Barbarians, iii. 67.
Arnold of Brefcia, his herefy, and hiftory, vi. 529.
Arragon, derivation of the name of that province,

i. 24. note.

Arrian, his vifit to, and defcription of, Colchos,

iv. 236.

Arfaces Tiranus, king of Armenia, his charailer, and
difafteflion to the emperor Julian, ii. 426. With-
draws his troops treacheroufly from the Roman
fervice, 446. His difaftrous end, 541.

Arfenius, patriarch of Conftantinople, excommuni-
cates the emperor Michael Palsologus, vi. 235.
Faftion of the Arfenites, 236.

Artake.n, king of Parthia, is defeated and flain by
Artaxer.ves king of Perfia, i. 2^9.

Artaban, his conl'piracy againft the emperor Jufti-

nian, iv. 293. Is intrulled with the conduct of

the armament fent to Italy, 296.

Artafres, king of Armeni.i, is depofed by r!ie Perfians

at the inftigation of his own fubjefts, iii. 325.

Artanjajdes, his revolt againft the Greek emperor

Conftantine V. at Conftantinople, v. 101.

Artaxeryes, reftores the Pe.lian monarchy, i. 239.

Prohibits every worfliip but that of Zoroalier,

2 246.
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246. His war with the Romans, 253. His cha-
railer and maxims, 256.

Artemius, duke of Egypt under Conilantius, is con-

demned to death under Julian, for cruelty and
corruption, ii. 346.

Arthur, king of the Britons, his hiftory obfcured by
monkilh fiftions, iii. 618.

Ar'vandii:, prstorian pr.xfeil of Gaul, his trial and
condemnation by the Jloman fenate, iii. 482.

Afcaloji, battle of, between Godfrey king of Jeru-
falera, and the fultan of Egypt, vi. 62.

Afcetics, in ecclefiafiical hiftory, account of, iii. 506.
Afckpioilatus reduces and kills the Britilh ufurper

Allealus, i. 435., fummary view of the revolutions in that quar-
ter of the world, i. 237.

Afia Minor defcribed, i. 29. Amount of its tribute

to Rome, 194. Is conquered by the Turks,
V. 6-3.

Afiarch, the nature of this oftice among the ancient

Pagans, i. 6co.

A/far is commiffioned by Theodofius the Younger
to conduit Valentinian III. to Italy, iii. 329.
Places his fteward Leo on the throne of the Eaft-

ern empire, 470. He and his fons murdered by
Leo, iv. 4.

AJfaffins, the principality of, deftroyed by the Mo-
guls, vi. 299.

AJfemblies of the people aboliilied under the Roman
emperors, i. 82. The nature of, among the an-

cient Germans, 272.

AJJjr'ia, the province of, defcribed, ii 432. Is in-

vaded by the emperor Julian, 434. His retreat,

453•
Aflarte, her image brought from Carthage to

Rome, as a fpoufe for Elagabalus, i. 178.

Afiolphus, king of the Lombards, takes the city of
Ravenna, and attacks Rome, v. 115. Is repelled

by Pepin king of France, 1 16.

Aflrology, why cultivated by the Arabian allrono•

niers, v. 428.
Athalaric, the fon of Amalafontha queen of Italy,

his education and charaCler, i'/. 163.

Atbanaric the Gothic chief, his war againft the em-
peror Valens, ii. 551. His alliance with Theo-
dofius, his death and funeral, 632.

Athanafius, St. confefles his underilanding bewild-
ered by meditating on the divinity of the Logos,
ii. 243. General view of his opinions, 253. Is

banifhed, 263. His character and adventures,

168. 406. 479. 507. Was not the author of the

famous creed under his name, iii. 544.
Aihanafius, patriarch of Conftantinople, his conteils

with the Greek emperor Andronicus the Elder,

vi. 257.
Aibenais, daughter of the philofopher Leontius.

See Eudocia.

Aibens, the libraries in that city, why faid to have
been fpared by the Goths, i. 326. Naval ftrength

cf the republic of, during its profperity, 529. note.

3

Athens is laid under contribution by Alarlc the
Goth, iii 137.——, Review of the philofophical hiftory of,

iv. 1 1 2. "i iie fchools of, filenced by the em-
peror Juftii]ian, 1 18.

, Revolutions of, after the crufades, and its

prefent fiate, vi. 253.
Athos, mount, beatific vifions of the monks of,

vi. 278.
Atlantic Ocean, derivation of its name, i. 32.

Attacotti, a Caledonian tribe of cannibals, account

of, ii. 530.
Aitalus, prcefeil of Rome, is chofen emperor by the

fenate, under the influence of Alaric, iii. 231.

Is publicly degraded, 234. His future fortune,

263,
Atta,lu$, a noble youth of Auvergne, his adventure.":,

iii 6:0.

Attila, the Hun, iii. 356. Defcription of his p:r-

fon and charadler, 357. His conquefts, 360.

His treatment of his captives, 367. Impofes
terms of peace on Theodoiius the Younger, 372.
OppreiTes Theodofius by his ambaffadors, 375.
Defcription of his royal refidence, 381. His re-

ception of the ambaffadors of Theodofius, 383.
His behaviour on difcovering the fcheme of
Theodofius to get him aifairinated, 388. His

haughty meflages to the emperors of the Eaft and
Weft, 393. His invafion of Gaul, 406. His

oration to his troops on the approach of ^tius
and Theodofic, 412. Battle of Chalons, 413.
His invafion of Italy, 417. His retreat pur-

chafed by Valentinian, 424 His death, 426.
Atys and Cyhele, the fable of, allegorifed by the

pen of Julian, ii. 362.

A'vars, are difcomfited by the Turks, iv. 227.
Their embaffy to the emperor Juftinian, 228.

Their conquefts in Poland and Germany, 229.

Their embaify to Juftin IL 419. They join the

Lombards againft the Gepidrc, 423. [-"ride, po-

licy, and power, of their chagan Baian, 481.

Their conquefts, 485. Inveft Conftantinople,

519•
Auerroes, his religious infidelity, how far juilifiable,

v. 431. iiole.

A-verfa, a town near Naples, built as a fettlement

for the Normans, v. 590.
Augurs, Roman, their number and peculiar office,

iii. 70.

Auguflin, his account of the miracles wrought by
the body of St. Stephen, iii. 98. Celebrates the

piety of the Goths in the lacking of Rome, 237.
Approves the perfecution of the Donatifts of
Africa, 339. His death, charailer, and writings,

343. Hiftory of his relics, iv. 146. note,

Augitflulus, fon of the patrician Oreftes, is chofen

emperor of the Weft, iii. 493. Is depofed bjr

Odoacer, 494. His banifhment to the Lucullan
villa in Campania, 497.

Augufius, emperor, his moderate exercife of power.
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i. 2. Is imitated by his fucceflbrs, 3. His naval

regulations, 22. His diviiion of Gaul, 24. His
fituation after the bajtle of Ailium, 72. He re-

forms the fenate, j^. Procures a fenntorial grant
of the Imperial dignity, 74. Divifion of the

provinces between him and the fenate, 77. Is

allowed his military command and guards in the

city of Rom•, 78. Obtains the cnnfular and
tribunitian oTires for life, 79. His charailer

and policy. So. Adopts Tiberius, go. Form-
ed an accurate regifier of the revenues and ex-

pences of the empire, 194. Taxes inftituted by
him, 197. His naval eftablilhments at Ravenna,
ui. i;8.

Augufius and Crrfar, thofe titles explained and dif-

criminated, i. Si;.

Avienus, his charader and embaiiy from Valenti-

nian III. to Attila king of the Huns, iii. 424.
Avignon, the holy fee how transferred from Rome

to thai city, vi. 555. Return of pope Urban V.
to Rome, 597.

Avitui, his embaiTy from jEtius to Theodoric king
of the Vifigoths, iii. 409 AiTumes the empire,

444. His depofition and death, ^50.
Aurelian, emperor, his birth and fervices, i. 353.
His expe ition againft Palmyra, 369. His triumph,

375. His cruelty, and death, 381.
Aurengzebe, account of his immenfe camp, i. 250.

note.

Aureolas is invefted with the purple on the Upper
Danube, i. 343.

Aufinius, the tutor of the emperor Gratian, his prc-

motion;, iii- 3. note.

Autharis, king of the Lombards in Italy, his wars

with the Franks, iv. 442. His adventurous gal-

lantry, 449.
Autun, the city of, ftormed and plundered by the

legions in Gaul, i. 36;.
Awvergne, province and city of, in Gaul, revolu-

tions of, iii. 597.
Auxiliaries, Barbarian, fatal confequences of their

admillion into the Roman armies, ii. 49.
Axuch, a Turkilh flave, his generous friendihip to

the princefs Anne Comnena, v. 67. And to Ma-
nuel Comnenus, 69.

Azimuntium, the citizens of, defend their privileges

againft Peter, brother of the Eaftern emperor
Maurice, iv. 487.

Azimus, remarkable fpirit (hewn by the citizens of,

againft Attila and his Huns, iii. 374,

Baalbec, defcription of the ruins of, v. 315.
Babylas, St. biihop of Antioch, his pofthumous hif-

tory, ii. 3J9.
Bagauda, in Gaul, revolt of, its occafion, arid fup-

predion by Maximian, i. 429.
Bagdad becomes the royal refidence of the Abbaf-

fides, v.. 418. Derivation of the name, 419.
note. The fallen ftate of the caliphs of, 456.

The city of, ftormed and fackcd by the Moguls-
vi. 300.

Bahram, the Perfian general, his charafler and ex-
ploits, iv. 471. Is provoked to rebellion, 473,
Dethrones Chofiocf, 476. His ufurpation and
death, 478.

Bitian, chagan of the Avars, his pride, policy, and
power, iv. 4S1. His perfidious feizure of Sir-

mium and Singidunum, 484. His conquefts,

4S5. Hs treacherous attempt to feize the em-
peror racliu'!, 508. Invefts Conftantinople ia
conjunilion with the Perfians, 519. Retires, jzo.

Bajazet I. fultan of the Turks, his reign, vi. 321.
His correfpondence with Tamerlane, 343. Is•

defeated and captured by Tamerlane, 350. In-
quiry into the Itory of the iron cage, 353. His
fons, 364.

Balbinus eleiiled joint emperor with Maximus, by
the fenate, on the deaths of the two Gordians,
i. 219.

Baldwin, count of Flanders, engages in the fourth

crufade, vi. 136. Is chofen emperor of Conftan-
tinople, 176. Is taken prifoner by Calo-Johni
king of the Bulgarians, 186. His death, i88.

Baldwin II. emperor of Conftantinople, vi. 195,
His diftreU'es and expedients, 198. His expuliion

from that city, 206.

Baldwin, brother of Godfrey of Bouillon, accom-
panies him on the (irft crufade, vi.. 22. Founds
the

J
rincipality of EdeiTa, 4;.

Baltic Sia, progrefHve fubfidence of the water of,

i. 260. note. How the Romans acquired a know-
ledge of the naval powers of, ii. 523. note,

Baftifm, theory and practice of, among the primi-

tive Chriftians, ii. 205.

Barbary, the name of that country, whence derived,,

v. 361. note. The Moors of, converted to the

Mahometan faith, 363.
Barbatio, general of infantry in Gaul under Julian,

his mifconduft, ii. 166.

Barchochebas, his rebellion againft the emperor Ha-
drian, i. 623.

Bards, Celtic, their power of exciting a martial en-
thuliafm in the people, i. 281.

Bards, Britilh, their peculiar office and duties,

iii. 624.
Bardas, Casfar, one of the reftorera of learning,

V. 12.

Bari is taken from the Saracens by the joint efforts

of the Latin and Greek empires, v. ^8i.

Barlaam, a Calabrian monk, his difpute with the

Greek theologians about the light of mount Tha-
bor, vi. 279. His embafly to Rome, from An-
dronicus the Younger, 379. His literary charac-

ter, 418.

Baftli. the Macedonian, emperor of Conftantino-

ple, V. 38. Reduces the Paulicians, 530.

Bafil II. emperor of Conftantinople, v. 52. His
great wealth, 478. His inhuman treatment of
lheBulgari.ins, 547.

Bafd»
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, archbidiop of Cncfarea, no evidence of his

having been perfecuted by the emperor Valen?,

ii. 509. Infuits his friend Gregory Nazianzen,

under the-appearancc of promotior, iii. 15. The
faihcr of the monks of Pcntus, 5 10.

Bafili/cus, brother of the emprefs Verina, is entrufted

with the command of the armament fent againft

the Vandals in Africa, iii. 477. His fleet de-

firoyed by Gcnferic, 479. His promotion to the

empire, and death, iv. 5.

Bajjianus, high pried of the fun, his parentafje,

i. 17-;. Is proclaimed emperor at Emefa, ibid.

See Elagahahts., brother-in-law to Conftantine, revolts

againll him, i. 519.
Bnjjcra, its fonndation and fitiiation, v. 286.

Baths, public, of Rome defcribed, iii. 214.

Batiitc, reception of the emperor Julian there, ii. 423.

Beafls, wild, the variety of, introduced in the circi's,

for the public games at Rome, i. 41 5.

Beaufolire, M. de, charailer of his Uifloire Critique

du Manicheifmc , iv. 533. vote.

Beder, battle of, between Mahomet and the Korciih

of Mecca, v. 232.

.Biv/c-wfc»/ of Arabia, their mode of life, v, 174.

Bees, remarks on the Ibuflure of their combs and
cells, V. 424. note.

Belifarius, his birth and military promotion, iv. 127.

Is appointed by Juftlnian to conduil the African

war, 129. Embarkation of his troops, 132.

Lands in Africa, 134. Defeats Gelimer, 138.

Is received into Carthage, 139. Second defeat

of Gelimer, 144. Redudlion of Africa, 146.
Surrender of Gelimer, 151. His triumphant re-

turn to Conftantinople, 152. Is declared fo'e

conful, 153. He menaces the Oilrogoths of
Italy, 161. He feizes Sicily, 166. Invades Italy,

170. Takes Naples, 172. He enters Rome,
175. He is befieged in Rome by the Goths, 176.
The fiege raifed, 192. Caufes Conftantine, one
of his generals, to be killed, 193. Siege of
Ravenna, 198. Takes Ravenna by ilratagem,

200. Returns to Conftantinople, 202. His cha-

railer and behaviour, 203. Scandalous life of
his wife Antonina, 204. His difgrace and fub-

midion, 209. Is fent into the Eail to oppofe
I Chofroes king of Perfia, 247. His politic re-

ception of the Perfian ambaiTadors, 248. His
fecond campaign in Italy, 282. His inefFeftual

attempt to raife the fiege of Rome, 286. Dif-
fuades Totiia from deftroying Rome, 289. Re-
covers the city, 290. His final recal from Italy,

292. Refcues Conftantinople from the Bulgarians,

316. His difgrace and death, 319.
Benefice, in feudal language, explained, iii. 593.
Bene'vento, battle of, between Charles of Anjou,

and Mainfroy the Sicilian ufurper, vi. 243.
Beneventum, anecdotes relatingto the fiegeof, v. 585.
Benjamin of Tudela, his account of the riches of

Conftantinople, v. 478.

Berifa, or Aleppo, reception of the emperor Julian
there, ii. 425.

Bernard, St. his charailer and influence in promot-
ing the fecond crufade, vi. 83. His character of
the Romans, 52!^.

Berytiis, account of the faw fchool eftablifhed there,

ii. 40. Is deftroyed by an earthquake, iv. 326.
Beniier, his account of the camp of Aurengzebe,

i. 250. note.

Beffnricn, cardinal, his charailer, vi. 42J.
BeJJas, governor of Rome for Juftinian, his rapacity

during the fiege of that city by Totiia the Goth,
iv. 2;-!4. Occafions the lofs of Rome, 286.

Be^^ahde, is taken and gariifoned by Sapor king of
Perfia, ii. 158. Is iijeffeilually befieged by Cop.-

Ilantiu?, 159.
Bindoes, a Safl'anian prince, depofes Hormouz king

of Perfia, iv. 473.
Birthright the leafl invidious of all human difijnc-

tions, i. 205.

BiJ.'.wps, among the primitive Chriftians, the office

of, explained, i. 583. Progrefs of epifcopal
authority. 587. Afl'umed dignity of epifcopal
government, 598.

, Number of, at the time of Conftantine the
Great, ii. 213. Mode of their eleilion, 214.
Their power of ordination, 216. The ecclefiafti-

cal revenue of each diocefe how divided, 221.
Their civil jurifdiftion, 222. Their fpiritual

cenfures, 224. Their legiilative affemblies, 228.

BifiiDps, rural, their rank and duties, ii. 214.
Bijfextile, fuperftitious regard to this year by the

Romans, ii. 486.
Bithynia, the cities of, plundered by the Goths,i.320.
Blemmyes, their revolt againft the emperor Diocle-

tian, i. 439.
Boccace, his literary charafter, vi. 421.
Boethiits, the learned fenator of Rome, his hiftory,

iv. 33. His imprifonment and death, 38.

Bohemond, the fon of Robert Guifcard, his charadlir

and military exploits, v. 619. vi. 25. His route

to Conftantinople on the crufade, 31. His flat-

tering reception by the emperor Alexius Comne-
nus, 35. Takes Antioch, and obtains the prin-

cipality of it, 48. His fubfequent tranfadlions,

and death, 73.
Boniface, St. his hiftory, i. 694.
Boniface, count, the Roman general under Valen-

tinian 111. his charailer, iii. 332. Is betrayed

into a revolt by ./Etius, 334. His repentance,

340. Is befieged in Hippo Regius by Genferic

king of the Vandals, 342. Returns to Italy,

and is killed by .iEtius, 344.
Boniface Vlll. pope, his violent conteft with Philip

the Fair king of France, and his charailer, vi. 554.
Inftitutes the jubilee, 557.

Boniface, marquis of Montferrat, is chofen general

of the fourth crufade to the Holy Land, vi. 142.

Is made king of Macedonia, 179, Is killed by

the Bulgarians, 189.

Bofphorui,
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Bofphorus, revolutions of that kingdom, i. -jifl.

Is feized by the Goths, 317. The ftraic oi, de-

fcribed, ii. 4.

Bsfra, fiege of, by the Saracens, v. 298.

Baheric, the Imperial general in Thefl'alonica, mur-
dered in a fedition, iii. 50.

Boucicault, marflial, defends Conllantinople againll

Bajazet, vi. 329.
Bo:i!ogne, the port of, recovered from Caraufius, by

Conllantius Chlorus, i. 434.
Boivides, the Perfian dynafty of, v. 455.
Braitcahotie, fenator of Rome, his charailer, vi. 540.
Bictngne, the province of, in France, fettled by

Bnton.', iii, 617.
Britain, refledions on the conqueft of, by the Ro-

mans, i. 4. Defcription of, 25. Colonies plant-

ed in, 44. note. A colony of Vandals fettled

there by Probus, 402. Revolt of Caraufius, 431.
, Ho* firft peopled, ii. 526. Invafions of, by

the Scots and Piils, 529. Is rellored to peace by

Theodofius, 531.—— , Revolt of Maximus there, iii. 6. Revolt of

the troops there againft Honorius, 173. Is

abandoned by the Romans, 274. State of, until

the arrival of the ciaxcns, 275. Defcent of the

Saxons on, 611. Eftablilbment of the Saxon
heptarchy, 614. \^'ars in, 615. Saxon devafta-

tion of the country, 6:0. Manners of the inde-

pendent Britons, 623. Defcription of, by Pro-
copius, 626.—— , Converfion of the Britons by a miifion from
pope Gregory the Great, iv. 459. he dcilrine

of the incarnation received there, 590.
Brutus the Trojan, his colonization of Britain now

given up by jnielbgcnt hiflorians, ii. 526. tioie.

Buffon, M. his extraordinary burning mirrors, iv. 89.
nott.

Bulgarians, their charafier, iv. 218. Their in-

roads on the Eal'crn empire, 221. Irvafion or,

under Zabergan, 314. Repulfed by Etlifjrius, ;!b.—— , The kingdom cf, dellroyed by Eafil II. the

Greek emperor, v, 57. 5^.7.

, Revolt of, from the Greek empire, and fub-

milTion to the pope of Rome, vi. 131. War
with the Greeks under Calo-John, 104.-

Bullfeojl, in the Colifeum at Rome, defcribed,

vi. 637.
Burgundiar.s, their fettlemcnt on the Elbe, and

maxims of government, ii. . Their fetile-

ment in Gaul, iii. 271. Lin.its of the kingdom
of, under Gundobald, 569. Are fubdued by the

Franks, 573.
Burnet, character of his Sacred Theory of the Earth,

• ;'5• "''••

Burrampoater, fource of that river, vi. 341• note

Bufir, in Egypt, four feveral places known under
this name, v. 415. nute.

Bnzurg, the philofophical preceptor of Hormouz
ki::g of Pirfia, his high reputation, iv. 469.
note.

.5>ci7n//«< hiilorians, lift and charailer of, vi. 517.
note.

Byxantium, fiege of, by the emperor Severus, i. 147.
Is taken by Maximin, 515. Siege of, by Con-
ftaniine the Great, 531. Its fituation defcribed,
ii. 3. By whom founded, ibid. note. See Con-
fiantinolle.

Caaha, or temple of Mecca, defcribed, v. 190.
The idols in, dellroyed by Mahomet, 239.

Cabades, king of Perfia, befieges and takes Amida,
iv. 108. Seizes the ftraits of Caucafus, iii. Vi-
ciflitudes of his reign, 233.

Cadefia, battle of, between the Saracens and the
Perlians, v. 284.

Cadijah, her marriage with Mahomet, v. 199. Is
converted by him to his new religion, 220. Her
death, 223. Mahomet's veneration for her me-
mory, 25;.

Ccscilian, the peace of the church in Africa dillurbed
by him and his party, ii. 233.

Cifcilius, the authority of hi.s account of the famous
vifion of Conilantine the Great, inquired into,
ii. .

Cieleflian, fenator of Carthage, his diftrefs on the
taking of that city by Genferic, iii. 349.

Ciefar, Julius, his inducement to the conqueft of
Britain, i. 4. Degrades the fenatorial dignity,

73. note. AlTumes a place among the tutelar

deities of Rome, in his lifetime, 84. His ad-
drefs in appeafing a military fedition, 191. note.

His prudent application of the coronary gold pre-
fented to him, ii. 72.

Ca^j'ar and Augufiits, thofe titles explained and dif-

criniinated, i. 85.

Ciejars, of the emperor Julian, the philofophical
fable of that work delineated, ii. 412.

C.f/aiea, capital of Cappadocia, taken by Sapor
king of Perfia, i. 329. Is reduced by the Sara-
cens, v. 327.

Cahina, queen of the Moors of Africa, her policy
to drive the Arabs out cf the country, v. 362.

Ciiroan, the city of, founded in the kingdom of
Tunis, v. 35S.

Cakd, deferts from the idolatrous 'Irabs to the party
of Mahomet, v. 238. His gallant condud at
the battle oi uta, 244. His viftories under the
caliph .Abubc-ker, 283. Attends the Saracen
army on the Syrian expedition, 298. His valour
at the ficge of D.imafcus, 301. Diftinguilhes
himfelf at the battle of Aiznadin, 305. His cruel
treatment of the refugees from Damafcus, 311.
Joins in plundering the fair of Abyla, 3 1 3. Com-
mands the Saracens at the battle of i'ermuk,
318. His death, 329.

Caledonia, and its ancient inhabitants, defcribed,
ii. 527.

Cnhdcnian >var, under the emperor Severus, an
account of, i. 156.

Caliphs
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Ciz///iij of the Saracen?, charailer of, v. 279. Their

rapid conquefts, z8i. Extent and power of, 390.
Triple divifion of the office, 417. They patro-

nife learning, 4.23. Decline and fall of their

empire, 452. vi. 300.

Callinicum, the punifiament of a religious fcdition

in that city, oppofed by St. Ambrofe, iii. 52.

Callimcus of Heliopolis, aflifts in defending Con-
flantinople againi} the Saracens, by his chymical

inflammable compofitions, v. 402.

Cttlmucks, black, recent emigration of, from the

confines of Ruffia to tliofe of China, ii. 589.

Calo-John, the Bulgarian chief, his war with Bald-

win, ttie Latin emperor of the Greeks, vi. 184.

Defeats and takes him prifoner, 186. His favage

charatter and death, 190.

Calocerus, a camel-driver, excites an infurreilion in

the iflind of Cyprus, ii. 89.

Calphuritius, the macliinery of his eclogue on the

acceffion of the emperor Carus, i. 409.

Calvin, the reformer, his doilrine of the Eucharift,

V. 536. Examination of his conduft to Servetus,

538.
Camel, of Arabia, defcribed, v. 175.

Cami/ards of Lariguedoc, their enthuliafm compared

with that of the Circuracellions of Numidia,

ii. 302.
Campania, the province of, defolated by the ill po-

]j:y of the Roman emperors, ii. 65. Defcription

of the Lucullan villa in, iii. 498.
Canada, the prefent climate and circumftances of,

compared with thofe of ancient Germany, i. 262.

Cannon, enormous one of the fultan Mahomet Ii.

defcribed, vi. 475. Burfts, 48;.
Canoes, Ruffian, a defcription of, v. 567.

Cantacuzsne, John, cliarafter of his Greek Hillory,

vi. 239. His good foitune under the younger

Andronicus, 267. Is driven to afTume the purple,

270. His lively diftinilion between foreign and

civil war, 272. His entry into Conftantinopie,

and reign, 274. Abdicates, and turns monk,

277. His war with the Genoefe faftory at Pera,

283. Marries his daughter to a Turk, 310. His

negociation with pope Clement VI. 381.

Canteimr'% Hillory of the Ottoman Empire, a cha-

rafter of, vi. 312. note.

Capelianus, governor of Mauritania, defeats the

younger Gordian, and takes Carthage, i. zl8.

Capitation-tax, under the Roman emperors, an ac-

count of, ii. 65.

Capiio, Ateius, the civilian, his charafler, iv. 354.

Capitol of Rome, burning and relloration of,

i. 642.

Capfadocia, famous for its fine breed of horfes,

ii. 57.

Capraria, ifle of, charailer of the monks there,

iii. 127.

Captives, how treated by the Barbarians, iii. 367.

59?•
Caracalla, fon of the emperor Severus, his fixed an-

tipathy to his brother Geta, i. i;6. Succeeds to

the empire jointly with him, 160. Tendency of
his ediil to extend the privileges of Roman citi-

zens to all the free inhabitants of his empire, 193.
His view in this tranfaition, zoi. Doubles the

tax on legacies and inheritances, 202.

Caracorum, the Tartar fittlement of, defcribed,

vi. 305.
Cara'uans, Sogdian, their route to and from China,

for filk, to fupply the Roman empire, iv. 4.

Caraufiiis, his revolt in Britain, i. 43 1 . Is acknow-
ledijed by Diocletian and his colleagues, 4^3.

Carbeas, the Paulician, his revolt from the Greek
emperor to the Saracens, v. 528.

Cardinals, the eledion of a pope veiled in them,
vi. 5jO. Inftitution of the conclave, 551.

Carduenc, fituation and hiilory of that territory,

i. 453.
Carimts, the fon of Carus, fucceeds his father in

the empire, jointly with his brother Numerian,
j. 412.

Carizmians, their invafion of Syria, vi. 113.
Carlcjingian race of kings, commencement of, in

France, v. 1 19.

Carmath, the Arabian reformer, his charailer,

v. 449. His military exploits, 490.
Carmelites, from whom they derive their pedigree,

iii. 507. note.

Carpathian mountains, their fituation, i. 260.

Carthage, the bifhopric of, bought for Majorinus,

i. 673. note.

, Religious difcord generated there by the fac-

tions of Cajcilian and Donatus, ii. 234.—— , The temple of Venus there, converted into a

Chriftian church, iii. 81. Is furpriied by Gen-
feric king of the Vandals, 347.—— , The gates of, opened to Belifarius, iv. 139.
Natural alterations produced by time in the fitua-

tion of this city, 140. note. The walls of, j-e-

paired by Belifarius, 142. Infurreilion of the

Roman troops there, 273.

, Is reduced and pillaged by HafTan the Sara-

cen, V. 359. Subfequent hillory of, 360.

Carthagena, an extraordinary rich filver mine worked
there for the Romans, i. 19;.

Carus, emperor, his eleilion and charailer, i. 408.

Ca/pian and Iberian gates of mount Caucafus,

diflinguilhed, iv. 1 10.

Caffians, the party of, among the Roman civilians,

explained, iv. 355.

Cafficdorus, his Gothic hillory, i. 291. His ac-

count of the infant Hate of the republic of Venice,

iii. 421. His long and profperous life, iv. 23.

Caflriot, George; ( Scatiderbeg.

Catalans, their fervice and war in the Greek empire,

vi. 248.

Catholic church, the doilrines of, hoiv difcriminated

from the opinions of the Platonic fchool, ii. 243.

The authority of, extended to the minds of man-

kind, 246. Faith of the Weftern or Latin church,

258.
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25S. Is diftrailed by faftions in the caufe of

Athanafius, 271. The doxology, how intro-

duced, and how perverted, 293. The revenue

of, transferred to the heathen priells, by Julian,

391•—— , Ediil of Theodofius for the eflablifliment of

the Catholic faith, iii. 11. The progrellivc Iteps

of idolatry in, 93. Perfecution of the Catholics

in Africa, 536. Pious frauds of the Catholic

clergy, 544.
_

, How bewildered by the doflrine of the incar-

carnation, iv. 544. Union of the Greek and
Latin churches, 590.—— , SchiI'm of the Greek church, vi. I2l.

Celefiine, pope, efpoufes the party of Cyril againfl:

Neftorius, and pronounces the degradation of the

latter from his epifcopal dignity, iv. 553.
Cellic language, driven to the mountains by the

Latin, i. 45, 46. note.

Cenfor, the office of, revived under the emperor
Decius, i. 301. But without efiefl, 302.

Cecs, the manufadure of filk, firft introduced to

Europe from that ifland, iv. 72.

Cerca, the principal queen of Attila king of the

Huns, her reception of Maximin the Roman am-
bafiaQor, iii. 38;.

Cerintbus, his opinion of the twofold nature of

Jefus Chrill, iv. 540.
Ceylon, ancient names given to that ifland, and the

imperfeft knowledge of, by the Romans, ii. 414.
note.

Chalcedon, the injudicious fituation of this city ftig-

iratifcd by proverbial contempt, ii. 5. A tribu-

nal erefted there by the emperor Julian, to try

and punUh the evil minillers of his predeceilbr

Coniiantius, 344.
, A ftately church built there by Rufinus, the

infamous minifter of the emperor Theodofius,

iii. 108.
-— , Is taken by Chofroes II. king of Perfi.i,

iv. 503.
Cbalcandyles, the Greek hiilorian, his remarks on

the feveral nations of Europe, vi. 391.
Chalons, battle of, between the Romans and At-

tila king of the Huns, iii. 410.
Chama'iiaiis reduced and generouily treated by

Julian, ii. 170.

Chancellor, the original and modern application of
this word compared, i. 414.

Chaiiiiiers, national, the diftindions of, how formed.

Chariots of the Romans defcribed, iii. Z04. note.

Charlemagne conquers the kingdom of Lorobardy,
V. 117. His reception at Rome, 121. Eludes
fulfilling the promifes of Pepin and hirafelf to

the Roman pontiff, 124. His coronation at

Rome by the pope Leo Jll. 135. His reign and
charader, 136. Extent of his empire, 140.

His neighbours and enemies, 144. His fuccef-

iois, 146. His negociations and treaty with the

Vol. VL 4 :

Eaftern empire, 149. State of his family and
dominions in the tenth century, 505.

Charles the Fat emperor of the Romans, v. 147.
Charles of Anjou fubdues Naples and Sicily,

vi. 243, The Sicilian yefpers, 247. His cha-
railer as a fenator of Rome, 541.

Charles IV. emperor of Germany, his weakncfs
and poverty, v. 166. His public oilentaiion,

167. Contrail between him and Augullus, 168.

Charles V. emperor, parallel between him and
Diocletian, i. 466. And between the fack of
Rome by him, and that by Alaric the Goth,
iii. 244.

Chafiity, its high eileem among the ancient Ger-
mans, i. 276. And the primitive Chriftians,

57S.

Ch^miilry, the art of, from whom derived, v. 429.
Cherjonefus, Thracian, how fortified by the emperor

Juilinian, iv. loi.

Cherfinites affift Conftantine the Great againft the

Goths, ii. 93. Are cruelly perfecuted by the

Greek emperor Juftinian II. v. 17.

Chefs, the objeft of the game of, and by whom in-

vented, iv. 24 1.

ChiUeric, liing of France, depofed under papal
fanilion, v. 119.

Children, the expofing of, a prevailing vice of an-
tiquity, iv. 373. Natural, according to the Ro-
man laws, what, 382.

China, how diftinguilbed in ancient hiftory, i. 444.
note. Great numbers of children annually ex-

pofed there, 595• note.

, Its fituation, ii 575. The high chronology
claimed by the hiftorians of, 576. The great

wall of, when erefted, 578. Was twice con-
quered by the northern tribes, 580.

—— , The Romans fupplied with filk by the cara-

vans from, iv. 73.
—— , Is conquered by the Moguls, vi. 297. 3C6.

Expulfion of the Moguls, 307.
Chi-vahj, origin of the order of, vi. 26.

Chnodomar, prince of the Alemanni, taken prifoner

by Julian at the battle of Siraibiirg, ii. 16S.

Chofroes, king of Armenia, aflaliinated by the

emiflkries of Sapor king of Perfia, i. 326.

Chofroes, fon of Tiridates, king of Armenia, his

cbarailer, ii. 104.

Chrfroesl. king of Perfia, protefls the laft furviving

philolbphers of Athens, in his treaty with the

emperor Juilinian, iv. 119. Review of his hif-

tory, 234. Sells a peace to Juilinian, 241. His
invafion of Syria, 244. His negociations with

Juilinian, 264. His profperity, 266. Battle of
Melitene, 467. His death, 408.

Chofroes I[. king of Perfia, is rjifed to the throne

on the depofition of his father Hormouz,
iv. 475. Is reduced to implore the afiillance of

the emperor Maurice, 477. His relloration and
policy, 479. Conquers Syria, 501. Paleiline,

502. Egypt and Afia Minor, 503. His reign

? and
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and magnificence, 504. Rejefts the Mahometan
xeligion, 506. Impofes an ignominious peace on

the emperor Heraclius, 509. His flight, depofi-

tion, and death, 525.
Chozars, the hord of, fent by the Turks to the

afliftance of the emperor Heraclius, iv. 521.€, the fertiva! of his birth, why fixed by the

Romans at the winter folrtice, ii. ^z6. note.

Chrifiians, primitive, the various feils into which

they branched out, i. 544. Afcribed the Pagan

idolatry to the agency of dremons, 552. Be-

Jieved the end of the world to be near at hand,

561. The miraculous powers afcribed to the

primitive church, 567. Their faith ilronger than

jn modern times, 571. Their fuperior virtue and

aufterity, 572. Repentance a virtue in high

efteem among them, 573. Their notions of mar-

riage and challity, 577. They difclaim war and

government, 580. Were ailive however in the

internal government of their own fociety, 581.

Biihops, 583. Synods, 86. Metropolitans and

and primates, 588. Bilhop of Rome, 589.

Their probable proportion to the Pagan fubjects

of the empire before the converfion of Conllantine

the Great, 613. Enquiry into their perfecutions,

620. Why more odious to the governing powers

than the Jews, 624. Their religious meetings

fufpefted, 629. Are perfecuted by Nero, as the

incendiaries of Rome, 637. Inllruilions of the

emperor Trajan to Pliny the Younger for the

regulation of his conduft toward them, 647.

Remained expofed to popular refentment on pub-

lic feftivities, 648. Legal mode of proceeding

sgainfl them, 650. The ardour with which

they courted martyrdom, 661. When allowed

to ereft places for public worfhip, 669. Their

perfecution under Diocletian and his affociates,

682. An ediil of toleration for them publifhed

by Galerius jull before his death, 695. Some
confiderations neceffary to be attended to in

reading the fulFerings of the martyrs, 700.
—— , Edift of Milan publifhed by Conllantine

the Great, ii. 184. Political recommendations

cf the Chriftian morality to Conftantine, 186.

Theory and praiiice of paiTive obedience, 187.

Their loyalty and zeal, 190. The facrament of

baptifm, how adminiilered in early times, 205.

Extraordinary propagation of Chriftianity after it

obtained the Imperial fanilion, zo8. Becomes
the ellabliihed religion of the Roman empire,

211. Spiritual and temporal powers dillin-

guifhed, 212. Review of the epifcopal order in the

church, 213. The ecclefiaftical revenue of each

diocefe, how divided, 221. 'J heir legiflative

afTerablies, 228. Ediil of Contlantine the Great

agalnft heretics, ,. Myllerious doftrine of the

Trinity, 242. The doftrines of the Catholic

church, how difcriminated from the opinions of

the Platonic fcliool, 243. General charafter of

the Chtiilian fsdls, 304. Chriftian fchools pro-

hibited by the emperor Julian, 392. They are

removed from all offices of truil, 393. Are ob-
liged to reinftate the Pagan temples, 394. Their
imprudent and irregular zeal againil idolatry,

+°9- ....
Chrifians, diflinftion of, into 'vulgar and afcetic,

iii. 505. Converfion of the barbarous nations,

527.

Chrifiianity, enquiry into the progrefs and efla-

blilhment of, 535. Religion and charailer of
the Jews, 537. The Jewiih religion the bafis of

Chriftianity, 541. Is offered to all mankind, 542.
The feds into which the Chriftians divided, 544.
The theology of, reduced to a fyftematical form
in the fchool of Alexandria, 607. Injudicious

conduft of its early advocates, 617. Its perfecu-

tions, 620. Firft ereilion of churches, 669.
>

, The fyftem of, found in Plato's dodlrine of
the Logos, ii. 240.

, Salutary efFeds refulting from the converfion

of the barbarous nations, iii. 532•
, Its progrefs in the north of Europe, v. 576.

Chryfaphius the Eunuch, engages Edecon, to af-

falFinate his king Attila, iii. 387. Is put to death

by the emprefs Pulcheria, 390. Affifted at the

fecond council of Ephefus, iv. 564.
Chryfocheir, general of the revolted Paulicians,

over-runs and pillages Afia Minor, v. 529. His
death, 530.

Chry/oloras, Manuel, the Greek envoy, his charailer,

vi. 423. His admiration of Rome and Con-
ilantinople, 434.

ChryJ'ofolis, battle of, between Conftantine the

Great and Licinius, i. 532.
Chryjoflom, St. his account of the pompous luxury

of the emperor Arcadius, iii. 282. Proteils his

fugitive patron the eunuch Eutropius, 296. Hif-

tory of his promotion to the archiepifcopal fee of

Conftantinople, 301. His charailer and admini-

ftration, 302. His perfecution, 305. His death,

309. His relics removed to Conftantinople, 310.
His encomium on the monaftic life, 512. nete.

Churches, 'Chriftian, the firft eredlion of, i. 669.

Demolition of, under Diocletian, 688. Splen-

dour of, under Conftantine the Great, ii. 220.

Seven, of Afia, the fate of, vi. 314.

Cibalis, battle of, between Conftantine the Great
and Licinius, i. 521.

Cicero, his view of the philofophical opinions as to

the immortality of the foul, i. 556. His enco-

mium on the ftudy of the law, iv. 338. Syftem
of hh republic, 351.

Cim?neriaii darknefs, the expieflion of, whence de-

rived, iii. 206. note.

Circimicellions of Africa, Donaiift fchifmatics, hiftory

of their revolt, ii.^ 300. Their religious fuicides,

303. Perfecution of, by the emperor Honorius,
iii. 338.

Circumcifion of both fexes, a phyfical cuftom in

.Ethiopia, uncoimedled with religion, iv. 619.

Circus,
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Circus, Roman, the four fadlions in, defcribed,

iv. 60. Conftantinople, and the Eaflern empire,
dillradled by thefe iaflions, 61.

Cities in the Roman empire enumerated, i. ;8.—— , Commercial, of Italy, rife, and government
of, V. 160.

Citizens of Rome, motive of Caracalla for extending

the priiileges of, to all the free inhabitants of
the empire, i. 193. 202. Political tendency of
this grant, 203.

City, the birth <,f a new one, how celebrated by
the Romans, ii. 11. note

Ci'viiians of Rome, origin of the profeflion, and
the three periods in the hiftory of, iv. 348.

Ci-vilis, the Batavian, his fuccefsful revolt againft

the Romans, i. 2S3.
Claudian the poet, and panegyrift of Stilicho, his

works fupply the deficiencies of hiftory, iii. 114.

Celebrates the murder of Rufinus, 120. His death

and charaiter, 187, His charailer of the eunuch
Euiropius, 286.

Claudius, emperor, chofen by the Pretorian guards,

without the concurrence of the fenate, i. 88.

Claudius, emperor, fucceflbr to Gallienus, his cha-

ra£ler and elevation to the throne, i. 345.
Cleander, minifter of the emperor Commodus, his

hiftory, i. no.
Clemens, Flavius, and his wife Domitilla, why dif-

tinguiihed as Chriilian martyrs, i. 645.
Clement III. pope, and the emperor Henry III.

mutually confirm each other's fovereign charafters,

V. 622.

Clement V. pope, transfers the holy fee from Rome
to Avignon, vi. 556.

Clergy, when firft diftinguifhed from the laity,

i. 590. ii. 212.

, The ranks and numbers of, how multi-

plied, ii. 218. Their property, 219. Their
offences only cognifable by their own order, 223.

Valentinian's edift to reftrain the avarice of,

510.
Clodion, the firft of the Merovingian race of kings

of the Franks in Gaul, his reign, iii. 401.

Clodius Albiuus, governor of Britain, his fteady fide-

lity during the revolutions at Rome, i. 133. De-
clares himlelf againft Julianus, 13;.

Clotilda, niece of the king of Burgundy, is married

to Clevis king of the Franks, and converts her

Pagan huiband, iii, 565. Exhorts her hufband
to the Gothic war, 574,

Clevis, king of the Franks, his defcent, and reign,

'"•559•,.
Clwverius, his account of the objefls of adoration

among the ancient Germans, i. 278. noti.

Cochii.eal, importance of the difcovery of, in the art

of dying, iv. 71. noie.

CoaV of Juftifiian, how formed, iv. 359. New edi-

tion of, 365.
Codicils, how far admitted by the Roman law re-

fpeiling teilaments, iv. 392.J
4P

CccHolites, in monkilh hiftory, defcribed, iii. J25.
Coinage, how regulated by the Roman emperors,

*' 536•
Colchos, the modern Mingrelia, defcribed, iv. 250.

Manners of the natives, 252. Revolt of, from

the Romans to the Perfians, and repentance, 258.

Colchian war, in confequence, 261.

Coli/eum, of the emperor Titus, obfervations on,

vi. 63;. Exhibition of a bull feaft in, 637.
Collyridiait \\crtacs, an account of, v. 203.
Colonies, Roman, how planted, i. 43.
Colonna, hiftory of the Roman family of, vi. 562.

Ci/o^ii of Rhodes, fome account of, v. 331.
Cii/«OT«i of Hercules, their fituation, i. 32.

Comana, the rich temple of, fuppreifed, and the

revenues confifcated, ly the emperors of the Eaft^,

ii. 56.

Combat, judicial, origin of, in the Salic laws,

iii. 589. The laws of, according to the aflizeof

Jerufalem, vi. 68, Apology for the pradice of,

229. note. '

Comets, account of thofe which appeared in the

reign of Juftinian, iv. 322.
Commentiolus, his difgraceful warfare againft the

Avars, iv. 4^7.
Commodus, emperor, his education, charailer, and

reign, i. 103.

Comneni, origin of the family of, on the throne of

Conftantinople, v. 57. Its extinftion, vi. 511.

Conception, immaculate, of the Virgin Mary, the

doilrine of, from whence derived, v. 206.

Concubine, according to the Roman civil law, ex-

plained, iv. 382.

Conflagration, general, ideas of the primitive Chrif-

tians, concerning, i. 564.

Conquefl, the vanity of, not fo juftifiable as the

defire of fpoil, ii. 530. Is r;ither atchieved by
art, than perfonal valour, iii. 35S.

Conrad \l\. emperor, engages in the fecond crufade,

vi. 75. His difallrous expedition, 80.

Conrad of Montferrat, defends Tyre againft Saladin,

vi-. 100. Is airaflinated, 104.

Conflance, treaty of, v. 161.

Conflans, the third fon of Conftantine the Great, is

fent to govern the weftern provinces of the em-
pire, ii. 88. Divifion of the empire among him
and his brothers, on the death of their father,

100. Is invaded by his brother Conftantine, no.
Is killed, on the ufurpation of Mignentius, iiz.

Efpoufed thecaufeofAthanafius againfthis brother

Conftantius, 277.
Conflans \l. emperor of Conftantinople, v. 10.

Conflantia, princefs, grand-daughter of Conftantine

the Great, is carried by her mother to the camp
of the ufurper Procopius, ii. 413^. narrowly

efcapes falling into the hands oftheQuadi, 554.
Marries the emperor Gratian, 5^8.

Conflantma, daughter of Conftaiuine the Great, and

widow of Hannibalianus, places the diadem on
the head of the general Vetranio, ii. 113. is

married
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married to Gallus, 129. Her charafler, 130.

Dies, 134.
Confiantina, widow of the Eaftern emperor Maurice,

the cruel fate of, and her daughters, iv. 496.

Conflantine the Great, the feveral opinions as to

the place of his birth, i. 480. His hiilory, 481.

He is faluted emperor by the Britiih legions on

the death of his father, 483. Marries Faufta,

the daughter of Maximian, 489. Puts Maximian
to death, 491;. General review of his admini-

ftration in Gaul, 498. Undertakes to deliver

Rome from the tyranny of Maxentius, 502. De-
feats Maxentius, and enters Rome, 510. His

alliance with Licinius, 514 Defeats Licinius,

520. c,22. Peace concluded with Licinius, 523.
Hislaws, 524. Chaftifes the Goths, 526. Second

civil war with Licinius, 528.
"—— , Motives which induced him to make Byzan-

tium the capital of his empire, ii. 3. Declares

his determination to fpring from divine command,
II. Defpoils other cities of their ornaments to

decorate his new capital, 15. Ceremony of de-

dicating his new city, 22. Form of civil and

military adminiftration ellablifhed there, 23. Se-

parates the civil from the military adminiftration,

- 43. Corrupted military difcipline, 44. His
charailer, 74. Account of his family, 78. His

jealoufy of his fon Crifpus, 81. Myfterious

deaths of Crifpus and Licinius, 83. His repent-

ance and ails of atonement inquired into, 84.

His fons and nephews, 86. Sends them to fuper-

intend the feveral provinces of the empire, 88.

Afiills the Sarmatians, and provokes the Goths,

qi. Reduces the Goths to peace, 94 His death,

q6. Attempt to afcertain the date of his con-

verfion to Chrillianity, 180. His Pagan fuper-

fiition, 182. Protects the Chriftians in Gaul,

183. Pubiifhes the edi£l of Milan, 184. Motives

which recommended the Chriuians to his favour,

-6. Exliorts his fubjefls to embrace the Clirif-

tian piofeffion, 190. His famous ftandard the

Labarum defcribed, 194. His celebrated viiinn

previous to his battle with Maxentius, 196. Story

of the miraculous crofs in the air, 199. His con-
verfion accounted for, from natural and probable

caufes, 201. His theological difcourfes, 20',.

His devotion and privileges, 204, Tlie delay of
his baptifm accounted for, 2 . Is commemo-
lated as a faint by the Greeks, 207. His ediA
againft heretics, 231. Favours the caufe of Cre-

cilian againft Donatus, 235. His fenfible letter

to the biihop of Alexandria, 260. How prevailed

on to ratify the Nicene creed, 261. His levity

in religion, 263. Granted a toleration to his

PaE;an fubjcQs, 305. His reform of Pagan abufes,

306. Was a.Tociated with the Heathen Deities

after his death, by a decree of the fenate, 30•^.

His difcovery of the holy fepakhre, 383.
' , Publication of his liitiiious donation to the

biihops of Rome, v. j ,^. Fabulous interdidion

of marriage with ftrangers, afcribed to him, 491»
Coiifiantine W. the fon of Conftantine the Great, is

fent to prefiiie over Gaul, ii. 88. Divifion of
the empire among him and his brothers, on the

death of their father, 100. Invades his brother

Conftans, and is killed, 110.

Confiantine Wi. emperor of Conftantinople, v. 8.

Confiantine IV. Pogonatus, emperor of Conftanti-

nople, v. 12.

Cnnflanlitie V. Copronymus, emperor of Conftan-

tinople, V. 21. Fates of his five fons, 23. Re-
volt of Artavafdes, and troubles on account of

image worlhip, loi. Abolilhes the monkilli

or(ier, 102.

Ccnjlantine VI. emper-or of Conftantinople, v. 24.

Confianthte V'li. Porphyrogenitus, emperor of Con-
ftantinople, V. 4:;. His cautions againft difco-

vering the fecret of the Greek fire, 40;. Account
of his works, 464. Their imperfeilions pointed

out, 466. His account of the ceremonies of the

B)zantine court, 490. Juftifies the marriage of
his Ton with the princcfs Bertha of France, 492.

Coiifiantive VI. emperor of Conftantinople, v. 46.
CcaJlantJnsiyi. emperor of Conftantinople, y. 52.

Conjlantine X. Monomaclius, emperor of Conltani

tinople, v. 56.

Conflantine XI. Ducas, emperor of Conftantinople,.

6o.

Conflantine Palsologus, the laft of the Greek em-
perors, his reign, vi. 4,9.

Conflantine Syl-vaims, founder of the Paulicians, his

death, v. 526.

Conflantine, a private foldicr in Britain, elefted em-
peror, for the fake of his name, iii. 174. He le-

duces Gaul and Spain, 175. 2j8. His redudion
and death, 2:9.

Conflantijie, general under BeUfarius in Italy, his

death, iv. iqj.

Conflcntinopk, its fituation defcribed, with the mo-
tives which induced Conftr.ntine the Great to

m;!k3 this city the capital of his empire, ii. 3.

Its local advantages, 9. Its exDent,. vi. Pro-

grefs of the work, 14. Principal edifices, 15.

How furniftied with inhabitants, 1 8. Privileges

granted to it, 20. Its dedication, 21. Review
of the new form of civil and military adminiftra-

tion eftabliftied there, 23. Is allotted to Con-
ftantine the Younger, in the divifion of the em-
pire, on tile emperor's death, lOO. Violent

contefts there bctwe. the rival biihops, Paul and
Maccdonius, 296, Bloody engagement between
the Athanafians and Arians on the removal of
the body of Conftantine, 193. Triumphant entry

of the emperor Julian, 336. The fenate of, al-

lowed the fame powers and honours as that at

Rome, 350. Arrival of Valens, as emperor cf
the Eaft, 489. Revolt of Procopius, .^91.

, Continued the principal feat of the Arian
herefy, during the reigns of Conftantiiis and
Valens, iii. 13. Is purged from Arianilin by

the
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the emperor Theodofius, 17. Council of, 20.

Is enriched by the bodies of faints and martyrs^

95. Infurreflion againil Gainas and his Arian
Goihs, 298. Perfecution of the archhifhop, St.

Chryfollom, 305, Popular tumults on his ac-

count, 506. Earthqiialve there, 366.— , The city and eaftern empire dillrafted by the

failicns of the circus, iv. 61. Foundation of the

church of St Sophia, 91. Other churches erefled

there by Juftinian, 96. Triumph of Belifarius

over the Vandals, ij2. The walls of, injured

by an earthquake, 31;. State of the armies,

under the emperor Maurice, 488. The armies
and city revolt againft him, 491. Deliverance of
the city from the Perfians and Avars, 519. Re-
ligious war about the Trifagion, 575.

•
, Profpeftus of the remaining hiftory of the

Eaftern empiie, v. 1. Summary review of the

five dyiiailies of the Greek empire, 85. Tumults
in the city to oppole the dellruilion of images,

100. Aboliiion of the monkilh order by Con-
ftantine, 102. Firft fiege of, by the Saracens,

393. Second fiege by the Saracens, 397. Re-
view of the provinces of the Greek empire, in the

tenth century, 468. Riches of the city of Con-
jiantinople, 478. The imperial palace of, .180.

Officers of ftate, 4S5. Military charader of the

Greeks, 500. The name and charafter of Ro-
mans, fupported to the laft, 510. Decline, and
revival of literature, 511. The city menaced by
the Turks, 556. Account of the Varangians,

561. Naval expeditions of the Ruffians againll

the city, 566.

, Origin of the fepacation of the Greek and Latin
churches, vi. 121. MalTacreof the Latins, 129. in-

vafion of the Greek empire, and conquell of Con-
ftantinopleby the crufaders, 149. The city taken,

and Ifaac Angelus rellored, 157, Part of the city

burned by the Latins, 159. Second fiege of the

city by the Latins, 162. Is pillaged, 165. Ac-
count of the ftatues deliroyed, 171. Partition

of the Greek empire by the French and Venetians,

174. The Greeks rile againll their Latin con-

querors, 185. The city retaken by the Greeks,

204. The fuburb of.Galata, ailigned to the

Genoefe, 280. Hoftilities between the Genoefe
and the emperor, 2S3. How the city efcaped the

Moguls, 30S. Is belieged by the fultan Amu-
rath 11. 371. Is compared with Rome, 434. Is

befieged by Mahomet II. fultan of the Turks,
47-. Is ftormed and taken, 500. Becomes the

capital of the Turkilh empire, i;o8.

Ccnfianiius Chlorus, governor of Dalmatia, was in-

tended to be adopted by the emperor Carus, in

the room of his vicious fon Carinus, i. 414. Is

aflbciated as Cxfar by Diocletian in his admini-
ftration, 427. Afiumes the title of Auguilus, on
the abdication of Diocletian, 476. His death,

482. Granted a toleration to the Chrillians, 691.
Cciijlaiiiius, the fecond fon of Conftantine the Great,

9

his education, ii. 87. Is fent to govern the Eafl-

crn provinces of the empire, 88. Seizes Con-
ftantinople on the death of his father, 98. Con-
fpires the deaths of his kinfmen, 99. Diviilon

of the empire among hirfi and his brothers, 100.

Reftores Chnl'roes king of Armenia, 104. Battle

of Singara with Sapor king of Teifia, 105. Re-
jeils tlie offers of Magnentius and Vetranio, on
the plea of a vifion, 114. His, oration to the

Illyrian troops at the interview with Vetranio,

116. Defeats Magnentius at the battle of Mur-
fa, 120. His councils governed by eunuchs,

126, Education of his coufins Gallus and lu-

lian, 128. Dilgrace and death of Gallus, 134.
Sends for Julian to court, 139. Invells him with

the title of Ca;far, 141. Vifits Rome, 144.
Prefents an obeliflc to that city, 146. The Qua-
dian and Sarmatian wars, 147. His Perliaa

negociations, 150. Mifmanagement of affairs

in the Eall, i;8. Favours the Arians, 264.

His religious charadler by Ammianus the hilto--

rian, 266. His reftlefs endeavours to ellabliili an
uniformity of Chrillian doalrine, 2O7. Athana-
fius driven into exile by the council of Antioch,

27;. Is intimidated by his brother Conllans,

and invites Athanalius back again, 278. His
fevere treatment, of thofe bilhops who refufed to

concur in depofing Athanafius, 282. His fcru-

pulous orthodoxy, 284. His cautious conduft in

expelling Athanafius from Alexandria, 285. His
flrenuous clibrts to feize his perfon, 288. Atha-

nafius writes invedlives to expofe his charaiter,

291. Is conllrained to reftore Liberius bifhop of

Rome, 295. Supports Macedonius, bifhop of

Conllantinople, and countenances his perfecutions

of the Catholics and Novatians, 299. His con-

duft toward his Pagan fuhjeils, 307. Envies the

fame of Julian, 312. Rocals the legions from

Giaul, 313. Negociations between him and [u-

lian, 324. His preparations to oppofe Julian,

333. His death and charailer, 335.
CcriOantius, general, relieves the Britilli emperor

Conlhniine when befieged in Aries, iii. 259.
His charader and victories, 260. His marriage

with Placidia, and death, 327.

Conflantius, fecretary to Attila king of the Huns,

his matrimonial negociation at the court of Con-
flantinople, iii. 376.

Coiiful, the office of, explained, i. 79. Alterations

this otlice underwent under the emperors, and

w!:in Conftantinople b'.-came the feat of empire,
' ii. 26. The office of, fuppreiled by the emperor

Juftinian, iv. 119. Is now iunk to a commercial

agent, vi. 535.
Conitncis, the Roman laws refpeffing, iv. 395.

Copls of Egypt, brief hillary of, iv. 610.

Corinth, reviving as a Roman colony, celebrates

the Iflhmian games, under the emperor Julian,

ii. 349. The illhmus of, fortified by the em-
peror Juftinian, iv. 101.

Cii--.'iiiu-s,
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Corvirrus, Mattliias, king of Hungary, his cha-

radler, vi. 453•
Ccrniual, redudlion of, by the Saxons, iii. 617.
Coronary gold, nature of thofe offerings to the Ro-
man emperors, ii. 71.

Co/mas Indicopleudes, account of his Chriilian to-

pography, iv. 75. note 596. note.

Co/mo of Medicis, his charafter, vi. 430.
Councils and fynods of

Antioch, ii. 275.
Aries, ii. 280.

Bafil, vi. 399.
Carthage, iii. 539. iv. 147.

Chalcedon, iii. 306. iv. 566.

Clermont, vi. 6.

Conllance, vi. 394. 398. 605.

Conllantinople, iii. 20. iv. 584. 58S. v. 98.

vi. 125.

Ephefus, iv. 554. 564.
Ferrara, vi. 406.

Florence, vi. 407.
Frankfort, v. 131.

Lyons, iii. 570. vi. 198. 240,

Milan, ii. 280.

Nice, ii. 250. v. 129.

Pifa, vi. 398. 604.

Placeniia, vi. 4.

Rimini, ii. 259.

Sardica, ii. 276.

Toledo, iii. 551. 553. 609.

Tyre, ii. 272.
Count, great difference between the ancient and

modern application of this title, ii. 43. By
whom firft invented, 44. Of the facred largeffes,

under Conftantine the Great, his office, 55. Of
the domeftics in the Eaftern empire, his office, 57.

Courtenay, hillory of the family of, vi. 211.

Crefcentius, conful of Romt, his viciffitudes, and

difgraceful death, v. 158.

Crete, the i(le of, fubdiied by the Saracens, v. 436.

Is recovered by Nicephorus Phocas, 458. Is pur-

chafed by the Venetians, vi. 178.

Crime:, how dillinguiihed by the penal laws of the

Romans, iv. 406.

Crifpus, fon of Conflantine the Great, is declared

Ca;far, i. 523. Dillinguilhes his valour againft

the Franks and Alemanni, 526. Forces the paf-

flge of the Hellefpont, and defeats the fleet of

Licinius, 531. His charailer, ii. 79. His my-
Iterious death, 83.

Crijpus, the Patrician, marries the daughter of

Phocas, and contributes to depofe him, iv. 497.
Is obliged to turn monk, 499.

Croatia, account of the kingdom of, v. 544.

Cro/s, the different fentiments entertained of this

inftrument of puniihment, by the Pagan and

Chriili-in Romans, ii. 193. The famous ftand-

ard of, in the army of Conftantine the Great de-

fcribed, ig+. His vifions of, 196. 199. The
holy fepulchre and crols of Chrift difcovered, 384.

The crofs of Chrift undiminifhed by diilribution

to pilgrims, 385.
Cro<wn of thorns, its transfer from Conftantinople

to Paris, vi. 200.

Crcwns, mural and obfidional, the diftinilion be-

tween, ii. 440. note.

Cru/ade, the firll relolved on at the council of Cler-

mont, vi. 8. Enquiry into the juftice of• the

holy war, 9. Examination into the private mo-
tives of the crufaders, 14. Departure of the

crufaders, 17. Account of the chiefs, zi.

Their march to Conftantinople, 29. Review of

their numbers, 38. They take Nice, 41. Battle

of Dorylsum, 42. They take Antioch, 46.

Their diftreffes, 49. Are relieved by the difco-

very of the holy lance, 52. Siege and conqueft

of Jerufalem, 57. Godfrey of Bouillon chofen

king of Jerualem, 61. The fecond crufade, 75.
The crufaders ill treated by the Greek emperors,

78. The third crufade, 100. Siege of Acre,
102. Fourth and fifth crufades, 109. Sixth cru-

fade, 113. Seventh crufade, 116. Recapitula-

tion of the fourth crufade. 141. General con-
fequences of the crufades, 206.

Ctefifhon, the city of, plundered by the Romans,
i. 251. Its fituation defcribed, ii. 441. Julian

declines the fiege of that city, 446. Is facked by
the Saracens, v. 287.

Cublai, emperor of China, his charafler, vi. 306.
Curopalata, his office under the Greek emperors,

v. 485.
Cufioms, duties of, impofed by Auguftus, i. 197.
Cycle of indiftions, the origin of, traced, and how
now employed, ii. 62. note.

Cyprian, biftiop of Carthage, his hiftory and mar-
tyrdom, i. 654.

Cyprus, the kingdom of, beftovved on the houfe of

Lufignan, by Richard I. of England, vi. 131.

Cyrene, the Greek colonies there hiially extermi-

nated by Chofroes II. king of Perfia, iv. 503.
Cyriades, an obfcure fugitive, is fet up by Sapor

the Perfian monarch, as emperor of Rome,
i. 328.

.

Cyril, biihop of Jerufalem, his pompous relation of

the miraculous appearance of a celeftial crofs,

ii. 265. His ambiguous charafler, 385.

Cyril, patriarch of Alexandria, his life and cha-

rader, iv. 545. Condemns the herefy of Nefto-

rius, 553. Procures the decifion of the council of

Ephelus againft Neftorius, 555. His court in-

trigues, 559.
Cyzicus, how it efcaped deftru£lion from the Goths,

i. 321. Is at length ruined by them, 3.. The
ifland and city of, feized by the uiurper Pro-

copius, ii. 492.

D
Dacia, conqueft of, by the emperor Trajan, i. 6.

Its fituation, 28. Is over-run by the Goths, 29S.

is refigned to them by Aurelian, 356.

3 Damons,
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Bamonr, fuppofed to be the authors and objefts of

Pagan idolatry, by the primitive Chriltians,

i. 552.

Dagifieus, general of the emperor Juftinian, be-

fieges Petra, iv. 259. Commands the Huns in

Italy under Narfes, 300.
Dairr.iert, archbifhop of Pifa, inftalled patriarch of

(erufalem, vi. 6j,

Z)a/«fl//iz defcribed, i. 28. Produceof a filver mine
there, 196. note,

Dalmatius, nephew of Conftantine the Great, is

created CKfar, ii. 87. Is fent to govern the

Gothic frontier, 88. Is cruelly deftroyed by Con-
ftanties, 99.

Damafcus, Cege of, by the Saracens, v. 300. The
city reduced both by ftorm and by treaty, 307.
Remarks on Hughes's tragedy of this fiege, 310.

note. Taken and deftroyed by Tamerlane,

vi. 347.
Dainafus, bifhop of Rome, edid of Valentinian ad-

drefled to him, to reftrain the crafty avarice of the

Roman clergy, ii. 510. His bloody contell with

Urfinus for the epifcopal dignity, 513.

Dames, the Arab, his gallant enterprife againft the

callle of Aleppo, v. 324.

Damietta, is taken by Louis IX. of France, vi. 115.

Damcphilus, archbifhop of Conftantinople, refigns

his fee, rather than fubfcribe the Nicene creed,

iii. 17.

Oandalo, Henry, doge of Venice, his charafter,

vi. 139. Is made defpot of Romania, 177.

Daniel, firft bilhop of Winchefter, his inftruilions to

St. Boniface, for the converfion of infidels,

iii. 531.
Danielis, a Grecian matron, her prefents to the em-

peror Bafil, V. 475. Her vifit to him at Con-
ftantinople, 482. Her teftament, 483.

Danube, courfe of the river, and the provinces of,

defcribed, i. 26.

Daphne, the facred grove and temple of, at An-
tinch, defcribed, ii. 396. Is convened to

Chriftian purpofes by Gallus, and refiored to

the Pagans by Julian, 399. The temple burned,

400.
Dara, the fortification of, by Juftinian, defcribed,

iv. 109. The demolition of, by the Perfians,

prevented by peace, 241. Is taken by Chofroes

king of Perfia, 466
Darius, his fcheme for conneding the continents of

Europe and Afia, ii. 5.

Darknifs, prxternatural, at the time of the paffion,

is unnoticed by the heathen philofophers and
hiftorians, i. 618.

Daflagard, the Perfian royal feat of, plundered by
the emperor Heraclius, iv. 524.

Datianus, governor of Spain, yields ready obedience

to the Imperial edidts againft the Chriftians,

i. 691.
Datiits, biihop of Milan, inftigates the revolt of the

Liguriani to Juftinian, iv. 190. Efcapes to Con-

ftantinople on the taking of Milan by the Bur-
gundians, 196.

Debtors, infolvent, cruel puniihment of, by the law
of the twelve tables, iv. 401.

Decemvirs, review of the laws of their twelve
tables, iv. 335. Thefe laws fuperfeded by the per-
petual edift, 349. Severity of, 399.

Decius, his exaltation to the empire, i. 290. Was
a perfecutor of the Chriftians, 67 1

.

Decurions, in the Roman empire, are fevcrely treated

by the Imperial laws, ii. 63.
Deification of the Roman emperors, how this fpecics

of idolatry was introduced, i. 84.
Delators, are encouraged by the emperor Commodus,

to gratify his hatred of the fenate, i, 107. Are
fupprefled by Pertinax, 123.

Delphi, the facred ornaments of the temple of, re-

moved to Conftantinople by Conftantine tho•

Great, ii. 16. note.

Democracy, a form of government unfavourable to
freedom in a large ftate. i. 41.

Demofihenes, governor of Caefarea, his gallant de-
fence againft, and heroic efcape from. Sapor king•

of Perfia, i. 329.
Deogratias, biihop of Carthage, humanely fuc-

cours the captives brought from Rome by Gen-
ferjc king of the Vandals, iii. 442.

Derar the Saracen, his charafler, v. 303.
Defiderius, the laft king of the Lombards, con-

quered by Charlemagne, v. 118.

Defpot, nature of that title in the Greek empire,
V. 485.

Z)o^e///»/ oiiginates in fuperftition, i. 272. note.

Diadem alTumed by Diocletian, what, i. 462.
Diamonds, the art of cutting them, unknown to the

ancients, i. 198. note.

Didius Julianus, purchafes the imperial dignity at

a public audlion, i. 131.

Dioce/es of the Roman empire, their number and
government, ii. 36.

Diocletian, the manner of his military eleftion to the

empire, i 421. his birth and charafter, 423.
Takes Maximian for his colleague, 425. Affo-

ciates as Cxfars, Galerius, and Conftantius

Chlorus, 427. His triumph in conjundlion with

Maximian, 455, Fixes his court at the city of

Nicomedia, 457. Abdicates the empire, 465.

Parallel between him and the emperor Charles V»
466. PalTes his life in retirement at Salona, 468.

His impartial behaviour toward the Chriftians,

676. Caufes that produced the perfecution of the

Chriftians under his reign, 677.
Dion Caffius the hiftorian, fcreened from the fury of

the foldiers, by the emperor Alexander Severus>

i. 189.

Dicfcorus, patriarch of Alexandria, his outrageous

behavioural the fecond council of Ephefus,iv. 564.

Is depofed by the council of Chalcedon, 568.

Dijabul, great khan of the Turks, his reception of

the ambafladors of Juftinian,. iv. 231.
Dlvoriff
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Divorce, the liberty and abufe of, by the Roman

laws, iv. 377. Limitations of, 379.
Docetes, their peculiar tenets, ii. 2 . iv. 537.

Derivation of their name, ii. 242. nole.

Dominic, St. Loricatus, his fortitude in flagellaiion,

vi. 1 3.

Dominus, when this epithet was applied to the Ro-
man emperors, i. 460.

Domitian, emperor, his treatment of his kinfmen

Flavius Sabinus, and Flavius Clemens, i. 644.

Domitian, the Oriental prefeft, is fent by the em-

peror Conllantius, to reform the ftate of the Eaft,

then opprefl'ed by Gallus, ii. 132. Is put to

death there, 133.

Donatus, his conteft with Cascilian for the fee of

Carthage, ii. 234. Hiftory of the fchifm of the

Donatifts, 235, 300. Perfecution of the Dona-
tifts by the emperor Honorius, iii. 3;8.

Doryltum, battle of, between fukan Soliman and

the firil: crufaders, vi. 43.
Doxology, how introduced in the church-fervlce,

and how perverted, ii. 293.

Dramatic repreicntations at Rome, a charafter of,

iii. 216.

Dreams, the popular opinion of the preternatural

origin of, favourable to that of Conl'iantine pre-

vious to his battle with Maxentius, ii. 197.

Dromedary, extraordinary I'peed of this animal,

i. 372. note.

Dromones of the Greek empire, defcribed, v. 498.
Druids, their power in Gaul fuppreiTed by the em-

perors Tiberius and Claudius, i. 39.

Dru/es of mount Libanus, a charadler of, v. 6S0.

note,

Duke, derivation of that title, and great change in

the modern, from the ancient application of it,

ii- 43.
Durazzo, fiege of, by Robert Guifcard, v. 612.

Battle of, between him and the Greek emperor
Alexius, 6i5.

Earthquake, an extraordinary one over great part of

the Roman empire, ii. 561. Account of thofe

that happened in the reign of Juflinian, iv. 326.
India, the Roman commercial intercourfe with

that region, i. 66. Commodities of, taxed by
Alexander Severus, 198.

Ebionites, account of that feft, i. 546.—— , A confutation of their errors, fuppofed by the

primitive fathers, to be a particular object in the

writings of St. John the Evangelift, ii. 240.

, Their ideas of the perfon of Jefus Chrilt,

•533•
Ecclefiafles, the book of, why not likely to be the

produdlion of king Solomon, iv. 153. ntte.

Ecckfiajiical zx\ii civil powers, diftinguiihed, by the

fathers of the Chriftian church, ii. 212.

Ecdicius, fon of the emperor Avitus, his gallant

condud in Gaul, iii. 482.

EQhefis of the emperor Heraclius, iv. 587.
Edda, of Iceland, the fyftem of mythology in,

i. 293.
Edecon, is fent from Attila king of the Huns, as

his ambaflador to the emperor Theodofius the

Younger, iii. 377. Engages in a propofal to

aflaiTinate Attila, 387. His fon OJoacer, the

firfi Barbarian king of Italy, 494.
Edejfa, the pureii dialed of the Syriac language

fpokcn there, i. 251. note. The property of the

Chrillians there, confifcated by the emperor Ju-
lian, for the difoiderly conduft of the Arians,

ii. 404. Revolt of thi Roman troops there, iv.4-9.

Account of the fchool of, 594 Hillory of the

famous image there, v. 93. The city and prin-

cipality of, feized by Baldwin the Crufader,

vi. 45. Is retaken by Zenghi, 87. The counts

of, 212.

Edia of Milan, publilhed by Conftantine the Great,
ii. 284.

Edicts of the prastors of Rome, under the republic,

their nature and tendency, iv. 341.
Edom, why that name was applied to the Romaa

empire by the Jews, i. 624. note—

Edrijltes, the Saracen dynally of, v. 453.
Ed-ward I. of England, his crufade to the Holjr

Land, vi. 1 18.

Egidius, his charadler, and revolt in Gaul, iii. 466.
His fon Syagrius, 561.

Egypt, general defcription of, i. 31. The fuper-

llitions of, with difficulty tolerated at Rome, 39.
Amount of its revenues, 195. Public works ex-

cuted there by Probus, 406. Condufl of Die-
clefian there, 439• Progrefs of Chriftianity there,

607.
•^—

, Edid of the emperor Valens, to rellrain the

number of reclufe monks there, ii. 510.— . The worlhip of Serapis how introduced there,

iii. 82. This temple, and the Alexandrian li-

brary dellroyed by biihop Theophilus, 84. Origia
of monkilh inftitutions in, 507.—— , Great fupplies of wheat furniflied by, for the

city of Conllantinople, in the time of Juftinian,

iv. 70. Ecclefnllical hiftory of, 610.

, Reduced by the Saracens, v. 333. Capture
of Alexandria, 339. Adminiilration of, 345.
Defcription of, by Amrou, 346.— , The Egyptians take Jerufalem from the

Turks, vi. 55. Egypt conquered by the Turks,

89. Government of the Mamalukes there,

•7•
.

Elagabalus, is declared emperor by the troops at

Eniefa, i. 174. Was the firft Roman who wore
garments of pure filk, iv. 73. .

Elephants, enquiry into the numbers of, brought
into the field by the ancient princes of the Eaft,

i. 25^. note. With what view introduced in the

circus at Rome in the firft Punic war, 417.
Eleufinian myfteries, why toleiated by the emperor

Valentinian, ii. 505.
, Elixabeth,
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Elrxabeth, queen of England, the political ufc ihc

made of the national pulpits, ii. 227. note.

Emigration of the ancient northern nations, the na-

ture and motives of, examined, i. 271.
Emperors cf Rome, a review of their conftitutions,

iv. 3 ±3. Their legiilacive power, 344. Their
refcripts, 345.

, Of Germany, their limited powers, v. 162.

Of Conllantinople, their pomp and luxury, 479.
Officers of the palace, ftate, and army, 485.
Adoration of the emperor, mode of, 487. Their
public appearance, 4S9. Their defpotic power,

49;. Their navy, 497. They retain the name
of Romans to the laft, 510.

Empire, Roman, divifion of, into the and! ^'
empires by Valentinian, ii. 4S9. Extinftion of
the Weftern empire, iii. 494.

Encampment, Roman, defcribed, i. 19.

Ennodius, the fervile flatterer of Thcudoric the Of-
trogoth king of Italy, is made biihop of Pavia,

iv. 13. note.

Efagathia, leader of the mutinous prstorians, who
murdered their prsefedt Ulpian, puniflied by the

emperor Alexander Severus, i. 189.

Ephefus, the famous temple of Diana at, deftroyed

by the Goths, i. 324. Council of, iv. 554.
Epifcopal riots there, 557.

Epicurus, his legacy to his philofophical difciples at

Athens, iv. 1 15.

Epirus, defpots of, on the difmemberment of the

Greek empire, vi. 183.

Ejuitius, mailer general of the Illyrian frontier, is

defeated by the Sarmatians, ii. 555.
Era/mus, his merit as a reformer, v. 539.
EJJinians, their diftinguiihing lenets and prailices,

i. 606.

Eucharifi a knotty fubjeft to the £ril reformers,

V. 536.
Eudes, duke cf Aquitain, repels the firil Saracen

invafion of France, v. 406. Implores the aid

of Charles Mattel, 409. Recovers his dukedom,
412.

Eudocia, her birth, charafter, and marriage, with
the emperor Theodofius the Younger, iii. 318.
Her difgrace and death, 321.

Eudoxia, her marriage with the emperor Arcadius,

iii. 112. Stimulates him to give up his favourite

Eutropius, 295. Perfecutes St. Chryfoflom, 305.
Her death and charadler, 310.

Eudoxia, the daughter of Theodofius the Younger,
is betrothed to the young emperor Valenti-
nian III. of the Weft, iii. 331. Her charailer,

431. Is married to the emperor Maximus, 438.
Invites Genferic king of the Vandals to Italy,

439• , .„
Eudoxus, bifliop of Conftantinople, baptifes the em-

peror Valens, ii. 506.

Eugenius the Rhetorician is made e.Tiperor of the

Well by Arbogailes the Frank, iii. 59. Is de-

feated and killed by Theodofius, 64.
'
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Eiigniius, IV. pope, his contcft with the council of
Haul, vi, 399. Procures a re-union of the Latin
and Greek churches, 412. Forms a league
ag.ynil the Turks, 443. Revolt of the Romaa
citizens againft him, 607.

Eumcnius the Orator, fome account of, i. 474. note,

Eunnpius the Sophill, his charailer of monks, and
of the objefts of their worfhip, iii. 93.

Eunomlans, puniihmeHt of, by the edidl of the em-
peror Theodofius againll heretics, iii. 25.

Eunuchs, enumerated in the lift of Eaftern commo-
dities imported and taxed in the time of Alex-
ander Severus, i. 198. They infeft the palace of
the third Gordian, 231.—-, Their afcendency in the court of Conftan-
tius, ii. 126. Why they favoured the Arians,
264. note. Procure the banifliment of Liberius
bifttop of Rome, 294.

, A confpiracy of, difappoint the fchemes of
Rufinus, and marry the emperor Arcadius to

Eudoxia, iii. 112. They diftradl the court of
the em^;ror Honorius, 228. And govern that of
Arcadius, 284. Scheme of Chryfaphius to aflaf-

finate Attila king of the Huns, 387.—— , The bifliop of Seez and his whole chapter
caftrated, vi. 525. note.

Euric, king of the Vifigoths in Gaul, his conquefts
in Spain, iii 481. Is vefted with all the Roman
conquefts beyond the Alps by Odoacer king of
Italy, 558.

Europe, evidences that the climate of, was much
colder in ancient than in modern times, i. 260.
This alteration accounted for, 261.

—— , Final divifion of, between the Weftern and
Eaftern empires, iii. 104. Is ravaged by Attila

king of the Huns, 365. Is now, one great re-

public, 634.
Eufebia, emprefs, wife of Conftantius, her fteady

friendfhip to Julian, ii. 137. 139. Is accufed of
arts to deprive Julian of children, 142.

Eufebitts, his charailer of the followers of Artemon,
i. 614. His own charailer, 699. His ftory of
the miraculous appearance of the crofs in the

Iky to Conftantine the Great, ii. 199.
Eutropius the Eunuch, great chamberlain to the

emperor Arcadius, concerts his marriage with
Eudoxia, in oppofition to the views of Rufinus,

iii. 1 12. Succeeds Rufinus in the emperor's con-
fidence, 121. His charadler and adminiftration,

284. Provides for his own fecurity, in a new law
againft treafon, 290. Takes fandluary with St.

Chryfoftom, 296. His death, 297.
Eutjches, his opinion on the fubjeil of the incarna-

tion fupported by the fecond council at Ephefus,

iv. 564. And adhered to by the Armenians,
608.

Euxine Sea, defcription of the vefiels ufed in navi-

gating, i. 317.
Exaltation of the crofs, origin of the annual feftival

of, iv. 529.

Q.. Exarch,
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Cennadlm, the monk, his denunciation againft a

Greek union with the Latin church, vi. \ii.

Cennerid, the Roman genera!, under the emperor
Honorius, his charafter, iii. 227.

Genoefe, their mercantile cftabliihment in the fuburb

of Pera at Conftantinople, vi. zSo. Their war
with the emperor Cantacuzenus, 2S4.

Gcnferic, king of the Vandals in Spain, his cha-

laSer, iii. 335. Goes over to Africa on the in-

vitation of count Boniface, 336. His fucceiTes

there by the affiftance of the Donatifts, 339. De-
vaftation of Africa by his troops, 341. Befieges

Boniface in Hippo Regius, 342. His treacher-

ous furprifal of Carthage, 347. Strengthens

himfelf by an alliance with Attila king of the

Huns, 363. His brutal treatment of his fon's

wife, daughter of Theodoric, 400. Raifes a

naval force, and invades Italy, 436. His fack

of Rome, 440. Deftroys the fleet of Majorian,

463. His naval depredations on Italy, 467. His
claims on the Eallern empire, 468. Deftroys

the Roman fleet under Bafilicus, 479. Was an

Arian, and perfecuted his Catholic fubjedls, 536.
Gentleman, etymology of the term, vi. 26. 7iote.

Geoponics of the emperor Conftantine Porphyroge-

nitus, account of, v. 465.
George of Cappadocia fuperfedes Athanafius in

the fee of Alexandria, ii. 287. His fcandalous

hiilory, and tragical death, 400. Becomes the

tutelar faint of England, 404.
Grpidce, their incroachments on the Eailern empire

checked by the Lombards, iv. 215. Are reduced

by them, 424.
Gtrmanus, nephew of the emperor Juftinian, his

charafter and promotion to the command of the

army fent to Italy, iv. 297. His death, 298.
Germany, the rude iiiftitutions of that country the

original principles of European laws and man-
ners, i. 259. Its ancient extent, 260. How
peopled, 263. The natives unacquainted with

letters in the time of Tacitus, 265. Had no
cities, 266. Manners of the ancient Germans,
268. Population, 270. State of liberty among
them, 271. Authority of their magiftrates, 274.
Conjugal faith and chaftity, 276. Their reli-

gion, 278. Arms and difcipline, 282. Their
feuds, 285. General idea of the German tribes,

287. Probus carries the Roman arms into Ger-
many, 399. A frontier wall built by Probus,
from the Rhine to the Danube, 401.

-^, Invafions of Gaul by the Germans, ii. i6g.

S'S•—— , State of, under the emperor Charlemagne,
V. 142. The Imperial crown efiablidied in the
name and nation of Germany, by the firft Otho,
149. Divifion of, among independent princes,

162. Formation of the Germanic conllitudon,

164. State afl'umed by the emperor, 167.
Cerontius, count, fets up Maxinius as emperor in

Spain, 9ud lofes his life in the attempt, iii, 258.

Gela and Caracalla, fons of the emperor Severus,

their fixed antipathy to each other, i. 156.

GhebersofVetiia, hiilory of, v. 383.

Gibraltar, derivation of the name of, v. 368.

Gildo the Moor, his revolt in Africa, iii. 123. His
defeat and death, 129.

Gladiators, defperate enterprize and fate of a party

of, referved for the triumph of Probus, i. 406.

The combats of, aboliflied by the emperor Ho-
norius, iii. 157.

Glycerius is firft emperor of Rome, and then biihop

of Salona, iii. 491. Murders Julius Nepos, and
is made archbifliop of Milan, 492.

Gnofics, character and account of the fedt of, i. 547.
Principal feils into which they divided, 550.
Their peculiar tenets, ii. 241. iv. 537.

Gii^i)! of Bouillon, his charafter, and engagement
in the firft crufade, vi. 22. His route to Con-
ftantinople, 29. 33. Is elefted king of Jerufa-

lem, 61. Compiles the AfTize of Jerufalem, 66.

Form of his adminiftration, 67.

Gog and Magog, the famous rampart of, defcribed,

iv. III.

Goi/vintha, wife of Leovigild, king of Spain, her

pious cruelty to the princefs Ingundis, iii. 548.
Gold of affliftion, the tax fo denominated in the

Eartern empire aboliihed by the emperor Ana-
ftatius, iv. 80.

Gulden horn, why the Bofphorus obtained this ap-

pellation in remote antiquity, ii. 6.

Gordianus, proconful of Africa, his charafter and
elevation to the empire of Rome, i. 213. His

fpn aifociated with him in the imperial dignity,

214.

Gordian, the third and youngeft, declared Cxfar,

i. 221. Is declared emperor by the army, on

the murder of Maximus and Balbinus, 230.

Gc.'/'i of Scandinavia, their origin, i. 291. Their

religion, 293. The Goths and Vandals fap-

pofed to be originally one great people, 295.

Their emigrations to Pruflia and the Ukraine,

ibid. They invade the Roman provinces, 29S.

They receive tribute from the Romans, 301;.

They fubdue the Bofphorus, 317. Plunder the

cities of Bilhynia, 320. They ravage Greece,

323. Conclude a treaty with the emperor Aure-

lian, 355. They ravage lllyricum, and are

chaftifed by Conftantine the Great, 526.

—— , Their war with the Sarmatians, :i. 92. Are
again routed by Conftantine, 93. Gothic war

under the emperors Valentinian and Valens,

548. Are defeated by the Huns, 588. They
implore the protection of the emperor Valens,

592. They are received into the empire,

594. They are oppreffed by the Roman go-

vernors of Thrace, 597. Are provoked to

hoftilities, and defeat Lupicinus, 600. They
ravage Thrace, 601. Battle of Salices, 605.

They are ftrengthened by frefh fwarms of their

countrymen, 6c6. Battle of Hadrianople, 613.

Scour
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Scour the country from Hadrianople to Conftan-
tinople, 6iS. Miflacrc of the Gothic youth
in Afia, 621. Their formidable union broken
by ihe death of Fritigcrn, 031. Death and fu-

neral of Athanaric, 632. Jnvafion and defeat

of the Ollrogoths, 633. Are fettled in Thrace
by Theodofius, 636. Their hoftile fentiments,

638.
•

, Revolt of the Goths under Honorlus, iii. 134.
They ravage Greece, under the command of

Alaric, 136. They invade Italy, 144, The
fack of Rome by, 235. Death of Alaric, 249.
Viftories of Wallia in Spain, 269. They are

fettled in Aquitain, 270. See Caul, and Theo-

doric. Conqueil of the Vifigoths in Gaul and
Spain, 48 1. How the Goths were converted to

the ChrilUan religion, 527. 550.—— , Reign of Theodoric king of the Oftrogoths,

iv. I. The Goths in Italy, extinguifhed, 313.
Gonjerninent , civil, the origin of, i. 272.
Go'vernors of provinces, under the emperors, their

great power and influence, ii. 42.

Gralian was the firll emperor who refufed the pon-
tifical robe, ii. 309. note. Marries the princefs

Conftantia, and fucceeds to the empire, 558.
Defeats the Alemanni in Gaul, 609. Invells

Theodofius with the empire of the Eaft, 623.
•—— , His charafter and condudt, iii. i. His Hight

from Maximus, and death, 7. Overthrew the

ecclefiallical eftablifhment of Paganifm, 72.
Greece, is ravaged by the Goths, i. 333. Is over-

run by Alaric the Goth, iii. 136. Is reduced by
the Turks, vi. 512.

Greek church, origin of the fchifm of, vi. 121. 412,

437-
Greek empire. See Coi^antinople.

Greeks, why averfe to the Roman language and
manners, i. 46. The Greek becomes a fcientific

language among the Romany 47. Charafler of-

the Greek language of Conilantinople, vi. 415.
When firfl: taught in Italy, 42;.

Greek learning, revival of, in Italy, vi. 417
Gregory the Great, pope, his pious prefents to Re-

cared king of Spain, iii. 551. Exhorts Theode-
linda queen of the Lombards to propagate the

Nicene faith, ibid. His enmity to the venerable
buildings and learning of Rome, iv. 454. His
birth and early profeiTion, 45. His elevation to

the pontificate, 45S. Sends a miflion to convert
the Britons, 460. Sanitifies the ufurpation of the

emperor Phocas, 494.
Gregory \\. pope, hi; epiftles to Leo III. emperor of

Conilantinople, \ . 103. Revolts againfi; the
Greek emperor, 108.

Gregory VII. pope, his ambitious fchemes, v. 155.
His conteft with the emperor Henry III. 621.
His retreat to Salerno, 623. VI. 52;.

Gregory, prjefed of Africa, hillory of him and his

daughter, V. 35 1.

Gregory Nas,ienzsii, his lamentation on the dif-

graccful difcord among Chriilians, ii. 304. Loads
the memory of the emperor Julian with inveftive,

356. Cenfures Conilantius for having fpared his

life, 368. tiote.

Gregory Nazianzen is prefented to the wretched fee

ofSafima, by his friend aichbiftiop Bafil, iii. 15.

His miiTion to Conilantinople, 16. Is placed on
the archiepifcopal throne by Theodofius, 1 8. His
refignation and charafter, 23.

Grumbates, king of the Chionitcs, attends Sapor
king of Perfia, in his invafion of Mefopotamia,
ii. 153. Lofes his fon at the fiege of Amida,
154. Returns home in grief, 157.

Guardianfliip, how veiled and exercifed, according
to the Roman civil laws, iv. 383.

Gubazes, king of Colchos, his alliance with Chof-
roei king of Perfia, iv. 258. Returns to his

former connexion with the emperor Juftinian,

259. Is treacheroufly killed, 263.
Guelphs and Ghibelines, the parties of, in Italy,

V. 162. vi. 566.

Guilt, the degrees of, in the penal laws of the

Romans, iv. 406.

Guifcard, Robert, his birth and charailer, v. 598.
Acquires the dukedom of Apulia, 601. His Ita-

lian conqueft?, 603. Befieges Durazzo, 611.

Defeats the Gieek emperor Alexius there, 616.
Engages in the caufe of pope Gregory VII. 622.

His fecond expedition to Greece, and death, 623.
Gundobald, king of the Burgundians, is reduced by

Clovis king of the Franks, iii. 571. His mode
of juilifying the judicial combat, 590.

Gunfon.f.-der, the invention and ufe of, vi. 375.
G*)> of Lufignan, king of Jerufalera, his charadler,

vi. 96. Is defeated and taken prifoner by Sala-

din, 97.
Gyarus, a fmall ifland in the Mgizn fea, an in-

ftanceofits poverty, i. 196.

Hadrian, emperor, relinquifhes the eaftern conquefis

of Trajan, i. 9. Their charailers compared, ibid.

His charader contralled with that of Antoninus

Pius, ibid. His feveral adoptions of fucceffors,

92. Founds the city of ^lia Capitolina on
mount Sion, 545.

V Reforms the laws of Rome in the perpetual

ediiSl, iv. 343.
Hadrianople, battle of, between Conftantine the

Great, and Licinius, i. 529. Is ineffeftually be-

fieged by Fritigern the Goth, ii. 602. Battle of,

between the emperor Valens and the Goths,

613.
Hckem, caliph of the Saracens, afliimes a divine

charadter to fupplant the Mahometan faith,

V. 680.

Hamadanites, the Saracen dynafty of, in Mefopota-

mia, V. 455.
Hannibal, review of the ftate of Rome when he

befieged that city, iii, 194.

Hannibalianus,
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Ilaniiiialianus, nepTiew of Conftantine the Great,

is dignified with the title of king, ii. 87. Pro-
vinces affigned to him for a kingdom, 88. Is

cruelly dellroyed by ConRantius, 99.
Hapfinefs, inftance how little it depends on power

and magnificence, v. xz\,
Harmoxan, the Perfian fatrap, his interview with

the caliph Omar, v. 291.
Harpies, in ancient mythologic hiftory, Le Clerc's

Conjeilure concerning, ii. 4. voti:.

Harun al Rafhid, caliph, his friendly correfpondence

with the emperor Charlemagne, v. 145. His
wars with the Greek empire, 431.

Haffan, the Saracen, conquers Carthage, v. ^ijg.

Hawking, the art and fport of, introduced into Italy,

by the Lombards, iv. 448.
Hegira, the sera of, how fixed, v. 22;. j.

Helena, the mother of Conllantine, her parentage

afcertained, i. 410. Was converted to Chrif-

tianity by her fon, ii. 1S2. note.

Helena, of the emperor Conftantius, married

to Julian, ii. 139. Is reported to be deprived of

children by the arts of ttie emprefs Eufebia, 142.

Her death, 324.
HeliopoUs taken by the Saracens, v. 316.

Hell, according to Mahomet, defcribed, v. 217.

Hellefpont defcribed, ii. 7.

Hehoeiia, amount of its population in the time of

Caifar, i. 270. noti.

Hengifl, his arrival in Britain, with fuccours for

Vortigern, againll the Caledonians, iii. 611.

His eftablilhraent in Kent, 612. 615.
Henoticon of the empercr Zeno, charafter of,

iv.572.

Henry ucceds his brother Baldwin as emperor of
Conftantinople, vi. 188. His charailer and ad-

miniflration, 190.

Henry III. emperor, his conteft with pope Gregory
VII. V. 621. Takes Rome, and fets up pope
Clement III. 622.

Henry VI. emperor, conquers and pillages the

ifland of Sicily, v. 642.
Henry the fowler, emperor of Germany, defeats the

Turkilh invaders, v. 557.
Heptarchy, Saxon, eftablifhment of, in Britain,

iii. 614. Review of the ilate of, 622.

Htraclian, count of Africa, retains that province in

obedience to Honorius, iii 234. His cruel ufage

of the refugees from the fack of Rome by Alaric,

243. His revolt and death, 256.

Heracleanas, emperor of Conllantinople, v. 8.

Heraclius, depoles the Eaftern ufurper Phocas, and
is chofen emperor, iv. 498. Conquefts cf Chof-
roes II. king of PerCs, 501. His dillrefsful fi-

tuation, 50. Accepts an ignominious peace

from Choi'roes, 509. His firfl expedition againll

the Perfians, 511. His fecond Perfian expedition,

514. Strengthens himfelf by an alliance with

the Turks, 521. His third Perfian expedition,

jZ2. His treaty of peace with Perfia, 528. H)$

triumph and pilgrimage to Jerufalem, 529, luj
theological inquiries, cSo.

Heraclius marries his niece Martina, v. 7. Leaves his

two fons joint fuccciTors to the empire, 8. In-

vafion of his provinces by the Saracens, 302. Flies

from Syria, 327.
Heraclius the pnefetl, his expedition againit the

Vandals in Africa, iii. 476.

Heraclius the eunuch, iniligates the emperor Va-
lentinian 111. to the murder ef the patrician

.^i'tius, iii. 429. His death, 432.

Herbelot, charaiter of his Bibliolheque Orientale

V. 283. iiote.

Hercynian foreft, the extent of, unknown in the time

of Ciefar, i. 261. note.

Herefy in religion, the origin of, traced, i, 549.
Edift of Conftantine the Gre';t, againll, ii. 232.

Hermanric king of the Ollrogoihs, his conquelU,

ii. 546. His death, 5i;o.

Hermenegild prince of Boetica, his marriage with In-

gunais princefs of Aullrana, and converfion to

the Nicene faith, iii. 548. Revolt and death,

549•
Hermits of the Eafl, their mortified courfe of life,

iii. 524. Miracles performed by them and their

relics, 526.

Hermodorus, the Ephefian, afliils the Romans in

compiling their twelve tables of laws, iv. 336.

Hermogenes, mailer general of the cavalry, is killed

in the attempt to banifh Paul, biihop of Conftan-

tinople, iii. 297.
Hero and Leander, the flory of, by whom contro-

verted and defended, ii. 7. note.

Herodian, his life of Alexander Severus, why pre-

ferable to that in the Auguilan hiftory, i. 192.

note.

Herodes Atticus, his extraordinary fortune and mu-
nificence, i. 54.

Herodotus, his charadler of the Perfian worihip,

i. 242.

Heruli, of Germany and Poland, their charadler,

i^• '7•

Hilarion, the monk of Paleftine, account of, iii. 510.

Hilary, biihop of Poitiers, his remarkable obferva-

tions on the diverfity of Chriilian doctrines,

ii. 254. His expofition of the term Homoioufion,

257.
Hilary, pope, cenfures the emperor Anthemius for

his tolerating principles, iii. 474.
Hilderic the Vandal king of Africa, his indulgence

to his Catholic fubjefts difpleafes both the Arians

and Athanafians, iv. 123. Is depofed by Geli-

mer, 124. Is put to death, 139.

Hindoos of the Eail, not the difciples of Zoroafter,

v. 385. note.

HindoJIan, conqueil of, by Tamerlane, vi. 339.
Hippo Regius, fiege of, by Genferic king of the

Vandals, iii. 342.

Hifiory, the principal fubjeils of, i. 287.

Holy war, thejuftice of it enquired into, vi. 9.

Homiddft
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Homicide, how commuted by the Salic laws, iii. 586.
tiomooufion. Origin, and ufe of that term at the

council of Nice, ii. 251. And Homoioufion, the

dillinclion between, 257•
Honain, war of, v. 240.

Honoratus, archbiihop of Milan, is, with his clergy,

driven from his fee, by the Lombards, tv. 429.
Hmioria, princefs, filler of the emperor Valeniinian

in. her hiftory, iii. 403.
Henorius, fon of Theodofius the Great, is declared,

emperor of the Weft, by his dying father, iii. 65.

Marries Maria, the daughter of Stiiicho, 131.

His charadler, 132. Flies from Milan on the

invafion of Italy by Alaric, 149. His triumphant
entry into Rome, 155. Aboliihes the combats of

gladiators, 157. Fixes his refidence at Ravenna,

159. Orders the death of Stiiicho, 184. His

impolitic meafures, and cruelty unite his barbarian

foldiers againft him under Alaric, 191. His

councils diftrafled by the eunuchs, 228. His ab-

jeit overtures to Attalus and Alaric, 232. His
laft afls, and death, 257. His triumph for the

reduftion of Spain by Waliia the Goth, 270. Is

fafpefted of inceft with his filler Placidia, 328.
His perfecution of the Donatills in Africa, 338.

Mcncur, the new ranks of, introduced in the city of
Conftantinople, ii. 2. v. 484.

Hormifdas, a fugitive Perfian prince, in the court

of the emperor Conilantius, his remarks on the

city of Rome, ii. 146. note. His hiftory, and
ftation under Julian, 429.

Hormouz, the fon of Chofroes, king of Perlia, his

acceliion, iv. 468. His charafter, 470. Is de-

pofed, and at length killed, 474.
Horjes, of Arabia, their peculiar qualities, v. 17J.
Hoj'iin, the fon of AH, his tragical death, v. 267.
Ho/fiialhrs, knights, of St. John of Jerufalem,

popularity and charafter of the order of, vi. O5.

Hofiilianus, the minor fon of the emperor Decius,

eleiled emperor, under the guardianlhip of Gallus,

i. 304.
Hugh, king of Bargundy, his marriage with Ma-

rozia, and expulfion from Rome by Alberic,

V. 156.

Hugh, count of Verroandois, engages in the firft

crufade, vi. 23. Is ihipwrecked and made cap-

tive by the Greek emperor Alexius Comnenus,
32. His return, 5 1.

Human nature, its natural propenfities, i. 575.
Hume, Mr. his natural hiftory of religion, the beft

commentarry on the polyihciim of the ancients,

i. 35. note. His difiiculty as to the extent of the

Imperial pslace at Rome, refolved, 161. note.

Charges the moft refined and philofophic fetts

with intolerancy, 246. 7iote.

Hungary, eftablilhment of the Huns in, iii. 355.
State of, under the emperor Charlemagne, v. 143.
Terror excited by their firft approach to Europe,

548. Their charader, 552.
Huniades, John, his exploits againft the Turks,

3

vi. 446. His defence of Belgrade, and death,

453•
Hunneric, the fon of Genferic, king of the Vandals,

perfecutes his Catholic fubjefts, iii. 536. Hi»
cruelty to the Catholics of Tipafa, 546.

Huns, their original feat, and their conquefts,

ii. 577. Their decline, 580. Their emigra-
tions, 583. Their viftories over the Goths, 588.•

590.—— , They drive other barbarous tribes before
them, upon the Roman provinces, iii. 161.
Their eftabliftiment in Hungary, 355. Charafter
of their king Attila, 357. Their invafion of
Perfia, 362. The empire of, extinguiihed by
the death of Attila, 427.

Hunting of wild beafts, when a virtue, and when a.

vice, i. 114. Is the fchool of war, ii. 570.
Hypatia, the female philofopher, murdered in the

church at Alexandria, iv. 549.
Hyfatius, fedition of, at Conftantinople, iv. 67.

land J
Jacobites of the Eaft, hiftory of the fed of, iv. 6oz.
'James, St. his legendary exploits in Spain, i. 611.
Janizaries, firft inftitution of thofe troops, vi. 320*
Iberian and Cafpian gates of mount Caucafus, dif•

tinguilhed, iv. 110. The Iberian gates occu-
pied by Cabades king of Perfia, iii,

Idatius, his account of the misfortunes of Spain by
an irruption of the barbarous nations, iii. 266.

Idolatry afcribed to the agency of d.cmons, by the
primitive Chriftian?, i. 552. Deri\ation of the

term, and its fucceftive applications, ii. 309. note.

Jercm, his extravagant reprefentation of the de-
vaftation of Pannonia by tho Goths, ii. 620.
His influence over the widow Paula, iii. 513.

Jerufalem, its fituation, deftruflion, and pro.^ana-

tion, ii. 382. Pilgrimages to, and curious relics

preferved there, 383. Abortive attempt of the-

emperor Julian to rebuild the temple, 386.—— , A magnificent church erefted there to the•

Virgin P»lary by Juftinir.n, iv. 96. The velTels

of the temple brought from Africa to Conftan-
tinople by Belifarius, 152. Is conquered by
Chofroes II. king of i'erfia, 502. Infurreilion of;

the monks there, 571.— , The city conquered by the Saracens, v. 320.-
Great refort of pilgrims to, 677. Conqueft of,,

by the Turks, 682.
—— , Is taken from the Turks By the £g)'ptians,,

vi. 55. Is taken by the crufaJers, 60. Is erected,

into a kingdom under Godfrey of BoiiiKon, 61.
Succeftion of its Chriftian prince:, 95. Is pil-

laged by the Carizmians, 113.

Jerufalem, New, defcribed according to the ideas

of the primitive Chriftians, ii 562.

Jefuits, Portuguefe, perfccute the Eaftern Chrif-,

tians, iv. 601. Their labours in, and exp;ilfion

from AbyiTinia, 619.

Jews, an obfcure, unfociai, obftinate race of me»,,•

i- S37,'•
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. ^7• Review of their hiftory, 38. Their

religion the bafis of Chriftianity, 541. The pro-

mifes of divine favour extended by Chriftianity

to all mankind, 542. The immortality of the

foul not inculcated in the law of Moles, 560.

Why there are no Hebrew gofpels extant, 603.

Provoked the perfecutions of the Roman empe-
rors, 622.

^eivj,thofe of a more liberal fpirit adopted the theo-

Jogical fyftem of I'lato, ii. 238. Their condition

under the emperors Conftantine and Conftan-

tiu£, 381. Abortive attempt of Julian to re-

build the temple of Jerufalem, 386.
•

, Miraculous converfion of a number of, at

Minorca, iii. 100. note. Perfecutlon of, in Spain,

552.•— , Are perfecuted by the Catholics in Italy,

iv. 32. And by Cyril at Alexandria, 54S. How
plagued by the emperor Juilinian, 581.

.
, Thofe in Arabia fubdutJ by Mahomet,

V. 235. the Saracens in the reduftion of

Spain, V. 371.
<

, MaiTacres of, by the firft crufaders, vi. 18.

Jexdegerd, king of Perfia, is faid to be left guardian

to TheodoGus the Younger, by the emperor Ar-

cadius, iii. 312. His war with Theodofius,

322.
Igilium, the fmal! ifland of, ferves as a place of re-

fuge for Romans who flew from the fack of Rome
by Alaric, iii. 242.

Ignatius, biihop of Antioch, the Chriilian fortitude

difplayed iu his epiftles, i. 661.

Jkjhidites, the Saracen dynaftyof, v. 455.
Jlhijlricus, the title of, how limited in the times of

Roman fimplicity, and how extended when Con-
ftantinople became the feat of empire, ii. 25.

lUyricum defcribed, i. 27.

Images, introduilion of, into the Chriftian church,

V. 89. The worihip of, derived from Paganifm,

90. Are condemned by the council of Coa-
ilantinople, 98. The adoration of, juftified by
pope Gregory . 105. And fanflified by the

fecond council of Nice, 129.

Impcrator, in the Roman hiftory, explained, i. 75.
note. The Imperial prerogatives. So. The
court, 83. The fenfe of this appellation altered

by long ufe, 460.
Incarnation, theological hiftory of the doilrine of,

iv• 533•
Incefi, naturalj and arbitrary, diftinguilhed, iv.

381.

India, account of the Chriftians of St. Thomas in,

iv. 599. Perfecution of, by the Portuguefe,

600.

IndiQions, the memorable a;ra of, whence dated,

i. 508. note. The name and ufe of, in the

middle ages, whence derived, ii. 62.

Indulgences in the Romiih church, the nature of, ex-

plained, vi. 12.

Ingundis, princefs of Auftrafia, ij married to Herme-
8

negild prince of Eoetica, and cruelly treated by
his mother Goifvintha, iii. 548.

Inheritance, paternal, fubjedl to parental difcretion

among the Romans, i. 199. The Roman law of,

iv. 3S7. Teftamentary difpofitions of property,

390. The Voconian law, how evaded, 39;.
Injuries, review of the Roman laws for the redrefs

of, iv. 397.
_

Innocent III. pope, enjoyed the plenitude of papal

power, vi. 109.

luquifition, the firft ereSion of that tribunal, vi. 109,

Liflitutes of Jurtinian, an analyfis of, iv. 367.
hiterefi of money, how regulated by the Roman

laws, iv, 396.
'Joan, pope, the ftory of, fiftitious, v. 154.

John, principal fecretary to the emperor Honorius,
ufuVps the empire after his death, iii. 329.

John the almfgiver, archbifliop of Alexandria, re-

lieves the Jewiili refugees when Jerufalem was
taken by the Perfians, iv. 502. His extraordi-

nary liberality of the church treafure, 612.

John, bifhop of Antioch, arrives at Ephefus after

the meeting of the council, and, with his biihops,

decides againft Cyril, iv. 557. Coalition between
him and Cyril, 558.

John of Apri, patriarch of Conftantinople, his

pride, and confederacy againft John Cantacuzene,
vi. 269.

John of Brienne emperor of Conftantinople, ^i. 196.

John of Cappadocia, prstorian pra;feft of the Eall,

under the emperor Juftinian, his charafler, iv. b'6.

Is difgraced by the emprefs Theodora, and be-

comes a biihop, 87. Oppofes the African war,

126. His fraud in fupplying the army with,

bread, 133,

John Comnenus emperor of Conftantinople, v. 67.

John Damafcenus, St. his hiftory, v. 101. note.

John of Lycopolis, the hermit, his charaiter and
oracular promife to the emperor Theodofius the

Great, iii. 6j.

John, the Monophyfite biftiop of Afia, is employed
by the emperor Juftinian to root out Pagans and
heretics, iv, 580.

John XII. pope, his flagitious charafter, v. 154.

John XXIII. pope, his profligate charadler, vi.

605.

John, St. the evangelift, reveals the true fenfe of

Plato's doftrine of the Logos, ii. 240.

John the Sanguinary, feizes the Gothic treafures in

Picenum, and obliges Vitiges to raife the fiege

of Rome, iv. 191.

John Zimifces, murders the Greek emperor Nice-

phorus, and fucceeds him, v. 50. His Eaftern

viilories, 459. Defeats Swatoilaus, czarofRuf-
fia, 572.

Jona, one of the Hebride iflands, its ancient mo-
naftic eminence, iii. 511.

Jonas, renegado of Damafcus, ftory of, v. 310.

Jordan, charadler of his work, De Originibus Scia-

'vicisj V. 54 1. note,

Jofeph
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jfo/epb the Carizmian, governor of Berzcm, kills

the fultan Alp Arilan, v. 667.

Jojifhiis, the mention of Jefus Chrift in his hiftory,

a forgery, i. 639. ticie. Ills opinion, that Plato

derived knowledge from the Jews, controverted,

ii. 237. ncte,

Jcvian is eleiled emperor by the troops of Julian,

on their retreat from Aflyria, ii. 461. His treaty

with Sapor king of Perfia, 464. His death, 482.
Jcvians and Herculians, new bodies of guards in-

ftituted to fuperfede the Praetorian bands, i. 459.
^;//« of Verona, his punilhment by a. Roman

fynod, for herefy, iii. 145.
yo-vinus reduces the Alemanni, who had invaded

Gaul, ii. J17.——, Account of his revolt againft the emperor
Honorius in Germany, iii. 262.

Joi'ius, pra;torian prajfcft under the emperor Hono-
rius, fucceedsOlympius as his confidential miniiler,

iii. 226. His negociations with Alaric obftrudled,

228. Deferts Honorius, and goes over to Alaric,

and the new emperor Attalus, 233.

Irette, her marriage with the Greek emperor Leo,

V. 24. Her ambition, and barbarity to her fou

Conftantine, 25. Rellores images to public de-

votion, 128.

Ireland was firft colonifed from Scotland, ii. 52S.

Derivation of the name of its tutelar faint, Pa-
trick, iii. 498. note.

IJaac I. Comnenus, emperor of Conilantinople,

V. 57.
Ij'aac 11. Angelus, emperor of Conilantinople, v. 84.

His character and reign, vi. 130. Is depofed by
his brother Alexius, 132. Is reftored by the cru-

faders, 155. His death, 161.

I/aac, archbiihop of Armenia, his apology for the

vices of king Artafires, iii. 325.
Ifauria, the rebellion there againft the emperor

Gallienus, i. 340.
Ifaurians, reduction of, by the Eailern emperors,

iv. 102.

Iftdore, cardinal, his ill treatment in Rudia, vi. 439.
Receives an adl of union from the Greek clergy

at Conilantinople, 481.
Jfocratei, his price for the tuition of his pupils,

iv. 115.

Italy, the dominion of, under Odoacer, fucceeds

the extinftion of the Weftern empire, iii. 494.
Its miferable ftate at this ^ra, 502. Converfion

of the Lombards of, to the Nicene faith, 5^1.
1 , Is reduced by Theodoric the Oftrogoth, iv. 12.

His adminiilration, 14. Government of, ac-

cording to the Roman law, by Theodoric, .«S i

.

Its flouriihing Hate at this time, 26. How fup-

plied with filk from China, 72. Hiftory of Ama-
lafontha, queen of Italy, i6i. Invafion of, by

Belifarius, 170. Siege of Rome by the Goths,

176. Invafion of Italy by the Franks, 195. Re-
volt of the Goths, 277. Expedition of the

eunuch Narfes, 298. Invafion of, by the Franks
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and Alemanni, 308. Government of, under the
exarchs of Ravenna, 312. Conquells of Alboin
king of the Lombards in, 428. Diftrefs of, 440.
How divided between the Lombards, and the
ex.Trchs of Ravenna, 443.

Italy, growth of the papal power in, v. 102. Re-
volt of, againil the Greek emperors, 108. The
exarchate of Ravenna granted to the pope, 122.
Extent of the dominion of Charlemagne there,

142. The power of the German Cxfars deftroyed
by the rife of the commercial cities there, 159.
Faftions of the Guelphs and Ghibelins, 162.
Conflict of the Saracens, Latins, and Greeks in,

581.
_—

- , Revival of Greek learning in, vi. 417.
Authors confulted for the hillory of, 618. note.

Jubilee, popiih, a revival of the fecular games,
i. 234. note. vi. 557. The leturn of, accelerated,

559-
. .

Jude, St. examination of his grandfons before the
tribunal of the procurator of Judiea, i. 644.

Judgmejits of God, in the Salic laws, how deter-

mined, iii. 588.

Judgments, popular, of the Romans, difplayed,
iv. 410.

Julia Domna, wife of the emperor Severus, her
charadler, i. 15. Her death, 173.

Julian, the nephew of Conftantine the Great, his

education, ii. 128. His dangerous fituation on
the death of his brother Gallus, 136, Is fent to

Athens, where he cultivates philolophy, 137. Is

recalled by Conftantius, 140. Is inverted with

the title of Caefar, 141. Is appointed to the go-
vernment of Gaul, 161. His firft campaign,

163. Battle of Straiburgh, 167. Reduces the

Franks at Toxandria, 170. His three expeditions

beyond the Rhine, 171. Reftores the cities of
Gaul, 173. His civil adminiftration, 174. His
account of the theological calamities oi the em-
pire under Conftantius, 300. Conftantius grows
jealous of him, 312. he Gaulifh legions are

ordered into the Eaft, 313. Is faluted emperor
by the troops, 318. His embafl'y and t-piltle to

Conftantius, 321. His fourth and fifih expedi-

tions beyond the Rhine, 522. Declares war a-

gainft Conftantius, and abjures the C'hriftian re-

ligion, 326. His march from the Rhine into

lUyricum, 328. Enters Sirmium, 331. Publilhes

apologies for his conduit, 332. His triumphant

entry into Conilantinople on the death of Con-
ftantius, 336. His private life and civil govern-

ment, 337. His reformations in the Imperial

palace, 340. Becomes a iloven to avoid foppery,

343. Erefts a tribunal for the trial of the evil

nimifters of Conftantius, 344. Difniiiii^s the fpies

and informers employed by his predeceiTor, 347.
His love of freedom and the republic, 348. His

kindneffes to the Grecian cities, 350. His abi-

lities as an orator, 352. And as a judge, 353.
His charailer, itid. His apoftacy accounted for,

357•
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357. Adopts the Pagan mythology, 359. His

theological fyflem, 362. His initiation into the

Eleufinian mylleries, and his fanaticifm, 365.

His hypocritical duplicity, 367. Writes a vin-

dication of his apoilacy, 369. His ediil for a

general toleration, 371. His Pagan fuperftitious

zeal, 372. His circular letters for the reforma-

tion of the Pagan religion, 375. His induftry in

gaining profelytes, 379. His addrefs to the Jews,

381. Hiftory of his attempt to rebuild the tem-

ple at Jerufalem, 386. Transfers the revenues

of the Chriftian church, to the heathen priells,

391. Prohibits Chriftian fchools, 392. Obliges

the Chriftians to reinftate the Pagan temples, 394.

Reflores the facred grove and temple of Daphne,

399. Punilhes the Chriftians of Antioch for

burning that temple, 400. His treatment of the

cities of Edella and Alexandria, 405. Baniihes

Athanafius, 407. The philofophical fable of his

C<efars, delineated, 41 z. Meditates the conqueil

of Perfia, 415. Popular difcontcnts during his

refidence at Antioch, 417. Occafion of writing

hiiMifopogon, 420. His march to the Euphrates,

423. He enters the Perfian territories, 428. In-

vades Affyria', 434. His perfonal conduft in

this enterprife, 438. His addrefs to his difcon-

tented troops, 440. His fuccefsful paffage over

the Tigris, 443. Burns his fleet, 449. His re-

treat and diftrefs, 452. His death, 456. His

funeral, 475.

Julian, count, offers to betray Spain into the hands

of the Arabs, v. 364. His advice to the vidlorious

Turks, 370.

Julian, the papal legate, exhorts LadiHaus king of

Hungary and Poland to breach of faith with the

Turks, vi. 447. His death and charailer, 451.

Julius, mafter-general of the troops in the Eaftern

empire, concerts a general maffacre of the Gothic

youth in Afia, ii. 622.

Jurifprudence, Roman, a review of, iv. 332. Was
poliihed by Grecian philpfophy, 351. Abufes

of, 414.

Jufiin the Elder, his military promotion, iv. 43.

His elevation to the empire, and charafler, 44.

His death, 48.

Juftin II. emperor, fucceeds his uncle Juftinian,

iv. 418. Hib firm behaviour to the ambafladors

of the Avars, 420. His abdication, and invefti-

ture of Tiberius, as his fucceffor, 435.

Juftin Martyr, his decifion in the cafe of the Ebio-

nites, i. 546. His extravagant account of the

progrefs of Chriftianity, 611. Occafion of his

own converfion, 614.

Juftina, the popular ftory of her marriage with the

emperor Valentinian examined, ii. 557. Her

infant fon Valentinian II. invelled with the im-

perial enfigns, on the death of his father, 559.

Her contell with Ambrofe archbiihop of Milan,

iii. 30. Flies from the invafioa of Ma.ximus,

with her fon, 37.

Juflinian, emperor of the Eaft, his birth and pro-

motion, iv. 43. His orthodoxy, 46. Is inverted

with the diadem by his uncle Juftin, 48. Marries

Theodora, 5;. Patronize., the blue fadtion of

the circus, 62. State of agriculture and manu-
faiiiure in his provinces, 70. Introduces the cul-

ture of the filk worm, and manufailure of filk,

into Greece, 77. State of his revenue, 79. His
avarice and profufion, 80. Taxes and monopo-
lies, 83. His minifters, 86. His public build-

ings, 88. Founds the church of St. Sophia at

Conftantinople, 92. His other public works, 96.

His European fortifications, 98. His Afiatic

fortifications, 104. He fuppreifes the fchools of

Athens, 112. And the confular dignity, 119.

Purchafes a peace from the Perfians, 123. 241.

Undertakes to reftore Hilderic king of Carthage,

124. Reduftion of Africa, 146. His inftruc-

tions for the government of, 147. His acqui-
fitions in Spain, 159 His deceitful negociations

in Italy, 165. Weaknefs of his empire, 212.
Receives an embaify from the Avars, 2:8. And
from the Turks, 230. Perfian war, /47. His
negociations with Chofroes, 264. His alliance

with the Abyflinians, 268. Negledls the Italian

war under Belifarius, 284. Settles the govern-
ment of Italy under the e.xarch of Ravenna, 312.
Difgrace and death of Belifarius, 319. His death
and charadler, 320. Coaiets and calamities in

his rei^n, 322. His Code, Pandefts, and Infti-

tutes, 332. His theological charailer and go-
vernment, 577. His perfecuting fpirit, 579.
His orthodoxy, 582. Died a heretic, 585.

JufiinianW. emperor of Conftantinople, 13,

Jufiinian, the fon of Germanus, his confpiracy with
the emprefs Sophia, and fuccefles againft the Per-

fians, iv. 437.
Jwvenal, his remarks on the crowded ftate of the

inhabitants of Rome, iii. 218.

Khan, import of this title in the northern parts of
Afia, ii. 572. iii. i6i.

King, the title of, conferred by Conftantine the

Great on his nephew Hannibalianus, ii. 87.

Kindred, degrees of, according to the Roman civil

law, iv. 388.

Knighthood, how originally conferred, and its obli-

gations, vi. 26.

Koran of Mahomet, account and charailer of, v. 208.

Koreifl}, the tribe of, acquire the cuftody of the

Caaba at Mecca, v. 191. Pedigree of Mahomet,
197. They oppofe his pretenfions to a propheti-

cal charadler, 222. Flight of Mahomet, 224.
Battle of Beder, 232. Battle of Ohud, 233.
Mecca furrendered to Mahomet, 238.

Laharum, or ftandard of the crofs, in the army of
Conftantine the Great, defcribed, ii, 194.

Labes,
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Labeo, the civilian, his diligence in bufinefs and

compofition, iv. 350. His profeffional charaitcr,

354-
. . . . . ,

Laciantius, difficulties in afcertaining the date of

his Divine Inftitutions, ii. 179. note. His flat-

tering predidlion of the influence of Chriftianity

among mankind, 187. Inculcates the divine

right of Conrtantine to the empire, 189.

Ladifaus, king of Hungary and Poland, leads an

army againlt the Turks, vi. 445. His breach of

faith with them, 447.
Ladiflaus king of Naples, harafies Rome during the

fchifm of the papacy, vi. 600.

Littus, praetorian praefeft, confpires the death of

Commodus, and confers the empire on Pertinax,

i. 118.

Laity, when firft dillinguiihed from the clergy,

. i. 590.
Lampadius, a Roman fenator, boldly condemns the

treaty with Alaric the Goth, iii. 180.

Lance, holy, narrative of the miraculous difcovery

of, vi. 52.

Land, how afleflied by the Roman emperors, ii. 63.

How divided by the Barbarians, iii. 591. Allo-

dial, and Salic, diftinguiflied, 594. Of Italy,

how partitioned by Theoderic the Olhogoth,

iv. 14.

Laodicea, its ancient fplendor, i. 60.

La/caris, Theodore, ellablifhes an empire at Nice,

vi. 181. His charafter, 221.

La/caris, Theodore 11. his charafter, vi. 224.

La/caris, Janus, the Greek grammarian, his cha-

rafter, vi. 426.
Latin church, occafion of its feparation from the

Greek church, vi. 121. Corruption and fchifm

of, 398. Reunion of, with the Greek church,

412. The fubfequent Greek fchifm, 437.
Latium, the right of, explained, i. 44.

Laura, in monkiih hiilory, explained, iii. 524.
Lanti, review of the profeffion of, under the em-

perors, ii. 40.

Laivs of Rome, a review of, iv. 332. Thofe of

the kings, 334. Of the twelve tables, 335.
Of the people, 339. Decrees of the fenate, and
edifts of the prators, 341. Conftitutions of the

emperors, 343. Their refcripts, 345. The three

codes of, 345. The forms of, 346. Succeffion

of civil lawyers, 348. Reformation of, by J ufti-

nian, 356. Abolition and revival of the penal

laws, 402.

Lazi, the tribe of, in Colchos, account of, iv. 256.

Le Clerc, charafter of his ecdefiallical hiilory, iv.

533• '""^•.

Legacies and inheritances taxed by Auguftus, 1. 199.

How regulated by the Roman law, iv. 391.

Legion, in the Roman army under the emperors, de-

fcribed, i. 15. General diftribution of the le-

gions, 21. The fize of, reduced by Conilan-

tine the Great, ii. 46.

Leo of Thrace is made emperor of the Eaft, by his

4

mailer Afpar, iii. 470. Was the firll Chriftian

potentate who was crowned by a prieft, ibid.

Confers the empire of the Weft on Anthemius,

471. His armament againft the Vandals in

Africa, 476. Murders Afpar and his fons,

iv. 4.

Leo III. emperor of Conllantinople, v. 19. His
edifts againll images in churches, 97. Revolt of
Italy, loS.

Leo IV. emperor of Conllantinople, v. 23.
Leo V. emperor of Conllantinople, v. 29.
Leo VI. the philofopher, emperor of Conllanti-

nople, v. 43. Extinguilhes the power of the

fenate, 495.
Leo, bilhop of Rome, his charafter and embafly

from Valentinian III. to Attila king of the

Huns, iii. 424. Intercedes with Genferic king
of the Vandals for clemency to the city of Rome,
440. Calls the council of Chalcedon, iv. 566.

Leo III. pope, his miraculous recovery from the

aflaults of afl"allins, v. 134. Crowns Charle-

magne emperor of the Romans, 135.

Leo IV. pope, his reign, v. 440. Founds the Leo-
nine city, 442.

Leo IX. pqpe, his expedition againll the Normans of
Apulia,- V. 596. His treaty with them, ^98.

Leo, archbilhop of Theflalonica, one of the re-

llorers of Greek learning, v. 512.

Leo, general of the Eaft, under the emperor Arca-
dius, his charafter, iii. 294.

Leo Pilatus, firft Greek profelfor at Florence, and in

the Well, his charafter, vi. 421.

Leo, the Jew profelyte, hiftory of his family,

vi. 561.

Leonas, the quaeftor, his embafly from Conftantius

to Julian, ii. 325.

Leonine city at Rome founded, v. 442.
Leontius is taken from prifon, and chofen emperor

of Conftantinople, on the depofition of Jufti-

nian II. v. 14.

Leo'vigild, Gothic king of Spain, his charafter,

iii. 548. Revolt and death of his fon Hermenc-
gild, 549.

Letters, a knowledge of, the tell of civilization in a

people, i. 265.

Leivis the Pious, emperor of the Romans, v. 147.
Lewis II. emperor of the Romans, v. 147. His

epiftle to the Greek emperor Bafil I. 582.

Libanius, his account of the private life of the em-
peror Julian, ii. 338. And of his divine vifions,

366. Applauds the diflimulation of Julian, 368.

His charafter, 421. His eulogium on the em-
peror Valens, 616.

Liberjus, bilhop of Rome, is banilhed by the em-
peror Conftantius, for refufing to concur in de-

pofing Athanafius, ii. 2S3. 294.

Liberty, public, the only fure guardians of, againll

an afpirlng prince, i. 72.

Licinius is inverted with the purple by the emperor
Galerius, i. 493. His alliance with Conllantine

R 2 the



GENERAL INDEX.
tlie Great, ^14. Defeats Maximin, 515. His

cruelcy, 516. Is defeated by Conllantine at Ci-

balis, 520. And at Mardia, 522. Peace con-

cluded with Conftanline, 523. Second civil war

with Conllantine, 528. His humiliation, and

death, 533.
l.iciiiius, fate of his fon, ii. 83. Concurred with

Conllantine in publiihing the edift of Milan,

184. Violated this engagement by oppreiling

the Chrillians, 190. Cxcilius's account of his

vifion, 197.

Lieutenant, Imperial, his office and rank, i. 77.

Lightning, fuperftition of the Romans with re-

ference to perfons and places flruck with, i. 412.

Limiganies, Sarmatian Haves, expel their mailers,

and ufurp pofleflion of their country, ii. 95. Ex-

tinilion of, by Conilantius, 149.

Literature, revival of, in Italy, vi. 417. Ancient,

ufe and abufe of, 43 1.

Lithuania, its late converfion to Chrillianity, v. 577.

Litorius, count, is defeated and taken captive, in

Gaul by Theodoric, iii. 398.

Liutfrand, king of the Lombards, attacks the city

of Rome, v. 114.

Liutfrand, bifhop of Cremona, ambafladrr to Con-

llantinople, ceremony of his audience!• ]^ith the

emperor, v. 48:-".

Logos, Plato's doilrine of, ii. 238. Is expounded

by St. John the Evangelill, 240. Athanafius

confefles himfelf unable to comprehend it, 243.

Controverfies on the eternity of, 247.

Lcgothete, great, his ofiice under the Greek em-
peror?, V. 485.

Lombariiy, ancient, dcfcribed, i. 25. Conqueil of,

by Charlemagne, v. 117.

Lombards, derivation of their name, and review of

their hillory, iv. 215. Are employed by the

emperor Juftinian to check the GepiJx, 217.

Aftions of their king Alboin, 421. They re-

duce the Gepid.-c, 424. They over-run that part

of Italy now called Lombardy, 428. Extent of

their kingdom, 44^. Language and manners of

the Lombards, ibid. Government and laws,

450.
Longinus, his reprefentation of the degeneracy of

his age, i. 71. Is put to death by Aurelian,

373•
, , ,

. , IS fent to fuperfede Narfes, as exarch of

Ravenna, iv. 427. Receives Rofamond the fu-

gitive queen of the Lombards, 432.
Lothairc I. emperor of the Romans, v. 147.

Louis Vn. of France is refcued from the treachery

of the Greeks by PvOger king of Sicily, v. 632.

Undertakes the fecond crufade, vi. 75. His dif-

aftrous expedition, 81.

Louis IX. of France, his crufades to the Holy Land,

vi. 113. His death, 117. Procured a valuable

(lock of relics from Conilantinople, vi. 201.

Lucian, the feverity of his fatire againll the Heathen
mythology, accounted for, i. 37.

Lucian, count of the Eaft, under the emperor Ar-
cadius, his cruel treatment by the prsfeft Ru-
finus, iii. 1 1 1.

Lucian, prefbyter of Jerufalem, his miraculous dif-

covery of the body of St. Stephen, the fitll'

Chriliian martyr, iii. 97.

Lucilian, governor of lllyricum, is furprifed, and

kindly treated by Julian, ii. 330. His death,

481.
Lucilla, filler of the emperor Commodus, her at-

tempt to get him aflaflinated, i. 106.

Lucius II. and III. popes, their difallrous reigns,

vi. 527.
Lucrine lake defcribed, with its late dellruilion,

iii. 205. note.

Lucullan villa in Campania, its defcription and
hiftory, iii. 498.

Lupercalia, the feaft of, defcribed, and continued

under the Chriliian emperors, iii. 474.
Lupicinus, the Roman governor of Thrace, opprefles

the Gothic emigrants there, ii. 597. Ralhly

provokes them to hoftilities, 599. Is defeated by
them, 600.

L;i/?/-«/ contribution in the Roman empire, explain-

ed, ii. 70.

Luther, Martin, his charailer as a reformer, v. 536.
Luxury the only means of correiling the unequal

dillribution of property, i. 65.

Lygians, a formidable German nation, account of,

1. 398.
Lyons, battle of, between the competitors Severus

and Albinus, i. 145.

Macedonius, the Arian bifhop of Confiantinople, hfs

contells with his competitor Paul, ii. 296. Fatal

confequences on his removing the body of the

emperor Conllantine to the church of St. Aca-

cius, 298. His cruel perfecutions of the Ca-
tholics and Novatians, 299. His exile, iv. 576.

Macrinnus, praetorian prsfeit under the emperor

Valerian, his charafler, i. 327.

Macrianus, a prince of the Alemanni, his Heady

alliance with the emperor Valentinian, ii. 521.

Macrinus, his fucce.Tion to the empire predi£led by

an African, i. 168. Accelerates the completion

of the prophecy, ibid. Purchafes a peace with

Parthia, 249.

Madayn, the capital of Perfia, facked by the Sara-

cens, V. 287.

Maonius of Palmyra aflaffinates his uncle Odena-
thus, i. 367.

Mafia, its fituation, i. 28.

Magi, the vvorihip of, in Perfia, reformed by Ar-

taxerxes, i. 240. Abridgement of the Perfiari

theology, 241. Simplicity of their worfliip, 242.

Ceremonies and moral precepts, 243. Their

power, 245.
Magic, fevere profecution of perfons for the crime

of, at Rome and Antioch, ii. 497.

2
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Magtie.tiiiis aiTumes the empire in Gaul, ii. ni.

Death of Conllans, ii:. Sends an cmbaiTy to

Coiiftantius, 114. Makes war againll Conftan

tins, 118. Is defeated at the battle of Muifa,
I 19. Kills himlelf, 1 25.

Mahmud, the Gaznevide, his twelve expedi-

tions into Hindollan, v. 646. His charafler,

649.
Mahomet, the prophet, his embafly to Chofroes II.

Iving of Perfia, iv. 506.
—— , His genealogy, birth, and education, v. 197,

His perion and charafler, 199. AiTumes his

prophetical miffion, 202. Inculcated the unity of
God, 204. His reverential mention of Jefus Chrill,

206. His Koran, 20S. His miracles, 210. His
precepts, 212. His Hell, and Paradife, 216.

The bell authorities for his hiftory, 219. note.

Converts his own family, 220. Preaches public-

ly at Mecca, 221. Efcapes from the Koreifhites

there, 224. Is received as prince of Medina,
226. His regal dignity, and facerdotal office,

227. Declares war againft infidels, 229. Battle

of Beder, 232. Battle of Ohud, 233. Subdues

the Jews of Arabia, 235. Submiffion of Mecca
to him, 238. He conquers Arabia, 240. His

ficknefs and death, 246. His charafter, 249.
His private life, 251. His wives, 253. His
children, 255. His poftcrity, 269, Remarks
on the great fpread and permanency of his reli-

gion, 27«.

Mahomet, the fon ofBajazet, his reign, vi. 367.
Mahomet II. fultan of the Turks, his charafter,

vi. 464. His reign, 466. Indications of his

hoftile intentions againlt the Greeks, 468. He
befieges C'onftantinople, 477. Takes the city

by liorm, 500. H's entry into the city, 506.
Makes it his capital, 50S. His death, 516.

Mahometifm, by what means propagated, v. 381.
Toleration of Chriftianity under, 38S,

Majorian, his hillory, charailer, and elevation to

the Wellern empire, iii. 452. His epiitle to the

fenate, 454. His falutary laws, 455. His pre-

parations to invade Africa,. 459. His fleet de-

ftroyed by Genferic, 463. His dea;h, 464.
Malalerra, his charafler of the Normans, v. 593.
Mahk Shah, fultan of the Turks, his prolperous

reign, v. 663. Reforms the Eailern calendar,

670. His death, 671.
Mallius Theodorus, the great civil honours to which

he attained, ii. 41. note.

Mamalukes, their origin and charailer, vi. 116.

Their eltablifhment in Egypt, 117.

Mnmaa, mother of the young emperor Alexander
Severus, afts as regent of the empire, i. 182. Is

put to death with him, 209. Her conference

with Origen, 669.

Mamgo, an Armenian noble, his hiftory, i. 444.
Man the only animal that can accommodate him-

felf to all climates, i. 263. vote.

Mancipium, in the Reman law, explained, iv. 3 86.

Manichaans are devoted to death, by the edift of
I'heodofius againft heretics, iii. 25.

Manuel Comnenus, emp'ror of Conftantinople, v. 69.
He repullct the Normans, 6^3. But fails in his

fcheme of fubduing the Wellern empire, 636.
His ill treatment of the crufaders, vi. 78.

Maogamalcha, a city of All'^ria, reduced and de-
ftroyed by the emperor Julian, ii, 436.

Marble, the four fpecies of, moll efteeined by the
Romans, i. 214. note.

Marcellhius, count of the facred largefles under the
emperor Conftans in Gaol, aflifts the ufurpation
of Magnentius, li. 111. His embafly to Con-
ftantius, 114. Was killed in the battle of Murfa,

MarcelUnus, His revolt in Dalmatia, and charafler,-

iii. 465. Joins the emperor Anthemius, and ex-
pels the Vandals from Sardinia, 476. His death,,

480.
MarcelUnus, fon of the prxfeil Maximin, his trea-

cherous murder of Gabinius king of the Quadi,
ii. 53.

Marcellus the centurion martyred for defertion,

i. 680.

Marcellus, bifliop of Rome, exiled to reftore peace
to the city, i. 693.

Marcellus, biftiop of Apamea in Syria, lofes his life

in deftroying the Pagan temples, iii. 80.

Marcta, the concubine of the emperor Coramodus,
a patronefs of the Chriftians, i. 667.

Marcian, fenator of Conitantinople, marries the

emprefs Pulcheria, and is acknowledged emperor,.

iii. 390. His temperate refufal of the demands
of Attila the Hun, 392.

Marcianapolis, the city of, taken by the Goths,

i. 299.
Marconianni are fubdued and punilhed by Marcus

Antoninus,- i. 286. Alliance made with, by the

emperor Gallienus, 315.
Marcus, eleftcd bilhop of the Nazarenes, i. 545.
Mardia, battle of, between Conftantine the Great

and Licinius, i. 522.

Margus, battle of, between Diocletian and Carinus,

i. 422.

Margus, bifliop of, betrays his epifcopal city into

the hands of the Huns, iii. 364.

Maria, daughter of Eudxmon of Carthage, her re-

markable adventures, iii. 349.

Mariana, his account of the misfortunes of Spain,

by an irruption of the barbarous nations,

iii. 266.

Marinus, a fubaltern officer, chofen emperor by the

legions of Mscfia, i. 289.

Marius the armourer, a candidate for the purple

among the competitors againll Gallienus, his cha-

rafler, i. 334.
Mark, bifliop of Arethufa, is cruelly treated by the

emperor Julian, ii. 395.

Maronga, engagement there between the emperor

Julian, and Sapor king of Perfia, ii. 453.
Maronites
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Maronites of the Eaft, charafter and hiftory of,

iv. 605.

Marozia, a Roman proftitute, the mother, grand-

mother, and great-grandmother, of three popes,

V. 154.
Marriage, regulations of, by the Roman laws,

iv. 374. Of Roman citizens with ilrangers, pro-

fcribed by their jurifprudence, v. 491.
Martel, Charles, duke of the Franks, his charadler,

V. 409 His politic condufl on the Saracen in-

vafion of France, 410. Defeats the Saracens,

41 1. Why he was configned over to hell flames

by the clergy, 412.

Martin, bilhop of Tours, dellroys the idols and

Pagan temples in Gaul, iii. 80. His monkilh in-

ftitutions there, 510.

Me.rtitia marries her uncle, the emperor Heraclius,

V. 7. Endeavours to iliare the Imperial dignity

with her fonf, 8. Her fate, 10.

Martinianus receives the title of Ca;far, from the

emperor Licinius, i. 532.

Martyrs, primitive, an inquiry into the true hiftory

of, i. 620. The feveral inducements to martyr-

dom, 659. Three methods of efcaping it, 663.

Marks by which learned Catholics diftinguiih the

relics of the martyrs, 654 note. The worihipof,

and their relics, introduced, iii. 93.
Mary, Virgin, her immaculate conception, borrowed

from the Koran, 2o6.

Ma/cazel, the perfecuted brother of Gildo the moor,

stakes refuge in the Imperial court of Honorius,

iii. 126. Is intruded with troops to reduce Gildo,

ibid. Defeats him, 129. His fufpicious death,

130.

Mafler of the offices, under Conllantine the Great,

his fundlions, ii. 52.

Maternus, his revolt and confpiracy againft the em-
peror Commodus, i. 109.

Matthew, St. his gofpel originally compofed in He-
brew, i, 603. note. iv. 535. note.

Maurice, his birth, charader, and promotion to the

Eallern empire, iv. 439. Reftores Chofroes II.

king of Perfia, 477. His war againft the Avars,

4S6. State of his armies, 488. His abdication

and deith, 492.
Mauritania, ancient, its fituation and extent, i. 32.

Charafter of the native Moors of, iii. 337.
Maxentius, the Ton of Maximian, declared emperor

at Rome, i. 487. His tyranny in Italy and Africa,

4gS. The military force he had to oppofe Con-
llantine, 502. His defeat and death, 510. His
politic humanity to the Chriftians, 692.

Maximian, aflbciate in the empiie with Diocletian,

his charader, i. 425 Triumphs with Diocletian,

455. Holds his court at Milan, 457. Abdicates

the empire along with Diocletian, 468. He re-

fumes the purple, 487. Reduces Severus, and
puts him to death, 488. His fecond refignation,

and unfortunate end, 494. His averfion to the

Chriftians accounted for, 679.

Maximilianus, the African, a ChrilUan martyr,
i. 680.

Maximitt, his birth, fortune, and elevation to the
empire of Rome, i. 206. Why deemed a perfe-
cutor of the Chriftians, 670.

Maximin is declared Cxfar, on the abdication of Dio-
cletian, i. 479. Obtains the rank of Auguftus,
from Galerius, 493. His defeat and death, 515.
Renewed the perfecution of the Chriftians after

the toleration granted by Galerius, 697.
Maximin, the cruel minifter of the emperor Valen-

tinian, promoted to the prsfedture of Gaul,
ii. 501.

Maximin, his embafty from Theodolius the Younger,
to Attila king of the Huns, iii. 377.

Maximus and Balbinus eledled joint emperors by
the fenate, on the deaths of the two Gordians,
i. Z19.

Maximus, his charadler and revolt in Britain, iii. 6.
His treaty with the emperor Theodofius, 10.
Perfecutes the Prifcillianifts, 26. His invafion of
Italy, 36. His defeat and death, 40.

Maximus, the Pagan preceptorof the emperor Julian,
initiates him into the Eleufinian myfteries,ii. 365.
Is honourably invited to Conftantinople by his

Imperial pupil, 377. Is corrupted by his re-

fidence at court, 378.
Maximus, Petronius, his wife raviihed by Valen-

tinian III. emperor of the Weft, iii. 431. His
charadler, and elevation to the empire, 436.

Mebodes, the Perfian general, ungratefully treated

by Chofroes, iv. 236.
Mecca, its fituation, and defcription, v. 177. The

Caaba, or temple of, 190. Its deliverance from
Abrahah, 197. The dodlrine of Mahomet op-
pofed there, 222. His efcape, 224. The city

of, furrendered to Mahomet, 238. Is pillaged
by Abu Taher, 451.

Medina, reception of Mahomet there, on his flight

from Mecca v. 225.

Megalefia, the feftival of, at Rome, defcribed, i. log.
note,

Meletians, an Egyptian fed, perfecuted by Athana-
fius, ii. 272.

Melitene, battle of, between the Eaftern emperor
Tiberius, and Chofroes king of Perfia, iv. 467.

Melo, citizen of Bari, invites the Normans into
Italy, v. 589.

Memphis, its fituation, and redudion by the Sara-

cens, V. 334.
Merovingian kings of the Franks in Gaul, origin

of, iii. 400. Their domain and benefices, 592.
Mervan, caliph oi the Saracens, and the laft of

the houfe of Ommiyah, his defeat and death,
V. 415.

MejOpotamia, invafion of by the emperor Julian,
ii. 429. Defcribed by Xenophon, 430.

Meffala, Valerius, the firll prsfed of Rome, his

high charader, ii. 34. note.

MeJJiah, under what charader he was expeded by
the
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the Jews, i. 542. His birth-day, how fixed by
the Romans, ii. 326. note.

Metals and money, their operation in improving the

human mind, i. 26S.

^letellus Numidicu:, the cenfor, his inveitive againd
women, i. 183. note.

Metius Kalconius, his artful fpeech to the emperor
Tacitus in the fen.ite on his eleilion, i. 3S8.

Metrofhanes of Cyzicus, is made patriarch of Con-
ftantinople, vi. 438.

Meiz, cruel treatment of, by Attila king of the

Huns, iii. 407.
Michael I. Rhangabe, emperor of Conrtantinople,

V. 28.

Michael II. the Stammerer, emperor of Conftan-
tinople, v. 3 1

.

Michael 111. emperor of Conftantinople, v. 35. Is

defeated by the Paulicians, 529.
Michael IV, the Paphlagonian, emperor of Con-

ftantinople, V. 5;.

Michael V. Calaphates, emperor of Conftantinople,

V. 56.

Michael VI. Stratioticus, emperor of Conftantinople,

V. 57
Michael VII. Parapinaces, emperor of Conftanti-

nople, V. 61.

Milan, how the Imperial court of the Weftern em-
pire came to be transferred from Rome to that

city, i. 457
, Famous ediil of Conftantine the Great in

favour of the Chriftians, publillied there, ii. 184.—— , St. Ambrofe elefted archbifhop of that city,

iii. 29. Tumults occafioned by his refufmg a

church for the Arian worftiip of the emprefs

Juftina and her fon, 31.

, Revolt of, to Juftinian, iv. igo. Is taken

and deftroyed by the Burgundians, 196.

, Is again deftroyed by Frederic I. v. 161.

Military force, its ftrength and efiicacy dependent en
a due proportion to the number of the people,

i. 127.

Military officers of the Roman empire at the time of

Conftantine the Great, a review of, ii. 42.

Millenium, the doftrine of, explained, i. 562.
Mingrelia. See Colchos.

Minority, two diftintlions of, in the Roman law,

iii. 117. note.

Miracles, thofe of Chrift and his apoftles, efcaped

the notice of the heathen philofophers and hif-

torians, i. 618. Account of thofe wrought by
the body of St. Stephen, iii. 97.

Miraculous powers of the primitive church, an en-
quiry into, i. 567.

Mifitheus, chief minifter and father-in-law of the

third Gordian, his charadler, i. 231.

Mifopcgtin of the emperor Julian, on what occafion

written, ii. 420.

MiJJorium, or great golden difti of Adolphus king
of the Viligoths, hiftory of, iii. 254.

Mia'vjiyah, affumes the title of caliph, and makes

war againft Ali, v. 263. His charailer and reign,

26;. Lays fiege to Conftantinople, 393.
Modar, prince of the Amali, feduced by the em-

peror Theodofius, turns his arms againft his own
countrymen, ii. 631.

Moguls, primitive, their method of treating their

conquered enemies, iii. 367. Reign and con-
quefts of Zingis, vi. 289. Conquefts of his fuc-

ceflbrs, 296. See Tamerlane.
Moguntiacuni, the city of, furprifed by the Alemanni,.

ii. 518.
Mokaivkas the Egyptian, his treaty with the Saracen

Amrou, v. 337.
Monarchy Aehned, i. 72. Hereditary, ridiculous in

theory, but falutary in fadl, 204. The peculiar
objedls of cruelty and of avarice under, ii. 61.

Monaflic inftitutions, the feeds of, fown by the pri-
mitive Chriftians, i. 579. Origin, progrefs, and
confequences of, iii. 505.

Money, the ftandard and computation of, under
Conftantine the Great, and his fucceilbrs, ii. 66.
note.

Monks have embellifhed the fufferings of the pri-
mitive martyrs by fiilions, i. 651.—-, Charader of, by Eunapius, iii. 94. By Ru-
tilius, 127. Origin and hiftory of, 506. Their
induftry in making profrlytes, 512. Their obe-
dience, 514. Their drefs and habitations, 516.
Their diet, 517. Their manual labour, 518.
Their riches, 520. Their folitude, 521. Their
devotion and vifions, 522. Their divifion into

the clafles of Coenobites md Anachorcts, 523.
, Suppreffion of, at Conltaniinople, by Con-

ftantine V. V. 102.

Monophyfites of the Eaft, hiftory of the LSl of, iv.

602.

Monothelite controverfy, account of, iv. 586.

MonteJ'quieu, his delcription of the military govern-

ment of the Roman empire, i. 233. His opinion

that the degrees of freedom in a ilate are mea-
fured by taxation, controverted, ii. 61.

Montius, quaeftor of the palace, is fent by the em-
peror Conftantius, with Domiiian, to corredl the

adminiftration of Galliis in the Eaft, ii. 132.
Is put to death there, 133.

Moors of Barbary, their miferable poverty, iv. 149.
Their invafion of the Roman province puniftied

by Solomon the Eunuch, 159.

Morea is reduced by the Turks, vi. 512.

Morofini, 'I'homas, eleded patriarch of Conftanti-

nople by the Venetians, vi. 176.

Mojcilama, an Arabian chief, endeavours to rival

Mahomet in his prophetical charaiter, v. 277.

Mofes, the doftrine of the immortality of the foul

not inculcated in his law, i. 560. His languinary

laws compared with thofe of hnmet, v. 229., charaiter of bis work De rebus Chrifiiaitis

ante Conflantinum, iv. 533. note.

Moflemah the Saracen befieges Conftantinople,

V. 398.
Motajenk
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Motajfem, the laft caliph of the Saracens, his wars

with the Greek emperor Theophilus, v. 4-13. Is

killed by the Moguls, vi. 300.

Mourzoufle, ufurps the Greek empire, and dellroys

Ifaac Angelas, and his fon Alexius, vi. 161. Is

driven from Conftantinople by the Latins, 165.

His death, 180.

Moufa, the fon of Bajazet, invefted with the king-

dom of Anatolia, by Tamerlane, vi. 353. His

reign, 366.

Mozarabes, in the hiftory of Spain, explained, v.

Municipal Clues, their advantages, i. 44.

Muratori, his literary charadler, vi. 618. note.

Murfa, battle of, between the emperor Conftantius,

and the ufurper Magnentius, ii. 119.

Mtifa the Saracen, his conquell of Spain, v. 373.

His difgrace, 376. His death, 378.

Muflapha, the iuppofed fon of Bajazet, his ftory,

vi. 365.
Muta, battle of, between the forces of the emperor

Heraclius and thofe of Mahomet, v. 243.

Mygdonius, river, the courfe of, flopped by Sapor

king of I'erfia, at the fiege of Nifibis, ii. 108.

Narbomie is befieged by Theodoric, and relieved by
count Litoriuf, lii. 398.

Nacoragan, the Perfian general, his defeat by the

Romans, and cruel fate, iv. 262.

NaiJ/lis, battle of, between the emperor Claudius

and the Goths, i. 35 1.

Naples is befieged and taken by Eelifarius, iv. 171.
Extent of the dutchy of, under the exarchs of
Ravenna, 444.

Nar/ei, his embafly from Sapor king of Perlia to

the emperor Conllantius, ii. 151.

HarJ'es, king of Perfia, prevails over the pretenfions

of his brother Hormuz, and expels Tiridates king

of Armenia, i. 445. Overthrows Galerius, 446.
Is furprifed and routed by Galerius, 449. Ar-
ticles of peace between him and theKomans, 453.

Nar/esy the Perfian general of the emperor Maurice,
reftores Chofroes 11. king of Perfia, iv. 477. His
revolt againft Phocas, and cruel death, 501.

Narfes, the eunuch, his military promotion, and
dilTenfion with Belifarius, iv. 194. His charac-

ter and expedition to Italy, 298. Battle of Ta-
gina, 302. Takes Rome, 304. Reduces and
kills Teias, the lall king of the Goths, 306. De-
feats the Fianks and Alemanni, 309. Governs
Italy in the capacity of exarch, 312. His dif-

grace, and death, i^z't.

Haulohatus, a chief of the Heruli, enters into the
Roman fervice, and is made conful, i. 323.

Namy of the Roman empire defcribed, i. 22.

JSIazarene church at Jerulalem, account of, i. 544.
Nazarius the Pagan orator, his account of miracu-

lous appearances in the ilcy in favour of Conilan-
tine the Great, ii. 199.

Ncbridius, prsetorian prasfeft in Gaul, is maimed
and fuperfedej, by his indifcret oppofition to ikj•

troops of Julian, ii. 328.

Negroes of Africa, evidences of their intelledual in-

feriority to the re.1 of mankind, ii. 540.
NeSJ.-'rius is chofen archbifliop of Conftantinople,

iii. 23.

Nennius, his account of the arrival of the Saxons in

Britain, different from that of Gildas, Bede, and
Witikind, iii. 611. note.

Nepos, Julius, is made emperor of the Weft by Leo
tlie Great, iii. 490.

Nepotian, account of his revolt in Italy, ii. 122.

Nero perfecutes the Chriftians as the incendiaries of

Rome, i. 6
',7.

Nerua, emperor, his charafler, and prudent adop-

tion of Trajan, i. 91.
Nejlorius, archbilhop of Conftantinople, his charac-

ter, iv. 551. His herefy concerning the incar-

nation, 552. His difpute with Cyril of Alexan-
dria, 553. Is condemned, and degraded from
his epilcopal dignity, by the council of Ephefus,

556. Is exiled, 561. His death, 563. His
opinions ftill retained in Perfia, 593. Miffions

of his difciples in the Eaft Indies, 596.
*

Nevers, John count of, difaftrous fate of him and
his party at the battle of Nicopolis, vi. 324.

Nice becomes the capital refidence of fultan Soli-

man, V. 675. Siege of, by the firft crufaders,

vi. 40.

Nicephorus I. emperor of Conftantinople, v. 27.

His wars with the Saracens, 433. His death, 54;.
Nicephorus II. Phocas, emperor of Conftantinople,

V. 48. His military en terprizes, 458.
Nicephorus HI. Botaniates, emperor of Conftanti-

nople, V. 63. Was raifed to the throne by fultan

Soliman, 674.
Nicetas, fenator of Conftantinople, his flight, on

the capture of the city by the Latins, vi. i68.

His brief hiftory, 170. note. His account of the

ftatues deftroyed at Conftantinople, 171.

Nicholas, patriarch of Conftantinople, oppofes the

fourth marriage of the emperor Leo the philofo-

pher, V. 44.
NichclasV . pope, his charadler, vi. 429. How in-

terefted in the fall of Conftantinople, 477•
Nicomea'ia, the court of Diocletian held there, and

the city embelliftied by'him, i. 457. The church

of, demoliftied by Diocletian, 682. His palace

fired, 686.

Nicopolis, battle of, between fultan Baja'Set, and
Sigifmond king of Hungary, vi. 323.

Nika, the fedition of, at Conftantinople, iv. 64.
Nine-veh, battle of, between the emperor Heraclius,

and the Perfians, iv. 523.
Nifibis, the city of, defcribed, and its obftinate de-

fence againft the Perfians, ii. 107. Is yielded to

Sapor by treaty, 465.
Nizam, the Perfian vizir, his illuftrious charadler,

and unhappy fatCj v, 671.
Noah,
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Kr^h, Ills i.'k very convenient for refolving the dif-

licuities of Mofaic antiquarians, , 26;.^!, a title ihvcnteJ by Conitintinc the

Great, to diftinguilh his nephew Kaiinibalianus,

ii. 87.

Noriiriim defcribed, i. 27.

Kormaiis, thtir fettlement in the province of Nor-
mandy in France, v. 58S. Their intioduilion to

Italy, 589. They ferve in Sicily, 591. They
conquer Apulia, 592. Their char.it1er, 59;.
Their treaty with the pope, 597.

Kcvatians arc exempted by Conilantine the Great,

m a particular edld from the general pen'.ities of

hercfy, ii, z%•^. Are cruelly pcrfecuted by Ma-
cedoniui bilhop of Conliantinople, 299.

Ki-vcls of JuiHviian, how Foimed, and their cha-

racter, iv. :;6.

NouredMn, f.iltan, his exalted charafler, vi. 87.

Nubia, coiiverllon of, to Chriilianity, iv.615.

Kumciian, the fon of Carus, fucceeds his father in

the empire, in corjunclion with his brother Cari-

nus, i. 412.
Isumidia, its extent at different a:ras of the Roman

hiftory, i. 32.

Qofis, in the deferts of Lybia, defcribed, iii. 289.

ncte. Three places under this name pointed out,

iv. 562. note.

Obedience, pailive, theory and pradlice of the Chrif-

lian doflrine of, ii. 187.

Obelifis, Egyptian, the purpofe of their ereflion,

ii. 146.

Oblations to the cht:rch, origin of, i. 591.
Obligations, human, the' fources o', iv. 393. Laws

of the Romans refpeiiifig, 394.
Odtnathus, the Palmyrene, his iuccefiful oppofition

to Sapor king of Perfia, i. 330. Is a/locjated in

the empire by Gallienus, 337. Charafter and
fate of his queen Zenobia, 365.

Odin, the long reign of his family in Sweden, i. 272.

note. His hiliory, 293.
Odoacer the f.rft Barbarian king of Italy, iii. 494.

His chatailer and reign, 500. Refigns all the

Roman ccnquefts beyOnd the Alps, to Euric king
of the Vifigoth.s 558. Is reduced and killed by
Theodoric the Oftrogoth, iv. 10.

Ohud, battle of, between Mahomet and Abu So-
phian prince of Mecca, v. 2^3.

Oiga, princefs of Ruflla, her baptifm, v. 574.
O/Vfi, its introduftion into the weftern world, i. 64.

Olybrius is raifed to the Weltern empire by count

Ricimer, iii. 488.

Olynfic games compared with the tournaments of

the Goths, vi. 28.

Olympiodorus, his account of the magnificence of the

city of Rome, iii. 199. His account of the mar-

riage of Adolphus king of the Vifigoths, with the

princefs Placidia, 253.
Oljntpius, favourite of the emperor Honorius, alarms

VoL.VI. 4

him with unfavourable fufpicjons of the dcfign»

of Stilicho, iii. 181. Caufes Stilicho to be put
to death, 184. His difgrace, and ignominious
death," 226.

Omar, caliph of the Saracens, v. 258. His cha-
ratler, 280. His journey to Jernfalem, 321.

Ommiyab, elevation of the Jloule of, to the office of
caliph of the Saracens, v. 265. V.'hy not the

objeils of public favour, 413. Dcftruflion of,

4'5•
Oracles, Heathen, are filenceJ by Conftantine the

Great, ii. 306.
Orchnn, emir of the Oitornans, his reign, vi. 312.

Marries the dcughtcr of the Greek emperor Can-
ticuzene, 316.

Ordiaatioft of the clergy in the early ages of the
church, an accou^'it of,, ii. 216.

Orefles is fent ambaifador from Attila king of the
Huns, to the emperor Theodofius the Younger,
iii. 377. His hiliory and promotion under the

Weilern emperors, 492. His fon Augullulus, the
lall emperor of the \Veft, 493.

OreJIes, pra:tor of Egypt, is infuhed by a monkiih
mob in Alexandria, iv. 548.

Origen declares the number of primitive martyrs
to be very inconfiderable, i. 653. His con-
ference with the emprefs Mamm.-ea, 669. His
memory perfecuted by the emperor Jullinian and
his clergy, iv. 583.

Orleans befieged by Attila king of the Huns, and
relieved by .^tius and Theodoric, iii. 407.

OyJus, bilhop of Cordova, his great influence with
Conilantine the Great, ii. 202. Prevails on
Conilantine to ratify the Nicene creed, 261. Is

with difficulty prevailed on to concur in depofing
Athanafius, 283.

Ofrhocne, the fmall kingdom of, reduced by the

Romans, i. 251., his poems, whether to be conneiled with the
jnvafion of Caledonia by the emperor Severus,

i. 158. Is faid to have difputed with a ChrilliaR

miflionary, 612. note.

C^flia, the port of, defcribed, iii. 230.
Othman, caliph of the Saracens, v. 259.
Othman, the father of the Ottomans, his reign,

vi. 311.

Otho 1. king of Germany, reftores and appro-
priates the Weftern empire, v. 148. Claims by
treaty the nomination of the pope of Rome, 153.
Defeats the Turks, 557.

Otholl. depofes pope John XII. and chalKfes his

party at Rome, v. 157.
Otho, biihop of Frifingen, his charailer as an hillo-

rian, vi. 543. no:e.

Ottomans, origin and hiftory of, vi. 310. They
obtain an eftabliihment in Europe, 318.

Ovid is baniihed to the banks of the Danube,
ii. 92.

Oxyrinchus, in Egypt, monkiih piety of that city,

iii, 509.
S Pacatus,
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Paeatus, his encomium on the emperor Theodofius

ihe Great, iii. 44.

Faderaflj, how puniihed by the Scatiniati law,

iv. 407. By Jurtinian, 409.
Pagan, derivation and revolutioas of the term,

ii. 309. note.

PaganiJ'm, the ruin of, fufpended by the divifions

among the Chriftians, ii. 309. Theological fyllem

of the emperor Julian, 362.

, General review of the ecclefiaflical eftabliili-

ment and jurifdiflion of, before it was fubverted

by Chriilianity, iii. 70. Is renounced by the

Roman fenate, 76. The Pagan facrifices prohi-

bited, 78. The temples demolifhed, 80. The
ruin of, deplored by the fophifts, 93. Pagan

ceremonies revived in ChriHi.in churclies, 101.

Pal/eologus, Conflantiiie, Greek emperor, his reign,

vi. 459. Is killed in the llorm of Conftantinople

by the Turks, 499.
Palaologus, "John, emperor of Conftantinople, vi.267.

Marries the daughter of John Cantacuzene, 274.

Takes up arms againft Cantacuzene, and is re-

duced to flight, 276. ilis relloration, 277. Dif-

cord between him and his fons, 327. His treaty

with pope Innocent VJ. 383. His vifit to pope
Urban V. at Rome, 385.

Paltdogus, John II. Greek emperor, his zeal,

vi. 396. His voyage to Italy, 400.

Palaologus, Manuel, alTociated with his father John,

in the Greek empire, vi. 327. Tribute exacted

from him by fultan Bajizet, 329. His treaties

with Soliman and Mahomet, the fons of Ba-

jazet VI. 3O9. His viiit to the courts of Europe,

387. Private motives of his European negotia-

tions explained, 395. His death, 396.
Palaologus, Michael, emperor of Nice, his biief

replies to the negociations of Baldwin If. emperor

of Conftantinople, vi. 203. His family and cha-

radler, 226. His elevation to the throne, 22S.

His return to Conftantinople, 232. Blinds and

banilhes his young allbciate John Lafcaris, 234.

He is excommunicated by the patriarch Arfenias,

235. Aflbciates his fon Andronicus in the em-
pire, 237. His union with the Latin church,

238. Inftigates the revolt of Sicily, 245.

Palatines and Borderers, origin and nature of thefe

diftinftions in the Roman troops, ii. 45.
Palermo taken by Belifarius by ftratagem, iv. 167.

Palefiine, a charailer of, j. 30.

Palladium of Rome, defcribed, iii. 70. note.

Palladius, the notary, font by Valentinian to Africa

to inquire into the government of count Ro-
manus, connives with him in opprefling the pro-

vince, ii. 533.
Palmyra, defcription of, and its deftruftion by the

emperor Aurelian, i. 370.
Panatius was the firft teacher of the Stoic philofo-

phy at Rome, iv. 352. note.

PandeQs of Juliinian, how formed, iv. 359,

PanhjperfeLajlos, import of that title In the Greek
empire, v. 4^54.

Panitonia defcribed, i. 27.

Pantheon at Rome, by whom ereited, i. 53. nott.

Is converted into a Chriftian church, iii. 81.

Pantomimes, Roman, defcribed, iii. 216.

Paper, where and when the manufadure of, was
firft found out, v. 295.

Papinian, the celebrated lawyer, created praetoriaa, by the emperor lieverus, i. 152. Hie
death, i6j.

Papirius, Caius, reafons for concluding that he
could not be the author of the Jus Papirianum,

iv. 3^5. note.

Pap:fis, proportion theirnumber bore to that of the

Proieftants in England, at the beginning of the

laft century, ii. 191. note.

Para, king of Armenia, his hiftory, ii. 544. is

treacherouily killed by the Romans, 54C).

Parabolani of Alexandria, account of, iv. 547. note.

ParadiJ'e, Mahomet's, defcribed, v. 218.

Paris, defcription of that city, under the government
of Julian, ii. 177. Situation of his palace, 3 17. note.

Parthia, fubdued by Arta.xerxes king of Perfia,

i. 247. Its conftitution of government fimilar to

the feudal fyftem of Europe, 248. Recapitula-

tion of the war with Rome, 249.

Pnfchal II. pope, his troublefome pontificate, vi. 526.

Pajloral manners, much better adapted to the fierce-

ncfs of war, than to peaceful innocence, ii. 564.
/"ii.vrwa/ authority, extent of, by the Roman laws,

iv. 370. SuccelTive limitations of, 372.

Patras, extraordinary deliverance of, from the Scla-

vonians and Saracens, v. 473.
Patricians, the order of, under the Roman republic,

and under the emperors, compared, ii. 29. Under
the Greek empire, their rank explained, v. 120.

Patrick, the tutelar faint of Ireland, derivation of

his name, iii. 498. note.

Pavia, maffacie of the fiiends of Stllicho there, by

the inrtigations of Olympius, iii. 183. Is takert

by Alboin king of the Lombards, who fixes his

refidence there, iv. 429.

/•«jji/of Samofata, bithop of Antioch, his charailer

and hiftory, i. 673.
Paul, archbiihop of Conftantinople, his fatal con-

teft with his competitor Macedonius, ii. 296.

Paula, a Roman widow, her illuftrious defcent,

iii. 196. Was owner of the city of Nicopolis,

200. Her monaftic zeal, 513.

Pauiicians, origin and charadcr of, v. 521. ktb
perfecuted by the Greek emperors, 526. They
revolt, 528. They are reduced, and tranf-

planted to Thrace, 530. Their prefcnt ftate, 533.
Paulina, wife of the tyrant Maximin, foftens his

ferocity by gentle counfeli, i. 211. note.

Paulimts, mafter of the oflices to Theodofius the

Younger, his crime, and execution, iii. 320.

Paulinus, bifhop of Nola, his hiftory, iii. 246.

Paulinus, patriafch of Aquileia, flies from the Lom-
ij bards
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bards with his treafure, into the iil.ind of GraJo,
iv. 429.

Ptga/taes, the party of, among; the Roman civilians,

explained, iv. 355.
PA-in, rhe city of, taken by Zingis the Mogul em-

peror, vi. 294. -

Pelagiaii controveriy agitated by the Latin clergy,

iii. 172. And in Britain, 278.

Pdla, the ch'.irch of the N.izarenes fettled there

nn the dellnidion of Jeruldlem, i. 54;.
Pelopennefus, ftate of, under the Greek empire, v.

472. Manufaftures, 475.
Piaal ]iws of Rome, the abolition, and revival of,

iv. 402.
PenJragon, his office and power in Britain, iii. 278•
Penitentiah, of the Greek and Latin churches, hif-

tory of, vi 11.

Pepin, king of France, afliils the pope of Rome
againft the Lombards, v. ii6. Receives the title

of king by papal fanilion, 119. Grants the ex-

archate to the pope, 122.

Pcpin, John, count of Minorbino, reduces the tri-

bune Rierzi, and rellores arillocracy and church
government at Rome, vi. 590.

Pepper, its high eftimation and price at Rome, iii.

223. note.

Pere»nis, minifter of the emperor Commodus, his

great exaltation and downfal, i. 108.

Peri/abor, a city of AlTyria, reduced and burned
by the emperor Julian, ii, 435.

Perezes, king of Perfu, his fatal expedition againft

the Nephthalites, iv. 107.

PerJ'ecutions, ten, of the primitive Chriftians, a re-

view of, i. 565.

Ferfeus, amount of the treafures taken from that

prince, i. 194.

Perfia, the monarchy of, reftored by Artaxerxes,

i. 239. The religion of the magi reformed, 240.
Abridgment of the Perfian theology, 241. Sim-
plicity of their worfliip, 242. Ceremonies and
moral precepts, 243. Every other mode of wor-

Ihip prohibited but that of Zoroalter, 246. Ex-
tent and population of the country, 2;i. Jts

military power, 256. Account of the audience

given by the emperor Carus to the ambaffadors

of Varanej, 410. The throne of, qliiputed by
the brothers Narfes and Hormuz, 445. Galerius

defeated by the Perfians, 446. Narfes over-

thrown in his turn by Galerius, 449. Articles

of peace agreed on between the Perfiaiis and the

Romans, 453.
> , War betwen Sapor king of, and the emperor

Conllantius, ii. 104. Battle of Singara, 105.
Sapor invades Mefopotaraia, 153. 'J he Perfian

territories invaded by the emperor Julian, 428.
PafTage of the Tigris, 443. Julian harafled in

his retreaf, 453. Treaty of peace between Sa-

por and the emperor Jovian, 464, Reduftion of
Armenia, and death of Sapor, 541.

•—— , The filk trade, hew carried on from China
4S

through Pcrfi.i, for the fupply of the Roman em-
pire, iv. 74. Death of Pc.rozes, in an expedi-

tion againll the white Huns, 107. Review of
the reigns of Cabades, and his fon Chofroes, 233.
Anarchy of, after the death of Chofroes IL 528.
Ecclefnflical hillory of, 593.

Perfia, invafion of, by the caliph Abubeker, v. 283.
Battle of Cadefia, 284. Sack of Ctefiphon, 287.
Conqiieft of, by the Saracens, 290. The magian
religion fupplanted by Mahometifni, 384. The
power of the Arabs cruflied by the dynafty of the

Bowides, 455. Perlia fubdued by the Turks,

653.
, Conqueft of, by the Moguls, vi. 299. By

Tamerlane, 33^.
Pcrtinax, his cbarafler, and exaltation to the Im-

perial throne, i. ji8. His funeral and apotheo•
iis, 142.

Pafcennius Niger, governor of Syria, aflumes the

Imperial dignity on the death of Pertinax, i,

Peta-uius, charafler of his Dogmata Thcalogica, iv.

533. note.

Peter, brother of the Eaftern emperor Maurice, his

injurious treatment of the citizens of Azimuntium,
and flight from thence, iv. 487,

Peter I. czar of Rufiia, his conduft toward his fon,

contrafted with that of Conllantine the Great^
ii. 84.

Peter of Arragon, aiTumes the kingdom of Sicily,

vi. 247.
Peter Bartholemy, his miraculous difcovery of the

Holy Lance, vi. 52. His (Irange death, 54.
Peter of Courtenay, emperor of Conftantinople, vi.

192.

Peter the hermit, his charailer and fcheme to re-

cover the Holy Land from the infidels, vi. i.

Leads the nrlt crufaders, 18. Failure of his zeal,

5'•

Petra, the city of, taken by the Perfians, iv. 258.
Is befieged by the Romans, 259. Is demolilhed,
26».

Petrarch, his fludies and literary charafler, vi. 419.
And hiftory, 567. His account of the ruin of
the ancient buildings of Rome, 635.

Pfeffel, character of his hiftory of Germany, v. 163.
note.

Phalanx, Grecian, compared with the Roman le-

gion, i. t6.

Phara/nond, the ailions, and foundation of the

French monarchy by him, of doubtful authority,

iii. 271,
Pharas commands the Heruli, in the African war,

under Belifarins, iv. 130. Purfues Gelimer, 140.
His letter to Gelimer, 150.

Pharifees, account of that feft among the Jews, i.

560.
Phafis, river, its courfe defcribed, iv. 250.
Pheu/ant, derivation of the name ef that bird, iv,

251.
2 PhiUlphiu,
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Flilelfl'us, Francis, his charaiter of the Greek

language cf Conftantinople, vi. 415.

Pli/ip I. of France, his limited dignity and power,

vi, 6.

/.' Auguftus of France engages in the third

crufade, vi. 103.

Philip, prffitorian praifefl under the third Gordian,

raifed to the empire on his death, i. 232. Was a

favourer of the Chriftians, 671.

Philip, prstorian prsfeft of Conftantinople, con-

veys the bifhop Paul into baniihment clandef-

tinely, ii. 297.
Philippiau, emperor of Conftantinople, v. 18.

Philippopolis taken and facked by the Goths, i.

300.
Philo, a charafter of his works, ii. 239.

Philofopby, Grecian, review of the various fe£ls of,

i. 36.

Phineus, the fituation of his palace, ii. 4.

Phoctea is fettled by Genocfe, who trade in allum,

vi. 368.
Phocas, a centurion, is chofen emperor by the dif-

afiefted troops of the Eallern empire, iv. 491.

Murders the emperor IVlauiice, and his children,

493. His charailer, 495. His fall, and death,

498.
Phcenicia defcrlbed, i. 30.

Phoiius, the fon of Antonina, dillingulflies himfelf

at the fiege of Naples, iv. 205. Is exiled, 206.

Betrays his mother's vices to Bclifarius, 207.

Turns monk, 209.

Pbotius the patrician, kills himfelf to efcape the

perfecution of Juftinian, iv. 5S0.

Phctius, patriarch of Conllantinople, charafler of

h\% library, v. 5 I 3. His quarrel with the pope

of Rome, vi. 124.

Phranza, George, the Greek hiftorian, fome account

of, vi. 39. note. His embaflies, 460. His fate

on the taking of Conftantinople by the Turks,

502.
Picardy, derivation of the name of that province,

vi. I. note.

Pilate, Pontius, his teftimony in favour of Jefus

Chrift, much improved by the primitive fathers,

i. 666.

Pilpay's fsbles, hiftory and charafler of, iv. 240.

Pinna marina, a kind of filk manufailured from

the threads fpun by this filh, by the Romans,
iv. 73•

Pipa, a princefs of the Marcomanni, efpouied by

the emperor Gallienus, i. 315.

Pi/o, Calphurnius, one of tie competitors againft

Gallienus, his illuftrious family and character,

i• 335•
Pi/yus, the city of, deftroyed by the Goths, i. 318.

Placidia, daughter of Theodofius the Great, her

hiftory, and marriage with Adolphus king of the

Goths, iii. 252. Is injurioufly treated by the

ufurper Singeric, after the death of her hufbanS,

268. Her marriage wi(k ConAantius, and retreat

to Conftantinople, 3:7. Her adminiftratlon in

the Weft, as guardian of her fon the emperor

Valentiiiian 111. 332. Hillory of her daughtt•!:

Honoria, 403. Her death and burial, 429. note.

Plague, origin and nature of this difeafe, iv. 327•
Great e.xtent, and long duration of that in the

reign of juftinian, 33:.
Plato, his theological fyftem, ii. 237. Is received

by the Alexandrian Jews, 239. And expounded
by St. John the Evangelift, 240. The theologi-

cal fyftem of the emperor Julian, 362.

Platonic philofophy introduced into Italy, vi. 42S.

Plato-nifls, new, an account of, i. 474. Unite with

the heathen priefts to oppofe the Chriftians, 679.
Plautianus, pra;torian prsfed under the emperor Se-

verus, his hiftory, i. 152.

Plebeians of Rome, ftate and charafter cf, iii. zil.

Pliny the Younger, examination of his condudl to-

ward the Chrillians, i. 64.
Poet laureat, a ridiculous appointment, vi. 56S.

note,

Pcggius, his refleftions on the ruin of ancient Rome,
VI. 619.

Poitiers, battle of, between Clovis king of the

Franks, and Alaric king of the Goths, iii. 577.
Pclkntia, battle of, between Stilicho the Roman

general, and Alaric the Goth, iii. 150.

Polytheifm of the Romans, its origin, and efFeils,.

i. 35. How accounted for by the primitive Chrif-

tians, 552. Scepticifm of the people at the time

of the publication of Chriftianity, 601. The
Chriftians, why more odious to the Pagans than

the Jews, 624.— , The niin of, fufpended by the divifions

among ChriftiaifS, ii. 309. Theological fyftem

of the emperor Julian, 562.

, Review of the Pagan ccclefiaftical eftabliih•

ment, iii. 70. Revival of, by the Chr'ftia»

monks, 99.
Pompeianus, prsfeft of Rome, propofes to drive

Alaric from the walls by fpells, iii. 221.

Pompeianus, Ruricius, general under Maxentius,

defeated and killed by Conftantiue the Great,

i. 7.
Pompey, his difcretional exercife of power during his

command in the Eaft, i. 76. Increafe of the tri-

butes of Afra by his conquefts, 194.

Pontiffs, Pagan, their juriidiftion, iii. 70.

Ponti/ex Maximus, in Pagan Rome, by whom that

office was exercifed, ii. 211.

Popes of Rome, the growth of their power, v. 102.

Revolt o.*', from the Greek emperors, 107. Origin

of their temporal dominion, 122. Publication of

the Decretals, and of the fiilitious donation of

Conftantine the Great, 125. Authority cf the

German emperors in their eleftion, 151. Violent

diftrailions in their eleflion, 153.

, Foundation of their authority at Rome,
vi." 521. Their mode of eleilion fettled, 550.

Schifra in the papacy, 599. They acquire the

abfelute.
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abfolute dominion of Rome, 613. The cccleft-

nliical government, 616.
Population o( Rome, a computaiion of, iii. 217.
Porcaro, Suphen, his confjjiracy at Rome, vi. 610.
Po/ibumus, the Reman general under the emperor

Gallienui, defends Gaul againft the incurfions of
the Krank?, i. 311. Is killed by his mutinous
troops, 363.

Po^wer, abfolute, the exercife of, how checked,
V. 4c;6.

Pnrfeif oi ihc {.\crcA bed-chimber, under Conilan-
tine the Great, his office, ii. 51.

Prttfeiis of Rome and Conftantinople, under the em-
perors, the nati'.rc of thtir olnces, ii. 34.. The
oftice revived at Rome, vi. 53-.

Pia-texlatus, pra?fefl of Rome under Valentinian,
his charafter, ii.

51.J..

Pr<ttorian bsnds, in the Roman army, an account
of, i. 128. 'I'hey fell the empire of Rome by
public auftion, 130. Are difgraced by the em-
peror Severus, 141. A new eftabliihment of
ihem, 151. Authority of the praetorian pra:feft,

152. Are reduced, their privileges aboliihed,

and their place fuppljed, by the Jovians and Her-
. ciilesns, 459. 'Fheir defperate courage under
Maxentius, 510. Are totally fupprelled by Con-
ll.intine the Great, 513.

Pratcricn prsftft, revolutions of this office under
the emperors, ii. 31. Their fundions when ic

became a civil office, 33.
Prators of Rome, the nature and tendency of their

ediils cvplained, iv. 341.
Preiching, a fur;r• of devotion unknown in the

temples of Paganilm, ii. 226. Ufe, and abufe
of, 227.

Predtfiinatios, influence of the doflrine of, on the

Saracens and Turks, v. 231.

prefiyurs, among the primitive Chriftians, the of-

hce explained, i. 583.

Prefier, 'John, origin of the romantic flories con-
cerning, iv. 597,

Priffls, nodifiinct order of men among the ancient

Pagans, i. 600. ii. 212.

PrUfilcy, Dr. tlie ultimate tendency of his opinions,

pointed out, v. 540. note.

Primogeniture, the preiogative of, unknown to the

Roman law, iv. 388.

/"WniTi• of the waters, in Periia, his office, iv. 237.
note.

Prifcillian, bifhop of Avila in Spain, is, with his

followers, put to death for herefy, iii. 2u.

Prifcus the hiftorian, his converfation with a captive

Greek, in the camp of Attila, iii. 370. His cha-
rade r, 377, note.

Prifcus, the Greek general, his fucceifes againft the

Avars, iv. 488.

Prcba, widow of the prjefeft Petroniiis, her flight

from the fack of Rome by Alaric, iii. 243.
Probiis afTumes the Imperial dignity in oppojition to

florianus, i, 393, His charaiter and hiitory, 394.

Probus, pr.otorian prsfeit of lllyricum, preferves

Sirmiiini from the Quadi, ii. 554.
Probus, Sicorius, his embafly from the emperor Dio-

cletian to Narfes king of Perfia, i. 451,
Procida, John of, inlligatcs the revolt of Sicily from

John of Anjou, vi. 247.
Proclus, liory of his extraordinary brazen mirror,

iv. 89.
Prcchis, the platonic philofopher of Athens, his fu-

perllition, iv. 1 17.

Praconjids of Afia, Achaia, and Africa, their office,

ii. 30.

Procopia, wife of the Greek emperor Michael I. her
martial inclinations, v. 28.

Pncopius, his hiiiory, and revolt againft Valens,

emperor of the Eaft, ii. 4S9. Is reduced, and
put to death, 495. His accou-at of the teftament

of the emperor Arcadius, iii. 311. His account of
Britain, 6z6. Charadter of his hiiloriei, iv. 48.
Accepts the office of fecretary under Beiifarius,

127. His defence of the Roman archers, 130.
His account of the defolation 01 the African pro-
vince by war, 277.

Proculians, origin of the feft of, in the Roman civil

law, iv. 354.
Proculus, bis extraordinary charader, and his rebel-

lion againft Probus in Gaul, i. 4^5.
Prodigies in ancient hillory, a philolophical refolu-

tion of, ii, 19^.

Promijes, under what clrcumftances the Roman law
enforced the fulfilment of, iv. 394.

Promotus, mafter-geneial of the infantry under
Theodofius, is ruined by the enmity of Rufinus,

iii. 106.

Property, perfonal, the origin of, iv. 384. How
ufcertained by the Roman laws, 3^5;. I'eftamen-

'

tarv difpol'it'.rns of, how introduced, 390.

Prophets, their office among the primitive Chriftians,

i. 5S3.

Propontis defcribed, ii. 6.

Proterias, patriarch of Alexandria, his martial epif-

copacy, and violent death, iv. 571.
Protefiants, their refiftance of oppreffion, not con-

filient with the praifiice of the primitive Chriftians,

ii. 180. Proportion of their number, to that of
the Catholics, in France, at the beginning of the

laft century, igi. noH. Eftimate of tlieir refor-

mation of Popery, v. 536.
Protojibajios-, import of that title in the Greek em-

pire, V. 48.1..

Proverbs, the book of, why not likely to be the

production of king Solomon, iv. 153. note.

Pro'vinces of the Roman empire deicribed, i. 23.

Diftindion between Latin and Greek provinces,

4;. Account of the tributes received froth, 194.

i'heir number and government after the feat of

empire was removed to Conftantinople, ii. 37.

Prufa, concjueft of, by the Ottomans, vi. 312., emigration of the Goths to, i. 295.

Pukheria, iiii^i of the emptrcr Theoaofins the

Younger,



GENERAL INDEX.
Younger, hercharailer and admlr.iilration,iii 314.
Her leiTons to her br ther, 316. Her contells

wi;h the cmprefs Eudocia, •?20. Is proclaimed

emprefs of the Eall, on the death of Theodofius,

390. Her death and canonization, 469.
Purple, the rcyal colour of, among the ancients, far

furpafled by the modern difcovery of cochineal,

iv. 71. note.

Prgmies of Africa, ancient fabulous account of,

li. 539.

a.
Quadi, the inroads of, puniihed by the emperor

Conllantius, ii. \ \y . Revenge the treacherous

murder of their king Gnbinius, 554.^;, hillorical revieiv of this office, ii. 53.

^ejlion, criminal; how exercifed under the Roman
emperors, ii. 59.

Sluintilian brothers, IVIaximus and Condianus, their

hillory, i. 107.

^intilius, brother of the emperor Claudius, his in-

effedlual effort to fucceed him, i. 353.
^intus Curtiiu, an attempt to decide the age in

which he wrote,, i. 230 note.

Sluirites, the effcft of that word when oppofed to

Joldien, i. 191 . note.

R
Radagaifus, king of the Goths, his formidable in-

valion of Italy, iii. 162. His lavage charailer,

165. Is reduced by Stilicho, and put to death,

167.

Radigei-, king of the Varni, compelled to fulfil his

murimonial obligations by a Briciih heroine,

iii. 626.

Rr.inadai'., the month of, how obferved by the
Turks, V. 214.

Rando, a chieftain of the Alemanni, his unprovoked
attack of Moguntiacum, ii. 518.

Ravenna, the ancient city of, defcribed, iii. 157.
The emperor Honorius fixes his refidence there,

159. Invafion of, by a Greek fleet, v. 109. is

taken by the Lombards, and recovered by the

Venetians, 114. Final conquelt of, by the Lom-
bards, 115. The exarchate of, bellowed by Pepin
on the pope, izz.

Raymond of Tholoufe, the cru fader, his charafler,

vi. 24. His route to ConlUntir.opIe, 30. His
bold behaviour there, 36.

Raymr.nd, count of ripoli, betrays Jerufalem into

the hands of Saladin, vi. 96.
Ruynal, ^'ibbe, miftaken in aircrting that Conftan-

tine the Great fupprefled Pagfin worlhip, ii. 304.
Rebels, who the mort inveterate of, v. 1528.

Recared, the firll Ca;holic king of Spain, converts

his Gi-thic fubjefts, iii. 550.
Reformation from popery, the amount of, eftimated,

V. 530. A fecr t reformation llill working in the

reformed churche.s, 539.
Rein-deer, this animal driven northward by the im-

provement of tJimate from cultivation, i. 261.

Relics, the worfiiip of, introduced by the monks,
iii. 94. A valuable cargo of, imported from
Conftantinople by Louis IX. of France, vi. 201.

Remigius, bilhop of Rheims, converts Clovis king
or the Franks, iii. 565.

Repentance, its high efteem, and extenfive Operation,

among the primitive Chrifliins, i. 573.
Refurrcdion, general, the Mahometan doilrine of,

V. 21 5.

Retiarius, the mode of his combat with the fecutor,

in the Roman amphitheatre, i. 116.

Revenues of the primitive church, how diflributed,

i. 594. ii. 221 Of the Roman empire, when
removed to Conllantinople, a review of, ii. 6i.

Rh^teum, city of, its fuuation, ii, 9.

Rhist a defcribed, i. 27.

Rhaxates, the Perfian general, defeated and killed

by the emperor Heraclius, iv. 523.
Rhetoric, the ftudy of, congenial to a popular Hate,

iv. 1 1 3.

Rhine, the banks of, fortified by the emperor Va-
lentinian, li. 520.

Rhodes, account of the coIoiTus of, v. 331. The
knights of, vi. 314.

Richard I. of England, engages in the third crufade,

vi. 103. Bellows the illand of Cyprus on the

houfe of Lufignan, 131. Hia reply to the ex-

hortations of I'ulk of Neiiilly, 13;.
Richard, monk of Cirenceiler, his literary charac-

ter, iii. 275. note.

Ricimer, count, his hillory, iii. 451. Permits Ma-
jorian to aifume the Imperial dignity in the Well-

ern empire, 453. Enjoys fupreme power under
cover of the name of the emperor Libiuj Severus,

464. Marries the daughter of the emperor An-
thernius, 472. Sacks Rome, and kills Anthe-
mius, 4S5. His death, 490.

Rie/izi, i\icho)as di, his birth, charafler, and hif-

tory, vi. 572.
Roads, Roman, the conllruilion and great extent of",

i. 61.

Rohert of Courtenay, emperor of Conftantinople,

vi. 194.
Robert, count of Flanders, his charadler and en-

gagement in the firit crufade, vi. 23.

Robert, duke of Normandy, his charailer and en-

gagement in the firft crufade, vi. 23. Recalled

by the cenfures of the church, 51.

Roderic, the Gothic king of Spain, his defeat and
death by Tarik the Arab, v. 368.

Rodugune, probable origin of her charailer, in Rowe's
Koyal Convert, iii. 626.

Roger, count of Sicily, his exploits, and conquell of
thai illand, v. 606.

Roger, fon of the former, the firft king of Sicily,

v. 626. His military atchievements in Africa

and Greece, 629.

Roger de Flor, engages as an auxiliary in the fer-

vice of the Greek emperor Andronicus, vi. 249.
His aiTaHInation, 251.

Rotnanut
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Jicma/tus I. Lecapenus, empeior of Coiulantinople,

*• 45-
lieumnus . emperor of Confiantinople, v. 48.

RcKitnus HI. Argirus, emperor of Coiiftantinople,

^'• 54•
Romaius IV. Diogenes, emperor of Conllantinop!e,

V. 61. Is de/catcd and taken prifoner by the

Turkiih ftiUan Alp Arflsn, 66z. Hi3 treatment,

deliverance, and death, 604.

Romattiii, count, governor of Africa, his corrupt ad-

miniflration, ii. 5^3.
Romanus, governor of Bofra, betrays it to the Sara-

cens, V. 3C0.

Romi, the three periods of Its decline pointed out,

i. Preface. Its profperous circumliances in the

fecond century, 1. Tlie principal conquelh of,

atchieved under the republic, 2. Conquefts un-

der the emperors, 4. Military eflablifhment of

the emperors, 11. Is^aval force of the empire,

22. View of the provinces of the empire, 23.

Its general extent, 33. The union and internal

profperiiy of the empire, in the age of tlie Anto-

nines, accounted for, 34. Treatment of the

provinces, 42. Benefits included in the freedom

of the city, 45. Diitindion betAeen the Latin

and Greek provinces, il'id. Prevalence of the

Greek, as a feientific language, 47. Numbers
and condition of the Roman ilaves, 48. Popu-
loufnefs of the empire, 51. Unity and power of

the government, 52. Monuments of Roman
srchiteflure, 53. The Roman magnificence chiefly

difplayed in public buildings, 57. Principal

cities in the empire, 58. Public roads, 61.

G)eat improvements of agriculture in the weftern

countries of the empire, 63. Arts of luxury, 65.

Commerce with the Eaft, 66. Contemporary
reprefentaiion of the profperity of the empire, 6S.

Decline of courage and genius, 69. A review

of public aliairs after the battle of Aftium, 72.

The Imperial power and dignity confirmed to

Auguftus by the ferate, 74. The various charac-
|

ters and poaers wefted in the emperor, 78. Ge-
neral idea of the Imperial fyllem, 83. Abortive

attempt of the fenate to refume its rights after

the murder of Caligula, 87. The emperors af-

fotiate their intended fucceifcrs to power, 90.

The moll happy period in the Roman h.ilory

pointed out, <j6. Their peculiar mifery under

their tyrants, 97. The empire publicly fold by
auilion by the prstorian guards, 130. Civil

wars of the Romans, how generally decided, 146.
When the army lirft received regular pay, 193.
How the citizens were relieved from taxation,

194. General ellimate of the Roman revenue

from the provinces, 196. Miferies flowing from
•he fuccefllon to the empire being eleeiive, zoj.

fummary review of the Roman hificry, 235.
Recapitulation of the war with Parthia, 249.
Invalion of the provinces by the Goths, 2981

The office of cenfor revived by the emperor De-

cius, 301. Peace purchafed of the Goths, 30J,
The emperor Valerian taken prifoner by Sapor
king of lerfia, 327. The popular conceit of the

thirty tyrants of Rome -inveiligated, 333. Fa-
mine and pelHIencc throughout the cmp-re, 34I.
The city (ortified againft the inroid.s of the Ale^
nianni, 362. Reuiarks on the alleged feditioa

of the officers of the mint under Aurelian, 378.
Obltr.ations on the peaceful interregnum after

the death of Aurelian, 384. Colonies of bar-
barians introduced into the provinces by I'robus,

402. Exhibition of the public games by Ca-
rinas, 415. Treaty of peace between the Per-
fians and the Romans, 453. The lall triumph
celebrated at Rome, 45,. How the Imperial
courts came to be transferred to Milan and Ni-
comedia, 457. The praetorian bands fuperfeded
by the Jovian and Herculean guards, 49. The
p^wer of the fenate annihilated, il?i,{. Four
divifions of theempire under fourconjunft princes,

464. Their expenfive eftablifiiments call for

more burdenfome taxes, ivUi Diocletian and
Maximian abdicate the empire, 465. Six em-
perors exiiling at one time, 493. The fenate
and people apply to Conftantine to deliver them
from the tyranny of Maxentius, 502. Conftan-
tine enters the city vidorious, 511. Laws of
Conftantine, 524. Conftantine remains fole em-
peror, 534. Hillory of the progrefs and efta-

blifhment of Chriftianity, 535. Pretenlions of
the bifhop of Rome, whence deduced, 589.
State of the church at Rome at the time of the
perfecution by Nero, io8. Narrative of the fire

of Rome, in the reign of Nero, 636, The
ChrilUans perfecuted as the incendiaries, 637.
The memo.'able ediiis of Diocletian and his

aflbciates againit the Chriliians, 683.—— , Account of the building and eilabliihment of
tiie rival city of Conftantincple, ii. 3. New
forms of adminiftration eftablifhed there, 23. Di-
vifion of the empire among the fons of Conftan-
tine, ICO. Eftablifhmenc of Chriftianity as the
national religion, 211. Tumults excited by the
rival bilhops, Libeiius and Fa:Iix, 294. Pagan-
ifm reftired by Julian. 371. And Chriftianity

by Jovian, 478. The empire divided into the
3. Wejl, by the emperor Valcntinian, 489.

Civil inft'itutions of Valeniinian, 502. The crafty

avarice of the clergy reiiraitied by Valentini.tn,

510. Bloody conteft of Damafus and Urfinus
fur the biftiDpric of Rome, 513. Great earth-

quake, 561.

f The emperor Theodofius vifits the city, iii. 42.
Inquiry into the caufi or^he corruption of morals
in his reign, 66. Review of the Paean eftablifh-

ment, 70. The Pagan religit,n rcn, vmced by the
fenate, 76. Sacrificed prohibited, 78. The Pa-
gan religion prohibr'.ed, 88. Triumph of Ho.
norius and Stilicho, over Alaric the Goth, iri-.

Alaric encamps uuder the walls of the city, ; 94.
Retxofpeft
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Retrofpefl of the ftate of the city when beficged

by Hannibal, 194. Wealth of the nobles, and
maonificence of the ciiy, 199. Charafter of the

nobles of, by Atnmianus Marcellinus, 202. State

and charadler of the common people, 21 1. Public

diilribetions of bread, See. 212. Public baths,

214. Games and fpeilacjes, 215. Attempts to

afcertain the population of the city, 217. The
citizens fuft'er by famine, 220. Plague, 221.

The retreat of Alaric purchafed by a ranfom,

223. Is agnin befieged by Alaric, 230. The
fenate unites with him in eleiling Aftalus em-
peror, 231. The city ieized by Alaric, and

plundered, 235. Coinparifon between this event,

and the fack of Rome by the emperor Charles V.

244- Alaric quits Rome, and ravages Italy,

246. Laws pafled for the relief of Rome, and

Italy, 255. Triumph of Honorius for the re-

duiiion of Spain by Wallia, 270. Is preferved

from the hands of Attila by a ranfom, 424. Indi-

cations of the ruin of the empire, at the death of

Valentinian III. 432. Sack of the city by Gen-
feric king of the Vandals, 440. The public

buildings of, protefled from depredation by the

laws of Majorian, 457. Is facked again by the

patrician Ricimer, 489. Augullulus, the laft

emperor of the Weft, 493. The decay of the

Roman fpirit remarked, 500. Hiftory of mo-
naflic inftitutions in, 509. General obfer-

vations on the hiftory of the Roman empire,

629.
i?w//i — Italy conquered by Theodoric the Oilrogoth,

iv, 10. Profperity of the city under his govern-

ment, 23. Account of the four factions in the

circus, 613. Firft introduction of filk among the

Romans, 72. The office ofconful fupprefl'ed by

Juflinian, 119. The city receives Belifarius,

175• Siege of, by the Goths, 176. Diftrefsful

fiege of, by Totila the Goth, 284. Is taken,

287. Is recovered by Belifarius, 290. Is again

taken by Totila, 295. Is taken by the eunuch

Narfes, 304. Extinilion of the fenate, 305.
The city degraded to the fecorid ra:ik under the

exarchs of Ravenna, 313. A review of the Ro-
man laws, 332. Extent of the dutchy of, under

the exarchs of Ravenna, 444. Miferable ftate of
the city, 453. Pontificate of Gregory the Great,

458.

, The government of the city new modelled
under the popes, after their revolt from the

Greek emperors, v. 111. Is attacked by the

Lombards, and delivered by king Pepin, 114.

The office and rank of exarchs and patricians

explained, 120. Reception of Charlemagne by

pope Adrian I. 121. Origin of the temporal

power of the popes, 123. Mode of eleiVing a

pope, 152. Is menaced by the Saracens, 438.
Profperous pontificate of Leo IV. 440. Is be-

fieged and taken by the emperor Henry III.

621. Great part of the city burnt by Robert

Guifcard, in the caufe of pope Giegory VII.
623.

Rouii, the hiftory of, refume.i, after the capture of

Conftantinople by the 7'utks vi. 51 8. Freo'ch

and German emperors of, 519 Authority of the

popes, 521. Keiloration oi the republican form
of government, 533. Office of fenator, 539.
Wars againft the neighbouring cities, 547. in-

ilitution of the Jubilee, 557. Revolution in the

city, by the tribnne Rleiizi, 572. Calamities

flowing from the fchifm of the papacy, 600.
Statuies and government of the city, 608. Por-

caro's confplracy, 610. The ecclefialUcal go-

vernment of, 616. Renedions of Pcggius on
the ruin of the city, 619. Four principal cauics

of its ruin fpecified, 623. The Collfeuni of

Titus, 635. Relloration and ornaments of the

city, 643.
Romilda, the betrayer of Friuli to the Avars, her

cruel treatment by them, iv. 507.
Ro/amond, daughter of Cunimund king of the Ge-

pidae, her marriage with Aiboin king of the
Lombards, iv. 422. Confpires his murder, 431.
Her flight and death, 432.

Roum, the Seljukian kingdom of, formed, v. 675.
Rudbeek, Olaus, fummary abridgment of the argu-

ment in his Atlantica, i. 264.

Riifinus, the confidential minifter of the emperor
Theodofius the Great, llimulates his cruelty

againft Theflalonica, iii. 5 •. His charafter and
adminillration, 105. His death, i ig.

Rugilas the Hun, his fettlement in Hungary, iii.

355-
Runic charailcrs, the antiquity of, traced, i. 265.

note,

Ruffia, origin of the monarchy of, v. 560. Geo-
graphy and trade of, 563. Naval expeditions

of the Ruffians againft Conftantinople, 566,
Reign of the czar Swatoflaus, 570. The Ruf-
fians converted to Chriftianity, 574. Is con-
quered by the Moguls, vi. 302.

Ruj}an, a Perlian nobleman, a faying of his, ex-

prellive of the danger of living under d:fpots,

i. 98.

Rutllius, his charaSer of the monks of Capraria,

iii. J27.

Sahellius the herefiarch, his opinions afterward

adopted by his antagcnifts, ii. 246. Hisdoilrine

of the Trinity, 250. The Sabeilians unite with

the Tritheifts at the council of Nice to overpower
the Arians, 252.

Fabians, their aftronomical mythology, v. 194.
Sab-nian obtains the command of the Eaftern pro-

vinces from Conftaiuiji, ii. 158.
Sablnian, general of the Eaft, is defeated by Theo-

doric ihe Oftrogoth king of Italy, iv. 19.

Sabinians, origin of the feft of, in the Ruinan civil

law, iv. 354.
Sadducees,
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SaMtcict, account of that fed among tlie Jews,

i. 560.

Siiladin, his birth, promotion, and character, vi. 92.

Conquers the kingdom of Jerufalcm, 97. llis

ineffettual fiege of Tyre, 100. Siege of Acre,

102. His negociitions with Richard I. of Eng-
land, 106. His death, 108.

Salerno, account of the medical fchool of, v. 604.

5rt//£• laws, hillory oT, iii. 583.

Sallufi, the priefed, and friend of the emperor Ju-

lian, declines the offer of the diadem on his death,

ii. 4.61. Declines it again, on the death of Jo-

vian, 484. Is retained in his employment by the

emperor Valentinian, 488.

Sallhft, the hiftorian, by what funds he raifed his

palace on the Quirinal hill, iii. 241. note.

Salona, the retreat of the emperor Diocletian, de-

fcribed, i. 470.
Sahian, his account of the diilrefs and rebellion of

the Bagaudae, iii. 434. note.

Samauides, the Saracen dynally of, v. 454.
Samaritans, perfecution and extinftion of, by the

emperor Juftinian, iv. 581.

Samuel the prophet, his allies conveyed to Conftan-

tinople, iii. 95.
Sajor, king of Perfia, procures tlie afiaflination of

Chofroes king of Armenia, and fcizes the coun-

try, i. 326. Defeats the emperor Valerian, and

takes him prifoner, 327. Sets up Cyriades as

fuccelTor to Valerian in the Roman empire, 328.

Over-runs Syria, Cilicia, and Cappadocia, iiii/.

His death, 372.

Sapor, the fon of Hormouz, is crowned king of

Perfia before his birth, ii. loi. His charader

and early heroifm, 102. Haraffes the eallein

provinces of the Roman empire, 104. Battle of

Singara, againft the emperor Conilantius, 105.

His fon brutally killed by Conilantius, led.

His feveral attempts on Nifibis, 107. Con-
cludes a truce with Conilantius, 109. His haugh-

ty propofitions to Conilantius, 151. Invades

Mefopotamia, 153. Reduces Amida, 156. Re-
turns home, 157. His peaceful overtures to the

emperor Julian, 415. His conilernaiion at the

fuccefles of Julian, 447. Haraifes the retreat of

the Romans, 453. His treaty with the emperor

Jovian, 464. His redudion of Armenia, and
death, 541.

Saracen, various definitions of that appellation,

v. i8i. note.

Saracens, fucceffions of the caliphs of, v. 258. Their

rapid conquells, 281. Conqueil of Perfia, 290.

Siege of Damafcus, 300. Battle of Yermuck,
and conqueil of Syria, 317. Of Egypt, 331.
Invaiions of Africa, 349. Their military cha-

rader, 502.

Sarbar, the Perfian general, joins the Avars in be-

fieging Conllaniinople, iv. 519. Revolts to the

emperor Heraclius, 522.

Sardinia, expulfion of the Vandals from, by Mar-
VoL. VI. 4

cellinus, iii. 477. Is eorquered by Zano, the

brotherofGelimcr king of the Vandals, iv. 142.

Is furrendered to Belifarius, 146.

Sarmatians, memorable defeat of, by the emperor

Carus, i. 410. Their manners dcfcribcd, ii. 89.

Brief hiilory of, oi. They apply to Conllantine

the Great for ailillance againll the Goths, 92.

Are expelled their country by the Limigantes,

94. Arc rellored by Confliantius, 150.

Sa-vage manners, a brief view of, i. 268. Are

more uniform than thofe of civilifed nations,

ii. 564.
Sams the Goth plunders the camp of Stilicho, and

drives him into the hands of the emperor at Ra-
venna, iii. 1S3. Infults Alaric, ar.d occifions

the facking of Rome, 25;. Is killed by Adol-
phus king of the Vifigoths, 263.

Saturninus, one of the competitors for empire
againll Gallienus, his obfervation on his invcfti-

ture, i. 336.
Saturninus, lieutenant under the emperor Probus,

in the Eail, is driven into rebellion by his troops,

i. 404.
Saxons, ancient, an account of, ii. 522. Their

piratical confederations, 523. Their invafions

of Gaul checked by the Romans, 524. How
converted to Chriflianity, iii. 530. Defcent of

the Saxons on Britain, 611. I'heir brutal defo-

lation of the country, 620.

Scanderhcg, prince of Albania, his hiftory, vi. 454.
Scatinian law of the Romans, account of, iv. 407.
Scaurus, the patrician family of, how reduced under

the emperors, ii. 30. not;.

Schifm in religion, the origin of, traced, i. 549.
Science reducible to four claffes, v. 426.

Schi'vonians, their national charader, iv. 219, Their

barbarous inroads on the Eallern empire, 222.

OfDalmatia, account of, v. 544.
Scots and Piifls, the nations of, how diftinguifhed,

ii. 527. Invafions of Britain by, 529.
Scythians, this name vaguely applied to mixed tribes

of barbarians, i. 324• Their palloral manners,

ii. 563. Extent and boundaries of Scythia, 574.
Revolutions of, iii. 160. Their mode of war,

366.

Sebafiian, mailer-general of the infantry under the

emperor Valens, his fuccefsful expedition againll

the Goths, ii. 611. Is killed in the battle of
Hadrianople, 616.

Sebafiian, the brother of the ufurpcr Jovinus, is

aflociated with him in his alTumed imperial dig-

nities, iii. 263.

Sehafiocrator, import of that title in the Greek em-
pire, v. 484.

Seez., in Normandy, the bilhop, and chapter of,

all caftrated, vi. 525. note

Segefian, the princes of, fupport their independency

obllinately againll Artaxerxes, i. 248. note.

Segued, emperor of AbyiTinia, is with his whole

court, converted by the Jefuits, iv. 619.
Seldcn,
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SeUen, his fententious charailer of tranfubftantia-

tion, V. 88. note.

Sthucia. the great city of, ruined by the Romans,
i. 250.

Schucus Nicator, number of cities founded by him,
i. 247. note.

Seljuk, Turkilh dynafty of the houfe of, v. 654.
Divifion of their empire, 672.

Serjeant, legal and miliiary import of that term,

vi. 151. «ate.

Se'vevus, Septimius, general of the Pannonian legions,

affumes the purple on the death of Pertinax, i. 137.
His conduil toward the Chriftians, 668.

Senate of Rome is reformed by Auguftus, 5. 73.
Its legiilative and judicial powers, 82. Abortive

attempt of, to refume its rights after the murder
of Caligula, 87. Its legal jurifdifiion over the

emperors, 121. Is fubjedled to military defpo-

tifni, by Severus, 153. Women excluded from

this aflembly by a folemn law, 1S3. The form

of a fecret meeting, 216. Meafures taken to

fupport the authority of the two Gordians, 217.

The fenate eleil Maximus and Balbinus emperors

on the deaths of the Gordians, 219. They drive

the Alemanni out of Italy, 314. The fenators

forbid to exercife military employments by Gal-
lienus, ibid. Eieft Tacitus, the father of the

fenate, emperor, 386. Prerogatives gained to

the fenate, by this eleflion, 389. Their power
and authority annihilated by Diocletian, 458.—— , Amount of the coronary gold, or cuilomary
free gift of, to the emperors, ii. 72. The claim

of Julian to the empire admitted, 333.—— , Petitions of, to the emperors, for the reilora-

tion of the altar of viilory, iii. 73. The Pagan
religion renounced, 76. Debates of, on the

propofals of Alaric the Goth, 179. Genealogy
of the fenators, 195. Pafles a decree for putting

to death Serena the widow of Stilicho, 220.

Under the Influence of Alaric, eleiis Attalus

emperor, 231. Trial of Arvandus, pra;tcrian

prasfedl of Gaul, 482. Surrenders the fo-

vereign power of Italy to the emperor of the Eaft,

496.
-^—

, Extinftion of that illuilrious aflembly, iv.

3°S•
, Reftoration of, in the twelfth century, vi. 533.

The afi'embly refolved into fingle magiftrates,

539• 6°8•

Serapion, his lamentation for the lofs of a perfonified
deity, iv. 540.

Serapis, hiilory of his worfliip, and of his temple at

Alexandria, iii. 82. The temple deflroyed,

^+•
.

Serena, niece of the emperor Theodofius, married
to his general Stilicho, iii. 116. Is cruelly

firangled by order of the Roman fenate, 220.
Se'verinus, St. encourages Odoacer to afliime the

dominion of Italy, iii. 495. His body, how dif-

pofed of, 499. note.

Sevenis is declared Cecfar on the abdication of Dio-
cletian and Maximian, i. 479. His defeat and
death, 488.

Senjcriis is appointed general of the cavalry in Gaul
under Julian, ii. 165.

Shepherds and warriors, their refpedlive modes of

life compared, ii. 564.
Shiites, a feil of Mahometans, their diftinftion from

the Somites, v. 260.

Siberia, extreme coldnefs of the climate, and mi-

fcrable ftate of the natives of, ii. 576. Is feized

and occupied by the Tartars, vi. 304.
Sicily, refleilions on the diftradlions in that iiland,

i. 338. Is conquered by the Saracens, v. 437.
Introduflion of the filk manufailure there, 477.
Exploits of the Normans there, 591. Is con-

quered by count Roger, 606. Roger, fon of the

former, made king of, 626. Reign of William
the Bad, 638. Reign of William the Good, 639.
Conqueft of, by the emperor Henry VI. 642.
Js fubdued by Charles of Anjou, vi. 243. The
Sicilian Ve/fers, 247.

Sidonius ApoUinaris the poet, his humourous treat-

ment of the capitation tax, ii. 67. His charafter

of Theodoric king of the Vifigoths in Gaul,
iii. 445. His panegyric on the emperor Avitus,

450. His panegyric on the emperor Anthemius,

473•
. ,. , ,.

Sigifmond, king of the Burgundians, murders his

fon, and is canonifed, iii. 572. Is overwhelmed
by an army of Franks, 573.

Silentiarius, Paul, his account of the various fpecies

of ftone and marble, employed in the church of

St. Sophia at Conrtantinople, iv. 94. note.

Silk, firll manufaitured in China, and then in the

fmall Grecian ifland of Ceos, iv. 72. A pecu-

liar kind of filk procured from the pinna ma-
rina, 73. The filk worm, how introduced to

Greece, 77. Progrefs of the manufadure of, in

the tenth century, v. 476.
Simeon, perfecutor of the Paulicians, becomes a pro-

felyte to their opinions, v. 526.

Simeon, king of Bulgaria, his exploits, v. 546.
Simeon Stylites, the hermit, his extraordinary mode

of life, iii. 525.
Simony, an early inilance of, i. 673. note.

Simplicius, one of the laft furviving Pagan philofo-

phers of Athens, his writings, and charafter,

iv. 1 19.

Singara, battle of, between the emperor Conftan-

tius, and Sapor king of Perfia, ii. 105. The city

of, reduced by Sapor, 158. Is yielded td him.

by Jovian, 465.
Singeric, brother of Sarus, is made king of the

Goths, iii. 268.

Singidunum is perfidioufly taken by Baian chagan of

the Avars, iv. 484.
Sirmium is perfidioufly taken by Baian chagan of the

Avars, iv. 484.
Siroes depofes and murders his father Chofroes 1.

king
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king of Perfia, iy. 527. His treaty of peace
with the emperor Heraclius, 528.

SijiSut, a Gothic king of Spain, perfecutes the Jews
there, iii. 553.

Sixtus V. pope, charailer of his adminiftration, vi.

617.
Siiive, ftrange perverfion of the original fenfe of

that appellation, v. 544.
Slaves, among the Romans, who, and their condi-

tion defcribed, i. 4S.

Slavery, perfonal, impofed on captives by the bar-

barous nations, iii. 595.
Sleepers, feven, narrative of the legendary tale of,

iii. 350.
Smyrna, eapture of, by Tamerlane, vi. 351.
Soeieiy, philofophical, refledions on the revolutions

of, iii. 638.
Soffarides, the Saracen dynafty of, v. 454.
Soldiers, Roman, their obligations and difcipline,

i. 12. When they firft received regular pay,

193•
Soliman, fultan, conquers Afia Minor, v. 674.

Fixes his refidence at Nice, 675. Nice taken by
the firll crufaders, vi. 41. Battle of Doryla;um,

42.

Soliman, the fon of Bajazet, his charailer, vi. 366.
His alliance with the Greek emperor Manuel
Pala;ologus, 369.

Solomon, king of the Jews, not the author of the

book which bears the name of his Wifdom, ii.

239. Reafons fur fuppofing he did not write

either the book of Eeclefiafies or the Proiieris,

iv. I J 3. Kote.

Solomon the eunuch relieves the Roman province in

Africa, from the depredations of the Moors, iv.

157. Revolt of his troops at Carthage, 273. Is

defeated and killed by Antalus the Moor, 276.
Solyman, caliph of the Saracens, undertakes the

fiege of Conftantinople, v. 397. His enormous
appetite and death, 400.

Sonniies, in the Mahometan religion, their tenets,

V. 260.

Sofator, a Syrian philofopher, beheaded by Con-
rtantine the Great, on a charge of binding the

wind by magic, ii. 274. Jiote.

Sophia, the widow of JulHn . her confpiracy

againft the emperor Tiberius, iv. 437.
Sophia, St. foundation of the church of, at Con-

ftantinople, iv. 91. Its defcription, 93. Is con-
verted into a mofch, vi. 506.

Sophia?!, the Arab, commands the firil fiege of
Conftantinople, v. 393.

Sophronia, a Roman matron, kills herfelf to efcape

the violence of Maxentius, i. 500. note.

Sortes Sanilorum, a mode of Chriftian divination,

adopted from the Pagans, iii. 57. note,

Scul, uncertain opinions of the ancient philofo-

phers as to the immortality of, i. 556. This
dodlrine more generally received among the

barbarous nations, and for what reafon, 559.
' 4T

Was not taught by Mofes, 560. Four difterent

prevailing dodrines as to the origin of, iv. 536.
nolc.

Sozopetret deftroyed by the Greek emperor Theo-
philus, V. 443.

Spain, the province of, defcribed, i. 23. Great re-

venues raifed from this province by the Romans,

195. Is ravaged by the Franks, 311.
—— , Review of the h'iftory of, iii. 264. Is in-

vaded by the barbarous nations, 266. The inva-

ders conquered by Wallia king of the Goths, 269.

SucceiTes of the Vandals there, 334. Expedition
of Theodoric king of the Vifigoths into, 448.
The Chriftian religion received there, 547. Re-
volt and martyrdom of Hermenegild, 548. Per-

fecution of the Jews in, 552. Legiflative affem-
blies of, 607.

•
, Acquiiitions of Jullinian there, iv. 159.

, State of, under the emperor Charlemagne,
V. 141. Firft in troduclion of the Arabs into the

country, 364. Defeat and death of Roderic the

Gothic king of, 368. Conqueft of, by Mufa,
373. Its profperity under the Saracens, 379.
The Chriftian faith there, fupplanted by that of
Mahomet, 387. The throne of Cordova filled

by Abdalrahman, 417.
Stadium, Olympic, the races of, compared with

thofe in the Roman circus, iv. 59.
Stauraciits, emperor of Conilantinople, v. 27.
Stephen, a freedman of Domitilla, alFaffinates the

emperor Domitian, i. 646.
Stephen, count of Chartres, his charadler and en-
gagement in the firft crufade, vi. 23. Deferts
his ftandard, 51.

Stephen, St. the firll Chriftian martyr, miraculous
difcovery of his body, and the miracles worked
by it, lit. 97.

Stei^hen the Savage, fent by the Greek emperor Juf-
tinian II. to exterminate the Cherfonites, v. 17.

Stephen III. pope, folicits the aid of Pepin king of
France, againft the Lombards, under the cha-
racter of St. Peter, v. 116. Crowns king Pepin,

119.

Stilicho, the great general of the Wellern empire
under the emperor Honorius, his charailer, iii.

114. Puts to death Rufinus the tyrannical pra;-

fed of the Eaft, 118. His expedition againft

Alaric in Greece, 140. His diligent endeavours
to check his progrefs in Italy, 147, Defeats
Alaric at Pollentia, 151. Drives him out of
Italy, 154. His triumph at Rome, 155. His
preparations to oppofe the invafion of Radagaifus,

163. Reduces and puts him to death, 167.
Supports the claims of Alaric in the Roman fe-

nate, 179. Is put to death at Ravenna, 184.
His memory perfdcuted, 185.

Stoza heads the revolted troops of the emperor
Jullinian in Africa, iv. 273.

Strapurgh, battle of, between Julian and the Ale-
nianiii, ii. 167,

2 Sutcejfiaaus
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Succefflamis defends the Roman frontier againft the

Gotlis, i. 318.

Suevi, the origin and renown of, i. 312.

Suicide applauded and pitied by the Romans, iv.

4'3•
Sulpictus, Servius, was the higheft improver of the

Roman jurifprudencc, iv. 350.

Sultan, origin and import of this title of Eallern

fovereignty, v. 646.

Sumnat, defcription of the pagoda of, in Guzarat,

and its deftruition by Sultan Mahmud, v. 648.

Sun, the worfhip of, introduced at Rome by the

emperor Elagabalus, i. 177. Was the peculiar

objeft of the devotion of Conilantine the Great,

before his con-erfion, ii. 182. And of Julian,

after his apoftacy, 372.

Sufa, the city of, taken by Conftantine the Great,

i. 504.
Sixiatoflaus, czar of Ruilia, his reign, v. 570.

S-wij's cantons, the confederacy of, how far fimilar

to that of the ancient Franks, i. 310.

iwuraOf Mars, the facred weapon of the Huns,

hiftory of, iii. 3i;9.

Svagrius, king of the Franks and Burgundians, his

'charafler, iii. 561. Is conquered by Clovis,.
Sylla the diftator, his legiflative charnfter, iv. 404.

Sjllanus the conful, his fpeech to the fenate, re-

commending the eleflion of the two Gordians

to their approbation, i. 16.

Sylvania, filler of the praefeft Rufinus, her uncom-

mon fandity, iii. 120. note.

Sjl-vanus, general in Gaul under Conftantius, is

ruined by treachery, ii. 143.

Syl-verius, pope, is degraded and fent into exile by
'
Belil'arius for an attempt to betray the city of

Rome to the Goths, iv. 187. His death, 280.

note.

Sjmmachus, his account of the Pagan conformity of

the emperor Conftantius, during his vifit to

Rume, ii. 8. Pleads in behalf of the ancient

Pagan religion of Rome, to the emperor Valen-

tinian, iii. 73•

Syncfius, bifnop of Ptolemais, excommunicates the

preiident Andronicus, ii. 225. His extraordi-

nary charader, ibid. note. His advice to the

Eallern emperor Arcadius, iii. 142.

Synods, provincial, in the primitive churches, infti-

tution of, i. 586. Nature of thofe aflemblles,

ii. 228. See Councils.

Syria, its revolutioiis and extent, i. 30. Is reduced

by Chofroes II. king of Perfia, iv. 501. General

defcription of, v. 314. \' conquered by the Sa-

racens, 316. Invafion of, by Tamerlane, vi.

344.
Syriac language, where fpoken in the greateft purity,

i. 25 1. note.

Syrianus, di;ke of F.gypt, furprifes the city of Alex-

andria, and expels Athanafius the primate of

Egypt, ii. 286.

Talari, the Arabian hiftorian, account of his worfc,

V. 282. note.

Tabcnne, the iilind of, in upper Thebais, is fettled

with monks, by Pachoniius, iii. 5o8t

Table of emerald, in the Gothic treafury in Spain,

account of, iii. 255.
Tacitus, emperor, his eleilion and charafter, i. 386.
Tacitus the hiftorian, his charafler of the principles

of the portico, i. 95. 7iote. The intention of his

epifodes, 237. His charailer as a hiftorian, 259.
His account of the ancient Germans, 265. His
hiftory how preferved and tranfmltted down to

us, 3S7. note. His account of the perfecution

of the Chriftians as the incendiaries of Rome,

?rt<i?/VJ of Leo and Conftantine, character of, v. 467.
Military charailer of the Greeks, 500.

Tagina, battle of, between the eunuch Narfes, and
Totila king of the Goths in Italy, iv. 302.

Taherites, the Saracen dynafly of, v. 453.
Tamerlane, his birth, reign, and conquelts, vi. 332.

His letter to Bajazct, 343. His conference with
the dodors of the law, at Aleppo, 346. Defeats
and takes B.ijazet prifoner, 350. How kept out
of Europe, 357. His triumph at Samarcand,

359. Dies on a march to China, 360. His ch.--

rader, 361.

Tancred the crufader, his charafter, vi. 25. His
bold behaviour at Conftantinople, 36.

Tarafiiis, fecretary to the emprefs Irene, made p.i-

triarch of Conftantinople, v. 128. Prefides at,

and frames the decrees of, the fecond council of
Nice, 129.

Tarik, the Arab, his defcent on Spain, v. 368.
Defeats and kills Roderic the Gothic king of,

369. His difgrace, 373, 378.
Tarragona, the city of, almoft deftroyed by the

Franks, 31 1.

Tartars, fee Scythians.

Tartary, Eallern, conquefl of, by Tamerlane, vi.

337•
Tatian, and his fon Proculus, deilroyed by the bafc

arts of Rufinus, the confidential miniftcr of the

emperor Theodofuis, iii. 107.

Taurus, the conful, is baniihed by the tribunal of

Chalcedon, ii. 345.
Taxes, how the Roman citizens wtrt exonerated

from the burden of, i. 194. Account of thofe

inftituted by Auguftus, 197. How raifed under

Conftantine the Great, and his fuccefTors, ii. 62.

Tayef, fiege of, by Mahomet, v. 241.

Teia:, the laft king of the Goths, defeated and
killed by the eunuch Narfes, iv. 305.

TeJemachus, an Afiatic monk, lofes his life at Rome,
in an attempt to prevent the combat of the gla-

diators, iii. 157.

Templs of Jerufalem, burned, i. 642. Hiftory of
the emperor Julian's attempt to leltore it, ii. 386.

Temugin, See Zingis,

£1 Teplrks,
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^ephrict is occupied and fortified by the Paulicians,

V. 28.

T'erluUiaittVii pious exultation in the expefted dTm-
nation of all the I'.ngan world, i. 5O6. ScErgPlh

defertion to Chriftian foldiers, 80. His I'ufpi-

cious account of two ediils of Tiberius and Mar-
cus Antoninus, in lavour of the Chiiliian':, 6.

Teflamcnts, the Roman laws for regulating, iv. 390.
Codicils, 392.

Tetricus ifl'umes the empire in Gaul, at the inftiga-

tion of Viiloria, i. 364. Betrays his legions into

the hand of Aurelian, 365. Is led in triumph by
Aurelian, 376.

Yhabor, mount, difpute concerning rhe light of,

vi. 27S.

Thanet, the iiland of, granted by Vortigern, as a
fettlement for his Saxon auxiliaries, iii. 612.

Theatrical entertainn^ents of the Romans defcribed,

iii. 216.

Thebaan legion, the martyrdom of, apocrypha!,

i. 6S0.

Theft, the Roman laws relating to, iv. 398, 403.
4c6.

Themes, or military governments of the Greek em-
pire, account of, v. 469.

ThemijQiiis, the orator, his encomium on religious

toleration, ii. 4S0.

Theodatus, his birth and elevaiinn to the throne of

Italy, iv. 164. His difgraceful treaties with the

emperor Jullinian, and revolt againft them, 168.

His depcfition and death, 174.
Tbecdehert, king of the Franks in Auflrafia, joins

the Goths in the fiege and dcllruflion of Milan,

iv. 19J. Invades Italy, 156. His death, igS.

Theodemir, a Gothic ptince of Spain, copy of his

treaty of fubmiffion to the Saracens, v. 375.
Theodora, emprefs, her birth, and early hillory,

iv. 51. Her marriage with Jullinian, 54. Her
tyranny, 56. Her virtues, 57. Her death, 59.
Her fortitude during the Nika fedition, 68. .Ac-

count of her palace and gardens of Hera;uin, qS.

Her pious concern for the converfion of Nubia,

Thiodcra, wile of the Greek emperor Theophilus,

her hillory, v. 35. Reftored the worihip of

images, 130. Provokes the Paulicians to rebel-

lion, 528.
Theodora, daughter of the Greek emperor Conllan-

tine IX her h llory, v. 54.
Theodora, widow of Baldwin III. king of Jerufalem,

her adventures as the concubine of Andronicus
Comnenus, v. 77.

Theodore 4"gelus, HeTpot of Epirus, feizes Peter of
Courtenay, emperor of Conilantinople, prifoner,

vi. 193. Pcffir.Tcs himleir of Theii'-Monica, 194,

Theodoric acquires the Gothic fccptre by the mur-
der of his brotlier Torilmond, iii. 445. His cha-

rafter by Sidonius, ibid. His expedition into

Spain, 448.
Theodoric, the fon of Alaric, his profperous reign

over the Vifigoths in Gaul, iii. 397. Unhappy
fates of his daui;htcrs, 400. Is prevailed on by
yEiius to join his forces againll Aitila, 409. Is

killed at the battle of Chalons, 414.
Theodoric the Ollrogoth, his birth and education,

iv. 2. Is forced by his troops into a revolt

againll the emperor Zeno, 6. He undertakes

the conqueft of Italy, 9. Reduces and killa

OJoacer, 12. Is acknowledged king of Italy,

13. Review of his adminillration, 14. His viflt

to Rome, and care of the public buildings, 24.
His religion, 28. His remorfe, and death, 40.

Theodofio^olis, the city of, in Armenia, built, iii.

32A.

Thocdofius the Great, his diftinftion between a Ro-
man prince and a Parthian mon.irch, ii. 73 note.

The province of Mxfia preferred by his valour,

55.5. Is aiTociated by Gratian as emperor of the
Eall, 624. His birth and charailer, 625. His
prudent and fuccefsful condudl of the Gothic war,.

629. Defeats an invafion of the Oftrogoths,
U33•

, His treaty with Maximus, iii. 10. His
bnptifm, and ediil to eilabliih orthodox faith, 11.
Purges the city of Conilantinople from Arianifm,

17. Enforces the Nicene doiflrine throughout
the Eaft, 19. Convenes a council at Conilanti-
nople, 20. His edidts againft herefy, 24. Re-
ceives the fugitive family of Valentinian, and
marries his filler Galla, 39. Defeats Maximus,
and vilits Rome, 41. His charafler, 42. His
lenity to the city of Antioch, 47. His cruel

treatment of TheiTulonica, 50. Submits to the
penance impofed by St. Ambrofe, for his feverity

to ThefTalonica, s4. Reilores Valentinian, 56.
Confults Jolin of Lycopolis the hermit on the
intended war againll liugenius, 60. Defeats
Eugenius, 62. His death, 65. Procured a fe-

natorial renunciation of the Pagan religion, 76.
Abollihes Pagan rites, ]%. Prohibits the Pagan
religion, 98.

TTitWiy/aj the Younger, his birth, iii. 310. Is faid

to bu- left by his father Arcadius, to the care of
Jezdegerd king of Pcrfia, 312. His education
and charader, 316. His marriage with Eudocia,
3.18. His war with Perfia, 321. His pious joy
on the death of John, the ufurper of the Weft,
330. His treaty with the Huns, 356. His armies
defeated hy Attila, 365. Is reduced to accept a
peace diilated by Attila, 372. Is opprefTed by
the embailies of Attila, 375. EinbafTy of Maxi-
niin to Attila, •;77. Is privy to a fcheme for the
aila/Tination of i-Utila, 387. Attila's embafl'y to
him on that occafion, 388. His death, 3S9.—— . His perplexity at the leligious feuds between
Cyril and Nellorius, iv. 558. Banilhes Nefto-
rius, 562.

TheodofiusWl. emperor of Conilantinople, v. 19.
Theodojius, the father of the emperor, his fuccefsful

expedition to Britain, ii. 531. Supprefles the re-

volt
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volt of Firmus the moor, in Africa, 536. Is be-

headed at Carthage, 538.
Theodofius, patriarch of Alexandria, his competition

with Gaian, how decided, iv. 610. His nego-

ciations at the court of Byzantium, 612.

Theodofna, the deacon, grandfon of the emperor
Heraclius, murdered by his brother Conltans II.

V. II.

Theodofius, the lover of Antonina, deteiled by Be-
lifarius, iv. 205. Turns monk to eicape her,

206. His death, 208.

^heodofius , prefident of the council of HierapoHs
under Conftantius, his ridiculous flattery to that

emperor, ii. 334.
Theofhaiio, wife of the Greek emperor Romanus II.

poifons both him and his father, v. 48. Her
connexion with Nicephorus Phocas, 49. His
murder, and her exile, 51.

Theophilus, emperor of Conflantinople, v. 32. His
Amorian war with the caliph Motaflem, 443.

Theophilus, archbilhop of Alexandria, deilroys the

temple of Serapis, and the Alexandrian library,

iii. 84. AfTills the perfecution of St. Chryfoftom,

305. His inveilive againll him, 309. note.

Theophilus, his pious embafiy from the emperor Con-
ftantius to the Eaft Indies, ii. 210.

Theophobus, the Perfian, his unfortunate hiftory,

,v. 33.
Therapeutic, or Eifenians, fome account of, i. 606.
Thermopyltt, the ilraits of, fortified by the emperor

Juftinian, iv. 100.

Thejpzloiiica, fedition and maiTacre there, iii. 49.
Cruel treatment of the citizens, 50. Penance of
Theodofius for this fevetity, 54.

I'heudelinda, princefs of Bavaria, married to Autha-
ris king of the Lombards, iv. 450.

Thihaut, count of Champagne, engages in the fourth

crufade, vi. 135.
Thomas the Cappadocian, his revolt againil the Greek

emperor Michael II. and cruel punifhment, v. 3 i

.

Thomas of Damafcus, his exploits againft the Sara-

cens when beiieging that city, v. 306.
Thomas, St. account of the Chriftians of, in India,

iv. 599. Perfecution of, by the Portugueze, 600.

Thrace'u colonifed by the Baftarna:, in the reign of
Probus, i. 402. The fugitive Goths permitted to

fettle there by the emperor Valens, ii. 593. Is

ravaged by them, 601. The Goths fettled there

by Theodofius, 636.
Thraftmund king of the Vandals, his charafter,

iii• 537-
Three Chapters, the famous difpute concerning, iv.

583.
Thundering Legion, the flory concerning, of fufpi-

cicus veracity, i. 667.
Tiberius is adopted by Auguftus, i. 90. Reduces

the Pannonians, 136. Reduces Cappadocia, 198.

note. Sufpicious llory of his edidt in favour of the

Chriftians, 666.

Tiberius is invefted by Juftin II. as his fucceflbr in

9

the empire of the Eaft, iv. 435. His charafler
and death, 438.

Timafius, mafter-general of the army under the em-
peror Theodofius, is difgraced and exiled under
Arcadius, iii. 288.

Timothy the Cat confpires the murder of Proterius

archbilhop of Alexandria, and fucceeds him, iv.

. .572•/, miraculous gift of fpeech beftowed on the

Catholics, whofe tongues had been cut out there,

iii. 546.
Tiridatcs king of Armenia, his charafter and hiftory,

i. 442. Is reftored to his kingdom by Diocletian,

443. Is expelled by the Perfians, 446. Is re-

ftored again by treaty between the Romans and
Perfians, 454. His converfion to Chriftianity,

and death, ii. 103.
7//«j admitted to Ihare the Imperial dignity with his

father Vefpafian, i. 90.
Togrul Beg, fultan of the Turks, his reign and cha-

rafler, v. 654. He refcues the caliph of Bagdad
from his enemies, 657.

Toledo taken by the Arabs under Tarik, v. 370.
Toleration, univerfal, its happy efFecls in the Roman

empire, i. 34. Wliat feds the moft intolerant,

246. note.

Tollius, objeflions to his account of the vifion of
Antigonus, ii. 197. note.

Torijmond, fon of Theodoric king of the Vifigoths,

attends his father againft Attila king of the Huns,
iii. 410. Battle of Chalons, 413. Is acknow-
ledged king on the death of his father in the field,

416. Is killed by his brother Theodoric, 445.
Torture, how admitted in the criminal law of the Ro-

mans under the emperors, ii. 59.
Totila is eleiled king of Italy by the Goths, iv. 278.

His juftice and moderation, 28 1. Bcfieges and
takes the city of Rome, 284. Is induced to fpare

Rome from deftruflion, at the inftance of Belifa-

rius, 289. Takes Rome again, 295. Plunders
Sicily, 296, Battle of Tagina, 302. His death,

.303.
Toulunides, the Saracen dynafty of, v. 455.
Tournaments preferable exhibitions to the Olympic

games, vi. 28.

Tonrs, battle of, between Charles Martel and the

Saracens, v. 410.
Toxandria, in Germany, is overrun and occupied by

the Franks, ii. i6i.

Traditors, in the primitive church, who, i. 687.

Trajan, emperor, his conqueft of Dacia, i. 6. His
conquefts in the Eaft, 7. Contraft between the

charaiters of him and Hadrian, 9. His pillar

defcribed, 57. Why adopted by the emperor
Nerva, 91. His inftruflions to Pliny the Younger
for his conduit toward the Chriftians, 647. De-
fcription of his famous bridge over the Danube, iv.

99. note,

Trajan, count, his treacherous murder of Para king
of Armenia, ii. 546.

Tran/uh'
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Tran/ubfiantiation, the doi\rine of, when ellabliihed,

vi. 109.

Trtiizond, the city of, t.iken and plundered by tlie

Goths, i. 318. The dukes of, hecome independ-

ent on the Greek empire, vi. 182. Is yielded to

the Turks, 513.
Trihigild the Uftrogoth, his rebellion in Phrygia

againll the emperor Arcadius, iii. 292.
Tribune, the office of, explained, i. 79.
Tribcnian, his genius and charadler, iv. 357. Is

employed by Juftinian to reform the code of Ro-
man laws, 359.

Tihiiiy, the myllerious doilrine of, ii. 242. Is vio-

lently agitated in the fchools of Alexandria, 247.
Three fyftems of, 248. Decifions of the council

of Nice concerning, 251. Different forms of the

doxology, 293. Frauds ufed to fupport the doc-

trine of, iii. 544.
Tripoli, the confederacy of, cruelly oppreiTed under

the government of count Romanus, ii. 533.
Tyifagicn, religious war concerning, iv. 575.
Troops, Roman, their difcipline, i. 12. When they

firft received pay, 193. Caufe of the difficulty in

levying them, ii. 48. See Jo'vians, Palatines,

and Pratorian bands.

Troy, the fituation of that city, and of the Grecian

camp of befiegers, defcribed, ii. 8.

Turin, battle of, between Conftantine the Great

and the lieutenants of Maxentius, i. 505.

Turifund, king of the Gepid», his honourable re-

ception of Alboin the Lombard, who had flain

his fon in battle, iv. 421.
Turks., their origin, iv. 223. Their primitive infti-

tutions, 225. Their conqueils, 226. Their al-

liance with the emperor Juftinian, 231. Send

auxiliaries to Heraclius, 521.

, They grow powerful and licentious under the

Saracens, v. 447. Terror excited by their me-
nacing Europe, 548. Their military charafter,

552. They extend themfelves over Afia, 645.

Reign of Mahmud the Gaznevide, 646. Their

manners and emigration, 651. They fubdue

Perfia, 653. Dynafty of the Seljukians, 654.

They invade the provinces of the Greek empire,

658. Reformation of the Eaftern calendar, 670.

They conquer Afia Minor, 673.
.^^, Their capital city, Nice, taken by the cru-

faders, vi. 40. The feat of government removed

to Iconium, 74. Valour and conquefts of Zenghi,

86. Charailcr of fultan Noureddin, 87. Con-
queft of Egypt, 89. Origin and hiflory of the

Ottomans, 310. Their firft paflage into Europe,

315. Their education and difcipline, 373. Em-
bafly from, to the emperor Sigifmond, 400. Take
the city of Conftantinople, 500.

Turpin, the romance of, by whom, and when writ-

ten, vi. 5. note.

T'wel've Tables, review of the laws of, iv. 335.
Their feverity, 399. How the criminal code of,

funk into difufe, 402.

Tyrants of Rome, the popular conceit of the thirty

invelVigated, i. 333.
7'»re is bcfieged by Saladin, vi. 100.

1'ythcs affigned to the clergy as well by Zoroafter as

by Moles, i. 245. Were firft granted to the

church by Charlemagne, v. 139.

V.
Vadoviair, prince of the Alemanni, is fent prifoner

to Spain by the emperor Julian, ii. 323. His
fon murdered by the Romans, 518.

Valens, general of the Illyrian frontier, receives the

title of Ca;far from Licinius, i. 521. Lofes his

new title and his life, 523.
Valens, the brother of the emperor Valentinian, is

aflbciated with him in the empire, ii. 487. Ob-
tains from his brother the Eaftern portion of the
empire, 489. His timidity on the revolt of Pro-
copius, 494. His charafter, 499. Is baptifed
by Eudoxus, and patronifes the Arians, coo.
Is vindicated from the charge of perfecution, co8.
His edlit againft the Egyptian monks, rio. His
war with the Goths, 549. Receives the fuppliant
Goths into the Roman territories, 592. His war
with them, 603. Is defeated and killed at the
battle of Hadrianople, 61 3. His eulogium by
Libanius, 616.

Valens, the Arian bilhop of Murfa, his crafty pre-
tenfion to divine revelation, ii. 264.

Valentia, a new province in Britain, fettled by
Theodofius, ii. 532.

Valentinian I. his eleftion to the empire, and cha-
railer, ii. 484. AiTociates his brother Valens
with him, 487. Divides the empire into the

and IVcfl, and retains the latter, 4^9. His
cruelty, 499. His civil inftitutions, 502. His
ediiSs to rellrain the avarice of the clergy, ;io.
Chaftifes the Alemanni, and fortifies the Rhine,
C19. His expedition to lllyricum, and death,

555. Is vindicated from the charge of polygamy,

557•
Valentinian II. is inverted with the Imperial orna-

ments in his mother's arms, on the death of his

father, ii. 559. Js refufed, by St. Ambrofe, the

privilege of a church for him and his mother
Juilina, on account of their Arian principles,

iii. 31. His flight from the invafion of Maxi-
mus, 37. Is reftored by the emperor Theo-
dofius, 56. His charader, ibid. His death,

58•

VakntinianWl. is eftablifhed emperor of the Wed,
by his coufin Theodofius the Younger, iii. 331.

'

Is committed to the guardianfhip of his mother
Placidia, 332. Flies, on the invafion of Italy

by Attila, 423. Sends an embafly to Attila to

purchafe his retreat, 424. Murders the patri-

cian /Eti us, 430. Ravifiies the wife of Petronius

Maximus, 431. His death, and charadler, 432.
Valentinians, their confufed ideas of the divinity of

Jefus Chiift, iv. 540. note.

Valeria,
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Valeria, empieff, wicJow of Galerius, the unfortu-

nate fates cf her and her mother, i. 516.

Valerian is elefted cenfor under the emperor De-
cius, i. 301. His elevation to the empire, and

his charafter, 308. Is defeated and taken pri-

foner by Sapor king of Perfia, 327. His treat-

ment, 331. His inconCftent behaviour toward

the Chriltians, 672.

Vandals. See Goths.

, Their fucceiles in Spain, iii. 334.. Their
expedition into Africa under Geiiferic, 336.
Tliey raife a naval force and invade Italy, /[.36.

Sack of Rome, 440. Their naval depredations

on the coafts of the Mediterranean, 467. Their

converfion to the ChrilHan religion, 529. Per-

fecution of the Catholics, 536.

—z— > Expedition of Belifarius againft Gelimer,

iv. 132. Conqueft of, 146. Their name and

diftinilion loil in Africa, 154. Remains of their

nation ftili found in Germany, 155.

Varants. See B,.hram.

Varangians of the north, origin and hiftory of,

V. 561.

Varronian, the infant fon of the emperor Jovian, his

hillory, ii. 483.
Vataces, John, his long and profperous reign at

Nice, vi. 194. 202. His charafler, 222.

/''iff//'»j, his remarks on the degeneracy of the Roman
difcipline at the time of Theodollus the Great,

iii. 67.
Veii, the fiege of that city, the asra of the Roman
army firft receiving regular pay, i. 193.

Venice, foundation of that republic, iii. 420. Its

infant ftate under the exarchs cf Ravenna, iv. 444.
It» growth and profperity at the time of the fourth

crufade, vi. 137. Alliance with France, 139.
Divides the Greek empire with the French, 174.

Veratiits, his mode of obeying the law of the twelve

tables refpeiling perfonal infults, iv. 399.
Verina, emprefs, the widow of Leo, depofes Zeno,

iv. 4. Her turbulent life, 5.

Verona, iiege of, by Conftantine the Great, i. 506.
Battle of, between Stilicho the Roman general,

and Alaric the Goth, iii. 154,
Verres, why his puniihment was inadequate to his

offences, iv. 404.

Vefpafian, his prudence in iharing the Imperial dig-

nity with his fon Titus, i. 90.

Vefials, Roman, their number, and peculiar office,

iii. 70.

Vetranio, the Roman general in Illyricum, aflumes
the purple, and enters into an alliance with the

Gauliih ufurper Magnentius, ii. 113. Isreduced
to abdicate his new dignity, 1 17.

ViSloria exercifes the government over the legions

and province of Gaul, i. 364.
Viilory, her ftatue and altar, in the fcnate houfe at

Rome, defcribed, iii. 72. The fenate petitions

the Chriftian emperors to have it reftored, 73.
Vigilantius, the prelbyter, is abufed by Jerom for

oppofing monkifh fuperftition, iii. 95. nou.
Vigilius, interpreter to the embafl'y from Theodo-

lius the younger to Attila, is privy to a fcherae

for the aflanination of Attila, iii. 377. Is de-
teded by Attila, 388.

Vigilius purchji'es the papal chair of Belifarius and
his wife, iv. 187. Inftigates the emperor Julli-

nian to refume the conquefl of Italy, 296.
Vine, its progrefs, from the time of Homer, i. 64.
Virgil, his fourth eclogue interpreted into a prophecy

of the coming of the Melliah, ii. 203. Is the

moft ancient writer who mentions the manufafture
of filk, iv. 72.

Vitalian, the Gothic chie.f, is treacheroufly murdered
at Conflantinople, iv. 46.

Viialia>!iis,prxlonan prxfeft under the emperorMaxi-
min, put to death by order of the fcnate, i. 217.

Viiellius, emperor, his charafter, i. 97.
Vitiges, general of the Barbarians under Theodatus

king of Italy, is by his troops declared king of
Italy, iv. 174. He befieges Belifarius in Rome,
176. Is forced to raife the iiege, 192. He is

befieged by Belifarius in Ravenna, 19S;. Is taken
prifoner in Ravenna, 201. Conforms to the
Athanafian faith, and is honourably fettled in

Afia, 202. His emba/fy to Chofroes king of
Perfia, 242.

Vitrwjius the architeil, his remarks on the build-

ings of Rome, iii. 217.

Vizir, derivation of that appellation, v. 221. note.

Ukraine, defcription of that country, i. 298.
Vldin, king of the Huns, reduces and kills Gainas

the Goth, iii. 300. Is driven back by the vigi-

lance of the Imperial minillers, 313.
Vlphilas, the apollle of the Goths, his pious la-

bours, iii. 528. Propagated Arianifin, 531.
Vlpian, the lawyer, placed at the head of the coun-

cil of ftate, under the emperor .Alexander Seve-

rus, i. 184. Is murdered by the Pr.-etoriati

guards, 188.

Voconian law aboliOied the right of female inherit-

ance, iv. 389. How evaded, 393.
Voltaire prefers the labarum of Conftantine to the

angel of Licinius, ii. 197. note. His refleilions

on the expences of a iiege, iii. 637. note.

Vortigern, king of South Britain, his invitation of the

Saxons for afllftance againft his enemies, iii. 611.

Vouti, emperor of China, his exploits againft the

Huns, ii. 5S1.

Vpfal, anciently famous for its Gothic temple, i. 293.
Urian II. pope, patronifes Peter the Hermit in his

projeft for recovering the Holy Land, vi. 2. Ex-
horts the people to a crufade, at the council of
Clermont, 7.

Urban V. pope, removes the papal court from
Avignon to Rome, vi. 597.

Urban VI. pope, his difputed eleftion, vi. 599.
Urjacius, mafter of the offices under the emperor

Valentinian, occafions a revolt of the Aiemanni
by his parfinicny, ii. 515.

Urficinus,



GENERAL INDEX.
Vrficiniu, a Roman general, his treacherous conduft

to Sylvanus in Gaul, ii. 143. Is fuperfeded in

his command over the Eaftern provinces, 158.

Is fent back again to conduft ihe war with Perfia

under Sabinian, 159. Is again difgraced, ibid.

Vrftni, hiilory of the Roman family of, vi. 565.
Vrjulus, treafurer of the empire under Conllantius,

unjullly put to death by the tribunal of Chalce-

don, ii• 34.
Vjuiy. See Intercfi of money.

W .• .

Walachians, the prefent, defcenden.ts from the Ro-
man fettlers in ancient Dacia, i. 357. note.

Wales is fettled by Britiih refugees from Saxon ty-

ranny, iii. 617. 620. The bards of, 624.
Wallia is chofen king of the Goths, iii. 268. He

reduces the barbarous invaders of Spain, 269.
Is fettled in Aquitain, 270.

M'ar and robbery, their diftetence, v, 184. Evo-
lutions and military exercife of the Greeks, 500.

Military charafter of the Saracens, 50?. Ot the

Franks and Latins, 5C4.

Warburtcn, biihop of Gloucefter, his literary cha-

railer, ii. 386. note. His labours to eilablifh the

miraculous interruption to Julian's building the

temple of Jerufalem, 3S8. notes.

Warr.a, battle of, between the fultan Amurath .
and Ladiflaus king of Hungary and Poland, vi.

449•
Werdan, the Greek general, defeated by the Sara-

cens at Aiznadin, v. 303.
JiLeat, the average price of, under the fucceiTors of

Conftantine the Great, ii. 417. note.

Whitaker, Mr. remarks on his account of the Irifli

defcent of the Scotti/h nation, ii. 528. note.

White, Mr. Arabic profefibr at Oxford, charailer

of his fermons at Bampton's ledure, v. 409. note.

Wilfrid, the apoftle of Suifex, his benevolent efta-

blilhment at Selfey, iii. 622.

William I. the Bad, king of Sicily, v. 638.

William II. the Good, king of Sicily, v. 639.
Windmills, the uii: of, from whence derived, vi.

208.

Wine, the ufe of, exprefsly prohibited by Mahomet,
V. 215.

Wifdom of Solomon, when, and by whom that book
was written, ii, 239.

Wclodomir, great prince of Ruflia, marries Anne,
daughter of the emperor Romanu;, v. 494. His
converfion to Chriilianity, 576.

Women, in hereditary monarchies, allowed to exer-

cife fovereignty, though incapable of fubordinate

(late offices, i. 183. How treated by the Roman
civil laws, iv. 374. The Voconian law, how
evaded, 393. Are not excluded from Parudife

by Mahomet, v. 219.

X
Xenophon, his defcription of the dcfert of Mefopo»•

tamia, ii. 430.
Xerxes, the fituation of his bridge of boats for pall-

ing over to Europe, pointed out, ii. 7.

Yermuk, battle of, between the Greeks and the
Saracens, v. 318.

Tezdrgcrd, king of Perfia, his reign the a;ra of the
fall of the Saflaninn dynally, and of the religion
of Zoroaller, v. 285.

Tezid, caliph of the Saracens, .'.

Zabergan invades the Eaibern empire with an army
of Bulgarians, iv. 314. Is repulfed by Belifanui,

Ziuhary, pope, pronounces the depofition of Chil-
deric king «f France, and ihe appointment of
Tepin to fucceed him, v. 119.

Zcnc, brother of Gelimer the Vandal ufurper, con-
quers Sardinia, iv. 142. Is recalled to aiTill his
brother, 143. Is killed, 144.

Zara, a city on the Sclavonian coart, reduced by
the crufaders for the republic of Venice, vi. 14•!.

Zenghl, fultan, his valour and conquefts, vi. 86.
Zano, emperor of the Eaft, receives a furrenderof the
Imperial government of the Wcftern empire, from
the fenate of Rome, iii. 49. The \ iciiTitudes

of his life and reign, iv. 4. His Ilenoticon, 572.
Zenobia, queen of Palmyra, her character and hif-

tpry, i. 365.
Zingis, fifft emperor of the Moguls and Tartars,

parallel between him and AttiJa, king of the

Huns, iii. 358. His propofal for improving his

conquefts in China, 367. His birth and early

military exploits, vi. 289, His laws, 290. Hi»
invafion of China, 293. Carifme, Tranfoxiana,
and Perfia, 294. Kis death. 296.

Zizais, a noble Sarmatian, is made king of that na-
tion by the emperor Conftantius, ii. 150.

Zoieir, the Saracen, his bravery in the invafion of
Africa, v, 352.

Zoe, firft the concubine, becomes the fourth wife of
the emperor Leo the phuofopher, v. 44.

Zoe, wife of Romanus III. and Michael IV. em-
perors, V. 55.

'Loroafier, the Perfian prophet, his high antiquity,,

i. 240. note. Abridgement of his theology, 241.
Provides for the encouragement of agriculture,

244. Alligns tythes to the prielis, 2f5.
Zofnmis, his reprefentalion of the oppreliion of the

lultral contribution, ii. 71.

Zuinglius the reformer, his conceptions of the Eucha-
rilt, V. 536.

Zurich, brief hiflory of that city,, vi. 531.

Vol. VI.

THE END.
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ERRATA,
VOL. IV.

Page 13. Note 22. line 2, 3. for tfovu—read rfmu.
20. Note. line 5- ybr dromonibas—r^i/ dromonibus.
22. Note^^. Vine S. /or Couian—read Cottian.

30. line 4. /or, When at his fummons the chair of St. Peter was difputed by Sym-
rnachus and Laurence, they appeared, &c.

—

read, When the

chair of St. Peter was difputed by Symmachus and Laurence,
they appeared at his fummons, &c.

112. line Z2. /or and hU i^upJls_ria</, and that his pupils, &c.
J 29. line 23. /or patrons

—

read patron.

553. line 2 from the bottom, /orpartia—ri<j</ partial.

568. Note 6^. line 1. /cr• —read^,-,
569. ibid. line 14. _/er Eifof»!

—

read Eifwr;.

VOL. V.
Page 247. line 13. /or bid—«/ bade.

VOL. VL
Page 42. Note iz. line 3. yor Herman—fi^i/Hernan.

57. line 27. ybr defcribed—riiji/defcried.

93. line 15. /or defpoifed—rifli/defpoiled.

319. line 16. yir difpife— riai/ defpife.

302. line 12. yir haftened—riai/ hallening.

303. line tj.yjirBata

—

read Be\i.

324. Note 63. line 7. dele afterwards.

331. Note I. line 2. read A\i, a native of Yezd.
360. line 21. /or intranquil—riai/in the tranquil.

361. line 3. /or haft

—

read has.

567. line if.yertafte—««</judgment.
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